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Abscess, rniro-fihiirynjEenI, 397 
Accniclieur'n rliair, 106. IST. 
And, p«ruliar, arrrrlrd in (ho Innit*, TtXi 
Adi|>oriri>, hiiiiian bixty convf rtP<l into, ij(i2 
Aiken, i;. C, the climate of, 269 
AlfH>liii|, its effecia on the hrnin. 109 ; in- 

InsirNliiin hy , and ameslheBin, 274 ; medi« 

ral and hygienic uae uf, 438 ; use uf in 

mpdicnl prescriptions, 539 
Alroii'» (Dr. \V. A.) Bn.>k ofHf^Hlih, IM 
.Ambition, a r.iiiae of dineaae, 2^ 
Amenurrh(£a, Dr. Chapman (m, liiB 
Aineriran Mpdirai AMorintion, prize 

Mva, 67i 14H ; tramuictions of, IG-'i. 456, 
; rirculnrsof commitle<>a, 355, 34 M), 

3!*6. 47{i; Dra. Ramsay and Kubeitaon's 

difficulties. 
Amputation of the fore-arm, 23G 
Anntlhevia by inhalation of other. 224 
Anniiuiiy, filiidy of in Ejtypt, 22ti ; Dr. 

Lambert's books on, 437 
Annifism, «»f the aorta, 2(i6; treatment by 

ennj|)ressi(iti, 37!) 
Animal heal, orii*in of, 490 
ApxpU^xy, terttire on, fil ; connected with 

t'fjili'P*), 123 
Apithct-arie.a, fainl mistakes by, 67; sale 

uf inedicinea without prcsrriptifins, ]l>5 ; 

dcalmg in nostrums and patent medi- 

ciims, Ity>, 1'27, W2 ; report of the Philn- 

di lptit» Co. Medical Society, 492 
Arm lifims, 4.">4 

Army Meteorulogical Register, 33Z 

Badeley, Dr. death of, aiS 

Beck's (Dr J U.) Materia Medica, 2^ 

B^linont Medira! Buriety, 83 

B«'rlin, letter fr<>m,2A 

Bleeder*, remarkable family of, ^ 

Blind, instiiuiion for in Bofltnn. Km 

BliHid, circulation of the. 32iJ i motive 
power of the. 4(jl. 481.623 

Bl .w-pipe, ^eir-arling, 107 

Buiiun, report of denths in, weekly ; city 
institotionji, tiBii ; Dispensary, 319; in- 
crease of pauperism in, 331 ; mortality 
of, 429 

BojriMon Medical School, 64^ 51B 
BujUton Medical Society, 33^^ 



Bradbury. Dr. J. C. Accidental gastro- 
tumy, 52Q 

Braodins deserters in the British army, 
^52Q 

Bristol (Mass.) District Medical Society, 

400, :m 

Bryan, Dr. J. Excision of the superior 
tna.\illHry bime, 131; his introductory lec- 
ture, 46j translations from the French, 

370. 533 

Burtii'tt, Dr. W. J. Change of climate 
by northern invalids, J2fiy 

Cesarean operation, 5;^ 

Calculous affections, 3t^8 

Cxnada, medical schools in, 146 

Cancer, coused by mental anxiuty, lH ; of 
the stomach, Til 

Carcinomatous disease of the knee-joint, dB. 

Cartwrighi, Dr. S. A. Reduction of dts« 
locations of the femur, 3i!^ ; interesting 
experiment on an alligator, 4G\ ; on the 
motive power of the blo(»d, 401 , 4HI 

Castle, Dr. A. C , on dental amalgams, 4ti& 

Catarrh, Dr. Rusli on, 133 

Chabt-rt, Dr. J. X. Case of pulmonary 
disease successfully treated, ^Q; hemor- 
rhage of the lungs, 414 

Chandler, Dr. J. L. The " moUve power 
of the blood," 5^ 

Chapman, Dr. C. B. Medtcal travels in 
Europe, 72 ; the hospitiiLi of Paria, liiJ ; 
medical institutions of Paris, 2Z9 

Chase, Dr- S. B. Treatment of dysente- 
ry, 35Q 

Chemistry, of nature, inexplicable, 319 ; in 

medicul Rchotili!, It '6 ; <Jr««(>ry'8, 22ii 
Chloric etlier, us u duodori/.er, burnt in a 
lamp, 538 

Chlornfltrni. i]spnr,131 ; fntal effects of, T87; 
benefit of, l!>8 ; new objection to, 377 ; 
impure, in the market, 41Hi ; the purifi- 
cation and properties of, 5U5; unusual 
effects of, 5b3ii 

Cholera, re-appearance of, 41 ; Dr. Strat- 
ton on, 185 

Cholera infantum, 2A1 

Cigars, medicinal, use of, 518 

Cities, advontages of open aqaarea in, 387 
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CIrtirvoynncy, 
Clarke, Dr. A. B. Cnses of croup, 
Cleavelniid, Dr. C. tL Vciidrrs uf nos- 

trunit and patent medicines, Mi'2 
Cle»vf>lnrid Medical Cullcge, 1 S4 
CltTgyinnn, a model, 2^ 
Clerfiymcn, medical atlendnnce on, 479 
Clitiinte, ctiunge of by aortiiern invulids, 

26'.) 

Coale, Dr. W E Woman 'a dress a cause 
of uterine diRplaceincnt)<, lA 

Cod- liver oil, use of, li'M ; m consump- 
tion, di)2 

Colby, Dr. M. P. Incioions of the scalp 
ill epilopsy, ; dislucuiiuusi of the fe- 
mur, '£bi 

Ctdcord, S. M. Pharmaceutical conven- 
tion, 226 

Cole's (Dr. L. B ) Philosophy of Health, 

asa 

Compendium, analytic, of medical sci- 
ence, 536 

Comntock, Dr. Joseph. Note* from mndi- 
caJ lepiure»,6ij 1^ l.'t^ 157 ; mistakes 
by apulliecnries*, li2 

Consumption, Dr. Rush on the nature and 
trcntrncnt of, Lii ; change of clim.ite in, 
StiH, ; Prof. Bennett on the treatment 
of, 333 ; phuspliute of lime in, 440 ; 
Dr. L Warren on the trenlment of, 44i> ; 
per rentage of mortality from, HIH 

Consurnpiivo complaints, proposed reme- 
dy for, 245 

Controversy, medical, at the West, Lfii 

Cornell, Dr. W. M. InliaiMiion in dis- 
eases of air-passiiges, {Ai case of init- 
tignant ulcer, 

Coroners, mediciil, IDfi 

Coiting, Dr B. E. Unpleasant effects 
from use of chloroform, alUi 

Coventry, Prof C. B., sketch of, 152 

Cuxc, Dr. E. J. Recovery from drown- 
ing, 129 

Cragin, Dr. F. W. Remedy for tape- 
worm, 224 

Croup, on the treatment of, 324 ; cases of,- 
42il 

Crystal Palace, the, 78 
Cummings, Dr. A on dysentery, 234 ; 
cliulerd infantum, 34J 

Delirium, nature of, 1_7Q 

Duliriuin tremens, 283 

Denmark, medical literature in, 127 

Dental amalgams, 458. 4(jG 

Dental colleges, 59,242 

Dentifrice, saponaceous, 417 

Deniijitry, intprovr-ment in, 263, 314 

DiarrhcBu, tn^Hled by sulphuric acid, 460 

Dislocation of the fvmur, rediirible without 

pulleys. 21), 77i 142, HM, 30^ 37^ 41J ; 

of vertebra, i2 ; of the cervical verte- 

brs, G!i 

Dodson, Dr. N. M. Human body con- 
verted into ndipocire, ^2 

Domestic medicines, nreparatiun aod sale 
of, 447 



Dowler's (Dr. B.) theory of the nervous 

system, 4uii 
Drownin<(, recovery from, 1 29 
Drus inspectors, standiirds fur, 240 
Diitdin, hoiipitals of, 14 
Duoiilii^on's Medical Lexicon, 337 
Dytientery, treatment of, 71, 2-''>6, 350 ; its 

p:itholo<:y and truiilutent, 234 ; at the 

West, aiiQ 
Dysnienorrhoea, treatment of, l.'tfl 
Dyspepsia, Dr. Dick's muices on (he tront- 

mcnt of, I77i 2rfl^ 2*1 

Edinhursh, letter from, 24 
Hdiiiirial rorfexpondenro from Europe, 22 
Electric pendijlnm, alleged discovery, 430 
Eleclropalliy, Ui3 

Ernmena;io^u**», Dr. Chiipman on, 157 
Kn:!land, censm of. 1112 
Epidemics of j\ew England and N. York, 
42d 

Epilepsy, 173 ; incidiont of the scalp in, 

Ether discovery, the, 223 
Exirucis, Kioiple m»'lh<»d <»f preserving, 500 
Eye, Dr Pliysirk's lecture on, (j2 ; dis- 
eases of the, 4\)l 
Eye;*, infant born without, iai) 

Fatnilies, medical attendance on by the 

ye«r, 540 
Fear, ctTecis of on the system, IS& 
Fees, medical, suit to recover, 4lif 
Female medical colleges, JOG, 398 ; col- 

lej^n in Philadelphia, llkj 
Feiiintes, excess of in Cireat Britain, 45; 

in manufactories in Philadelphia. S^:^ 
FeviT<<, prevalent ones in iSleub«'n rounty, 

N. Y., 321 ; at the IaiIioius of Panatnu, 

361 ; in SufT-lk Co N Y.,422 
Finger, reunion of divided portion, 26 
Fingers and toes, superriumerary, 412 
Fistuin, new method fnr the cure uf, 474 
Folliculitis, treatment of, 344 
Forbe8'8(Dr. J.) book on happiness, 144 
Foster prizes, tai 

Fracture, cctmpnund, of the liliia,40; of 
the leg, statistics of, 227 ; oftiiu thigh, 
267 ; improved treatment in cases of, 
43l> ; of the cranium, with depression, 
41iG 

Fright, nrndiicinj! denlh, QC\ ?fi(> 
Fuller, br. M. Aiiipuiaiiun of the fore- 
arm, 23^ 

Galeniine, Dr. C. B. Dysentery of the 
North, 21 

Gangrene, after labor, 132 ; senile, of the 

extremities, 81 
Gastritis, nature and treatment of, 15S 
Gastrolomy, accidental, case of, 530 
Geological Observer, the, 1B4 
Georgia, Medical Society of, li)4 
Gestation, period of, 13^ 
Gout, prevention of, 246 
Gralinin, Sylvester, death of, 187; his life 

and doctrines, 316 
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Grief, it» effecM on tlio <yiitem, 11)6 
Orijiwiild, Dr C. D. Pf>Kt-inoriein exnm- 
inalion of the New York Unsinler of 
Medicine nnd Plinrmncy, 3()t> ; Ins wi»rk 
un the Uthinus of Puiiaina, OIG 

Hindy, Dr. W. R. Dcntnl CoII»»«,'e«, 53 
H;iycs, Dr A. A , nn tl>e piirifinntion of 

chtofitfitrm and clilorin ether, 
Health, Inwa of, LGM ; piiltli'*, prHsorvation 

nf. JSl; at the Went, 4ihi 
ll(':<rt Mild lui»g«, di(>eHPP8 of, 145 ; case of 

rupltirn i>f the hetirl, S40 
llcnimi, Dr. G Operations for hernia, 

:tlQ 

flptn'irrhnxe of the tun«i8, rnne of, -114 

H^iiiiicrhoids, Ircatnient of. 21li 

llepiii'-. dropsy, onse of, 513 

Htiih*. Mtransutat^'H, ra!M8, 310 ; Dr. 
Brvanl on tht? rndiralcure of, 5:tti ; nmr- 
piiine in the tre'itmenl of, ; circular 
of a roinmillPH, li'w, 408 

Il^rrick s (Dr N. B.) DiM-ournR, UH 

lli^siriiKin, Dr. P. J. Disease of the knee- 

Hiichrnck, Dr. A. C«s<>8 of hernin, 89 
II<>itKf-M|i;ithistfl. high rlisr;t«s by, 'Hi 
Ilomu^Mpalhy, diwertntion on, ftlti 
Hi>okpr's ( Dr. W.) dissertntion on homes- 

•ipatiiy, al<i 
lii>rn«*r's .An>itomy, ni^w edition of, 134 
Hx^pilatx, history of, '.^i7 
Htmihrildt, B.iron, inltfrview with, 24 
Hydatids, expulsion of, with hemorrhage, 

Ilydrtiria, cnse of, Jfi 

Hygiene and vilnl stali«li'*s, 1(>5 

Hyatenii, deM-riptiori of, 50 

Irlhyosis, case of, L&J 

Idiocy, raiiiarks on, 5<)7 

idiotn, NMyliim 4i>r in New York, 188 ; in 
Bfn.»nn, 315, 3^ 

Inebriates, the custody of, 22D 

Irifint therap«>uiics, 437 

Influenzn, Dr. Rush on, \2i 

Inf^AMa, Dr. W , death of. 1GG 

Ihttalalions, niedicinni, itH. lAl 

InifCiilaliun and vurfitialion, 247 

Insan**, periodical edited by the, 63 

Insanity, causes and nature of, 211, 252, 
3'>1, 3(4. 407, 4."> 4 . 4(]^ 5<)5 ; caused by 
use uf tobacco, 2l>o ; Dr. Jar vis on the 
csusea of, 281> ; plea of, in a trial for 
murder, 521 

Intempcnince, mortality of, 166 

lolestme, small, rupture of by a blow, 21 

Iodine, manufacture of, 26 

luwa, university of, UT^ 517 

Jarvis, Dr. E , on the causes of insanity, 
Jenner, proposed monument to, 6C, 102, 

142. im 

JohnsMi's (Dr. C. E.) Address, 226 
Juini, artificial, case of, lli^ 



Journals, medical, G6 

Joy, intense, dokturious efTects of, 1^ 

Kentucky, Medical Society of, 4Q& 
Kinei«ipathy, 417 

Knee-joint, carrinomatous disease of, 98 
Kdiglii, Dr. Z. T. Temperature and 

health of Missouri, 222 
Kiiowlion, Dr. Cliiiiles, death of, 109 ; 

his autobiography, U L I4'.>, 112 

Lactation, deficient, remedy for, 147 
Lumberr, Dr. T. & Free Medical Col- 
lege in Michigan, 221 
Lnti<;ti!i^e, number of letters in, 480 
Law .M i^azine, the, 4I(> 
Lead, diseHsi's caused by, 204 , 31 Ki 
Leciiires, Medical, in Philadelphia, 61,95, 
133, 152 

Leg, Palmer's artifirini, in London, 18, 

258. 2lia ; Stone's. 77^ 146 
Liebi:;, profi-Ksor, honor conferred on, 288 
Life iosunince, 3">8 

Liiiature of the external iliac artery, 540 

Lithiasis in Kiixsia, l^d 

London, hosnitiiis in. 22 

Loring. Dr. u. B. Ciircinomntous disease 

of Uncp-joint, 
Louisa County (Vu.) Medical Society, 

540 

Lunatic asylum, new, in Massachusetts, 
4(i. 124^ 20L a» Somerville, Ms., 

281 > ; bulloon descent among lunatics, 
340 ; in Vermont, 457 ; at Worcester, 
Ms., 532 

Lunatics in Syria, treatment of, ^4 
Lungs. diseascR uf the, 125, 145 ; peculiar 

acid secreted in, 5^ 
Lungs, nbccs-* of the, 174, 200 ; diseases 

of the, 425 
Lupus, nature and treaiwent of, 462 

Marlise's Surglrnl Anntomy, 316 
I^I.iguuii, Dr. C. Ilealih uC Natchez, 
3:t8 

Maine, mcdicnl school o€, 438 
Malj:ai;:nc; s Ujityalive Surgery, 31.5 
Mal-praclice, suits for, 40, 137, 203 
Mania, causes of, 96 

Mann, Dr. C. S Ulceration and perfora- 
tion of tlie stomach, 526 
Miis«arhuselts, registration in, 103, 515 ; 
Medical Sficielv, 200. 476 ; Medical 
Colleiro. 314. 3!>5. 458 ; General Hospi- 
tal. 3.'i7. 415 
Maternity, new work on, 26 
Maxillary bone, excision of the, L21 
McLean Asylum for the Insane, 2^6 
Measles, remarkable attack of, 'Srin 
Medical men, advuniiiges and duties ol^ 

Medicina mechiinica, 411 
Medico-legul iiialters, ."i24 
Memoirs, medical, 417 
MiTciiry, Dr. Chnpmnn on, Q2 
lUui.stuutic origin of ili.<3cutie, 2ii6 
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Mirhignn, Mcdiral Srhool of, 84, IQA ; 
Freu Medjoil College, 221 

Micro«cnp«, ud« of by phyticinni, 41i 

Microscopic preparation!*, 

AliddleMsx (Mhm.) District Medical So- 
ciety, 'ilA 

Midwir«ry »taii*tic9, 23Q 

Mind nnd matter, n-ciprncal Agencies of, 
9, 49. 169, 195, 2i)l). 2:)2. 301. 3til, 407. 

11)474 gyaiS 

Miscell.tnv, medicni. 27, 47^ ft^ 87, 108, 
12-j. 148. IKd, 2<>7, 22H, 247, 2(W, 2^7, 
:tjn. 35S, 37^3991 459, 479^ 499, 
519 

MicKionary service, medical men in the, 

43d 

Mi)>?)iMtppt State hfMpital, at Natchez, 
Migihiun, teiiiperaliirM nnd health of, 3^^8 
Misunderstandings among medical men, 

411 

Miirhpll. Dr. S. Fevers of Sieuben Co., 

N. Y.»32J 
Mitchell, Dr. T. D , sketch of, ^ 
Mititstrotfity, case of 6& 
Morphia, death fruni accidental use of, 

3IS 

Mortality, of New Jersey, i2Q ; of differ* 
ent States, 477 ; of Boston, 479; of 
several towns, 498 ; from consumption, 

• ^ 

Mowe, Dr. D. Origin of animal beat, 

409 

Murdor, trial Hir — plea of insanity, £21 
Muriatic acid, US. 

Nashville, Tennessee, Medical School of, 
1^ 

Nfltchez, health of, 338 
.National Medical College, fil 
Natural history of the human species, 35Z 
Nervoua system, new method of studying, 

5M 

New Hampshire, Medical Institution of, 

306 ; c«»ld weiitlior in, 4liB 
New Jersey, r^gtiitrutiun in, 420 
New Lebanon, its physic gardens, &c., 

241 

New Orleans, Monthly Medical Register, 
264 ; health of, 378 

New York, At iidemy of Modicine, 147 ; 
Ho«pital, 147 ; Rt)<;i<itur of Medicine 
snd Pliarniacy, 160, 309 ; Medical 
Times, 2QA ; DenuTCollegc, 2d3 

Nicotian peoponics*. 236 

North (^urolinn, Alcdical Society of, ^0 

Nostrums and patent medicines, lii2 

Nutrition, remarks on, 370 

Obstetric operations, mortality attending. 

Obstetrical sutistics, 42 ; repott, 4^ 
(Esophagus, stricture of the, liiA 

Old j»Re, 34i) 

OpiHies, in traumatic injuries, 
Opium, iu use and abuse, 198 ; substitute 
for McMunn's elixir, 1^ 



Ovarian dropsy, cure of, 21D ; attempted 

removal «»f ihu cyM, 421 . 4:i9 
Ovarian irritation, remarks on, bSil 
Oxygen, chungo« produced by, L4a 

P.ilrner, B. F. Letters from London, 14, 

258 

FuUy, facial, incomplvte. 413 

Panama, the ftsvvrof, 3Sil ; Dr. Griswold's 

work »u, flit) 
ParocenttfSM thoracis, fur abscess of the 

longs, 174, ^ 
Paralysis, couiplele and long-continued, 

312 

Paris, the hnspitais of, 1111 ; medical in- 
stitutions iif, ; letter from, ULi ; 
medical school of, 377 ; American phy- 
sicians in, 4.'t<t 

PsrkrtiAn, Dr. S. Case of ovarian dropsy. 

Parsons, Dr. C. W. Inflamnatioo of 
psoas maunus muscle, L2U 

Pnrtions, Dr. U. Amputation of the ute- 
rus, r»! i 

Parturition, difficult, external pressure in, 

220 

Pathological Anatomy, elements of, 
Pauperism, eocioty for the prevKutiuu of, 

336 ; extent of, in Boston, 532 
Pennsylvania, University of, ; Modiual 

Society of, 224 
Pereira's (Dr J.) Materia Mi-dira, 376 
Ferley, Dr. D. txlMrDwl [ir«»bure lu dif- 
ficult parturition, 2211 
Fftrefaction of iliu humnn body, 4.">9 
Phurinaceultnal cuuvunliuo tu M«w York, 

m 

Phnrtnucopoaias, Brilitth and furtiign, 263 
Philudelphm, College of Fliytiictauii, 2">. 
'JSH i Cullege of Mndicine, 64^ tH ; Fe- 
male Mpilical Collogo, lis ; typhoid 
fever in, 219 -, m«Uic-ai practitioners in, 
2fi2; County Medical Society Report, 
492 

Phosphate of lime in the treatment of 

consumption, 440, 452 
PhrenitiH, nature and treatment of, 
Physicians' visiting list, 2<i3 
Physiology, Carpenter's, 3ilj 
Pictorial Anatomy and Physio!o<;y, 225 
Pin and needle, migrations of through th« 

body, im 

Pineo, Dr. P. Stricture of the oesophagus, 

\M 

Plague, the, at the Canary Islands, ; 

at Madeira, 31Ji 
Puimning, by cheese, 55 by mushrooms, 

2>-i j ; by strychnia. 413 
Pork, as an article of food, 186 
Postage on medical journals, 42Q 
Potash, oxvmuriate of, 92 
Potsdam, description of, 123 
Powders, new mode nf preparing, GOO 
Pff!scripliun.s, ille^^ibly wrillcn, 2i ; Kcport 

of the Philadelphia County Medical 

Society, 492 
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Pri««nilz, the hydropalhUt, death of, 480 
Fmt'eMiunal nuct-etw, 44 
ProMcution, malicKMiii, iriNi fur, 207 

rnasnun inuitcle, infliimmuliun of, 

Its) 

P>iliD>>niiry d\*fnint, cnte of, 330 
Pampkin ieedsi, for expulling tdpe-worm, 

Qaarkery, a orw form nf, 440 

Qunck medicine*, Ib7; f>iral efierta of, 
373 ; advertisHnieiila uf. 47d 

QiiAcks pHni«hmenl nf in tlie days nf 
tdwHrd VI., 87 ; their modes of treat- 
ment. 22A 

Qiiarantines, in the Mediterranean, 43 ; 
painplilela on, 2U3 

Kam«.-iy, Dr IL A , a card by. 380 
Kafn«ny'» (Or. F. A.) primary medical 

ii«:h>Kil. I8*i 
lUiulall, Dr. O. W. Injury to cervical 
Virrt»:braD, I'Jti ; suits for mal-praciice, 

LSI 

Ranktng'ii Me<lictil Abstract, fill 
Kanney, Dr. LL D Report uf cases, 75 ; 

gangrene afier labor, LI2 
R^gistrntion in Massnrliu.«elti>, 103. fHH 
Ueid, Dr. W. W. Reduction of disluca- 

tiona of the fnmur, 411 
ReKftiiHM excitement, a cauco of insanity, 

Rf^piratiiin, new theory of, 376, 461, 481, 
41K>. 523 

Rhi^umaitsin, Dr. Rush's lecture on, 62, 

Rhubarb, its use as a purgative, 112 
Ricinia communis, as a purgative, 177 

Robinson, Dr. F M., letter from, 38Q 
Rudders, Dr. J. K., cause of death of, 496 
Rndgers, Dr. M. M. Medicinal inhala- 

Roman army, the, its medical ufHcers, 244 
Rumez aquaticos and acetosus, 178 
Rush Medical College, 

Salvia offirinalit, 12g 

Sanborn, Dr. E. K. Disfocation of cervi- 
caI vertebne,63; rupluro of small intes- 
tine, Zl 

Sanfurd. Dr. E. Alcoholic intoxication and 
ana^thesia, 274 ; incomplete facial pal- 
«y, 413 ; rpmurks on lupii.n, 4<>5 

Sanitary conference at Paris, 

Sanitary movement in Belgium, 287 

Saratoga waler,(ki', viiiiters to the springs, 
bt> ; the empire spring, 1^ 

Scarlet Atver, use of yeast in, 34Q ; Dr. 
Morris's lectures on, '■iDT 

Sciatic nerve, injury from prnssure on, 411 

S< amen, medical book for, 243 

Sc3-sickiiLM9, proposed remedy for, 03. 

Sex, doubtful, case of, 5Z 

Shipaiao, Dr. A. B. Suit for mal-praclice, 
id 

Similia similibus in surgery, 2fiZ 



Sketeli«>s of eminent living physicians, 

Skin, on the diseases of, 457 

SInde, Dr. D. D. Syphilitic inoculation, 

212 

Sleep, the nature of, \SQ 

Smallpox, new treatment for, 336 

Smith, Dr. G. B. Severv and long-con* 

tinued spasms, 229 
Smith, Dr. J. M. Case of artificial joint, 
123; reduction of the fmnur when dis- 
located on the dorsum ilii, 189 
Societies, medical, policy of, 4Zii 
Somnambulism, description of, 171 
Soulhtirn Mtidicnl Uepurls, 2iii 
Spasms, severe and lon£-c<m tinued, 22D 
Spiritual knockinj:*, at Nantucket, liid 
Splint, newly-inviniled, 
Starling Medical College, 517 
Sterility, Hindu remedy for, 21Ki 
Stomach, dingnosiii nf diseases of, 381 ; 
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ON THE RECIPROCAL AGENCIES OF MIND AND MATTER. 

(Th« LuMldan Lectures for 1851, delivered at the Koyftl College of PbyiicieiM, Loodooi by i. C. 

Baddey, M.D., Cantab, &e. 

Mr. l^HKSiDENT AND Gentlkmfn, — 111 entering Oil ill c oflice of Lum- 
leiaa lecturer, whicli I have ilie honor of holding, and in olifriiig the 
product of niy hunihlo exj)erience to so U':ii [led a body, some little al- 
lowance will, I trust, be made for the many im perfections which I am 
but too well aware are inseparable from my position. The science of 
mediciae hta, within the last few Tears^ advaoced ivith strides so rapid, 
and improvements so unquestionable— whilst treatises so lummous and 
voluminous, in every de|>artment of science, liave been launched so ]ibe> 
rally from the press — that the selection of a subject for a lecture is as 
difficult as the prospect of throwing new light upon it is comparatively 
hopeless. An expansive veil of obscurity, nevertheless, still shrouds the 
arcana of nature and of disease ; and many are the objects which neither 
the mental acumen of man, nor the telescope of time, will probably ho 
ever able to explain. We witness disease in myriad forms and varieties, 
and are hourly invoked to obviate its ravages ; and we succeed : we em- 
ploy the remedies which science has supplied, and experience has at- 
tuned to their complicated operations ; we snatch, lu numberless instan- 
ces, the sufferer firom an untimely grave ; or, if we fail in averting a 
fiital tenninauon— 

<* Mtlw Itngoor tmile, aad fmoolh Ihe bed of dealh." 

Not entirely discouraged, thereiore, by the difficulties with which it is 
encompassed, 1 liave selected for my subject, in the performance of the 
duties which are assigned me, The Reciprocal Ageiicies of ^Rnd and 
Matter; and, inasmuch as no part or portion of the body is exempt 
from mental operations, and, on the other hand, the functions of the 
mind are either impaired or obliterated by disease of the encephakm, a 
most extensive and mteresting field is open befine US. Sach,rodeed, is 
the varying mtensity with which the mind operates directly or indirectly 
on onr corporeal structure, that at one time it prostrates, and in a moment 
extingukbes every manifestation of life — at another, it paralyzes, or only 
partinfly destroys it : or it lays the lamentable foundation of protracted 
and iiH iiniblc disease. Knowing, as we do, that the brain is tlie seat 
of tiie ackoowledged superiority of man over the whole of animated 
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existence — ^the fountain from the which our every passion and our every 
feeling flows— the abode of consciousness-^ilie throne of intellect— of 
reason--of roemorv— of judgment — ^in a word, of every manifestation 

of the human mind — it becomes our duty to study its material conditions 
in connection with disease, as well as to trace out and observe the mental 
pbenomenii (iejiendent on its impairuicnt. Tt i^ not my intention, however, 
to wander into liie mystical labyrinll) ot nieiti[»)iv^ical inquiry, nor to sub- 
ject myself to tiie animadversions of iheolorrians !)y advancin': (l(x;lrlaes 
to which an) objection can b« raised. A hiuad margin exists between 
the animus and the anima. The workings of the one (inasmuch as they 

• are connected widi, or dependent on the brain and nervous system) 
come legitimately within the province of the physician, and may fairly be 
discussed without entrenching on the object of the care and cure of the 
divine ; and far be it from me |o invade his holy mission, or trespass on 
tlie boundary of his pious office ! Undisputed as it is by men endowed 
with reasoning faculties, and not afraid to exercise them, that the brain 
is the material organ of the mind— established as the ] proposition is by 
positive, and strengthened as it is by negative, reasoning— we have no 
choice hut to heheve it : hourly evidence demonstrates it ; and, to shrink 
from the conic ujplaiitm of its workings, or to reject the fact itself, is to 
mistrust the wisdom and deny the onniipotencu of Him who created and 
endowed it I Not that the identity of mind and matter is hence lo be 
inferred* The wind bloweth where it listeth, and no man can tell 
whence it cometh, or whither it goeth." Should the brain be disordered, 
as is evinced in the delirium of fever, or should its structure be impaired, 
as in cases of insanity, the healthy action of the mind is impaired or 
obliterated also ; and, should tlte harp ()e onf of order, or its strings be 
out of tune, its music is discordant, its melody destroyed, or no sound 

• whatever can be elicited from it. 'The brain beini^ the seat of con- 
sciousness and of j)erc«'|)tion, ohjrris act upon it. exciting different emo- 
tions and sensations, which are con\eyed, throiii;h tlie medinm of the 
nerves, to diircrent organs of the body — lo the elands, for example, 
whereby the secretions are instantly affected. What, in common par- 
lance, is the ** mouth watering," but the sight and anticipation of a sa- 
vory morsel acting through the brain and nerves on the salivary glands, 
augmenting their secretion, and otherwise prei)aring the digestive appara- 
tus for the exercise of its function ? What are tears, but thi- liquid es- 
sence of grief or joy emanating from the action of the mind on tlie 
lachr)'mal glands, under the influence of mental emotion? What is the 
palpitation of the heart niM] tremor of the muscles, in cases of sudden 
and strono; excitement, luu tije action of the mind on the muscular fibre, 
anfl consequently on ilie circulatin"; system, throUL'li il'e medium of the 
nerves? And so on with other lunetions of die animal ecunotny which 
it is unnecessary lo cnuuieraLe. Thai these efiects art produced, and 
these sensations generated, is known by daily and hourly experience to 
eveiy one ; but to demonstrate how it is effected, hie hbor^ hoc opm,^* 
The subject, at all events, has given birth to many shrewd conjectures 
—to many ingenious theories — to great varieties of opinion, and to much 
profiNiod reasoning amongst philosophen, irom the time of Hippocrates 
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to the present dry. HalJer» who has examined lhc«;e resppctlve tlieo- 
lies most minutely, leans to the opinion tiint the modus aperdndi of the 

nervt^ is by means of n most subtle fluid permeating their cavities, nnd 
lo u \)':r\\ the name of " siiirit " was rriven. Th\< i«=, in fact, the Ara- 
rhff wi " of Van HrIii;o;it," tho nfiitnn of Stalil, the mattria viiit 
liijj'um" o\ Hunter, llie rifal prinri jiir.'' or siiMe essence of all 
othtTS. all of which are, in lucl, syuonx mous. Hunter conceived that 
this mobile, invisible spirit, was superadded to inert nvattrr, as niai^nelisin 
is lo iron, and put in motion other bodies which are evidoiu to the senses ; 
that it is consequently analogous to electricity and magnetism, thou^;!) 
not identical, and is so beautifully described in the 6th £neid of Virgil. 

As lo the ** vibrations and vibratiuncles " of Hartley, whether of an 
ebstic ether, or of the infinitesimal particles of the brain and nerves, 

there may be such thin«^%" as Dr. Reid says, " for what we know, and 
men may rationally inquire whether tiiey can find any evidence of their 
existence ; but, while we have no proof of their existence, to apply them 
to the '■'olotion of phenomena, nnd to !»u':ld :i system upon them, is what 
1 I'onceive we call building a cnstN' in [Iw air." It is true that Sir Isaac 
iVeuton formed a conjeclnrt^ of this ji;iiure, an authority which would 
c#.em to i:ivf' it a firmer foundation ; hut he achnitled also tlmt it Wiis 
not r^jtahliiht'd hv proof, thouirh it \va>^ fntitlrd to be exanitned by ex- 
peiiinents. Hartley, iiowt vi r, referred all our sensations and ideas — in 
a word, all the operations of our minds — to this theory of vibration — a 
theory which is opi>osed and ridiculed by Stewart, Reid and Dnim- 
mood. Descartes has attempted almost to demonstrate how, by the ani- 
mal spirits going and returning in the nerves, muscular motion, percep- 
tion, memory and imagination are efiected. Some anatomists reject 
ibese ideas on the assertion that the nerves are not tubular 1 Others 
assert that they are ! Le Gallois believed that th(>re is a secretion iti 
the nerves by whicli their power is transmitted, and throuifli which 
medium the bniin and spinal marrow exercise their action throu[];hout the 
bcKi\ . Then, again, there is a scrt of ideaiisfs, of which Bishop Berke- 
h'Y -dnd Hume were the h-adcrs : B(M-keley, indeed, so warmly emi)iticed 
his vapid theory of ideas and perrcjHions, as to reject the very existence 
of mailer altogether ! But, as Lord Byron observed — 

•* When Bishop Berkeley «aid ' ihere wa» no matter,' 
And proved it— 'twas no matter what be aaid ! " 

The ooly other theory which I shall adduce, and that to which, in my 
opmioD, the greatest plausibility attaches, is that the nervous influence 
depends mainly on some modimsation of galvanism and electricity ; and 
it is an equally curious and corroboFative fact, that substances which con- 
duct electricity are also conductors of the nervous fluids and vke vena. 
A strong instance of animal electricity presents itself in the gymnotus, or 
electrical eel, which it is sufficient that I should name, without detail- 
ing its well-known pmperties. 

This is a favorite hypothesis with many al)le physiologists, as well as 
witli mv??elf, and a close comparison of their airenf^it^'^ snhstantiates the 
closeness of their analogy. Tlie experiments insiiiuied Ijy Dr. VVikon 
Philip, of dividing the nerves supplying the stomucii and respiraiory or- 
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patSf and then substituting their suspended functions by a stream of gal* 
vaDism, still furtlier confinTi the doctriDe, aod so vividly illustnte its pro* 

bability, as to place ail others comparatively in the shade. The nerves are, 
in ?:liort. the (»!ectric wires by which ihi' !>r;iin tele^mphs it'^ workinjrs to 
dili'iTcnl gianduhir stations, or issues its comiiKuuls to the muscles of vo- 
lition ! If tlicsf wires ore sev«^red, the luIcLiinph works in \ iiin ; if these 
nerves are div ided, the operations of the iniiui un llic rrspeciive ors^an- 
isms are annilalaled aliu. Dr. l*hihp, alter detaihng his expuriineiits, 
asks — * Is it possible to explain the result of tJjese experiments without 
admitting the identity of the nervous fluid and galvanism ? We must 
either adroit this, or that there is another power capable of performing 
the most characteristic and complicated functions of the nervous sys- 
tem.'' Dr. Cooke favors the same opinion. Mr. Walker, in his woik 
on Philosophy, says — If a pe»on stand on the electric stool with 
glass ieet, and tnu( h the prime conductor for a few minutes while the 
machine is working, his pulse will be greatly accelerated ; and if bled in 
that situation, the hl(X)d will be projeeted a considerable distancc-p 
showing that electricity stimulates the motion of tlie heart, and inrren^es 
the motion of fluids. Can any doubt remain,'' he asks, thai tlus 
wonderful a^enl is a prime instrument in muscular motion ?" Tlie per- 
petual variations of our feelings and spirits, without any assignable cause, 
are, 1 hiive no doubt, frequently produced by the varying proportions 
of electricity in the atmosphere, exerting an influence on the brain 
and nerves through the medium of our respiratorv oij^ans ; and it is 
highly probable that the vital energy common to all animals and vege- 
tables is dependent on the agency of electricity, though perhaps not 
identified with it. Mr. Smee, in his Treatise on Instinct and Reason, 
says — A gentleman who has much to do with various persons as an 
agent, assured me that Uie weather much influenced the action of peo- 
ple, and to siirh an extent was he practically acquainted with it, that 
be never went out lo canvass on a dark and gloomy dny ; hut when the 
sun shines, and tlie sky is bright, peo])le feel happy witlnu tiieiiiselves, 
and then he can do busuiess with tliem ! " — p. 250. 

in damp and hazy weather, when elertrieity is carried off from oar 
bodies by humidity, our spirits become languid, and our sensibility less 
acute — the nerves lose Uieir tension and elasticity ; whereas, on high 
mountains, spontaneous flashes have been seen to be darted from the 
fingecs, the bodjr containing more than the sunoonding nn&od and 
conducting air. 

I am cormborated in this my opinion' also by Dr. Holland, who say's 
— Little though its mfluence has yet been defined, I believe that the 
electrical state of the atmosphere is that of all its conditions which has 
most important and ditiuscd effects on the animal economy, more rapid 

and pervading than any other, and (as one of the vhal stimuli) more inti- 
mately allied to the funrtions of the nervous system."" [Notes and 
Retlf clions, p. 485.] It is (Hllicult to advert to the f fFects of atmos- 
pheric electricity on the body without noticing the question wlieiher this 
l^reat natural agent is not of itself directly engaged in the functions of 
the nervous system, it is obvious that changes of atmospheric elac- 
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tricky hare much iofluence on the sensations and voluntar}' powers, 
producing results variously analogous to those which attend certain 

morbid states of Ixjdy more familiar to us. An atmo-phen^ lii'^fhly 
ciiarged with electricity produces ahfrrmtions of chill and wanulh on 
the skin, and many indescribable sensations ; sometimes feelings of a 
rbeumatic clianicter in the muscles, tingling and itching of liic sentient 
extremities of the nerves; and a thunder cloud is frequpntly productive 
of headache or other cerebral affections. All this demonstrates the in- 
fluence of electricity on ^e animal economj. 
But, to return from this dij^ression. 

If the mind possessesy through the medium of the brain and nerves, 
such an immense and powerful influence on the subordinate corporeal 
organization as to enable man, under the excitement of mental emotion, 
to perform the astonishing feats, and accomplish the Herculean labors 
which we continually witness or read, it can easily be understood that it 
can also impair or totally subvert the frail and delicate elements of 
which our corporeal frame is composed. Thus it happens that hv its 
stimulus to the circulatinn: system, the action of the heart and arteries is 
impelled at times l eyond their powers of endurance ; and a ves?5el 
bursting on the brani, a fatal apoplexy suddenly ensues, or a lingering 
paralysis is entailed for probably a melancholy series of years. Tiie 
body auceumbs lo the sovereign influence of the mind i and the bero, 
whose " very name struck terror to the foe," b at once reduced to a 
state of helpless impotence. 

In. others, where, through misfortune or through grief, the spirits, once 
so buoyant, are utt^y dejected and depressed, the canker-worm of care, 
with slow and insidious progress, eats into some less vital organ* and, 
altering its structure, and vitiating its faculties, gradually undermines the 
fabric of the constitution, and establishes a painful, an incurable, and 
uhimately a fatal disease. 

During the few yeai^ in which I formerly practised in London, whilst 
engaged one morning in conversation with the late Sir Astley Cooper in 
his study, a subject was announced who had come from Norfolk for 
tliat justly-eminent surgeon's opinion and advice. His keen and prac- 
tised eye at once discmed the malady ; and befofe be put a questkm 
to the elderly and melancholy object that had entered the room, Sir 
Astley asked me if I could name his disease ? 1 admitted my inability 
beyond that of a constitution thoroughly impaired ; on which Sir Astley 
sakl that be was mocb mistaken if the poor man was not laboring from 
carciooma of the rectum, and that probably mind was tU at ease. 
On examining the patient the accuracy of his diagnosis was most fully 
confirmed, tie then observed how frequently that disease ensued on 
mentril distress. 

The disease is, however, by no means confined to the rectum. The 
female breast and uterus are particularly subject to scirrhus from the 
same cause. 

"I should have observed," says Sir Astley Cooper in his lectures, 
when speaking of the causes of this disease, that one of the most 
frequent is grief or anxiety of mind* It arrests the progress of seerelkm, 
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profiiirt's liTii;iilvc fever, niul hi-roines the forerunner of scirrbou.s tober- 
clc. How oitcn have I louud [lie contuuio-!!, whi'u ;i niollu-r lias \)L'vn 
watchini;, nii^lit mU<-i ni^lu, willi aiixioiii> sul*ciluti<j, llic [)ani;s luid ^suf- 
fcrin*»s of her clnUl, uiid lias had the comfort and £>ratificatiuu of seeing 
its recovery, Uiat in a short time after tliis slie has come to me wiih an 
uneasiness of the breast, which on examination I have discovered to be 
scirrhous tubercle. Full three fourths of these cases arise from grief 
and anxiety of mind. It is the slate of mind and body which pr^is- 
poses to this disease. The mind acts on tlie body, the s*^cretions are 
arrested, and the result is the formation of scirrhns. Lxx)k, then, in this 
complaint, not only at altering; the state of the constitution, but relieve 
the tnindy and remove, if possible, the anxiety under which the patient 
labors." 

Mo-t sur^coii^, I believe, concur in ibis opinion. Sonn\ however, con- 
sider that ihcic must bean hereditary or ronsiitutional predisposition to the 
disea<5e. Oih« is, that it beIon«4S especially to maidens, or to wofnen 
wiio have never borne cliiblii ti. Its visitations, however, oecnr iiuiis- 
criminately ; and where the exciting cause is suliicienlly strong to gene- 
rate the disease at once in a diathesis favorable to it, a similar result, 
thougli more remote, n)ay ensue where it may not be expected. 

(To ba coBilBiied.) 



WOMAN'S DRBSS A C\USC OF UTCRINE DISPLACEMENTS. 
[Read before the RoRton Society Ibr Medieat Inprovement, July 28. tS6t, by Dr. W. G. Coai.*.] 

The great and increased frequenev of ulcrine disphicenients in the last 
few years must have forced itst li upon the attention of every practi- 
tioner of medicme. A peculiarity, too, that they have of late assumed, 
is, that they are now met with in very young persons, whilst medical 
authors, writing not a quarter of a century ago, describe them — unless 
in exceptional cases — as actions to be found in women who have seve- 
ral times undergone the labors of a mother — in those of originally defect- 
ive constitutions^n those who have been imprudent in making exer- 
tions too soon after cliildbirth— or, in short, in ihase who have been worn 
down and enfeebled by any cause calculated to lessen the general tone 
of the system: imprudence in habits of life — ovcrta^kiii'^r in particular 
occupations requiring a stooi/nii position — decay from ai^f, Sec. Wf? 
find, however, now — and J ajipeal to those present for a candid confirma- 
tion or contradiction of the assertion — that a lar^e nmiiber of caies of 
prolapsus uteri occurs in those in early womanhood, and some in those 
wlio have scarcely advanced beyond girlhood. For my own part, with- 
out recurring to former cases, the fact that at this moment I have under 
my care five — not one older than S3— one of them but 18 yearn of 
age— oot one of them a mother — ^none engaged in any exhausting occu- 
pation, gives me warrant for what I say — and, though accident may just 
now have greatly increased proi)ortion of such cases, I cannot be- 
lieve that in the total my expenence is very different horn that of otheis 
present. It is, then, surely an bteresting subject for mquiiy as to what 
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are the cau«!p? of the frequency of these affections jii<?t now ; and why 
are the youngest, and, in other respects, the heartiest women the ?ic* 
tims of it. 

One undoubted explanation for some of this frequency is, that from 
an increase of medical research and inquiry u|)on the subject, the dispa<;e 
is now detected, where formerly it was passed by unrecognized, so tliat 
the inciease of frequency is not so great as at first might be imagined. 
I state this in the outset, plainly, that it maj have its foil force as for 
as it can and that it may not he supposed that I have at once gone 
to a fovonte tbeoiy, not looking catefolly and without prejudice to o<her 
sources. 

Throwing out, then, a fair proportion of cases, as accounted for ahove, 
we still have left a laige number for which we must seek other means 
of acconntin'_'. Th^se we believe we find in the mode of dress now in 
jfashion amongst our women — the [jeculiarity of which, as interesting to 
U5, is, that it h supf)orted almost entirely from the waist — usine thnt 
word, not in the drr^ -maker's sense, but in its old meaning as designal- 
ing the contract- <i portion of the fi<;nre just above the hips. 

Until the ki>t fifteen years, although the dress was at times worn 
Tery low on the chest, it was always hung by broad shoulder-straps — fre- 
quently coming from the shoulders very high up towards the sides of the 
neck. A leference to any prints illustrating the ftshioos of this century 
prior to the time mentiondd, or the costumes of England or France for 
way period, will more fully explain this if necessaiy* Ahout fifteen 
years since, as a ball dress, the shoulder-straps were left off, so that the 
upper line of the dress was perfectly horizontal, and this, with those 
clastic views of delicacy so peculiar to fashion — was often low enough 
to disclose the edge of the inn-pit. In this style there was apparently 
great danger of the dress slipping down, and it would do so but for the 
ingenious thonLjh not fjn^ceful contrivance of suspending]: it from up- 
rights of whalebones the lower ends of which are supported at the waist. 
This, from being a bail costiuTie, has become more and more common ; 
so that now, even when high-necked outer dresses are worn, the under 
dresses are cut low and supported as above described, in order to suit if 
a change he made in the former. Thus much for the part of the dress 
above the watst-^'to which we attribute its measure, though not a veiy 
large one, of the affections under consideration. 

To the part below the waist, however, we believe we can look with 
confidence for a foil and satisfactory explanation of the mischief done. 

With a view of improving their shape, the lower part of the dress of 
women now con-^ists of six, eight, or even more, skirts * made of vnnoiis 
materials ; cotton — the stiff woolen material, intendrf! for curtains, railed 
moreen — flannel, and at times (jiiilted with cotton wool — weighini: to- 
gether, as a*;certained by actual experiment, ten, twelve, and even fifteen 
pouiuls. Each of these is supported hy a string drawn very tightly 
around the body. We have seen the marks of these strings for days 
after the skirts have been removed — ^we have seen them even aner 
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death. Here, then, is the first source of evil — llio coniinuoti j)ie»ure 
and constraint that those strings kcei) up — evideiiily uuibarrasijiDi; greatly 
iho organs within. When to thi:>, iiovvevcr, we add the wf»i^ht of the 
skirts, we cannot but at once perceive how great an additional iiirce we 
set to work, paiticularly If its operatkn— as exerted upoo orgaiw liAvtng 
amongst themselves a mobility almost as great as that of fluid — ^be pro- 
perly estimated. To protect the abdominal viscera against this pres- 
sure> remember there b nothing, in front at least, save a thin partition of 
wonian^s soft and tensiooless muscle. Tliat these viscera should be 
ibrced downwards is not surprising ; that they must in turn exert an equal 
ibrce downward on the pelvic viscera, is apparent — and that the uterus, 
the most moveable of the last and the most ohnoxious f)y it> situation to 
receive sucii an impulse, siiould give way to the continual assaults upon 
it, is what we might most readily expect liojii the })remise9. Here we 
have an explanation full, and, wc trust, convincing, of the fret^utJiicy of 
a disease in the youngest and heartiest of the sex — wliich twenty years 
since was considered peculiar to those wiiose powci"s ol hie wcie greatly 
exhausted by demands upon them, or were already on the decline from 
age ; an explanation, I may mention in passing, not yet ofiefed, as far 
as I can ascertain, by any other writer. 

We look upon the mischief thus done as no whit less than that efiect> 
I (1 l y tight lacing ; but if anything, greater — for it is moie silently done. 
Friends cannot see, and do not understand, the evil at work, and there* 
fore can g^ve no warning word. The symptoms themselves commence 
so gradually and ()oInt so indirectly to the cause, as to excite no alarm 
in the victim. Exercise, wliirli ought to invigorate, soon rHfi«_rues and 
becomes distasteful. Ascemiing a fli«rht of stair?, or stoojHn^ to lift a 
comparatively light weight, instantly loads tiie hips with a hunlcn that 
can scarcely be borne. The hack, particularly at the lower part, feels 
sprained, and nieniory is taxed in vain for some injury to account iui it. 
Dragging sensations around the hips, pain down the legs, and weak 
knees, are attributed to rheumatism. The symptoms may now be^n to 
point more directly to the real seatofUie trouble— every monthly pe- 
riod brings renewetd sufferings, from whksh the system rallies more and 
more slowly— daily and hourly embarrassments occur of nearly all the 
organs within the pelvis — an irritable bladder (a very frequent symptom 
in my experience) — haemorrhoids — unceasing pain and continual sensation 
of bearin<^ down. The retiring delicncy of maidenhood shrinks from 
telling these, and unless marriage happily brings her under the care of a 
physician, the miscfiicf goes beyond iiope of relief. 

Displacement of the uterus, though the most permanent and grievous 
trouble produced by the heavy skirls, is not the sole one. Clo«e obser- 
vation and more particular inquiries into the symptoms of dysmenor- 
rhcea have convinced rae that in very many cases the pressure above 
described keeps up, if it does not actually induce, a plethora of that or- 
gan, to which much of the sufferings at those periods may reasonably be 
atsiibuted. This plethora, too, cannot be repeated oiten, or continued 
for a great while, it is evident, without alterations in the uterus itself, 
which must tend still fiirther to embarrass it in tlie perlbnnance of its 
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fijiirtions, and cntuil siilFering upon the patient. Acting upon my con- 
viction of this cause of suflerins at ihc; inonlhly perioils. I h;ive advised, 
upon ibc first waniing of tlie t\o\v comiiiciicin^, that the striii'^ around 
the waist should be loosened, and as nuuiy of tiie skirls removed as iho 
temperature will permit; and ibis I have oiiea iouud to give immcdititc 
relief to a great degree. 

If my theoiy as to the cause of so maoy of the cases of uterine dis* 
pkcement be correct, we have with it an explanation also of the ineffi- 
ciency of our means af remedymg the disease. Any truss or abdominal 
aopporter, to be efficient, acting precisely as the skirts do, by pressure 
octeraally upon the walls of the abdomen, must exercise a pressure 
fhlly equal to them before it can begin to do anything towards supporting 
the utenis. Tliis is too clear to require dnmon-liation. If it dof<5 net 
with efjiial force, we ask what can be the sliualioii of a woman with a 
t\vt*lve-(>ound force pressing dow nwards and a twelve-|X)uiKl force press- 
ing upwards, upon the soft walls of ibe abdomen ? What chance 
have the organs within of doini; their duty, and how Ion?, under such 
treatment, will it be before she can expect to lay aside aucb aids and 
assistances and find herself a well and hearty woman, with the original 
complaint perfi^tly remedied ? 

As a palliative to the evil of wearing such oppressive garments, we al- 
ways recommend that they should be supported by shoulder-straps ; and 
the suggestion of this simple expedient, imperfect as it is, has of itself 
hnxight us the heartiest thanks of the sufferers for the relief it has given 
them — assurin<r us that were tlie improvement canied further, in lighter 
and mnrr efjiially-stipported garments, greater relief minlit he nflorded to 
our [latients ; and many, who are not such now, might be saved from 
becoming invalid*?. 

The im|)ortanee of the subject, 1 trust, will be a sudicient apology 
lor tlie length of this paper, which I have tried to make as concise as 
clearness will permit. With a view to this, ! have omitted to relate 
particular cases, though I could give several, highly illustrative of the 
eorrectness of my views, as well as more especial conBrmations from ex- 
pression of patients themselves, often clotbed in the strongest langua*;e 
that relief from suffering and renewed health uses. 

In concluskm, I call attention to a moral aspect of the subject-^viz., 
that of all the peculiaritiea of woman's dress, which an appeal to the 
laws of phyaology shows conclusively must seriously influence her 
health — low-necked dresses, con=:et^, ticrht and constrainincf waists, heavy 
skirt>, narrow and thin-soled shoes — for not one of tbeni is the sliadow 
of a rlaim made that they contribute in the slightest to ease and com- 
fort ; but, on the contrary, it is openly professed that tiiey are used solely 
and entirely for the improvement of tlie figure. By which we are 
driven to the inevitable conclusion, iliai either woman was sent " into 
this breathing world, scarce half made up," or that French dress- 
makers have greatly improved upon the pattern as originally devised by 
the Creator. 

Bo$t(m,Mif^, 1851. 
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PALMER*8 ARTIFICIAL LEG IN LONDON. 

[Tnr followiiiij; Ictler from Mr. Palmer, inventor of iIk; improved artifi- 
cial Iri; which <;otjs by his iinme, and which has ofu ii hcen referred to 
in this Journal, will be read with interest, not only on account of the 
* gratilyinij success which it repruscuis an Aiiic'rican invention to have 
received abroadi but for the allusions contained in it to the personal cha- 
racteristics of many of the eminent surgeons of London. — Ed.] 

Dear Sir, — Four w <M'k^ luive uhipsed since you shook mv hand so 
kindly in the Ciysial I'al.icv, when ahouL iil ing your leave ol that Ta- 
bernacle of Nations, lo return to our dear Ameiica ! I iiupe vou had a 
pleasant passage home, and am most certain it must have seemed sweet 
to arrive there and seat yourself b an easy Boston chair, after clirobiog 
over Alps, and traversing Arabian deserts on the backs of camels. 

I promised you to write often, and the cause of non-fulfilment has 
been the fear that ray letters ^ould not intrr< si your readers, or that 
in complying with your request (while 1 should gratify many friends) I 
should necessarily make such use of the pronoun I," as would cause 
many unac(]uainted with my very humble self to make as Dree use of the 
** intcrji^ciion O " ! 

Hut my word is plodded ; and as you insisted that 1 should tell the 
tale of my ad\t iiiuies in this inctroijohs, and that I should tell it in my 
own it'ftf/. it sh.iil he entered upoij — and il yuu or any of your readers 
disco\ cr lhat 1 am gelling into any places where so hund»le an individual 
has no right, you have only to pay my passage back in one of tlie Col- 
lins steamers, to keep me from setting my foot on Royal Carpets " af- 
ter September next. 

But, in passing, I beg to remind you that I have not forgotten the 
time, some years since, when you, dirough your potential Journal, did 
so much to open the way to my present success ; and to state, that but 
for your kind assistance, and that of your medical compeers in Americai 
I might now' be found among the granite hills of my native State — a 
State, by-tiie-by, endeared to my Ju art hy all the most phasing and haU 
lowed reminiscences — instead nl finding myself (as recently) in the 
" Uxhrifh^e House." surveyini; die mutilated hero of Waterloo and com- 
[)airiot ol" VVvlhii -hju — or sfjueczed among the invincil)le taltcrdenia- 
iionary corps in Gauntlet Alley, leading from tlie Crystal Palace to 
Piccadilly ! 

1 arrived in liondon April I7th, and alter taking a short time to get 
tlie ground steady under me, so that the Patent Leg should iiot> like the 
« Golden " one — 

"In a wliirlipip bout, 

Stirk slitllv fUil, 

Like ibe 1^ of a Jigtawte** 

"I commenced my calls on the surgeons by visiting l*rofes5:or Fern;usson 
(Prince Albert''^ biugeon), and was received with all the respect due — 
not to ntysi /J] for that would not be worth mentioning — but to tl)e va- 
rious eminent American surgeons who had honored me with letters of 
introiluction lo him and to others. Prof. F. examined, with much appa- 
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lent deVight, the inveDtion, and (if you will pardon the liberty I take in 
aasuming a right not fotmdfy delegated) 1 will give you the verdict, 
ftrhatimf of thb veiy emiaeot surgeon, and also of some of his compeers 
in London. In my journal i have carefully kept the same from day to 
day, and some of the remarks are so quaint, characteristic and signifi- 
cant, as to merit publication just as they fell from the lips of the au* 
thors. Prof. Fergusson is a man of pleasing, unaffected address, but 
somewhat commanding in figure and pliysiognomy. After Inspecting 
bng nntl carefully all the minutia? of the invention, he very <:ra vcly sail!, 
*• It is clticr ! perfect ! woni)^:hh L." He then ;L^ave nx- a letter of 
introduction and reconmiendaiion to Mr. Cameron, medical attendant of 
Lord Anglesey. Jt vsas written in the most unequivocal terms of com- 
mendation of Uie hmb and the inventor. 

Upon presenting the letter at the Uxbridge House (the town residence 
of the Marquis), 1 was most kindly welcomed by Mr. Cameron, and by 
him conducted to the private apartments of his Lordship " to receive 
an introduction. The o!d heio I found writing at his table, notwith- 
standing his locks have been whit^ed by the frosts of more than tliree 
score years and twenty. He arose, and greeted me with kindly words 
and smiles, bidding me welcome to London and to his mansion. Tlie 
Marquis's let/ fell (with Napoleon's homicidal glory) on the 6eld of Wa- 
terloo, and a moninm^nt i^^ tfiere to its memory erected. 

Mr. Pott, an ingenious man. who had, also, lost a linih, had the honor 
of makin^ for the Marquis the description of leg wiiicli he has ever 
since worn, and which is called the " Anglesey l^eg" in America. Mr. 
Poll is now dead, and so is also the only mao who learned the business 
with him, and who remained in this countvy. The workmanship of the 
successor here, b not e(|ual to that of some arfisans in New York. 

The Marquis, by my permission, ordered in his leg-maker to see the 
Improred mechanism, and asked him what he thought of it. It was a 
bard question — he might as well have asked Napoleon what he thought 
of the fight at Waterloo 1 The art'isan hesitated ; but the hero continued, 
1 think it is mott devilish clever " ! The Marquis showed me all 
his ridinr^ and walkint^ limbs, and the manner of applying tlie samp. 

William Lawrence, E ([., F.R.S. (Surgeon to St. liariholonu w's Hos- 
pital and President of ilie Hgyal Colleire of Sure^eons), I next visiteil. 
He is a most |)ractical and approachable man, and received me with 
none, of that cold reserve or miserable etiquette which must someti//u.'< be 
endured. I went witli him to the Hospital, where the limb was shown 
to a large number of surgeoo.s. Mr. Lawrence indulged in the strongest 
terms of commendation ; and Edw. Stanley, Esq. (another surgeon of 
the Hospital) then slated that, " with such a limb to repair the loss, am- 
putations would now be much hu dreaded" It was suggested that in 
some way it might be brou^^hi within the reach of hospital patients. 

I most luckily there met Professor Henry J. Bijielow, of Boston, who 
having been chairman of the Committee on Artificial Limbs at the last 
exh;!)itIon in Boston, was prepared to assist me essentially. He stated 
that he had known the invention and its great success since it was 
brought before the public, and that it was incomparably better than any 
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othrr It'i; in Ai:h rica. The kinH and decidtid Uiniis in winch he 5poko, 
ilid much lo make my position easy on my first appearance in a Lon- 
don hospital. 

Mext, 1 presented my foot at the door of the great Sir Benjamin ; but 
(notwitstandin<j; I had previously sent the most ample credentials) I was 
whirled about on the tltreshold by the following pleasant greeting, un- 
accompanied by even a glimpse of bis person — Come at nine, to-mor- 
row 1 Exit, instanter. At nine, to-momw" 1 foimd Sir Benjamin in a 
happier mood, and not perplexed by a score of invahds. He was very af- 
fable, and entered into a critical exainination. w hich having concluded, he 
declared very rnrnr*>tly that the llinh was *' yirrfect," and p-ave me 
seven Iftten? of iiitrudiiclion to eminent hospital sui^con'^, caliinu' their 
attention to llu' iii\ » ntion as a " verv inifpniotis " American production. 
I have since learned that lie has omiiicMl no opportunity of speaking of 
the same. He conversed with great iVt'edom, and on Uavin^ his door 
I was honored with his extreme and distinguished courtesy, which con- 
trasted pleasingly with tlie irascible prelude of the day before* I am 
now acting under the auspices of Sir o. C. Brodie. 

Joseph H. Green, F.R.S. fof the Colle^ of Surgeons) has been veiy 
active in helping me on, and nis influence is very great. He said " it b 
much the best leg 1 have ever seen '* — gave me an introduction tO Mr. 
Wakley, of the Lancet, who said *' I know of no leg which can com- 
pf >t»' siicre^sfully witfi yours." He proposed giving a notice in the Lan- 
cet, whicli will soon a|i[)ear. 

Bransby 13. Cooper (Surgeon to Ho!?j)ital), after witnessiurr its 

action, sprang from his ciiair, and exclaimed — It is wonderj'ul — it is 
wonderful " ! 

Mr. Skey (Demonstrator of Anatomy at St Bartholomew's Hospital) 
said — "It is roost admirable " ! — ** is just what I have thought mifht be 
done.'* He continued-*" I should prefer to say an Englishman makes 
the best leg, but I milf^ say an American has, and I go for the bestJ^ 

Mr. Guthrie greeted me with—" IVho arc you " / An=?wf r— ** Ao 
American." " Your name," continued he. " Palmer," replied 1. "Oh 
ye*;, I have seen your wonderful leg," said Mr. G., •* but let me see it 
again." I explainrfi, and «iho\ved it*; prartlrnl oporation — then asked 
the venerable couipoer of Sir Benjamin Hrodie for his opnuon. He re- 
plied — " I can toll you in a few words what 1 think of it " — " it is a 
much better leg liian is made in London." 

Dr. Forbes received me with mucli kindness, and said, that thou;^ii 
not personally acquainted with such matters, he had tlie most entire 
confidence in the opinion of the many eminent American surgeons whose 
certificates and letters I presented. 

Mr. Curling (SurL'('on to the London Hospital), to whom I was in- 
troduced by Sir Benjamin Brodie, said—'' It is moat beautiful — ^the best 
Uig I have ever seen." 

Mr. liuke, !\Ir. Hilton, and Mr. Solly, were of the same opinion. 

Mr. Shaw (Surgeon to the .Middlesex Hospital) called at my rooms 
and i^'a\-e an order for a leg for a brother in Edinbui^h, who is a Judge 
of one of the higher courts in tl)at city. 
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I might go on for houis, giving you the names and expressed opinions 

of European surgeons who have honored me with their attention ; but 
the list is now too long; to be read, and I will close it by informing you 
ll)at several distinLitiished French surjjeons, among whom are Profes'^or 
Lallemniul. Member of the Tnstitutt\ &.C., and M. Roiix, Surgeon to 
the Hoiel DIli! ii riv'c invited nie lu Vav\<. 1 liave a patent iii France, 
also, and am aUuui io introduce the leg; liiere. 

1 iiuisi iioi omit iiientioiiing that his Excellency, Abbott Lawrence, 
received me with his most cheering smiles of encouragement. For such 
a receptbn by the American Minister, 1 am greatly indebted to Peter 
Hubbell, Esq., a high-minded and distinguish^ gentleman of Charles- 
lovn» Mass., who faiis ibr near four years made use, in person, of my 
invention ; also to Hon. Amos LdRwrence, and Thos. Fletchert Esq., of 
Philadelphia, who gave me the roost valuable letters of introduction. 
Mr. Lawrence offi^ed every assistance in his power to further my views. 
Ilo 3avr* me an introduction to Sir David Brewster, who is chairman 
of the Grand Jury of the orent exhibition. 

Sir D. Brewster said 1 had " j;iv<^n good practical proof of the supe- 
rionty of the invention," and iliat so vnlual)le an article woujd not fail 
of being duly apprcciaiLHl when iljey made tlieir awards. 

I have noted down in my journal the expressed 0|>iiiiu;i of every sur- 
geon and member of the Jury on such mechanism as mine, which, how- 
ever, 1 do not feel at liberty to publish while their official report Is pend- 
mg ; but this I will say, that no committee, either in Boston, New York 
or Philadelphia, ever committed themselves half so far in praise of the 
leg while an award was pending, as have this Jury. Yott shall be in- 
formed of the final issue, and shall have a copy of their report. 

1 have sent to Springfield for one of our mechanicians to come imme- 
diatthj w:cr, and shall have a manufactory open here in about one month 
from this time ; and you, who have so kindly and earnestly interested 
yonr-elf in my behalf, shall hear from time to time of my future success. 
And just in proportion as my interests are promoted, or as your very 
huiiihle, tiiough not uiianil)itioiis >-ervant is increasinuly honored, so will 
increase the debt of gratitude 1 owe to yotu^ell and many kind and efii- 
cient friends in my own dear country, who have cheered me on by 
fiiendly acts at home, and have sent " a wish or a thought after me ^ 
across the ocean. 

In conclusion^ my success thus far has exceeded my own anticipations. 
I have found a readtnes$ to appreciate, and frankneti to acknowledge 
convictions, which are beyond my former belief ; in truth, I have been 
honored much beyond my deserts, and been mistaken in high places for a 
much greater man than I am, or expect to be. 1 must tell you that, 
at the refjucst of several surgeons (among whom were Mr. Amott, Mr. 
Shaw, and the I'resident of the (vo!!f^f;e) I attended, last week, a grand 

Conversazione " at the Royal College of Suri^eons ; where I was 
conjpelled to run the f^auntlet froni 8 till I 1 o'clock at night, ljet\veen 
files of surgeons extending across the great rooin. It was a great oppor- 
tunity, and whether I successfully embraced it or not, you can learn of 
the men whose names I have used in connection with the learned 
assembkge. 
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^ EdiiaruU Corretpondenee, 

Thinkincr your readers furnished with a sufficient number of capital 
" I's " to enable tbein to read my letter w iihont spectacles, 

1 reiuaia your most oh't serv't, 
LondoUt Jubf 10, 1851. B. f aaml. PALjii:B. 
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BVITORIAIi C0RBB8F0NDENCE (CONCLUDED.) 

Berlin. — More heautirully arran^red cabinets are nowhere within my recol- 
lection, than those of the School of Mines, and the TTiinernlorrical lollc tmn in 
the University of Berlin, There is a smnll piece t»l meteoric iron, in which 
a wrought stone is fu&l, having the moon an«i stars cut upon it — and the little 
mass was probably once a ring, and found at Pompeii. Somebody had it 
made out of the metal from the skies, in a remote age — which demon- 
strates that meteoric iron fell then, as it now does, occasionally. No such 
thing as a description of the museum could be undertaken by any others 
than the professor? and curators. One block of malechite, from Siberia, is 
valnrd nt 1000 thnlers — not far from S2,800 of onr currency. The first 
diainond ever found in Siberia, discovered by Humboldt, was shown me. 
Some slabs, containing fossil foot marks of the Chirotbereum, are striking' 
specimens. The anatomical museum occupies a spacious suit of apart* 
ments, but it did not come up to my expectations. Two human skeletons, 
over seven feet tall, wer^ (he 'jorn< of the place. All the wet preparations, 
and tho:<e in comparative anaiomy, s^iruck me favorably. The zoological 
cabinet in vasL Every section is unsurpassed for iieatnesb and order. 
There are 22,000 birds set up. The fossil bones are not numerous or rare 
to a person who has seen the collections in France and England. 

The medical school of the University, conducted by the most learned of 
men in their several branches-, is not a very large one, taking into cnrisiile- 
raiion the reputation of the faculty, and the centralization of every thiiiir 
icieiitifi'' at Berlin. Two courses of lectures are delivered in the year, of 
SIX nionihs duration each. Two months slip away in a manner to make 
out only ten months of lecturing. The professors realixe but small fees 
for their laborious services. They would be frightened at such incomes 
as some very common kinds of talent command in some of the medical 
schools of the United States. Prof. Wf iss and Prof. Guslavu«? Ro?^e, gen- 
tlemen of extensive learning, are tli« ( l ofessor? of mineralogy and crys- 
tallog^raphy. Prof. Ritter — that e.\iraoriliuary man in phys^ical geography- 
is a tall, large*sized, heavy man, with a gigantic head, covered with flow- 
ing, long white hair. He is all kindness and cordiality — and cannot be 
otberwi.^r than a very agreeable man. He is 72 years of age, having been 
born at Quedlingbnrg, Aug. 8, 1779, but active and ambitious a? ever. 
His library embraces his own favorite topic?, and some of every tbinu eise. 
He seems to live in the midst of the colieclion, as all xhese German scho- 
lars do — for they have scarcely a thought beyond the immediate subject to 
which their laborious lives are devoted. Prof. Ehrenberg*— the literal 
meaning of whose name is "mountain of honor" — is quite a short man, 
thick set, with around full face, hair quite gray, whose enthusiasm is great 
on microscopical researches. He was born at Deiitsch, April 19, 17Q&. He, 
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too. lives amonp' his books. His work on the Nile will soon ho nut, and I 
am expvciiiiu'" much gratification from ptui M.^iiin^ his invpsliq-ations. He has 
ascertauieU that soinething like au cighlii ut the mud, brought down by 
the annual overflow, is a mass of microscopic beings. The land is there- 
fore ienilized by animal matter. He showed me perhaps tivo dozens of 
homceopathic-lookingf phials, in which were specimens of dust that rained 
down in different countries, and at difi'erent periods, which, on inspection^ 
has proved to be fn*«il nntmn! formations. Some urrr d< f 'cted by him, 
ahve. Wherever :^uca phen(»inena as falling dii??!, r( J t^ijow, &c., occur in 
our country, he expressed a hope that some of it might be preserved for 
analysis. I called on Prof. John Muller— a name familiar to American 
physicians— professor of physiolo^ and comparative anatomy in the Uni* 
versity. He was born at Coblcnlz, July 14, 1801 ; is a Stout framed man, 
broad cheated, with a larjOfe head, and short d:irk hair; seems very restive, 
con^-ianiiy changing hi'? position, as thonLrh intensely excited. He hns np- 
pareniiy been over-worked. Fotir tiiiu ^ a week, from 8 to 9 A. ^I., he 
reads a lecture on pathological anatomy; three limes, from 6 to 7 A. jVI., 
00 the special physiology of mkn; and five times a week with deroonstra* 
tions and experiments on animals. 

A day was set apart for an excursion, about seventeen miles, to Potsdam, 
a royal residence — which is an island about fonr miles diam*^ter, in the 
river Haul! — an imcu plare, fjiiiti' flat, hut ihroui^h the inLr.'nuiiy of man 
and the plajjiic eli'orls ol naiure, is allogether a l>eai2titiil ^]iot. It has 
30,0(K) inhabitants, and on account of the indomitable character of Frtde- 
rick the Great, who richly embellished it, must always remain a classic 
spot. The new palace, so call' d, of red brick, is splendid — and its ap- 
{mintments, pictures, marble halls, &c., make it a match for the royal resi- 
dence in France. Some excellent things by Riibenf, Vnnrlv- k' and a 
hundred others, adorn the walls. One immense apartnn ni lias iis walls 
entirely cohered with mineralogical specimens, stuck iix>l in cemenl ; while 
piksters, arches, cornices and beautiful devices, are entirely constructed of 
shells, o(f all sizes, shapes and colors. I never saw a more curious finish, 
nor one more easily made. I was shown the very room and furniture used 
by the pride and glory of Prussia — Frederick the Great— the table on 
which he wrote, and the identical books ho took pleasure in rending. The 
cfiilt'ction ot hooks is small, and cliicflv in FnMu'h. The tables, siiver- 
giit chairs, elegant tapestry and beautilul beds, ^how he had good taste, if 
he did sleep in his boots on the floor. Some of the cabinets were superb 
— being made of turtle shell. Charlottenhoff— a summer place, where his 
piBsant majesty sometimes takes tea — is perfectly charming. The grounds 
are picturesque, and the trees left to bend and twist, unrestrained, as they 
are inclined. Besides the fish pnnds, and other aquatic enclosures, thpre 
ici one L^iven np to the niu-ontroiled possesijion of mud tnrlles. The nh'a is 
quite original, and u was amusing to look upon such an army oi them, 
perfectly domestieated, and of all ages and sizes, sunning themselves. 
From thence I travelled to the palace of Sum SoMcj — a favorite with Fre- 
derick, who erected it. Bat a few rods from the front entrance on the left, 
in a rich piece of green sward, shaded by the figures of marble statuary, 
are the graves of his dogs, and a celebrated horse wliirh ho rode in his 
campaigns. Each dog-ijrave has a slab, with the name u[ the animal rut 
upon it. The great monarch used lo say that they were faiihlul iriends, 
and he honored their fidelin^. A few rods oflf, in another direction, is a 
vindmiU which he presented to the ancestor of the present owner. When 
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laying out the grounds of Sam Sonet, exactly on a corner of the propped 
domam there stood a miserable windmill, from which Frederick tried, to 
drive the owner away. But he was a sturdy fellow, and refused to budge, 
even for a king. Frederick then offered to purchase ; but being provoked, 
it -wouKl seem, he refused to sell, and the king then instituted a suit at 
law, lo :^('t rid of the nuisance hy lep-al measures. After a protracted 
hearing, ihe miller beat iiuu, the judge deciding against ihe claims of their 
royal master — a decision that excited surprise tbroupfhoat the kingdom. 
But, contrary to all expectation, Frederick was delighted with it ; — he 
thanked God that he had such upright judges, and that justice in his do- 
minion? was faithfully ailministcred. He then re-built the mil! in a sub- 
stantial manner, and il is not only .still Sfrinding^ corn every day, but re- 
mains in the same family, and is a monument of wiiich the nation is 
justly proud. Frederick the Great is the first and only great thing Prus- 
sia has ever produced in the form of a king ; and hence every act of his 
eventful life is a subject for the artist and the historian. A bust of the 
late Queen Louisa, mother of the present king, in a separate building, 
hung with drapery, is an unmatched production. Ranch, the Berlin 
sculptor, is a rrpnius of the first order. He was a servant to the very 
queen whom he has thus immortalized in marble. He is now iinishiog 
an equestrian statue of Frederick the Great, which, as before mentioned, 
is to be forty feet high : and the horse, with his royal rider, seventeen 
feet. The pedestal is covered by has reliefs, representing the whole 
life of Frederick, and there are fourteen full-sized fig-urcs, far similes of 
life, lower down, I visited the artist in his studio, and he kindly permit- 
ted myself and another American to examine, at our leisure, the whole 
gioup, both in plaster and bronze. It will be the finest monument of the 
kind in Europe. Gentlemen expressed their surprise that we had beeo 
indulged with a sight of what was denied the good people of Berlin. 

I went to Charlottenburg, to see the mausoleum erected over the remains 
of the father and mother of the reicfni!i:x kinff William III. and his queen 
Louisa. It has a costly front of polished red granite — the columns being 
of one piece, and lluted. They are splendid specimens of the perfection 
to which the art of stone*working is now carried in Germany. No re- 
marks on the recumbent statues of their majesties are necessary, as, in 
these governments, king^ and queens are beautiful by divine right, as 
much as their nn'liority for trampling on the liberties of mankind is of the 
same high orii::in. 

It was my happiness, while in Berlin, to be favored with an agreeable 
personal interview with the greatest man living — viz., Baron Alexander 
Heinrich Friedrich Von HumlMldt— whose name is identified with all that 

is great and dignified in science. He is a man by himself, and without a 

superior in intellectual viiror and resources. Those who remember, in 
Boston, i)ie late Hon. Peter C. Brooks, can form a just opinion of the per- 
sonal appearance of Humboldt. Alihough a small man — born so I xig ago 
as Sept. 1-4, 1769 — he is all animation, and his eonversaliofi ol liie most 
varied and interesting character. His face is without a wrinkle ; his eyes 
are sparkling as ever, and I saw him read without glasses. This showt 
that we were made to be exercised, and those who are the most energetic 
not only enjoy the best health, but also havp the longest lease of life. Be- 
ing never married, his entire days have been actively devoted to scientific 
pursuits. He gave me some account of his travels in equatorial America, 
and in Northern Asia. Through him the gold regions of the Ural Moun- 
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tains were discovered. His observations on the auriferous regions of Call- 
foroia were new and instructive. He distinctly maiDtains that the quantity 
of gold there is not as large represented. The yield has not been yet 
•qnal to the Russian mines, and the value of the metal will not be lessened 
by the Californian discoveries. I do not feel at liberty to relate, as freely 
as some might desire, the remarks of this extraordinary philosopher. 
Knowing- I had been travellirify in the East, he made inquiries in regard 
to the countries visited, and then adverted to his early adventures in Mexi- 
co. A geuileuian who has the honor of frequent intercourse with him, 
says that a second part of the Cosmos is in preparation. So industriously 
employed is this pride of Prussia, the favorite of the king — who gives bim 
a paradise ot a residence in the palace at Pottsdam, when he goes out of 
Berlin — that he is reputed to sleep but four hours out of the twenty-four. 
I hare never been in the presence of any man who surpassed him for learn* 
iog, kindness, simplicity, aud true majesty of person. 



lUegibly-wrUten Pretcripiiant. — ^That well-managed and useful work 
for apothecaries, the American Journal of Pharmacy, details a case, attend* 

ed with fatal results from the miserable hand -writing of a physician. 
The jury of inquest rendered the following verdict, viz., "that the said 
Henry J. Rowland came to his death by a sf^a'ed disease of conception of 
the brain, which disease was matured from Uitiorgauizaiion of the siomarh, 
produced by over-doses of worm-seed oil, as prescribed by the family phy- 
sician. The jur^v deem it but justice to state, that no blame should be 
attached to David A. Shultz, in the employment of Robert Shoemaker, 
druggist, in causing the death of said child." Without copying the whole 
article, it is sufficient to observe that the prescription was so illegibly writ- 
ten, the only thing that could be made out of it was an article that proved 
destructive. Physicians are prone to become exceedinfjly, if not repre- 
hen:>ibly, careless in the hurried scrawls they too often make in their reci- 
pes. The wonder is that so few accidents occur from that source. No* 
thing but the familiarity of an apothecary with the peculiaritv of some ob- 
scnre chirography, in certain cases, saves both life on one side and repute* 
tion on the other. Lawyers proverbially write so that they can scarcely 
be read — but as their notes relate to fees, each srrawl is tolerably well de- 
cyphered before payment. Whereas the phvsiciati's ohscur(> al»brevia- 
tions are taken for granted to be some ili-llavored drug, which is swallow- 
ed without a murmur — it may be for life or death. 

We perceive the Journal above alluded to is violently opposed to the 
reform now going on, of writing prescriptions in Enf^H^h. Reluctantly 
as the editors part with the old system, tney must yield, or by-and-by be 
kit behind. 



PhSaddj^ia Ccile§€ of Phyncimu. — A quarterly summary of the trans- 

actions of this Society, from May to July, 1851, has been received. Mess. 

Lippincott, Grambo & Co. are the publishers, and consequently it will be 
sore to be distributed seasonably, and with regularity. The novelty in this 
particular number, is Dr. Niell's relation of a sine'ilar case ot hermaphro- 
dism. The lemuu-juice treatment of rheutnaiism is also adverted to. 
We are not quite converts to this practice yet, but it is possible we may 
finally come to it. 
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Maternity — A nno Me Jical Work. — Sif»phen Trncy. M.D.. of Worces- 
ter, Mnss., has prepared a work, with pet uiinr cart*, erimled '* Maternity 
— its Phcnomr nn. Duties and RcspoTisibUities ; with Engravings,^' — ^The 
author is cxtreinely modest aTid unpretending, but hU industry and fe« 
search show him to be a student of no ordinary kind. The tnanuscriptt 
now before n . ' catesan uncommon dep^ree of patient investigation, 
coupled with a d <ire to present scientific truth in plain lanfrnape. Of 
course, sonie publislior will be crln ! to tnkf it in hand, but the futiirp dis- 
position of th" ir<_'aftse is quite uncertuni. The paijes are in r- adiDcss ior 
the compositor, and they siiould be in bis hands. Dr. Trary has been 
▼ery obii::ini^ to p rmit an examination of his prelections, and we a9mtre 
bim it will be gratifying to hear that »ome publishing house has made a 
satisfactory proposition to him with regard to putting the sheets into type. 



High Charges by Ihimr.ipathists. — The (act is announced iu ilie Boston 
Atlas, that a homo-op:ithic piu'sician of this city made nine visits to a gen* 
tieman out of town, for which a bill was presented of S500. Had one of 
even the most talented and skilful numbers of the regular medical profes- 
sion charj,'ed one hundred dollars tor the same number of visits, he would 
have b('f»n d'»nounced as an extortioner. No ordrr of pract uuMier^ are so 
proverbial lor enormous char<:es as these huiiiaopauiiaL-j — nor nif* the 
people willing to pay others so generously. A iove for novelty is liie 
only solution of this mania of paying for nothing. 



Fright prodifr//)^ Ikath. — h is important that the followinir extraordi- 
nary eliects of frigiii, upon a strong, unreasotiing animal, should be pre- 
served for future reference. A horse belonging to Mr. Joseph Palmer, 
of Franklin, Mass., was grazing in the yard near the fence, when the ele- 
phants U longing to Barnum's Menagerie were passing along. Tfie horse 
did not obst Tve them till tliey were (piite close to him, wIi mi looking up 
and seeing the hur^o nnimals, he started back in fright, ran to the opposite 
siiie of the yard. -<U)ij>i lor a moment quivering, then dropped dead. He 
was literally irigiutiied to death. The extreme aversion of horses to ani- 
mals larger than themselves is nothing new, but this is probably the first 
instance of such a remarkable result.*' 



Iodine Manufacture, — When iodine might be made on this coast profit- 
ably, why has no one embarked in the enterprise ? A demand for it, in 
the arts, is presumed to be constantly increasing, and the price will 
increase, if no competition is attempted. The outlay of capital would be 
quite small, while the demand would insure a certain profit. While iodine 
is worth a dollar and a quarter an ounce, the inducement would seem to 
be sirong enough for the tormaiiou of a joint slock company to embark in 
its pruducliun. 



Curious Siirsrirn! Case. — A dauL'hter of Haran Richardson, of S-huy- 
ler, Herkimer county. New Vorlc. recemly hnd a linger complelely severed 
just back of the root of liie nail, by a straw culler. The severed portion 
was reunited by Dr. Day, and although it bad been wparated some ten or 
fifteen minutes before it was replaced, the union was perfected. 
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Medical Miscdlany — Sevon of the feinalps confined in the Cincinnati 
jail were found to be chewers of tobacco. — There are 11,000 more males 
dinn females in Maine. The mairimonial chances of the ladies are good ! 
—Dr. Slewart has resigned his office of Physician of the Marine Hospital 
At Staten Island, New York, and Dr. Doane haa been appointed to dis* 
chaige the duties. — Yellow fever has disappeared from Rio Janeiro. — An 
aged woman recently died near Falkirk, from the bite of a cat. — A medical 
man, in Ohio, spolcen of as having run away with a female patient, 
leaving his own wife and children behind. — A mni'nificent trcali^^e on 
surgery is promised by Mes.«rs. Lippincou, Grainbo »ic Co., Philadelphia; 
which is to be illustrated with numerous steel engravings, colored in the 
best style of art. — ^Dysentery is prevailing in various parts of Virginia and 
Maryland, of a malignant type. — The hydropaths who made the at- 
tempt to purchase Mr. Barnum's fairy residence at Bridgeport, Conn., for 
a Writer-curing establishment, could not di?po>e of the stock, ami tlu refore 
lost &6,500, which had been paid for a bond for a deed. — A iioiion pre- 
vails in New York, that the morlalily there, among young children, is 
attribatable to the bad quality of milk. No doubt it is bad stuff, owing to 
the unnatural alimenl of tbe cows kept in the city. — Smallpox has again 
appeared in one or two places in Vermont. Cases exist, also, in Boston. — 
Infantile mortality has considerably increased in all the cities, for the last 
few weeks, nn event that annually occurs in the meridian of hot weather. 
— Sarsapunlla drinkers are quite tired ot the universal panacea, and want 
someibiog new invented. — Several persons pretend that the Twiggs 
medicine for turning gray hair to its primitive color, is infallible. It is 
made of acetate of lead, 1 drch. ; flour sulphur, 1 drch. ; in 2 ounces or 
more of rose water. By moistening those indicators of old age, thor- 
oughly, several times a day, a surprising rejuvination is said to be efTected, 
and the individual ultimately looks as irood as new ! — !Vo one has yet had 
courage in thi> country to propose ihc new Geruian ]iractice, of feeding 
the sick heartily, it is likely the plan would be popular, .simply because 
it is a foreign suggestion. — Invalids at the medicinal springs feel them- 
selves able to dance, this season, without reference to toe height of the 
mercury, nnd dine indiscriminately, also, on dainties. We live in a 
favored land ! — A German lady, 22 years of age, died last week at New 
York, from inhalinsf chloroform. She was in the habit of mu\\J: chloro- 
form tor a iiirinight or more previous to her death, ns a remedy lor the 
toothache. — The Stale Lunatic Asyluui, ui liarri»burg, Pa., is completed 
according to contract. It is 500 feet in length, and three stories high. It 
has cost a1)out 9100.000. 



1Iauikd,..-AI GJaatenbufy, Conn., Dr. H. 8. Gilbert to Mist M. G. Siricklnnd. 



FhrD,— Al Coiieam, Ohio. Gn. i.liof Fifi. I.t. ISt D.— At. New York. Cbadet H. OnUny, M.D., 
w" tiie U. S. Navy, ;i3.~<\t Montvilic. (."onii.. Dr. Ephraim Fellows, ftK 



Ihnthi in Iforfm^fitr the week ending Sntardny noon, Aue^. 50, 85.— Males, 51— <*minle», M. 

Acf 2 — iti^'jisf of I'owrls, 12 — coiipostioii ol" ih»- l>r.iiii, - — coiisuniption, 1?— clioN-ra 
iolaotum, 10— cliolem morbus. 3— croup, 1— -<lyseiiicry. .>— tliarrhtea, 1— ilropsy ol tiie britlii, 2 
—drowned, 5— crysipelnn, I— fever, I — lypltiw i< v< r. 2— scnflet fever, 1— liing fwt^r, 1 — 
hooping co«ifh, 1— ^li^ a^c of the heart, d-^iufantile, 7— manumni, 3— neaile*, I— oid I— • 
p«U^-, 1— -tctiUiiiig, a — U'Uunis, 1 — v%>-orm«, I. 

l/wler 5 jenpi, 46 — belwocn rnul JO vcars. IH— Viclweeu 20 and 40 years, H— Hftwppn 40 
Mil 60 jews, IS— over 60 years, 3. Americans, 3i) i loreigoen and ctuldieii of foieigiters, 4U. 

11wabov«iiieladM4ileMbtt lae City lastitmiMib 
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BERK-SlJillE MLUR'.VL COI.LEOK, ai PUU- i 
Jirtd^ ^WoM.— l*hf Tfi;!tte»»!j iiiul Kunilty ol ih- , 
WJrkuhire Mrtlical laalituuuu Hr« liappy toMuuuunie 
to the Prulinniuit uiul Iht* fublic, that ttic detlrucUiui 
or uue of tbe Oull«(«! BtiililiiKB by Are. will not in- 
leiiere in Ihi* «luliu-i4i <i«'itri'«' with the regular course 
of iii*trucii<iii Hi thii4 liioiiiiitioii. 

Thf Nfw Colir if will Ijt- rujiii»l«'tilv tlnishftl ami 
rt-ul) li>r <i: (iitum y ou Iht? Ist ui Jniiiitiry iif\l. iiiiJ 
liilh till n!^!l. .1 Willi II new mill <'vti u-ur Mii-i urn, 

illl.il 11, nl rdlcl nil tlU'lll i i . .i I i( ( i lor p*!!!"- 

r( »!itul iviu hiii4 ; in liie \h*mu liuit: m cuuveiuriil 
Buildim ttiareadluwlortli»«MuiiisLectiu«dc»- 

•i<MI. 

The future Term will commence on dM flnt 
Thiirmlay ^"Ui dtty) of Autiwt, Uil. and Will eoa- 

liiiui- itiAteen weelui. 
'I'licitry «nd Fmetiee of MedtctoeaBd OlMMrics, 

lij Dr. I Mli,n!«. 
netierHl riiiI rit»<«cinl I*atlioln«v, by Dr. ClaM. 

L'li('i>iiMtr> Miiil lti)ii(ii\ , 1.1) Dr. Dkm KV. 

Aiiiiiiiiin :iii(l l'li\'<ii>|i>i:v, ti\ Dr. I'vi.Mtn. 

Miiti [|it .Ml , II. a uikI .>lr«lic4U Jurii»i*rutJcuctft by Ur. 

JSunicry, l>y Dr. Moork. 

UetnoiHimior of Anituimy, Dr. T. Child*. 

FeuM {ur Uii* Cour««-, (jijo ; for iIumt who have al- 
rea<i V atteiideil two full coama M. other Iu•lituli(lll^. 
ftlU MBtrirulation ler. Unuluation Ux, <»l3. 
Biiuleiits wild hnve Ritendeii two full coHfica ol wc* 
tiirea at thit lii»titutioiit will IM miaired «0|Mya 
roiiiiiivri'iit U v «i| ij.l 

7Vi<' s tiiiiif r Rtitdine 'firm will roiniiu'nrc on 
thi- lir.<t 'l"luir>'l?iy in Jinn , -iiul cuDUinii Itll llir 
foriiiiiciii'iTiK n I ul ili>- Li I tint Tr/iii. '\'h\> l< nil 
will Ik- ilcviiinl to ri'i ii.iriiiii^ mill l.iiiiiliar lwtun.n 
on the Hi-vcrHl liriiiii-licit - wiih Iht-nrn fnini ttaeclaaa. 
It will bv prcitnralury to the L«i tunai. and irratui- 
to thoae wtoanmoaetoaKiead toeaiirrcfHUiu 

Klnre Beakm. Btoonitaareeamratly odvntod lu 
nvjiil tliiTn»M-|\i'!» ol Un* ailv»»iiia5«-H HfTonUil llit in by 
thl» pr«-liiii iiinf y roiirw. _"^l'V 

MAH.SAfllUrtl-MTS MF.DIt;.\L COLLEGE.- 
The MeUu.Ml l<rcliire« of llitrvard Luivuntity 
«rtll commence at the Maaaactouaetta Medical Col- 

Se in Boaton. on the flral Wedueaday in Noveju- 
and continue tour moatba. 
Obitetrica and Meilicat Jur la p t wiwica, by Wal- 

TKR I'lUXNINO, M.1I. 

Mii.rii Medica and CUnlcal MedldiMi b/fiMon 

iili^KLUW, Ill.l>. 

^Theor, ud Pnelto oTIMIcIm. b, Jon Wa.«. 
i>ntlMlo|k«] Amtomyt l»y Johji B. B. Jaguor. 

Al.U. 

^A^iaMiny ud Phiiiolagf • IqrQuTN W. HouOit 
Pri'ndplea and Oper&tiona of Surfarrt bf Hnnv 

J. BlOKLOW, M.I). 

Chemiwtry, by J. P. Cooks, A. M. 

(,'liinrril l^'i-iuri!^ nn; delivered at the Maflanrhu- 
aetta tli'iifnii MiU|iitiil tlin-<" tiineji n wrrk. In tlit- 
urolenMirs < i < liiin ;il .Mi-<li> iiif .iii,l ol S uun), 
ftursii'ril ii,i<'ruiiuii-i iirf \»t> iiiiiiu roiiM, jM-rrm im il 
\v«"ckl\ II) llir priKt-nce ol thf rltwii in the operniini 
tlif tttrt'. Tilt! Kiilr Hiid i;llf< timl urnciire ol elln ri- 
antioii, a diMt nvi-ry llml iiimiIi; in iicMloni niul innliir- 
ed aiiil eatabliiilied in Ihu .MiMMRrhiiKetu General 
liimdtal, ia pfBctically lamht in thia achool. 

Praetiral .\natoiny la amply proTtiled for by the 
nioat liberal arrantementa. The noatoiiiical muse- 
iini in one nf the lanferit and rirheal in the liuilMi 
HiHti-!), nrid hiiH n fund o€ •SaOUU for ll« increaae. 
Thr Kyi-iiMil Kiir Indmiarf and Other chariliea are 
ap4Mi lo stuilenta. 

Tlir prolrnHiini of l'nthi>li»£ii'nl AiiHUiriiy, of !*tir- 
fery, mid <it t'lii iiiistr> . arv now piirKiiiiie ilii-ir iiie- 
fliml iiii|uirit"i m l!:ii ip.m-, tint nn' p\(»f< lt il to rcinrn 
in luiiuou to be prMt-ni nl tlit- upenint ot Uie coniiut 
course. 

Pen for the whole coorae. tSO. Matiieutatlpn, 
•3. DiaMctiiifTitfbMtSi. QindnaUflat iMi Hoa> 

pital and Utirary gntaitona. 

June 11.— I'pil. 

NEW I TKIUNE rtinM'ORTER Invent. d by 
|)r Umiii Nfitix, nnd fur MiinTior to hi« liiiprnved 
I*eM!»rtr> not linble lo brenk nor r<irri>df'-»mnll, 
worn with ea>«, riui be applied by the iiatietii, aiui 
•naweniii all purpoaea. where mechanical tupport in 
n99dtd. It haa been aMiiitoadtMBroyad and uawJ 
by many phynidana. All are tavltM to call and ex- 
amine ft. 

only bj Dr. J. 11. R()B1N8f>.N, wholeaala 
ad retail, at No. 4 Montsoniery Place, Boaton. 
Jan. a— epiyr 



MVERpilTV OF I'E\N«YLVANIA- Mkdi- 

t \l. DkIMRTMKNT. EUJHTY-SttTH SBMaiOK, 

1-s^l-j^— The l.ecliire« will couiuieure on Momta), 
Oi iober the fith* and terminate about the end of 
Mart^enaidBi. „ 
Tbeort and Practice of Mttliriue, by Gbobos 9, 
Wooo, M.D. 
Anatomy. Wiu4AM E. IIokubb. M.D._ 
Miitt riaHedieaand Pharmacy. Joagra Cabinni* 
M.D 

( lniiii!'tr\, .Iwi.M H RooKRk. M.D. 

t*lll<ir>, \Sll.MlM (.IllvON, M 1). — 

nt>K(< tru-K and the Dim <t^i h ot WolMftaadCbfl- 
dren, lliuH I.. Huuuk, .M.D. 

luatituteaof Medicine, 8amvbi. JACKaoit| M.p. 

Clinical Inatnictioa at the P»nnaylvanla HoapiMl. 
hy (;borob B. Wood, M.D.. and by Gboroc \> . 
Nonata, M.U. , , ^ 

Di;nunwitrativeln«tniction In Me<lirine and In i*ur« 
fery, bv the rroiei-oori* of the MKnic »L Faciutv, 
BKftiAted by VV. \V. (ihRiiAidi, .M.U., and llK>aY If. 
Smith, M.D. . ^ 

I'rm ti. til Aiiiitiiiriy. by Joii.M NeiLL, M.l>., I>e- 
nuiri^tj iiior. 

Ari.ouui ol I'fi n lor l.ectijre« in the liniveniily, 
*|||.). Miitrienlatins ler paid once only . 94. no*u 
iiuhI itt , ^iu. Practical Anatninv. 81ii. Gradoattag 
lee. S w! W. K. HORNER. M U., 

Dean ^ the Medtcal FacuUt. 

PkiMtlplHa. J une I*. IWI. JaiB^oiwNI 

CMini & MEl.VTN'8 LIQUID EXTRAt T OP 
OI'lI'M- < V)«/«>ni>«ff fl// Ikr desirnblt Alkaloid* 
of O.iiiim, tit (I niiliirfU strUr o/ romttinalion, yurtji- 
iil nittl r> ndtn ii ;« ; ;/irtM» The wiiiil ot a uniform 
prerinrntiou ot » >iiiiini w lilt h i-IhmiIiI irtke the place 
of Laiidiiniirii, iii iiitually prep«r»<l, haa l>e»:n lonj 
felt by nliyiiii jiiii.-i niid ollien«. llavinc l>een daily re- 
mindid, HI dif>pen«uic nietlicinea, ul the UD cert am 
Hireiuth, aa well aaoUoctlouable oualUiea. ot icvc- 
ral preparatlOM of thIa Important drm. the aubKrl- 
bers were led to aubatituie for theae a r^ed ckemt- 
cat noiution, vrrparrd them, tf ail the ntttve 
dirinut conitttlutnin nf Ormtm, rejei tiiu the Narctv 
tinc and other del» ten'ouw rniiiiMiiiinS 

Thii< Fluid r.Mim t i-; a ««)liilion of the Salt* of 
Morphine, I "o-lt inr. Till Imiiie, .Nnrrelne and Mecr>- 
nlne, witli >!«•< >uiir iimi Main- Aridx, in the Minie 
pniportioim an tin y intiirally exist in the liewt Opi- 
um. The> are evirm l«-d w iihmt change of c^impo* 
■ition, or adilition. and reiidemi permaueBt te Wla 
form. Narcotine, and oiherexcitiiijt anddelatCrloaB 
comiKtunda exiatiog in the Opium, are completely 
removed. While, then lore, it poiwewiea all the 
valuable propertie'4 of the rtalm of Morphine, it bnii 
tfie hither claim oi ixw^'^yinc the properties of the 
unHdnlteratetl dni< lor evbibiiiou in casea not uniier 
thi i iiiitrol id MiiriitiKi Salt*. 

lis Klreii^Ili iH iiH < iM ly that of ihe oriilnnl ofllri- 
niil l.aiiiliiiiiiiii, ami thiii xiandiuil. nn iiiatt lv liv><<, 
will 111- iiiauitiiiiu li III all the pan el!' Ix rtring onr i-iic- 
iiaiiire. I tie piirrhiuH.T« will therelon- obtain the 
naiivt^ Morphia t^ulta at a lower price than that of 
the artiltrial, and wiUoaJoy a toaa maMve reuMdy 
than l.audanum, wlln entire needom from tnade* 
ranccnieni wlm h HrtirV iMl Mori>hia Salta often pnK 
dure. |t.» aiioih IK- m imii on the M)!.t( in i» llie MUM 
as thtit ot the Eiiitluti iihu k Drop, wbJIc tbcdebill- 
tatiiK and relaxini ellet iMol that prapOiatfOB OVO 
not produced by iia eonitniied 

8.MITII A- MEI.Vl.N, Apotkrrnrifit, 

April 9. 3ia WanhiHtton «irei t, liovion. 

CrrtiHrate from I)r. A. A. Hmrf 1 Imv, been 
retineHletl by .MiK-rs Sniiih «V Melviii, to niiHlyiu* 
tlfir prepiirat ii.n nf l:ir Salii. iit llie AlkHlimiN in 
Oliiiini, i'jilleil l.fiutil Extrw t nl (Hnujn, and to 
exHiiiine their (iriM esnM ii lor pri imi \wi il. 

TIiIk new iriedulnal preparation i.s the remiU of i» 
beautiful pharmaceutical method, eviiibitirit both 
chemical and proteMional knowledKc applied with 
arcat akill and cans. Aaatated by then, 1 Hud tlM 
Li«wM< Extract haa been diveaied of Narcotine. and 
tboaeaubatancea tieenied potaonoun— certainly bifhiy 
repuMve— while the natural i8«lu extattat la Opiiun 
are retained in a nearly pure stale. 

I rnn iiKMt ri<iillileiilly recoinineiid ihix aa tho 
bfjit n( the known ( oinpouitda of the Opium Aiko* 
loidH, and the only one inwblch tbayttOt 
anil rendereil iH rinHiii'iit. 

ReniMt tiiillv, A. A- HAVEi*. StaU. 
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OKLOrATlON OF THE FFMUR ON THE DORSUM 11.11 RFDrcrBLB 
WITHOUT FULLEVS, OR ANY OTHER MECHANICAL POWER. 

[Thb IbUowing essay, containing important suggestions respecting the 
treatment of a form of disiocatioD which is usually attended witli 
much diflicnhy and danger, was read before the Monroe Co. (N. Y.) 
Medical S<->ri('iy in May last, by VV. W. Krid, M.I)., of Rochester. It 

i? copied by his request and on account of the importance of the subjf^rt 
of which it treats, and the extensive experience of Dr. R., from the 
Auijii*;! number of the Buffalo Medical Journal. The value of the 
novel metiiod proposed must be tested by additional inais by hiinself 
and others. — Ed.] 

Gentlemkn, — I propose to show tliat dislocation of the femur on the 
dorsum ilii, luay be reduced without pulleys, without Jarvis's adjuster, 
without Fanhestock's twisted ropes* without an assistant, in less time 
nd with far less pain, than hy any mechanical means whatever, simply 
by the hand and strength of the operator alone* 

The announcement of a proposition so novel, so ultra, and contradict 
tory to the teachings of all standard writers on surgenr for the last hun- 
dred years, exposes nie, I am aware, to the sneers of some, to the pity 
of otliers, and to the charge of rashness by all, and requires that 1 nifdce 
good my staK^ment by undoubted and substantial proof. 

The subject matter of this paper has hnm written, but withheld from 
the public and profession, several years, principally for two reasons : — 

First. — The theory and practice here recommended are so diametri- 
cally opposed to all our iiii^hest surreal authorities, whether among tho 
living or the dead, that i have shrunk from the obloquy and opprobrium 
that are apt to attach to an innovator upon long-established opinions, 
dogmas and practices, especially when held and taught by men in our 
pfdession of profouud science and practical skill. 

Secondm'-J had to wait some four or five yean for an opportunity to 
pot to the test this mode of reducing a luxation of the hip-joint, before 
a case presented iu^elf in my own practice. In the spring of 1844, the 
fifst opportunity offered, but as " one swallow does not make a summer," 
I u'as still unwillin-i to venture before the profession, although so far as 
one case could e-tiiiilHli a principle, this one did so. as we shall sei di- 
rectly. Duruig the past year (1849), two other cases have fallen luto 
2 
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my bands, and have rendered what was before certain to my own nund^ 
*< doubly safe.'* 

As the facts and views here adduced call in question, and enbrely 

controvert several import am' dogmas of physiology and surgery, taught 
as truths J by the Bells, Sir A. Cooper, S. Cooper, Fergusson, Druitt 
Liston, Chelius, South, Physick, Wistar, Dorsey,Mott, Warren, Gibson, 
and other eminonl tcacliers of snrfrerVj I may be pardoned if 1 briefly 
sketch the mental process, the ol)servation?^ nnd experiments by which I 
arrived at conclusions so diverse from tlie teachings and experience of 
such cniinenl surgeons. 

Durinii the years 1826, 7 and R. while a studt ni of medicine and 
surgery, it was my fortune to w ilness several cases of luxation of the 
head and fracture of the cede of the femur. We had at that time in 
our embryo city of Rochester, of ten thousand inhabitants, a corps of 
some six surgeons and ])hysicians of as great efficiency and skill as any 
town of its size could boast. When so important an operation as the 
reduction of the hip-ioint was to be performed, several, if not all, of 
these gentlemen, usually met together, with their students, and among 
ihem myself. 

Having witnessed, on several occasions, the 'nuiuhitor'ial torture in- 
flicted upon the unfortunate patients — their srreerhing — their piffon? 
begging to he released — the slippiiii( of iiandages — the yi( IdiiiL' ;nid je- 
adjusting of fixtures — the delay — the duration of the operation, some- 
times two or three houi-s — the exhaustion of the patient, and after all, 
in some instances, a failure, and the patient a cripple for life, a pro- 
found horror and prejudice against the use of pulleys seized me (Jarvis's 
Adjuster had not then been mvented), and I could not avoid the con- 
viction that so great power was uimecessary, and that it must he misap- 
plied. Preceptors, professors and authors, were interrogated — ^the unani- 
mous reply to all my queries was — " to overcome the contraction of the 
<jreat muscles, which diew up and shortencfi the limb, viz.. the Klnici, 
triceps, femori?. the iliaeus iiiternus and psoas ni;i LMius." J Jut do not 
these pame powerful muscles contract and shorten the limb wlien tlu rcj 
is frnctiue in the neck of the femur? Yes. And yon lell ine that 
one of liie diagnostic symptoms between fracture and dislocation on the 
dorsum is, that in fracture the limb can be easily extended to its normal 
length, by the strength of one man, while in luxation it cannot. Now 
why do these great muscles require so much more force to overcome 
them in one case than in the other ? To this, I could get no satisfactory 
nor even plausible reply. 

The next reflection that arose, was, perhaps the capsular ligament 
might be merely rent by a slit, so as to permit the escape of the head 
of thf bono, and thus i:rasp it aiound the neck, and con>eqnently . when 
forcible extension w as made on the limb, the ligament must he torn up 
to admit the return of the head to the acetabulum. But Sir A. (^ooper 
says no; for he had dissected two or three dislocated hip-joints, and al- 
ways found the capsular ligament completely lorn up, so that it could 
ofSex no resistance to the returning bone. This, however, is but nega- 
tive proof, and might not apply to all other cases that have occumd 
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Ae world over, and which he did not dissect — nor does it appear t)ut 
that in those he did dissect, the ligaments had lieen torn up by the 
tppUcation of pulleys, and not by the force that dislocated the bone, 
h ts not doubted or dented, tliat in ?nni(» instances the ligament are 
completely broken up, by tho dislocation ; but admtttinf^ that Sir A. 
Cooper and his followers are rinlit, then there must slill be a reason 
for the difference of power required between a luxation and a fraciare 
to extend the limb to its normal lenglii. It may be in the impnicllca- 
biliiy ol liie inslrumeut ; lor it is evident, on the slightest inspection, 
that die action of the puUe^r is kidirectt most awkward, and unscientific 
in a mechanical point of view. This is easily illustrated by a simple 
diagram. Let A B represent the axis of the body ; C G the transverse 
axis of the pelvis; C I the dislocated femur; D E the couoter-ex tension ; 
I H the extension and direction of the force by the pulley. N. B. — ^Tbe 
positions here given are those directed by the most ap- £»\ 
proved writers on surgery. Counter-extension is here re- \. 
presf'nted as being made from the pertnetmi of the side \ 
opposite the injured limb ; for, as Professor Gibson and \ 
others very justly remark, counter-extension on the \ 
perineum of the injured side greatly irritates tiie ad- N 
ducior mu?;cles, stimulates them to contract, and thereby . 
confines liie bone and prevents its mounting over the \ 
edge to the acetabulum, defeating the very end we are q 
striving to attain. But meckamcaUf it is the very * 
vofst point ar position that can be selected, hence au- 
iboR do not agree in their directions. Phytiohgically 
it is the best, but mechanically it is the worst. Let us 
refer to otir diagram. DE being the line of counter- 
exteosioii, £ becomes a kind of fixed point, and, as it 
were, a centre, aliout which we describe a circle, 
whenever we apply force, by the pulley in the direc- 
tion of the line I H. For it is evident, that force thus 
applied, has a tendency to brin<; all the movable points 
into one and tb<' same straiLdit line, with the two op- 
jwsing forces — that is, to Ijimg the points E C and I 
utoa direct line with D and H. Consequently, the 
points A and C move in a circle around E, which, in 
refoence to A and is a fixed point, yet it moves 
htenlly in a right line towards C till it comes in a right line with D and 
H. Now the effect of this is to abduct powerfuUy the dislocated le- 
Bwr, and thereby " irritate the adductor muscles and stimulate them to 
contract/' &c. ; and thus, by this indirect action of the pulley, we de- 
feat our own intentions — cruelly torture the patient, and peicbance frac- 
ture the neck of the bone — an accident that has occurred more than 
once, in the bands, too, of eminent suriieons both in this country and 
Europe. And, as if to render this aerident more certain, the^e satn^ 
men, and others renowned for scientific attainments, have rerommcnded 
a practice, which, to say the least of it, niiiiiilpsts the must deplorable 
Vonnce of the science of mechanics — 1 ineau the placing of a strap 
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or similar apnliance, iinrlcr the thigh close to the pelvbi nod tiiea 
lemptin;^ to lift it into the socket, wbi1<- ♦extension is being made — soiDC 
have even applied another pulley laterally. In mv iufl['(TiPnt there is 
no reprehension u>o severe for such a practice. ;mu1 the proiessor who 
would leach it, should be turned back to a ciasb (jI sophomores to study 
7ncrhan{€s, especially the |X)\ver of the compound pulley. 

But suppose we change our counter-extension fi-om the sound to the 
injured side, the point £ is nearer to a right line with D and H, and the 
le?er of G E is shorteDed, and coosequendy the esteDding Ibfca acts so 
much more difectly ; but then another and worse difficulty meets us^ 
The counter-exteosion hand on the perineum, passes over and confines 
the adductor and rotator muscles> all of which are already in their ut> 
most state of tension, and the nxNUent force is applied they are made to 
hug the head of the bone, if possible, still more immovably, down upon 
the dorsum of the ilium, behind the brim or ridge of the acetabulum ; 
and, in this way, so far as tliese nmusrles are concerned, our forces, both 
extension and counter-extension, are expended upon th«»e muscles them- 
selves, with little or no tendency to reduce llie bone. Wliile here, as 
before, the etTect oJ die " extension is to rotate the body and pelvis 
around the point E as a centre — abdvcting the fractured thigh more and 
more as the force increases, till, by-and-by, we bring other muscles, 
which have been in a comparative state of rest, or ver^ partial ten»» 
sion, into violent Uamm and resistance/' vis., the tKooir titfsnnit,|>seaf 
mc^m and ^rtcept*— and thus we array against us (unnecessarily as I 
shall show) the power of nearly all the muwles of the joint And, as 
I shall have occasion to note hereafter, we probably always rupture 
thepyrj(/orTOw, and indeed several other muscles, more or less. 

These remarks and observations were originally made in reference to 
the use of the pulley, .Tarvi'^'s Adjuster" was not then known to 
me, but they will be lound to apply, in a great measure, to the action 
of tile latter. But it must be admitted that it is less objectionable than 
the pulley, for reducing dislocations, while it has many other valuahle 
uses, to which the pulley cannot be applied, but ior dislocatiou oi the 
hip it is entirely unnecessary. 

For the first ten years of my professional life, the subject of dido* 
cated hip on^ the cfemisi tiM, was never long absent fiom my thoughts* 
Its mvastigation was repeatedly laid aside, and taken up whenever any* 
thing occurred to recall it. One day, while sitting with the skeleton be- 
fore me^the femur dislocated, and the head held firmly with one hand, 
traction and evolutions being made with the other-'-studybg the rela- 
tive condition and action of the musrles, and observing how severely 
s<)me of the adductors and rotators must be stretched, it suddenly occur- 
red to me that it would be important to know how much they would 
elontsitte beyond the normal length before they would rupture. " To 
tire out" and ''stretch " muscles, was a common expression of authors 
when advocating the use of pulleys. But whether they intended by 
such language merely to convey the idea of overcoming the contraction 
of a muscle, when shortened by its natural action, as when its origin 
and insertion had been approximated, as in dislocations, or whether it 
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was meant to extend the muscle beyond its twrnud length, I could not 
ttDertab — both ideas seemed to be entertained. I determined to settle 
the questkm by actual experimenL That a ee/wtraOed or tikofUmd 
xmucle could be **ttred out/' and "stretched'* lo its normal length, 
TO eTideiit enough<^ut how much further could k be extended withoQt 
rapture ? And what power was necessary to thus extend it ? Thes^ 
were the questions I proposed to myself. 

I procured the fore leg of a sheep at the market ; said to belong to an 
tnimal two years old and two days killed, it H inserted up and separa- 
ted, from all it*^ ffllows, one of the flexors — a nbhan-like muscle, seven 
iiK lies \ou'^ and oiio eis^hih inch wide, and tliree sixteenth inch thick — 
;i Mnall ;ind elegant muscle. I left it attached to the bone at its origin, 
but c-uL olT the tendon at its insertion, and wound it \\\\h fine iron wire, 
makiog a loop by winch to suspend weights. Befure applying any 
weights, the fibres had a wiinkied or puckered appearance. I oMike^ 
two points^ one at the origin, the other at the upper ooQ of the wire 
wound around the tendoii---the distance between mem five inches. I 
then suspended a two ounce weight in the loop of wire ; the muscle 
mmtdiaiely elongated a quarter of an inch — the fibres became strai^ 
and smooth ; 1 then addeid one pound, no elongation ; then two poums, 
length the same ; then four pounds, no change ; then seven pounds, no 
alteration. Thus I continued to add weights and then measure, till 1 
bad suspended fuiy-seven pounds to this small muscle, and not the least 
perceptible alteration in length could 1 discover after the fiist two ounces 
(which were sufficient to " tire it nut till I added llie fil'iy-eighth 
ponnd, when it suddenly tore iii iwo, and the weights came to the floor. 
One half of the fibres first yielded at the lower end, where the wire 
grasped tbo tendon. On mspection, it appeared that I had wound the 
wire so high as to embrace a few the fleshy fibres ; these fiist gave 
way, while at the upper end of the muscle the other and opposite half 
of the muscle broke, and thus it split in the middle, its whole length. 
This result surprised me. Here was a muscle, slender, isolated, depiived 
of all support by its aponeuroses, and connectkms of cellular membrane 
to its fellows — belongmg to a young animal, not remarkable for its 
strength of mnscle, and without rifahti/, supporting fifty-seven pounds, 
without the least perceptible eloui^ution beyond its normal Icngtij. How 
much power, then, would all the tarirc living muuits ol liif hip-joint of a 
strong man, require, to elongate thxiu even one eighlli ol an men ? 

Wishing to determine how much support the fascia and cellular at- 
lacliiueois would add to its power of resistance, I prepared a similar 
muecloy leaving il entire, but cutting off all the other muscles and liga- 
ments. In other words, I divided the leg tluough the knee-joint, and 
left one muscle undivided. I suspended it as beibie, attacbmg the 
weights to the leg, below the insertion of the muscle to be extended. 
But this broke wiUi forty-seven pounds. I attributed this to the oblioue 
action of the weights— 4t being very difficult to adjust the suspended 
bone covered with flesh so as to keep all the parts in a direct line. 

In niy next experiment, 1 dissected up all the tendons of the muscles 
about the koee^oint, without dividing them, but divided all the liga- 
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menb, ihus ojRiiing the ioim. Tiie muscles and fascia were all left 
in their natural stale. The skin was removed, of course, before I ob* 
tained the leg, but in all respects it was similar to the others. 

Before weights were suspended to it, the ends of the bones were id 

close contact in the joint, and would not adroit tlie introduction of the 
point of a pen-kntfe blade. The weights were added by degrees, the 
ends of the bones carefully noted, and an attempt made, from time to 
time, to pass the point nf a pen-knife blade btMweon tlx^in — but this 
could not Im* done till 200 jkxukU had been added. When a few 
pounds had been apph. iLihe linih lK-t:an to come into a right line. The 
ends of the bones on liie front side of the joint, that is, on the side of 
the extensors, were uioic firmly pressed together. As the weiuht was 
increased, the tendons of the Jkxors became very much strained, while 
those of the ex^cfwon became quite slack. Hence, thus far in the ex- 
periment, the whole weight was sustained by the Jfea»r muscles, owing 
to the foot that the extensois have a greater normal or comparatiFe 
length than the flexors. With a weii^ht of 300 pounds, the bones began 
to separate, so as to admit the point of a pen^knife. A portion of the 
weight was then removed, when the bones at the joint returned and 
came in contact nrjaln, which seemed to prove that the muscles had 
elasticity and were ca[)able of some elongation without rupture. The 
wefihrs removed were re-applied, and forty pounds were added — when 
the bones separated about one eighth of an inch. A. portion was a^airi 
removed, but the boncii did not return readily nor closely — the joint seemed 
loose. They were then carefully re-applied, when ilie flexor muscles 
yielded, suddenly tlirowing the whole weight on the extensors, which 
broke at once, seeming to offer but little resistance. Thus it appears 
that the flexors sustained the whole 340 pounds, which the extensors 
were not able to do-^nd that the flexors were incapable of extensioo 
or elongation, very little orer one dghth of an inck beyond their natural 
length, without ru]jtnre. 

It wns my intention to have pni^iied and varied these experiments, so 
as to have e^slablisbed or refuted the conclusions to w hich they seemed to 
point, anfl which have >ince become the convictions of infallihl'' trutli 
in my own mind, however defective the proof and illoLj;ical the process 
of reasoning. But professional label's and interruptions have conspired 
to prevent their prosecution, and I shall leave them to be pursued and 
perfected by otheis who have more time and zeal for prosecutbg such 
investigations. 

After making the above experiments I was convinced that I had dis« 
covered the real difficulties to be overcome in reducing a dislocation of 
the hip on the dorsum ilu, viz., the extension to their Utmost, or nearly 

so, of the obturator e ttcmns ami internus quadratus, gemlniy pyriformts 
and pcctincm — and their incapability of but little more extension — and 
tliat all traction downwartl on the fractured limb, only increased this 
tension, and could do nothing towards bringinu; the bone inio place, ex- 
cept at the hazard of almost certaiii rupture of some of ilicse muscles^ 
and of a fracture of the neck of the bone. 

1 now re-commeoced my manipulations and evolutinns on the skele* 
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(on. to ascertain how iliis indirect, and not merely useless, but absolutely 
detriaienial aclioa of ihe pulley could be avoided. It was soon ub- 
TMxu that these muscies, instead of being extended further, could all 
be nhaedt and their natural actum and amiraeiian be made to draw 
the head of the bone back into its socket, and that instead of employing 
•II mr power to wseiiwm them, we could actually use all their potcer to 
mi Ml, and do the veiy work Ibr which we were in vain employing the 
compound pulley, at an immense disadvantage. And all this is done by 
amply carrying the injured ft^mur in the only direction in which, in fact, 
it can be moved, viz., inward and over the sound one, and upward and 
over the abdoniPii. Hexini; it upon the pelvis till the knee is carried up 
as high as the umbUicus, and outwan! on a line witli the same or injured 
side — then turning llie to© outwani — iIh; heel inward — the foot across 
the opposite and sound liuib. and cariyinj^ the knee oni\*k.inl and down- 
ward, and making gentle rotations of the thigh — when ihe head slips 
is easily, with a slight jerk, an audible 8nap*^nd the whole limb slides 
down eadly and gently into its natural positkm beside the other* The 
whole operation can be performed easier, and in less time, than it can 
be described. 

The cooTiction was so strong in my mind that this method was cer- 
ttb and practicable, that 1 no more doubted it then than 1 do now, af- 
ter having demonstrated it in three several instances, two of which were 
within the last year. And so impatient was I to put my theory to the 
t^l. that 1 believe I almost wished eveiy day (wirkeflly, perhaps) that 
soQie one would dislocate bis hip, and give me an opportunity to reduce 

Case I.— fn the spring of 1341 (1 give this case from recolltciion, 
ihe notes which I made of it having been mislaid) [ was called to see 
tstfong, robust Irish woman, of whom they gave me the Iblbwing his- 
lory : — Four days previous, while out at washing, about three quarters 
of a mile from her own residence, she slipped and fell down a night of 
Aeps— could not rise^and when helped up could not stand. She made 
a graat out^^ry, but as no hiood was visible, she was thought to make a 
gmt fuss for nothbg." Her husband who was an intemperate carman, 
was sent for. He put her on his cart, drove her home three quarters of 
a mile : when he nrrived there, not being able to lift her, he dumped her 
down at the jjate as lie would a load of dirt. Th** neielihorin" women 
hel|)t^(i him carry her in, and plaee her ia bed. For four days they as- 
siduously fomented her hip, of which she complained greatly ; but it 
swelled cunsiderubl) aud became black and blue." They now began 
to think the woman was hurted.^* In this condition 1 found her. 
A single glance at the positk>n of the knee and toe, created a strong 
9Bpickm of dislocation, but an attempt to abduct and rotate the limb 
give great pain and determined the nature of the accident. Although 
the patient was suffering consirlerably, I was in ecstacies, and felt really 
obliged to her, not so much, i hope, for dislocating her hip, as for the 
opportunity she afibrded me to reduce it. I called in Drs. M. Strong 
and the elder Bradley, aud Mr., now Dr. Hammond, to assist me. 1 
stated to them my determination to reduce it, if possible, without the use 
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of pulleys, and explained my nu iliod. Nevertheless, I liad provided 
myself with compound pulleys, to be used in case of a Jaiiure. As the 
accident was of four days' standing, the hip considerably swollen and 
mflarned, and the patirat qtrite rauseular, 1 took the precaution to bleed 
her Ireely, and give her tait<4uitimoii)r tiU nausea was produced. She 
was m the mean time placed on ft lounge, on which a wide board was 
laid and covered v\ ltli a folded qailt. This made a firm table about 
fourteen inches high, and about twenty inches wide, which fi;ave mc the 
opportunity of throwing the whole weight of my body on tlie flexed limb, 
if I wished, while it gave me perfect command and rontrol over it in 
every way. ^'he patient was placed on hpv back, and a sheet folded 
lengthwbe thmwn across the upper edfj;es of the pelvic bont^, and each 
end given to an assistant, for the purpose of fixing the pelvis. Placing 
myself on the right and injured side, I seized the knee with my left hand, 
and the ankle with my right ; I then flexed the leg upon the thigh ; 
at the same time, sbwly carried the knee and dislocated femur, over 
the sound one, pressing it firmly down upon it — and upward o?er the 
pelvis, constantly pressing it close to the bod^, moving it upward with a 
circular sweep over the abdomen, till the thigh was in a right line with 
the right side of the body and the knee, pointing towards the right 
axilla. While the thigh was being carried up to this position, the bone 
or axis of the femur, was performing a kind of rotation on ifcflf, whereby 
the toe was coniinLi; more outward and the heel more inward. In other 
words, as the knee went upward, the obturator f itcrntiSy quaJrntm, &c. 
drew the head of the bone downward, and inward towards its soeket. 
When tlie knee and thigh were in the position above indicated, liie iieel 
was strongly rotated inward, the knee drawn outward, and the loot car- 
ried across die thigh of the sound side, when the head slipped into its 
place, atid the limb glided gently down into its natural position. la 
doing all this, comparatively very litde foree was employed, and very little 
pain produced, for the obvious reason, that, by this evolution, the mus- 
cles that were in a state of extreme tension and irritation by the dis- 
placed l)one, were j^dnally relieved and relaxed, as the lieafl of the 
hone deseenderl arid api)roxiinated its proper place, which it did by the 
action of these same extended nmscles. 

It will be perceived, that l)y this mode of operatinir, wc make a h rer 
of the shaft or bone of the femur, and a fuk^ruin of the edge uf the 
pelvis — and by this means lift or dislodge the head of the bone — while 
the abductor musules draw it downwaid and inward, making it, as it 
Were, hack into its place, through tlie rent of the capsular ligannent. 
Whereas, if it were drawn by direct force, as by the pulley, the bead 
and neck of the bone would act as a kind of hook, and won 1 1 tear 
away the capsular ligament, if it were only slit, and as I believe it often, 
if not always, does tear off" the tendon of the pijrifonnis, as 1 shall en- 
deavor to show presently ; for the abductor muscles are so strained, and 
bold tlie head of the hone so fimilv to the dnr^niii. l^phind the ridce 
of the acetabulum, that it is next to impossibl ■ (<m il lu mount over this 
ridge and into the socket, and must therefore fir-t nd behind it, tearing 
everything before it — hgaiuents, mu:3clei> and all — and hence the ma- 



Digitized by Google 



Didoeaikn of the Fmur on the Donm JKt. 



87 



menae power required to reduce it by these means, and hence, too, the 
filliiros, the fractures of the Deck, and the cripples, that have been 
made for life, liy llils barbarous and unscientific mode of reduction. 

Case II. — On the 31st of July, 1819, Mrs. Cornelius Christip, a«;ed 
about 36 years, was thiowti from the to\) of a load of household furni- 
ture, with a small child in her arms. Moiliei-like, she held fast to the 
chlltl. w hich received no harm ; but filhiig ainonc^ and upon the furni- 
lurr, -he had the perineum and vulva couiidenibly lacerated, and her 
light hip dislocated. I saw her within one hour after the accident. Drs. 
Bowen, Brown imd Nolton, were la attendaoee when 1 arrived in oooi" 
pany with Dr. E. P. Lang worthy. The patient was placed at ooce m 
the poeitioQ as already describ^ in case No. 1., wb^ I proceeded, in 
like manner, to operate; but the wound in the periiieuni and vulva oc- 
casioning great pain, on the attempt to flex the thigh, I desbted and 
gave a full dose of morphine — not having any chloroform on hand. We 
waited three fourths of ati hour for the effect of the morphine. I then, 
a? alreadv <!<scribt;(l, seized the knee with one hnnd — the ankle with the 
otliiT — Hexed the leg on the thigh — ihe thiL^h on the pelvis, carrying it 
inumrd ami over the somul limb — then upward over the abdomen, till 
the thigh was nearly parallel with tlie rij^ht side — then rotated the heel 
inward, carried the foot over the sound thigh, and the knee outward, 
wbeo by a gentle oscillation and rotation of the thigh, the head slipped 
iato the socket. The whole tune required in this operation did not ex- 
ceed two ndiuUei, The force employed, and the pain suffered, were too 
liiflbg to be named. 

Cask llf.^-On die 2d of December, 1849, early in the morning, 
I net Dr. E M. Moore, Professorof Surgery in the Woodstock and Berk- 
sUre schools of medicine. He informed me he had been called up in 
ibe night to attend a case of dislocated hip. I jfstint^ly said, " I wish 
yw would let me show yon how to reduce it." He replied as jocosely, 
" I understand yon have i^ot some new-fangled notions about disloca- 
tions, and I should iii<e to see you try your skill." He desired me to 
explain my method. 1 did so, illustralini; it by manipulations on the 
skeleton in his office. He agreed tliat 1 should make the attempt ; but, 
that the full merit of my mode of operating should be brought out, he 
pmposed that 1 should have no aid fiom any of the usual adjuvants, 
such as Ihe wann bath, nauseating doses of antimony, bleeding, opium 
nor cUorofonn. To all this I consented. 

Tlie patient, William Fagan, was a strong mucular Irisliiuan, 52 years 
of age. He was placed m a lounge, on a board covered widi a folded 
Uanket, as already desc ribed — two assistants, one on each side, steadied 
the pelvis. I proceeded in all respects as above stated in the two pre- 
ceding cases, and in about two or three minutes reduced the dislocation. 
Dn^. Moore and Crutteodea, Mr. D. Bly, and other students of Dr. M. 
were present. 

To those who have never witnessed this mode of of operating, tlieso 
Statements may seem incredible ; yet so simpK , easy and short la it, 
Ihtt Dr. Mooie declared that " hereafter any fool might reduce disloca- 
lidki of the hip on the donum tluV* Although in the three cases given 
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above, 1 used a low table, yet I believe the floor b better, and all that 
is neres<ary. I v&eil, too, a folded sheet thrown over the pelvis, and 
it held down on each side by an assistant ; but even tliis is unnecessary^ 

and is, moreover, always in the wav. afler the ihi'jh has been flexed to 
a riulil an:4le with the spine or axis of the body ; when the thigli has 
r<'a< hed ihh position we have perfect control of the pelvis, and can fix it 
finiily. h\ jui 'iiiiL' th^" ttiiih -iron;j[ly dosvn upon it. So simple, too, is 
the opcruiiuij tliui il tin patient be a Icinale, and it were required to re- 
duet.' ilie joint without exposing the person, il can be doue under a 
li^hi covering, or even under ber own dress if sufficiently loosened. 

Oq the 18th of December, just aiier the occurrence of the third case 
above narrated, Dr. Moore had a subject in process of dissection by his 
students, when he proi>osed to me that we dissect up tlie muscles of the 
hip-joints, leaving them in situ ; dislocate tlie bones, and then operate 
on them by traction in the usual way, and also by flexion after my me- 
tluxl. in order th.it -.vt' niii^dii observe the condition and action of the 
imisrles before and during both modes of operation. We found it ini- 
IKJs-'ihle by the power of ntir lintids alone to force the head of the hone 
throU'^h the capsular ligament, tiil we innde n slight ijici^iDU into il. Tile 
head then shot thion:;!i it, teanni: it >uriii i- niiy to permit it> pa^-^ai^e, 
but lliiii the h;f.uu»'iil seemed to fit close ni.>iuid tlic neck ol the bone. 
As the head passed out backward and upward, it caught llie tendon 
of the pyriformis, tearing it off at it passed underneath and above tT, 
which, if it had retnuint'd entire, would have brought its tendon, like a 
cord across the neck close to the head, lashing it 6rmly down to the 
dorsum of the ilium. We were at the time inclined to attribute its rup- 
ture rather to the docayed state of tlie subject, than to excessive dis- 
tention by the dlslnrailon. But precisely the same thing occurred in 
di^locatln;^ tiie othi-r htp. It is true this muscle was also in the same 
sink state ; and the a( eident may, perhaps, have happened in both in- 
Slanr ei froi 1 the like ciin-". 

II ili>loi'ai«'d, ih.' In lii of tho linui' rested on the frliiteus minimm 
ma-vcie I liliy} frill f us :/Hfhti^ and Hutitinm won* «;hort>'ned and relaxf^d 
—so, also, were the iliaciis inttrnus, psnnfi Jtn-'j-nti-^^ a lihwtor trirrps and 
peciincus. now 1 liad supposed iliai this ia.-»i-named muscle would 

have hem amoni; those that were put upn the stretch. Posteriorly 
the obturator inttrnus, gemeUi and quadratus were gready strained ; and 
it was appanpnt, that the pyriformis^ if it had not been torn off, would 
have been even more so. Anteriorly, the obturator erterntu was stretch- 
ed, se-iiiiiiLily. to its nimost. atlihiciiua; ihe hone powerfully. It is this 
|K)\verU)l muscle winoh so firmly tixes the limb, turns the toe and knee 
inward, prevents rot«ition and abduction, and gives such excruciating pain 
to the patient w li -u any >uch atttMnpts are made. 

H< re, then, arc t Ao -i ts of mtix le-^, aetini; in direct nnla^onism to 
each other, ami !.<.:!* -ti.iined to their utmost te nsion. One -et drawin? 
the iA>ne baekn..id .iml i(»tntif)<j it outward. The othf»r. n'l ducting mid 
rotaliu!^ it invaril. n. ^ht he inclined to [lazzlc liiemselves to 

know how iliese two ^ets of Hiuscles, one situated before and the other 
behind, could both be iii a state of tension, when the bone is tbroi^n 
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backward toward and in the direction of tlie latter. The explanation is 
very easy. Although the head of the hone is throwo backward, yet 
the great trodumter and shaft of the bone is thrown forward and rotated 
inward. So tliat the puriformis, obturator iiUemus, &c., which are tn« 
serted at the root of the trockanier^ are necessarily elongated, while the 
anterior obturator eittmus runs backward behind and around the bone, 
to he inserted at the root of the trochanter, in order to rotate the limb 
outward, ii must also be strained just in proportion as the limb is rolled 
inward, nnd the trochanter is carried upward. Thf* quail rat us is stretrh- 
h! |i )i the ^nie reason, viz., its point ot insertion is ciirned upward and 
inward. 

After iia\l!i5 rnrffnily noted tho relative po'^ition of the bone and mus- 
cles, we made tracliua on the Icjiiur, duw uwaid and in\\ anl, over ihe 
sound limb, as we are directed by the most approved authors, but the 
moment the attemjit was made, tlie muscles already named as being in 
a state of tension, became more tense, and bound the head of the bone 
more firmly down on the dmtwn ; and although all the muscles about 
the jomt were sepatated from each other— were loose, without vitality 
and almost in a state of decomposition — yet it was with very great diffi- 
fuhy that we could bring tlie head of the bone down ; and when we 
did so, we carried away part of the capsular ligament, and if the fyri- 
forrnis had not hern already torn, it is very [irobable that it would \mve 
been lorn now. But when athhiclrt/. jU icd, and cnrricd the limh up 
oitr (lie pefvu, as has been stated, the nnhiction was effected with the 
utiiio-t tasf. V\ e varied and repeated our experiments on both joints, 
as oficn as. the subject would admit, and always with the same results. 
I was here enabled to correct one error which I had connnitted in ope- 
nting. If we canned the knee above the wnbiUats^ and pressed the 
thigh down close to the body, on a line with the side, the knee point- 
ing towards the axilla, as I had always done, we brought the great ten- 
don of the ^Atfeitt maximm into strong tension, w I lirli would compress 
the great trochanter so hard, ttiat it prevented the head from mounting 
over tlie edge of the acetabulum. The reduction was effected much 
easier by carrying the knee and thigh about as high as the umbilicus, 
ibeo ahdtu finLr and rotating the thli.di. 

To Dr. Moore, who «o kindly ofl'ered me the opportunity to dcnnu;- 
strate iIm? rorreeluess of both my theory and practice, i am much indebt- 
ed and obliged. 

From the foregoing facts and observations, gentlemen, i deduce the 
following propositions :— 

1. The chief impediment m the reductbn of dislocations, is the indi- 
rect actioD of the muscles that are put upon the stretch by the mal-posi- 
tioa of the dislocated bone, and not by the contraction of the muscles 
that are shortened. 

2. That muse I - .re capable of so little extension, without hazard 
of rapture, beyond ilieir nonnaJ length, that no attempt siiould be made 
to stretch them further, in order to r^uce a dislocation, if it can possibly 
be.avoidi d. 

3. The general rule ibr reducing all luxations should be that the 
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limb or bone should be carried, moved, flexed or drawn, ia that direo 
tioD which will relax the distended muscles. 

4. Dislocation of the bip on die dorsum UU, an accident so serious 
to the patient, and so ibrmidablc to ail surgeons^ is reduced with the 

greatest ease, in a few minutt'S. without much pain, without an n^^^i^^tant, 
witliout pullfys, without *' Jarvis"s Adjusler," or any other inechiinic^il 
means, simply by flexing the leg upon the thigh, carryiu? the ihi<;li over 
the sound one, upward over the pelviSj as high as tlie umbilicus, and then 
by ubdacling and rotatiog it. 



SUIT FOR Sf AI^PRACTICE. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sib,— A case of alleged mal-practice was tried at the last Circuit 
in this county, between Morgan Stewart and G. W. Edwards, M.D,, 

which I think ought to I to laid before the proff^^^^ional puhlir. Stewart — 
who is an inleinperdle man, aged 31 years — ha(i a compound fracture ol 
the (ihia. Dr. Gwrge VV. Edwards, of Clay, in this county, had his 
case M[iil( r management. He reduced it, and applied ihc appropn;it(' 
splints diul bandages. Some three or four weeks afterwards, a sur-^coii 
from this place was called, who let the case remab in the situation he 
found it. 

In June, 1851, the plaintiflT brought a suit against Dr. Edwards, and 
it was tried at the Circuit, and a veraictof ^500, with costs, was obtain- 
ed against Dr. Edwards. 

Believing, as I do, that this case was one of peculiar hardship to Dr. 
Edwards, and tlial the verdict was one of those which ought not to have 
been given, J nm induced to «,'!Vf^ a summary of the testiooooy in the 
case, that the prolession generally may judf^'c of its merits. 

The plaintiff, Mr. Morgan Stewart, of tlie town of Clay, in this county, 
about 35 years of n<re. said to be of good constitution, but somewhat 
addicted to die use of ardent spirits, was kicked by a iiorse some time 
about the 9th of October, 1S50. The result was a compound fracture 
of the tibia, but no protrusion of the bone took place, though he jumped 
from the carriage after the injury. Dr. Cklwards was called, who reduc* 
ed the fracture and applied the appropriate dressings. A great amount 
of swelling and inflammation followed, and some sloughing of tlie inte- 
guments over the seat of fracture. In a few days he sent to this city 
and procured an apparatus, and applied it, and all went on as well as 
could be expected until about six weeks, when a lump was observed on 
the outside of the leg, which was found to be the head of the fibula a 
little out of ]ilnce. The tibia was a little crooked also, but union had 
taken place, and it was jud<jed best, in consultation wiili a surgeon from 
this city, not to interfere with it. 

In February last, the plaintiflT commenced a suit for damages, and it 
was tried, as before observed, at the Circuit Court in June, and $ 500 
' damages awarded. The testimony which the plaintiflT introduced show- 
ed no want of attention on the part of the defendant, bat that he visited 
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him as oftpn as was necessary, and al?o callnd in counsel, after the head 
of tho filiuia became prominent. There was but one medical witness, 
ou ihc pari of the plaintiir. who Tound any fault with the appaiuLus and 
dressings used, and he gave such confused and conlradictorjr efidmce 
that I should have supposed a jury would not haYe regarded it as worth 
lAiich. The dislocation of the upper head of the fihula was made a 
strong point bj the plaintiff's counsel against defendant ; and the de- 
Ibndaot, in turn, denied its bekig dislocated at the time of injoiy, but 
subsequenily. The medical witnesses all testified to the infrequency of 
this ibrmoi dislocation, tliere being but few cases on record. Sir A. 
Cooper never met with but one case of the kind, and other surgeons of 
eminence were quoted as to its extreme rarity. Not one of the meHlra! 
witne:?ses on tlie trial had ever met with a case, aiul lliey all agreed tliat 
if the fibula was not fractured in this case, reducing' tlie fractured tibia 
must nere>siuilv reduce the dislocation of the head of the fibula. This 
appears to me a most rational conclusion ; for, from the strong attach- 
ment of the lower portion of die Gbula to the tibia, if extension was 
made to bring the fractured ends of the tibia in apposition, Uie reductioQ 
must, as a matter of necessity, take place. Now if this was the case, 
how canoe the fibula dblocatM ? It is easjr, in my opinion to account for 
it. There was some slight displacement of the ends of the fractured 
tibia towards the fibula, and about the time union was taking place this 
bendmg occurred, and a slight shortening taking place, the head of the 
fibula not having become sufficiently strong to resist the pressure, was 
pushed away from its natural situation — and hence the mischief. Tho 
fibula was but slightly displaced, after all ; not more than two-thirds the 
diameter of its head outwards, and slightly backwards and upwards, and 
after firm adhesion has taken place will most pioljahly he a serviceable 
leg. In fact, since the tnnl. he has thrown awav his crutches and walks 
much better than before. This is generally the case with such patients, 
I have known many a poor cripple, who could not walk witlHMit the aid 
of crotches, on the termination of a trial, get the use of his limb in a 
most surprising and miraculous manner! Medical men are so familiar 
with such instances, that it ceases to be a wonder to them, however in- 
explical)lc it may be to others. 

The frequency of suits for mal-practice is having a most decidedly 
pernicious influence on our profession ; and if something is not done for 
the protection of the rii;lits of pliysirians. it must re-art upon the com- 
munity in a way that it will (jually restore to us our riL;hts and privileges, 
or the public will be the sutierers. I know several i;ood surgeons wlio 
will not loucli a case of fracture, antl olln^rs who will only do so under a 
guarranty that, whatever may bo tho teniiinaiion of the case, they shall 
be protected. If it was only tliu ignorant and unskilful men who were 
the su^rers, it would be a relief to the profession ; but it is not so. In 
nine cases out of ten it is some well-educated and eminent man. And 
why it b thus, is perfectly obvious. Out of the great number and va- 
riety of cases which he meets with, some must inevitably prove unforUi* 
nate. His eminence in the profession has raised up enemies, who trumpet 
his unfortunate cases, and too firequently stir up a suit. What renders it 
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more especially jjiovokin?^, is, that those who are irn "sponsible and never 
think of paying the surgeon, are the ones who generally bring such i>uits. 
If you are acquiUed, the costs whicli you are ohhged to pay in counsel 
lees and ibr witnesses, b no small item ; and the perplexity, anxiety and an- 
noyance is beyond measure the most troublesome of any of the surgeon's 
responsibilities. There is ever to be found in the community some onb 
who is ready to find fault with the practice of others; and such ones will 
be willing to give their testimony as^ninst the unfortunate sof^giooQ ; and 
if the treatment has been such as Sir Asth y Cooper or Dupuytreyn has 
approved, yet ho knows a heller way, and one he, at least, has used with 
irrent success; and in many insianees the jury, if f!i<Mr sympathies get 
enlibted, will make his testimony an excuse for 5uding u verdict. 

Respectfully yours, A. B. Suipman. 

Si/racusr, A. Y., Aucitst, 1851. 

P. S. — 1 understand that I his case is to be reported by the Supreme 
Court. If it is, I will send you a copy. A. B. S. 



DISLOCATION AND FRACTITRE OP THE VCRTBBIIA. 

To the Editor of the Botton Medical and Surgical Joumat, 

SiK,^ — In the Journal of June 4tii, I noticed an article from Dr. J. H. 
Morse, of Lawrence, representing a dislocation and haclure of the spine 
at the seventh or eighth dorsal vertebra. 

From the description given of this case by Dr. Morse, there seems 
to be something rather novel, and to me truly surprising. From the 
limited reading 1 have had, and the cases of dislocation of the spine 
which I have seen (only two), I had supposed that injuries of this na- 
ture were very serious, and in tlie end (lUal. I have always considered 
it Inipossihte to reduce a dislocation of the dorsal poition of the spine 
without dissectini; down to tlip bones and cultiirj off the trnnsvorse pro- 
cesso-i of tfif' v'oriebra; nor do 1 Und on record any case that has beeu 
trcateci Miccrssiully. 

In this case it appears that, witli the aid uf Dr. Jarvis's adjusicr, 
there was no difficulty in readily r( (lu( in<4 the dislocation, and putting 
die bones in their natural ))Osition, that in a few days tlie man was able 
to raise himself up, and soon walk about. 

Dr. Morse tells us that there was not complete paralysis. Now I can- 
not conceive how there can be a dislocation of the dorsal vertebra with- 
out producing a sufficient compression on the spinal marrow to cause to- 
tal |)aralysis of the parts helow the injury, even if there is a fracture of 
the body of the vertebra ; and after being crushed down with force suffi- 
cient to dislocate and fracture the spinal column, how a man sliould so 
far recover in *;f'venteen day? as to raise hiin«:flf up iu bed, and walk out 
in twcnty-fiJiii days, is to me quite unaccountable. 

Atw r i)(Mu>)n<4 Dr. Morse's case, the followins: questions have present- 
ed themselves to niy mind, which I hope you, or some of your corres- 
pondents, will do me the favur to answer ihix>ugh the Journal. 
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Ist. Has there ever been, or can there be, a dislocation of iho dorsal 
vertebra without producing total paralysis of llie parts Ix low tlie injury ? 

2d. Would a UBcture of the body of tlie vertebra, in comieclion with 
dUocation, render the case lest formidable* 

3d. Would a fracture of the body of a vertebra, in connection with 
dislocation, recover in seventeen days so as to sustain the weight of the 
body, or sooner than other fractured bones ? 

The object of this conununiciition is to solicit information in relation 
to injuiries of this nature. Any of the readers of this Journal who will 
gi^e any information, or their views and experience on the subject, wiU 
much oblige— Yours, fitc, Cobrea. 

Lawrmce, Mau., Aug, 4, ISoi. 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON, AUGUST 13, 1861. 



Quarantine Congress. — " Dr. Sutherland, the Medical Inspector of the 
General Board of Heahh, has been appointed to attend the Medical Con* 
gress to be held at Paris, on the subject of quarantine, by the medical au- 
thorities of the several European Governments interested in the question." 

The n^">vo prirn!:?;rnph is taken from the London Times of July 15th. 
If there is any one act (lemandcd of commercial nations in their combined 
capacity, more than another, for advanciiig^ civilization, it is a dpclaration 
of uncompromising hostility to the rascally system of quaraniiiies now in 
force in every port on the Meditenanean* Even on land, by some of these 
regulations, a solitary traveller on a camel* crossing the lonely Desert of 
Axabia, is compelled to sleep out a quarantine of five day> under a tent on 
a sand hill, beiore he is alluwcd to prnr>crd. To prrtnnd that n prcsfrva- 
lion of the pultlic heahh is alone conlcmplatpd by the severe port regula- 
tions in regard to the landing of passerijijers in Marspillf;*, L^c^hnm, Ge- 
noa, Civita Vecchia, Naples, Messina, Palermo, Venice, Anconu, Malta, 
Alexandria, Beyioot, Cyprus, Rhodes, Smyrna, Constantinople, Pirsua 
and Syra in Greece, Zandt, Corfu, Trieste, and some forty other placea 
with which a commercial intercourse is feebly, and often injuriously main* * 
tarnetl foreign merchants, is a falsehood. More thin lialf the rigorous 
quarantines in Italy, and ihrourjhout the Turkish em|)irH, are maintained, 
in their present infamous form, through the tric kery of subtle Italian phy- 
sicians, who would willinglv see the world depopulated, if they could get 
a profitable salary by it. l^hey are meddling, ii^^norant, double-faced men, 
who are apparently bent on ruining commerce, and limiting the intercourse 
of nations to their indi^dual permission. England is as deeply in the 
mire ns the Papal and Neapolitan governments, in re^i^ard to Malta and the 
Ionian islands. How ilie mimster of foreign allairs could plav the hypo- 
crite, wilhuul blushing to confusioii, in sanctioning the inovemenl ol the 
Gcaefal Board of Health, by sending a represeDtative to Paris, is quite 
noaceountable to one traveller at least. Money in these cases makes all 
contagious and infectious distempers fly off at a tangent; it puts all medi* 
cation into the hack ground at once. 

Insiead of being a liubject of legislation by a few local boards of health, 
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Dot five members in t bondied of wbldi, either !« Bnrope or Amerfea, 

know any thing about the nature of plagitei mnallpox or fevers, the Con- 
gress of the United States and the nrliameni of finglaed should wiits 

in breaking" up and breaking dowri these cordons of ig"norance. The only 
true and just form of a qnaraniinc, is one of observation. Stop the sick, 
if necessary; but never detain a person or a bale of goods a moment, 
without a sulficient cause. That should be determined by a man of high 
medical attainments and sound discretion, and not be leftt as it now is, to 
the whim or caprice of those who could not gain admission to any respecta- 
ble medical association in Christendom. Bat the abominable comiptioos 
of the quarantine administration in many a port whore (ravellrrs wend 
their way, independently of the downright wickedness ol iln' nion < nlight- 
ened susiamers of it — the French and English— call loudly for a redress 
of grievances. Bad as our quarantine regulations are in New York and 
some other domestic ports — yielding income, unrighteously filched from 
the pockets of the merchants, without conferring the smallest good upon 
the community — they are infinitely superior to those on the borders of the 
Mediterranean Sea* 



Re-appearance of Cholera. — It is a painful thought that this scourjre is 
again manifesting an uncontrolled activity at many places in the We?t, 
where there have been sovero afflictions in its former visitations. It is to 
be feared that physicians are Utile wiser in regard to the laws that govern 
malignant cholera, or the treatment which actually saves a patient, tbsa 
thev were ten years ago. It is too late — after the melancholy destructisa 
of human beings that have fallen before it in every country and climate, 
and which are at this moment dropping- into premature graves In alarming 
numbers — to assert that cholera can be treated with the certainty of other 
epidemic disorders. Yet all this should not deter the hnniblest practitioner 
iroui liie iiiosL liiurougii mvestigauuu. What a Held for discovery is open 
to competitors ! 



Professional Success, — At the graduation of the medical class at Etsqi* 
▼iUe« Indiana, an address, of an elevated character, was delivered by Con- 
tad Baker, Esq. He points out specifically the right way and the wrong 

one, for a medical practitioner, by simply showing that courtesy, punctu* 
ality, accuracy and d«>-pntch, are the powers that ensure success. There 
are those who are perpetually snarling or sni i ring at some one in the pro- 
fession whom they, for some uudefinable cause, dislike, without being pre- 
eiseljr able to define why or wherefore. It is enough that they are real or 
imaginary obstacles to their own lull success. Such physicians lead a 
wretched life, since it is impossible for them ever to be comfortable, or hold 
the po!;ition in society which they are determined to have, by thus fighting 
through life. Another, disregarding the busine^ hahi!;? of every one f]se, 
and boing siuhbornly benl on making the world conform to his indivuluai 
views oi liie way, the manner and the time for doing things, will surely 
find himself negleeted^while he comforts himself with the folse idea that 
he has been a^itriwnMt, Accuracy is an essential element of sticosis, 
the true value of which is so uniformly admitted, that it is quite unne- 
cessary to do more than refer to it. But the last requisite to make a -^nr- 
ce.ssful physician, is despatch. Incessant activity, without beinir in a rt- 
preheasihie haste, is also iudjspeusabie to succetts. borne practiuonersi of 
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wIPMt qualificatioiis, an so latitfierdbly &Uguiiig to thoir potieats by the 
•Ktrame minuteness of their questiona, and the intolerable length of their 

vj?it^. nil with the very best of intentions — that those who would like lo 
be their patrons are ohlit^ed to cut loose from them, A pruc'-itinnrr is sup- 
posed to study at houie , and when introduced to the sick-rooin, ih ■ ^ibility 
to bring his knowledge to bear u^on the case at once, is the secret ui gaui- 
iag aod keepins^ basineM. It will not motwer to examine and percuss, 
liHeD to arterial pulsatiotis, and split hairs, till the patient becomes impa- 
tient for the remedy. Despatch is a virtne in a physician. Mr. Baker 
proves himself to be a common-sen?c philosopher. If he practises, as a 
lawyer, upon the precepts forcibly shown to be the true way in medicine, 
he is unquestionably both patronized and distinguished. 



Excess of Females hi Ch'cat Britain. — •* In 1841, there were 493,303 
more females than males in Great Britain. In 1S51, the excess is 550,157. 
In 1S41, the excess of females in the metropolis was 124,367. In 1851, 
it is 154,429 — an increase greater than the whole iocrca:>e of population 
woold lead one to expect This crowing disproportion of dio- sexes hat 
Islely attracted the attention of phiknthropiats, and has suggested die 
scheme for conveying such women as are qoalifisd lor it to colonies, where 
the disproportion is the other way." 

It is the opinion of those travellers on the continent who have given at- 
tention to the subject, that there is a very considerable excess of females 
over the whole of Europe. The draining of the men from the rural dis> 
triets for the armies, unquestionably leaves a majority of the other sex in 
tooe places ; yet, under any aspect, there are evidently more females than 
msles* Whenever ft reliable census is taken of the continental nations, 
this opinion will probably be verified. In A "ia— certainly thnt porn'on of 
it with which we are personally conversant Irom recent explorations — there 
«eenis lo be a very considerable excess of female population. In passing 
through villages in Asia Minor, there invariably appears to be a majority 
sf femalea ont of doore— while the immemorial custom of the country is 
to confine very large numbers of the higher circles to apartments, where 
they are only known to their proprietors and guardian eunuchs. In the 
United States there are marked extremes in respect to the proportion of 
the sexes. The old Atlantic cities and towns are blessed in the ratio of 
two to one, if not more in some of the maratime regions, of females to 
tile males ; while in the Western new settlements, among the gold hunters 
is California, scarcely one in a hundred of the men can find a wife, for 
the melancholy reason that there are none to be had. 



Ukrosccpist.-^oeejfk H. Wythes, M .D., is the author of a small, com* 
(set 18 mo. on the ** Use of the Ificroeeope^for Physicians, Students and 
urrersof Natural Science," with engravings on wood, illostntive of the 
■ppearance of certain objects, viewed by that beautiful instrument. Inde- 
pendently of the am'i«prnent rlerived from a contemplation of the minute 
organizations which liie una^^iisted eye could not perceive, the light that 
hag been derived by the aid of this curiuu:^ combination of lenses, in re- 
gard to the minute structuie of the tissues, the real condition of the fluids 
is a Kving body, and the morbid conditions brouf ht about by the in%'a8ion 
of disease, is invalnabie. This treatise not only gives directions for using 
ihs microscope satisfoctorily, but shows how it is to be kept in order, ^ 
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Mounting and preserviog specimenst both transparent and opaque ; the 
composition for protecting them, &c. are considered. The cell doctrine of 

physiologists, accompanied by illustrations; examination of injured '^frnc- 
lurcs ; minute injections : examinatinns ol urinary depo^iis ; polarized 
light, and a variety of misrellancous suggestions, are among the subjects 
discussed, eaeh and uil of wliich are individually interesting and ioslruct* 
We topics, and the mention of them will give a general idea of the efforts 
of the author. Messrs. Lindsay Blakieton, the Philadelphia poblishersi 
bare brought out the book in a commendable style of rnmpacinn?;?: and 
typographiral neatness. It may be found in Boston, at Tickoor ^ Co.'s, 
Washington street. 



Xfew State Insajie Asylum.^We understand that the Commissioners 
appointed by the Governor and Counsel, to select the site and erect a new 
Insane Asylunk — for which SIOO.OOO were appropriated at the last legisla- 
ture — will give the people of the dili'erent parts of the Slate a hearing on 
the question, which location would be more conducive to the public inter- 
eat, jSoft or West of Worcester, The Commissioners are Ex-Governor 
Briggs, of Pittsfield; Dr. Graves, of Lowell; and Gen. Tompson of New 
Bedford. For tin- purpose above stated, they will meet at Pittsfield on 
the 21st of Au^,nist, at Northampton on the 22d, at Middleboro* Four 
Corners on the 26ili, and at Taunton on the 27th. After these delibera- 
tions with the people of different sections of the State, it id understood that 
they will will proceed to select the particular site. 



Progress of Mrdkinf. — An introductory lecture to the Spring Course 
of the Philadelphia College of Medicine, by James Bryan, M.IX, was 
recently received, though delivered in March last. Dr. Bryan is a ready 
writer, and his zeal is not surpassed by that of any teacher in the United 
States. He has proceeded very methodically in the discourse by dividing 
the last fifty years into four epochs, and has given the historical facts 
essential to his purpose, without becoming tedious. He is a fortunate 
writer who know.-- precisely where to slop. We are struck with the extent 
of Dr. B's reading, no less than his happy laculiy in condensing a period, 
so extraordinary in medical history, within the compass of twenty-eight 
octavo pages. If we were asked to point out the best account of the 
progress of medicine and surgery, for the past half century, we should 
say this was the one. 



i^ToA Medical Colhge, — ^This institution, at Chicago, is working on 

the cheap principle ; giving a ftill course of lectures, by six professors, for 
thirty-Jive dollars. For graduation, the fee is twenty, and at the last ses- 
sion, thirty students received the degree of M.D. Some of the colleges 
are dissatisfied with this new measure, the cheapening plan, from an im- 

SroMion that it will lessen the income of schools, besides lowering the 
igbityof the profession. There is some reason in both suggestions, but 
as the Chicago professors seem disposed to ^ive the plan a thorougli trial, 
and as the result will be ktiown liy way ol precedent or warning to all 
other schools, it is not worth while at present to waste arguments or to 
go to war about it. An elevuung uiilueace is certainly needed in the 
ranks now, more than ever. 
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Vnreliabh Obstetrical Statistics. — A small pamphlet has Iteen addressed 
to the members of the American Medical Assoeiaiion, by Dr. F. M. Rob- 
eruoo, of Cfaarlestoo, S. C, in explanation of his motive for moving a 
recommittment of the report by the Chnirmnn of the Committee on Ob* 
ifeirics, at the late meeting of the Association. Tho o!»jcrt of his mo- 
tion was to give the chairman an opportunity to ??rikf ovii th'' staii>tics of 
Dr. RfimFny, of Georgia, which had been iijc<.>rpor:Hi.(l into the puptjr, and 
winch as was ai-seried, "were not reliable." Very naturally, Dr. Ramsay 
was roDsed to a sense of injury on learn infir what' kind of estimation his 
account of his own experience was held by the assembled medical wisdom 
of the Union. Had he been present to meet any insinuation or charge of 
'hi? character, possibly the whole niriller would 1ki\i* laKcn qtiite a differ- 
ent turn. Bui as it wn«. the quotations from Dr. Kamsay wero i rasi'ii a.-* 
unreliable authority. Dr. Ramsay iimnediauly wrole to Dr. De Saussure 
one of the secretaries, making certain propositions in regard to an adjust- 
Dont of the difficutty existing between him and Dr. Robertson. Dr. R. 
maintains that he has no per.sonal ill will towards Dr. Ramsay— he merely 
contemplated the honor of the profes.sion and the cliaracter of the publi- 
cations emanating from tfie high body of which lie was a m«^mhcr, and 
which we all, in cominun, desirr- should possess an unsullied reputation. 
Here the busiuo^s liow rests, lluw these two gentlemen can be made to 
forget and forgive, remains to be determined, since, although a public 
otiter, it is also a personal one. 



Medical Miscellany. — Virginia tobacco yields ilie largest proportion of 
nicotine ; from twenty pounds were extracted four hundred grammes 
poison; a gramme is equal to 15-444 grains troy. The Maryland leaf 
afibrds about a third of that quami v. Nicotine is nearly as powerful and 
rapid as pnissic acid with the animal economy. Five or six drops ap- 
plied to the tongue of a dou'", killofl it in ten niimites. Ttio convulsive 
motion was sliijht. — Thf* Pictou (\. S.) Chronicle mentions, lln- death, at 
East liiver, ol Mr. John Chisholm, of dropsy. He had been lapped 22S 
tines, by which the enormous quantity of 369 gallons of water were taken 
from his body. — ^The company that has been boring for salt water at 
Pomeroy, have succeeded in obtaining, at the depth of one thousand feet, 
an abundfint stream of great strenglii, which flows over the top of the 
Weil. They intend boring two other wells in the imm'-liate vicinity of 
the first, ond it is expected ihe three will furnish water suliicient for the 
uiaimfucture of a hundred and fifty barrels of salt in twenty-four hours.— 
Captain Andrew Brock, and his twin sister, Mrs. Brooks, for many years 
resident of the neighboring island of Tuckernuck, celebrated the anni- 
versary of their birth day, a few days since, both of them being in the 
enjoyment of their usual good health. Their united ages amount to one 
hundred and lifty-eigiii years. 



Drtithi in Ui'stoH — lor tlie work cridia^ Saturday noon, Auj. 9lh, 101. — Males, 47 — f«»m«l<»i», 54. 
ArridriiUl, 3 — aslliina, I— apoplexy, I— Memin, 1— <li>ra>ie of ixiwfls, 9 — ilivi us«- of hraiii, I — 
diimeof bladder, I — rooftunpliaa, 9— ^onvtiNintis, i— olidera inianlom, 4— clmlcra morbus, 1 — 
cnwp. 1— dypieniery, 7— d?»rH«wi, 3— <Iro|^y,.i— dropsy ©fihe bnitn, K^^rownM, 1— erysipe- 
las, I— < iHl.'|i«y, 1 — tvjii.u- f.n r, 1— -tvphoicl fcvcr, 1 — scarlet fcu r, J — Imi^ r<'\« r. 1 — fracture, 
l--gano;rc»c, I — rlr«K.*ii.-»« ol \\n- heart, 1 — intlamaiion, 1— torantile, 11 — lutlamatiou of luu{|;s, %— 
MMeettiOQ oT luiig^, I — mnrasmui. I— measles, o td 1— f^bj, 1— poiaoB, I innll|»«, 1^ 
••Wmnu, 4 — tumor. 1 — luikuowi), 2 — worms. 1. 

Under 5 year*. a5 — between b Rud ilU ycaM, 1 — bctwccu 20 and iO years, 26 — between 40 
M 60 vcirs, 9— over 60 years, 7. AmericHn^, 43 ; for«igliett SOid cbiMnil of IbieigMffi, K. 

The atiove iadodea 11 <k«tlt» at Uie City lastitutiooa. 
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ON THE RECIPROCAL AGENCIES OF MLND AND MATTER. 

[Continued from page 14 ] 

Iaayino, liowever, the subject of cancer (which, it roust be admitted u 

aslroni: illustration of the morbid consequence of mental sont>\v), yet 
still adhering to the depression of spirits, as a fertile source of bodily 
sulfering, we embark at once on the wide ocean of nervous diseases. 

Here, again the softer and more susceptible sex are, as is well known, 
the pecuhar victims ; for their sensibihties being more refined — their 
babils (especially in the aristocratic circles of society) far more sedentary 
— whilst their miads are less briskly engaged— the influence of nervous 
inittbility is more mtensely felt, and more permanently engrafted than 
B man. Their passions, moreover, being as strong, or perhaps stionger 
than in man, but covered by that mantle of concealment which nature, 
innd in hand with feminine modesty, throws over them, the inward fire 
keeps slowly smoulderin«]f on, and secretly consuming the frail tenement 
in wliich it lies imbedded — they become the prey of grief and disap* 
pouitffleQt; robbing thetn of 

Tir«ci Xaturc's sweft re-^iorcr, balmy sleep " 

—destroying their appetite for food, and their enjoyment of pleasure— 
absorbing their every thought — disturbing their secretions — and thus 
underniininf!; their general health, and, perhaps, ultimately sapping even 
the citadel of reason itself! So Virgil, speaking of Dido, says :— 

" At Rc^inA gravi jamdudiim «5airria cura 
VolnuB alit venis, et c«»co cBr|)iiiir ij^e 
Mulla viri virtiiH animo, mtiltiis4|iic recaraat 
Gentls Uooov— hserent iofixi peclore viillus, 
TmImn)ii»— iwe pladdau inenibrM diil cw» qoioleni." 

Hence arises hysteria in its myriad, fantastic shapes, acting on and agi« 
tiling diflferent parts, and simulating sundry stnictural aroctbns so in* 
sdiously as to endanger the diagnosis even of experienced physicians. 

The irritable breast described by Sir Astley Cooper, the liystencal jmnt 
tad other local affections, delineated so well by Sir B. Brodie, are strik- 
ing illustrations of it : and it is distressing to think and to know that • 

evpii lirnhs have been amputated, and painful operations performed, un- 
an erroneous and simulated impression of tlie existen<"r> of or'iMnic dir^- 
cue. To quote the latter talented surgeon's (Sir Benjamm Brodie) own 
3 
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words : — i do not hesitate to declare that among the higher classes 

of society, at least four fifths of the female patients who are commonly 
supposed to labor under diseases of the joints, labor under hysteria, and 
nothing else." — (Lectures, p. 37). These diseases occur in persons 
of an irritable disposition, and nervous temperament, in whom there 
is excessive excitability, accompanied with diminished power. The 
catameuia arc almost always irregular, and generally deficient ; and 
this whole class of disease is, probably, in the majority of iastances, the 
reveibratbos of disappointed natufe on the nervous system. The nmid 
acting on the body through the great sympathetic nerve, a£^ts diflbent 
parts and difierent structures, varying in intensity, in form and in duiatioo, 
HI pcoportjon to the varying sensibilities of its victims. Hence the ex- 
tensive catalogue of what are designated hysteric affections, deriving their 
names (as the etmology indicates) from that focus of excitement to 
which my theory alludes. " Sed nec spectabilior est buins morbi fre- 
quentia," says Sydenham, tjnain varletas i!la nniltlfornis, qua se osten- 
dit et nullua fere non emulatur ex iis affectibus qui bus atteamtur miseri 
niuiiiiles. QuamciuKjne enim corporis partem insederit, symptoniala 
(qualia ei competuui purti) staliin producit, ct nisi medicus laui sagaci 
quadam selertia et innrnrt quam in arte peritia valeat, liraus ei fiet 
atque ista symptomata k morbo aliquo esaentiaU hujus vel illius partisy 
Don vero ab afl^tiooe hysterica, penderes arbitrabitur," 

Though corroborating my purpose, it would consume an unnecessary 
portion of time were I to aiiduce all the extraorduutty and Protean 
forms in which hysteria manifests itself. Suffice it to say, that, contin- 
gent as the malady is on persons of high ncrvou*? excitability, attended 
with diminished power, it is best obviated by that class of medicine, and 
met by that line of treatment, which caliny the one and renovates the 
other ; and the medicines and treaiuienL must be adapted to the jmr- 
ticular form in which in which it presents itself, and to the individual 
circumstances of the person so affected. 

Albeit, however, the female sex is more especially the subject of this 
disease, the etymology of whicb, as I just observed, would clearly coii- 
Jine it to woman, many are the bstances in which men are also visited 
by it, inasmuch as it is an affection of the nervous, as well as of the 
uterine system. '* Quinimo," as that patriarch of medicine just quoted 
observes, non pauci ex iis riris vitam degentes solitariam, chartis sclent 
impallescerc eoaem morbo tentantur." Another proof though a np'j:a- 
tive one, of its nervous origin, is presented in t\\c fact, that, however, 
acute may have been the local pain, dissection casts no light on its pa- 
tliology, the seat of all the suffering, evincing, in a lorfre majority of in- 
stances, no discernible cause of its intensity, whilst the whole class of 
tonic remedies which would aggravate the mimic inflammation, were it 
otherwise than viskmaiy, is that which experience establishes as the 
most conducive to relief, the disease being dependent, in fact, on loss 
of tone, with excess of nervous susceptibility. 

It would be a culpable omission, in speaking of the influence of the 
mind as a cause of disease, were I not to make a brief allusion, also, 
to that aristocratic visitation termed the gout. We know thai, indepea- 
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dently of hereditary disposition, its ieminium is in the stomach — that its 
agency is conveyed by ibe blood to the organs which it principally in- 
vades, and that excesses of an Epicurean ciiaiacter will produce and 
mostly generaie a pdroxysm. Ji camiui, liowever, be denied limi all pow- 
erful mental emotions, though opposite in their nature, will generaie it in a 
gotity subiecl, ind tfaat a fit of aoger is a notonously frequent escitiof 
ewN. The paaBMNis may either ooeasioD an attack or cause its retro- 
MMM, or give birth to some irregular or misplaced action ; and the 
inkienness of metastasis proves that the inflaminatory type is one sm 

CTUf* and devtatinj; from the nature of inflammation in its ordinaiy 
. If^ as I have before observed, and as must be univt-rsally ad- 
mitted, the influenrf* of the iniiul will alter the secretions, there is no 
r«i^)n why the siomarli nnd its office of digestion should be exempted. 
We know tiiat liie sudden announcement of had news will at once take 
away the appetite — and wliy ? The shocii vibrates to the v:ii u»us parts 
of the body, through the medium of the nervous and ciiculating sys- 
t^n; the nervous energy is thereby partially paralyzed; the functioa 
of diction is consequently deranged, and a paroxysm of gout is at once 
lenented, where the predisposition exists. 

Weakness of die remote nervous ramifioatJons will necessarily inflo* 
MM the secretions of the parts which they supply ; and when, as in 
mis' subjects, the bloofl abounds with excreroentitious nratteis, the 
exhaled and secreted fluids possess pretematoiftl or morbiBc properties 
which affect the sensibility of the extreme nerves and irritate the tissues 
in which they are doposittHl, The electric rnpidity v illi \\ ljirh mttns" 
Mm orrtm can onlv lie cxnlaiiir-d hy reffTrncr to th<' organic nervous 
>y?teui. in co-oiu ianou wilii liie arterial ; tlie maitrii^ morbi being vest- 
ed in the peculiar slate of the blood. Now, if we contemplate the in- 
lituaie connection which subsists tiirou>^h its medium, we can easily 
ettiprehend the transference of sensibility frotn one part to another. 
The tQae» hoiwever, '4 not the struetnre of a part having been impaired 
previous attacks, render* that part ooostantly liable to a Iresh bvft- 
«a; or it may visit other organs, according to the several canaaa which 
penil, or the v^ular conditions which at the time may happen to be 
n eiisieooe io those organs. 

In consequence of frequent and severe attacks the structure of the 
iTiinate vessels su!)^equently becomes altered, and the lilhic laVE id gOUl 
ilsi li'nr^th deposited in the form of tophi or chalk stones. 

Teiiijjminent is frwiuenlly connected with the progress of disea^. 
Therp ran he no doubt that the irritable temperament — t. the san- 
guine, IS uiore peculiarly under the InBuence of casual injury and of dis- 
ttK, and iliai an accideut which in others would yield to the tis mtdi* 
(*ts floAM, is fiequently followed up in iMeh subjects by serious 
miituiiQnal disturbance. This temperament, wherein, as Hunter shrewd* 
l;sbNrvss, there is an over-actioo to the strength of the parts,** n 
dittietmed b^ extraordinary vivacity of the nervous and vascular sys- 
*M Trerobbngly alive to the slightest impressions, the sensibility of 
persons is more acute ; and I am fiimly of opinioii that they suffer 
io&uteiy more pain wider suigieal opemtiona» as well as more gnef un* 
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tier menial iiflliciioii, ihaii oliu'rs wlio are not thus endowed. The 
iniiici is siisceptilile of jrrfaler Ha;oiioji.-> — iluir ladings are less uuder 
control — lliuy Hoal niort; buoyantly on ibe surface of hope, or tliey sink 
more deeply beneath the depths of dcspondeocy. They are more liable 
to tetanus after an operation, and their recoveiy is more uncertain and 
protracted. Ravine madness belongs more paniculariy (according to 
the observations of Esquirol, and many others) to the sanguine tempera- 
ment, w hilst the nitiancholic is most prone to monomania and depi«»* 
sion of spirits ; nor i? death an un frequent consequence of this exccess 
of their morbid sensibility. The bo(fv in such subjects is the slave of 
its lynitit < mpn-is, and liO' it^' lf s;uc( umbs to her dominion. Surli per- 
sons lia\.' Ihcii known to expire sudd» ti!y during the steps preliminary 
to a «iir_'i( al oix'iaiKJii. A ^trikinn instance cif the fatal ajipncv of the 
mind IS leeurdrd ut a man wlio, under liie lt!(K)(itliir>-lv Robespierre, was 
condemned to be ^uilluiuu d ; by soiiic accident the knife was arrested 
in its diiscent, and on reoioving the victim for the purpose of adjusting 
the fatal apparatus, life was found lo be extinct ; the mmd had antici- 
pated the ezecutiooer, and performed hb office. 

Another instance, which 1 believe is well authenticated, is presented 
in the case of three criminals on the Continent, who were condemned 
to die, and were only reprieved for the advancement of science, and 
given over accordingly to the tender mercies of surgeons, as the subjects 
of expr-riinent. These professors informed them, that thoui^h the «?en- 
tenee ol ileath w as iinmu!nl)le, yet under the rirrunistances ihev --hould 
sutler hitle nr no pain in its execution, which it w as decreed siiould be 
carried out by the gradual la<is of blood. Their eyes bein^ bandaged, 
a shght puncture was made in each of ilieir arms, and a small stream 
of warm water was poured continuously over the ami ; thus giving 
them the entire conviction that their blood was flowing into the pail be- 
neath. After this bad been carried on a reasonable time, it was fouDd 
that two out of the three had ceased to live ! The fiital influence at 
other times, though equally effective, is more distant. 

A surgeon in Essex, with whom I was well acquainted, rode several 
miles on horseback, early in October some years ago, to consult my 
father. He was about 45 years of acre, and not only appeared to be, 
but -idmitted that he was, in good bodily liealth ; yet n convietion had 
impressed him that he should not survive the pn=juin<,' F\ liriiai \ . It 
was in vain that my fatlier endeavored lo reason him out of it, and 
urgfd him to folluvv iii:, lavoiite amusement of fox-liunting through the 
approaching season. He did so: but "death on liie pale horse" 
overtook him, and realized his unalterable apprehension. A patient 
who despairs of recovery is certainly in greater danger than he who is 
convinced of his convalescence ; and the vista of disease is dark and 
dreary in which the taper of hope has been Utterly extinguished. The 
physician, therefore, who by bis countenance or by his manner can in- 
spire it, has gained an unquestionable advantage m the work of his vo- 
cation. The patient, especially if of a nervous temperament, studies 
his every l»n*n of countenance — weighs his every won! — and the the- 
momeier of his ieeiin^s rises or falls accordingly. The mind becoaies 
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pfilf^f^'ff in the service, and by its influence on matter dispels the pec- 
cant liumors that opprp^^ it. It becomes the duty, therefore, of the 
physician to ii\luse consolation, and to inspire hope wherever he can 
bo so without confiscating truth ; for 

^ Snn l verba et voees quibus booc leaire adoloem 
Pomtf et aufMni narat depooara partem." 

And here, tbougli the language of poetry may by some be deemed in- 
flOflSBleot with the graver matter of a medical lecture, I cannot forego 
die quotation of lines so beautifoHy illostntiTe of the powen as well as 
(he "fkanoret of hope,^* is 

" Go, seek the dismnl cbamber. wberr di<[case 
Kcrlines with wasted form and pallid boe ; 
Wbera Umugb «ha haJ^ckiiad ihatter sadly enapa 
A feri^le ray that traree a twiKglii tbedt ; 

WliiKl all around ttistrpssing >ipMS Hpp< ir 
CH (Viiiilf^ r€iiiPilie*i ' Mark, Uien, bow tweet 
To the eyo of Hope upon a friend ! 
To feel upon the fluttering pnUe ihc gr^tp 
Of one beloved— it beatj with firmer force— 
The Iftftguid eyi- brani* moninilary joy ; 
Aod sickoes*, cheated bv the Kmilinr icene. 
AwlHta ibrgMa her pd».ifliieting task • » 

It 15 the despair of relief that too often impels the sufTerer to ily into 
ibe arms of death io order to 

** Whirl him, happy riddance, from himself. 

This arises most frequently from exagcferated nen'ous irritation, as in 
ik hif^her grades of hypochondriasis resulting from both physical and 
moral causes, and acting with awful severity on the brain through the 
nerves of the digestive apparaius. In aggravated cases of dyspepsia, 
where the mucous nienibrane of the stomach and intestinal lube is dis- 
ordered, the mind becomes impaired ; iio^)e is abandoned ; reason is 
ovenlirowD, or lather, in such cases^ as Lord Erskine obsmed — Rea* 
am b oot drtveji from her $eai^ but distraction sits down upon it alon|^ 
with her, and holds her trembling upon it, and frightens her from her 
(MOpriety.'' The dehiskxis of fancy, of disordered imagination, and 
morbid sensibility, flit around their victim, and terrify him. The sym> 
pitheiic palpiution of the heart is misconstrued into organic disease ; the 
nttle nervou<? or h<'j)aftc coti<j!i is converted by the imagination into pul- 
monary |»!itht'<is ; or the occasional giddiness, confusion, pain, heat or 
other anomalous sensations in the head, enj^endr'r an apprehension of 
ajjo^lejky, paralysis or dcranf^t'inent. Sometimes the ^nffrrcr avoids so- 
riety from havinj; lost all pleasure in it: or, if some pii)ing relative or 
friend should endeavor to engage him in conversation, he is unable to en- 
ter upon it, and swerves perpetually from the subject to describe bis feel- 
ings, and seek their expranation. Consolation is refused ; or the abor> 
live efibrt to lighten his despondency by making light of his complainis 
a twbted into raillery, and perverted into unkindness* Tortured by 
bjpQchoodriasis, and frightenfid by the ghosts of fancied ills, he flies 
m one physician to another for advice ; or, beguiled by the upm 
Ataai of empirieal puffs, and base and baseless promises of cure, ho 
becomes the dupe of quackery aod the martyr of imposture. Here 
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therp is !Vpqnf.Miily a reciprocated agency of mind and \xK]y : the Oil* 
reniiuiiig mghiujare of the mind impairs ilie secieiions ;uid digt?stioD, 
and the irritabiJity of Uie nerves and mocoiw lueiubiiine (aggraTated, 
perhaps, by the drastic purgatives with which he has injudiciotisly been 
tortured), has added fittb irritatioo to the material ofgao of the mind. 
It b aslxmisbiDg to observe bow constantly tbe temper is aflfected bjr thb 
malady. A friend and coooectioo of mine, a most anuable man in all 
the domestic relations of life, and a pattern of piety, became so irascible 
tmder its influence, that he would sit hefoni the fire and kick tbe fender till 
he nearly destroyed it ; swearing violently on the slightest provocation, 
?nd (to use his own words), tongtng for a sword that he might cut 
any one to pieces that came in his way," 

It is on the same pniici|)le ilmt tlie (irunkard is :ilnu»^( invariably irri- 
table and iJioiiW ; and a siimlai elTert rrcqueiitly ensut--, alter n tn)l meal, 
or on eating indigestible articles o( Ibod. The iirilalion ul ilie gastro- 
intestinal nerves is communicated to tbe brain ; tbe temper manifests 
the stimulus ; perception is less acute, and the mental faculties are tar- 
nished ; hence the valuable Roman maxim, " Japrmm dUquirite V* is 
evidently founded on observation and good sense. 

Mothwtthstanding, the entire derangement of both the bodily and 
mental functions in this disease, anatomy has thrown no light on its pa- 
tlmloay. Villemiay maintains that the primary sent is in the stomach, 
and that the disease consists in a morbid state and an excess of orirnnic 
seu'^ibility of llie nervous system, which is reflected svnijtill^ ticalfy 
on diiierent or^rans. Broussais refers it to the coats of the sioniaeli. and 
a chronic intlaininalion of its niucous membrane. M. Georgei, on tiie 
other hand, refers all the phenotncna to the bi-ain, and supports his 
theory with most plausible arguments. Certainly, when the cause in 
different cases is closely studi^, it would appear that sometimes the 
disease is manifested primarily in the brain, and at others, in the digest- 
ive functions ; each theory has ils respective merits. « Et vituld, iu 
(UgmtSy et kic!" Be this as it may, the stomacli in either case is affect- 
ed, Tlie hypocbondriar. however, ww^t not only abstain from those in- 
gesta which auijinent this iiriiabilitv. luit mnst also exercise some n^.nrn! 
restraint, and do his utmost to curb the first impulse of temper, bv the 
aid of bis reason and reliirion, as well as by abslinenr^e. Many, after 
their nervvous energy is exiiauviud, resort to fresh stimulus and to nar- 
cotics, and with temporar}' relief j but the irritability is mostly exasperated 
by such measures alter tbe soothing eflPecls have passed away ; and botli 
insanity and suicide have been tbe ultimate result. 

Want of proper restraint during infancy and childhood lays the founda- 
tion of irritability of tem|ier in numberless instances, and affords a la- 
mentable illustration of the mind's dominion. That irritability swells 
into uncontrollable passion, which grows with their growth, and strength- 
ens with their strength, till the mind a«^sumes nn unhealthy condition, 
and runs away with their reason, because reason brTomes insensible to 
its curb. Cerebml excitement at last inriuces cerebral diseast? : the 
membranes become vascular, and subsequently thickened, and the reite- 
rated nioral la converted into a pennaneni physical cause of mental de- 
rangement. 
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Aboodtiit insttnces iiM|lit be adduced of sudden death from the re- 

liemence of ancrer, as well as of its devastating effects on the ornanismus 
of o(ir bodily frame. Amon[^=^t tIh* fonner may be enumerated the cele- 
braicd John Hunter — dyini; m St. George's Hospital, from tlie irrita- 
\m consequent on op|>o>lion to one of his motions at the weekiy l^oard 
of its Governors ! Cheyne, Bon<"Uis, and other authors irive similar in- 
stances. The secretion of bile is unquestionably deteriorated by the 
opentioos of the mind ; its blackened inspissation, combined with de- 
pression of spirits, baa supplied the appropriate cognomen of melancho* 
fa. This b oorioborated) moreover, by the relief that it derived from 
nercary, and its specific action on the liver, as well as to the relief given 
to the irritated gastro-intestinal nerves by carrying olT the acrid secre- 
UQO by mild and cooling purgatives ; and hence Lord Byron declared 
that an ounce of salts exhilarated him more than a l)ottle of chain- 
paone! Since, however, both mind and body suffer in hypocliondriacs, 
ijoiii d»Miiaiul our attention. Where the disease i<! iraceai)!*' to hard 
-luriy. close ronfmeiDent, &tc. — which so frequently hapjxMis — it is et'i- 
victu that lx)th niusl be discontinued ; and where (as in l^ronssuis's 
theory) tiiere is evidence of " gastro-enteritie, ' the antiphlogibtie plan 
must be adopted ni the first instance, and the tone of the stomach 
aibsequently repaired hj that regimen and those meificines which esperi* 
race has established as most efficacious, but which it is superfluous that 1 
Anld here enumerate. 

be coHliiiaed.1 



CASES OF CH£ESB POISONING. 

IThc following article on Clu^ose Poisonin^^ from the New Jersey 
Medical Reporter. ItPing a imuikxi of a noiiri^ of the Quarterly Trans- 
^tons of the Goiie^e of Fhysicians of Pbiiadeiphia.j 

Dr. Parrisb was called to a fiumily consisting of a laboring man, his wife 
lad flx children, all of whom, except the wife, had been taken sick withu 

a few minutes of each other, after eating their accustomed scanty meal 
of t. a. bread and cheese, without anything else. The children were 
more violently affected tiian the father, their symptoms resembling some- 
wlial those of cholera : — as severe vomiting, dizziness, great prostration 
01 sirengtli, coldne.ss of the extremities, accompanied wilii proluse wa- 
ter)* dischatt^cs liom the bowels. After relieving the violence of the 
5)Tnptoms. ilie do^ u>i look sonie of the matter ejected from the stomach 
Id an apothecary, in order to apply to it some oi the tests for metallic 
ininn, but ibaira no reason to suspect poison in any of the food. The 
^bggist, on teaming die facts of the sickness, mentioned that a family 
sorby had beenstmilariy affected, on the previous evening from eating 
dwae irom the shop of a neighboring grocer. The doctor now re- 
paired to the family in question, and found that those who had eaten 
the cheese had all been attacked in the same way as his own patients ; 
«od QQ visiting the grocer, from whom it had been obtained, be learned 
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llini ii was onn of a large lot (rnm n cplcbraled New York dairy, was 
but liiree or (our months old, wni-jlu'd ljut ninety pounds, and wns rnn- 
sidered a good article. The grcxjtT had sold ncarlv ?fvpnty [kjuiuI-^ of 
it within a few days to a large number ol jx-ojilc, ami liad retailed out 
some eight oi nine cheeses from the same lot, williout hearing any 
complaint from his customeis, until within two days, during which time 
five or six families bad been taken ill. Those who had eaten of the 
cheese previously, though many of them were found, and MM|iiired of, 
experienced no inconvenience from its use. A slice of the cheese being 
subjected to an analytical chemisti no trace of mineral poison could be 
found in it ; hf^nce in seeking an explanation of this singular phenome* 
iHMi, the peculiar state of the atmosphere was thought of, as a proba* 
bip «oiuro of the deleterious properties which sefMiu'd to be developed 
in the clieese under its influence — ilie,«ie singular tacts liavini: oceurred 
durinc^ a spell of remarkahly damp, fo^^L'y and niild weailier, succeeding 
a cold and cK'nr alinospliere in January. Daring the two davs in which 
these casiis Oijrunul, the air was loaded with moisture, atid the fog on 
the Delaware was ^udicienily heavy, as to impede tlie progress of the 
boats in crossing. 

The cheese, it is suggested, having been previously froceo, might, in 
the process of softening, have developed deleterious properties ; or that, 
as often happens under moTO favorable ciroumstances, the oily matters 
contained in it might have been converted into an irritating acid, which 
acted on the stomach and bowels in the manner described. 

What strikes us as remarkaV)le, the fact that the discarded portion 
of tlie (poisonous) cheese, was alterwards sold out in slices hy another 
pei"son, w iihout any unpleasant results ; which fact seems to con6rm the 
theory that the causu of the otfending property was atmospheric. Con- 
siderable pains liaving been taken by Dr. I*, to ascertain the exieiu of 
injury froni this cause, he supposes that not less than one Imndred per- 
sons have been made sick from this cause, under the observation of phy- 
sicians in Philadelphia. But we must close this already lengthened 
notice, by copying from the essa^ before us, the following <* So for 
as the limited number of observations here detailed, will justify any con- 
clusion, we might say fii^t : — ^Tliat in all the instances of sickness fixun 
cheese poison, the cheese has been mild and newly made. 

Secondly. That the deleterious properties of the article have been d©» 
velopod suddenly in a nia<^s not previously injurious. 

"Thirdly. Tliat in all the cases the cheese had been ex{)0sed to the 
air; and i!iat in alt pi-obability a peculiar htate of the atmosphere was 
the immediate cause of the development of poisonous properties. 

** If these conclusions he correct, it would seenj proper that all newly- 
made cheese should be protected from the air, espedalty in damp 
weather ; and that their too free use as an article of food, to die exclu- 
sion of mora wholesome and substantial aliment, should be discouraged." 
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REPORT OF A CA8£ OF DOUBTFUL SEX. 
BT WM. M. SEOOCISy MILTON, V. C. 

It is SO exceeding! V nire to meet with a lusus nnturfE of tiiis kind in 
the United States, iiiai it might be thou^lii almost culpable if it were 
not npartad. It is doubtful whether any of the jNnimtire races of 
uiy nation ever present such anomalies* It is only among high bred 
ems of men and animals that such cases are to be found. Nature 
heie seeiDS to hesitate as to the sex she will choose to cast off from her 
geasmliTe matrix. 

Martha, the subject of this report, is a slave, the property of a gen- 
tleman of Pittsylvania county, Va. She is not a p«re African, hut a 
brown mulatto, about 91 years ohf ; ?he the rounded limbs of the 
female, wei^^hs 145 pounds, and of J)ut( ii Ituild from shoulders to pelvis. 
She has sutfered from neuralgia of her foot, and fever ; has been mar- 
ried some three or four yeai-s, and has never menstruated. It was, 
therefore, naturally supposed that her sufl'erings were caused by amenor- 
ilMea. Y/hem she was before me for exammation in April, 1850} my 
atleation was first called to the flatness of her broad chest, and entire 
absence of her breasts, and as she bad never had her catamenia, I in- 
fened that her genital organization was defective ; and upon examina- 
tion very carefully made, both by the sight and the touch, 1 found this 
to be the fact. The pectoral muscles were as devoid of the mammary 
glands above iliem, as those of a male of the cnme age: the nipple 
was of the ordinary male size ; face full, oval and masculine. The 
geoilals presented the most extraordinary appearance. The riions vene- 
ris was covered with the usual growth of hair of pulierty- — descending 
ifom the upper part of the external labia, was a small black uijion, ahout 
three inches long, like the African prepuce, wliich at first sight, as it 
lapered to a smdl point forward and downwards resembled the pendu- 
lous penis. On tilting it up, it was not round or solid, but extensible, 
like a cot-open prepuce. Near its junction to the labia, and just 
wiibio, could be seen and felt a large clitoris nearly two inches long, 
and feeling like the spongy corpora cavernosa of the penb, and having 
liie cellular membrane only over its structure. 

On passini^ through the nympha?, the finger came in contact with the 
"pper )>orlion of the vagina, on which the distended hindder rested, and 
iiolurtlirr ino:ress to the fin*rer forward was permitted, in the centre 
ol the axis of the pelvis, the finger was introduced, and dien carried to 
Ae left side, and in this direction it was arrested. 

On the right side, tlie finger passed some three inches tow ai ds the 
hft iliac fossa to a cuJ-dt-ioc, near the bottom of which a small spongy 
taber like a testis gland was felt, having no scrotal covering. I then 
seuched higher up for the uterus, and all around the sac, as far as it 
COoM be reached^I could find none, neither os tineas, body or fundus, 
She ^id die had never had pains in her loins, he, which usually pre- 
cede the incipient menstrual effort at puberty. She had little or no de- 
sire forco]>ulation, and did not enjoy it, nnd it sometimf*'? -^avc her pain. 

1 r^ard this case highly interesting, physiologically, and as well as en- 
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titled to be disied with tboee of bemitphiodiRn at nsr which I have 
aeen reported — ^tbe absence of mamime and uterus aasimifating her to die 
male^ and the well-devdoped external labia and nyinphit' to the female. 

Si€tho§eopi and Virgima Med. Omtk, 



CiB^AECAN OPBRATfON. 

[The foUowing letter is fmm M. M. Rodgers, M.D., to the editor of die 
Buflklo Medical Journal, dated Paris, January ^^0, 1851.] 

Dear Sir, — I send you for publication an account of a case of Cm* 
ran operatioa, which I have just seen peribrmed by M. Paul Dubois, 
in the Hospital ** Clinique d'Accouchements/* Tlib opeimtkMi, althoap^ 
far inofe common than in the United States* is bj no means of fiequeot 
occurrence in Europe. M. Dubois, if I understand him correctly, said 
he held made the section eight times before. 

The subject of the operation was an in-patient of the Hospital ; 
single woman, 94 years of age, primiparous, dwaifi-h, of rachitic con- 
stitution, nervo-bilious ai)cl lymphatic temp'-rnnienl, witli dr'fomied pelvis 
and inferior extrt-inUH's. The pelvis was (.•omprcssccl so as to leave only 
one and a quarter inch in the anicnu-po^terior liiamctcr. which was in- 
sufficient for the delivery of tlic child even after i'mhi vuioiny. Labor 
commenced at the full period of gebialion, and had been progressing 
slowly for about six hours, the amniotic fluid having been dkcbarged dor* 
ing that time. Difficulty being apprehended by the ** internes '* and 
*^ chef-duK^Iinique " in attendance, M. Dubo'is, Pysician-accoucbeor, of 
this Hospital, was called in ; after examination per vaginam, the Pn>- 
fessor, by the concurrent advice of Prof. De I'aul, decided upon then^• 
cessity of the section. This was at 9 o'clock in the evening, the woman 
bein<,' then somewhat exhausted, and the child still living, as shown by 
auscultation ; the operation was, however. def(Tred till the next day at 
10 o'clock. The patient was hroufjiil into the ani]»bitlieatre somewhat 
more feeble than the ni'du before, altbouHh under the fti'fct of anodynes 
and stimulants; she \\a> laid upon her back on the operating table, 
with the thighs flexed upon the body, and the sliouldens raised 

The operation was commenced (without chloiofonu) by making an 
inc'ision just opposite the umbilicus, and extedning to the symphysis pu- 
bis, about eight inches ; the first incision was made through tne iotegu^ 
ments ; a small opening was then made through peritoneum, and the 
incision finished by a bistoury and grooved director ; the nejtl incision 
was made through tiic walls of the uterus, about six inches long, wl»en 
the child appeared in sight ; it was extracted by the feet, dead ; the 
cord was tied, and the placenta extracted by the same ort6ce. The 
operation, occupied about eight minutes exelu«;ive of dressini:. The 
blreding was only slight from the incision ; the edi^es of the wound in 
the abdominal walls were biou^lit into coaptation and secured by inter- 
rupted ijuilk'd sulurcii, tlie iacii»iou in the uierui hc'm^z perl'eclly closed 
by its coniruction ; adhesive straps, charpie, a compieas and bandage 
around the body, finished the dressing. The patient, who suffered much 
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Inm pain, tod was much exhausted, was removed to her ward* and al- 
lowed aa anodyne and hot wine and water: she, however, was unable to 
rest, and re-action not taking place* she sunk rapidly, and died of col- 
lapse, thirty-six hours after the opomtion. 

This was, douhtl*^«JS. n fair case (or the opcralion, and oflered the only 
hope of saviiiir ciilier llie mother or child; but the time to save the 
child was whilt it was alive; and after that was dead the mother was 
too rjiuch exhausted to leave nmch hope of her recovery from so severe 
an operation ; so that ilie delay in the case certainly was the cause of 
losing one if not both lives. But as 1 intended only to give the details 
of the operation, which was skilfully perlbmied, I shall give no ofnnions, 
kt leave others to dnw such concloskxis, and make such reflections as 
diey please. 



DENTAL COLLEGBS. 

BT W. B. HAIIDT, M.D., BAI.TIMOBB, MD. 
(Cooumnyeitod for tiM Bomini Modteil nmd SNrgicd jMrMLJ 

Man, from his coustiiuiioiial I'ormation, is necessarily a creature of twifl* ; 
and of wants of various kind, differing according to the complex being 
of his nature, but all of such imperious necessity as to demand provision 
Ibr Umbo wants; and still further, provision of a suitable character, oth- 
erwise damage w91 be the result, and that damage, it is believed, will be 
ffli l)y the constitution, precisely in the proportion in which this provis- 
ion is dealt out, as to time, quantity, and quality. Now these wants of 
man's being may all be arranged under tliree heads, viz., those of his 
fkjf$ical intellectual and morciL Among his physical wants are those 
havini^ reference to his body, as the supplying it with food and raiment, 
and the restoring it when diseased or injured. To meet this class of 
want*: a irreal variety of arts have been introduced, among which is 
iiLijiWred the art of Dentistry. His Intellectual wants refer to the mind, 
»kich, if any thing, are still more imperious in their demands than tbose 
of the body, for the latter have not only been hushed, but entirely foi^ 
gotten during the loudness of the calls of the former, and the intensi^ 
of the grati&ation furnished by the surpassing excellence of the provi* 
aoas destined to supply the mental wants. Among these intellectual 
wants stand out first and most prominent, education of all the faculties of 
the mind; (or each faculty requires as much its proper aliment, which 
education can alone furnish, for the existence of intellectual life, as food, 
clothing, and the atmosphere are essential provisions for the existence of 
physical life. Now this education, to become available for the whole 
mass of in!?!d, has been rediif^ed into ])ractical and tangible shape, by the 
fouiviiiii/ of schools and colleger, which are. as it were, the great mental 
store houses, for dealing out from day to day to the hunuering mind, 
such aliment in kind atid (juanlitv as is found bt.iL adapted for its highest 
jaidlectuai growth and developmciU, as well as best suited, also, to make 
k pncttcal and useful, by teaching it bow to apply its education to the 
Wefit of mankind, and to reUeving the vaiioos ills of snaring humanity. 
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Among the Dumeious colleges destined to this great end, are now in- 
cluded the dental, and about which we propose offering simply a lew 
plain, common-sense, pfactical lemafks for the reflectioo of the publicy 

as well as the profession. 

The utility and absolute necessity of medical colleges, as an essential 
eleni'Mit for j)iepaiing the mind of the phy^^ician to meet the great practi- 
cal ciiiUf.i of his profession , in saving life and restoring health, no one for 
a jiioment pretends to call in question. And still further it will also be 
readily adinitied, iliat such preparation is far superior to any private in- 
stniction which any single individual can furnish, however exo^ent and 
valuable it may be; and ibr the simple reason that a hcvthy of physi- 
eians, having under their charge a college, with hospitals and inBimaries, 
and each devoting himself to a particular department of the healing ait, 
and each applying the principles of his teachings in the practical manage- 
ment of disease among the numerous patients of the hospital, thus 
presents to the medical student facilities, both theoretical and practical, 
which it is impossible that any private instruction can furnish to the same 
extent, nnd which, in fact, no physician pretends for an instant to insist 
upon. While on the other hand private instruction is hy no ineaos 
meant to he undervalued, hut on the contrary to be ret^arded as an im- 
portant and essential co-worker with the colleges during tlie recess of 
their sessions; and instead therefore of having antagonistic interests, they 
are in truth but continuous links in the same great and unbroken chain 
of medical instruction. 

Now if these propositions be admitted in reference to medical colleges, 
we are at a loss to conceive why the same should not also be conceded 
to dental coUeges^-and precisely upon the same grounds, and for the 
same reasons. Ever}' one freely acknowledges, as well as painfully feeb 
the force of the fact, that t!ip tooth are frequently liable to disease, decay, 
and loss; and ihnt tfie removal of this disease and decay, with tlie 
restoration of tliis loss involves, and has involved from time inimeniorial, 
a want — and a want ul' ecjual necessity in requiring suitable p!X)visions 
for the preservation of the health of the teeth, as lot tiie heaUh of any 
other portion of the body ; and to meet this almost universal want, we 
find that dentists have consequently sprung up in ever^ part of the 
world-^lbr the people will have this want auppled ; and if they cannot 
get good dentists, they. will take bad ones, rather than have none. 

Now the question comes back, and may be fairly aske<l, why is there 
not the same reason ibr believiog, and that confidently, that dental col- 
leges tmd tlieir infirmaries can, and do furnish the same facilities for theo- 
retical and practical instruction, and do take the same jiains in educatint^ 
the head and the hand of the dental student for all the duties of his 
profession, as that of any medical college in qualifying tlieir students for 
the practice of general medicine ? And if such a position be conceded, 
then the absolute necessity of their existence, grounded upon ilieir ana- 
logy to medical colleges, must also be conceded. Such concesnon, how- 
ever, is not only derived from analogy, but the people themselves hav« 
spoken oat upon this subject, and their representatives in the legblatuves 
of two States, viz., Maryland and Obk>, have declared that dental col- 
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leges are necessary : and in accordanc' with such declaration, have ron- 
sequenlly ^ranl«'d charters to the BaUiniurc College of Dental Surgery, 
and the Denial College of OhiO| giving tbein the usual powers ol' medi- 
cal colleges in general. 

Tbe necessity of dental colleges being established, the next position, 
of their furnishing superior fecilities over any private dental instnictioQ, 
most also be conceded ; and for the same reason that college medical in* 
itnictioD 18 superior to any private medical teaching. And although this 
k now beginning to be acanowledged by the great mass of intelligent 
dentists, jret they seem to be much slower in admitting that private den- 
ial instruction b simply a link, and only a preparatory step, to that more 
ihorongh tlyforetical and practical drilling which the dental college fur- 
nishes : A\\{\ whirti, as in t}i<^ private inedical teacher, instead of placing 
himself in liie attitude of an enemy to liie college, on the contrary , should 
rei^ard himself as its friend and co-worker — as they each are striving for 
lite same nuUle end, viz., the elevation of the science and the art of den- 
tistry, as well as the amelioration of the sufferings of their fellow beings. 
Now if this be tiue, that the erand aim of college dental instruction and 
pnvate dental instruction » the same, why then any more than In the 
medical should there be any difference or discord, where there is unity 
of purpose, and consequently, where we can see no gpod reason why 
there should not also be unity of feeling and co<»peration ? 

Having already trespassed mucti further than we intended, we shall 
close with the simple statement, that we have endeavored, throughout the 
wliole of ihosv. broken remarks, to present denfa! colleges in Uieir true 
altitude belore thr public and the deiital pr Dli^Hon, a?? instruments de- 
signed for tbe injury of neither, but for the benehi of both. 



m)TE8 TAKEN PROM HEARING MEDfCAL I.BCTUReS IN PHILADEI^ 

PHIA, IN Jtil&-1& 

BT JOSfiPH COVSTOCK, M.D., LEBANON, CONN. 
iCMMUialeitfld Ibr tha BeMon Madlcal aad Sai|ieal Joonal.] 

Da. Beiuamin Rush was dead previous to the writers attending lec- 
tures; but Dr. James Rush, his son, read his father's lectures (not in the 

University) to a small clas8| of which I was one. These were consi- 
dered by Dr. James Mease, and by Dr. Joseph Parrish, to whom the 
writer had letters of introdnrtion, as having received Dr. Rush's hist 
touches and illustrations, and as bein<: of L;rnnt value. Dr. Barton, im- 
nvpHiate successor to Dr. Benjamin liush in tbe chair of Theory and 
Fraclice, died whilst I was there, and never lectured after my arrival. 
Lectures in his dej)arlment were in consequence supplied by tlie other 
profe^rs. This will explain why some things in my notes, as for iu- 
HtDce, in Dr. Wistar's lectures, who was professor of Anatomy ; in Dr. 
Cbapmao's, who was then professor of Materia Medica, and in Dr. Phy- 
ack's, who was professor of Surgery, may not appear as strictly belonging 
to th^ departments. And so of others. 
Dr. Phtsick. 

On Apopkxy.'^^Vn Home punctured the dura maUr. It relieved 
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ihe palient at firsl, but he aflcrwaixis died of hernia Cerehfi. The pas- 
sage of the blood. Dr. Physick says, is just as free Unough the lungs 
during the state of expiration, as durbg inspiration. He attributes tius 
pbenomenoa to the vioient eflbrts of the animal to inspire, and thinks by 
the fafce of the abdominal muscles the blood vessels of the bead are ex- 
tended. Thus, after trephining, it is observed that during inspration, 
the dura mater is pressed upwards. It is necessary, he said» to distin- 
guish apoplexy from epilepsy, fainting, and intoxicatton. 

On ihe £ye,^Dr. F. prefers the operation of rxiracting the crysta- 
line lens to couching — it being less painful. He had a case in \\\uc\\ 
couching left a long-continued pain in the rv*- of a woman, which no- 
thing relieved. To preiiarc the cvi: i'nr llu* opctaiion. the pupil is to be 
dilated by the previous applicnlion of liin;t. of sti aiiion'mm, an hour or 
two beforehand. Tfie knif.- i> to bf- v*tv sbarp. It i^ to ho introduced 
from tlie superior j/art of the outer r i tiius, ubbt|ucly, towards the inner 
eantbus. A needle with a curved point is to be used to seize the crys- 
talline lens by its capsule, and thus to extract it. The lens is sometimes 
torn in pieces by the introduction of a needle, and left to be absorbed. 
This Saunders and Adams prefer to extracting or couching. Couching, 
which is pushing down the crystalline lens behind the vitreous humor, is 
perfonned by introducinj^ the needle through the coats of the eye. It is 
to be introduced a little on one »de of the cornea. In cases of extrac' 
tion, a very fine pair of forceps, a flnf '^roop. to scoop out any remains of 
opacity, a ?^prru!nm, and a v»m v sliu p knife arc the instruments. The 
upper eyelid, at the inner cambus. is to be pressed upwards a<_rainst the 
superciliary ridije ; the lower is to be supported by the surgeon himself. 
Great care is to be taken lliat too mucli pressure is not made on the ball 
of the ep'e, as that might dislodge, and occaiiioa to be pressed out the 
whole vitreous humor. To prevent the patient fiom rubbing the eye in 
sleep, and thus producing the like dblodgement, of which he once had a 
case, the patient's hands must be tied to the bedstead. If Ute iris is en* 
tangled upon the knife, pressure is to be made upon tbe cornea to dis- 

lodge it. 
Dr. Rush. 

On Rhenmafism and the Rheumatic State Feoer.— The absence 
of the heat ol liie body calb'H cold, is the exciting cause. It doe*^ nof 
niTi'rt the internal parts like gout. It does not impair the appetite, di- 
gest ion. nor functions of the brain. Tlie worst cases of rheumatism oc- 
cur tn summer. When it seizes the side it is called bastard plcut isy ; 
when ihe iicad, headache ; when the neck, it is called stiti-neck, and is 
then combined witli spasm. In hard drinkers, it has an eruption on the 
skin, and is then termed scorbutic rheumatisro. When it suppurates, it 
b called arthropuosis. Sometimes it is translated to the lungs and then 
produces consumption. A case was related in which it disabled a man 
m every joint, and displaced most of them. It so affected the ear as to 
cause deafness. He could not move his jaws, and sucked his sustenance 
througli a straw. It killed him finally, but his senses remained to the 
very last stage of life. J^reinonitory signs of rheumatism are lassitude, 
ehilb, &c. Tbe breakbone iever prevailed in that city in 1780» 



UiQiiized by Google 



i9 



Remedies for Rheitmattm. — 1. Bloodletting. This, we were told, is 
forbidden by Drs. Folliergill and Willnn. 9. Purges. 3. Anlinionial 
powder. 4. Seneka. 5. Oovt r's [owder, ten to twenty grains every 
night. 6. Blisters. He mentioiird that fanners cured tlieir horses of 
rfjeumaiism by lying them iwcive or fuuneen hours in a stream of coJd 
water. 

AmmaUm Bheumatism. — Dumb or depressed state, the pain tnui9- 
iored to prostcatkm. The pain, wlucb is a kss tlarnuiig symptom than 
mtntioa, being absent. It b biought back to the muscles by blood- 

tTo be coMliiMd.) 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOUKiNAL. 

BOSTON, ALGtiiT 20, \ 



Ikcny of Tc€th. — Civilization has been marked by tfie nppefirnnro of a 
premature destni tion of ihe leiili. No one organ, under ordinary cir- 
cumsiajices, should fail any sooner than another. All the senses, when 
sot abased, nre tolerably active to advanced old age, when they operate 
le^s perfectly, each of them being only maintained by the bannonioaa 
moTement of the others. At the expiration of three score and ten, some 
of the delicate interior structures, under the action of combined forces that 
Iw^lonfr to civilization, ordinarily tfive out. One heromes deaf, who has 
pfrhips been i?ul)jecled to thf* sho<'k of nn ex[>li»>i(m; another has dim; 
ymoii because he has habitually allowed injurious causes to operate, that 
m^bi have been avoided ; and so on in regard to the violation of many 
of the laws of onr nature. 

The northern parts of the United States are proverbial for the bad teeth 
of the inhabitants, and for a long winic ilie question has been n^ritated — 
what is the rnii>e of it ? Ev/ty an>wtT but thn right seems to liave boen 
given. Owi' of ilie Journal, ll»e name ol vvhich is not recollected, re- 
cently ujtiinated ihul our food does not contain phosphate of lime enough 
to meet the exigencies of the system. This idea strikes us as being cor- 
rect. In no country do so many people uniformly consume tine flour, for 
habitual food, as in the northern States. By throwing aside the bran, we 
aftna!lv deprive oiir>elve? of that portion of the crain which it may be 
supposed contains the material for k'-fpntn' the \vv\\\ in repair. A per- 
sbieace in iliis habit of using none but boked vviieal, for two generations, 
ii quite sufficient to lay the foundation of a constitutional or hereditary 
tendency to bad teeth. The western and southern inhabitntsare i>r* paring 
ibr the same misfortune in their posterity, since fine-bolted flour is be- 
coming the staple article of food with them. Bolting mills were put in 
operation in New England. Hero poor terth fir«t began to appear; and 

re they will alwav nboiiiid. should tliis cau<»' prove the true one, till a 
more simple preparation of bread has been adopted long enough to over- 
coroe the defect in the parent stock. 

Dentists are frank in warning their customers of the vires to which they 
tre slaves, but to tittle purpose ; and so wc go on, from family to family, 
loeodiog, stopping and plugging op carious breaks in the enamel, till ia 



Uigiiizea by LiOOgle 



64 Midu^il iUtliigetict* 

after n^es, the native iieJiUiius ofancifnt America will ransai k the tomhs 
for the gold in the leeth ut llie buried miliiuus, asi iliey are now pounding 
up the mufDiniea at the necropolia of Sakkara, to find rioga and jeweliy 
buried on the ancient Egyptians. 

Very much may be done for children, where a tendency to a premature 
dc'-Mv of the tooth is di^rovpralile, by strict attention to diet; simp!c fnod. 
never hot; and coar!^^ hrrnfi, ]>nrTirnl'irl v from unboiled (lour. Uur lood 
is too concentrated. It hiiuuld be coarser. Nature has infu!*ed into the 
material for supporting animal life, all the elements necessary for main- 
taioing the atability of the vital mechaniam. By bohinf? flour we have 
diaordeied her arrangement, and must expect to au^r the conaeqaences. 

National Medici CoMe^c^This is in the city of Washington, with a 
faculty of spven frcntlomen. Dr. Miller has been identified with the insti- 
tution Irom the bej^^inning — a worthy man, who will do all he can to pro- 
mote the interests of students. An infirmary, the clinical department of 
the College, ofiers strong inducements for those ambitious of having a 
practical knowledge of diseaaea. All the natural aciencea mav be atodied 
under very superior advantages at Washington. There ia toe Smithso- 
nian collection of books and objects — the library of Congress, accessible 
to all, besidea certain iacilitiea in other reapecta, of an important character. 



Dr. Frickardt'i VaUdieiory. — This is a senaible diacourse, in which the 
doctrine is inculcated that it is a delightful thing to be a physician, ^ 0! 
what a labor ? Oh ! what a glorious privilege and power! How snblime 
to heal the sick, the lame, the blind, the deaf; to still the aching brain, to 
soothe the throbbing heart!" True enough, but there is another side to 
the picture. There it a great diflerence between practiaing medicine in the 
place where qoackt are in the aacendant and one where science alone is 
the passport to distinction and patronage. The graduates of the Phila- 
delphia Collopfe, of which Dr. Fricliardi i-' a worthy professor, live in a 
happy period and in a happy place. We like the su^^irestitnis in liiis 
discourse, and particnlarly the dirfrtinns for beconiing useful and eminent. 
If we were to criticise the pamphlet closely, it is possible we might say 
that the author thinks better of the profession than the ivorld at large. 
The ranks are not all filled with Solomons, nor is every student to become 
a learned Baron Larrey. Medicine is a fine field for the exercise of hu- 
manity ; but those in our blessed country, who are best qualified to prac- 
tise it, are poorly appreciated, and too often precariously sustained. 



Boyhton Medical School. — This institution has been some years in suc- 
cessful operation in this city, and from the medical reputation of those 
on whom the course of dailv instrucliuii devolves, we can recommend it 
most cordially to those who are desirous of placing their sons and wards 
where they will be thoroughly taught. We have far greater confidence 
in organizations of ibis kind, than in some of the flimsy medical colleges 
which come up in a night — the laboratory of two thirds of those pests in 
society, quacks, of which the United Slates is disgracefully burdened. 
Kecilaiions, chemical manipulations, cVrc., under responsible men, who 
have a chnrarter to sustain, is the onlv m< thod of studying medicine 
SO as to understand it. Those who ur^bume ihu duties of medical 
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pnditioners have no apolofry for hmng ignorant of the profession, at 
this day, while ihe^e exceileot schoob are expressly maiotained for their 
adrantage. 



Ranking^s Medical Abstract. — No. 18, embracing a practical gleaning 
fraai all the Journals, of what fire eminent medical gentlemen in Englana 
cmisider worth preseriring in a methodical form, ranging from January 

to June, of the present year, is lyinqf upon the table. After what we have 
heretofore snid in regard to tho liir^h rliaracter of tht? half-yearly pnl>!i- 
caiion, it is unnecessary to do more ih:tn lo allude lo it now. Those who 
appreciate the first class of medical papers, sent forth to illustrate, as it 
were, the actual state of medical science at the period they were writteiit 
will understand the claims of the work. 



Clairvoyancy, — Spiritual knockingsi, we had supposed, had nearly su- 
perseded clainroyam operationa ; hut hy the signs in large letters in several 
parts of Boston, together with the Dumber of advertising seers who be- 
speak the patronage of fools throuffh the papers, it is obvious that the 
pretensions of im poster's are fttill nnblushingly common in New England ; 
and disgracoful as it is lo thf age and the inteHi2rence of the pi njile, 
chirvovani females, who look into the interior of their customers' bodies 
with shut eyes, declaring they i»ee disease, and then indicate the remedy, 
have employment and fat fees. Their gross impositions are indictable 
oftnces, as much as any direct act of cheating; but the people seem to 
love the pleasant ejKitement of being duped. 



fropotid Bem^djf for Sea^^iekneut — " At a late meeting of the French 
Academy of Science, a paper was read by M. Carrie, on sea-sickness, 
h the communication M. Currie has pointed out the cause of sea-sick* 

n^«s. He has shown that it depends upon the movement of the intesti- 
nal canal, which floats, as it were, \n the alidonien, h descends with 
erery movement of the vessel, and then ascending pushes up the :>loniach 
tod the diaphragm. His theory, well explained, was well received, and 
Msgendie and Keraudieu gave their assent to it. But his remedy was 
Ihougbt more ingenious than practicable. It was to breathe in with every 
downward movement of the vessel, and expire the air with its assent. 
What seemed more easy, and is known to be more efTcctniil. is the hori* 
lontal position in the ship, and a light bandage over the abdomen." 

Not a particle of reliance should be placed in the foregoing proposed 
Kmedy. In the first place, the theory advanced is an old one re-vamped ; 
aod may or may not be true. But the idea of preventing sea-sickness by 
medicines or mechanical contrivances, is absolutely ridiculous. We have 
li id experience enough at sea, and tried experiments to nn purpose what- 
ever Whoever goes upon the orean must expert to vufl^r to some ex- 
teut, in the way of natisf*a. A ft-w, only, out of itmusands, escape ; but 
the majority ot all who go down to the sea in ships," sutler from sick- 
Ben, and always will. A central position, where there is the least Ikmtion 
oC the vessel, ofiiers the only amelioration, and that is so trifling as not 
always to be recognned. VO^e would advise no one, therefore, to take any- 
thing with an expectation of wardinc: off sea-sickness. It is better that 
nature should manage her own afiiurs iu her own way. 
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Jourtub and Journalizing, — No one ought to cMipUio (bat <Imm m 

DO appropriate medium for expressing his peculiar views on medical msl* 
teis ID this land of opinions, in medicine, as well ns theology, people have 
a propensity for tinkering the current systems, till Journals of all dimen- 
sions and characters arc too numeroub for any ordinary jiair of eyes to 
read. Our pile of exchanges «»wel!s into mounds in the cunrj^e of a few 
months, the aiinuie contents of which we cannot be expected to be very 
frmiiiar with. While it is the legitimate provioce of medical periodiesb 
to record and announce the progress of science, it is equallv beneScial to 
tboae who take them, that they should herald ^neral intelligence which 
has a relationship to the pursuits of the physician. Bnt some of the me- 
dical periodical;* — or rather those that assume to be inediral — are mere 
vehicles for viiuperuiing ail who ditfer from their narrow platform, and the 
untiring ambition of those who conduct them is to overturn aud forever 
destroy the whole fabric which it has been the work of ages to rsise* 
These ere the reform Journals, the organs of reforming associations and 
milk-and-wmter colleges, raised into being through the prejudices of igno- 
rant legislators, hricked by fanitirs, and, still further in the shade, low, de- 
signing ignora«iiU!*es. No esaeniial changes will ever I'r etiectcd by these 
increasing swarms of hornet monthlies, and it is n piiy that such energy 
•honU be expended oa shadows. Occasionally an indmdual who Icoows 
better, whose ndveotages have given him the cenntenance of persons of 
high intellectual aoeomplishraents, deserts to these enemies of order, with 
a vain hope of risincf to a distinction wliich he had the sense to discover 
was not attainable among- those of more application, genius and honesty. 
Such are exce5;sivp|y vindictive, as traitors always are, and their pla .s in 
the rabid Journal.s for re-organizing the world, and especially the medical 
part of it, could they be realized, would invariably carry them, like libe- 
rated corks, to the top of the fluid. In one of these mushroom publica- 
tions, issued in New York, that has lived thus far to the third number— 
the title beinp', n« nsual, " Medical Reform for (he People and the Pro- 
fession,^^ is an article hy a Lydia J. Pierson, on American women, that is 
written with vigor, truth and beauty. The writer shows a familiarity with 
the ^reat principles of physiology ; and, above all, instead of flying into t 
passion because she cannot be a qaeen of the Amazon's, she shows that 
ahe is under the dominion of common sense, broad-cast charity, and virtu- 
ous aspirations. We have rarely lighted upon a |Miper of equal value, and 
therefore req^ret that the authoress should have sown where no one goes 
for a harvest. 

In closing these ob^iervalions, we confess our admiration of talent 
wherever found ; but prefer that it should, if possible, have al! the beoefiis 
arising from influences calculated to develope, elevate and purify it. 



6araf»jga Water. — Facilities are spoken of for delivering the water of a 
new spring, recently found in Saratoga, the evening of the day it is bottled* 
If any one has a special interest in the business, it is the phjraieian ; and 
yet it is presumed that no medical roan in the city has either seen or tasted 

It. Of course, till snmething" is known iri recfard to the new «prin^, they 
will prescribe the old Congress water, if inferior to th*^ other, as ihev 
would not be juslifieti in casliiic: oH' an oid friend upon ihe recommenda- 
tion of irrespomiibte persons, for a new one. When so much depends on 
ihe testimony of physiciaos, as the iotrodaction of a mineral water, which 
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tiie Qwoen are desirous of having extensively tried, it if; extm ordinary that 
ihejr Deither seek their kind offices, their opinioa or their pairoiiuge. 

6 our medical friendi are hurt at this pointed neglect, they most fe« 
member that this is the qoacking age ; and when thev aie apprently oTer^ 
koked, it is because brass now passes with the crowd insteau of gold. 



VnimrsUy of JbiMk—Leetaree jn the medical department will com* 
acDce at Keokuk, on the first Monday in November. A new hospital has 

been opened, to which students will have access, that must add very much 
to ihe value of a conrsp of medical and surgical In'^irurrion. Dr. Armor 
will cofiiiijue ins connection with the school, as iiereiofore. In February 
iasl, lea young geniiemen were graduated doctors of medicine, and aa 
knsrary diploma was conferred on Dr. N. G. Sales, of Iowa. 

The Medieo^htrniffical Journal, published at Keokuk, is a credit to the 
medical literature of the young State. Thero is a freshness about it, and 
a de^ce uf character that indicates the activity^ discretion and versatiliiy 
qI those who conduct it. 



American Medical Astociatwii. Prize Essays. — At the meeting of the 
AsiericaQ Medical Association held in Charleston, S. C, in May last, the 

undersigned were appointed a Commitlpe to receive and examine such 
voluntary coinmunicaiions on subjects connected with medical science, as 
individuals might see hi to make, and to award a prize to any number of 
dieiD not exceeding five, if they should be regarded as entitled to such a 
diitiaetion. 

To carry into effect the intentions of the Association, notice is hereby 
given, that all such communications must be sent post-paid, on or before 
the fir'?! day of April, 18.52, to Geo. Hayward, M.D., Boston, Mass. Each 
communication must be acconipanit d by a sealed pin kt !, containing the 
name of the author — which will not be ojpeued uuicsi* the accompanying 
eonunnnication be deemed worthy of a prize. The authors of the unsue^ 
cosfol papers may receive them on application to the Cotnmiitee, at any 
tine after the first of June, 16ff2 ; and the successful ones, it is understood, 
viU be printed in the Tiantactioos of the Association. 

Geo. Hayvu'd, Boston, 

J. B. S. J/iCKSOK, ** 

D. H. Storer, ** 
Jacob Biobi.ow, ** 
UsHBB Pabsobs, Proetdimctt ^ -f* 

BoiUm, Aug. 20. }851. 

Editors of Medical Journals throo|hout the United States, are respect- 
faHyiequesied to give the abore one insertion in their respective Journals. 



Fatd Muiaktt, — ^To thb Editob, ftc. Sir,^The instance of a fatal 

mistake, by an apothecary putting up morphine instead of gmntiis, men* 
liont'd in your Journal of July 30, with a number of previous cases, in- 
duces me to suggest a remedy, in ordrr tn prevent similar disasters. It is 
iiiis, dial every ounce of morphine should be ground up with ten grains of 
catechu. This would so change the color, without impairing the article, 
n to prevent any occurrence of a result so melancholy* Let our brethren 
of the faculty, enter into an undeistei^ding and agreement not to patronise 



UiQiiizea by Google 



68 



Medical hUBigm», 



any apothecary's shop in whii h thi*? inorlo i«? not adop!'»f1, and at once the 
chanq:e will tnkr pla^-f^. and fuiure hazard be done away. 

LeUnont Comi.^ August, Ibol. Joseph Comstock, M.D. 



Monstrosiiy. — Drs. J. Cohen and M. A. Durr, pliysician'? of Jacl^on- 
ville, Telfair Co., Geor;,na, have in llieir otfu-e a euri(«iis nuiurul iihcnninr- 
«on, in the shape of a neirro child, born upon the premises of David J. 
Williams, of thai town, which weighed twelve pounds, and had iwo well 
formed and separate beads and necks, two arms, and two spinal columns, 
three legs with feet attached, two in their nniural position and the other 
coming out on the buck of the region of the hips, with two hearts, partially 
joined together, two lungs, and other anomalies. 



Medical Miscellany. — Our friend, Mrs. Sarah J. Hale, the poetess, i? in 
favor of female physicians. The nrnhitious «ox will ;*onn meddle wiih 
surgery* — Down at JUocKpnri th. y l"'L;in to write technical epitaphs thus — 

*• The liulo bero who \\e9 hero, 
Wtt coaqMied bj ihe diwiliaBa.'' 

—The oldest person in Vermont is a colored man, residing: at Pomfret, 
who was born in Mariiniro. — Accounts of the fatality of cholera are aboat 
as frequent as evrr, th^* world over. — Dr. Motl, of Now York, has Hefn 
appointed to a -^hair in tlio medical college at Wn?;liioL'^ton. — That old re- 
medy, the inhalation ol oxygen gas, is re-proposed as* a remedy for coo* 
sumption. — By inhaling chlomrornii the poison of strychnine may be a^ 
Tested. — A deaf and dumb medical student has made application to the 
medical college of Ohio, to ascertain on what terms he could receiTe a 
dejjree. — The cod-liver oil consumers propone an indig^nalion meetini::. to 
demand a l>etter laslinp;^ r^mpdy. — A new principle in the construction of 
an artificial \c^, is proposed by Mr. W. C. Stone, of Boston. — Hooping 
cough begins to aurjoy the youtjg children in this region. — A woman i« 
liring at the South who is 130 years old, and reads without glasses." 
Measles and bowel complaints begin to alarm the people of the country at 
the North, by their general prevalence. — Smallpox has broken out at Phil* 
lips, and also in the vicinitv of Farrninirtnn, Mo. — A di«;f»ase known as the 
black tooth, has proved vorv fatal to swine at St. Johns. N. B. — The ve- 
nerable Sir George Smith Gibbes, M.D.. diod on the 23d .Tune last, at 
Sidmouth. Devon, England, aged 80. The deceased was a Fellovf of the 
Royal College of Physicians, and for many years physician extraordinary 
to Queen Charlotte, during whose reign he was knighted. 



To CuRRR9ronn»iiT8.— Onmimiraiinm baw been received from Pr. S. J. W. Tubor: fro« 
Dr. E. K. Saiiboni j frooi Dr. C. B. OdnntiM ; and fion Dr. J. X. C. Dr. G. E. Hanij wdl M 
an answer lo hb query in the present Jounial. 



DiXD^At Meolvflle, Com., Dr. CplwaiBi Fdlowa, BmpmM aad atteaoied. 



Ufatfn in Dnsinu—iot (hr wedteiidin|( Saturday iKKNi, Aiiff. l<}th. Kl,— Mnlet, 51— f»?m«te*. ^• 
Arridental, I — asthma. 1— HiwaM? of U)wHs, 18 — inflammation of l)owcl», 3— disease of br»ia, 3 
•— tfonpeslion of brain, 1— roiwimption, 8— roiivuUions, b — rholcra infanlum, 3— rholem morta*, 
J — canker. 2--fro»ip, i— dysentery, diarrliiya, I— <lrop«y, 3— dropsy of the brain, 3— t^T*** 
ferer. l—4vpboid fever, t— ecarkt lever, 2->luag fever, S^raio fever," 1— iioopinf eoogh, 1— 
diMRieef Ihe heart, l-^nfluilile, It^nflammalion oftunct, l—dbeaw of liver, 1— inaraMnw.*-- 
mrnvfns, i_«iff are, I— fwlty, !&-|iteiiiwjr, 1— pttatperal, % >a ld de, l-^roailB, 1— fuaiig"** 



UoH, I — leethiiig.S. 

Under 5 year*, 50— t>clween5 and 20 years. 8— Uotw.-cti 20 and iO x-ears, Ifi— between 4P 
•ad 60 veart. 8— over fiO vear^. t>. Ameriran*. 38 ; foreigoeft and duldfeii of foreifnw»i 
Tie aoofe ibekKlet 6 deaths at tbe City Imiijutioiu. 
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DISLOCATION Of CERVICAL VERTEBRi£— RUPTURE OP SMALL 

INTESTINE. 

«V K. K. SANBOBN, M.T>., LOWELL, MASS. 
(Commuuirated for the BcwCoo Medical anJ Biirgical Journal.] 

I* the month of June last, a voutt; man by the name of Verner, aged 
20, employed in the Middlesex Mills, of tlils city, had his handkerchief 
accidf^ntallv fnuoht by the mnrhinr- at whirli he was at work, and while 
stoopin<4, m l inakini; a violent efibrt to fxiriratn it. received a severe 
hbvv on the back of the nock from some j)ortinn of the machine rf»voIv- 
ins al>ovc liirn. He was insiantly prostrated, and conveyed in a iiolp- 
less tondiiiuti to his home. Externally, there was no evidence of injury 
save a slight swelling and discoloration at about the last cervical verte- 
bn. He moved bb bead freely, was perfectly conscious ; but below the 
KNDt of injury, the loss of sensation and power of motion was complete. 
Until bis deatb, which took place on tbe eighth day, there was not 
nucb variation from this condition, and be presented tbe curious, but 
sad spectacle, of a living, moving and conscious bead on an inanimate 
hody. 

Awiapftf, — At the request of Dr. Allen, whose patient the young man 
was, I made an examination a few hours after death. On pxpostn*^ the 
vertebrae from the ocriput downwards, a separation, to a slight extent, 
was evid**nt between the 5th and Cnh cervical vertebric. A more minnte 
examination showed a complete dislocation of the left orticular processes 
— that of the 5th being thrown forward, and in a manner hooked under 
that of the 6th. The dislocation of the right articular processes was 
but partial. There was no fracture of any part of either bone. Tbe 
ipinous pioceeses and aicbes of tbe cervicat vertebra were then re* 
oiofed* The membranes of tbe eotd were extensively ecchymosed in 
Ibe neighboriiood of the injury, and distended witb fluid. A puncture 
|ave issue to a considerable quantity of purulent matter ; and in pursn* 
■g the dissection, the cord itself was found to he softened and disinte- 
grated through about one half its diameter, and for tbe space of an inch 
either side of the disarticulation. 

Delpech, Boyer and others, have denied the possibility of a simple 
diabcation of the vertebra ; and Sir Astley Cooger, with his immense 
4 
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ezpeiuiDce, never met with a case, and tbereibre was inclmed to doubt 
the possibility of the accident. SeFeral weH-euthenticated cases, how- 
ever, have estabiisbed the fact, that sinipli> dislocation of the cenieai 
vertebrae may occur, though as yet I believe there is no instance given 
of dislocation of the dorsal or lumbar vertebrx, without fracture* J give 
b( low all the cases reported, of this kind of accident, tbtt I have been 
able to tied. 

James Haiford, 43 — 5th and 6th oenr. ver. disloc.—dled same day. 
John Taylor, 63 « « *• *' " 32 h. after. 

Geo. Weldon, 37 « " « " 3d. " 

C. B., 22 4th 5ih " " 

Patrick Russell, 5th 6lb " " " 3 d. 

Veraer,20 " ** « " "8 d. " 

The 6rsl two cases are from the St. Bartholomew's Hospital reports. 
The third is reported by Mr. Stanley, Royal Hospital, Haslan. The 
fifth is by Lente — New York Hospital. It will be noticed that of six 
cases, ^se are didocations of the 51 h and 6th vertebrs. This coinci- 
dence is not mcrelv accidcntnl, but pml)al)lv irsnlts frf)ni the anatomical 
relations of these two bones. Tlie vrrtica) dininrier of the 5lh cervical 
vertel)ra is iioarly the sarn« in every part of llie bone; and the plane 
of ils articular smTacos hem^ more nearly horizontal, than that of the 
otlier cej v ital venebiie, it (llie 5tli) ran be displaced with Ic^ss disturb^ 
ance of the adjacent bones, llian can any other of the vertebrae. 

Tbb case well illustrates the uselessness of attempting to raise the 
depressed bone, if there be any in cases of this kind, the coid being pro- 
bably irreparsbly injured at the time of eccident. 

Tlte operation of trephining the vertebne has been performed eight or 
ten times by Cline, Tyrrell and others, but the invariably fatal result 
that has attended these cases, and the dt/ficulties of the operation, have 
lately thrown it into disuse. Tlie profession, however, will be sur- 
prised and gratified to learn by what a simple process these dilliruliit-^s 
are overrome hv n artiiioner of tl)is city. His mefhod is to raise the 
depressni !ione, in fractures of the vertebrae and of iliesku!!, by means 
of a cupjjfnrr.^Jass. The idea may seem pre|)osleroLis to somo. and in 
fact within two weeks 1 lost connection with a case of fracture of dor- 
sal vertebrae, with paralysis, by taking this view of the matter, and de- 
clining to introduce the novel operation when it was suggested by him 
in consultation three days after the accident. Since my dischai^ge 
(which of course was coincident with the family becoming acquainted 
with the benefits which would accrue from the proposed operation), the 
cups have been daily applied, and 1 am assured that the depressed bone 
has been restored to near/y its proper situation, and is makbg progress 
daihj. Unfortunately the paraly^i- continues. In this case, as the cur- 
vature of thp Fj>ine, resulting from the fracture, was directed forward^ it 
is to be presimied that the cord was subjected to an anterior ))ressure 
(if an} ) from tlic bodies of the veriebitT. So that to relieve the prt^ure 
the cups would necessarily be applied to the abdominal vails opposite 
tiiO point of injury. 1 do not know that the interposition ol ihe abdomi- 
nal cavity and viscera would materially affect the power of die instru- 
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mait over the bone in Uiis caso nm\ it c< rtainly does not diminish 
Mttmishment at the efficacy of this kind of elevator. 

RoPTURE or S>f\i.r^ Intestinf from \ Blow. El\ 

a«tron:: healthy man, employed in iho yard of ilie Massachusetts ( 
ton Mills, v\ hen \vheeHn«j cotton from the store-house lo xhv mills in 
month of Juiir last, and while receivini^ a bale inin n haiul-rnrt, it 
rather unexpectedly into the cart, causing the crass-hai or handle to sii 
hm across the abdomen, and jam him with some violence against the v 
of a building behind. He, however, tnade no complaint at the tii 
lod wheeled the cart across the yard. Very be was seized « 
ouniciatioi^ pain in the abdomen » and was conveyed to his boardii 
bouse. All the symptoms of peritonitis soon supervened, and in forty-^ 
bouis after the accident, the man died. At the request of Dr. Jewe 
the attending physician, I made an examination soon after death. 

Autopsy. — The abdomen was much distended with fluid, but presei 
ed no frisrolorntioii ofi^kin or other external evidence of injury. On h » 
inig open the abdominal cavit v, evidences of the most intense periton< 
inflammation were everywhere apparent. The intestines were stuck t 
::*'tlier by a p.i-^ly etlusion of false membrane, and the cavity was fill ' 
wiili eliused Huid uiin'^led witli Itcal matter. In one of the siiperfic 
convolutions of the small intestine, lay the open extremities produced I 
the rupture — the wound extending through the entire calibre of the tuU 
and about an inch into the mesentery. There was no appearance « ' 
eechymosis in the neighborhood of the wound, the edges of which we: 
ss smooth as though cut with a knife. About a foot below the woun-: 
the intestine was firmly attached to a process of peritoneum, w hic 
proved an old irreducible hernia, and was thus somewhat confined i ' 
this |x>int. This may have had some influenr.^ in producing the rup- 
ture, though it is difficult to conceive how, as ibe direction of the btov 
was downward* 



DYSENTKUY OV TMK NOItTFf 

To th^ Editor of the Boston Medical and SurgiaU Journal* 

Dkib Sir,—- I am induced to offer the following remarks on tlie dysen- 
tery of our climate and its treatment, not because I consider mysell 
competent to instruct the read< rs of your invaluable Journal, but as the 
deductk>ns of my experience in the treatment of this malady, and in the 

hope that abler pens may be induced to enter this field for the benefit 
of their brethren both in and out of the profession. I shall be iiappy 
if in your jiui<;ment they merit a place in your pages, and coottjUl if 
you consign tJiem to oblivion. 

Dysentery^ I remark, whether epidemic or sjioradic, is essentially an 
mflauimatory disease, though an iiillauiiiiutlon of a peculiar kind — a 
muco-enteritis. BUtding ijs, 1 believe, at the present day, acknowledgo<i 
by most critical observers, to exercise but little beneficial iofluence over 
inflamed mucous surfaces* The reason usually assigned for bleeding in 
inllainniatjon of the mucous membrane of the air*passages, viz., to pre- 
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vent effusion of lymph and the fbnnation of fals*^ memhranes, cannot be 
applied in dv<. nt« ry, a;5 thi tc i*; Utile liability to su( !i a teraiiiiatlon. 
The rapidly cxlKtu-iinjj naiuie uf thi*? fllsease, and the symptoms of pros- 
tralion and debila\ ari<^n pn*<^'i)t. cuiitra-indicale the use of the lancet. 
If, iht-ii, erpertt iii * not pi-iily ;i rc;k>i t to this rt^medy — and I think 

it does not, to any Uic U-a^i — it should be reslnctcd to ca^cs of unuaualiy 
high action, and those in which oiher structures are eariy involved. 

Cathartict should be administered with ctutioD, and only when a ne- 
cessity exists for evacuating ofTending matters fioin the prima vub» No 
one of common sense would attempt to cure acute gastritis with mustard 
emetics; and yet the retention of indurated faeces in the intestines may 
compel a resort to cathartics, as an acrid poison in an inflamed stomach 
compels us to employ violent emetics. Jf, bowerer, free isecal evacua- 
tions have taken place, no necessity or excuse can exist for the tise of 
medicines ot' this clu--. Their admiuistratkm would be as ridiculous as 
capsiruni or nuislard eii'-nia. 

Kmrtlcs^ at the iiead of which 1 would place ipecac, are uuen use- 
ful, by causing tlie secretion of acrid bile, by prnniotino: action in the 
liver, and from their (luipiiortlic and coutra-stiiuulaui etfects. 

Mercurials are often useful in hepatic derangement, indicated by want 
of bile in the stools* tenderness or pain in the right hypochondrium, &c* 

,iljiod^iict and atirinpnU are Indispensable m the treatment of dys- 
entery ; die foimer to allay pain> be, the latter to stop inontiaate secre- 
tion. A combination of morphia and tannm I have found most sAtis- 
fiu^iory : — ^R., S. nioi ph., grs, itss. ; tannb, Bj. ; ipecac, grs. x. ; saodi. 
alb., 3SS. M. F. chart, no. x. One to be given to tddls evefj boor 
till the pain and evacuations cease ; then one every three, four or six 
hours, for thirtv-six or fortv-eight hour; : when I hnve usimllv found it 
exi)edient to move the ho\\el> by ailiiiiiii^tenn<T laxatives, as rhei and 
sup. carb. soda, ol. ric, or emoUieni enema, alter which it may or uiay 
not be necessary to return to tlie powders. 

Mucilaginous and anodyne enema ; as elm tree, or thin starch water 
two to tour ounces, containing irom grain ss. to gr. j. sulph. morph., I 
find very usefol in allaying tormina, lie. 

The daily use of hot fcmeniaHoiu and gmapism on the tbdomen 
diould not be omitted till all pain and tenderness are gone ; and 1 have 
found them the most efficacious means of removing that painful aflEac- 
tion nf the bkdder, with retention or suppressioD of laiiney which at- 
tends violent cases of this disease. 

The diet must be of the most unirritating and blandest kind, and in 
very small quantity, and increased with the greatest caution diTnn<: con- 
valescence. C« B. Galentins. 

Ruth, N. Y.,Aug. 1651. 



MEDICAL TRAVELS IN EUROPE. 

To tke Editor of the Bottom MeditnU amd Surgical JowfuH, 

Dbak Sib, — Since our mterview m London, I have, almost each day, 
ioleoded to respond lo your kind request ; but being homed boat phu^ 
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10 plu6, bare bad no time to diape an article, conseqaently I send yoa 
some crude material^ which you will please treat according to circum- 

stancos. 

Tiip American physician who arrives in London for the pui pose of 
obstTviut; wliat pertains to ]irotessiou may be abontlanlly gratified, 
and he may be greatly disap|)onUed. 1 will endeavor to lell him how 
he may be gratified. Fir^t selert one of the hospit;ils, to \s hich he will 
do well to con line his visits fur a limited period. This he should 
do, expecting to occupy no other place than that of a student, as the 
lisfters have no time to bestow, beyond what is necessary. Don*t think 
sf goin<r to Paris. This begets an unaccountably frigid attitude. Lon- 
doQ wishes to be considered (as it really is in most respects) the capital 
of the world. 

The hospitals of London are well calculated to answer the end for 
wbi( h tliey were created, viz., to afford a temporary home with medical 
and other attendants for the sick poor, and to get a great nam for the 
favored ones who have char-M- of tli^m. 

One cannot well refer to any point in whii li the management of one 
is 5up.}rior to thai of another, so far as liie comfort* of inmate^s is 
concerned. St. Bartholomew's is undoubtedly the most extensive, and 
can claim the greatest antiquity. It has a reputation given to it by Per- 
ciral Pott and Sir Asiley Cooper. A painting, a scripture piece by Ho- 
garth, adorns one of its halls. Its museum is rich in morbid specimens, 
ettendin^ through a ^reat range of structure and organs. This collec- 
tion receives the assiduous care of one person. The Hospital is now 
iUended by Wm. Lawrence and Mr. Stanley. 

Giqr'i is perhaps next on the list for si/e and endowment. The prin- 
cipal attraction in the museum of this house is its collection in wax, of 
healthy and morbid anatomical structures. This collection is the result 
of the labor of years by Mr. Towne. who has npartfnrnts in the Hos- 
pital, and has worked exclusively for the accumulation of this collec- 
lion over fifteen yeai-s. He informed me that he had an order from two 
of the medical colleges of the United Slates, one of which he will com- 
plete within this year. Brnnsby Cooper is a visitor here ; also Mr. 
Hilkon, a gentleman but little known to fame, who (1 predict) cannot 
thus long remain, if a fair position in the field k ^u en him. Nearly all 
tiMse institutions are amply provided with contiguous grounds in which 
patients may breathe pure air, although in the heait of London. St. 
George^s b opposite Greene Pailc, in which its patients are privileged to 
nain, when sufficiently recovered to do so. 

JhMm, — How can one sojourn in this beantifu) isle without feel- 
invs of sadness at the desolation that reigns around ? I think it was 
jn«tly remarked by a son of the Emerald Isle, that England would not 
permit Ireland to be what nature had ititonded it. Wh will have a fair 
opjKkrtunity to judge when the question comes up of allowing aid to a mail 
service from America to the western coast of Ireland. It is one to which 
liie liitt'lligenl Irishman refers with alternate hopes and fears. 

Ireland, with all its impediments, is not without respectable literary, 
icieotific and benevolent institutioDS. Trinity College justly (I suppose) 
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rank^ hiL^h anioni:,' the iir^tltiitions of Enropf*. Its huildincjs are tastefully 
an'an;^tnl, ami in coniiecuon witli the Bank of Irelaud, which is con- 
tiguous, form a most attractive point in Dublin. 

The hospitals of Dublin are small, but ijooti, and from the rlestitution 
of tlie country most amply patronized. l\'ihaps in no city in the world 
IS the lying-in department more perfectly arranged , and the necessity 
for such instiiutkms cannot be a))preciated without a visit to the locality, 
and observing the peculiar wants of Ireland. The destitution is such, 
that 1 am assured very many would suffer greatly for care and food 
during a brief interruption of tiieir usual employment and wages. The 
Rotunda was foimded during the last century, and lias for a long series 
of years accommodated between two and three thousand annually. Pa- 
tients are received onlv when in labor, and discharfjed in ei^ht days ; or 
at the end of that period, if unable to leave, ihey are transfeiTed to a 
ward assi«,'ned (or dmt class of patients. Very few are retained beyond 
that period. 

The wards are cleared in the morning aiul prepared for anoiher set 
of patients. So numerous are the applicants tliat a bed is seldom un- 
occupied for a day. While 1 was there, seventeen wera delivered in the 
bouse in 24 hours. Pupils are received by the master, tbe com pen- 
satioo for which is the only emolument of the place. They alternately 
have charge of a ward under one of tlie assistants. A good ooUectioo 
of preparations and models is in the museum, and lectures are given 
by the master or one of his assistants four times a week. Tuition is about 
one iiunUred dollars for f^ix months, inclndinn a furnished room in the 
house. Pupils who reside outside pay i)ut half that sum. Meath is 
tlie largest general hospital in Dublin, w here Sir Philip Crampton may 
be seen passing the wards at 1 1 o'clock, A. M., at this time. Tlie Col- 
lege of Surgeons has a most ample collection — among which that 
in comparative anatomy is quite extensive. These collections are 
sent over mostly from the Continent — a fact which they (unlike 
some others) do not attempt to conceal. 

Edinfjitrgh. — Our transit from Dublin to this place was by way of 
Greenock, Glasgow, Loch Lomond and Katrine. Pen or pencil 
is not equal to the task of faithfully delineating this Scotch scen^y* 
From Ballork, which is the starling point of the steamei"s up Loch Lo- 
mond, there is no point where more than two or three niiles of the 
water's surface can l)e seen, so abrupt are the hills and Irequent the 
islands. Ben Ijomond is on the rifiht, and is seen towering above the 
surrouiuiiiig mountains from any point on the lake, with cascades cours- 
ing down its sides. Along this lake are some mementoes of Uob Roy 
McGregor. His tuck projects into the lake from the foot of Ben Lo- 
mond. A litde further on, his cave is pointed out. There is nothing 
to mark the spot but a stone of sugar-Ioat form, with a small oblique ^ 
sure under it, which is tbe mouth of the cave. It is too small to attract 
the notkse of the passing traveller, and yet large enough to contain forty . 
persons. 

Our little boat anived at Invcrsnaid, the extremity of the lake, at 8 
A!dock, when we walked to the inn, whicii so much resembled some 
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that are lound in New England, that I there lived over in one night 
me of the years spent in my mountain home. On either aide, the 
nMT of cascades coming down from the lochs on the mountain top» tend 
to loll to sweet repose. The next morning we re-embarked on our little 
steamer, to retrace our way to Arversnaid, the crossing place from Liocb 
LofDond to Loch Katrine, llie fare between the lakes is 2s. sterling, 
one of which is received by her Majesty's officer, as a tax on that humble 
employment. 

Passing towards this city, we called a few hours at Callender, to see 
the Falls of Brackliii. Also at Stirlinij, from tii<^ walls of which casile 
are seen the battle-field of Hatmorkljiiin. Wn). Wallace's rock, and the 
locality of the bridge from wiiicli ho by a siiaiagem precipitated a large 
number of the Elnglish array. We here had an opportunity of seeing 
a raiment of Highland soldiers, in appropriate costume, paradtog the 
cutle grounds. 

This proves an unfavorable season for a visit to Eklinbui^, as it is « 
complete vacation in the University. During most of the year some 
members of the faculty give private lectures on such subjects as are not 
coibraced in the regular course, connected with their pecidiar depart- 
ment. I was pjratified with making the ncqtiaintance of Prof. Simpson, 
an incident whicli aflbrded nie great pleasure. The Prof, enjoys the 
nio>t desirable rej)utalioii, heinq; greatly respected hy ail classes. His 
house is the resort of a lar<;e number of patients in his particular depart- 
ment, as well as many junior uHMnhers of the profession, to whom he de- 
votes much attention. Prol. S. .iifords an instance of success atrndst ad- 
vene circumstances, by dint of patient perseverance and industry, and 
vitbal is not ashamed of his humble origin. An incident is related of 
las being in attendance upon a lady in one of the opulent families m 
Edinburgh, when she remarked that she thought she recognized having 
sees him before, and asked him if it might be so. He replied, you 
bive, madam ; I used to deliver bread at your father's house some years 
nee. C. B. Chafman. 

mnburgh, Juhf, 1851. 



CANC£R OF THE BTOUACH— HYDRURIA. 
tCaamwiwim Car llM Imim ll«dlad tod Snfleat J«vimI.| 

I TBAi»CBiBB for the Journal » Mr. E^litor, another small paper from my 
B0te4x)ok. And I wish here to remark to my professional brethren, 
thit I believe the importance of keeping a faithful record of the in- 
teresting cases daily occurring in our practice, is not sufficiently appro* 
ciated or observed. Our medical works contain a continually increasing 
and valuable amount of the general principle$ of disease, Its pathology 
and treatment, vvitii many ingenious theories ; but we must look to the 
l>«1-si(le. and upon post-mortem examinattons with our own eyes, for tho 
proof and for iUiisfrnfion^. Can ihei r be anything more rational, or a 
more vnhialilc acquisilion to out libr;u ir -, than placing one heside the other? 
Tiiti luiiuwmg cases may be somewiiui imperfectly recorded, from be- 
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kig entered amidst the huny of proiessional businesB, but they will be 
found very convenient ibr reference in comparing and finding a parallel 

for new cases ; and in doing it, like the old soldier, we fight our bal* 
ties o'er again/' with much profit and sometunes amuseroenL Then, 
again, when our otm case is recorded, perhaps posterity may prize the 
legacy we leave them — they will have the record of the labor, if not 
the reward. The case of the late Dr. Twitchell, of Keene, N. H., af- 
fnrfls a l'^>o(1 exninple ; and tlie lonn; " fih'S that I saw in the office 
of the venerable Dr. North, of Saraiofra, the other day, will forever be 
to him and his friends an argument in favor of my position. 

Case I. Cancer of the Siomnrh. — Mr. T. Cole, died September, 
1850, rpt 70. Mr. C. had for the last sixteen years l)een troubled 
with wiiat his physic ian termed dyspepsia ; but kept ai)out bis ur^ual 
avocation (a farmer) till one year previous to liis death. At ibis time 
ibe lolluwing train of symptoms commenced. Lm.iciation, pain and 
tenderness at the epigastrium, particularly upon ihe left side ; indigestion ; 
pain upon swallowrog anything cold or hot ; variable appetite, sometimes 
voracious, seeking ripe fruits, &c. ; turns of fatntness, and severe panis- 
ysms of " distress," particularly after eating any indigestible substance ; 
would roll upon the bed or floor at such times in die greatest agony. 
Said he could feel a body drop " or move in bb stomach, when he 
turned from left to right side; but nothing could be felt externally. 
He had at first vomitings of a glairy fluid with undigested food, hut for 
the last few weeks they were almost incredibly large, and liad a gelati- 
nous consistence, with a dark color like co&e grounds. Skin assumed 
a yellowish-white appearance, the countenance deeldedly caciiectic ; 
could digest no food. Died from exhaustion, pain and irritation. The 
treatment wa??, of course, simply palliative. 

Autopsy^ 10 hours after death. — Examined stoniarli and adjaefnt 
parts simply. Found extensive adiiesions of pt'riloiieal coat. l)rinLiug 
together in one mass a fold of fluodenu!ii, portion of < i Ion, splet^n. isic. 
Carefully dissected out a ptniiuii of duodenum and took it out with tho 
stomach. Its indurated and thickened condition was riearly perceptible 
upon the first touch — found a lar^e ulcer, includinfj: the pyloric oritlce, 
extending into the duodenum, and occupying at least one fifth of the 
mucous surface of the stomach. The surface of the ulcer was ragged, 
with elevated and everted edges, with fungoid excrescences, and had 
evidently the open mouths of bloodvesseb upon it. To the feel, the 
ulcer and the parts around it had the appearance of fibro-cartilage. 
The remainder of the mucous surface of the stomach seemed to be cov- 
ered with a brown mucus. No cause could be assigned for the disease. 

Cask II, Hydmria (Willis). — ^The subject of this disease is Master 
H. Person, let. 1 1 years. His mother says he has not been healthy 
from infancy — was subject to " sick turns " often, till 6 years old, when 
this difficulty began — had a general anasarca at one time and the " jaoD- 
dice " at another. At the decline of the latter, he began to drink an un- 
common quantity of wntt r. From that time to the present, six yeai*s, 
he has not increased imu h in stature or weight, but has been " })retty 
well." Cannot endure much iatigue; appetite variable j skin usually 



Digrtized by Google 



A iVew Frinciple in Artijiciai Limbs, 77 

iry* "seldom sweats.'* He attends school, provided always that a 
bucket of water accompanies him ! I iiave tried tu ascertain accurately 
the amount of water he consumes daily ; and think it is not less thaij 
forty-eight pounds, on aii average ; sometimes less, someluiies more ! 
The quantiiy of urine is proportionally large, little altered from its 
cqgbu ftato. ** Willis oo Uiinuj Diseases reports a similtr cose as 
(Nonnig at the Hotel Dieu at Paris, in a man of 45, commencing at the 
sme age. 

b the latter case a proper one for medical interference ? 
Wet^^ Euex Ca.y N. Y., Aug. 20, 1861. U. D. Rarmet. 



A l^EW PRINCIPLE IN A&TlFiCiAL LIMBS. 
To fAe Eiitw •f the BoUon MMeal and SnrgktU JattnuU* 

Deab Sib, — I wish, through your valuable Journal, to ask the atten- 
tioo of readers and all others interested, to an improvement I have re- 
centiy made and patented, in arti6cial legs* 

Fust, I wish to say, that many years smce, I lost one of m^ limbs, 
and as soon as the case would admit, I procured as good a substitute as 
was then made. I tried to walk with it, but as it was wanting (like dl 
othcis) in the muscle principle, it would frequently give me an oppor- 
nmity of picking myself up. The knee-joint would Ry out at every litde 
misfaap ; and therefore I laid it aside, as many are ohliij^ed to do for the 
same reason. From that time (twenty-five years) 1 have not seen a leg 
iht would not do the same trick. It will be well to pause here, to 
notic my improvement, the great value of w hich, I think, none will 
fall to percpive and admire. Having fixed in my own mind the ne- 
cessity for this invention, I determined to bring about the desired oljject, 
and have succeeded to my own satisfaction. I am now demonstrating 
this principle by wearing a leg that 1 manufuclured. and feel that as- 
surance, when I step ii|)()n it, thai one feels in the natural limh. This 
is brought about by a noiseless spring upon the hutlom of llie foot. By 
stepping, the weight of the body transmits an action through the ankle 
toihe knee-joint, which b fastened and remains so until the superin- 
cumbent weieht is taken off or the step is taken, when it is instantly 
disengaged and swings like the natural leg. Thus all fear of an out-slip 
is removed. This improvement must be seen, to be clearly understood 

diose unibrtunates to whom this information is submitted. 

Respectfully yours, &c* W« C. Stone. 

129 Wathington st^ Boiton^ Aug. 18, 1851. 



REDtJCTlON OF THE FFMriR WtlKN DISLOCATED ON THE 

DUK.SUxVI ILll. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Siif^The leading asticle in No. II. of this volume of your Journal, 
ttlhougb ushered in by so many claims to originality as a new method 
of practice in dislocations of the femur on the dorsum ilii, that is, a re- 
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placement without mechanicah powers, will fall upon a large class of 
your New England readers as a very old and Miliar plan. It seew 
to be nothing more than a revival of one of those manv improvemeoii 
in surgical practice, which were introduced by that well-known master 

of his art, Dr. Nathan Smith, and the demonstration of which will pro- 
bably be re-called by hundreds of his pupils at any of the medical col- 
leges with which he was connected. Although not in surgical practice 
myself, my recollection of Dr. Smith's theory of liis improvement and 
exhibition of it before bis class, was so vivid and clear, that 1 have hunted 
over the papers of a third of a century to find some Ms. noies of his 
lectures, taken in 1817, expecting that some bnef allusion to this ine- 
lliod, with the discovery of which the surgical Nestor was naturally 

iileased, might appear. I do not find that clear account of flexing the 
eg 00 the tliigl), the thigh on the pelvis, and carrying the knee in- 
ward over the sound limb, which rests in my memory, as the sketch is 
very bnef. But there is a case given which will probably show what 
his plan was. The patient was a man. " The head of the bone was 
felt under the glutei muscles. All the pulling we could do had no ef^ 
feet, nor will it in any case. I lifted the linih upwards and a Utile tn- 
wards, Jlexed the kvee, and it slipped in. I think I could reduce this 
bone [dislocation] with one hand, standing behind the patient, and put- 
ting my hand under iho ham, an assistant tlexin^;; tlie let?." 

Seven years subsrtjut ntly to this sketch, 1 attended Dr. S.*8 SHr^Mcal 
lectures, and lecollect his account of repeated success by this siuiple 
manipulation. 

i am rather surprised that a professor of surgery at Woodstock, in the 
very midst of what was once tne veteran's field of surgical glory, should 
never have heard of what probably few of Ph>f. Smith's pupils have 
forgotten, and of what there must be now extant many a student's note* 
Probably Dr. Smith's works, edited by bis son, may contain more of this 
one of his vast many original ideas in surgery. Suuii Cui^ui* 



WilAT SHALL B£ DONE WITH TiiC CRYbTAL PALACE? 

[As all the world are more or less interested in whatever concerns the 
magnificent structure in whbh the great exhibition has been held in Lon- 
don, we copy the following remarks upon it from the Lancet of July Id.] 

What shall be done with the Crystal Palace? is a question now ask* 
ed in every quarter, and by ail ranks of society. The reply, that DO 
Goth, Vandatic tx sacrilegious bands, will ever be permitted to pull 
down so fairy-like and beautiful a strurtnr(», is ahiiost unanimous. Such 
bein'i {\w state of public leelinfj, it appears wholiy superfluous to adduce 
any arguments on the subject ; the only point now remaining at issue 
being how to appropriate tlie building most advantageously ? 'i'liis we 

J propose discussin'4 on the present occasion ; and as any inquiry of that 
Liud involves imjvortant hygienic principles, interesting to the entire 
community, their mvestigation consequently comes within the legitimate 
province of a medical journal. 
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C on i(ferini]j llie variable cliaractor of our climate, esprciany clnrin^ win- 
u-r diiii sprin^i, ami the advanta^^es oi |K)Ssessinv a localiiy of suf]iri«-Mi ex- 
tent, where all may l>e able to breathe an atmosphere untamieti by .^moke, 
and of equable temperature, whatever may be the prevalent wcailier, 
besides having a phue m which the eye is graiibed by the sight of 
plaots and flowers at all seasons ; whilst the mind may be at the same 
tine impioved, by contemplating the products of nature, interesting 
waks or art^ and the great results of human mgenuity, the proposition 
of cottferting tiie palace of glass into a perpetual garden and museum, 
onnaining the productions of various climes, is decidedly the most feasi- 
ble ; and if carried out judiciously, would prove highly advantageous. 
To invalids, and especially to the rising generation, who will soon be- 
eome the artisans, professional men, and future legislators of England, 
an establishment of the kbd proposed would be truly invaluable, seeing 
tbat all might then take exercise and be instructed by surrounding ob- 
jects, without exposure to the vicissitudes of season, whilst protected 
from harm — so liable to happen in crowded metro|>olitan thoroughfares. 
In addition to these advnntaues, the eontetnpliition of nature in all its 
b*?auty, embellished by art and sripnce, w lilrh a profierly arranged gar- 
(iea or museum always produces njxjn tlie mmds of visiters, would like- 
wise have a beneficial influence upon the feelings and inielleetual facul- 
not only of those who came lor study or mental recreaiion, but 
Oil pel-sons attracted ihiilier for the sole purpose of physical enjoy- 
ment. BuL although it seems by no means desirable to cuiueii die 
proposed garden into a mere receptacle for invalids, or to make it like a 
hi|^ nursery for the juvenile population of Lx>ndon, no individual will 
deay, were it even used cinefly mr such purposes, tliat the plan would 
Mill constitute a great boon to every member of the Commonwealth. 
To the ibrmer class, such as dyspeptic, hypochondriac, and nervous 
penons of both sexes, who are often afmid to go out of doors, particu- 
larly in doubtful weather, lest they should catch cold or suffer injury to 
Knlth, a promenade of the kind pcopoaed would often prove highly 
anaiive ; whilst to young people an hour or two spent in bodily move- 
nient, when breathing pure air, and admiring surrounding objects, could 
not be otherwise than mvigorating to their physical frames and mental 
faculties. 

h is unnecessary to enter at (rreater lenf^th. either into the fieneral 
wnefiis such a wintr r (inrHcn would indiibitnbly produce, or luto the 
details which appem incessary to carry out iliat project. Nevertheless, 
ad?o(\iiinir the ]iriiirinle of makinijj the establishment self-supporting, 
ilie juice of adrrii^ irtri sliould lie so moilerate as to render it accessible 
to the million. \\ iiii perhaps one or two days for excliisives ; whereby its 
tisefulnf'ss would be much more extended, and the pleasure derived at 
the same lime ditfused to the widest possible range. Aiiolher sugges- 
tion of moment, wiiich lias been made by some parlies, deserves more 
dHioapssing notice, viz., the proposal of admitting equestrians within 
iii {vecmcts. To any proposition of that kind there are roost serious 
^fctions. Indeed, in our estimatk>n, the garden ought to be exclusively 
i^atncled to pedestrians, and those using wheeled chairs, who, being in- 
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▼alids, cannot otherwise enjojr locomotion. No aoimds vbntefer should 
be allowed to enter, since they contaminate the atmosphere, and would 
besides piove a great nuisance to the general company. To change 
the Glass Palace into an immense riding-w^hool, or make it ooljr another 
Rotten-row und< r cover, would be a great annoyance ; and to permit 
parties, whom a facetious aldennaa calls last women in wide-awakes/ 
to canter about, to be ogled at by ancient and juvenile beaux, whether 
cavaliers or on foot, is wholly inadmissible. Against such a proceeding 
we enter our protest, and hope it will never be entertained. Ecjuestriaus 
of degrees at |)resent possess ample s|)ace for manoeuvring in the 
Park-rides or Kensington -gardens, where ihey have already hc( une 
sufficiently rormidable to nurserv-maids and old ladies. To ilit st- liisinoii- 
oV»lt' regions liiey outdit to confine their future feats. The presence ol 
ridt 111 the Crystal Palace would disturb the pedestrians, besides being 
a desecration. 



DANGEROrs HFMORRnAf^n ACCOMPANYINr; THE EXPULSION OF A 
bVtiCH OF UYUATlDd IMTERdPEIULO WiTU MOLbS. 

BT JOHN BOOKLBSS, Xia.» SOBOMM, XXIJO. 

Eart.y on the niorning of the 23d ultimo, a m ■ ^enger came for me 
in great haste to proceed iininedlately to the euuniry, a distance of 
seven miles, to see Mrs. A,, who, he inl rnied me, wa? in a daugeroui 
stale, and would likely be dead before my anival. I set off instantly, 
and when within two hundred yards or so of her residence) I heard her 
screaming in a most alarming manner. Though several attendants stood 
around the bed, not one could tell me what was wrong ; and as Mr. 
A* was veiy restless and obstinately taciturn, it was some minutes before 
I could prevail upon her to let me know bow she felt, and what occa* 
sbned her so much pain. After a considerable efibrt, in conse<]uence 
of extreme exhaustion, from the loss of blood, she whispered in my ear 
that the pain was all in the back, and that for more than a week she 
had had repeated attacks of uterine hemorrhage. Mrs. A. also said she 
was dying, and her exsanguined appearance certainly betokened great dan- 
ger. Pulse very quick and very weak, and at times scarcely perceptible ; 
surface of the body cold : breathing heavily. After riinnini; my liand over 
the abilomen, uikI <«'elini: '^onie sllfbt cnlnr'^^ement of the uterus. ii>V 
su-^liK ions were iinmetlialely directed to the coutlition of that organ, and 
I lost not a momeul in making an exauiination per vaginam, whrn I dis- 
covered a large soft mass protruding lhiouL;!i the o<? uteri, whicli i >uc- 
ceeded in extracting after a little n)nni|uilaliun, and which turned out to 
be a considerable cluster of hydatids interspersed with moles. Their 
removal gave her immediate relief. 

As my patient had previously lost a great deal of blood, the bed- 
clothes being completely saturated, and as it still threatened to come 
away in gashes, I had towds wrung out of cold water applied over the 
lower part of the abdomen and upper parts of the thighs, and had tliem 
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diligently continued for upwards of two liour?. Brandy-toddy was 
Ifbenlly and frequently administered, alternated witli dose's of a weak 
io&flon of the secale comtuum. Cold water was occaslooally dashed 
ofer the face, and bottles of hot water constantly kept at the feet. For 
Dcariy an hour an occasional gush of blood was discharged, and at 
tnics Mrs, A. seemed as if she was about fo expire. The gushes, how- 
eirpr. became less frequent and smaller in quantity ; and as the restora- 
tive and precautionary measures were rigorously enforced for some hours, 
I had \hv saiisfaciion, before 1 felt it safe to leave her, of hearing her 
say that stie feit very comlbrtable." Her after-recoveiy was highly 
satisfactory, 

Mrs. A., aged 49, is the mother of twelve cliildren, and all nlive. I 
bate attended her in her six last confinements, all of whir h were unusu- 
ally protracted and painful. As the catamenia had left her for some 
months, she was in the belief that a i^umgt was. going on, when she 
was one evening suddenly seized with pain in the back, accompanied 
with a discharge of a sanguineous nature, which took place ten clays or 
10 before her severe illness ; she had seen moi« or less of it every day 
up to the time 1 was sent for. Jn this case there was no abdominal 
distension, and no mammary enlargement. Though I have been in ex- 
tensive obstetric j)ractic.e for the la^t seventeen years, having attended 
Dear two thousand cases, 1 have oidy met with three cases of this de- 
scnption. Obstetric authors do not seem to have met with many such 
cases, if one may jnrltre from the suinmary and rareless way in which 
they have been Doiiced.— /j;(yiVi. Monthly Jour, of Med. Mtnce, 



A CASB OP 8BN1LB GANGRBNE OP THE INFERIOR EXTREMITIES. 

BY ROBERT CAMPBEI4., M.D., ASS1STA>T DSUOMSTRATOR IK TiiE MEDICAL COU.EGB 

OP OKOROJA.- 

The rareness in our rciiion of this disease, will perhaps invest the sub- 
joined case with some interest : — 

E. C, ae^ed about 50 years ; of spare hai)il and florid cumplcxiun ; 
carriage-maker by trade — was brought from Anderson C. H., S. C, 
iDd admitted into the Augusta Hospital on the llih May last. I saw 
^ at 4, P. in ooosukation witn Prof. Jkia. A Eve, the attending 
fibysiciaD. Foimd the whole of the right and the anterior third and heel 
<if the left foot, perfectly black, without sensation or sensibility, with 
i^BMations studding their upper sui^aoe, and yielding the peculiar tnor- 
i\ftcntum odor indeed, these parts were in a completely spliacelated 
coodition. He complained, when tlie extremities were handled, of pain 
about the ankle-joints ; the \e& were oedematous almost to the 
kot^-joinis — pitting on jiressure. Extremities cold and dry ; pulse 
small, unrosistinfr, and 150 in frequency; tonojue coaled with thick, 
yellow fur ; apj)ehte deficient ; mental faculties somewhat impaired. 

All we could gather concerning the history of the case was, that a 
ilKirt time prior to this be had gotten his foot very wet in a rain, having 
H^tiawl some distance in tbe railroad car, and not being able to change 
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his boots, siiflercd extremely with swelling and a burning sensation in the 
feet. He had hfcn a nv.m of intrmpfratc habits, and had, at n foniuT 
time, lost several of the toes of the left loot ihuu a previous attack oi 
lUOrtiBration. 

DiffS^nosis. — Mortification by o^^^^iruMlion ol the arteries. 
Prognosis. — Of course, very luitavorable. 

Trtatment. — Aiufuifaiion pres«mt»'(l to our minds the onlv jXis-^ible 
hope of staying the dilajmiaiu)!i >o fast ensuiny;. Hence the uumediate 
reiijoval of the rijjht (the worst) leg was determined upon ; and al 6 
o'clock, I amputated tlie leg by the cixY^ula^ operatbn at about the junc* 
tkm of the upper with the middle third— the patient under chlorofenn. 
The arteries opposed a considerable resbiance to the knife, the passage 
of which conveyed an unusual grating sensation, as froni collision with 
petrt6ed rather than ossified vessels. Their ligatioo was efiected widi 
more than usual facility, inasmuch as they protruded beyond the contract- 
•ed surmunding tissues, instead of retracting within them. 

We left the patient comfortable, having lost very little blood, and ex- 
.perienced no pain during the operation ; nor would he be convinced of 
Its execution until bis attention was directed to the absence of the limb. 
K. Port wine, f g ij. ; quinine, grs. v. To be repeated every six bouis. 
Diet — chicken soup, frt»elv administered. 

12lh. — Patient under ihe influence of quinine ; complains of some 
pain in the siunip : extremities still cold ; pulse rnflnT more resistinff, 
and only 100 in iiv(|uen('y ; will tnke but little nounslinieut. \\. Con- 
tinue wine every three hours, and quinine three times a-day, in do^es as 
before. Enemata to relieve the bowels; and should pain rnniKiue, lau- 
danum 30 gtts., repealed pre-re-uuta. Left foot treated wiih cloths salu- 
rared with the chloride of soda. 

13th. — Much weaker; extremities of still lower temperature ; pubc 
▼eiy feeble and intermittent \ delirium complete. 

1 4th.— Died at 7, A. M. ' 

It would have been an interesting investigation to have ascertained 
to what extent the ateriat system had been subjected to this ossific de* 
position. Thb I intended to have accomplished, had not my own indis* 
position at the time prevented. But the perfect character of the ossi- 
fication at the point examined, the slight effect of the stimulus, and the 
apparent absence of any recuperative energy in the constitution of the 
patient, IK>twithstanding so large a proportion of the contaminating mass 
bad been ramoved, and without the loss of blood or the shock of pain 
— are circumstances which seem to indicate the circulatory apparatu5to 
have be«*n much embarra«>pd in its functions, from tho extensive perva- 
sion of the disease. — Southern Med. and Swrg, JoumaL 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAlTjOURNAL. 

BOSTON, AUGUST S7. ISai. 



Waier in Surgery, ^1>r. Hamilton*^ Translation from the French, of 
Amnssat's Treatise on the Employment of Wuier m Stfr^ery, makes an 
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octavo pnmphlet of 62 pa^e?, and i' n meritorious conlribtition to the stork 
of useful siirijical knowledge. Dr. Haniillon observes thai "we liiid nlso 
an additional reason for its publication in the exigency of the times, when 
empirics are every where assuming to themselves the honor of having first 
iotrodttced water as a hygienic and therapeutic agent, and are ciaiming 
the right to its exclusive use. We do not expect to arrest the streams 
vhich are daily pouring their golden tides into the pockets of these men, 
butsimpir to e^^tnbli.'^h to whom the n^ht of discovery actually belongs." 
This publication presents a synoptical view of the opinions of fathers in 
modern surgery, respecting llie applications of water, cold, hot, tepitl, and 
80 on, together with a few illustrations of its value in certain cases. Then 
there is a reason given for certain views entertained by the author. Chap* 
ter III. on the principal modes of application in surgery* is a model sheet 
of fiirection?. No word^' are wnstcd — noihin!j tedintis introduced, and just 
enough written to be prolilable to the reader. Dr. Hamilioii has bit)n<rht 
this forward very opportunely, and he has the thanks of one personal 
friend, at least, for his willingness to disseminate a moiety of his own 
sbondam resources, for the guidance of others. 



Uterature of Insanity, — A quarto sheet, called the Opal, is regularly 
poblished at the Utica, N. Y., State Asvlum, wholly edited by the patients 
of the institution. Whoever devised this publication, had a thorough in- 
sight into the laws of the human mind. The insane have an excess of 
mental activity, which, in educated lunatics, may be most happily retliicecl 
to the ordinary level of rational thinkinp^, by devising avenues through 
which the extra accumulaiiousj of sensorial power may be drawn off. 
Wiitiog ia one of the natural and economical processes for doing this. 
Tbe battery in the head discharges itself rapidly through the telegraphic 
cotd» out at the ends of the fingers, and we have no question respecting 
the good eflects of allowing: the insane to write and publish whatever they 
elaborate of a suitable character. The artii^les in the Opal are by no 
means indicative of unsound mwnU in their authors. There ia not a poli- 
tical newspaper in the United States that does not exhibit as much indica* 
ttoD of mental aberration as the modest, yet vigorous little sheet from 
Utica. We are delighted with this ingenious, simple, yet philosophical 
device, which time will show to be one olf the reliable curative means at 
\h» disposal of the institution. 



Bdmoiit Medical Society. — For a small, unpretending associaiion, there 
i? not one in the country that accomplishes more for the advancement and 
Kspeciability of the profession than the Belmont Medical Society, of Ohio. 
From 1847, to 1851, the transactions, already published, would do honor 
to t much older and more prominent body. The members are pursuing 
the true system for the diffusion of knowledge, and for the peace, respecta- 
bility and permanent influence of their body. A patient, quiet, persever- 
ing deterinii)aiion to understand the laws of our being, cannot do oilier- 
wise than constantly advance and fit us for a higher sphere of professional 
osefuloess. Tbe researches of this Society, the character of the papers 
^blished, and the influence they cannot fail to exercise on other minds, 
presage tbe commanding position that awaits those who produce them. In 
the now series, rontnininir four essays, five cases and two reports, we have 
l>eeD both gralihed and insuucted. 
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TJnivenUy of Pennsylvania. — ^From our earliest recollection, the medi- 
cal clopnrtmcnt of the University of Pcnn-ylvnnia has been tlio most cele- 
brated prirt of that institution, the acadeinioal department being very little 
known beyond the circle of its immediate friends. The first and oldest 
medical school in America has much to be proud of In its history ; ai>d it 
M a subject of eongratutation that it sustains itself in all its original ?igor, 
though sorroutulcd by numerous competing institutions which have beea 
springing up like hardy saplini^s in ilie neis^hborhood. An annual report 

abroad from thn faculty, wliicli arknowledires a continued prosperity. A 
feeling of ihankliiluess (or past favor>", stiimilatrs to oflnrt to merit more; 
and it is not probable that the professors will now relax it» their deterniina* 
tions to maintain the undiminished dignity and usefulness of their several 
chairs. The University was one of the nrst to adopt the suggestionn of 
the American Medical Association, in regard to an extension of the lecture 
term; and the practical benefits of the measure are said to be iiianifc'i. 
The avernLTO iiiiinKor of students, sincr- 18*7-8, has bf^on 479 — quite n? 
many as it would l e convenient for any one man to address, daily, for the 
period of twenty-six weeks. 



Philadelphia Collrirt of Medicine. — By the new circular, it appears that 
the building in which the lectures of this college are given, is both excel- 
lently constructed and centrally located. There were 105 students the 
last term— of whom 62 have since graduated. By a beneficiary food re- 
cently established, ten students arc tn be received annually, by paying, in 
lieu of the usual fees, the sum of S40 for perpetual admission to the lec- 
tures, or S'20 at the time of matriculation, for enrh of the two courses re- 
quisite to entitle them to a degree. Applications are to he made, on this 
foundation, to the Dean, accompanied with an ingenuous statement uf the 
claims of the candidate, in September, March and February. The sons 
of physicians, and next, to them, the sons of clergymen, are to have a 
preference. Anatomical pursuits are advantageously pursued at this ia- 
BtitutioD. 



Elements of Grneral Pathology. — A second beautifully-printed edition 
of limt well-received book, " Elemclll:^ of General and Pathological Ana- 
tomy," by David Cragie, M.D., ico., oi Edinburgh, has been recently 
brought out by Messrs. Lindsay & Blakiston, Philadelphia. It is realty 
an immense book, comprising 1072 octavo pages. It is fair to conclado 
no topic has escaped an author, who has been indefatigable enough topro> 
duce this amount of reading matter. This edition, says the tiilo pat^r, is 
both enlarged and improved, presenting a view of the present Slate of 
knowledge in these branches of science. 



First Medical Graduates in Michigan — Dr. Pitch^r\ Addreax. — At 
Ann Arbor, in April last, Z. Piicher, M.D., addressed the tlrst persons 
who were graduated with the medical honors of the State. Their num- 
ber is not recorded in the printed pamphlet. We have been quite familiar 
for some years with the reputation of Dr. Pitcher, and this discourse con- 
firms what has heretofore been said of hiti^. viz., that he is an accomplish* 
ed scholar. It was an event in the youthful history of Michigan, to send 
forth a new class of men from the University, wh0| superadded to their 
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stock of genera] knowledge, have acquired an acqaaintaoce with the laws 

of life, and the remedies to be sought when ibe delicate mechanism of the 
humnn body is impaired by disease or accident. These firsf j^rndiiritP's 
h^ar I some plain lesions in respect to what will he recjuired ot" ihein. Dr. 
Puciier s>how-> conNiderable vcneraiion for the rust of antiquity, ailhough 
his remarks are encouraging. He is deleranucii medical men shall always 
be improving. This cannot he without indastry, the creat elevating 
power in society. Without it, no plans will be soccessfoT, no reputation 
permanent. 



Veatihting Sun SMdd. — Mrs. A. C. Willard, of Qnincy, Illinois, 
vhote constructive talent is apparent from the manner it hss been exercis- 
ed, ha? exhibited in Boston, a contrivance, resemblinjra miniature fall-l>ack 
calash top, which is to be worn over and around the head by out-door la- 
borers, to keep off the sun. The wearer is protected by it as thoiio^h he 
were under an umbrella. Comfortable as it must be, we could not avoid 
laughing at the oddity of a backside view of a person liavini; on the appa- 
ratus. It would be a tolerable protection, too, against a pattering rain. 
To what extent it may be adopted, shoo Id the price be within the means 
of ordinary laborers, cannot be foreseen. The inventor is sanguine in the 
opinion that railroad makers, miners, fitrmers, and in short all persons 
whose employments expose them unpleasantly to the intensity of the sun, 
will patronize the new article. Tn tropical rountries they would be the 
most comfortable thing imaginable ; but those who do the open-air druducry 
in ?ach places, cannot purchase, often, a contrivance which mn^t cost more 
liian the ordinary hut. Mrs. Willard s ingenuity is manliest, and we hope 
she will find il has been directed in a way that will amply remanerate her* 
Oar province is to look especially to the comfort of the sick, yet we are 
oot iodifierent to the condition of those who ** need not a physician." 



Foster Prizes, — Three Foster prizes of SIO each, for the best examina- 
tions in the graduating class of Harvard University, at the Massachusetts 
Ifedicid College, this year, have been awarded to Ors. Freeman J. Bum* 
ttetd, Charles H. Htldreth and Henry M. Lincoln. 



Extraordinary Bleeders.'' — We find in Felt's " History of Ipswich," 

Eblisbed in 1834, a notice linder the above head, of several families, in 
imiltoD (which was once a part of Ipswich), who are remarkable for 
bleeding profusely. We extract the following : 

"There are four families in this town, called bleeders. Three of them 
are immediately, and the other mediately, related. The number of indi- 
viduals so denominated, is five. They are thus named from an unusual 
prop»n»sity in their arteries and veins to bleed profusely, even from slight 
wounds. A cut or other hurt upon them, astiutnes at hrst the common ap* 
peaiance, but after a week or fortnight, the injured part begins and contt* 
noes for several days to send forth almost a steady stream of blood until 
the redness of this disappears, and it becomes nearly as colorless as water. 
A portion of the coagulated hlood forms a cone, large or small, according 
to the wound. The bleedinc;' ceo'^es when the cone, which b;i« a minute 
apfTiiire, and is verv fa-lid, falls otf. The per^^ons thus constiiuted, dare 
Qot submit to ike operation of a lancet. They otten bleed abundantly at 
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the noiiet and are fobject to severe and premature rheumatism. SomeoC 

their predecesfsors have come to their end by wounds which are not consi- 
dored by anv nienns danrrorous tor people in icreneral. Tliis hemorrhage 
first appeared in the Appleton family, who brought it with them Iroiii Eng- 
land, moe bat males are bleeders, whose immediate children are noi so, 
and whose daughters, only, have sons thus disposed. As to the piecise 
portion of those, who may resemble their grandfathers in bleeding of this 
kind, past observation furnishes no data; it has been found altogether 
uncertain." 



Monument to Jcnner. — A circular has boon sent to this country, from 
England, inviting the medical prolession, and others, to contribute towards 
the construction of a bronze monument to the memory of that distinguished 
benefactor of the human rare, Dr. Ed«rard Jenner, to be erected io Los- 
don. The circular is admirably drawn up, and the appeal certainly pow- 
erful; but if the monument could be in one of our own citie?. or n 
duplicate of it, more en thus-i asm would lie fpit about it in the United 
States. The subject ha>- been brous^^lu behire llie Sutl'ulk District Medical 
Society, and steps will probably be iuiiuedialely laken to oblaia the aid 
which is required. 



Saratoga Sprwgs.^This celebrated summer resort for health and plea- 
sure has been quite as much visited the present season as ever before. 
Its visiters are from every part of the country, and the bodily ills of thoee 

who seek relief at these fountains are of every species. To many of these, 
the healing virtues of the waterti are applicable, and have proved hiirMv 
beneficial ; w^hilf^ to others, no eood has resulted. This is indeed wh tt 
might rationally be expected ; il is wluii occurs every year, and to any one 
who spends but a week or two at the place, frequent instances of its occur- 
rence are presented. The truth of the remarks on this subject by Dr. 
North, in No. 20 of the last volume of this Journal, is made evident to a 
mere casual observer. While a diaili* "-Is which is niarked by a lancni-i 
circulation and exhausted powers, wiili neuralgic pnin«,vvi!! be benelicially 
Stimulated by the daily use of the hot mineral baths, one with an over- 
acting pulsation, or a tendf'ncy to inflammatory rheumatism, is in no wise 
benefited. The free drinkinsr of the waters is not attended with the sane 
ditTerences of result; but in this, discrimination is also often needed* D(» 
North, though in feeble health, from his medical skill and long residence 
at Saratopa is eminently qualified to advise in regard lo the use of the 
waters. He ha?- accumulated a valunlde collection of well-arranced medi- 
cal notes and cases, which il is hoped will be put iulo a shape to make 
them serviceable to future practitioners at the Springs, as well as to the 
profession generally. Dr. L. £. Whiting is a younger member of the 
profession there, but we have heard him very fovorably spoken of as an 
adviser and general prartitinner. Dr. Freeman, a veteran in the service 
at Saratoga, 5!till renianis at his po«tt, and also one of the long known linu 
of Allen 6c Steele — so liiat medical advice and ajd may be readily ob- 
tained by the valetudinarian. There seems to be no fear of a decline in 
public favor of this well-known resort. The waters can and do accomplish 
wonders, the place can be comfortably reached in winter as well as in 
summer, and the new Empire Spring promises to be of itself a powerful 
and edicient focus of attraction. 
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Jhinishment of Qnttda in the days of Edward VL — A quack in ihe 
iiiy$ o( Edward Vi. was punished hy b^'inir plncod on n sen I fold, with a 
paper on his brenst, on which his (Jfcfit^nl practices were written; after 
which he was set on a pillory. He was next put on a hor.^e's back — his 
face to the horse's tail— the tail placed in his bands — a collar was put about 
bis neck, a whetstone on his breast, and he was led through the streets of 
Loodon, at the ringing of bnsins. He was afterwards banished. If the 
quacks of our day were punished according to their deserts, what a flutter- 
ing there would be ! 



Medical Miscellany. — The entire under juw was recently taken out, at 
the Emigratit'a Hospital, New York—for the first time, it is said, in the 
United States.— Cholera has broken out fiercely at LouisviUe, Ky., creating 
sile a panic. — Dr. Richardson, of New Orleans, is represented to have 

i.«covered an econoniiral mode of propelling boats-, or rail c:ir^. by ntmos- 
pheric pn^^'-^nrp, ontirelv Hoine away wiih stonni power. — A singular dis- 
ease has broken out at Grand Canary, which the physioian? do not under- 
ilaud. The sick are covered with purple spots. Three medical gentle- 
men have fallen victims to it. — It turns out that Dr. Valentine Mott, Jr., 
ittbe man who is to be professor of surgery in Washington Medical Col- 
lepe, in Baltimore, and not the father, as some may have supposed. — It is 
in agitation to establish another medif a! college in SVw York. — M. Arago, 
ihe great astronomer, who js pa!«siiiL' tlu; sumuier at the mineral i^prings of 
Vichy, is nearly blmd, and probably will entirely los^e his sight. His 
brother, who is likewise a man of extraordinary abilities, has Iwen blind 
mnny years. — ^Tetlow fever has appeared at Surinam, with violence. It 
tlso lingers about Jamaica, where the smallpox is quite prevalent. — Mrs. 
Betsey Ov Tstoke, of Ohio, at the a^^e of 76 y^ars, has given birtli to a 
child ! She had not had one for thirty years. — Dr. Evans, U. S. geologist, 
recently returned fronj the V'ellovv Stone river, found, near the body of a 
}>^i6ed tree, the shoulder-blade of a mastodon, measuring nearly feet 
■cro s s a lso, some enormous foot bones of the same animal. Fossil shells, 
^ bead of a snake, and other curiosities, were found by Dr. Evans in the 
same locality. — During the last forty years, 10,632 persons have died in 
Boston of consumption. The deaths from Asiatic cholera, in the same 
time, were onlv S*jO, — A census just taken proves the population ot Swit- 
zeiland to be 2,420,000, half a million less than that ot the Stale of New 
Torh.— Bowel complaints are extremely prevalent io some sections of the 
country.— A violent contagious epidemic had broken out at the garrison of 
Pernanibaco, at the last advices. 

to CoRRF.8P0HI»'ItTS. — Dr. Hilclirock's paper on ttrangulatefl hemra han tif^n received, 
^-■^enl onVituil roinmuiiii aiions of murh It^gili HOW 00 band, aod MM deity iiiay be cs* 

peried m ibe lusteritou ol "-oiDf of iliem. 

©ttOrf— Al Cramioii, R, I., Dr. Jcremiali W. Olney, 65.— Dr. Joha Fi«her ami Dr. J. A, Toop. 
■^rt,e^tfie United Stale*, taken in ibe n-eent Lo|m*7: invasion, at Havana, and «hol. 

Oralhi IN lioittnt, — fof ttif vvc4'k ending Sulu«la> h(kmi, Aue. 23<l, IH.— iWales, i>i — li-malK*, 40. 
Atcideiii;,!, 3 — iipoplpxy, I— diwasc of Ik»w»»1§, G---di»ca$e of brain, 2 — connnnption, 8— conv«|« 
*wa«, 1— cholera infantum, 10— cholera mort>us, 2 — ranker. 1 — cronp, I— dysentery, 5— diarrhneo, 
i--<l'np»y of the brain, 6— drowne<l, I— crysHM?lH8, I— fever. 1 — typhus fever, 3— typhoid, 6— 
\m% i«,v( r, J — di«ea.<(e of llm lu nri, 1 — infimiilc, !1 — inUwsusception, 1— inflommiitinn of the lung^, 
I— 4(»ea«e of the liver, I — mara-^miM. 4— old ace, I — pakty, I— picurisy, 1— puerperal, 1— ^tmall* 
1^, 2— «ufibral»<H), I— leethinj^, 7— unknown, f— diaeuo of the womb, 1. 

Under 5 year-i. .'j.'?^m-Iw«hmi 5 nnd 20 years. 6 — between ?0 and 10 yeart, 19 — heiwfen 40 
ii^ CO years, 12 — over (K) yeant, fi. Americans, 44} fofeigiiera and duldren of foreigners, 50. 

The ibovo indodet 10 destta* M Ibe Ci ^ ]iuaiiiiio«ie. 
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MEDICAL COLI.EP.F OF OHIO. SfM.twn af 
18)1-52.-1116 Thirty-Hecimtt Aniiiisl }*t"*« on of 
tai* Institution will opeii on (he lithot Oototter 
nett, nml close on the last of F«'l»ruHr>. wiidpr the 
fullowint arntiixeinc'iits. 

II. VV B%xLBVj M.D., Profewwir of AnHtoiny. 
JoH fi Locks* hJ)., PraC arChMiaMry ami Pliar- 

lUHC)'. 

].. M. LAWMm, M.D.t ProC of Phyrintagy ud 

T. <>. £:dw.%rdr, M.n.. Prof, of Mnt«Ti« Mcclirn 
nd Therapeutioi, and Medicnl Jiiriii;ini<letict>. 
R. U. MuMsr, M.I>.. Prof, of Snrxery. 
I.AKDON C. RiVM, M.D., Prof, or OlMtetrics and 
the DiMaae* of WonMB ana ClUMreiu 

JoHK BsLL» M.D., FloC of ThMrraMd naetlce 
of Medicine. 
J •UN Davio* M.D., Denranatratar of Aaotomy. 

The foUowlac branrhct will he inrliKied in the 
Coune:— Aimtomy, Cheiuistry, Pharmacy, Ph>tii- 
olacy* Patbolovy. Materia Medica, TberHpfiiiicM, 

oSiiWfw° MwMOT Fninalm* uSnnm '^"'lb'^7i' 
Bonerr. 

The llixscrtinc RnoOM Will be opened fiNT CImmh 

on thf Irit of October. 
Clinical l^ctiimion Medicine and BurcerywIH be 

delivcrc.i at tin- ('oinmrrcial HoHpiinl Ihrec liin«*« a 
Wtck 

The Mi'ilirai < 'olli jjp <if Ohirj nfTorclx tin- n.dst am- 
plf o;ii)orHiiiitir!» ht iIh- |iro><< iiti<iii ol l'ia(ti«Hl 
Aniitdriiy ami (.'linit )il Iiittlria lioim in Mctticme und 
Surgery. 

Prr/iminary f.trturtf —A roiirx*' of l-rctiin-s will 
be dclivf jf<l liy ihr Fm ully J ret- o I i iLirLt- , roin- 
niencnu on llir (-.t <if nnulc r ; nhu, ( lini .il l,«r- 
tures nl the Comnun iul 

fVfj.— For a fnll ('oiir>t oi l.crtnn''*, ftl'tj. Mm- 
tliculation and l.ibrarx Tick< t, ^.>. DiHsetninx Tick- 
«U9I0> Graduation Fee, .^i.). Ilnnuila! 'I'ickei, $5. 

Monid (including llie etpenitea of room, fuel and 
nint> can be nbtatneil at ft-om 9*2 to $3 per weeli. 

A new <'olle2i>Ediacewill l>c erected dortni the 
ennnini Mimincr. 

Furiht-r information may be obtained by addremins 
the Dean. 

I.. M. F,AWSO\, M.D., DeangftheFiKuUf, 
8niuh siile of r>th nt., between Walntit and Vine. 

Cinrinnuti, Julv, Kil. j>D tO 



UMVFKSITV OF 1'E\.\8YI.VAMA. iMsni- 
CIL DkPABTMKNT. FioIITV-Sixtm ."<l>.slO!«, 

l»ijl-ji>.— The Fecturea will commejirc on Mouday, 
<i>'(oiM-r the (ith, and lenntBate abont the end of 
MMit h eiMuiiic. 

. Ilieoiry and Pnetloo of Medicine, bf Giomi B. 

Wood, M.D. 

Anatomv, Wilmam E. ITornkr, M.D. 

Materia Medica and Pharmacy, JusKrii CAatM>Ni 
M.I). 

Chemistry, Jamem B. Rogerr, M.D. 

Burcery. Williaim Gibhon. M l). 
^ Oiwtetrica and the lNae««e« of Women and Chll 
dren, IIuuh L. HodoBi M.D. 

Inatiiuteii of Medicine^ Samubl Jacksok. M.D. 
^ CUiilcal iHtftruciionat ihePi-DOBylTaniaHeaplial. 
br Onacf; H. Wood, BI.1>.. raid by GnonoiT W. 

NORRI*. M.D. 

DemnnxirHtive Instruction in M^licincand in Sur- 
gery. i>\ iii< I'roiiaaaanof the Mrdical Faculty'. 
assist . I hv w. W.GKnBAM>,H.D.,aad£iBMTll. 

Smith, M l). 

Pnic(i> ai Anatomy* by Jont Nbill, MJ>.t De- 

nioiitilmlor. 

Ainouiii of Fh«h for l-ecinrea in tli« Univemity, 
SliLi. Matriculating ice paid once only), $3. Iin*i. 
pilNl fee, #10. fnetlcal Anatomy, f 10. Orndnnting 
fee, $9U. \V. E. HORNER, M l)., 

Draii of the Mrttiral Fnrultt). 
td6Cke*nnt at., above ThinenUk,op. U.H.Mint, 

PMMe ^f ki ^. JumeUtimL Jetf-^ptNl 

EXTRACT OF MOP ami Fluid Ext. of Pink and 
Itennn, Vali rian, .\lrx. 8cnna, Rhultarb and Ihi- 
Chu. Mannfadiiml and nuld hy I'llli.KRK K & 
TRAFTON, IMiVhinitni' UruBgist*. Nov. 6. 



I^N'GLiaH llERllH.-I^Hvo of HymciaiMiiH 
Mli ladoana. Cot 
by PHILMRICK Al TRAF IU.\ 



Coniiim, I)i<i(iili« an 



f Hvcwcj 
idAooBl 



PREPARATIONS OF »« 1 I, V E R . - Ni- 
irate la CrysUU, Oxide. Iodide and Chloride, 
NBBUfiKtUfed and ior sale at IM) Waaliington Htr«et, 
lEMtOB.>y rUIUHUCK * TRAFTON. 



H. 1- 
it*', lor sale 

Nov. U. 



Nov.U. 



Chemist*. 



COM.Ef?E OF PHYSICIANS AND SFR. 
(JK<)\8 0F TMR I .\IVER8lTY OF THE 
STATE OF NKW VORK.-The Forty-fifth t^-mnm 
of (lie (Jollrse will be commenced on .Monda), Dili 
October, liut, and continued lUl Maicb ilMt kM 
(commencement day>, 

At.Kx ^.vnuR H. Htkvknh, M.D., I.L.D.. Prt^ident 
of lliu Culleije and EnicriiuB l'rolcs.«5or of Clinical 
t*iir!:rry. 

\ Ai.KNTtNE .MoTT, M.I)., LI..D., Enif'hliiH Pro- 
fr-ssor of <)t>»TaIive rtnrfcry and SurjsicMl Aiuitur.n. 

JosKPH M. Smith, .M.U., l'rotf.>,.«ior of tlir 'I luory 
and Practice of Medicine and Clinical .Mulicinc. 
John Tobrkv, M.U., LL.U., Proltwior of ilotany 
id Chemiatry. 



an 



hemiatry. 

BHT VV.%TT»i, Hi.i'., I 

WiLLARB Parkicr, M l). 



RoBBBT VVattr, M.D.fProAaMref Anaum 

: )., ' ' - - - 

plea and Practice of Snrsery 



Professor of tba 



Piind- 



Cii indi.br K. Oilman M.D., ProlinHior of Oiwte- 
trica and the Disensea of Women iiid Childrt ii. 

Ai.oN/u Clark, M.D., Profeaitor of Phyaiolocy 
and Patholoty iiu linliiii; .Nlirrowopyi. 

Ei.iHiiA Harii.i.it, .VI. 1).. Lecturer on Materia 
Medica and .MfilicHl .IuriM(iriiiicii< 

Charlks E. Iwaa< s, .M.D., Dtiiionslrntor of Ana- 
tomy. 

J-Vf.*. — Marnculation fc*', ; fct> for the full 
conrsii 1.1 I .i rMiiriK, $HI5 ; D« iiioiisiiulo.'V Tickri, 
$3 ; (•raduulion fee, tHZj -, ikmrd, average $3 per 
wwk. 

Cliuical Instruction is given at the New York 
llofspital daily, by tlie .MtMlical Olllccm (ProJ Snmh 
WinK one of them), fee ^ per annum ; at the Uelle- 
vue iloHpital twice a week, wilbout fee (Ptoia. Par> 
ker and Clark bdondni to Ihe Medical Stafl*) : at 
tilt' K)e Infirmary, without fee; and upwaida ef 
KKm nuiient* are annually exhibited to the daas In 
the College Ciinigue. Obstetrical caaoa and aohJeetB 
for disMtction are abundantly fbniabed throacfina 
rt«pe[ live departincuta. 

Tile annual coniiiiencemcnt ia held at the close of 
the >.i •v*ioii ; tin re m also a M*mi-«nini«l Examina- 
tion liii thf sei oml Tnesdav ot Se()leiiilM r. The t>re- 
re>|UlInle^ lor (^rMilii.iiion «re- L'l vear^ o| age, three 
ycant of finiil>, im luilini two tiid eounies of |.ec- 
tiireu. the /.j.*f (■! u hieh miiot lia\e bj'en altetided in 
thin ( iillev'e, aixl ilie presentation of a Thesia OB 
some "ul }< Tl 1 oiiiiei till With medical wiem e. 

in iidiiiiion to till- regular Coiirn*-, and iioi interfer- 
ing u lili It, a Coiirw ol Lectures \\ ili be cummt uc4-d 
on Monday, JS^Ih t^'ptemlM-r. and contintiod until IhO 
IJth October. Thw couitte will In- Int. 

R. WATTS, M.D., 
Co/. <if Phf». it Surg*. ) See'ir to the FacuUw. 

61Cro» b9St.lt.r, i Jytt-owtfll-eowtWL 

UNirmUlTT OF THE flTATB OF MISSOU. 
Rl.>-The Twelfth Session of titlB Vniversiiy 
will open oil the Itith October next. 

Mrdical Depnrimtnt. 
JoasFH N. McDowBLL, M.D.* Profaaaor of the 
Principlea and Practice of fluiaery* and of Cllntcal 
Surgery. 

Ri< HARD F. Rarret, M.D.t FreC of Pbyatetocy 

and ol Materia Meilica. 

John li. JoiiNKo.N. M.D., Pra£ of Clinical llndW 

cine and Pathological Anatomy. 
Arnkr IIupto!«, .M.I)., Plot Of CbO M lB tf y and 

M< di( al J uri*i)nidencr. 

s i.HKTT .Mosi s, M I)., Prof of ObatMrloi nad 

the DiM-asen ol \\ oiiiell and (.'liildran* 

JnsKi ti N. Mc l>(i\\ KM., M.D., noC Of 
Dmcriptive and Siirgi< al Anatomy 

John S. Moore, M.I)., PraC of tbe 
and Practice of Medicine. 

John Hombh* M.U., Adlunct PMC of 
and Demonatnitflror Anatoniy. 

L. T. PiM. M.D., Adlunct noC Of Analony* and 
Prosector. 



Pbtbr MABOir, Curator. 

WiLLiAMa, Janitor. 
AKxrexaieonatof Tleke^ttOS. Graduatioa 



$20 Matrieolaiiea 

)?•.' to %i per week. 

For inrllier iiilormalion adilresi* the Dean of tbe 
Faculty, or call unon hitn at lii- oil.re, No. U Fnurtli 
B twett OMler the Planter's Hon^e 

.lOHN K MOOlU:, .M.I).. Dean, 
sr. L'liiis, May Id, li.il may — iL 



PMit.nUK K. (-ARPBNTBRdfcOa,(iRte JWt- 
bririi 6r TTitltnn^, 
I Piiysiri ANa' Dnt urtnTJi anp Chkmistb, 
(Mnnbrrt nf Ihe Ma»»tu-ku»tttB Medical Hocittg^ 

liio Wsahinttoa BtraMt BonttM. 
R. ('\Rrr.\TK«, M.D., 
S. R. rnii.BKH K, M.D., 

L. Atwood, CAeimsf. jolylfi 
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STRANCiULAihlli lIERNIA-IMroRTANCt: OF OPEKATING EARLY— 

WITH CA8C8. 

BY ALTKCD HITCIICOCK, FfTCHBlTRO, MS. 

(Comnule«t«<t for tli« Botton Medical md Swgletl JowuH.\ 

SmcB the publication of the great work of Astley Cooper, it ought to 
be needless to write or print Anything more in favor of opera^m^ early in 
ewes of strangulated hernia. The diacoveiy and application of anaas- 
Ibetic agents since then» would also seem to add force and potency, as well 
ts feasibility to the plan and valuable precepts of that distinguished sur- 
geon on this point. Nevertheless, clear and emphatic as those precepts 
ire, every surgeon of considerable observation can bear testimony to the 
hex that delay n generally the sole cause of fatal results in cases of 
strangulation requirinn^ the opcmtion — and whoever has borne the respon- 
sibility of ocnjisionally riininL'' 'nr lipmia " in a country practice, has 
(juil«.' as often regretted tiie lengthtiicd (fday that has preccclcfl f^is use 
of iIh' knife. In attcinpts at taxi*;, iinKierate, c;iiition«, hut roniiiiucd 
[ir»-^siiie siiould he made on the tumor lor at ieaat hali an lium — ;h au- 
thors assert lint rednciiou has been effected after a continuous pressure 
of more iIkiii twenty minutes. A fitful, spasmodic or violent pressure 
ii not only useless, hut dangerous. The longer the siranL,'uliuion has 
existed, the more danger from violent pressure by taxis. Simple intesti- 
nal hernia is usually more easily reduced by taxis than omental, or both 
combhied. If the diagnosis b plam that the tumor b omental^ of course 
fliore fixce and longer time may be employed with safety in manual at- 
tempts at reduction. Venesection to iaintness becomes a valuable ad* 
jDvant, by tlie general languor it induces, and relaxation of strictnred parts, 
tad also by preventing or subduing local inflammation. The small 
thready pulse accbmpanying strangulation will become more full by free 
4lepletioo« The warm bath, the tobacco enema, ice or frigorific mixtures 
to the tumor, are each to he successively tried, in order, if possible, to 
amt the alternative of divid in rr the stricture with the knife. The to* 
bioco is a very potent and not always perfectly safe remedy. Dr. Mus- 
sey used to say, in lii- Irrtures, that flu' usual lohacco enema was more 
hazardous to the paliciu lima the oper;iti ii of dividing the stricture w ith 
the knife. Lobelia ha^ been used as a sub:>utute iiur tobacco— and lu a 

5 
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few cases where 1 have observed its effects, the two articies have seemed 
to be almost identicnl in their operntion when iiit rorluced into the rec- 
tum. It ijuite doubUul wiielher anything would be gained by substi- 
tuting lobelia for tobacco. Full doses of opium are often quite valuable 
in aid of taxis ; and in three cases in my practice this has proved suc- 
cessful when all iIh- aihcr usual means had failed. Ana?sthesia unques- 
tionably becomes a very valuable adjuvant in the reduclioii of iiernia by 
taxis, as well as a saving from pain if the operation becomes necessary. 
The antispasmodic and relaxing influence of full aiuesthesia has tofaaed, 
in aevcial malaBees under my obsenration* to do more good m aid of tnif 
than all the other means and appliances that usuatly lake preeedcaice 
of the knife. Other means, however, should rapidly precede it ; nod 
then, when anesthesia is fairly induced, if reduclk>n cannot be e^cted 
by taxis, the tuigeoB should be ready and prompt to complete the work 
by operation ; always remembefiog dbat every moment's delay diminiahes 
its safety and success. 

Sir Astiey Cooper qieaks of " irreparable injury often inflicted by the 
rough gripe of the surgeon, and injudicious handling of the hernia by the 
succession of violent attempts by taxis." The dread to use the knife, 
and avoidance of rlie rc^pon^ilMllty of an important operation, often dis- 
possess the ti[iii(i practiUoner of tlu' requisite degree of care and caution 
in mafiipniatiiii; ihc (iclieale and important viscera contained in tlie her- 
nial piuLrusion. That (iistmgutshed surgeon, Pott, says " that the ope- 
. ratiuii tor sirangulated hernia is not danj^erous in ilseU ' — and this opinion 
has h« ( ti u ell sustained hy the experience of all sunjeons since his time. 
I tiiiuk bauiuel Cooper lias somewhere slated thai ihe stalisiics of this 
operation have shown only one recovery in every three cases. The 
frequent deaths ibUowin| this operation, the best authorities assert (and 
every operator will confirm the statement), is owing generally to the 
Act of its being peribrmed <ea late — the parts are already f^angrenoua, 
or tnflammatioo faas extended to the viscera of the abdommal oavtty^ 
which a division of the stricture of course fails to arrest. Such onlcav 
tuoate and fttal delays cannot be too mucb lamented, and not uofio- 
quendy are d^rving of reprobation. 

In persons of mididle life, the necessity for early and immediate ope- 
ration is much more urgent than with the very young or the aged, for 
the obvious reason that the relative tonicity of fibre is greater in the 6ot^ 
mer. If the hernia is sinall^ recent and intestinal, the danger fiwn de- 
lav herotnes more imminent. Unforlunatelv. tfiere is no sure rrilerion, 
no invariable succession of cyniptoms, which will point, like the hmifls 
of a dial, to the last ]h)->iMt^ iiioment \v!>en (he patient ran f-cupt^ witli 
life by yielding to the knife ; anrl if sucli a point o! lime were co<jiU2a- 
ble, no surgeon would be niuruliy jusiitied in vvaiiiiii,' iis arrival. Every- 
thing must depend on the knowled2;e, tact, and self-rehance of the sur- 
geon. There is no period in the synijjlouis (unless the patient is inun- 
bund) which is so hiie as lu iuibid the operaiiun — as many patients re- 
cover even after L^ani^Teoe has occurred. A large amount of mond 
power, added to profesiwiud influence, is often necessary to obtain eariy 
the patient's consent to the operation. It is believed that but few patients 
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wtmAmf MOW and iotalfimee would bnilatft in mbmittuig Uhim 
opentioD ir their case wis hanj tnd preeiself stated. The great danger 
m delay— 4he ftotUty and mpidity with which the diffiwent and sue* 
flwive meeenns should be practised to accomplish redoctiooi ought 
siBODgly to impress the mind of the surgeon ; and especially the Qoplet- 
aet responsibility that must attach to him, if postponement arises from 
bis vacillation or timidity. It cannot be doubled that cases illustratiiiff 
ikb fiiul danger of postponing the opeiatioQ, would oftener be puhlisbea 
were they not generally a bad commentary on the diagnosis or eoeirgy 
and self-reliance of the attending surgeon. 

From TTiy note-book I copy the ibllowiag cases iUostrating some of the 
preceding remarks :— 

Case I. — Mrs. J. Lawrence, of Asliby, aged 64 — June 22d, 1841, 
was takf II with abdominal pain, vomiting and modei ate diarrhoea ; in 
fact, the syiiipto[iis closely resembled cholera morbus. After spending 
two hours wiih the patient, it was louiid that the usual treatment (or such 
cases failed to atiord relit-l. On inquiry ih<' patient was found to have 
no knowledge of hernia or the existence of tumor of any kind. A day 
ptssed in tinsuceessfol attempts to palUate the symptoms, when my sus- 
pictoos of the existenoe of strangulation heoame so strone that a roaaoal 
csaminatioo was made, and a small tumor, the stse of a wahiut, wis 
6and Ib the left groin, precisely in the poshion of femoral hernia. The 
tmnor was very bard and slightly tender, ^hich of course was increased 
hf attempts at taxis, having offianaf that it was hernUi. Two physi* 
mm were soon with me in consultation, and no tiio were ever in more 
KBcertainty in diagnosis, or doubt as to the expediency of operating. 
Cathartics had passed freely tbiough the bowels — the vomitiag had 
•omewhat diminished in frequency, and yet was sufficiently severe, with 
other symptoms, to proclaim the existence, if not of strangulated, at least 
incarcerated and inflamf'd omentum. It was finally roncluded that the 
tumor must be omental and adherent to t!)e snr. nnd that inflammation 
had extended from the tumor to the abdominal viscera and pnulup" d all 
the symptoms, and, consequently, that tlie operation wonhj ho useless. 
Treatment was pursued based on this theory. The symptoms varied 
but little till July 8tb, when die tumor suddenly became of a green color 
and crepitotis under the finger — the ])ulse sank, and the patient died. 
The next day we made a posl-moitt iii exarninatiouj and held another 
consukaiion on the tumor ; the result of which, revealed a femoral her- 
nia containing a iniucide of the ileum with ahont two thirds of itt diame* 
ler erofaraced in and adherent to the sac, leaving a part of ita calibre 
perrioos and admitting the passage of the intestinal contents. Inflam- 
mation and fatal gangrene, of course, esisted. I can never rid myself 
ef a compunctious impreasiofi that thb patient might have been saved 
by an eany operation. 

Cask 1L — Eleaier Rice, of Ashby, aet. 54 — May 13, 1844, seited 
at evening with strangulation of an old iemofal hernia. I kiled to re- 
duce it by taxis. May I4ib, made several unsuccessful attempts during 
the day, having other professional assistance. On the morning of May 
15ih, forty houia after strangubtina occurred, 1 operated in the usual 
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and returned the iotestine, but retained die sac, which was il- 
teady partly gan^^Tenous and in a few days sloughed away. This pa- 
tient as not heahliy — had twelve to twenty ounces of serum io the 
ahdoiiiinai cavity, which escaped when the strictuie was divided ; and 

.yet, after a protracted confiiKMnent, he made a good recovery, with a 
r.uiical cure of the fRTiiia. In this case the operation would unquestioM- 
biy have been less liazardous had it been performed earlit r. Fernonl 
liernia in the male, requiring the operatioo, is said by auiiiors to be ei* 
ceedingly rare. 

Case fIT. — August 2.'. \^U), T wn« calK'd by my Dr. NVliiie, 

of \V » stiiiinsirr, to operate on Mi. D. Lan«^, a t. '25. fnr a larL^c inguinal 
hernia liiat bad betMi stran^idnted two dnv-. On opi'iiiiiL; the «fir, the 
cciiitrnls Wi iv found fo cc)ii>i^t of intrviiu*' and onienUnn ; the former was 
reiiniied, but the iallcr was so inucb di-^oolored and iranwenoiis il was 
deemed prudent to remove some luehe or bfleen square inches of il 
w ith ilia Ixiiifo. The vesseb were secured by hgature, and the excised 
surface of omeotiun for a while was kept pendant at the internal abdo- 
minal rint;. Very profuse and troublesome suppuratioD took pfause, in- 
volving the spermatic cord and scrotum ; and yet he perfecdy recovefed, 
with a radical cure of his immense hernia. It is reasonable to infer diat 
this man would have recovered, without dangerous sloughing and sup- 
puration, had the operation been perlbnned within twelve hours after 
airangulation occurred. 

Cask IV.— Nov. 23, 1 349. Mr. Samuel Brooks, aet. 60, ofTownsend 
•^etmngulated ini^uinal hernia ; had been attended very judiciously for 
twenty hours by Dr. Gerry. He had early reduced the tumor, and yet the 
symptoms of strangulation increased in violence and danger. The apex of 
a hard, oval-sljaped tumor, could be distinctly felt at the upper ring, float- 
in*; in tile abdominal cuvitv. The case se<'nied clearlv one in which a 

O "... ' 

daii j'Mous strangulation existed within the sac ; and arrordingly, the pa- 
tient ix'in^ etiieri/fd. I laid open the inguinal canal, seized and drew down 
the tumor, and on ()|)t'i)in<; the sac found a knuckle of intestine of a cho- 
colate color {irmly strictured at its neck. This being divided, no further 
symptoms of strangulation occurred; and he quickly recovered, with a 
radical cure, it cannot be doubted lluL d few hours' delay in this case 
would have been fatal. 

Case V,— January 18di, 1849, 1 wis called at midnight (thermo- 
meter SO^ below zero) to visit James W. Bliss, Esq., »t &5> of New 
Ipswich, N. H*, a patient of Dr. Cochrane. The operation for femoral 
hernia was anticipated, it having been strangulated fourteen hours, and 
the symptoms bemg unusually rapid and violenL The usual means had 
been veiy judiciously adopted to accomplish reduction by taxis, but widi- 
out success, indicating that the operation would be inevitable. It was 
agreed that the patient should be kept in a warm bath at the highest 
temperature endurable, and at same time putial anosthesia to be in* 
duced by chloroform. This state was continued for more than an hour, 
when, under the cautious and persevering manipulations of my friend, 
the attending physician, the hernia was imfxpectedlv reduced, and the 
patient escaped both the peril of straogulatiuu and the scalpel. 
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Case VI.— ^pt 11th, 1850. Mrs. C , »t. 46, of New Ips- 
wich, N. H., after suflfering thirty-six hours with strangulated femoral 
hernia, was operated upon in a most skilful manner by her attending phy- 
sician, Dr. Cochrane, in the presence of several medical gentlemen. 
For two hours an unsuccessfiil eflbrt was made to induce aossthesia. 
This, together with a most unfortunate delay in 6rst colli n z medical aid, 
prolonged to a hopeless moment the use of the knife. The strangulated 
bowel, already in a state of [^nnr^rene, sloughed the third day after the 
operation, and the patient died from irritation and exhaustion, the 28th of 
Sept. An early operation in this case could scarcely have admitted a 
doubt of perfect succf^s. Unfortunately in this, ns in many other cases in 
private pradice, the surgeon cannot freely exercise his own will, in the 
decision of his jud<rment, in reference to the time for usint: llie knife. 

Case VII, — The follow case occurred in a distant town in New 
Hanip-^hire, and is kindly furnished by a valued medical friend, a near 
relative of the patient. 

Mrs. C , set. 60, in Decemher, 1846, was suddenly seized with 

violent syinpioins of strangulated femoral hernia. After a few hours 
of preparation and manipulation, the tumor was reduced en masse — and 
for two or three hours succeeding its reduction the patient was quite 
euy, and vomiting and hiccups ceased ; the patient, however, continue 
iag to express the conviction that the structured bowel was not relieved* 
The symptoms of strangulation soon returned, accompanied by thoee 
ef acute peritonitis. These were of the most violent and distressing 
ebaracter, and proved fatal in twelve hours from the last attack. The 
post-mortem examination revealed a loo[) of intestine within, and adhe- 
rent to the neck of the hernial sac. Perforation of the strictured bowel 
bad taken place, and a lar«;e quantity of liquid keces had escaped into 
the abdominal cavity. The usual evidences of rapid and fatal peritoni- 
tis were aho present. The remembrance of this cas<' can «;carcely fail 
to hrin^ with it a conviction that a seasonable operatiou, i^eo oo/eiUe^ 
might have saved the life of the patient. 

Case VIIT. — Mr. f>evi Pollard, a?t. 7-1, Aslil>nmliam. Ri^^liL in'^ui- 
nal hernia — small and reducible — fifteen years' standinfj; — wore a truss. 

June 24th, 1851, at 10, A. M., after some extra muscular effort he 
found the hernia protruded more than usual, attended wiih very severe 
pain and vomiting ; says he felt njore j)ain than ever before in the tu- 
mor, although it had been frequently protrudeil and required the hori- 
sontal posture for its reduction. This time he reduced the tumor him* 
sdf in his usual manner, but said that the pain and sense of stricture were 
ia no degree relieved by the reduction of the tumor. Vomiting and 
psin continued, and his family physician, Dr. Cutler, was sent for. The 
doctor found the hernia entirely reduced ; and the eye or finger could 
discover no appearance of tmnor. Quite naturally the case was con- 
sidered as colic, with engorgement of the bowels, and was treated with 
to emetic of ipecac, and repeated doses of active purgatives and lai^e 
eoemata. There was considerable abdominal distension and tenderness, 
for the relief of which, extensive vesication had been induced by cantha- 
lides. The enemas emptied the lower bowels^ but oo cathartic opera* 
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ttOD frorn the inedicine ; nor was there ever a passage (mm the upper 
bowels till the occurrence of artificial anus jittt before the patient's 
death. The stomach rejected everytfamg (be patient swaUowed. Theie 

was a constant dvU pain and sense of stricture across the abdomen-^ 
at intervals of half an hour to two hours a severe attack of spasmodic 
pain and violent stricturej succeeded by vomitii}^ of storroraroous mat- 
ter. Tlu re was great tliirst ; thf pul-p mnged iVoni 70 to 90, regular 
and never hard : the skin about the natural tem}>pniture, except during 
the paroxysms of pain, when the extremities would become slightly livid 
and the whole surface bedewed with a cold sweat. Mind perf<^tly 
clear — and lie Irequendy expressed his conviction that the beniia was 
the continued cause of all his suffering. The attending physician and 
friends had several times suggested to him the jjossibiUty of an oj>era- 
lion, even though no tumor could be felt. He absolutely refused any 
auch overture, and adjured one of bis sons to defeud him froai the sur* 
geoa'a knife. Id this state of sufiering, literalljr pvaying for death, and 
well nigh dying, he lingered till July 3d, the eleventh day rrom the 
•eetHMce of atrangulatioii. At thb time two of bis sona arrived from 
a distaooe, and one of them (a very intelligeet clergyman, whose gen- 
tlemaoly bearing and judicious management on this trying occasioo re- 
ceived much commendation) succeeded in penoading him to allow a 
fiiU consultation on his case in reference to the expediency of an open« 
tion even at so late a day. Through the judicious and kind influence 
of the clerical son he cheerfully consented to any measures deemed best 
in the judgment of his medical advisers. Under these ciicurastances I 
saw him (July 3d) will) his attending physician and two otlier medical 
gentlemen, and several rnfulical student?. His condition was now as 
(bllows ; — Pulse 70, regular, "^oft nnd verv easily compressed. Mind 
/•a tional, but rather dull, and inclined to do7P in th(; intervals of s»'\''ie 
pam and vomiting. No hiccups that niornin^, although they !i i ; ot'- 
curred more or less every day for a week ]>asi. Skin rather r(K)i. aiui 
at knees nnd ankles slightly livid in spots, althon-ih this appearance would 
quickly disappear by friction. Moiitli dry, \sidi brown tongue, nnd 
moderate thirst for cold drinks. Vomiting, as often as once an hour, of 
whatever was swallowed, and always succeeded by more or less dark-yel- 
low sterceraceous matter. Urine Dassed freely , of tolemble good character 
and quantity. The abdomen, which had been extensively blistered, was 
moderately distended, and to the eye, or on passing the hand over its 
soHace, eihibited no apjKartmee of tumr, I then examined him in 
different positions, so as to relax the abdominal muscles, and favor die 
introduction of the finger along the track of the spermatic cord to the 
upper ring. In this way, after considerable effort and change of the 
patient's posture a tumor was distinctly felt in the abdominal cavity, with 
Its apex presenting at the upper ring. The tumor was very hard and 
exquisitely sensitive. Its existence and its diagnosis as strangulated 
bowel was immediately recognized by all the medical gentlemen present. 
We lost no time in deciding; to give the patient the only possible chanre 
by an operition. The pjjtient l)c'ing etlierized, I coninu ne^ul by an in- 
oifiion through the iotej^uments five inches in ien^tli> directly over the 
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conne of the inguinal canal. On reaching the aponeurosis of the ex- 
iMMil oblMiue musDle, and a groovied diracMr imed under, it was laid 
wen from the external to the ioteraal ring. There was now a mora 
ostiact ieeling of resistance to the tumor. The other coverings of the 
cord were quickly divided, which brought into view a dark-colmed mm 
at the internal ring, whicb proved to be the hernial sac, nearly the ctr- 
comference and twice tlie length of a hen's egg. By the kind and ju* 
dicious assistance of Drs. French and Miller, the tumor was drawn down, 
lad after cautiously opening the sac at its upper part a grooved director 
vss inserted, and with a bislooiy opened Hs whole length. Two or 
three drachms of grumous serum escaped, exposing a loop of intestine 
alxDut three and a half inches in lenirth. The intestine, for about one 
third of its leni^lh, was fimiiy attached to the lowest part or bottnni of 
the sac. Lymph was effuspd in groiit abundance, forniing the bond of 
sdhp^bn, which, with tlie intestine itself, was of the darkest inaho]D^ny 
color, and very obviously in a state of incijiient, if not actual, gangrene. 
The attachment was careluily separated with the blade and handle of 
the scalpel. The stricture, which was very hiirh aiul m liie neck of the 
hernial sac, V* as divided with a probe-poimed bistoury passed flatwise 
the finger. But very little hemorrhage attended the operation, 
intestine waa relumed into the abdomen, and two sutures secured 
dttkiwer part of the incision, the upper part being left open, with the 
dneased intestine presenting at the mtemal ring. While recovering 
hm anesthesia, the patient vomited several times and had a return S 
ihe hiccups. He took ammonia and subseqaendy morphine, and an 
caona of warm water. Two hours after the operation, while vomiting 
ttd tossing about the bed, the gangrened intestine suddenly sloughed 
away, and its contents, including a part of the enema, came gushing out 
through the artificial anus. The patient died eariy on the morning of 
the 4th, twelve hours after the operation. 

The most interesting features of this case would seem to be the con- 
cealed niiturr of the hernia and consequent obscurity in the dla?nn'?is ; 
the aliiiosi flinxiic and yet unyieldinf^ symptoms of intestinal slrangula- 
lion : the ^ood character of thf pulse, and oth«'r ireneral syniptoms co- 
existinrf with a fatally strictured bowel; and the necessaiy mferexice that 
an early operation raighl have been succesiifuL 



NOTES TAKEN FROM UBARING MH). i.ECTURES LN i'HlLADLLi'iilA. 
BY JOSSPH C0M8T0CK, 11.11., UEBAMON, COtfH. 

Dr. Rt sit. 

On BJu umntism. — When there is inmiobility and feeble pulse, vol. 
alkali may be used. Sonielinics there is only lameness, without jiain. 
Bleeding is lu-re the reuierlv. In sec^rbulic rhcuiiialisui, the remedies are 
bloodlettinfj Iflht? j)ulsc be lull, and sliiiiulants if the pulse Ui typhoid. 

RhtiunrAal^ia is lameness in all the limbs. It is sometimes an ill- 
cured rheumatism. Tincture of pokcbcrries, he lias known used with 
great advaotage. Sulphur uiuy be taken every day for months. Lisbon 
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diet-drink; or, what is bettor, decoction of the root ofMasafras. Cxter* 
nally, volaiile lioiraent, spts. turpentine, tinct. c antharides mixed wHb 
aweet oil. Plasters of mustard and vinegar. Tar, wax, and garltrk. of 
each equal parts. Sulphur in a bag worn on the part affected. Quick 
lime two parts, oatmeal one part. Blisters do no good, but barm, by 
their evacuations. He does not advise bloodletting in riieumatalgia. 
When everything else fails, the patient must live upon milk without 
bread or any other diet! Acids are to be avoided. 

On lie Doulourmi . — Dr. II. said, that this sotiictimes ceases fur days, 
weeks, and even montljs, and ihfMi recurs aunin. Ji is excited l>y mov- 
in*^ or speaking. When in the le^, it has Ulmmi excited by so >li;iht a 
cause as a i)iiH L' of jv.iper falling on the jiai t. It M)uieliines alTecis i^ouiy 
habits, and has beiMi relieved by the interposition of t;out. He uieiition- 
ed a plivsician, whose name 1 did not retain, w ho had eight cases of it 
in a short lune, and not another case for '.^7 years ; from which he sus- 
pected something in the air. Dr. Rush says, • 1 have often spoke of 
those diseases being roost violent which aifect only one system, which is 
the case with tic dbuloureux." 

Our€.^Here let medicine put on sackcloth ! Every thing has failed, 
even cutting the nerve that goes to the part. Dr. knew it cured 
by a magnet applied to the seat of pain. Issues are sometimes success- 
ful. In one case it ceased whilst the person was playing whist. For- 
midable diseases are som(>times cured by simple remedies; aschildres 
are said to be curtui of colic, by rubbing their bellies. Hence, as pow- 
erful means have failed, he recommends only such as are mild and gentle. 

N. B. — Dr. Hush does not recommend bleeding in this painful affec- 
tion, which 1 believe in mostor all olliers he does. 

Cephalk State of Fever. Phrenitis. — Dr. Porialis, says Dr. Rush, 
denies tijat the dura mater is the seat of pain. But Dr. Rush observes, 
that dilierent pans ar<^ atfected with dift'erent stimuli, and tliat the dura 
mater may be p iim (1 by distension. Phrenitis may be cau:>ed by con- 
cussion of the l>niin. also by blows and contusion. Worm*?, which pro- 
duce in tlu)>e instances no irritation in the stomach or bowels, sometimes 
produce phi en i lis. 

Fhrenitis iSotlm, is when there is no inflammation, but distension only. 
Dissections have ^hown water in the brain, or ilio parts bony. Some- 
times, liowever, nuihinii; morbid is discovered in the brain ; the disease, 
in that case, transcending inflammation. Persons who talk or walk in 
their sleep never remember their dreams. Delirium is relieved by the 
entrance of a friend or physician, phrenitis is not. 

Rcmdies.'^lsiy Bleeding. A case was mentbned in which a man 
was bled twelve ounces every day for 20 days I The hair should be 
shaved off. The ankles and wrists shoidd be blistered. Laudanum 
should be given to moderate the dis(*ase, but not to produce sleep. A 
salivation should always be resorted to in chronic cases. If it arise from 
evacuations suppressed, they should be restored. If from repelled eiup- 
tionn, these should be broui'tit back. 

Mania, is phrenitis without fever. Sometimes it is symptomatic, and 
ati^ts persons in lieu of intermittent fever, lasting as long as the parox- 
ysm, and ceasing like it with a. sweat. The people of the Commuoe 
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Vallois bad epidenaio madaets. Persons were mentioned wbo went mad 

by seeing the Andromeda of Euripides acted. Dr. Rush, however, 
thought this only an exciting cause, and that iatermitteat fever or some 
other disease laid its foundation. 

Dr. Co5UE, Prof, of Chemistry, said that nitrous acid made to act 
upon oil of amber, and afterwards dissdved, resembles musk, and is used 
io pertussis. 

Oxij-mufuite of 'potash sets sugar and i^im arabic on fire. Tbe lat- 

burns with a most beauiilul dame. Phosphorus was exhibited, burn- 
ing in oxy -muriatic gas, to prove that oxygen was unnecessary lo com- 
bt^tion. It was, however, done in an open vessel. 

0B. Chapman, Prof, of Materia Medica, Feb. 1, 1816. 

Oh Mercury, — Mr. Abemethy revived mercurial fumigatioo, wliieb 
excites salivation sooner than aoj other method. Mr. Pearson, of tbe 
Lock Hospital, d}sapprov;es of tbe practice. Ad instrument was exbi- 
biied ibr fumigating the fauces with ciimabar. Red oxyde of mercury, 
to doses of one L^'rain, was used by John Hunter. R. White precipitate, 
grs. XV.; sal. nitre, 5 ss. ; sulphur, 5j.; bog's lard, §ij. This formula 
has been used in this city Ibr half a century, with great success in the 
euie of all eruptions. If corrosive sublimate is given internally, com- 
meace with l-8th or l-6tb of a grain, up to l*4th. The quantity given 
io a day must not exceed one sp-ain. It docs not excite salivation in 
many instances. It is llie hasis of quack remedies for the cure of 
svphili.s, which they deny to contam any mercury. Tlie article is re- 
markably easy to fh-uuise. Even when mixed with molasses, it is said 
by Dr. Kuhn to be uiiiK)ssible to detect by tbe usual chemical tests I 

Dr. Coxe, Prof, of Chemistry. 

Muriatic Acid is obtuintd in the form of gas at first. It has not been 
proved to contain oxygen. Water impregnated wiih this gas is the mu- 
iiaiic ac id of the shops. After obtaining muriatic acid Ironi sea salt by 
means of sulphuric acid, tbe residuum is sulphate of soda. Muriatic acid 
may be considered as having liydrogen for it$ basis. Its beui| so dmihur 
tti oxygen itself, is the reason it cannot be decomposed. This js Mr. Da- 
vy's opinion. 

Oxygenated Muriaiie Add is totally unfit for lespintion, and pro- 
doced a rapid consumption in a professor who bad the temerity to breathe 
it In Dr. Coxe, wbo inhaled tt, it produced pneumonic inflammation^ 
dosure of tlie glottis, and an illness with great expectoration. He was 
obliged to lose thirty ounces of blood. One eighth common salt, three 
jiuts manganese, with vitriolic acid poured on, is one method of obtain- 
ing this gas. Charcoal, finely powdered, as well as some of tbe metals, 
are inflamed by it. The same smell, Dr. C. mentions, arises from bath- 
ins; in the sea, as from the smell of tliis gas. And he throws out the 
conjecture that this may arise from the decomposition of sea-water by 
the body. Orro^ive sublimate is a salt witiiout any water. This was 
said by the rrolei^or. [But I inquire, from wlience, llien, has it its trans- 
parency ? j The base of muriatic acid is miknovvn, it never havintr been 
decomposed. Sodium and oxy-aiunatic acid co»nbined, are suppuaed lo 
^ffl common salt. 

5* 
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CAACmOMATOUS OI8£A8fi OF TH£ KMEfi-lOINT. 
To the Editor of the Botton Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Sir, — I herewith conutmnicaic for the Journal the details of an iniefest- 
inff case of disease of the knee-juint — in amputation for which 1 was 
called 10 assist Drs. Gran and Higginson, of BraiLlcboio", Vt. The 
accompanying account was drawn up by Dr. Higginson, after nuQUle 
jiiTeslintioo of the case, m which we were Teiy materitliy aided by a 
yaluable micioacope belon^iiig to Dr. Giaa. 

Your obedient servaDty Geo. B. Losom. 

BoiUm, Aug, 10, 1851. 

Joseph Czrenncr, ai^ed 28, a Magyar by birth, held the rank of major 
in the Huni^arian army of insurrt^ction. In January, 1849, while on 
horseback, he was struck on the inner side of the left knee by a piece of 
shell which had exploded near him. lliough the blow was severe, he 
was not Ibieed to }ea?e his saddle, nor did be snffer irom it for any lenedi 
of time. While bathing, m July, of the same year, the left foot swelled 
and became very pamfol, hot both pain and swelluig went off in the 
evenrag of the same day. He was, howem, unwell afterwards, and 
resorted to the mineral baths of Mebadia, in Hungary, with advantage, 
in the latterpart of August, he, with the corps to which he belonged, 
retired into Turkey, where he remained fourteen weeks, restrained m bis 
motions by the surveillance of the Turkish government, encamped most 
of the time on damp ground, or else in prison, with bad and insufficient 
food. At about the end of November he escaped into Hungary, to 
Pesth, his native town, but was soon arrested by the Austrian authorities 
and nf^^nin imprisoned, A^rnin h(; cscaprd, tbrouL'h the connivance of a 
medical attendant, being provided with a passport made out for another, 
the pei-sonal description in wliich answered for him. He now made his 
way through Germany to Hambnr?, where he arriveii on the IGlli of 
Febniary, 1850. He had no lameness while on this journey. But he 
fell on the pavement in Hamburg a few days after he arrived, striking 
the left knee, which bad al:50 been struck with violence in the munih of 
January agamst the edge of a chair. Tain in the knee came on directly, 
Iblkywed swelling, from neither of which has he been free since. For 
this trouble he came under medical care, uid was attended hj three phy- 
aksiam fer at weeks without mateiiai benefit. He remained m Hamburg 
till the month of August, when, on the advance of Austrian troops into 
Qmaany, it was thought advisable that he, with other Hungarian refit- 
Ipees, should leave the country. He aocordmgty sailed for New York, 
where he arrived on the 16th September last, accompanied by his wife^ 
to whom he was married in Hamburg. Hb disease, mean while, was 
advancing. While on the voyage he was able to walk, touching the left 
foot on the deck. But some weeks beibre arriving he had a fall, striking 
the left knee airatn, whrch swelled more rapidly afterwards, SO that on 
reaching JNew York he was obliged to use a crutcli. 

On the 23d January, 1851, he entered the City Hospital, New York, 
where he came under the care of Dr. Buck. Here, ne says, amputa- 
tion was advised. Some irieods, however^ urged his trying the water 
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cure, and he accordingly came to ilie Brattleboro' water-cure establish- 
ment near the first of April. The disease still steadily increased, and 
ius suiiering also, so that iVom early in June he was confined to his bed. 

On the 28th ol July, he was removed from the water-cure to a neigh- 
boring bouse, where he came under the care of Dr. Gran, late of Ger- 
many, at whose request 1 saw him on the 31st. He had the dark sallow 
complexion said to belong to his race, with black eyes, hair and beard. 
He was thin iiid pale, with ao expression of adfermg on his lace is he 
lay still ; yet when cheenngly spoken to, his oomilenanoe was lighted 
with an ammated smile. The pulse was 84» of some Ibice end ▼obme. 
He lay upon his hack, with the left leg slightly hcnt at the knee and 
fused upoQ a pHlow. The swelling began very ahraptly at ahout one 
6Ah of the length of the thigh above the knee. It leaohed its maxiniiim 
at a little above tlie patella, the circumference here being 19 2-3 inches. 
Tliis size it held down to the insertion of the ligament of the patella into 
the tibia, whence it tapered off to the ankle. The circomfeienee of the 
xxind knee was 12 1-2 inches. The integuments were tense and red 
orer the whole knee and leg, the blue lines of the veins being strongly 
marked over the latter. On the inner and anterior part of the knee, just 
above the line of the patella, was a spot of about two inches in diaroe- 
ler, of a dark livid hue, elevated above the surrounding surface, where, 
fn the touch, there was yielding, as of a soft pulpy substrince beneath 
Uic >kin, without distinct fluctuaiion, while the rest of the knee's surface 
was firm, and ia soidc [)oints hard to tiie touch, as if bone were under- 
neath. In the centre of this soU prominence an incision liad bet-n made 
about tea days before, at the water-cure house. Blood only had es- 
caped, and that in some quantity. Granulations of a not unhealthy look 
wars now appaient tt the place of incision. These bled at the slightest 
toueh. The swelUng below the knee hid come on chiefly within the 
hst month or m wens ; and the Hvid spot, above desenbed, made itt 
appeamnee, he says, still hiter. The pain had become much faaider of 
mbf bemg most acute at a point near the livid elevation, and running 
ibfloce down the leg to the ankle, where was another point of intense 
psin at tim^. The pain, though unequal in severity, had been without 
ntamiission, keepkig bim awake many whole nights while at the water* 
core. Since his removal he had taken one third of a grain of sulphate 
of morphine nightly, and had slept pretty well. His appetite had been 
slight, his fond con«i«!t!ng chiefly of fruit and ice?;. Within a few days 
be had taken some broth. He showed courage and a hopeful spirit, with 
great power of endurance. 

The appearance of the parts, with the dark elevation frotn which, on 
incision, only !)!cku1 escaped, wlnle llie granulations there still continued 
lo bleed, taken w ith the history of tlie disease, sugg^ted the idea of 
fiintriTS hacmaioiles. Without mnking a decided diagnosis, I agreed with 
Dr. Gran jn thinking that the [iresent conciilion of the patient, viewed 
ia connection with the past, poiiiied lo amputation as llie only means of 
«viog his life. 

On Satofdajr, August Sid, diepatient having mean while had two good 
sleep, the operadon was peffiraed by Dr. Gnn, in presence of 
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Dr. Arms, of this place ; Dr. Lorinf, kte of the Chebea Marine Hos- 
pital ; Dr. Bemis, of Dummerston, and myself. Chloroform was adminis- 
tered by Dr. Farwell, dentist, and the patient was soon under its inflti- 
fluence. The integuments were divided about two inches above the 
commencement of the swelhng, and the hme at about its middle, an 
ample covering for its extremity beinii^ thus obtained. Five arteries 
were tied, and liie alter heniorrliage w slight, tiiough during the cut- 
ting it was vri y large, j)nnci|)ally \ t iious. The pulse ceased at the 
wrist as soon ahnost as llie operation began, and for a lew monu nt^ the 
patient looked as if he would not go thr(Hii;h jl ; but with uiiiinoiiia to 
the nostrils, and, as suuii as lie could allow , brandy, he levived, vomiting 
previously very freely.* In the course of an hour he appeared pretty 
««U. lie took bmndy aod water occasbnally throogh the day, wim 
aofiie broth ; had a good night's deep, without opiate ; appeareii better 
the nest day, and has gone on improvbg up to this time, no opiate being 
needed, the boweb being moved daily, and the appetite beoomin? ^ood. 
The pulse was 100 the afteraoon after the opmtioo ; toHlay (4tb inst.) 
88. He complained of pain in the amputated knee and ankle for two 
days after the operation ; since then, it has been very slight roost of the 
time. An incision was made into the amputated limb along the foro 
and inner side of the knee, and through the puncture which had been 
made in the dark-colored soft elevation, down to the insertion of the 
ligament of the patella. The muscular substance thus divided had for 
the mc^t part a color and consistence not unsound. At the edge of the 
dark spot before described, the knile passed into a mass of the con- 
sistence of brain, of a mottled color between that of muscle and adi- 
pose matter. The diameter of this mass ju^t below the integuments was 
a little over two inches, and its limits hcic were well defined lowiirds the 
surface by a tliin membranous enviilupc, which, however, souii disap- 
peared as llie subbUace approached the bone, wliere it occupied a much 
larger space. The finger, passed through this medullary mass towards 
the joint, came in contact with carious bone. The whole toiDt being 
kud open, was found completely disoi^anized. The condyles of the 
femur were gone, with a portion of the shaft of the bone on the inner 
skle, where also, above the limit of the canes, there was a square inck 
of the peiiosteum gone. The spongy portion in the centre of the bone 
was destroyed farther than the outer layers. Two pieces of cartilage, 
with bony particles attached to their upper surfaces, lay loose below the 
femur, evidently the remains of the articulating surfaces of the two con* 
dyles. Of the patella, the upper third with its synovial caitilRge was al* 
most entire, the caries having gone behind tliis, leaving an edge of car- 
tilage extending lower than the bone, while for the other two thirds 
only a thin outer shell remained, preserving the shape of the joint. Of 
the tibia, that part of its head, which corresj>onds to the outer condyle, 
was UQiouched. as was its semilunar cartilage. On the other portion 
caries had scooped out of the synovial end a hollow, reaching from the 
front to the back of the bone, an inch or more in width, and of like 

* TbedeprewtoBwaap Iihiiik.iliedlbelof ihe eUoralbrm. AbatilUiodiwfaMwmiiMil oa 
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depth, leaving only about a line's breadth of synovial surface on the 
inside of the joint. There was no trace of the senjilunar cartilage here. 
The ligaments had all disappeared, and the region of the joint was 
filled with the mottled pulpy mass mixed with hony j)artick9. The end 
of the upper and outer process of the fibula was lor a quarter of an 
inch affected with caries. On cutting away the gastrocneroii and soleus, 
a laige deposit of the diseased product was found between these mus- 
cles and the bone, confined in no distinct sac, though its outline was 
well marked ; apparently communicating with the mass in the joint. 
There was no caries of the bone here, and the muscles retained their na- 
tural color and texture. 

The disease here presented was medullary sarcoma. While its rava- 
Cps throu rollout the joint showed that it had been at work there for a 
long lim«, the external manifestation of it, in the dark s<*mi-lkictualinn; 
mass pointing aljove the knee, had occurred, as the patient snid. wiihin 
a fnonth or iiltl<» over. As to the pi-eri?e point of its origin, each mi'^ht 
ropjt'Cture for hiin-i if. That it had lonij bren incurable, there could be 
no doubt, l ilt le was of course no resource but in amputation. Whe- 
ther the constitution be so far affected that the disease will re-appear, 
lime alone can show. The patient's present condition and appearance 
are as encouraging as possible.* He says that his constitution was na- 
tomlly good. Both parents were, at his last accounts, living and in 
health. 

Dr. Gran b inclined to regard the blow from the shell in January, 
1649, as the exciting cause of the disease. The parent's lotig u[)pa- 
leat freedom ftom any local ill consequence makes roe doubt it. 

At Dr. Gran's request, and in consequence of his inesperience in 
writing in English, I have drawn up the foregoing account. But for the 
leascn given, a better narrative would have come iirom him. 

BrattUboro\ Vu^ Aug. 4M, 1851. Francis J. Higoinsoh. 



IteOtCINAL INHALATIONS. 

[CommnniCAtcd for the Boaloo M«i«iicaJ and Hurgieal Jonrna).] 

Dfar Siit|— I read, some time ago, an article in the Boston Medical 
and Surgical .Journal, on the inhalation of solid medicines and vapore, 
in the treatment ofkniii; diseases, by Win. M, Cornell, M.D., of B{>«?ton. 
The autlior gives a good history of this practice, and writes a good arti- 
cle. But he speaks of the practice as bis own sn<rnestion, or at least 
as fhoiiob he wa?; the first to revive it, or brin'i it, in an itnproved form, 
l^'fon' the proie^sion. As this impression is xnnewbat general, as far as 
the practice is knoun.I write for the purpos*' of elaiininfij priority of all 
othet^, writing U})oii \\m subject in detail, and i,o far as yet appears in 
print, of using it in pracliee. Three years ago, 1 used niyself, and pre- 
tRiibed for othecs, inhalation of several didi;rent medicines in the form of 
<hy powder. I have been successful in curing bronchitis and severe 



* Tbe piasters were removed aucJ ilic wouod re-drcssed on Ihe 9lh iust It looked xery well. 
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cases of bleeding from tin* iungs, in this way. In 1849, April 17th, I 
read a j^ajx-r on this subject before the Medical Society of Rochester ; and 
in June, lo ll), I published an article on the subject in the Buffalo 
Medical Journal, and in July another. I have been in the habit of 
usiiifif medicines tn this way with good results since. 

While in Europe, last winter, I learned this practice bad not been 
adopted. M. Piorr^, in Paris, pronounced it dangerous, and refused to 
try It at my suggestion. I have since learned that a London physician 
has written on the subject, and claims to be the originator of the practice. 
I may be in error by nr<iny years, as to the priority of my article; 
but if I am, 1 cheerfully yield the credit to whomaoever it belongs. As 
yet, however, I shall claim it, until better claims are established. 

Deeminis: it the duty of erery one who can contribute a new idea or 
make available an old one, I have given my views to the profession, to 
l>e correrted or adopted as they think proper. I should also be happy 
to communicate some ca*es to you fnr publication in your valuable 
Journal, if you would honor me wlili a small space.* Will you please 
give this letter an insertion, and obiiire Yours respectfully, 

JtochesUr, K F., Aug. 1801. M. M. Rodgsrs, 1V1.D. 



MONUMENT TO DR. JENNER. 
To tlU Editor of tke Botton Medical and Surgical Journal* 

SiBi^In your Journal of the 27th a notice is taken of the proposed 
monument to Dr. Jenner, and a wish b suggested that it might be 
erected in one of our own cities. Some considentkm may periiap 
change this wish. There is not, indeed, any objection to a monument lo 

this city, if its inhabitants, or those of the State, would furnish adequate 
liinds. But the same reasons would lead to the erection of a like mono* 
ment in every city in the United States ; and, indeed, in every city in 
the world. And after all, the purpose would not be answered. 

Dr. Jenner conferred a blessmg on all countries and on all generations, 
from the time of his discovery. It seem*? proper and desirable that tJie 
peo|)lc of all rivilizf'H countries siinuld unite in the erection of a suitable 
and permanent monument in honor of him. And in respect to the 
place for its erection, there cannot be any hesitation. The place should 
surely be the meiropoli'^ of Dr. Jenner*s own country. T>ot us not envy 
the country nf our foiilaliiers for the distinction it acquires in tliis n^pect, 
but bless it for all the L'ood we have derived from it ; and in the sjiirit 
of gratitude, not of rivalry, let us try to coniributc our share fur tJie ad- 
vancement of the great cause of humanity. A. B. 

BotUm^ Augatt 28, 1851. 

• Brief reports ( f ilic cri-os rolVrr. *! to l»\ Dr. R. will be arreplnble. We am ioeKflfd lA lUbk 
that neither of the geuUemcu cau claim to tie an onsrin itor of ihc plan of treatment in qoestion. 
On pa^e 208. V«l. II , of the B<wloo Medteal Tntelliffonpcr, I8?4. mav be fornirf an arcount of 
Dr. P. P. Af \ (!>Ilrt(.ir< iriotle of practising inbalatirni Dr M. leclurcd on ibc Mif ii cl. tiial (. ?.r. 
in Boiion, aiiU on hts return to Europe leA with Dr. James Jackson an inbater, wiib iasinictioo* as 
to lha iMHlMd ha Ind fiNind bcftt Ibr iwof it Varioot powdcn wan racoaaHMndad.-— Ed. 
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THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON, SEPTEMBER 3, I8«l« 



Sinks, Deaths and Marriages in Massachusetts, — ^In this Coromoo- 
veejtb, a certaio class of staiiaties ore assutning a reliable character. 
The eighth report to the Legislature, relating to the registry and returns 
of marriages, births and deaths, from May 1, 1848, to January 1, 1850, is 

I document of fi^mres, which but very few men have the qualifications to 
cnn5!fnict. or the pMiiL-m e diligently to read and ^itt nut the errors. Dr. 
JoM ih Curtis, of B )slon, under the dircciioti of ihc Secretary of State, 
Etas .^yaieinaiized the town returns on this subject, and out of this mass 
of nateriala he has produced a book of 130 octairo pages, that will com- 
para favorably with any similar report in this or other coootries. Of 
the importaoce of this registration, in after times, when these United 
States bare become old, and land-titles, the inheritance of property, and 
relationships, may be more essential than at the present moment, as evi- 
dcD'O, no doubts can be entcTlaiiied. ll (^rraurvini^^. therefore, lo pcr- 
r^iVL' that efiorl is constantly aialiui}^ lo iinjjrove these reports. Dr. Cur- 
tis lias introduced new mailer. After worLmg ihrough the tables, there 
is something to read ; and it is that which Dr. C. has added, which is 
«otitled to the reader's special thanks. 

Twenty months are embraced in the report, during which there were 
registered in the State, 3S,313 births, 10,951 marriages, and 30,595 . 
'ieaihs. Wi'liin iIk; live la.^t years, the foreic'ft population of Boston has 
in.-f'.'ased 70.1JU per tent., wiiilt' the native pripn laiion durinir the same 
period has decreased 2.27 per cent. Of the 63, 1M«5 forciLrners in Boston, 
52,923 are from Ireland j 2,606 from Germany, and 1,877 from other 
ceantries. We further learn from this publication, that there are in Boa- 
ton 12,143 children of natives, and 12.132 of foreign parentage. There 
ire 6,644 more females than males in the city. 

Wiihin the twenty monihs, marriages were contracted by persons from 
13 year:? of to 91. Several fomnles were married at 13. The 
TouniTMSi male was 16. A widow of 1"^ married a secorxl husband — and 
one ol .39 married a fifth husband, ()iie n«an of 36, and anotfior of 45, 
married a fourih time. Calvin Kilborn, of Princeton, 91, married Mrs. 
Susan Saunders, 70. Among females in Mas.sachuselts, says Dr. Curtis, 
Ibe chances, at the age of 20, that this interesting event will ever occurt 
are aboot I to 4 ; that is — when a female arrives at 20, and is unmarried, 
one quarter of the probabilities she will be married are gone! If she 
parses to 25, unmarried, nearly three quarters of her probabilitir?: arc lost, 
if «he continue single up to 30, she has passed nine tenths of her chances 
lor ever becoming a wife. 

In the last five years and eight rnonib.^, there were in Massachusetts 
144M)9 deaths by consumption. Of these, S4o3 were females, and 5756 
inales. 

Dr. Curtis next treats of the laws of health, the influence of occupation 
opon the condition of individuals, and the laws of mortality, which sub- 
jects are very ably treated. 11,' does himself much credit in this research, i 
and we are glad that the Secretary has had the magnanimity, in the pre* 
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fnr«>. to apprise the General Court to whom we are all indebted for this 
able anulys>i». 



University of Michigan. — Such are the energies of the people of the 
West, that they are not content to copy the institutions of the older sec- 
tions of the cuiii)tr\\ In regard to medical instruction* a gentleman luiiy 
have the beneHi of as many courses of lectures as he choo-' at the Uni- 

Ter5«ity of Michij^an, without money and without price. When another 
western collffrc promulcated the f^ame crpnerous system, two yvnrs sinre, 
it was thought that a faculty uouM iu»i t ontentedlv lahor for iiioiiths in 
succession wiiliout compensation. And besides, the niedjcul deparUiitnls 
of other colleges and universities very naturally remonstrated against the 
adoption of a plan which, it was thought, might seduce awny students 
from all the cardinal points, and consequently do irreparable injury to the 
able and Iong*established teachers. Neither the one ihin^ nor the other has 
taken place. The fact is beginnin:^ to be acknnwit di^cd that the plobe is 
quite larsrc enough to hold several more schools, without materially crip- 
plinir or ilesiroving' any one alrendy e*^t?\hlished. Now comes the circu- 
lar irom the new University profesjiurs*, iu Michigan, declaring, in that of- 
ficial notification, that the^, too, have no fees. The law provides that 
the instruction given in this department of the University, as in all others, 
shall be gratuitous — ^the proA s^^ors being paid from the munificent fund 
provided by the State of Michigan for this purpose. Even a small ma- 
triculating ticket does not go into the pockets of the faculty, but must be 
laid out for the increase of the library, museum, and other means of iU 
lustration. The Legislature has sufficiently euardt'd the honor and re- 
putuiiiuj of thu University, so that second-rate men will rartly £ret the 
reins within their grasp. Political favoritism is the only avenue ihruush 
which an unqualified teacher can seat himself in a chair, but since public 
sentiment in this blessed country is more potent than military force, there 
is nothing to apprehend in the long run. 



Mfdical Society of Georgia.-^a Ajiril the profession of Georgia held 
thf'ir second annual Slate meeting:, which was spirited, and characterized 
throu-^hout hy a U\-j,\\ sense of the dignity and im|K>rtance of their de- 
iiberalions. Kicliard D. Arnold, M.D., of Savannah, was elerli d presi- 
dent. Commaiees were appointed to report on each ol the fulluvving sub- 
jects, VIZ., medicine, surgery, obstetrics, hygiene, and indigenous botany. 
Some stringent rules were proposed to keep the Fellows of the Society 
from violating ile ir own regulations. After the transaction of some other 
local business. Dr. Campbell, the President, delivered an address on the 
" RtMMproral duty of the physician and the public towards each other." 
It is an at)le, instructive, and well-timed paper. If ii were possible to in- 
duce the people iTerierally to read it, many of lliein would be convinred 
that they have been grossly ill treating those to vvliom they are greatly in- 
debted, by encouraging quacks and knaves who assume to be physicians. 
We are glad to find such ivriters in our ranks. Notwithstanding the 
radicalism, empiricism and apostacies of some who might ha?e been cor« 
Der stones in the edifice, medical science is still well sustained by a body 
learned and able men. 
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Medical School of Nashville, Te?in. — This is a new enterprise, well organ- 
ized, the Faculty embracing seven professors, who carry weight of cha- 
racter with them. The first coarse of lectures will commence on the first 

Montlny of November, under excellent auspices. 
"The Trustors of the University gave to the department a spacious 

buildings on ColltLro Hill, top^eiher with amplo grnnnds, for the term of 
twfMit\ -two YP^r«, whi< h they sf^rtirpd by lease. Tliis is the east wing 
of the in''di( :il ilcpartrntMil — froiitinf: on Mnrkot strocl 76 feet, and towards 
the city 4o^ ftei. It is three jJlories higli, wilii an attic, affording ample 
accommodations for dissecting rooms, museum, library, laboratory and 
professors* rooms. To this a centre building is attached, containing 
two spacious lecture rooms, 50 feet square, capable each of sealing 500 
students. The lower room is 19 feet high, and will be occupied by 
the Professor of Chemistry, and temporarify by the ProA ^^j^ors of Theory 
and Prnctice and Materia Medica. The upper room is 23 fert iiif^h, and 
octagonal in the arrangement of the scats. In this the Prore:ssors of 
Anatomy, Snrpferv and Ohpt«'trit'.s will lecture. The student? enter the 
lecture rooms by two flights of siairsj in a hall 14 by 20 led, iiontjiig 
College street. 

" The west wing^ to be added hereafter, will contain the general lecture 
room, a dispensary, clinic, and janitor's apartments. It will front 76 feet 
OB College street and 45} towards the city — making the total iioDt towards 
the city 141 feet." 



Selling Medicinet without Prescriptions. — ^Deplorable accidents are of 
frequent occurrence all over the United States, growing out of the willing* 
ness or custom of apothecaries to sell any medicine that may be called for 

by persons who nre entire strangers to them. The papers relate a ease 
in point. Patrick Fitzsinnmnns. of Boston, being indisposed, it seems to 
have been the opinion of the liousehold that an emetic was required. This 
is the way that a family coiisultation is sometimes conducted, and, without 
a knowledge of the disease or the appropriate remedies, something is sent 
lor which must be taken. The physician is not called till the economical 
&fDily treatment has aggravated all the symptoms, and destroyetl the 
chance for throwing off the malady, as might have been done earlier un- 
der judicious advice. A dose of ipecac, in this case, was procured by a 
wnmnn, but, strange to relate, instead of making Fitzsimtnons bette r. !ie 
died. When a physician was called for, in the alnrm, he informed the (iiimly 
that it was too lute, and nothin^^ could he done to suve iiiin. Next, a yny 
of iuquest was summoned, and this is the verdict: — " That Patrick Fiiz- 
simmons came to his death at his residence, from congestion and rupture 
of the bloodvessels of the lungs, induced from an emetic of ipecac, incau- 
tiously administered by the wife, and without consulting a physician.** 
This was based, it is presumed, on the testimony of Dr. Salter, of Stani- 
ford street, a discreet, jiidirious practitioner. We were much struck with 
the account of his ol)servation8, as reported, that it was the injudicious ad- 
minislration of an emptic without the advice of a physician. We trust 
iliai these words will lung ring in the ears of apothecaries, till they utterly 
refuse to put up medicines that are called for and intended to be taken by 
dwse who are totally ignorant of their potency. Ten grains of ipecac, 
isa harmless matter under ordinary circumstances ; but there may be a 
eonditioa of the system that would deter a medical adviser from givin|^ 
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dosed out by those who imagine they understand the power of simple 
medicinal articles. We coatend, therefore, that it is better to act on the 
safe side, for human life is precious, in Boston, the druggists and dis- 
pensmg apothecaries are iu general very excellent, well-informed men, 
who bave a scientific knowled^ of their profeMioa. Bw adopting om 
new rale, that no medicioes nail go out of their eolaolithiBMnils to bo 
taken witkout the advice and cognizance of a physiciaOy thej will place 
the coouminity ander fortber ohligatioos to them* 



Medical Coroners. — Over and over again, the propriety of having all 
eonmeta medical meiit has been urged upon the appointing powers ; boi 
the presainption is that they hate too moch basSness with the living*, to 
interfere with old established errors that only concern the dead. In £ng« 

land, the functions of a coroner are discharged with ability, by persons of 
the best medical preparation for understanding both the laws of the land 
and those gorernin<j oriranized beini^i's. In France, too, and over the con- 
tinent generally, to put any other than a physician into that office, would be 
considered ab^iaiulety ab:»urd, and an ia&ult to the people. But how is it 
in oar country, the boasted seat of inlelligenoe f nardly a coroner among 
us belongs to the medical profession, in the first place, only one« in a 
town or city, is at all necessary, and he should be centrally located. The 
city of London has but a single coroner, Mr. Wakley, the ^^nrgeon; 
and Westminster another; and yet they have a population o{ 2.400,000. 
In Paris, every dead body found, is removed to the dead house, where the 
coroner calls an inquest, lii i>o;>lor!, its 130,000 inhabitants have three 
coroners apportioned to theui. A &implilicutiou of this unnecessarily coru- 
plicated system of rival coronent« where only one, a gentleman of scieoti- 
fic attainments, is required, would be not only economical, but satis&ctory, 
as the truth, in regard to the causes of death under circumstances of ana- 
piciout would be more certainly obtained. 



MeHad demulfy.— With the return of the lecture season, it should be 
a subject of earnest solicitude in our medical schools to improve the 
course s on chemistry. They are essential, yet often the most neglected. 
The faculties of these institutions seem too generally to undermlue 

thai department. Perhaps this may in i^ome measure be due to the secotul- 
rale men wlio not iiiifr>.fjueniiy conduct that branch. What ha^ become 
of all the eiithu.siasni that us'^d to bo felt for medical chf^mislry ? This 
is not the first occaa^ion ihui ha:> been sought for rou^nig the public senti- 
ment in regard to a branch that has been sinking for years, from an elevated 
position in schools of medicine, till it is almost forgotten. Energetic men 
should be put into the drowsy « hairs, in the hope that we might soon 
have many to be proud of as chemists, and that there might a revivi* 
ficaiion and reorganization of the dying out chemical character of the 
country. 



Female Medical CoUeires. — Qtiite a new phase in the history of nnedi* 
CHie, IS coniin£r over d»niiocratic country. Females are ambitious lo 
dabbic in nunljcine, as in other matters, with a view lo reorganizing^ 
society. If liiey would manage the instituiiQii;i which are osleaai>bly tbeix 
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M OM tqglit to ohfiol ; kit, ipUlt tbese pm olT tmder their Mme, 
a few of the other sex regulate all the baeittees, pocket all the oumey, wtA 
Ingh at their own success. In the mean time, the TBiiity of the poor 

dnf>e>! is C!^ratifip<} hy beinpf tnld that thpv nr(» doinir n great worlr, that 
rt IS a heavenly calling tn he a doctress. and ihiu :i rt'volation will speedily 
(hnnire ihi? ??ociaI a?pect of .socipty, and place ihem where by nature, grace, 
uid a iiipioiua, they were designed u> tigure, with a healing balm for every 



Sartis Wax Preparations. — li will be seen, in our advertising columns, 
that Signer Sarli's relebrnted collection of wax fio^ures, which was noticed 
io this Journal for July 17, 1850, is to be sold in New York, at auction. 
The ibUewing notice, mm the New York Medical Gazette, expreeees en 
«|MDOB reepeetiaff the collcetion which we meet eheerfutly eedoree. 

The leatentM death of Signor Sarti hae ftrooffht hie celebrated col- 
iectioQ of wax preparttioae Into the market ; end thet echool whieh ehell 
be fortunate enou^yh to possess itself of these treasures, would become an 
object of envy and attraction, for nothing approaching to them in accuracy 
tod perfection has ever before reached thi> rountry. For teaching Anato- 
ny. Physiology, and Pathology, they would be inTaluable. They are 
verthy of the great Florentine school, at which they were prepared from 
Miiue in the highest style of art.** 



Self-acting Blote-pipe. — Mr. James Lewis, 15 Howard street, Boston, 
an ingenious mechanical dentist, has invented a self-acting blow-pipe that 
caaaot fail of being taken in hand by the chemists and jewellers, even 
dMmld it not reeeive the sanction of hie own profession* The flame is 
intensely hot, is carried to a needle-point, or spread into a fan of fire, as 
my be required, ty taming a thumb-ecrew. 



The Census of 1851. — The total population of England. Wales, and 
Scotland, includine^ the Channel Ijlands, amouoicd, on liie liUl of March, 
1651, to 20.919,531 persons; of whom 10,184,687 were male, and 10,- 
734344 were female. The population of London amounted to 2,363,141 
pnioos; of whom 1,104.366 were males, and 14^*786 were females* 
The most remarkable fact in the return is the great proportionate increase 
in 'he number of females. In 1841, there were 493.303 more females 
!n:m males in Great Britain. In 1851. th^ excess is 5,50,157. Tn 1S41, 
i!4e excess of females in London was 124,307. In lS5i, it is 154,429. — 
Lmdon Med. Gaz, 



Pririhsres of Veterinary Si/rgroTis. — Lord Beaumont has laid on the 
litle of the House of Lorih a bill, which has just been printed, to exempt 
Telerinary surgeons, and professors and teachers of veterinary colleges and 
tebools, from serving on juriee and in other offices. It seems that, under 
1^ letters patent granted to the college, ▼eterinary surgeons are compelled 
to serve on juries, and to discharge county and parochial duties; and it is 
ifaelared that snch service is *' highly detrimental to the interests of their 
profwion, and verv injurious to the proprietors of horses, catHe, and other 
tiooaesticated animals." Therefore it is proposed that they, the professors 
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of the veteriDary art, sfaoutd be exempted from all saeli duties by the pass- 
ing of the present roeasare. — R, 



Na?itucket Knockings. — It has been urged lhat ibe new insane hospiial 
for Massachusetts shoiiid be located on the island of Nan iuckei» because its 
inhabiiants seem to be turaing lunatics en mane. The spiritual knockings 
hare greatly disturbed their usual equanimity. It is ao eighth wonder 
that discreet, close thinking and brave people, who can control the 
whales in the South Pacific, should be thus duped, or even permit a sense- 
less woman to practise her imposition? on the island. A blowinfr up of the 
excellent and staunch steamboat that plies between there and \cw Bod- 
ford, was predicted by a spiriuiol knocker a short lime since, and inanv 
simpletons dare not now take passage in her. Dr. C. F. Winslow, of thai 
place, has given the deluded dunces a very tolerable drubbing in the In- 
quirer newspaper. He attempts to reason with them, but we fear to no 
purpose. The delusion is strong; and there are leading ones among thein 
who perform the witchcraft, and make the spirits move acoordiog to the 
cash received. 



Accoucheur^s Chair. — The following is an extract of a b^t^r from Dr. W. 
S. Todd, of Angelica, N. Y. It relates to an inveniion by Dr. N. W. 
Smith, of North Amherst, Mass., which was more psrttcularly described 
in the number of this Journal for Oct. 17th, 1849. The letter is dated 
Angelica, June 26th, 1851. 

*• Dbar Sir, — I take much pleasure in briefly stating to vou my exalted 
opinion of the merits of the Ladies' Solace, or Obstetrical Chair, which you 
have invented and offered in the public. I find, Sir, lhat it is jM>t the 
thine* in ail cases of natural, and what may be deemed comfortable, con- 
lincnient ; but still more appropriate in unnatural and protrncied deliv.-rit a. 
Its principle, I perceive, is such, that the patient may have any incljiiauon 
of body or limb, from a horiaonial to a perpendicular; and what I deem 
the most beautiful of all, is the ease and simplicity with which the chair 
can be operated, and all done while the patient remains quiet upon it. 
Then, again, its running upon castors, and the facility of folding ana pack* 
ing, render it easy to be carried from place to place. There are roany 
other convenieaces about it, of which I have not time to speak. 

Respectfully yours, W. S. ToDj>." 



Medical Miscellany. — Dr. M. J. Bailey has been re-instated in the office 
of Drug Inspector for the port of New York. — The late violent tornudo in 
the immediate vicinity of this city, was one of the most remarkable phe- 
nomena of the kind on record, and among its disastrous effects were a 
number of interesting cases in surgery. 

To CoRRRspovosHTS. — A papcT hy Dr. Parsoos, read before the Rhode IsiuadMed. Societv 
liu boen nemvvd. * 

DeaihM in liotlmt— for ibe week endiaif Satordsy ooon, \\t%. .30th. 89.->Malef, 8 0 — fa w M U— , flO. 

Accidental, I — disease of bii\vol>, 11 — di>i icif ot t.rinii. 1— i i- iturni, \1 — coii\ ulsions, 2— <ho- 

lera mfanluni,2— caQker,2 — dyt.ei»ter> , IJ — dyajM p.Ma, i — diarrlnjea, t— ilropsy of braio, 3 —cfyu- 
iipabtt, I— (ypbaid fever, S-.Juag fever, 2 — tiooping cougluS^iiteaseof ibe heart, S-^nftaiillB, 
11— marasmus, l^HBcadet, l^d age, S— quijujr, I— {MMfpeial, 1— leelbtiig, 6— iiUMV^ 1— . 

unknown, 1. 

Under 5 years, 52 — between 5 and 20 ymr%, 7 — between ftO and lO veara, 15— between 40 
And 60 year«, 9— over 60 years, 6. Amerirnns, 36 } fofejgnen and duldfeB of fonicimaa, 
Tlia abova inelodea 6 «leMis at tbe Cit;- lu&UiuitoM. 
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THE LATG CHARLF.S KNOVVLTON, M.D. 
(ConmttMlcftMd for the Bustaa Hadleal md SnqtMl Jmuail.] 

Db. KifowLTON died in the town of Wincbendon on the night of Wed- 
nesday, Feb. 520th, 1850. He bad for some weeks previous been com- 
pliining of dyspeptical symptoms, bat was, for the most part, able to 

attend to his customary business, am] did not suspect that he was af- 
flicted with any serious diseasf. Feeling, however, that the state of his 
liealtb demanded some respite from the fatigues and cares of his pro- 
fession, he left Ashfieid on the morning of the day before his death, and 
went to Templeton, where he spent the night, and part of Wednesday, 
Kebniary 2()th, with his father and brother. On the afternoon of the 
last-mentioned day, he went to Winchendon. wiilkinir the distance of a 
mile on his way. On reaching the house of iMrs. SinioiHls, his wife's 
Mster, he only complained of fatigue, and pronounced his health h-^^ffer 
ilian it hafl heen. lie fat up, conversing cheerfully, till 10 o'clock in 
llie evenini^, when he retired to bed. About midnight Mrs. Simonds, 
iioaring a noise in his room, hastened to it, and found him ])arlly rolled 
over on his face, aiui dtaiL He undoubtedly died of an <(inn pectoris. 
For years he had been troubled with such disturbances of the heart 
15 uSiiea to oblige him to get out of his carriage and lay by the roadside 
tUi he was somewhat recovered of them. For several of the last years 
of bis life he had bad no recurrence of these attacks^ and both he and 
his fiiends flattered themselves that they had been only functional instead 
of organic affections of the heart. These hopes were fallacious. The 
disease, formerly so much feared, had only paused to make its next as- 
sault a fatal one, and Dr. Knowlton was cut off with that suddenness 
which attends cardiac complaints. He was cut off in the full prime 
of professional activity, years and usefulness. Born on the 1 0th of May, 
1800, he had not completed his fiftieth year at the time of his death. 
Few men in the County of Franklin have ever died more jrenerally la- 
mented. He was known throut^hout the county, and liad visited pa- 
tients in every town in it, and had also extensively practised in tlie 
neighboring counties. His professional talents were deservedly lield in 
very hijjh csteeiii. and his skill in medicine was so evident, from the 
good eifects which followed bis piescriptions, that his life was one of 
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incesiaat labor in order to attend the calls which were made for his 
services. It is no flatteiy to sajr, that among the first physicians of 
Western Massachusetts, very few indeed, if any, surpassed him in medi- 
cal skill, acumen or knowledge. In his profession he was most tho- 
roughly versed, and notwithstanding his extensive ride, he was a close 
and ardent student. His desire for medical improvement was great, and 
after a loiii^ day's work, many is the time that his oHice lamp has burn- 
ed when the oilier inhabitants of the village were asleep, and he was 
investinatinn; some intricate case, and searching to find means to baffle 
and subdue some formidable disease. In * x niiining a patient he was 
careful, scrutinizing and thorough. He was none of those physicians 
who hastily aiici heedlessly prescribe. Hence he was imcommonly ac- 
curate in diagnosis, or distinguishing ofie disease from another. He 
never deali out a medicine without having in his own mind a clear cod- 
ceptioQ of the reason which indtieed the prescription, and the effiact 
which he expected from it. These habits or close inking and accurate 
ofaaervatjon, combined with his complete (so far as it can be complete) 
knowledge of the resources of medicme, made him wonderfully suoces^ 
ful as a practitkmer« In spite of bis known and avowed infidelity on the 
subject of religion, these qualities secured him a run of husioess which 
no physician in Franklin County, probably, ever exceeded. 

As a man, he was odd in bis manners, but under his blunt esta- 
rior he carried a kind heart. As a citiscen, he was upright, patriotic and 
just. In business transactions, no one exceeded him in strict honesty 
and the most undeviating rectitude. His adherence to truth was rigid 
and inflexible. Thus much we deem it just to say of his merits. The 
theme might be fiurthrr pursued ; hut we desist^ lest it might be taken 
ibr fulsome eulogy. We shall not seek 

'* To dmw kis btSUm fram their dmd abocfe." 

To say he had them, is but to say that he was human, and that he 
shared in the attendants of imperfect humanity ; but as a citixeo, the 
iaults of few men were more venial, perhaps, than his own. As to his 
religious sentiments, we pass them in silence. They were not in accord- 
ance with diose of the community, but the unpopularity which attends 
their avowal h no small proof that they were honestly entertained, and 
he had that monii courage which prevented him from ever shrinking 
from the expression of whatever sentiment he believed (mistaken though 
it might be) to be true. Yet he was not fond of disputation, and never 
himself introduced the subject of religion as a topic of colloquial dis- 
course. He was tolerant in regard to the opinions of others, and al- 
ways advocated full iuental liberty for all. However much his theo- 
logical views may he condemned, we cannot refuse him the credit due 
to his manly virtues and stern Integrity. Such as he was, he has passed 
away. It is not for us to sit io judgment upon him. His good quali- 
ties were many ; and let us hold them up in remembrance, and avoid 
whatever we may deem his errors. 

He left behind him a Case Book, in whk;h there is an unfinished 
autobbgraphy of himself, bringing his life down to the age of thirty 
years. A portion of this document, with some erasures and omissions. 
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1 herewith send you, thinking it will be interesting to your readers lo 
DOte the perseverance which an humble individual displayed in obtain- 
mg his profession and in placing himself at the bead 01 it. I send the 
docmneDt exactij as he wrote it himself, excepting the oinissioiis to which 
I hafe alluded, without attempting to alter its occasional odd phraseology 
cr quaint expressions. The remaining portion will soon be sent, after 
wbieb I may briefly oootinue the doctor's history to the time of hit 
death. The first part of the following is the Pielace to his Case Book, 
aod is dated Nov. 26, 1840. Stbpbcw J. W. Tabob. 

Shdbume FaUs, Mm,^ 1 Augutt, 1651. 

I caused this book to be made for me two years ago. 1 designed 

it exclusively for my own private use. No one else has any business 
with it. I rnav record many things in it which I would never have 
known to the world ; and if it should ever fall into the hands of any 
peRons, 1 trust they will do by me as they would be done by. 

I have had this book on hand thus long without making any use 
of it, because I could not determine how to arrange niy cases. I have 
finally concluded to allow one page for each case, as I enter them, and 
if 1 find this insufficient, to continue each case to a subsequent pai;t\ ;iiul 
coQtinue lo do so until the whole history of the case is coiuplclcd. 
And if any one case does not require the whole, or the chief |)art, of 
m page, then another case may be entered on the same page. At the 
Old of the book I intend to have an index, arranged in alphabetical 
Older. It will contain the names of the patients, and perhaps the names 
of ihdr diseases also. At any rate, I shall aim to make the book use* 
fill Id myself, whether it be calculated to please or to be useful to any one 
else or not. Consequently I shall not aim at elegance of style, to do 
which would render it a task rather than a pleasure to record my cases, 
and thus I might be deterred from recording them at all. 1 wish to 
ke^ a record of my cases for my own advantage, and not for publica- 
tion or the improvement of others. I think this course will serve to 
make me attentive to my professional business, and thus, perhaps, in 
tiine, enable me to rave some valuable lives, and prevent much misery, 
which 1 otherwise siiould not. 

I shall commence with my own case. And my life having been 
tlius far rather sinsjular, I wish to leave some brief record of it — for w© 
all have a notion or desire to be thought of after we are dead ; there- 
fore the liistory of my own case will be somewhat hion;raphical. This 
(my own) case 1 du not design entirely for my own u.e, but after I cease 
to be conscious, which 1 am liable lo do any day, my friend will be at 
Kbmy to do what he pleases with it. I shall continue a sketch of my 
9m Cttte up fo the present time, and then leave space (or further history, 
uoder the idea that I may yet live forty years and do many notabla 

la all cases where I think the patient can have any objection to hit 
or her name being recorded at fuU length in this book, 1 shall use only 
tbev initials ; and perhaps some cases will be so related as not to be un- 
deniQod by any one except myself. 
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Although I have been in the practice of medicine nearly sixteen years, 
] have never yet kept a history of cases, and I may briefly relate some 
from memory, the names of which I have entirely forgotten. 

I have said that 1 design this book for my own private use ; and that 
no one else has any business with it. I mean, so Imig as 1 Uw, Aftw I 
am dead, whoever gets possession of it will do what he pleases with it, 
and I cannot help myself. My writincr this preface — to say nothing of 
my own biography — is evidence that I expect somebody will possess 
and peruse this book after my nervous system has become so impaiied 
or exhausted, that It entirely ceases to think or feel. 

I have been informed, but whether correctly or not I can never Jeruno 
—however confidently I may believe — that 1, CharNs Knowlton, was 
born in Tenipletori, Worco^iter Co., lMa>^!^.. on the 10th of May, 1800. 
l\Iy father, whose name is Stephen Knowlton, and son of the lale CapU 
E'/ekiel Knowhon, of Tenipleton — an ofTicer in the nnolntionary war — 
is still liviiiij in Ternplcion ; hot my mother, who was Comlort White, of 
Gerry (now PSiiHii* ,ion, in said Woicester Co.). before marriage, died in 
January or Fel>iUiiry, 1833. I have two brothers ; Emory the oldest, 
and Autjustus the youngest, of the family. I fear they are both whirr?, 
and voted the Harrison ticket. I never had any sisters. My laihci 
was a j^iiiiRT in moderate circnmstances, and used to make many good 
pine shingles, and so did I, Probably I shaved more than one hundred 
thousand before I was 17 years of age. But how much influence this 
has had on my course of life, thus far, it is impossible to calculate ; hot 
certain it b, that I often worked very hard for one of my strength, and 
took many swigs of New England nim^ ibr such was the iashion in 
those days, and especially in Templeton. Most of my school-mates- 
males, I mean^are now either dead or inebriates. I used to go to 
school just two montiis in the summer, and two in the winter, but was 
a backward scholar until 15 r r 16 years of age, when I began to 
make some pro^iciency in English ^rnimmar and arithmetic ; but I am 
not half taught in common spelling-book lessons up to this day. I never 
read or studied geography the value of three days in my life ; never 
read history to the amount of a good-sizcul octavo volume, nor half so 
much in works of fiction as in those of history. 

I was a tall, spiddle^hanked hov. My heieht is about one inch 
short of six feet, and I never wei^iud Imt about 185 pounds. I do not 
reeoUect as I ever performed any mikh i or roi^uish tricks while in my 
teens, thoufjh I used to play a very good game at clieckers, and was 
accounted otld. 

When about 17 years of age 1 began to be troubled with gonor- 
rhoea dorniientium, which alarmed me exceedingly. I have since met 
with several such cases in practice, and some of the patients have been 
truly miserable ; but I do not think I ever met with one so mentally 
wretched as I was* I think that onanism has much to do in cansing 
this disease, but 1 believe some morbid state of the digestive organs is 
generally an exciting cause ; and 1 shall probably give several cases 
in the course of tjys book tending to coofirai this opinion. I will only 
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remark, that while (he remedies usually prescribed in our medical books, 
mder the idea of deUHttft generally fail of performlDg a cure, I have 
cured several r:ises, and one of them a female^ with small doses of calo- 
ad or blue pill. In my own case I had the advice, and took of tbe 
pRScriptions, of ten differeiit physicians, but I have no recollection that 
fither of them supposed me to be laboring under a deranged state of the 
digestive organs, and especially as a cautt of tbe complaint. My wan 
countenance, debility, nprvousness, gloom and des|X)ndency, were all re- 
tarded as being caused solely by the disease, or by the grief to which 
it irnve n5?e. Under this impression my physicians prescribed b;irk, 
♦ iue, tincture of riintharides, various preparations of iron, balsams, opium, 
nitrate of silver in pills, alum, various ve^^eiabie astringents, blisters, in 
short almost all sorts oi iliini^s that are calculaterl cither to deranire the 
digestive organs or to irniule the ;::enita! ; iintl 1 now say, as might be 
a^acd, without proikicinsf any peiiijauLiu benefit. I had several ill 
luiM, At one time I was feverish, apparenil)' caused by the cutting of 
i me tooth. I now took some Epsom salts, and probably some other 
oxiling medicine, and my health was better for an unusual length of 
fiDie afterwards— -probably until I was well enough to take ttrengihening 
medicioes again, lor I took some kind of medicine daily for three yean ! 

Notwithstanding my ill health, I continued to labor until the fall of 
1818. I then attended the New Salem Academy half a term, or she 
weeb. I then kept school and took medicine four months in the town 
of Alstead, N. H., and in the sprini: returned to the Academy, where 
I remained another six weeks, and this, with the two months in tbe sum* 
roer until I was 14 or 15 years old, and the two months in the win- 
ter until 17, is all the schooling I ever had. I however had a little as* 
sistance in study ine T*atin, from Dr. Charles Adams, of Keene, N. H., 
f ir :i few weeks, w hilt' under liis care as a patienf in tin* summer of 
l^liK In the winter of I.Sil)-*2() 1 an^iin ke])t scliool — pt-iliaps I may 
taught school — and t(X)k nie(lirin«% in GanliH.T anH in l^nnpleton. 
In th^ spring, suminer, fjiH and wuilcr of 18'2()-*2l I did liolliiui; but 
lak-' inedirine, mope aliout, luournin^ over niv sad condition, and now 
and then idljoring to work out some hard question in alirebra or cotumon 
itithiuetic. 1 was not subject to any distinct bodily pain ; but the heart- 
woken despondency — the mental wretchedness I endured during this 
and the two previous years, I shall never be able to describe. I put 
dovB the strengthening " roedkines, and daily, nay, hourly, anxk>us1y 
watched my countenance. I had foimd that my disease was worse af* 
. Hrhaviog exercised the previous day, because, as I supposed, I *'went 
bqrood my strength," not then knowing that exercise promotes all the 
lecietkxis. So I was very careful not to over-exercise. But with all 
jBjrcara I still used, as I supposed, to cb so ; and at h'ngth, to aid me 
n being cautious, 1 printed with a pen upon a piece of paper, in large 
capitals, the words " take care," and fastened it upon the cuff of my 
cnat.^leeve. This excited some attention. Many asked me the object 
it ; anrl I used to wish that pj'ople would mind their ow-n business. At 
Iwgth 1 carried my sy^^ ni of taking rare to such a det^ree, that I stuck 
clo^y to my warm room uearly all the time, oigbt and day ; and this, 
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sorely, did not tend to give my coantenance a more healthy appearance. 
I became more and more wan every day ; but I attributed it all to the 
disease. I knew no better. My phv slrians lold me no better. T sap- 
posed the longer my disease continued, t[ie more difficult it would be to 
cure. My physicians favored this idea. 1 had now been oat of health 
more timn three years, and had taken medicines more than two. StiJI, 
so far fmrii being l)etter, I wn? cfradunlly becoming woi'se. I rerMrded 
my rase as deplorable. I could see no reasonable prospect of my get- 
tinL"" wfll. Still I had a sort of j>resenliment, ail the tiiiu\ that I sliould 
get well, and yet make my way in tlje worid, but I had do sort of con- 
ception how this would he. 

Such was my condiii n in the winter of lB'^0-21. A full des<».rip- 
tion of my feelings 1 have not attempted to gire. I was at home, in 
my father's house. My parents, with my two brothers and myself, com- 
posed the family. There was little to divert my attention. Tiiere I 
tftly and there I lay, brooding over my sad case, day after day. 

One evening in January a gentleman by the name of Richard Stoait 
eame^ to our house, and into the room where I was. He was rather ao 
ingeDiaus mechanio^a sort of Jack-at-alUrades, and in several respects 
somewhat singular. He used to live in that neighfaoihood, but moved 
iway when f was only 10 or 12 years old. But 1 had always remem- 
bered him, and had always bad a curiosity to seem him again ; Ibr wlm 
1 used to go by his shop, be would get me in, pinch my 6ngers mode- 
rately w ith his nippers, and then laugh at my fright. Mr. Stuart also bad 
a little black-eyed daughter, who used to go to the same school with me, 
and who I well remembered. These are the circumstances, so far as I 
know, that had given me a singular cnriosity to see Richard Stuart again. 
He had lived in -several distant places since he left Templelon. but vvr=i 
then living in VVinrlienrlon, about seven miles from my father's. He 
came into our nei^Iihnrhnod to do some mechanical job. Me I :ul ob- 
tained some kiunvledt^e of medical electricity, had ;i very hi«[h opinion of 
It m some cases, and had made him a very ejood electrical machine. 
So, having heard of my case which none of the physicians bad been 
able to cure, he called to see me, aiul lo jiropose a trial of electricity. 
A few days afterwards, despairing of all other means, I wlis wrapped up 
in buflaloes, conveyed to his house, and there left. Mr. Stuart felt, I 
thought, rather pleased, if not proud, in having me for a patient. I had 
become somewhat noted, not only for being sick, but ibr my mathe- 
matical talents. At any rate, Mr. Stuart pried into the nature of my 
ease, and took much pains to divert my mind and cheer me op. He 
was a musician, and played on the vblin and divers other instroments. 
He had no sons, but six daughters, all at home, and all singers, dancei9» 
and adepts in the amusenv'nts and pleasures of accomplished and well- 
educated young women. Many people were about there ; and we bad 
checquer-})laying, backgammon, chess, music and dancing, more or less, 
almost every day and evening. There was the company of the girls, 
also, and then thni elccterizing business, it was to me a great aod 
strange novelty. It put the " vital fluid " into me, as I was made to 
believe, mally, the change in my ctrcumstanoes was so great and 
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sttdden, that when I retired to my bed, the first night, it did seem to me 
that I wes in quite anotber world, i began to think of other tilings 
besides myself, and to have new hope. I brought with me pills, pow- 
im end drops, but I soon neglected to take thein, and to my surprise 
and joy found that 1 felt just as well without tliem— tbat I was just as 
strong as when I took strengthening " medicines. 

I remained some uma with ^Ir. Stuart, my health irradually impit)?- 
ing, and 1 becomini^ more acquainted with liis fuinily. His eldest 
dauo^hter, whose name was, or M, Tabiilia — the lillie blark-eyed school- 
mate before mentioned — was then about six weeks better than 17 
years of age. And. to cut short a siory which might be made very 
bag. and perhaps inieresilng to some, we were married on the 17th of 
April, 16-21, twenty-three days before I was 21 years of age. I went 
directly ahead, without consulting any one. In the spring and summer 
oftbat year I resided with my wife, some of the time at her fatlier*8 
sod tbe lemabder witb my own, performing but very little labor, but 
gradually recovering my health and strength. 

Id October I commenced tbe *study of medicine with Dr. Charles 
Wilder, of Templeton, who resided nearly four miles from my iather's, 
where my wife remained* I used to walk borne Saturday evenings, and 
bck to tbe doctor's on Monday moraings, and did the doctor's chores 
to psy for my board, while he trusted me for tbe My cents per week 
tttiuoD, I commenced with the study of anatomy, as most medical 
students do. I soon had such a desire to see the various organs which 
I read so much about, that I ventured out all alone, one night in January, 
without saying a word to any one, and took up a subject. As I was 
ahwit slioulderinf^ it, to convey it out of tbe yard to the sleiirh — for i 
bad ventured to take the dcK-tor's horse and sleigh without belU, and 
K-ufl off without consulting him — wind or gas was forced upward out 
ui the stomach with a somew hat fri^blful noise ; but I commanded the 
said subject to be still, and trudged on, nothing daunted. In the morn- 
ing I told the doctor that if he woul<! walk in, 1 would " show him the 
biion." On beholding the b inj Mii)|cct so unexpectedly, he was far 
ruore surprised, not to say fr i^lilened, than I had expect<'d. He was all 
ia a flutter — said the Old Hai ry was in nic ; ilidi w nhm a day or two there 
raid be another burial in tlie same yard from which I had taken the 
aibject ; that ihey would pass right by tbe grave, and tbat the old 
satoo would certainly observe that the grave had been disturbed. So 
be teamed off to tbe old sexton, put a terrible oath upon him to keep 
t gieat secret, and told him what I had done. Tbe sexton then almost 
lepelted tbat he had pledged himself so strongly. He thought it was 
I terrible affair. But to appease him, the doctor told him that 1 was a 
poor lick boy— -did not know what I was about, and that be would 
cause me to go and re-bury the subject in the same place that very night ; 
3nd the old coot evidently believed him, for be afterwards told tlM doctor 
^Hat 1 had done tbe business so nicely, that on his exammiog tbe grave, he 
could not discover but that it appeared in all respects precisely as he 

let\ it. 

The doctor's feais of discoveiy caused me a good deal of unnecessary 
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trouble wilh this suhjert ; for, arcordinn; to his advice, I put it into a 
slei>ih, late in tti«j evening, ranieii it oH" miles, and buried it in n bay 
mow ; and tuu or three wee ks afterwards, findinii then* was no noiM^ or 
stir about it, 1 w ent iu iha evening, ciu a hole ihiouLdi llie ice of a pond, 
and there put in the subject to tbaw over night. The next day I got 
it into an old building, skinned it, andextnicled what lew leeth there were 
remaining in its head, that it might not be identified by any one. Hav- 
ing done this, 1 conveyed the subject back to the doctor's, and there, all 
alone, in the same room where I slept, I deliberately dissected the sub- 
ject to my heart's content* I kept my door locked, and if any one ap- 
proached it I was whist, and, of course, Knowlton wasnH in. 

In the summer of instead of regularly pursuing my studies^ 1 
procured a little pine timber of my father — of wliich he kept a regular 
account, as w ell as of my board, and that of my wife — borrowed a few 
tools, and, for the first time in my life, went to making buckets. Having 
made a one-horse load, 1 earned them to Boston ; and that was the 6isC 
time I was ever in any city. I reached Boston in the afternoon of a 
Saturday — a storm having delayed me one day. 1 was anxious to sell 
my buckets and »et out of the city that night, to save expense. 1 railed 
at the first store 1 saw, where it appeared to me they mii^ht want buckets, 
and found, to my sorrow, that buckets were not then sellini; so hiu'li in 
Ho5ton as my neigljbors had all along sold theirs. The man made nie an 
oiler — ao much in mon«'y.aii(l the remainder in loaf bugar at 15 ci3, per 
pound ; and this he a^^ured me wa.s a very low price for the suf:ar. 1 
told the man 1 was disappointed in finding the price of buckets s^o low — 
that I wanted all my l>uckets wfie worth — and that pciljajis I had belter 
try turtlier. But he assured me thai the market was |;lulted wilh buck- 
ets, that no one would make me a better ofifer, that the sugar was even 
better for me than money, as it was a cash article, and as I had no load 
back 1 could can) it just about as well as not, and clear the freight. 
Not supposing the man would tell me a falsehood, I accepted his ofier. 
But when 1 got back to Templeton the merchants told me they oould 
buy even better sugar than mine in Boston lor 14 cts. a pound, and my 
neighboring coo pel ^ \ ere astonished that I should sell such a good lot 
of buckets at such a low price. But Dr. Wilder, good man, w as willing 
lo take several loaves of my sugar at a shilling per pound — ^the store 
price — ^towards my tuition. 

It was now about time to start for Hanover, N. H., to attend the 
medical lectures. 1 had but little money. 1 had heard tliat they would 
there (Tive fifty dollars for a subject. Another youni,^ man inTempleton, 
also low in funds, by the name of ParlndiTc, was desirous to attend the 
sai^K' course of lectures. The distance was about eighty miles. We were 
delenaiued to carry on a subject. Partridge ai^repd lo fiirnish a wngon, 
and I prevailed on niy father to purchase a little old hit of a horse. We 
waited till alter the lectures had commenced before any chance of pro- 
curing a subject preseniLMl. At length we got to one, but the weather 
liail been warm when it was buried, and it was too sUppert/ for our pur- 
pose. We concluded, however, that the bone5 would he woiih some- 
thing, and being loth to lose all our labor, we conveyed it that night 
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InroiOn, and feft it in a woods. Ife went hb waj, and I went nuiie. 
TlwDext day, at the appointed hour, we diere met, buried all the soft 
pirts, and I biQught off the bones. We were still on the look-out for 
loodier subject, and withb two or three days we heard of a burial in a 
town ten miles more distant from Hanover than Templeton. We could 
DOt learn what yard the person was buried in ; but in the evening we 
started off by guess, with our horse and wagon. After examining about 
tlic yard for somr tiriK^ hv sTnr-liglit — one of us, however, hfAna on the 
look-out as sentmei, lor the yard lay by the side of a road of mucli tra- 
vel — we found what we believed to be a recent grave, and so it proved 
to be. When we were all loaded snug in our wagon, and on our way 
bick to Templeton, we felt grnndly. We made no long stop at Tem- 
pleton, but loadi ng in our inuiks, we proceeded that night seven miles 
fiirther, to Fathei Smart's, in VVmchendon. There we slept a little, took 
some breakfast, and proceeded on our way to Hanover. But the weather 
was wami ; our load, we thought, looked suspicious ; our horse was slow 
and insufficient for the task, and we did not leel over happy. However, 
ve walked up all the iuUs, and pushed along as fiist as we could. As 
W0 approached the viUage in Keene, many people were stiiring) and s^ 
us, some on hone-bedc, and some in carriages. At length 
ftrtndge says to me, we are discovered.'* I lbm found that he was 
a«6 apprehi^ve of trouble than myself, ibr I had no difficulty in ac- 
OQUDting fixr all the movements without supposbg we were discovered " 
or even suspected. We drove that poor horse until nine o'clock at night, 
for the sake of putting up with a fiunner who had moved from Temple* 
tOB, where our load would not be so much observed as in a village or at 
a ta?em, and also where we could stay cheap ; for we were under the 
necessity of saving every possible cent ; and perhaps no two medical stu- 
dt*nis in IVew England ever piiirhed themselves to the degree that Par- 
tridge and I did, that course ot leriures. In the even in of the next day 
we reached Hanover. Our subject had become quite offensive, and, 
what was still worse, die professor of anatomy told us he did not want 
any subject at tiiat lime ; that he should not coniuit iice dissections for 
a!venil weeks, when tlie weather w uuid be cooler. However, out of re- 
gard lor our good will to serve him. and considering wliaL a task we had 
bad, he would allow us ^20 for it, if we would put it into a cask, and 
liD the cask all tight and full with the powder of recently burnt charcoal. 
So we bought a Mt of coal of a blacksnuth^ blew the fire through it, that 
it niglit he recently burnt, got it out upon some flat stones or plank, and 
tt it we went, pounding (£arcoal ; and when we had completed the 
job, we looked moie lue negroes than like medfical students. I cannot 
we spoilt our fine clothes, (or we did not wear fine doth. 
1 however, at that time, unlike all the other students, wore long 
vbiskers under my chin, while those on the sides of my hoe, and especiaUy 
oae side, were rather short. My features were thm ; my countenance— 
V itt a measare to this day — bore the impress of grief, which it acquired 
^nng my sickness, and still retained a shade of sickly paleness ; I was 
not Inclined to "scrape acquaintances," or enter much into conversation 
with any one ; and tbs whole school, so as I koow> regarded me as a 
6* 
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heL Smm the students ewm madt apart of me. Aawvg eter 
tricks, tbej would draw pnnfiltB efM nott nmoMniy tfaon my om, tod 

pot tbem ioto my hat. 

It was the custom of the school to have what wvin called a " quiz,'* 
ever\- Saturday afternoon. Nearly all the scholars would be prc-ent, 
but the pror*'!?sor used to put questions only to those who took tlin front 
seal ; and it was very rarely if evfT the ra-^o. thai any stiid»»iii uy^k 
the front seal on these occasions ui,!.'^- h-- htid alleiKled a pre; ions ( niirse 
ot lectures. But 1 wished to be quesUoned. So 1 went alont^ down 
to the front seat. This move excited nmch observation, and there 
v, ^.-. Ill Lie h ',vlu^penn^, laughing and staring anions^ the students, as if 
they supposed I was indeed a fool, and knew no belter than to take 
^ Hsoat seat. Even upon the fiu^e of the grave Professor Oliver, there 
wm endeiMie of aa attempt to wppnas a smile, as my turn to be qiM-> 
donad anrifed ; aad there was great stilliMss tbroughoot the hall. ^ Mr. 
Kmomkoo/* said he, **wiil you deacnbe the structure and funotions of 
the fiver? " This bappaoed lo be a Ibrtonate request, Ibr I bad a pretty 
M and distbct view of the subject, and Ibund no [mrticular diBkulty in 
expresang my ideas. I was oo longer a subject of ridicule after this. 
Wilfaio a few days, when I got ready, I took off my whiskers, and was 
as good a leUow as any of them during the remainder of the teniv^>^ 
lea^ in proportioa to tha money I had to «pend ; but I oouid take no 
part in any of their expensive revels. There was an extent ve brick 
DuHding in the village of Hanover, called the Tontein. It was certainly 
three, and I hflievo four stories in height. It rontnincd many rooms for 
till* acrnrrii iiodatfon of the c<i\lege and nuHlifal ^lucJeiit^. PHrtritiL'"<.% 
my-rir. aini oao S;uilniiirn from a town in -New f lam j»-hire, took on*' of 
these rooms, m the upper aluiy, and there hoarded [)ur-rlves. Sanbotim, 
I believe, brought his bed with him. Partridge ami myself hired one- 
\V« did our utmost lo live cheap. We hved almost entirely on beef, 
brown br^d, and potatoes. We used to buy cheap pieces of beef of 
a botcher near by, some of whksh we firied, tuit more frequently made 
soaps. We did not buy our bread ready baked and brought lo us ; but 
bought grain, oairied it to miU, hired a neighboring woman lo do oar 
baking, and IogIi the bread at her booae. Milk we ooold not aflbrd. 
Cheese none, and but very little butler. No tea, coibe, oakca or pies ; 
m shaft, mdimg but what I bave mentioned, and a raw apples, but 
not a quarter so many of these as we should have been gma to have 
eaten. At length, Sanboum gave out. He could not or would not live 
on such scanty fare. But Partridge and myself persevered to the end 
of the term. But it was too bad. Partridge had an Iron constitiition 
and did not suffer essentially in his hoallh, but my digestive organs be- 
came vpry nitich disordered, 1 had an insatiahlo appetite for sour apf>le'', 
niurli liradache, and at length diabetes imlpi'lus (] prp-umf») to a very 
cori^ir)erable extent. Nor was thU nil. For ilir tirsl tune in my life, so 
far as I know, I had a touch of scrofula. An absorbent jrland about one 
mch aliove. and a little anterior, to the inner condyle of the right huine- 
rus ; aiioihtr ijmnediately over the insertion nf the tendons of the pee» 
toralis major ia Lhu left huim^rus, put ou all the ciiaracteis of scrofulous 
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mHugBtamtf 9mA in time they faeeama soft, were opened, tnd diecharged 

tbe peculiar matter of aonofiiw. Thejr did not heal until the next Maf, 
aad I still retaiQ the scars, or cicatrices. After the diabetes had con- 

tmued five or six weeks, without abating, but rather increa*iing — though 
1 look some medicine prescrifipd by professor Oliver — it was suddenly 
cured, entirely cured, and in a manner worth relatinf^. It was the cus- 
tom with the professors, towards the clc^e of the term, to ;;ivfi ihe 
sludenis a "treat." It consisted of cold meats, bread, bi-cuit, butter, 
cheese, fruits, cider, wines, and the various kinds of distilled spirits in 
common use. And in those days, and on such aa (occasion, it was no 
disparagement lo any student to gel, at least, pretty well stimulated. 
1 had a craFing appetite for every eatable and drinkable before me, and 
M DOt besitittt to indulge iL I fiikly glutted myself ; and although 
1 was fully able to go to my room without toy aanataDce^ yet I was never 
nnednaiik in my life. I believe I tluew op^ belbie noraing. At 
my late, I had no appetite lor ibod, and took only one raw ibr 
Ivetkiast. But I have not been at all subject to an inordinate flow of 
urine from that day to this. — I meant to have added, before now, that 
hutridge and myse!/ found that it cost us each about thirty cents per 
VMkibr provisions. I did not derive more than half the bene6t from this 
course oT lectures that I should have done, had I been decently supplied 
with money and had hired comfortable boarding. 

After returning from the lectures, I went to Royalston, about eight or 
r iH' miles lioin my fatiu i 's, to continue my stnrlies with Dr. Stephen 
Baciieller, my wife remaining somelinies at her father'^, but mostly at 
mine. I there kept a horse ; and tlit^ lli^t case i iiad an opportunity to 
mi alone, w as a case of croup, in a family five miles distiint from the 
doctor's, wiiere iliey hail recently lost a chiKI of ilie same diseaie, which 
was attended by a physician from Fii2.\\ ihiain, A . H. I hatl n<»ver seen 
a case of croup, but found no difficulty in juj iiiing a diagnosis. 1 put 
the child into a warm bath, bled it, and gave tartaris^ antimony (reely. 
Thus I relieved tbe child htfbre 1 left the house, arrested the disease, 
tad with « Iklle nova attention for a few da) s, the ohUd got well* This 
Issis believe, as tkm, was a case of mdammatoiy croup. 

In ihe aunmier of 18S8, Dr. Baoheller had feuur other smdeots besides 
wymAt And some time in August we were strongly suspected of havbg 
^im op a subject in that town ; and in truth, one was taken up and 
inected by so m body. But it is not worth while to give all the many 
pvticulaffs of this affiiiir. Suffice to say, that I was nut under bonds to 
itteod court at Worcester, the ensuing October or November, while all 
tbe other students either run off or were let off. Every student now left 
the town of Royalston, and I went into tlin office of Dr. Amos Twitch- 
el!, of Keeue, with whom I remained until the commrnccment of the 
ntedical lectures at Hanover, in tlie fail of \S'2'-i, While wiih Twitch- 
fell. I snw Iiiui j)i."rroi[ii several im]>ortant o^ieralions, one of which was 

iiin|mtiite a thi|jh, winch i then said, and still ilnuk, ought not to have 
been arapuiaied, at least not until a trial had been niade to save the 
leg. It was a compound fracture of the tihia and fihula, caused by the 
fidliog q[ a, ^tts* The liaclure wa^ at:ai Hia uuddie of the leg, uo ua- 
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portant bloodvessels injured, and no excesnve laceratioo of 1117 odwr 
soft parts. Not even an attempt to replace the bones was made. 

From Twitchell's I went to Hanover on foot, to attend my second 
course of lectures. Tiierc was a regular line of stages lirom Keeoe to 
Hanover, but I could not afford to ride. Near the middle of this 
course of lectures I was obliged to leave and go to Worcester, 1 10 miles, 
to attend court, not knowing whether I should be permitted to return. 
This journey, so fill as Templeion, 1 perforuied on loot. My trial did 
nol coiiiL' on during lliat term. So I returned lo lianuvor atjd remained 
until ilie close of the lectures, at which time I passed an examinauun for 
the degiee of M.D. with such success tliat Professor Mussey privately 
expressed great satisfactioD, saying, among other tliin^bj You have dooe 
our InsdtutbD great honor/' 

[TobeooiitiMid.] 



ACUTE INFLAMMATION, INVOLVING THE PSOAS MAGNUS MUSCLE. 

BT C. W. PAB80VS| M. D. 
[Baad befim the Rhode bitad MwUcd 8octotr> AmMt 20th, 1851.] 

Sou time ago, the foUowiog case came luder my notice, in the praetice 
of another physician. 

A boy, aged 12, of healthy family and in good circunistances, bad 
become lame about two weeks belbre. He had before that time been 
quite well, free from any lameness, and in the habit of jumping and run- 
x\'m^ actively. His Inntepp^s was ascribed by his friends to a sii|ipnsed 
strain. He had, at tirst, pain in the right eroin, and was unable to 
straighten that leg. This was rather better aiU!r a day or two, and be 
went to school two days, still limping. He had, when 1 saw him, pain 
in the right groin, not increased by pressure, and pain in the lumbar 
region, to the riuht side of the vertebra?, not so severe as that in the 
groin. The vericbrje showed no sV^n of disease. The peculiar symp- 
to!!i which aiuaeted any atlenlion was the position of the right leg. 
Tlie n^ht knee was bent ; the thigh bent up and inward, and rotated on 
its axis, in such a way as to make the front of the patella look nearly om- 
waid. He walked with pain ; bending his body over forward and to 
the right side, whenever he put his right foot down. He could not him- 
self bring this foot into its proper position, and when I tried to do aowith 
my hand, I gave him considerable pain. There was no change m the 
length of the limb ; no pain down towards the knee. 

Some points about this case rambled coxalgia so much, that we al 
first expected to be obliged to direct the painful and tedious treatment 
wluch appears to he roost useful in that disease, with a prospect of hav- 
ing to apply issues, &c. But the peculiar position of the limb— exactly 
that position which would be produced by contiactkm of the psoas mag- 
nus ; and the oait, very different from the drag^in^ or tripping limp of 
commencing hip disease — suggested to my mind that the psoas muscle or 
its inve<=tinH lascia was the part particuhirly affected. This view was 
confinned by the pain existing at the origin as well as termination of this 
muscle> Uie absence of characteristic symptoms of hip disease, and the 
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freedom from way flcrofiilous tatot, or circumstances likely to produce it« 
The onset was more rapid than that of coxalgia, and gave the attack the 
cfaaractrr of an acute inflammation. 

The following treatment was directed. Venesectbn ; leeches to 
ninful point in the loins ; fomentatioDS with bofA in front of abdomen ; 
Uover's powders enough to keep up perspiration ; rest in bed ; low diet. 
Tlie Mecdin^f was repeated two or three timos ; as the jonmey w hich lie 
look to procure ach icf rnused an increase in the symptoms, so ihnt he 
wa-> roniined to li* d ;i low days. After a few days, daily extciisiou of 
the limb was pnK li-cd ; and he gained daily in the degree of extcii-!nf\ 
] did not see him a second time, and can only add that he was sick se- 
veral days, but recovered without auy abscess, or any permnnmt Ihidc- 
ness whatever. The bleeding reduced his strength a gootl deal at the 
time, but sj)eedily relieved the puin, and was thought by his attending 
physicians to have a verj' good effect in controlling the disease. 

The course of this attack coDfirms, I tliink, the view we took of it, 
ifaat it was an rofiammation involving the psoas magnus, or its cellular 
sheath. Tlib affection b not noticed in our surgical textobooks. I have 
not seen uny account of it in the English language, except in Copland's 
great Dictionaiy. Indeed, inflammations of any muscles of animal life 
ire faaidly alluded to> except as a form of rheumatism. Waiving the 
qu<^tion whether muscular tissue itself becomes inflamed, or only the 
ceUtilar substance which envelops every mass and fibre of muscle — it 
may be usefid to give a short smnmary of the few recorded cases of in* 
flammatkm of the psoas* 

The pain has usually begun in the lumbar region, and extended to* 
ward> the rrroin : and has been Increased hv motions of the tliiirh. so as 
to render it very diOjcuit to walk. But the hip is not rigid, and the 
ibigli can be moved by another person taking hold of it, thou' m not wiih- 
m rnu^in'j much pain. The £;ait is of tim peculiar kind mentioned 
above — the body inclined forward, with a limp in that leg. In severe 
cases, the patient cannot walk at all. When he lies down, the limb is 
drawn up, and the ihit:h somewhat rotatefl so iis to turn the foot outward. 
Pain sometimes runs down towards the knee. The inguinal iilaiids are 
<lfien enlarged. '1 ue t)ladder and other neighboring viscera arc occa- 
lianally inflamed. The symptoms have sometimes run on, increasing in 
severity, till fever became high, and an abscess formed, pointing generally 
in the groin, less often in the loinft— that is, at one of the two regbns 
vhere this great muscle comes near the walls of the abdomen* In two 
M cases, the abscess burst into the bowd. 

A large proportkin of those which were marked by the characteristic 
^ptom, viz., reiraetion with some rotation of the limb — and which 
«eie deemed important enough to record, have been fatal. But death 
was m many cases caused by the inflaromatbn either beginning in other 
OfgnDS, or extending to them. I have seen no account of any instancoy 
where this symptom was observed, in which suppuration was prevented, 
unless the case I related in commencing be one. This great fatality is 
only apparent ; as probably only the severer cases are on record. 

On dissectkua, the seat of these fatal afiections has been shown even 
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more clearly t)ian by the symptoms. The pscMM magnus has been some- 
times softened, of a dark In i(i color, and infiltrated with dark blood^or 
' even reduced to a few shreds, surrounded by a fetid, half^iquid mass, 

compared in appearance to a softened spleen. Once, the muscle was 
found completely melted down ; while its cellular sheath was entirely 
uninjur^'d, and the vertebrae were sound. This fact was observed by an 
eminent anatomist, Beclard, and would ^i-vm (o show that the rousrnlar 
fibre* itself m;?v be the scat of inflamuuitmn and suppuration. Th(^ pus 
has sometimes run into the hip-joint, at tiiat ]>o!nt where the p-ons and 
iliacus pa?s over this artlridation. It may also lun down the tlugii. 

It mav be important to distinguish these cases, in order to detennine 
the treatment. Tbe special sign which sliuiild remind us of this dis- 
ease, is marked flexion of the thigh and leg, in the direction of the ac- 
^on of the psoas. Add to ibis, the prreat difficulty of rotating the thigh, 
the great pain caused by attempting this, tbe existence of some rotation 
of the loot outward, and the extension of jmin up to the lumbar regioo. 

Abscesses and inflammations of cellular tissue, in the itiac fossa or pos- 
terior walls of the abdomen, may cause this characteiistic retraction of 
one limb. We have suggested that there has been a doubt whether aU 
muscular inflammations are oot really seated in the cellular tissue. The 
degree in which this muscle is involved will be clearly enough discovered 
for all practical purposes, by a carefiil examination.* 

Inflammation of the psoas may be confounded with psoas abscess from 
diseased vertebrae. Among thp marks of distinction would be the rapid 
onset ; absence of deformity, of tenderness, or other signs of disease in 
the spinal column, and the peculiar dilTieulty of extendinj^ or rolllnii; the 
limb. The presence or absence of circumstances indieatiiin; a pi*edis» 
position to disease of the booes, as of scrofulous constitutioo, 11M17 as- 
sist us. 

A commencing inflammation of this muscle might be taken for one of 
thtr kidney, especially as it is apt to be accompanied by cloudiness of 
the urine, or even by inilammation of the bladder, causing pus or blood 
to appear in the urine. The impediment to ujoving the thigh will help 
to distinguish it.f 

This a6fection may be confounded with hip-dlsease, and no doubt is 
10 sometimes. In both, pain ma^r run down towards the knee; Ui 
both, tbe limb may be drawn up, and give pain when moved in any di- 
rection. Our diagnosis may be helped by noticing pain in the lumbar 
region, rotation of the limb outward, the absence of any change in the 
length of the limb, the sudden attack, and the absence of scrofiila. It 



* Perhaps our notice hm not heea suiBciently called to thii paiticipatlon of the mnseles in 

phlepmonous aff(H'iion<;. Hp%'pml such atlnrks have sormcd tn me lo be caused Ir.- nmijxations 
nvbicn rcauired a partirular muscle to be o^erworkcl, so ihal ihe disease would appear lo have 
originatea in the muscular fibre itself. For instaiiro, I would refer to an abscess in tne left gluteus 
BMuninus, in a man who, as be informed me, had lo knee' m his right kaoe at his work, and push 
himself along towards the right side with his extended left leg (in some operations iu a lucior^^. 
T'li^ ri!)'>r(->.s w.'is not trncfd to any single violence done to the part; it was three or four months in 
coniiog to iu beifbt ; there wen no aifrn^ of diteaae of anjr bouc ; it |pl well aAer being op>ened 
bebincTihe great Iroelnuiter, and dbchar<^iti^ about a pint of pus, whieb watmoatlljr iHUlby, but 
CoiitairTcri r. me curdy n;i'p ' . 
t A good caae ibr'compari&ou may be fuuod in London Lancet, Juiiei 1848. 
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wifl be remembered that, in the case observed by myself, this enor might 
easily have been made» without careful examination, and that the treat- 
ment depended very much on an accurate diagnonis, 
[Consult Diet, de Medecine, vol. xxvi., Ait. FwiU,\ 



ARTiriCIAL JOINT. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical arid Surgical Jourfiuh 

Dear Sir, — I beg leave to submit to your notice the follow jiiLi en- ' of 
surgery, which, if you slioukl deem it Nsorthy of pubhcatiou^ i should 
be •:la(] to have inserted in ilie \ydgv^ ul your Journal. 

Ix>iiis I^ongway, aged .'JO, apparciuly of good constitution, and in per- 
fr-ct health, applied to me in consequence of an aililkial joint of the 
left forearm, situated about equi-distant from the wrist and elbow. His 
«nn was fractured about eighteen niontlis before he saw me, by being 
drawn into machinery. According to the patient's account, at the time 
of the accident great laceratbn of the soft parts took place, and, although 
Heated with the utmost care and attention, an artiBcial joint was formed 
b both bones. When the patient presented himself to me the arm was 
WDEie than nseless. Several eflbrts had been made by frictiontand long- 
oootinued splinting and bandaging, to bring aboat a union, but without 
soocess. Upon examination, I determined to attempt a cure by cutting 
down upon the bones and sawing off their extremities. Tbb was done 
by makmg^two separate longitudinal incisions ; one over the radius, the 
oilier over the ulna ; and then raising the extremities of the bones, and 
sawing them oflf with Hey's saw. They were then placed in close jux- 
taposition, and splints carefully applied. The wounds readily healed ; 
but at tlie expiration of six or eight weeks, notwithstanding the greatest 
care, the artihcial joint was found to be as complete as before. 

This operation fXTurred early in the summer of 1849. About the 
middle of ilie fotlowmi^r December the patient again called U|X)n me, 
with the inquiry — " WliiU can be done for me?" I determined, with his 
consent, to make one more effort to produce a bony union. 

I then performed tlie following operation. After cutting down upon 
the ulna and sawing off each extremity, upon which a ligamentous sub- 
stance had formed, I perforated both the upper and the lower portion 
of the bone, with a small drill, about one third of an Inch firom each 
Siwii extremity, I then passed a fine annealed iron wire, with which I 
vas provided, through each hole, and, after bringing its ends together, 
Ivisted them with a pair of pliers, until the ends of the bone fairty and 
closely met. I then, with bone-ni|)pers, took off all of the twisted wire 
that was superfluous, and bent down tlie ends to prevent injuiy of the 
aiQscles. The operation was completed by drawing the soft parts to* 
gietber by adhesive straps, and other dressings proper. The arm was 
then placed in splints, and, when the patient was able to sit up, it was 
sospended in an ordinary sling. Considerable inflammation followed, 
with suppuration ; but at the end of three weeks the external wotmd 
bd healed, and no ahsre^'^es formed afterwards. Callus formed, and 
the bone united in about the usual time. 
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Some months after the ulna became perfectly stiff, I performed a 
similar operatioD upon die radius, with like success, and, what v\ n> grati- 
fyini;, tl)e wound healed by the first inttntion ; no suppuration following 
the ituertim of the wire. As the radius stiffened and bee^ime 6fin, the 
patient threw aside his splints and began to make use of his arm. It is 
now about one year since the last operation. Tlie arm is perfectly well, 
and the man is able to mow and cradle rye, and engage in other labo- 
rious ocrupntions. The provisioiiarv callus has been ab«^orbed, and tlie 
arm is bin liiiK^ disfigured. As a necessary result of the numerous ope- 
rations, the arm is slightly shortened, and bears upon its surface j^cai-s, 
hori(-.ral)!e to llie man as showing his great perseverance and coura-je. 
He now ubio to support ins family by the ial>or of his liands. In siiorl, 
he is now buvedirom becomiDg a burden to the community in w hich he 
resides. James M. Smith, M.D. 

Sprin^idd, Ala^s., Sept. 1, 1851. 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SUKGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON, SEPTEMBER 10, 18 6 1. 



Location of the New Liinatic Hosjrital in Massachusetts. — No wonder 
that surprise is created in the minds of strangers, that bucb marked avidity 
is shown by different towns in the Commonwealth to have this instiiutioa 
located in their mid9l. Commissioners of location have been ranging over 
the State to find the most favorable position for it ; which simply meanst 
it is presumed* that thoy liave sought a place where land could M had on 
^ good terms, and enough of it, too, and where other favorable circumstances 
are combined, such as ease of access by railrond?', and the abundance and 
cheapness of the necessaries of life. It has so happened that wherever 
the toinnmtee made a halt for exploraiion, they were waited upon by the 
leading persons of ihc conimunii), inviiing ihem to put iheir felakt's dowD. 
Even counsel was employed in some instances, to state cogent reasooa 
why they should go no further, and also operate on their syropathies. 
How far their bowels of compassion were moved, reporters have not pro- 
claimed. It is certain, however, that the gentlemen hav t ot yet found 
a resting-place. The motives which actuate the people oi ihe Stale in 
this malfrr are various. While some imacrine iliat it will cciifer a moiety 
of di>iirii noii upon the city of their hahitatioii to have the charily wiihm 
sight ol iheif dwellings, oihers have an eye to the rise of real estate, 
consequent upon the erection of a great paUic edifice in the vicinage. A 
permanent lodgement of a hundred or two State beneficiaries, to another 
order of minds, opens a perpetual market for the Surplus ve'gelable crops 
in the neighborhood, &c. Probably, also, motives of an elevated and be* 
nevolent ctiarartcr influence some of those who are con.pasj^inir sea and 
land to brinjj the one hundred thousand dollars to anchor ju iheir lu igh- 
boriiood. The Couimis>iiiners have an unenviable duty to perforni, since 
iTiaiiy will be disappoinied, if not otfeiided, whenever a decision is made 
that cuts off their hopes. 
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Prcgrm of Siff'gery, 1^ 

A third lunatic asylum will probably be required before many years. 
InsaDity is on the inereue; the causes producing it are always operating ; 
lod white intemperance, political excitement, relinfioas controrersies, indi* 

ridual misfortunes and vices exist, accommodations for lunatics will be 
r)e«ded. The Worcester Hospital is badiy located, and the Legislature 

shoold remove it from the centre of that bustling city, to a quiet, airy, 
pl<>asnnt retreat, in the centre of a farm of at least four liundred acres. 
The soil, the trees, the arable fklds, the gardens, shriil)bery, dairy and 
workvjhnp? of a domain of such dimensions, under a skilful nieiJical su- 
penuieiident, would be a most powerful curative agent for a diseai>ed mind. 



Progrtu of Surgerf^Dueasei of the Lungs. — While all the branchee 
or art are progressing, and new and surprising discoTeries are being- mide 
in science, sui^ry may be said to remain nearly stationary. True, it has 
mnflp adrnnces, and now stands high as a scientific, hnnornMe and useful 
pursuit. The ancients could have entertained no conception of the ex- 
traordinary resourcL's of sur<Tery as practised in our day. Kven one hun- 
dred years ago, the best etforts of French and English surgeons were 
rade and random cuttings, compared with the saccessful resources of mo- 
deio surgery. Without a minute iamilierity with anatomy, which was 
not then possessed* no deep-seated explorations with a knife could be en- 
tered upon. 

What now remains to 1 - f!one, to carry surrrcry still further ? In the 
excision of tumors, the management of aneurisms, amputations at the 
sboulder and hips, extraction of diseased bones, atjd in the openinjr the 
eyes of the blind and the ears of the deaf, it seems quite iin|>ojssible that 
ioy more expertness can be acquired than has been manifested. Still it 
is not, perhaps, too much to hope that a hold movement may vet be made 
Is relieve the lobe of a diseased lung. If any very striking^ aevelopmenl 
can rationally be anticipated, it may be looked for in that direction. Na- 
ture's careful provision of two apartments in the chest, indicates the possi- 
bilitv of relieving one side, or one lobe, when the other is sound and in 
tlie performance of its functions. Tliousands of deaths annually occur 
from the diseased state of one lunq^, or perhaps only a poriiun of it. If 
that could be put to rest, till an inflammation or ulceration was overcome, 
then snrgery would indeed acquire a new triumph. This idea has been 
frequently suggested, but no one has dared to make a beginning. All 
kiods of theoretical objections are raised, as there were to Harrey's ex- 
planations of the circulation of the blood, to the cutting the recti muscles 
of the eye for squinting, and the crumblin;^ of the stone in the bhulder, 
inste ad of taking it out whole by that frightful tool, the irori^ot. Acridcnis 
bare repeatedly shown that the thorax may be penetrated with impunity, 
and the lungs exposed, and even torn by splinters of fractured ribs, with* 
wt destroying life. Theoretical arguments might be adduced to show 
that while one sound lung was carrying on the vital processeSt the surgeon 
wrald be justified in attempting to arrest the force of disease in the other. 



Legitimate Mediciries.'-^K circular of Messrs. Pond & Morse, druggists, 
of Rutland, Vu, notifies the profession of that State that their business ia 
condttcted upon the plan of Messrs. Phiibrick, Carpenter & Co., of Bos- 
ton, viz. , that of dealing in legitimate articles only, ** Patent medicines and 
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nostrams of every descriptioQ will be entirely ezcladed from Ibepremifles." 
Tbie lesolutioQ indicates the triumph of iotelligenee. For many yean, 
tbe profession of a druggist and apothecary emhreced the nle of any tad 
every kind of villainous mixture that a speculator chose to represent u 

a specific article for some phy^^ical affliction. We would by no means de- 
nnrince as aiders and alxHtors in ih** commission of a crying sin, gentle- 
men who happen to have ihtvse worthless productions in their stores. It is 
their express calling' to buy and sell and get gain — they cannot reason up* 
on the probable eflecis of the sale of every article of traffie« Qiider tin 
daily pressore of their complex business affiiirs. They most have some df 
every tningf that customers call for— and hence, sarsaparilla without a gmia 
of the true article in it, bear's grease extracted from Cincinnati hogs, and 
thousands of other preparations equally absurd and useless, are placed with 
them on commi.«sio!i. If all those who have made themselves sufficienily 
rich in this current of trade, liko «ome distillers who become sudden 
converts to the lempenince refornuiiion, would ubaudun this portion oi 
their traffic, it would be gratifying to the medical profession, if to no one 
•We, because the longer a house has been established, the greater it its 
circle of influence in distributing these abominables* Messrs. Pond k 
Morse have commenced upon a principle that cannot fail of being approved, 
and we trust will he eminently successful. Physician?? who deprecate the 
use of patent medicines and nostrums, to be consistent will naturally ex- 
tend them their patronage. They should be sustained — for it is a praise- 
worthy stand they have taken, honorable to themselves and exceediogly 
important to the community in which they reside. 



Death of Dr. Wheatofit of Providence, R. I. — At a Special Meeting of 
the Rhode Island Medical So-'iety, holden at the residence of Dr. Man- 
ran, August 30, 18J1, the loiiowiog preamble and resolutions were UDtoi- 
mously adopted, viz : — 

Wkereast The Fellows of this Society, having learned with deep regret 
of the death of their former President, tbe venerable Levi Wheaton«M.D.| 
of this city, would express their high sense of his many virtues, his emi* 
tient talents, and distinguished professional and classical acquirements. 

1st. Resolved, That they deeply sympathize with the bereaved family 
in their irreparable loss, and as a testimonial of their persona! esteem and 
regard, will attend in a body tbe funeral of their late friend and profe«5ioD- 
al a^^bociate. 

2d. Resoloed, That a copy of the foregoing Resolutions be presenittl 
to the family, published in the papers of the city, and also placed upon 
the permanent records of the Society. 

J. W. 0. Ely, Bmc. Stcrektry. J. Maxtbam, itd Vice PmideiU, 



The Veterinary Journal. — The first nurDoer of a periodical ili v(.;ed to 
the diffusion of veterinary knowledge, edited by George H. Dadd, Al.D., 
has been issued in Boston. Tbe work is to be published monthly, at tbe 
low price of SI a year, and is deserving of patronage. It is the province 
of humanity to encourai2:e a branch of knowledge that contemplates the 
amelioration of the condition of sick animals, and proposes a rational, 
scientific medication, founded on the laws of their orij^nizalion, instead of 
the murderous system of larrier)', which has been the disgrace of our 
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coaotiy. Fine breed* ol hovses, cows, and other domestic animals, the 

Kcorapanimenls of man in his civilization, arc the pride and sources of 
reliable property of the farmer, who feeds them upon rational principles, 
deduced from long observation upon their habits, character and tendencies; 
but in re^rd to the diseases to wliick ihey are iiicideiu, from the vicissi- 
tudes of climate, bad management, anoecessary exposures, and lha crnel- 
ties ofieo inflicted on them* no adequate provision has been made. It is 
oaeof the anomalies of every day life, that a Taluable aiiimal is given up 
tot confessedly ignorant man, to be dosed for a malady of which he knows 
Mthing, wilh drugs the action of which he cannot predict, from not know- 
in? their specific characters. Veterinary science propones to prescribe for 
sick and maimed animals on scientific principles, precisely as human he- 
inff« are treated by the physician and surgeon. We have always regarded 
iu proper held for the exercise of medtcal talent, and W no means he- 
Mitlitbe dignity of any man, however eminent and professionally inflo* 
ential, to know how to alleviate the suiTerings of a poor dumb beast. If 
a particular course of education is pursued wilh reference to this special- 
ty, it ii better still. It is one's is^norance, and not his distinguished at- 
•linmenis, that degfrades a profession. There is no reason why an accom- 
p i^hed veterinary practiiioncr should not have as good and prominent a 
piace in society, as a quack who tampers with the lives of his fellow men 
onder &lse pretensions, and takes their money without renderings an ade- 
qaate equivalenL We hope this new work will meet with much success* 



Mediral Ijif^-rature in Dewnark. — A package of books came to hand a 
lew d ivs since, embracing various medical subjects, which show the acii- 
vity and zeal of medical men in the north of Europe. They are indefa- 
tigable workers. Their mistake is, that an inquiry is pursued till it can 
neither be seen nor appreciated in the extreme state of tenuity which those 
profoQad. and patient students leave it Accornpanying the volumes, was 
a note from one of the oldest and most influential of the professors of the 
University of Copenhagen, who roust verge upon eighty years of age — 
which was as follows : 

''Copenhagen, June, 1851. — Allow me, my dear sir, to recall myself in 
toor kind remembrance, by sending you the enclosed. Although it is long 
siiice I had news from you, I hope you are happy and well. So am I — 
but I now grow old. I send you my kindest wishes and compliments. 

«* Yours most truly, C. Otto. 

"Ts Dr. /. Y, C. Smlh^ BoiUn, Amerka.** 



Acmuckeurs Chair — Phyuaam and Apothecaries, Mr. Editor, bir. — Allow a 
ia&nd and subscriber the opportunity to write of a few things that « indicate »» 
tlweiialeaoe of afew ^Mooae screws" in our professioDal car. Occasionally a 
new invention is pannh«d before the medical community, as the jrroat desidera- 
tum, without til'" purchase of winch, no improvement can bless the world, nor the 
reiara of the dark age» be prevented. In your last issue, I find a recommeadation 
«f an AoeoQcheur's Chair; and the lansiuage of commendation employed to set 
faith ito merits, would lead the verdant'mindetl to the conclusion, that without 
iifh Tin apparntu**. no child can be decently ii-hcred into the world. This com- 
raendalion. i believe, is all gas, with the excepiiou of a few grains of erapin- 
daa. For all needfal in the most painful and protFaeted casss of tokology, is a 
food hud bed with its modest and decent arrangement^, such as can be found in 
almaiaaj dweiUug; and a horizontal poeition ia the most natural and easy one 
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the daughter of Eve can occupy when travail overtakes her. It is a shame that 
men staadingh^h iathe profeaaion, shotild aid individuals b foisting their doauf 

aud expensive inventions upon the credulity and patronage of community. la 
four hundred cases of obstetric?, all of which terminated well. I found no occa- 
sion for any thing beyond the hard bed, and the simple arrangement which 
may be found in almost any dweliinj?. The neoessity for the acooncheur^s chaii 
is dl folly — it exists only in the pockt i i i< m ve, in my opinion. 

AnotJiei thiiiiz I vvi h tn notice is. the relative position of physicians and apothe- 
carie^^. Most of our druggists prepLire, keep and vend, nostrums. Tha?e wht 
do not, often prescribe and sell loedicine, witliout any prescription from a physi- 
cian. No«r, if druggists expect the patronage and countenance of our profefisioo. 
is it not their obvious duty to refrain from prescribing, abandon the sale of pateni 
medicines, and dispense the healing remedies only when a prescription is btought 
them from a regu hi r physician? ♦#»#♦•♦• 

I have a few things more to suggest, but will omit writing them until I kwH 
whether my crude eomposition is deemed worthy of being sprea<I befote tiw 
refined appetites of yoDf readef8» YoniBy &e. H— TiMi. 

Boston^ SepUmbtr 4, 1851. 



Medical Miscellany. — Dysentery is bliU very prevalent in the couulry.— The 
oitizens of Auburn have secured the location of the proposed College for female?, 
to that city, by subscribing $20,000 towards its establishment. — There is a female 
now residinjr in Clarke Co., Geor^'ia, who is K^3 years of age. She is quite active, 
lively and ciieerful, converses liuently, and reads well without the use of glasees.— 
At Ashe^ N. Mr. William Walters (a dwarf, about 23 yean old, and net mora 
than 30 inches tall, and weighs 35 poundf^), was married to Miss Elizabeth Sawyei^ 
(a full ^rown woman), daughter of Martin Sawyen*. all of Wythe county.— Dr 
ixariMjn, of Batavia, N. Y., lately excised a tumor that occupied uearly half oi 
the front part of the chest.— Dr. Ludns Gook, of Wendell, recovered $131 dsos* 
ges of Samuel French, of same town, at the recent term of the Franklin Com- 
mon Pleas Court, for havinfr iittfred the followinii slander: "Dr. C. is a d i 

econndrel, and U round kiiliufj tblkt*, and has killed mv wife and one odier ol mv 
family ; my wile would havo heeu alive now but for Dr. C. — Mext month, I8M' 
ical lectures will commence at (|uite a number of the schools of medicine in 
this country. — A very beautiful eililici? is being completed at Pittstield. Mass., for 
the Berk-'hire Medical College. The town pave live thou.sand dollars towards it- 
Why does not some competent gentlemen deliver a popular course of lectures oa 
Chemistry, the eoming winter, in Boston 1 Here is an unoccupied field for fcnie 
and profit. — A large number of medical gentlemen are now in Europe, from N^w 
England. — Dr. Huirtce Green, of New York, is said to be purchasing a costly mu- 
seum for the new Medical School in that city. 



To CoaaicspoirpxiiTSw— Papsrs have l>een icccived from Dis. J.Brjau, U. D. B«aiieyiO> V' 
Rsndall, W. M. Coioell, E. J. Cose, sad '* Saua C^uiqtie, Jr." 



Makhiki), — Dr. Ilol>crl F. Cbase,or Su Louis, Mo., to Miss K. E. French —Josiah I. Hail, 
M.D., of Chester. N. II., to Mrs. 8. Aney.^Erwin WdMtsr, M.D., of Piymoutb, to Mte Hanict 
W. Leaned, of Nortbliridfe. 

Died,— .4t Kcunebunk. Me., Samuel Emerson, M.D.. 84..— At WalerviUc. Me., Dr. HsB CfcMCi 
59.— Al Providrm o, R. I,, Levi Whea ton, M.l).,90.— Al Provi.U iico, Dr. Silas James, 

Vork, Henry Gray, M.D., sou of ilcarv Gray, Km., laio of BosioD.— Ai Louisville, K).. 
Dr, W. H. Winloek. 



DttUlU in liMloit— forth««»«ek«idia|^8atnn)ay noon, Sept. G, 88.— Male«» 44— f<R<nai«s. ** 

Accidenial, 1 — a|iO|)!i<xv, 2— if •'s, 1 — <li«.c:u« of t>o\M !s,'I4 — iiiOammaUon of l»o\v« ts. S— oiw»» 
1— 'flisvake of liroiu, 3— «ousuiii[<iini), 'J — convuUion^, J — cholera infantum, 8 — rholfrn niurt'<>i«. 
debility, 1 — dysentery, (i—diarriKi a, r>—dfopiy, t—drop.'^y ui l)riua, I — typhus lever. 2 — \wop*H 
eoilgh, 1— di.seasc of the heart, 1 — iiiicmprrr(ttrr, 1 — inniiii'lr, .) — dlseSM of Iiv«r» 1-^*'**'"'**' 
measles, 1— sunallpoi, 1— teeUiiug, 'J — uiikiiuHii, 1— worms, I. 

Under 5 years, 66 — l>elweenr) and yeart. 6— betweOi W and 10 years, 19— * 
aad 60 years, 4— over 60 yean, 3. Americans, 30 ; foreigiieis sod cbildiea of fiMvigix*"' ^• 
Tbe above iaeludee 10 Uesibs at tHe City laBtiiutioos. 
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RECOVERY FROM DROWNING. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

SfB, — Believing the remarks, with case appended, in your Jouroal for 
July 16. upon the treatment of those drowned, calculated to eflect great 
good by directing attention to the proper mode of proceeding, I am in* 
dooed to offer for your pages the following interesting case of recovery 
which occurred to myself in the summ* t of 1818, before I bad com- 
nenced the study of medicine. £dward Jbnnbr Coxe, M.D. 

New Orleans, August 26, 1851. 

Most frpfjuciuly rases of drowning occur where it is difficult, and often 
iaipssiblc, to prorurc medical aid ; and in such, where time is of pi in a y 
importance, it cauuol be questioned that the narrative of the couisc pui- 
sucii in successful ca<e>, may prove really valuable, and merit bein^ re- 
corded for the benefit of others. 

In the month of August, 1818, being on a visit to a relative, Mr. J. 
S., ou the North River, 1 was, after dinner, aroused by the cries of the 
domestics, that a black child, scarcely 2 years old, was missing ; and 
fears were entertained that he had fallen into a large cistern, extending 
UQiier ground, near the house. I instantly endeavcwed to find and haul 
Dp the child by means of a long pole, having a hook attached, and used 
for drawing buckets of water. Not heing able to discover the bod y , I 
h(l to grope about the bottom of the cistern, hoping to entangle the 
dress in the hook. After several minutes thus employed, I was fortu- 
nate in 6nding the hook attached to something, and drawing it up, was 
gratified to see the child suspended by its frock. On examination, t 
found respiration and circulation extinct, the surface livid, and death 
present, as far as the funrtions of the vital origans were concerned. 
Now, what was to he done to endeavor to restore the action of the 
lungs and heart ? 1 wa^ entirely unacquainted with any mode ut' pro- 
ceedins. Mr. S. was absent, no physician within several niiles, and 
only i^o colored females present to r«Muler such services as I rniifht order. 
Most fortuuatelv there was a coin ol ihe Edinburgh F^ncvclopedia in the 
library, and after ordering the clothes to be removed, the body exposed 
ID the sun, and constant irictioD with die hand, 1 referred to the article 

7 
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^ drowning/' to find what ooght to be done. A hurried glance ovrr tlie 
pages induced me to go to work with hot friction, hot water, and breath- 
ing into tiie nostrils. Hot water as a bath, hot ashes to rub with, were 
freely and unceasingly used, at the same time I continued the infktioQ 
of the lungs, through the nostrils, alternated with gentle pressure on the 
breast, to imitate as much as possible natural respiration. Without being 
able to specify the precise time the child had remained under water, it 
was thought, taking all the preliminaries into consideration, that about 
fifteen minutes had elap'^cd })rior to the employment of any means for 
resuscitation. One tJung is certain, by the watch between two and 
three hours elapsed that were unceasingly employed in rubbing, bathing, 
and hieathing into the nostrils, before the least sign of returning anima- 
tion was manifest, when to ray great joy there was one gasp, a strong 
inducement to continue my efforts. Several lumules passed before a 
second occurred ; after which, the respiration and circulation were folly 
re-established, and Uie life saved. Some idea may be formed of tbe 
amount and force of the heat and fricdons, when it is stated that a ooo- 
mderable portion of the skin of the limbs and body was found to ban 
been abraded, requiring for some time mild unctuous applicatimn to 
vesture the parl9 to a healthy conditbn. After hours of bard labor in 
the hot sun, I had the satbfaction of seeing my effiirts crowned with suc- 
cess ; but little did I imagine 1 was inflicting so extensive an injury to 
the skin. It is most probable had I known what might have rcsultedi I 
should not have been enabled to report the successful issue of the case. 
Under similar circumstances, 1 would have no hesitation in pushing the 
same means to a similar extent, if necessary. 

In conclusion, I think I may fairly recommend, in cases of drowuiag) 
the Ibllowing course to bo pursued. 

1st. Remove the wet clothes, and see that the mouth and nostrils be 
free from foreign suVisiances. 

2d. Place the botly in a warm i"oom, allowinir a free circulation of air. 

3d. Continue uninterruptedly, for many hours if necessary, friction 
with hot ashes, salt or sand, and give a hot bath, if practicable, using 
friction all the time. 

4th. Simultaneously w ith tlie above, continue unceasingly the forcing 
of air into the lungs, by blowing into the nostrils a full volume of fresb 
air with the mou£. In doing this, the lips should be closed with the 
fingers, to prevent the escape of air by the mouth. Immediately after 
each full insufflation, the breast should be gently pressed with tbe band , 
to imitate natural respiration. 

5tb* The respiration and cinsulation being re-established, place tbe 
person in bed, give small quantities of mild nourishment, and^ if neces- 
sary, a little wine or brandy. 



To the Editor of the BnHon Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Df.ar Sir, — [ scud you tlie followinii; translation from the Comptes 
Kendus of July, of this year. It is an extract from a note by iVl. Bau- 
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deos, and is calculated to encourage our surgeons in their e^rts to ex- 
l^d the domain of operative surgery. Yours, &c. 

FmMphia, Sept, 4ih, 1851. James Bbtan. 

BZCiaiOlf OP THE SUPERIOR MAXILLARY BONE-USE OP CHLORO- 

FORM-^URE OF THE PATIENT. 

A lABMER, aged 36 years, having received a moderate blow on the 
dmk, below the orbit» last January, came to consult me on the 9tb 
of June Ibr a tumor which had grown in the centre of the left superior 
nnxillanr bone. This tumor, a&ut the size of an orange, presented the 
mixed characten of an osseous cyst and of osteo-saicoma. The rapid 
progress of the disease, and the danger of cancerous degeneration, de- 
manded an operation without delay ; and 1 decided to perform it on the 
13th of June. 

Before the discovery of the anaisthetic agents, the suii^eon recoiled 
Ibai the effect of pain. He should, he must balance between the 
amount of suffering connected with a great operation, and the probabili- 
ties of cure. Now, this conduct would denote want of skill ; it would 
be to impose limits to art, which the supprrsston of yrnm has extended, 
since Dr. Jackson has discovered in ethrr iIk^ means of supprv-'^i-M- 
pain, and particularly since INT. Flnurens has p i f ted this means by 
the 'discovery of the action of chloroform, and demonstrated by experi- 
ments ihe mode of using it without dan*»er. I say witljout danj/er, for 
l:as is the ureal service renderod bv M. Fiourens to science ; lie has de- 
monstraled that the ann»sthetic aLrent acts fin?t upoli tln^ posterior roots 
of the spinal nerves, then on the anterior roots, and thai the sentieiit 
principle is effaced always before that of motion. 1 hence infer that 
we cannot without danger afl^t the motive power, while the sentient 
pover may be overcome without committing homicide. Hence, also, I 
sever carry the action of chloroform to collapse, to the entire relaxation 
of the limbs. 1 entirely avoid preK)ccupatbn during the operation, and 
inve been able, by stopping at the point of insensibility, to employ chlo- 
nrfbrai in Val-de-Grace, more than a thousand times, as well on the wound- 
ed in February and June as on those at other times, without the occur- 
nace of a single accident ; while I have been able, by suspending it 
at intervals, to suppress pain for half an hour or more. 1 followed 
the plan of Velpeau, modified by the condition of the bone, as well as 
the modes of Dnpnytren, Guerseiit, and some others, in excising the 
I'ft superior maxillary bone. With the aid of saw^ nf nil kinds, of a 
tfii « i and mullet, 1 elevated successively the left superior maxillary, a 
I'^Ttion of ilie malar bone, the vomer, the ossa turbinata, the nasal face 
o! tlie ethmoid, and a |>ortion of llie rii^lit superior maxillary bone. 'VUh 
Je?ere op**niiion lasted fifteen minutes ; hut, thanks to the chloroform, the 
patient e\j)erienced no jiain, and twenty-lbiir days afterwards returned to 
Ills province, entirely cured of a disease which would have rapidly de- 
Jtroyed him. 1 must add that no serious luemonhagc occurred ; and, 
A consequence of the ice applied, after my usual method, during several 
days, on the hct and Ibrehead, traumatic inflammation did not extend to 
tbebead. 
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This success (adds the author) is calcttlated to eneoatage pracliteers ; 
they need not be abashed at an operation, less teirible, in reality, tim 
we generally diink, especially when we reflect on the rapidly morw cob> 
sequences which follow the extension of the disease. 



GANGRENE AFTER LABOR-A SINGULAR CASE. 
TConminilratad iter th* BiMtao M<nIIc»I Mid Snifleal Journal.] 

Mrs. Snell, of Elizahethtown, N. Y., act. 42, llie mother of several i 
cliil'Ir<?n, and of previous go(>(\ hraltli. Itiit vvty corpulent, affords the j 
subject of this sketch. Duriiii; ihe hisi w iiiier and spriiiL', slie, uiih i 
her husband and fiiends, considered henselfas pregnant ; but as the time I 
drew nigli fur her dehvery, some of her wiser female friends suggested i 
that there was a imsiake in the matter, that there was extreme corpu- 
lency only, williout pregnancy. Soon after, she was taken sick with \ 
syiiipioms of labor, and sent for her physician, who was called upon to 
decide, if possible, the important questk>n. After making suitable inoui- • 
ries, and a vaginal examination, he decided in accordance with the otMr 
friends, prescribed a ** pain killer,** and departed. In forty-eight boujs 
after, he was summooeo again, and presented with a large stilUtxNm male 
child! Four weeks subsequent to tiiis, I first saw the patient, with Drs. < 
Morse and Hall. I could obtain but a veiY imperfect hbtory of the 
case, as she had had little medical counsel, and her own description of it, 
with that of lier friends, was very unsatisfactory and indefinite. She bad 
not " got up " as quick as usual; was ''weak"; had poor nppniite; 
** pnins all over": bowels as lart;e as before cofinn<'rnent : Imd had 
but lillle pain in tljuui ; not much tenderness; l(x:bial (li>cliarL:e niucb^'! 
formerly ; was able to be (irt's^ed and sit n|)some ; iboniibt slie "^huuW iio , 
well enouL!;li. I'lii v\ Ji> a little cune«'in<-d about a "black spot" upon 
the bowels (!) : b id iakcii, since coufiuemenl, from one pint to oni ijiwri 
of old rum per da), b(»pin<( to " fe^ strength^' ! V\)<ju examiniuieii I i 
fouiiil a gangrenous spot just below the umbilicus, the size of the haad; j 
the bowels very nmcli distended, and evidences of extensive inflaiamS'- i 
tion, perhaps of an erysipelatous character, in the abdominal parietes; j 
pulse 140 per minute, small and irresistible; tongue dry and cracked; ; 
countenance haggard and anxHNis ; thirst ; restlessness ; coldness of | 
extremities; bowels torpid; urine scanty and high colored. Ordered i 
charcoal and yeast poultices to the abdomen, stimulating enema sod ' 
tonics, bark and wine, alternating with elix. vitriol, to be given at short [ 
intervals, with animal broths. 

The subsequent history I find thus recorded. 

July 5th.--Gangrene extending ; the skin rises up like dough under 
the operation of yeast ; room very offensive ; patient some relieved by 
enema ; rested well last night ; symptoms much as yesterday. 

8tli. — ^The slouch fully formed and inclined to separate. Punctured 
tlie de:id })ortion \ r^t^M'Iny, and caui^lit four ounces of excee(iini:ly of- 
fensive (luid, of ll»e appearance of muddy water. By-standei's declareU 
it to be the ccQtents of smail intestines. The slough covers a space of 
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ibrty square inches. Patient able to sit up some, and smoke a pipe. ^!) 
Geoeial symptoms much as Ibrmerij. Neishbcrs complain of the " tn- 
tikrMt Mtenck ^ io ptssing the boiiae. A laiige abscess seems gathering 
b the right side, 

9th« — ^Was able to remove the entire slough to-day. A fearful-look- 
iog deer now presents itself, four inches deep at the lowest place. The 
peritoneum seems not to be involved, but is easily recognized at particu- 
lar points — the shape of tbe intestinal folds being easily distinguished* 
Opened a large abscess io the i ight epigastric region^-an unfortunate 
addition to the existing evil. Ordered stimulaots, tonics, particidar care 
lo (^!»^t and ulcer. Prognosis favorable. General symptoms improving. 

J1[[i. — l^atient belter. Is able to sit np some. Healthy granulations 
are fonning. Courage of the patient and fj u nd^^ brightening. Gave an 
occasional laxative and anodyne in addition to the tonics. Cleanse the 
ulcer with chlod. soda. Apply nit. silver, sim* cerate, &&c. 

20lh. — Patient improving very fast. 

30th. — Mrs. S. ridt^ out, ilie ulcer is nearly healed, and there is every 
prospect of a perfect recovery. H. D. Hamney. 

fVtstjtart, Essex Co,, x., Sej)L 4th j 1851. 



mrza taken from iilarlng med. lcctl^res in Philadelphia. 

BT JOSKPU COMSTOCK, M.D., UCSAKOM, COKlf. 

Db. Jambs, Profesutr of Midwifery, said, in using the foiceps always act 
from handle to handle, and in no other manner, which is a general role. 

The King of Naples and the two Sicilies passed a law that whoever 
should obstruct the Ca^sarean operation should he adjudged guilty of ho- 
micide. Some French writers, as Petit, think that women sometimes go 
with child twelve or fourteen months. The laws of the United States 
lecognize forty weeks as the period of utero-gestation in the human spe- 
cie*. Dr. James sard that the confusion in rcrkoninir time oriLnnated 
chiefly hum some women rerkoniivj lunar, and others calendar months. 
Hp tolfl us that tlx* rnlrulufion must be made by calendar* and not lunar 
li»ne. Dr. .1. liissents eniiiely froTu ihe opinion of lllj>pocrates that 
the infant is more apt to live at st'ven months than ;if the more advanced 
period of eitjht months. Women ^utfer more in civilized than iu savage 
lifp. Fear ol baini is poiL^nant in the former, but anticipation dislutbs 
not iho latter. The position of the child in the womb resembles that 
of a person at rest, as observed by Harvey. Ho would not rupture the 
memhranes hy art. Would not insist on the woman io travail walking 
sboot, but would let her consult her own ease. 
Dr. Rush, on Catarrh, htftuenxa and Contimption, 
Catarrh is an inflammatory affection of the mucous and Schnetdetian 
membrane ; and when this afTection extends down into the v^sels of 
the hings, it produces pneumonia, and frequently lays the foundation of 
eooaumptioo. Many catarrhs are induced by exposing the back to the 
oold air when we sit by a good Bre. Also by inhaling cold air into the 
kmgs when we are warm in bed. The Russians, Canadians, and other 
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inhabitants of cold countries, remedy this source of catarrh by heatiug 
tbetr rooms day and night by means of eloae stoves. In Hdlaud, how- 
ever, the inhabitaDts avoid catarrhs by remahifng all the tame withom 
fice—raking up their 6res after cooking tb^ roeab, as we do at night on 
going to bed. ^ Catarrh brought on by removing a library, is said to occur 
fiom the mustiness of the b^ks. 

Jk/tuenxa, or epidemic catarrh, is often a precursor of malignant dis* 
cases, but sometimes of their cessation and departurs. The iolkieiiia 
of 1807 was one of a bilious kind, with bihous evacuations and remitting 
lever. It sometimes passes by jails and hospitals, and is most npt to 
affect those in the open air. It was epidemic in Europe in 1801 and 
180'2. and is sometimes end^mir. Garrick's method was to cot salt ham, 
or a salt liomri<^, so as to indur*» him from thirst to drink freely, and 
thus produce |x*rsj)iraii<>?K A man in New York cured his iamiiy by 
parboiling iliern, as he t« inn tl a ; i. p.. hy the warm bath. 

Consttmpt'ion ronvcys Jrom on«' **iiriitij lo one quarlor of ilie inimbi- 
tants of njd [ of niii lnr'j<i cities to liicir graves. Dr. Rtk-h calls it 
monicula. Uuui, lin umatism and venereal virus have excited it. it s 
always preceded by general debility. Dr. Beddoes found most con- 
sumptives among those who led sedentary lives. When it arises from 
cough, it does not occur until the cough has produced general debility. 
Happy the patient, attacked with consumptive complaints, who has bi^ 
rooptysis. It produces the effect of local bloodletting. He does not 
allow tubercles to be the cause of consumption, but a consequence of 
preceding disease. [?} Hydatids have in a few cases been coughed up, 
■nd oftraer calculous substances. It sometimes proves fiitu in fire 
ornx weeks, and is tlien called galloping consumption. It is a 61iai 
disease. Dr. Craig, of Maryland, lost all his cliHdfen, eight in number, 
by it. Yet neither tlie doctor, his wife, or their ancestors, wore subjects 
of it. Other instances of the same kind were noticed. When hereditary, 
Dr. Riisli tlioii^ht it most apt to he derived from the fath(T. In Salem, 
in 1799, about one lliiid of the deaths were from coiv^tnn|)tior). Tlicre 
have been (i'\y recoveries of those sent to the West Jiidies from l*iiila- 
delphia. He has s<;en a fatal c;is»' without a cliiil occtirrinij. and two 
oiiiers without ni^;lit sweats. Sniiu* iiave dj<*d without f«*ver. some with- 
out cough. It is sometimes inliiunmatory, sometimes ivjshuid and typhus. 

Hectic fever is a most obsLiiialu disease. I'he iiead «5eldom aches ; 
the appetite is seldom impaired ; and the venereal inclinatiua is said BOt 
to be lessened. The highest and the lowest grades of fever have a 
coated tongue. But this intermediate grade of lever has no coat on tint 
organ. Id fiiur 6fths of the cases of purulent consoroptioo, tuberdes 
are found to exist after death. But there are cases wherein no moriiid 
appearances of the lungs whatever can be detected by post-mortem dis* 
section, and this even when the expectoration has been purulent. He 
thinks that tubercles form suddenly in the lungs. The left lobe il 
oftenest affected. They have been found ia various diseased slates, 
sometimes resembling smoked meat. 

Sifmptoms of the forming stage. — Weakness upon exercise : burning 
in the hands and feet ; pulse weak and small. Sometimes ihege pre- 
monitory symptoms go on a year bcbre a cough commences. 
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Remedies. — In the first, small and repeated blt'< <rni^>. It was used 
150 times in 18 months by Dr. Grillilhs, of FliilaiK-lphia, and family 
with success. Steel, bark, tar-water. Purges may be us^d in this 
state of hectic fever, which idea the doctor took from nature producing 
diarrhom in the late, too late priod of the disease. Nitre in doses of 
fiom ten to twenty grains. Blisters are important. They are better le- 
peattdly applied, than for old ones to be kept too long open. In the 
second stage he has seen arsenic do good, in form of Fowler's mineral 
nbiioo* The diet in this stage should be light, but not cordial. Per- 
laps sweats produced by artificial means may cure the disease, which 
Dature attempts to do by them at too late a period. 

Typkus State of the Diseate,— Hera the diet should be light, but 
€Oidial. One of his pupils made a mistake, and put up two pills of two 
pwa of opium each, instead of opening pills. Tiie patient took the 
four grains of opium, and was better, having slept till l*^ o'clock next 
day, and requ( «:ted a repetition of the medicine. It was coinplird with, 
and he cot \\k:.\\ and hved tiftf'f'n years fifter.v enls. Dr. R. recommends 
fc:r-v>aior. and cloves of garlick. Of iju paialioiis of bark, he prefers 
the iluxham liiiclure. Ho nientiuiitd sduic who had recovered after 
bein^ jfiven uj) by tlifir physi-.-ian He supposed ibis to have lia|i[)rned 
&oii» tiieir re-ortiii!; to a mote noiinsbiuL', coidiai and a'^rceable diet. 
The clothing should be somethiiii: wuiiuor than is eonilorlabie. The 
chamber-horse may be used for exercise. Sea-air \s ranked among the 
ftimulants, and diould not be resorted to in the inflammatory stage* 
As to climate, the summer of Massachusetts and Vermont, the autumn 
of Pennsylvania, and the winter of the southern States, he would think 
the proper mode of deriving benefit from air. Much good and much 
burn has been done by milk diet ; it being improper during the in- 
flammatory stage of the disease. The blood of calves and of lambs 
bs been attempted to be transfused, but this change of the blood 
my be brought about by living \x\yor\ what these animals live up- 
on, that is, milk. A diet chiedy of molasses, euied consumptioii ra 
iNew England. It has been cured Spontaneously by ulcers occurring in 
the arm-pits. The gases of wax and rosin he thiiiK^; ba\ e done little 
good. They are tijipHed only to the lun^s. whereas the disease is con- 
stituiional. Dii^italis he thinks useful in the' infianimatory sta^e, and is 
cn the whole superior to uiany oihcr reiii'-die?. A salivation has some- 
tuits cured, ami be lield tlial ha-mopt v-ls shoidd not pre\ ent a resort to 
it. Lichen Llandicus, and alrorimfjiu', have done no i^ood. \ enery 
rfKHild be stricdy prohibited in botli si xes. iNit/lit and eurly-moinin)^ 
air should be avoided. A woman was taid to be cured by keeping her 
i3ent for five days. For night sweats, wearing a shirt which has been 
•oiked in a strong decoction of oak-bark, is recommended. Swelled legs 
are 10 be treated by rubbing them upwards. Unfavorable signs are ob- 
ihttate cold feet, lice, and fdling of die hair. Secretion of pus is no fa- 
lsi sign. Never fear being reproached with having changed your rem&- 
dies often. Obstinacy in ignorance and error are roost dangerous. For 
coogh, a teaspoon fid of mustard three times a«4iay, or the same quantity 
of powdered rosin. 



Digitized by Google 



( 136 ) 

To tJie Ediior of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

SiR»---A number of your correspondents have suggested and urged the 
propriety of all wlio are engaged in the practice of medicine reporting, 
for the benefit of the profession, such cases as may come withia tbdr 
observation, that arc flf^emed worlhy of note. The suggestion 1 deem t 
good one, and hope will be heeded by those who are better able to gife 
valualde informatioo than myself. I herewith send you my mite. 



FATAL INJURY TO THE CERVICAL VEKTEBRi£. 

Eli Risley, of thU town, aged about 60, and weighing 300 pounds, 
while repairing his miU-dam on the 15th ult., lost his balance, and fell 
backwards, head first, the distance of twelve feet, striking his h< ad and 
shoulders into the uuid to the depth of about fourteen inches. The lad 
who was with him said he remained a moment or two after sticking id 
the mud, with his feet din'otly upwards, when tlie weight of his hcAv 
doubled him forwards and partly to one sido. ns tn liririg the necij 
nearly at right aii<i;h's with tln^ !»ndy. Tlic hoy succeeded in extricating 
his head from tin mud. niid tin a ran for liclp. Keing tiien on a visit to 
a patient in thai lu-ighburiiood, 1 was on the ground before lie was re- 
moved to his house. Found him lying upon his hack, p^vrfrctly con- 
scious of his situation and of all thai was going on around him. His 
niental faculties were as strong as ever; and liis senses unimpaired, with 
the exception of tiie sense of fetliugy every part below the injury being 
completely paralyzed. He conversed freely, gave directions about bii 
temporal afiairs, fully conscious that he could not long survive the injmy. 
After removing him to his house, I bled him freely, administered three 
drop of croton oil, and made use of means to arouse action upon the 
surface. The pulse was wanting at first, but soon returned, and coo- 
tinu(>d full and bounding to the last. The accident happened about one 
o'clock, P. M. About four, I repeated the croton oil, but with little 
hopes of getlinu an operation. A hlister was also applied to the seat of 
the injury, which I judj^ed to be about the second cervical vertebra ; but 
owing to tlie great anmunt of flesh about the part, it was impossible to 
determine exactly. Having some other patients to visit, I w as obliged 
to leave him about three hours in the eveninir. Returned about 11 o'- 
clock. Found him perfectly conscious, with but little alteration, except 
that he could move his nmis, although sensation was entirely destroyed 
in tlicm. !Vo returns h"om the croton. Pulse very mucli acceleruud. 
Jiesortetl aLMin lu \ <'nesection, which riepressed it considerably. About 
two o'clock ill ilir mcniiufr, I beizau to apprehend, from some slight con- 
vulsion^, drowsiiic-s, and occasional wanderinijs, that the brain was he- 
ginning to be iuu>l\ < d in the injury. Shortly an apoplectic shock iu- 
pervened. liled lain u^ain largely. This seemed to arrest the shock, 
and was followed by a return of consciousness. Shortly, however, the 
blow was repeated heavier than before, and it became evident that the 
patient was moribund. He sank down rapidly, and etpired about Ibar 
^just fifteen liouis after the accident. 
I have no room for comments without drawing out my communicatioa 
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to loo gran a Ifingtb, aHhough a number of qaeiiei have naturally sng* 
ftftfld dusmselves to my mud. I will theidbre eoment myaelf with a 
Sm naieRieiit of the eaaei and leave ochecs to make such comments as 
thef pleaae. 

SUITS FOR MAL-PRACTICE 

A perusal of siirfi cases as have lioiu time lu i ii reported in your Jour- 
nal, 15 calculated to arouse nil the indignation ol our natures; and the 
one recently reported from Onondafra County, in this State, is but a repe- 
tition of the inhuman cruehv and injustice pursued against the profession 
by a portion of community whose main object seems to he to break down 
the regular system of practice, and build up their favorite hm$ ; and one 
would suppose, from the levity with which they sometimes treat an oath, 
that juroi-s are not always selected from among those who have adopted 
the Golden Rule for their motto. To show the severity with which 
tbej punish the " regulars" and the mdifbreoce with which they re- 
|ud the hlundeis of miocftv, I wiU give you a brief synopsis of two cases 
which have fallen under mv immediate observation. As 1 have ool the 
nsDOtes of the trials, 1 shall be obliged to report from memory ; bat will 
tnr to be just to all parties ; and if, through iorgetfulness, I sliould give a 
fiJsecobring, the documents can be resorted to for correction. 

Case I. — During my residence in Oswego Coun^, about six years 
ago, Doctor S. Brewster, of Mexico, in that County, was piosecuted by 
one Clapsaddle, for roal-practice in the treatment of a fractured thigh, 
it was proved upon trial that Clapsaddle loosened the bandages himself 
several times, and got the dressings out of place. Dr. B. remonstrated 
with him, and told him the consequences of surh conduct. The doetor 
finally took counsel with him, and re-set the limb. It swelled and l)e- 
came pamful, and Clapsaddle again displaced tlie bandages. His friends 
remonstrHtt'd with him, and reminded him of ihe danger of having a 
sijorieiied limb. His reply was, that " Brewster ^pas aO/c^ to pay for it 
if he didJ^ The doctor again adjusted the baudagi s. and out of pure 
kiiidiit^ continued to attend him when he ought to have quitted him. But 
the patient was wilful, and would have liis own way ; and as was pre- 
dicted, a shortened limb was the consequence. A suit was brought, and 
1 believe all the above facts proved in court. A distinguished surgeon, 
who never saw the patient until the limb was healed, and who is rather 
notorious ibr swearing ccnMm upon his professional brethren, was the 
auin witness in the piosecutioo. Contrary to the expectations of pn>- 
bably nineteen^twentieths of those who heard the trial, a verdict was 
nwmd against defendant of tm hundred doUan. 

Gabs II. — In the fall of 1647, a botanic practitioner, by the name of 
Tyler, attended a case of smallpox, in the town of liSchfield, Herkimer 
Co. The patient was a young man who had followed the Canal, and 
bad there contracted the disease. While attending this patient, Tyler 
went to the bouse of A. G. Norton, and offered to vaodnate the family 
for the kinepox. This he did, or pretended to do, and upon the de- 
velopment ol the infection tt proved to be tlie smallpox. Matter was 
taken (soak the arm of one of this Ifumliy, and introduced into other iiuni- 
7* 
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lies in the neighboriiood, supp^sinir it to be kinepox — but produced, in 
every instance, smallpox by inncidation. The family of C. H. Whit- 
ney, living in the house with ISorton, were exposed through llie means, 
and had the disease the natural way. Some of them were very sick, 
one or two came near dying, and one little sprightly daughter was so 
badly pitted as to render her features ahuost loathsome, and destroy lier 
beauty for life. Tiie two families, of course, were obliged to be shut 
out from the rest of the world for a number of weeks, and undergo all 
the privatKKis incident to such cases* A long siege of sickaen nom m 
loathaome disease was stufoed, and a heavy biU of enpense inciiiTOdy 
which Whitney, at least, was but poorly prepared to meet. He brought 
a suit against Tyler, and the trial was heul at Herkimer in Febiuary, 
1848. The matteis I ha?e before stated were fully proved, and '% wis 
substantiated by the testimony of two respectable pibysidans, Drs. Dow 
and Hunt, that all these cases were gemdne tmaUpox,^^ Scarce any 
defence was attempted, and notbing was elicited on their part, that miti- 
gated the afiair in the least. I think no attempt was made by the prose* 
cution to show that it was any thing more than a culpable mistake, made 
by having both kinds of infection in his pocket, which he had no busi- 
ness to do. 

Wlien the jury retired, T tliink no individual in the Court House, not 
even the defendant, or his conn^( I. expected a verdict less than five hun- 
dred dollars ; and had he been of tlie allopathic school, he might well 
have anticipated double that amount, spiced with a few months' impri- 
sonment. 13ut, wonderful to tell, after mature dekberation, they returned 
a verdict for the plaintiff of five dollars ! ! 

As I before stated, I have reported boili these cases from memory, but 
I believe have given a fair representation, if liie records show any 
defect in my statements, I will cheerfully retract. Comments are wholly 
imneeesBSfy. The professbn fiill well know the secret infliMoccs thai 
are brought to bear against them, and as a matter of self defence it be- 
hooves Sem to expose these influences as &r as they can consislently ; 
and it is with that view that I have been induced to furnish the aboive 
statements for publication. Youis truly, 

LUekfidd, N. F., S^. 4, 1851. O. W. Rimdau. 



PHILADELPHIA FEMALE MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

[A LADY of intelligence, belon^png to Massachusetts, who is determined 
to study medicine, from a conviction that she can be more useful in so- 
ciety by qualifying herself to administer remedies to the sick, has entered 
the new institution at Philadelphia ; and being invited to give us an ex- 
act and reliable account of the school, she writes as follows.] 

Dear Sir, — According to pmiTii'^e. 1 sit down to give you a faithful 
record of what 1 have seen and lieard since I left Boston. I arrived in 
Philadelphia after a pleasant and propitious journey, which I should have 
enjoyed very much, could I have forgotten the injustice which forced me 
to seek among strans-crs, and far from my native State, for that knowledge, 
which^ with all its boasted liberality^ has been denied me there. 
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At 4 o'elock, on Monday, I attended the introduclorf lectm of Dr. 
Moeeley, at the Female Medical College. There were present about 

oue hundred Indies, and twenty gentlemen. Dr. Moseley is a young 
man ol uoi vworti than iliiiiy years, with an open, pleasant countenance, 
and is a mcmbt r of die Society of Friends. 1 learned from Prof. Bryan, 
that hv was formerly connected witli iIk^ Pliilaittjlphia College of Medi- 
cine, as Demonstrator of Anatomy. a i^tudeni of Dr. McClintock, 
and a young man of more than ordinary ability and talent. He is now 
Prof, of Anatomy and Dean of the Faculty. His subject was the an- 
cient uiui iiiodciii luiloiy of medicine, lie \rdd someLhing to say of 
."Esculapius, the father of medicine, of Hippocrates and GaJen ; also of 
Paracelsus, sumamed Bombutiis, who burned the works of Galen before 
In class, dedaring that he had discovered the ** pbilosopber's slone— the 
dbir of life lhat he had a demon in the hilt of his swoni, who was 
•a Oracle of wisdom, and enabled him to perlbrm miraeles, and that 
throogh his agency he should live to the age of Methusaleh— but, uo- 
fistunately for the credit of his demoo, he dwd at the age of 45. From 
tDcient Dr. M. came down to modem history, and s|)okeof the progress of 
medical knowledge in our own country, and of the two noble minds, 
who, amidst opposition and discouragements of every kind, commenced 
i course d medical lectures to a little class of ten ; and he traced the 
upward progress of an institution commenced under such inauspicious 
cimimstances, until it had now become one of the most popidar institu- 
lioiH ill tlie world. He spoke of the selection of this city, the location 
of the first medical college in the rounuy and the " cradle of the arts 
aud sciences," as peculiarly appro])! iute for the foundation of another, 
equally important, and, if po-^ible, more strongly op{K)sed, 

He was followed hv Dr. Elder, also a Friend. He addressed us in a 
ver)' quaint and humoiuLis style, classing us with negroes and idiots, and 
aying many seveie tilings in his peculiarly eccentric way. I should 
judge him to be an ultra reformist m every sense of the wonL He said 
onr prmcipal difficulty lay, not m the oppositkNi of the other sex, but in 
die weakness and imbecility of our own* He drew a laughable yet me- 
Imcholy picture of woman, as we 6nd her m the vmm walks of life, 
with no higher aim than to ape the iashniis, and throw off the responsi- 
bilities of life, spending the precious hours of vouth and health m the 

Girsuit of pleasures which tend to weaken rather than exalt the mind, 
e said he was glad to bear an allusion to Paracelsus ; for whatever we 
ought think of his general character, we could not tnit admire the zeal 
and enthusiasm which he manifested in his profession. He believed eveiy 
aood physician felt the influence of the spirit within " — the demon in 
the hilt of the sword, who guided him in the discover)' of hidden diseases, 
and criahled him to apply the potent remedy. Ih' liolieved physicians 
were notorious lirai^s. and the belter the physician tiie greater the brag* 
And why, In^ a.-^kcd. slioulrl it not be so? They have not the privilege 
accorded otiier pruit -sional men, of exhibiting their talents to the public. 
Their noblest efforts and l^h ati st talents arc perhaps displayed in some 
*iark lane, among the Icav an(i li^uoianT, wiih none lo appreciate them, or 
herald their achievemeois, and why siiuuid ihey not be penmtted lu her- 
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nM tbeir o^^'n works ? He bade m not bo discouraged at the hard-sound- 
ing technicalities of medical books, as the brain was ever subservient to 
the will, iiiui lilt; Jove of the study would make all things easy. He bade 
us bold on to the deiiiuii lu the hilt of the sword, to assiduously cultivate 
the spirit within, that gives eminence to the profession. 

Tuesday we bad Dr. Longshore^s nitioductoiy. He b Prof, of Ob- 
tIeiricB aad DiseasM of Woniea and Chitdrao* He is an activa, enei^ 
getic man, apparently about 40 yearn of age, and aeeois aotlrely devoted 
to the object in which he is engaged. His sobject was woman, ber po- 
sition, sphere and nussion ; and although the subject has been so nre- 
quenlly discussed that every deducible argument has been brought into 
aciioo, yet he handled it in such a manner as to show him a deep thinker 
and ready reasoner. He contended that woman as the mother, educator, 
guide, roooilor, and companion of man, must be his equal in all thioga; 
that weie her mind cultivated, ber talents unfolded, her dormant powers 
brought into action — were she to receive the educational advantR'j^? of 
iiiun, we should find that for quickness of perception, correctness ot judg* 
ment, and depth of tljouLjiit, she is not liis inferior. 

Wedneijday we l!st( ;ujd to Dr. Dickeson. fills ihe chair of Ma- 

teria Aledica and Phannary, and also that of Clu iai.stry. He is aUjut 
35 years of age, tall and spare, and looks highly intellectual. He was 
formerly connected with tlie Jefferson College. He spoke of the con- 
nection between the various branches of medicine, of the short time de- 
voted to each branch by the medical student in this country, and of die 
necessity of so classifying and arranging them as to make them harmo* 
niie and combine lo tli^ best advantage of the student He euloeized 
tile President and Corporation of the instimtion, especially the Hon. 
Jene R. Burden, M.D.y President of the Philadelphia College of Medt- 
oine, dirough whcee eseitioni, mainly, the cbailer was received, and he 
besought us to reward them for their high-minded and praiseworthy es- 
erdons in behalf of the sex, by close application and a determinatioo to 
render omselves worthy of the efibrts they had made. His lecture was 
a rare specimen of eloquence and scholarship. 

On Thursday Dr. Livezey gave us the introductory to his course. 
He is Professor of the Principles and Practice of Medicine. He has 
the appearance of feeble health, nnd looks very younfr, although I was 
informed that he was 3*2. nnd in joyed an ox!en-ivf* city practice. He 
called our attention to the lact that the ]iriiicipies diti'ered from the theory 
of medicine. n<:<!iring us that it would be liis aim to in-itil into our annds 
the known and well-established principles, wuIk)ii! huKli^niiiL^ ii< with con- 
flictins: and speculative theories. His lecture was very appropriate, and 
an able production. 

Friday wo had Di. Fo^iti's jntroductory lecture. He is Pro- 
iessor of Physiology. He appears to be about 45, a Friend, very modest 
and onassunung, but fopresented as a man of good attainments, and 
well oualifiad to fill the chair assigned him. He mid us we should 
4|uentfy need to pmotise the nicest discrimination to distingidisb between 
« ph^iogical and a pathological slate of the system ; that what in one 
Individual migfat bo looked apon as a poiely phyawlogieil fimctioB» in 
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iiiodier would constitute disease, and require the interference of our di- 
vine art. He cautioned us to seek diligently for that knowledge which 
will enable us to detect disease in all its I'aried forms. We must not expect 
a miracle to be wrought in our behalf, or that such knowledge can be ob- 
tained without a proper exercise of those reasoning powers and liicul- 
ties which our Creator lias implanted within us. 

The museum is well filled with objects of interest and usefulness. 
They have many wet preparations, illustrating the organs in health and 
disease, and also many dried specimens of much excellencr. Among 
them is one fiill fii^ure, the vessels injected, which was prepnroH bv ilie 
student*? during the last session. A colossal half head, eye and ear, of 
Azoux's mnnufjicture, I noticed amoriff other apparatus ; also some very 
excellent drawiii<rs from Tyrol's woik upon diseases of the eye. 

From this necessarilv brief notice of tlie Fenialt* Mediral Collerro and 
its professors, I iru^i sou will coincide with Drs. iiiy.ui and M Cluuock 
in the opinion tliat T have done the he^t thing I eoulH, nntlt i the cir- 
cumstances, in :natriculatinw al this instilulion. ll has ever been llie ob- 
ject of my highest ambition to thoroughly understand the diseases to 
which my sex are liable. For 1 believe, 1 knaWt that were there com- 
petent female physicians, who could be consulted without wounding the 
delicacy of the patients, many of these diseases would not be suffered 
to progress until they become incurable before medical aid is sought. I 
ain glad to 6nd so mvorable an opportunity for pursuing my studies, and 
look hopefully forward to the time when women will be recognizeid as 
legitimate practitioners in the " divine art." Respectfully youi-s, 

Fkiladelphia, S^L Qth, 1851. M. F. S. 



INHALATION IN DISEASES OF THE AIR-PASAAGES. 

7*0 the Editor of thi Boiton Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Deak Sir, — In a late munlxT of your Journal there is a short article 
from M. M. Rod^^er^. M.D., of Rochester, N. Y., in which, after giving 
me credit for furnishinrr a " good history of this practice and writiui,^ a <;o()fl 
article," he says " he s|)eaks of the practice as his own suggestion, or 
at least as though he was the first to notice it, or bring it in an improved 
fonn before the profession." Dr. R. will find, if he will read my article 
a^in, that I made no such claim. I quoted from Dr. T. K. Cbambers, 
of London, and gave kii recipe for compounding the powder. I also 
tdded, " I claim no originality (I underscored Ae word) as to the in- 
ventioo of the powder.'* How Dr. R. could have made such a mistake, 
I know not. I never had an idea that the inhalation of certain powders 
in Utese diseases was a new iking. Of this, surely , ample evidence may 
be found in my artlrle, where I have quoted the inhalation of " cin- 
chona, sulphate of iron, myrrh, sub-nitrate of bismuth, sulphate of zinc 
and copper, alum, acetate of lead, and nitrate of silver," and added, the 
neihod in which they were formerly employed was by being mixed with 
sugar." 

But the particular combination of this powder,^ given by Dr. Cham- 
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bers, I bad never before seen described ; and if Dr. R. liad used it, I 
did not know it. His publications liad not reached me. in a word, all 
that 1 thonglit of doing in my article was to ml! ntt<'ntion to this mode 
of treatin*; tliosr (rf^^oa as prarti«<-d bv Ch;iinbei:-. I can ?av, 
so far a? 1 now knov\ , 1 w as ilir i'lv^l in this couiilrv, v.nt to ori'^inniK 
this trcalinenl, but lo lniitnt( it, ami llii- is all I ever claimed. C)l " in- 
haling the tWffor of wdtcr iitii>r< Lni(if> if with nilrntc o/ .s/Ayt," 1 did 
say " this was origmal wiliime, solar as I know ; at least, 1 have never 
seen any account of its havinsi been so used." This single sentence in 
reference to this one kind of vapor is all ihe originality 1 claimed, and 
this even with the proviso, that 1 had never seen any account of its 
being so used. 

Tbe following communications have been received in letters from 
physicians who have used tlie inhaling powder since my article was 
written. Dr. W. W., of S., Conn., under date of October 28, 1650, 
writes, ** Perhaps you recollect the case of a little girl I mentioned to 

you, \s hich we thought was a hopeb^ss case. Sh<^ has entirely recover- 
ed.'' This was under tiie use of this powder, and contained in a letter 
requesting me to send him more of the same. Another physician in 
Connecticut writes, *' I have been so much pleased with the operation 
of your inhaling powder that I would like to have you send me an- 
other inhaU^r and -ix bottles of the powder." Dr. T. K., of N. Y.. 
writes, 1 am much pleased with the operation of your nitmte ii)fon 
inllaiued mucous surface*'." Dr. M.. of S., Me., writes, 1 have u>*(i 
tbe jK)\\ {i( r with the inhaler, in two oi three ca«(S of bronchitis, widi 
great beiifrn to tbe pati<'nts." Thesp are but a sinad pari of th<» phy- 
sicians who have used ibis article w'wU Iji'iU'fU. as ibey stale, in ilii^ tmu- 
blesome class of diseases. I cannot but hope that many more will fjnd It 
serv iceable in similar cases. 

In diseases of the lungs I Imve recently been using a powder of iodine, 
prepared in the same way as that of the nitrate of silver, with the 
lyco[)odium. By this process sufficient iodine may be conveyed into the 
system to produce considerable efiect upon a strumous or cachetic dia* 
thesb. While the nitrate of silver is efficient in inducing the diseased 
mucous membrane of the air-passages to take on a healing action, the 
iodine is much more e^tual in counteracting tubefcuUir or hereditary 
phthisical tendencies. 

Some physicians, nearer home, have expressed their opinion in accord- 
ance with that of M. Piorry, of Paris, as slated by Dr. R. I am 
happy to find Dr. R., who seems feariul tliat he may lose bis right of 
" priority," not among them. W. M. Cokmell, M.D» 

Boston, ^ept, 10, 1851. 



REDUCTION OF DISLOCATIONS OF THE FEMUR. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical JourruU, 

Sm, — I was deeply interested in perusing the article in one of vour re* 
ceot Journals relating to a new mode of reducing dislocations of the fe* 
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mur. It wa3 entirely new to roe. But it seems that Mr. '*Suuni 
Clique " was familiar with the plan, havin n ))een taught it long since 
by Dr. Nathan Smith. The subject is worthy of discussion, sit htx* If 
one poor mortal can be saved from the tortures of the pulley ** system, 
by so simple an operation as that described, we will rejoice. 

Since reading the articles in your Journal, I have found the following 
in the Medico-Chirurgical Review, January 1, 1844, page 264, which I 
will transcribe for tlu^ benefit of your readers — if you pk<n' , 

" New Mode of reducing a iMxatitm of the Head of the Femnr on 
the Dorsum JUL — A young man, not very powerful, met with a disloca- 
tion of the head of the left femur on the dorsum of the ilium, occasioned by 
the fall of a bale of cochineal ujx^n his bnck as he was stooping. Re- 
diirtion was at firet attempted by the usual method of extension with 
towels, as he lay upon the right side. Then he was put on his back, 
and reduction a^^ain aitem})ted in vain. Another plan was now iried by 
Mr. Clark, Surgeon of the bouth Hants intiimary, under whose care liie 
patient was. 

" I now flexed the knee to a riLdit angle, which raised the thiirh to an 
afliile of about Lrty-five degrees wiili the bed, perhaps near a right angle 
with reijard to the pelvis ; and, by bringing the feet in contact with the 
other kg, while ihu knee was sustained in a perpendicular direction, it is 
manifest that the femur was rotated, and the trochanter major thrown 
outwards, the head alone then resting on the ilium behind the acetabu- 
lum, which cavity, whh the axis oi the femur through its head, neck 
and shaft, were now nearly on the same plane ; in this rektive position 
of the fmrts, by throwing the limb outwards, the head of the bone, it is 
lair to infer, would start forwards to its natural situation ; and such was 
the gratifying termination of the case, with no more foroe than was ne- 
cessary to abduct the lunbs. The pelvis still fixed to the right side 
of the bed, admitted of no change ; the heel rested on the bed, as above, 
while I stood on the left side of the patient, with my right hand on the 
hip-joint, and my left holding the knee ; thus the reduction was readily 
and audibly effected as 1 drew the limb towards me. — Prov. Med, 
Jour., Dec. 9, 1843." Suum Cck^ue, J&. 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 
BOSTON, 8C1PTEMBER 17, 1861. 



Prizfi Eks^h/s r>f fhc Amertran Mpffical Association. — It will be recollect- 
ed that the Commitlee ap))oiiiie(l ui ihe last moeiing of the Asi^ucialion for 
the purp-ts(^ of receivinir voluiitnry conunuriitfiiions, and also for awarding 
five prizes for the best e^.^ays on subjects to iye chosen by the writers, were» 
foar of tbem residents of thie chy, and one of Providence, R. Lt Dr. Geo* 
Haytrard being chairman. The design was. in the annual appointment 
0f this committee, as has already been slated in the Journal, to commence 
It the North, and thus proceed from one section to another, having the 
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memben of each committee, as far as practicable, near enough together 
easily to unite in reading the manuscripts that may he prespnied, and mak- 
ing awards. Were the gentlemen forniinfr the Ix ;:r l of juror?^ di'^tributed 
over half the Union, it would not only l>e expensive, but exceedingly in- 
con veniem for the de!5pntch of business, if not unjust towards compeiiiors. 
This expiunalion is intended, simply to counteract any sentiment of dis« 
ffatisfaction that might poaaibly be engendered, (rom not knowing precisely 
the principle which actuated the Association in organizing the Committee. 



The Jenner Monnment. — Several thoroughly-experienced persons have 
been authorized by Drs. Jackson and Ware to take subscriptions in the 
city of Boston, and they are now diligently soliciting the aid of the is* 
habilants in rearing a durable monument to a great and good man, a bene- 
factor and a glory to the hunmn race. The success of the appeal now 
made will soon be known. The medical profession, at least, cannot feel 
otherwise than a lively interest in the attainment of the object. Every in- 
habitant of our country, and in fact of the whole globe, is a gainez by the 
discoveries of Dr. Jenner. 



Young Woman's Book of Health. — This is a one-year old hook, by out 
old friend, Dr. Wm. A. Alcott, who is a writer of tincmnmon industrj', 
and a conscientious author. We fear the \vorl< is not sutnciently appre- 
ciated by those for whom it was written. He cominiiied a mistake, we 
apprehend, in making it too technical for young women. With such ob- 
scure words as hemorrhoidit hysttrolgiat nymphamamat hysteria^ &c, for 
which a common dictionary afibrds them no assistance, it is not likely to 
be sought by those who were to be instructed by it. If bromihi down to 
the comprehension of uneducated female minds, the dcmar!'! fnr it would 
greatly increase. It remind.s us of an unsuccessful hallei in Pari.s, which 
cost the government a large sum to bring- out, hui which was constructed 
according to such exact rules of propriety, that nobody went a secoad 
time. In that dilemmai Richelieu was consulted with regard to what was 
best to be done. I tell you, gentlemen, said the far-seeing Cardinal, what 
will make it popular — make the petticoatt shorter^ and the tpeetade longer, 
and the house unll be JUled* 



Happinete, — ^The question might be asked, what has a Medical Journal 
to do with happiness ? We have this apology for stepping aside from the 
path of science, and alludinj,^ to a subject that micjht seem out of our 
sphere, viz., that John Forbes, M.D., Physician to tin- Queen of Eni^land, 
'gave an introductory lecture before a society, just about one year ago, 
respecting happim-^s in its rrlafhn fo fcork and knon-lnlgeJ'^ This lec- 
ture was consi lcred so e\!retnely good, ihal it was published ; nnd Mr. 
Henry Pcrliiiis, a Philadelphia bookseller, being of the same opinion, has 
re-published it in a neat, economical form. If its perusal should make 
any one happy, and we doubt not it will a great many, then it will be 
a useful book. The theory of bliss is charming ; but, alas, happiness can- 
not be grasped with the hand^, nor always found in a pamphlet. We shall 
not difcu^.s even the merits of the performance — rather preferrintr tlvi' rhc. 
work should b»3 pur h ised, and that will at least do something towards 
promoting the happiness of Mr. Perkins. 
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Changes pro^vrrd hy Oxygen. — W. B. Herrick, M.D., President of the 
Illinois Medical So;irf\', and one of the Faculty of the Rush Medical Col- 
leg^, delivered a dij«cnar?<' before ihe learned body over which he presides, 
oD the Remedial Proptrties of Alimeutary Substances^ and the Changes 
produced by Oxygen in Haatih and IHtaaw. Possibly we may raisuodev^ 
itand the author, but if we do not, then he is preparing something new 
is the way of treating diseases, which seems to harmonize with the last 
German proposition, to feed the sick instead of starving them. He alludea 
to a former discourse, in which the assertion was made, that "the time 
i? not far distant when the truly scientific phyj-ician will use as renipdies 
mch substances (mly as help to constitute, in health, the solids and liuids 
of the body." By this it would appear that beefsteaks and pudding are to 
be prescribed in lieu of piits and powders. Such a change would affect 
mieua branches of trade. If drugs are to be no longer legitimate reme« 
dies, the stall batchers in the markets will call themselves apothecaries and 
dniggists — for, on this theory, what are sirloins, fat turkeys and canvass- 
back ducks, but specifics for the diseases to which mankind arc incident? 
But how delij,^htful the idea of eating an oyster patty for <ly«pepsia, or a 
roasted ^oose with tomato sauce in the last sta;^es of a typhus fever. But 
would aa appetite come, in such cases, with the remedy ? The President 
says, in regard to his hypothesis — We have arrived at this conclusion, 
after mature reflection upon the present state of our science, and after hav- 
ing observed a tendency on the part of both writers and practitioners of 
the present day, to regard the manifestations of disease in the human 
body, as evidences of want of harmony in the performance of functions 
con^^equent upon exrp;«s or deficiency of some of its parts or elcnirnts, 
whi' h may be and is often mure promptly restored by the addition or sub- 
tracnon of one or more of its normal and proper constituents, ruilier iliaa 
by introducing into the system powerful and even poisonous foreign sub- 
Mances.*' All the remaining parts of the discourse are fair chemical rea* 
sooings, in accordance with the views and opinions of scientific men, and 
(he peculiar intimations of a new system of medication are lost sicbt of in 
the mass of matter with which they are associated. The ruts of a new 
coach cannot he distinguished, in nu old, travelled road, from those made by 
a farm cart ; but the tracks of a solitary fiintnr\an are easily seen in a mal- 
low path, where no one else has been. Dr. Herrick is evidently a deep 
thinker, and he is apparently now in a position to make a sen.«ation. 
He should follow up his investigations on these important questions, some 
of which have never been satisfactorily settled ; should he now relax 
and weigh consequences too long, his chance will be doubtful, as some 
bold medical philosopher may walk to th** front of the stai:^', bow to the 
andience, and claim the glory of originating this very theory. 



Diseases of the Lungs and Heart. — When we noticed the dedication cf 
this work to such men as Dr. Forhes and Dr. Neil Amott, we had not a 
doubt with respect to its intrinsic value. We know the latter gentleman 
well, and are convinced no third-rate author would pri>ume to call 
upon his name, as a Hercules, to help him along. The book is entitled— 
A Prnrfiral T re i fist on tJtc Diseases of the Ijiv^s and H* firt, i-nrlndiiig 
ihe Frinciphs of Phusical Dinrrnoxis. It is hy Wnltfr Ilavl'" Wn!«he, 
M.D.. arid is a diiodcriino uf 512 paLTt-v.. froiri the Philadelpliia prr<3 
of Blauchard 6c Lea. It is in ivvu parts, divided into five cliupiei>, cou* 
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taining a copious nnd \'a1uable amount of the most rocent information on 
the treatment of those vital organs. Works on tliis topic are needed. In 
New England, if nowhere else, diseases of the luni^-s are increasing with 
the increase of population, nor is it certain that medications have esi»eo« 
tiallv lessened tlia ananal mortality by them. The same chtemtkm 
might with troth be made of the diseasea of the heart, a bane of commer- 
cial cities. Our merehants lead lives of inteoae aad eihausting anxiety, 
in condncting their ezleneiTe and hazardous enterpriser. Under a never- 
ceasinfj pressure of business and excitement, the heart, the part of the ma- 
chinery on wliich so much depends, rivers way prematurely. Auscultation 
is laboriously considered in this w m , , and if it is possible to protit in this 
branch by ihe labors of others, ilic iu:>iruction imparted iti the fifth section 
will be highly asefttL We should recommend young practitioners* eo- 
peciailyi to study this excellent publication diligently. 



Medical Srhnnh in Carwla. — Thev arp ropvinfj', in Canada, the had 
policy of tlieir neig-hbors in tlif Slates, and have already organi;2c'l loo 
many medical colleges there. One is enough, but there are believed to 
be four, and more in embryo. This process of dilution with us has 
taught the unwelcome truth, that power lies in a eoocentratioo of forces. 



Stone's Artificial I^'g. To the Editob. — Sir, — Wc need not to 
the Bible to read the declaration that " Man has sought out many inven- 
tions." The same sentiment is written in legible characters all over the 
world of arts ; and among the altiiusi iiuiiiberlesH important unprovements 
which are consianily presenting themselves to notice, and chasing each 
other off the stage, those of the artificial leg are not the smallest or lea:it 
in)purtant. 

The improTement in the structure of artificial legs bv Mr, Palmer 

has recently attracted much attention and elicited much applause, perhaps 

justly. It is not the object of this humble notice to disparage the merits 
of others ; but tlir' p'ih!ic, and partit'niarly those sutfering under the loss 
of a natural loi:, ouglu to be corrortjy mtormed. It should, then, be kinnvn. 
that up lo the lime of the recetii invention by Mr. W. C. Stone, of this 
city, there was one great defect in all the inventions of this kind— a want 
of regulation and control of the knee*joint, which requires the watchful 
care and constant exertion of the wearer to keep it from springing forward 
and throwing him down. This difficulty, which keeps the wearer in con- 
slant fear, is not overrnme in the invention of Mr. Palmer. But a re- 
cent inrPTition has sncc^ fdn! in romphtehj and ingejiiovsly ohrinthis^ this 
difficulty. I refer to the uiveiriion of Mr. W. C. Stone bclore ini imimium^. 
Mr. S., more than twenty years since, liad one of his legs aiupuiaied 
above the knee, as he ha? already ii»formed the public through a short 
communication published in y ^ur journal. Having long been personally 
acquainted with Mr. Stone, and accustomed to seeing him walk with a 
crutch and a wooden stub as a substitute for a lei; ; and being recently 
fturprised on m^'etinir him wall^tn';:: with two well-lookini: leus. to all ap- 
pearance sound and n:iiur;il, wuhuiit his crntrH, and with V'^rv li't!. Inrrc- 
nes^, I ::nxiously intjuir • i ilie cause of this remarkable change, and he 
explained the whole operation. 

Ou pressing with weight upon ibe artificial leg, a steel spring fastens the 
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knee jobt; bot on taking off this weight, at every step, tha jcriiit is aat «C 
liberty and moves like the iMtanl knee joint, and without causing any fear 
io the wearer of h^inn^ thrown down. For useful in?eiitioQt gi?© m© Uie 
man whose ingenuitv -hnrpened by necessity. 

My object, in this sliori aoiico, i?;, chieflv, to call the attention of surgeons 
and the readers of your Jouniai lo this vast improvement, which needs 
only to be known, to bring its meritoriotts infentor a lewaid as richly de* 
lened as it is much needed. 



New York Acadetmi Proceedings. — The following paragraph has been 
tKeived from New York, bat as no name accompanies iti we cannot voach 
for its authenticity. 

Mr. Editor, — send you an account of the proceedings of the New 
York Academy of Medicine ^ tit its meetincf on Wednesday last. After 
hearing a very interesting'' memoir of the late Dr. J. B. Berk, by Dr. Mc 
Cready, the Academy re^tlved itself into a committee of the wlinle on the 
stale of the Acadeiny. li was enlarged, llml one of our Fellows had framed 
a tntifeate to an indiWdual who was notorious amongst us for bis evil 
coDises, and that said certificate had been published in twa of the Medical 
Joofnali. It was the opinion of the Academytthat disgrace was brought 
upon the regular profession by said certificate, and that it ought to be re- 
Toked. In extenuation, two letters wpre read from ifie ollt nding Fellow. 
The first was a letter to the individiinl who received the '^crtitlrnte, upltraid- 
ing him for havini^ forfeited his wrird in jyublishin;^ thi cert ijicate, and re- 
questing him not to publish it aguiiu The se<;ond was a letter of apology 
IS the Academy, expressing his regret and sorrow that he had given the 
ceitificate, and appealing to the forbearance of the Academy, as said certi« 
fieate was given with a solemn pledge thnt it should not he nmdo public. 
Wherefore, the Academy, after expressing its disapprobation of the act 
in question, suspended ail further n -tion on the ehar<_rf'. 

As said certitir.ite was published in your Journal, I thought that you 
should be apprised of ihe above proceedings, 

September 8, 1S51, A Fku.ow of the Acaijlmv. 



Remedy for Ih/irieiit Tyictalion. — ^At a late nieetiof^ of the Medical So- 
ciety of Virginia, the proceedings of which are reported in the " Stclho- 
scope,'* Dr. Deane said he would call the attention of the Society to a re- 
medy, which he had lately seen in some Journal, for deficient lactation* 
It was the plant of the ol. ricini. He proceeded to narrate a case in which 
he had used it with succett. Mrs. — — , of robn-t and good constitll- 
tion, in her first confinement had not stiff-red in the len-i frorh f- v^er or 
other romplicHtion. but did not atTord a siii^He drachm of miik — ill reme- 
dies and aitpiicutions failed. A fnw vveek-^ a'jo Dr. D. attended her in her 
second ccnliuemeiu, and titiding liie saute state oi things existing, he was 
indoced to make trial of the above new reroedv. He accordingly ordered 
a strong decoction of it to be taken, and wet leaves of it to be applied to 
ibe roamms. Hardness, ice., of the ) : s ensued in an hour or two, and 
on the next day lactation had set in plentifully. He hoped members would 
gm it a iiaiir trial whenever an opportunity preseoted, and report the results. 



Nr,a Y'/rJ: ffnpifa'. — The tne li ' il officers of this noble chnrii v h iv^ 
done credit to their good senso and humanity, by causiiig the erection of a 
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spacious tent upon the beautiful ^reen wiihin tlielr enclopnre. into which 
their medical and surn-irn! cases are plnced for ireatinr iii m ihe open air, 
when their condition adauis of their reiuoval from liic hut-pilal wards, or 
demands a purer air or better ventilation. Such pruvi^jon for the sick m 
hospitals, during the warm season, will be the means of saving httnan 
life, B8 was abundantly exemplified duriog the sammer of 1847» when 700 
cases of ship-fever were thus rescued from perishing in the confined airaf 
the dilapidated buildings then occupied at Bellevue. 

This lent at our city hospital has an elevated plank floor, i« open at the 
sides, and protecied from the rays of the sun by a very extended fly, while 
it is thoroughly lined and otherwise secured np^ainst rain. It ha? Utii 
found signally useful, and will doubtless be henceforth udupietl aaioiig the 
permanent armamentaria of this hospital. — N, Y. Medical Guzette* 



Medi€id ARsttBany. — ^Dr. John Baskin is the President of the Medical Asaoeift' 
fiOQ of Western Pennsylvania and Eastera Ohio. The next meeting is to be hdd 

at Youngstown, Ohio, Oct. 2l9t, — A woman died at tiie Hu!el Dieu, in Paris, at 
the age of 25, who wei<^hed not lead than 4uu lbs. — The mammm of a female ia 
France became paiofally enlarged. In one year the left breast increased to U 
inches from the Done to the nipple, and 27 in circumference, and the tight ooe 

was almost the same size. Tiiree years from the ht^L'itmiriLr "f tlio hvpcrtmphy, 
the abdomen became studded over wilh tumors which huii^^ down to her kime«. 
Tiie left breast was amputated, and weighed 30 pounds and a half. — Kouseo if 
gaining reputation for the expulsion of lape-worm. The Journals present striking 
illustrations of ils potcr.cy. — Theio nro \'2 iii-iitutions fm cdiu'afi;!:^ llie dfa^ 
dumb in lb*' Uaitml Slates. — Dr. \Vitl*L!v. of Barre, Mass., has born cltospii 5Uj)or- 
intendent of the New York State ini>Ulution for idiots. — New Orleans temait)«t in a 
healthful oondition.-^The dysentery is quite destroclive in se?era] parts of Mn» 
chusettfl. — Btxiou is rettiarkably free from sickness. — A copy cf the new medical 
work of whic h si veial correspondents sh -ire a notice, that they can judge 
whether it is worth purchasmg, has not yet come to this othce ; and it is a rule 
never to notice any book not sent for examinalion. — The lectures at the BosUm 
Female Medical School commence on the first Wednesday of November neit.— 
A new and valuable anatomical museum for thf Medical Drprtrlmmt of the 
University ot Louisiana is oj^pected to arrive from Europe before the next lecture 
term. 



To CoitftK8Poiii»KiTT9.— The remainder of Dr. Knowlton'e Atttobie^pliy, mod Calo^t 

Skclches, No. ~\, hnvc hrrn reroivci!. 

Dr. Z. (>ms, oi (.»re«ii Kiver, wriic%, tit reply to a corrcspomieui ia last week's Journal, ibat h« 
has used the Accoucliettr's Chair m iih murh pleasore aad satiafiiclioii, and thai ** (he potilioa npoi 

it is in pverv rf"«i|KT» «;nprrior to all others." 



Marrisd,— >Dr. Abiam Ghidfal, of Montguiut^ry, Alattama, to tti» M. E. Ewin^. — In Greea> 
wichf Dr. Joaeph Root, of New Hartlbnl, Conn., to' Mim Fiaoeea AWeo, of OreenwklL 



DiRD, — At Wreatham, Mass., William logalls, M.D., late of Bosloo. formerly- a Uistiaguiiiiol 
aargeon aod pbysieiand^At Boon, Germany, Or. C. F. NaMOj aaM4(«l profeaaot in the obIw> 
aity, Tt^Ai Gieenfidd, Dr. Alphena F. Sume, 



DeaUhiin Uo^hni — lor (he week ending 8niurdav noon, Sfpi. I3th.9.1. — .\la»es,5l— fcmnkx,^ 
AeeideRtal, 1 — aftoptexy, 1 diwaie of boweb, tl«— inBammation of l)owcU, l--dtteate of brain, 
t-^coim«(ioa of brain, l^eonwmption, 10— coiivuNions, 3 — cholera infantum, 7— ranrer, I — de« 
bility, 1>— dysentery, diarrhopa, 5— <leliriiim tremcn*, I — ilrojv^y of brain, 4— <lrowHrd. I— 
typhoid fever. 1 — fracture, I — li<u>|nfig cough, 2— <iisc;isc of the heart, 2 — infantile, G — inHommft- 
uoo« 1— disease of liver, l^marasmus, I'-meaalec, 1— old age, i— diaeace of spine* l^teethiiig^ 
T-^omaft. 

Under 5 years, 61— 'iw'lweenS and 20 yean. 8 — l>et»t«« ii ?n nnd V) v»'ar>, IS— ^>el*eeD 40 
■od 60 years, 7 — over 60 years, y. American*, 37 j forcigoers and children of foreigners, 36. 
The above iuetadea 5 deaUia at the City Inaiiuitiooa. 
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THE LATB Da. KNOWLTONV AUTOBiOGRAPHT. 

(Ctechided ftom page ISO.] 

Towards the close of lliis tcnii of lectures there was a " o:!iost scrape *' 
in ihe medical buildiii^f, wliirli excited a ^ood deal oi niiciesi, and was 
spoken of far aiul m-ar. I have been iiilormed tliat it even brought a 
Liter of inquiry from the city of Washington to one of the professors. 
It was commenced in the cellar of the medical building, among an old 
loc of human and various other bones, by two of the medical students. 
For one or two evenings they played Che ghost very successfully alone ; 
but wanting assistance, and finding me very sceptical in relation to ghosts, 
tbey let me, with one or two others, into the secret. And as good luck 
would have it, the next evening, when nearly all the medical and some 
of the college students assembled to hear and discover the ghost, it was 
ibond necessary to make choice of some one to stiperintend the investi* 
atioo, whose orders all agreed to obey ; and the choice fell on me« 
Tlie part I now had to play was to assist in carrying on the operations 
of the ghost, and yet appear to be realty and honestly engaged in as* 
certaining the cause of the Iiideous noises, and the actual rattling among 
ibe bones in tl)e cellar. And to cut short the story, I continued to be 
"captain" nii^ht after ni^ht, and with tlie assistance of the few in the 
SK.'ret, continued to keep up die " j^host," in ?pit«; of all the inu;enlous 
plans of discovery vv liich were sujri];ested (and which, of course, lo keep 
uji appearances of earnestness, I mu^t adopt) by the medical and college 
students, until 1 was desirous to wind up the ghost business, that it 
[.ii:^ht no longer encroach on my lime. But here was a dilliculty. The 
business liad thus far gone on gloriously. We had fooled not only most of 
the medical, but many of the college students* We had caused many pale 
&ces) though we had not been ahle to make one.actually acknowledge that 
he believed in ghosts. But if it was a real ghost that had made all the 
unearthly and sepulchral noises, and had rej[)eatedly knocked down boxes 
of bones, and strewed them in various directions without leaving any 
marks of footsteps in the ashes which had been sifted all around them 
10 a great distance, then it was certainly necessary that there should be 
some good eoMue why said ghost should not continue to haunt the cellar 
oa lutuce evenings. I was thinking this matter over during tiie last 

8 
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evening of our operations, and at length a lucky idea occurred to me. 
I addressed the assennhly as follows : — " Gentlemen, I cannot say that I 
believe in "hosts any more than you do. l)ut I do sny. in cornfnoo with 
all the rest of vnn, that here is soinelhiti«j; very mysterious and past find- 
ing out. ISo! ;un I prepared to say that tliere is any harm or impro- 
priety in the iiving making use of the dead for useful purposes. Jiui 
there is such a thing as derenrv in all thinLf>: and under all cir( mn- 
stances some dronMi of respect for the dead (mt^ht lo be enlertainei!. 
Here (for I made my r»^marks in the rellar, at a midnight hour) has 
been a promiscuous pih^ of liuman ami other l)oiies — sheeps' bones, horses' 
hones, dogs' bones, and so on. Perhaps a part of the bones of one of the 
most righieous and godlike men tliat ever lived are here, while the remain- 
der are, we know not where. . The bones of the most wicked and abandon- 
ed of the human race, male or fenaale, may also be here— all mixed up 
together. To some it may apjiear that there is no harm in all this ; but I 
do propose— and surely there can be no harm in making the trial — that 
to-morrow morning all these human bones be carefully sorted out from 
among the others, put into a box, and then be deposited in the anatomi- 
cal museum. It is possible that this may prevent a repetition of the 
noises, that we have so frequently witnessed." Tliis proposition 
met with a favorable response. The bones were accordin^rly soited out 
and deposited as proposed^ and there was no longer any disturbance in 
the cellar. 

It would be a tedious and very difficult task to dr«:rribe to the reader 
the manner in which i,diost scraj)e was conducted — nor sfiall I at- 
tempt it. Hilt I wi!! remark, that, for the h<\ two evenings especially, 
we should have been unable to [>i"f>eeed liad ] iiecn in the least decree 
suspeeled of playing llie d(inl)Ie part wliieh 1 did. One of t!ie |)rofes- 
sor-^ (Oliver) so far aided ;is to I*'f us liave the keys of the imihlin^, and 
was hiiihly pleased with the sport. One poor fellow was so alarmed 
thai he leli the building where he slept, and ran across a pasture in his 
shirt tail — and w hen this piT)fessor came to show us how glass is m u ked 
by means of wax aud fluoric acid, he drew a representation of this fel- 
low thus running over the hill, looking behind him, and screaming 
" ghost ! " «« ghost ! " 

The reader has now seen atl the opportunity which I had for acquii^ 
ing a knowledge of medicine, before I commenced practice. In the 
fall of 18^21 I commenced, with imperfect health ; and in the fall of 1823 
I passed a very successful examination for the degree of M.D. And 
during much of the two years and two months which intervened between 
the commencement of my studies and my examination. I labored, and did 
not study at all ; at other times I worked for my board. Another |>or- 
tion of time was taken up by a prosecution ; another by cooking \\\\'Xl 
little I ate, and still suflering for want of food ; and, finally, 1 had a 
yotmg and affectionate xxife. whom I must vi»^it every now and tiien, 
whetlier-nr-uo. ] say all this, because I had rather that my iirnoratire 
be ailrihuled to want of advanta'^es than to anv defect in mv oriifinal or- 
ganizaliou : but why a man wi-hes otheis lo ihhk w ell of hi^ riann al pow- 
ers, when be bad no hand in making thenij 1 leave for otbers lo i>oIve. 
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Having returned from my second course of lectures. I slaitt d oil' with 
a lioi^e, an old sleigh, an old pair of fanner's saddle-bags, an elecU i iziiii; 
machine, and un dollars, only ten dollai^, and no medicines, to seek my 
fixtune. Before I had travelled twenty -five miles a crafty yankee ped- 
lar ^ot away three or ibur dollars of my ntoney for a cap which was 
worth but one dollar. The lirst nit^ht 1 put up in Green6eld, and owing 
to my de6ciency of funds, 1 started off the next morning before break- 
fast, and did not eat anythinpr until nearly sundown. I settled in Haw- 
)py. a iniseral>le location for ine, because I had no means to enable nie 
U)kx>k further. Several of the people of Maw ley assui ei! me that my 
chance for doing business would be good \ but I would advise young 
physicians that persons who reconunend certain places to them, may be 
iDtere>led in l)avin«r them settle there. Tlif y rimy linve some unjust 
pique a^^ainst the physician or physicians already residinsj; there ; and on 
niakinfj itujuiries of some other person tlie youn«^ pliysicinn may receive 
1 very (iilfrrf'nt opinion as to tiie Uxaliuii. At any rate, it is vrry 
jiufMirianl liiat thr youn*^ physician pitch upon a suitable location when 
he conimences practice : and In- had lu tli r tlo almost any way, than com- 
nience where he has not L'ood rrason to h( that lie sliall be wilhijt; 
to remain ft>r sevtrai y( <ii>. Jt is hard hleddm^f w illioiit some 'jood 
friends, and it is hard k-avini^ i^ood friends after you have i*l>tain<*d lliem. 
But there are other imporlanl disadvanlai^es in a physician's moving from 
place to place, which will readily sugixesl themselves to reflecting minds. 

1 went into Hawley, with my empty purse and saddle-bags, on the 
fint of January, 18:24; and there bought, at the first move, a small place 
(without paying a cent down for it), belbre I knew anything of the 
value of real estate in that town, and pix>mised to give a fifth if not a 
quarter more for it than it could have been sold Ibr to any other person. 
1 was trusted for board, horseokeepiog, &c., on the presumption that I 
should do something, in four or five weeks I got a man of the town 
to go down with me to Templeton and hrin<j; up my wife, with what 
lew goods we had. For the first three and a half montlis I was in Haw- 
ley, my w hole business was not worth twenty dollars in cash, and hav- 
ing no books or nearly none — and I cannot recollect that 1 had a single 
medical book, while 1 certainly had no mortar and pestle, nor scales. 
About the middle of April, I had to leave my wife, havin<j; waited for 
iter accouchement as long as 1 could, and travel ihrougli the mud, and 
quite rainy it was, on horsehank, to VVorct'-.ler, al)out seventy miles, to 
meet inv trial for the Royalsion resurrection scrape. 1 went direcliy to 
^Vorci -ler, and found my father lliere, who, being hound (or my appear- 
aiice, began to fear that I should fail to be present. Ih; pmcinrd an 
eminent aiiorney, hy the name of Hoar, to defend my case ; but it did 
appear lo ine that he did not manage nor plead worth one cent. I pre- 
»me he did not regard it as a case of much consequence; but I 
thought quite Otherwise. I was indicted for digging un. and also for aid* 
iog and abetting in disposing of the subject ; that is, for dissection ; and 
*tt was the latter count only that was sustained by the Commonwealth* 
My sentence was two months imprisonment in the County Jail, and costs 
of Court. 1 was locked up in a room with two petty thieves, one of 
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thoin a s(il), clever, honest little fellow^-Kmly he would soroettmes get a 
little rummy, ami when in this state he put on a roan's overcoat, at a 
tavern, in Worcester, and walked about, not, however, out of si^ht of the 
house, in open day. But there were la\\yers enough, and jailnxxxn 
enough, in Worcester, and they all wanted business. A stranger is more 
likely to be taken up ibr some petty o0ence in such a place, than in 
our small towns which contain no starvint; lawyers to protect public 
morals and preserve the peace and " dignity of the Comroonwealth." 
My other room-mate was rascal to' tiie core, but could tell as good ft 
story for himself as the other man. 

That cold, dark, unfurnished jail-room, whh the little square-comcred 
tin dish of scanty, coarse fare, stuck through a hole in the door, twice 
in twenty-four hours, with nothing but water to drink, and a courli of 
fleas and bed4ni[:> to rest upon, I did not like very w cll. For niaiiy 
days I was very hungry ; but 1 was determined not to sjk nd the iltti*' 
money I IkhI lor i^xtra fare, at the great price they put upon it. At 
IcMi^ih I lioi (i I ( oiilil lay by a crust, or a bit of cold meal, until I «boii!d 
be more ImDi^ry ; and soon after this I began to forget to eat llieii) belbre 
the hour for lh«' next meal came round. In short, 1 found tliat they 
brought me viciuals enoufjh. The only diliiciiliv was, that I had been 
in the habil t)f eaiin;^ too much. My head was very clear. 1 used to 
read and write by day, and lie and think by night \ and it was upon 
my tlea and bed-bug couch, which lay on the floor, that I became a 
materialist, and conceived some important views of the intellectual ope- 
rations which I still believe correct, and whksh I thmk will in time be 
generally acknowledged to be so. 

1 had not been in jail long, before I received inlbrmalioD that my 
wife was delivered of a son, and was doing well. As the tenn of ray 
imprisonment dnnv towards a close, my father Stuart and my younger 
brother, Augustus, beset my father to raise the money to pay the costs 
of court, and let me out, rather than lie there a few weeks longer, and 
be liberated by court, without paying costs. I also liked this move ift 
the time of it ; but it would have been the better way to have waited 
for liberation by court. I believe the costs of court amounted to about 
t\\ o hmidr* (I and fifty doUai^, for wiiich 1 gave my notes to my fnther ; 
and, havin- renewed tln-m once, they have been on interest ever since, 
and will t \ entually deprive roe of all further share io my fatber^s pro> 
perty at Ins decease. 

ffavini; left the jail and returned to Hawley, I there remained, doing 
all in niy power to accumulate a little property, until November, 1827. 
I was Ux'ated on the lop ol a hisjh hill, with very few inhabiiants armiod 
m<j, and these few generally healthy, and in the habit of paying bin small 
fees for medical There was an old jphysician in the place, 

with a firnn to help him live, and a wife of mAuance to help bin to 
bosioeas* The roads were terrible in the winter, no mill wkhin three 
miles of me, and the people weie more io the habit of hiving up and 
letting the roads ak>ne tnan they were in breaking them out. There 
was no travel through the town, and all the business done in town In tbe 
wmter season, was the budneas of oonsuuDing what had been aeoumu* 
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laled in the warm season. Here I spent my winters, secluded in my 
uifice, studying metaphysics by day, and dreaminsy about inei:i))liy.<ical 
subjects by night. Sometimes, for a week, 1 did not take my huioe out 
of the barn. At length my great end and aim was to astonish the 
vorid, and become even far more famous than John Locke ever' was, 
by publishing a work containing the only true explanation of the intel- 
lectual phenomena of man that had ever been given. So I sold all out, 
eoUected all the money I coukl, and went to North Adams, thinking that 
there was the place to get oat my book, because a iitile weekly news- 
paper, with some six hundred subscribers, was printed there ! At this 
time I was worth, reckoning personal property and all, only about five 
hundred dollars. 1 designed to practise medicine and get out niy book 
at the same time. But there were other physicians enough in the 
place to do all the business, and my mind being all engaged about 
my metaphysics, I got only a little practice, and most of this among those 
wlw never paid nie. ! irot out a subscription paper or a prospectus for 
iny book, plrdi^inir inysell not to sell the work fn no!i-'^uhsrriher=> >ho\'X 
of $2,50, while ihi* price to stibscribers was ijt>*2,(IO. i was not able to 
obtain many subscribers ; a?iH I now pity myself when 1 reject how 
anxious 1 was, how hard i tried, and how much difficulty I found, in 
oluauiirii; credit and other means of oettini; out the Um)k. I sold a horse 
with a view to oljUiiri money to assist me a little, but took a? part pay a 
note of furty odd dull ii-s against a man wlio soon after run oiT, and 1 
have never got a cent ol it. 

Soon after issuing my prospectus, I went over to Williarastown, six 
miles lirom North Adams, on purpose to see and converse with tlie late 
Presvlent Griffin, of Williama College, in that place. I introduced my- 
self to him, and informed him that, so fiur as I knew, I had some original 
views of tlie inteUeetiial operatkms, and having been informed that he 
hid directed his attention much to the philosophy of mind, I had come 
to con verse with him on the subject ; and that I was the more desirous 
of doing so. because I had it in contemplatk>n to publish my views, un- 
less 1 should be convinced that they were erroneous. I then undertook 
to give him a brief summary of my views. But the old President 
declared them all vain, speculative, and mere hypothesis upon hy- 
pothesis; and said a great deal against hypothesis. He went on to 
prove the independent existence of mind, by quolin^j the ari^mment 
ol the Scottish metaphysicians, ns R rid, Stewart, ^lc, and in tlie course 
of his remarks he said thai luaticr i> not a mere bundle of proper- 
ties, extension, <;o!i<lity, &,c., but that it is a substratum, essence, 
or unknown something to which these properties belong. I then asked 
hiai if the existence of his unknown sonietlhiif^, or matter itself, as 
he would call it, was anyilnng more or less than a sheer liypodiesis. 
At liiis the old gentli man colored, and said, " Ah, Sir. I pei( eive that 
you see pittiy t^uick ; and he said no luoie agatust liy [jotlic^t's. We 
pined in good feeling ; but I was more determined to go ou iu publish- 
ng my views than before the interview. But before I could get my 
voric to press, I drew op a written summary of my views, and sent them 
Mer to Piesideat Griffin, with a polite lequett that he would lefule 
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ihem, it he felt able tp do so. After waiting several weeks without 
hearini; anythijig from him, I again- went over to see him. 1 met him 
on the common, and on seein«; nie, his first salutation was as follows-* 

Ah, I r^eivf^d your manuscript. I intended to have answered it, but 
I have not had time, and shall not have until next winter. You may 
have it attain if you wish.*' I told him that I did not wish to publish 
niy views to the world unless they were at Itsast plausible; and that I 
was really dmrow^ he w oiild show whi it in ihcy were fallacious, if in lus 
power to do so. He then made pnvisel y this reply— I remember his 
wonis <'X;irily, for I ba\ «• often thouiilit of them — Why, as for refuting 
materiaiisin by pbiiosopb) , no mortal man can ever do it. It is only by 
scripiuro that it can be done." 

Well. l,\vas now even more anxious to get out my book than before, 
and aficr a lowj, time, and vmch eHbrt, I not it !o pn^s. But it wns 
three or four n>onll»s in b* iiig printed. 1 worked <';ii!y and l;it'" tfie 
press niv^^elf. I supi'o^cfl my mnnuscript nil crxn j)lfte. and did not re- 
view it as it was Ih-juj^ piinled. 1 went in lor one lliousand eopies. 
fidly believin^^ that the 'greater numher I could ".ret out the more wealthy I 
should I), within one year. There was no press ai this office for smood)- 
iti^ and [)ressin»( the siieets afrer they came from the printing presf?. We 
used to (iry tln'm, and do thtin up lu bundles, and when we cot a one- 
horse load of them, 1 would carry them otf about twenty miles lo a book- 
binder, in Pittsfield. But in this dry state he could not easily make the 
pa per smooth, so all the books contained paper more or less wrinkled : the 
type used was also worn badly, and the book did not look well. They 
however cost me, when bound, about ninety cents per copy, and bad 
got me deeply in debt, with no means but the book to enable me to get 
out. 1 started off myself with a one-horse load of them for the city 
of New York, stran^'ly expecting to bring back lots of money ! I left 
my horse and \N a<.'<)n in Troy, and went down the river with roy books 
in a boat. I remained m New York about two weeks, making eveiy 
eflbrt in my pow» r to raise some money on my " Elements of Modem 
Materialism." But the bare title was enough to satisfy every bookseller. 
They would not look further; they wanted nothing to do with it. Fi- 
nally, I set my face l«>r fiome : hut positively, all the money I had raised 
in the city, with all i could raise on my way home, was not sufficient fo 
meet mv trifling expenses, and 1 v eninpelled to violate niv promise 
to mv lew suhscrdieis, made in niy prospectus, and «(»ll on(; hook for less 
than .^'-^.TiO — nay. out of compassion, n tavern keeper airreed to let me 
have liorsc-keepiiiLi and lod^infi one ni^lil,aml supper and breakfast with 
his family, for one of the books. Thus 1 got home without a single 
dollar of money in my pocket! ! 

By this time (May, 18*29) I was in a fine pickle. 1 had more cause for 
being disheartened than many have wlio cut their throats or blow out their 
brains ; and, in truth, I was disheartened. 1 was there in North Adams, 
with my wife and three small children, on a small place which I had pur> 
chased, but was unable to pay for. 1 was otherwise about $ 1000 in debt* 
The book'binder was expecting his pay on my return from New Yodc. 
I was in no profitable business. My book, ao far from procuring this for 
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me, or a great and good (popular) name, only had an opposite effect. 
I V8S regarded as a deist, infidel, "bad man," &c., and the religious 
pt^ple — instigated, some of them, by ^the clergy — gave me no counte- 
nance. It is true that I had but very little professional business before 
I published nty book, and most of what I did have was among the 
poor operatives in the factories, who have never paid me ; but in a very 
fisv respectable and religious families I had had some business, and 
iboiight I did well for them. 1 had reason to expect a cominuance of 
their patronage; but it was withheld. I was all down, in every respect, 
ud knew not whnt to do* The book-binder soon sent on his demand 
10 be collected. With some motive or other, 1 know not what, perhaps 
a friendly one, the lawyer to whom the demand was sent, informed me 
that 1 should be visited by a sheriff in about twenty-lir)ur hours. I was 
wiihocit nhle frK^nds. and viewccl itiy case a<? rnth^r d^-^pernte. 1 had 
just made up ni\ mind lo Icnvc my wife, ( iiildicii, mihI all my effects, 
and start otF on fool with only a jtack on my back lor Canada, as the 
hour for i\w arrival ol the sheriii «'\j)ir«Hl. 1 had several uncles and 
cou>ins, iiiu.>i of ifiem in i^ood circumslauces, in Cannda. I had talked 
thr niaitcr all over w ith my wil^. 1 had never been n\ or near Canada, 
but !)t'lit'vc*(i that if there I shoiilti he able to <ret into business, and soon 
send fur lu)' family. 1 started for Canada, but the ollicer met me in the 
door-yard. So this plan was up. But I succeeded in keeping out of 
jiil. I gave back my place to the man of whom 1 purchased it, ^nd by 
getting his name on to a twenty-dollar note, and by turning out my 
watch, i was able to settle with the book-binder. I disposed of pretty 
much all my |)rof)erty, in favor of my creditors, as best I could. My 
Modem MaterktUtm, however, were not thought worth anything by 
any of themt so I still retained possession of all of them, some of which 
vere bound, and some not. During the summer and fall of 1829 I 
made considerable efibrt to raise a little money on these books, sliU hold* 
iof them at the very high price which 1 had promised to do in my pro- 
S|)t!Ctus. I went into the State of New York, in May, with a lot of 
tbein, and a few other **inhdel " publications which 1 procured in ex- 
^han^e for them when In the city of New York. I travelled with a 
horse and wa^on. Bui 1 met with no good success. The only bright 
Sf)nt in njy whole tour was at Saratoi^a Sprinij^. There a resident of 
liial plaer. Mr. Ransom Cook, a tine man, an iiiurmous mechanic, and 
a mat*istrai*', elianced to noiicc my " warrxj^ njul he purcliased, and «'n- 
couraucfl oiliprs lo pmclia^i.-, to the amouiiiol -^ix or eight (.lollars. From 
there I wi-ni on west as far as Utira. and with all my ellurLs 1 could not 
sell a dollar's amount ol' hook-, while travellini: on<' lumdred miles. I 
couid edeel no sales of any eoiisequence in L lieu, liut I still contem- 
plated going on us far as Rochester, and perhaps even lo Ruffalo. 1 b ft 
Utica near night, went about seven miles, called at a tavern, took a dish 
of bread and milk, as the best supper I could afford, and went to bed 
with a small quid of tobacco in my mouth, and for the first time in my 
iife retained it in my mouth during the whole night, though this is now 
my usual practice*. During the night it stormed. The roads were 
clayey and becoming bad, and in the roorotDg I headed towards home^ 
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which I reached with my pockets about as destitute of money as when 
.1 started. 1 then set out again with a few books, with a view of L;omg 
to Templeton and Winchendon, mid at this latter place to pot them on 
a direct line of stages^ to Woodstock, Vt., where I expected a mtin b]r 
the name of Haskell would be able to sell a few copies fiMr me. I wept 
by way of Springfield, where I had pievMUsly sent a lot of books. I 
had a' very few scattering subscribers on the route. I left Sprtng6eld one 
afternoon, and went directly to Amherst, without attemptm^ to sell a 
book. 1 put lip at Aiiilien't for the night, and after supper I took three 
or Awr copies of my Modern Materialism, and went to the College, wi^ 
a view of disposing of iheiu to the students. I succeeded in exchanging 
one copy for other books, and left one or two more for the studenis to 
examine until mominif. In the morninji I awoke and felt rich. a«; I hnd 
"ot possp'5'^inn of nearly fifiv doil;ir> in cash. I tltouL'tit liow <riad it wonid 
cause 111}' wife to feel when I uot lioine, and how imicii it would help m<» in 
procuring necessaries for niy lamily, and in moving — for 1 was alK^ut to 
move from Adams, as will be stated more fully presently. After break- 
last 1 went over to the College, to olitain the bijuks ! had left, or, per- 
haps, the pnv for them. But when 1 got there I loiin ) the stndt nH 
had a very poor opinion of my hook. So I took them, am! on my way 
back to the tavern 1 called on President Humphrey, and presented him 
with one of the books. He hastily looked it over for a few minutes, and 
then ceplied that he should think a man of my appearance oogbt to be 
in better business than in carrying such a book about the country. 1 
saw be was agitated. I told him it was a work of my own ; that I cnokl 
but believe that it contained correct and original views of the important 
subjects of which it treated ; that i meant no o£^e m coming to him 
with the book, but thought, considering his standing, he Aight like to 
see an effort to explain the intellectual phenomena upon the principle 
of materialism. I care nothing alx>ut your nmterialitm" was his 
angry reply. He treated me without the leant respect. I left liis 
house with a great desire tlmt 1 might yet be able to cause him to care 
something about materialism. In goini( from his house to the tavern I 
met a man, who went, I suppose, to Humphrey's house. In a few mi- 
nutes after I reaehed the tavfMn, tliis man returned, and comin-,'^ up to n.*\ 
inqnir -d if my name was Charles Knowlton; and on heinL"" ans\\ < r<'(l m 
t\h'. aliirmative. he said, ** Well, 1 liave a warrant for you." Of course 
1 was u»ueh &urj)rised, and inf|tiired of him ilie reason of hi^ having ihe 
wan*ant. He made luii litilc reply, hut hurried me oli to the ofllrp of 
a magistrate, where i Ibuiid a <rore or two of colleore students, and some 
other persons whom 1 liad not seen, most of thnii f|(iirtly seated, and 
waiting my appearance. The complaint was for ptddiing hooks. 1 told 
the Justice that I was entirely ignorant (as in tiiith I was) of the exist- 
ence of any law in this State against peddlin^^ books ; but on tlie con- 
trary had in several instances seen men peddling bibles and other books. 
But the Justice presented a law, whk^h, sure enough, prohibits the ped* 
dling of books and many other thihgs in this State, except by the per- 
sons who manufacture them. I then told him that my books were of my 
own writing and publishing, and that 1 caused them to be printed ex- 
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pressly for roe. But this had no weight with him. I then told him the 
6eis io tlie case, that I was not out ror the [xu pose of peddling books, 
tbat I was distributiDg some to a few subsciibers, trying to collect a little 
none/ ofone or two agents, who liad previously received books and dis* 
iributed them to other subscribers ; tliat I was on my way to Templeton 
to see my friends, and to put a small box of books on board a stage lor 
Woodstock, Vt. ; and that in going from place to place, i did not stop 
on niy wn) to sell books— i only made a little e^rt, now and then, to 
sell a book, when i had occasion to stop for other purposes ; that 1 had 
fKAtoidQ. book since I left home, but had only succeeded in exchanging 
one for other books. But it availed but little for me to talk. 1 knew it 
was the kind or chriracttr of the book diat liii'l causud the prosecution. 
Thf Ju-tic' said he must require bond'? for my appearance at the Court 
Ol (JoiJiiuuii l^lcas, to be tioldeu about ^'ii'lii weeks hence, at Norlhamj)- 
lon. I then told him 1 was there w ithout friends, acquaintances or pro- 
perty, i told hitn someilurii:; of ihe situation of my faunly and alians — • 
that it would be a hard ease lor m«* to lie in jVoithampton Jail until 
court lime, for so trifliny: and mnnlendcd utrence. He put the bond:? at 
tliy d()llai>>. 1 told him 1 could not meet them— could not secure any 
one to this amount. He wanted to know if i did not own a horse and 
viagun. I told him I had such with me, but another man had a bill of 
sale of them. And such was the case. I pleaded with him to lower 
tlie bonds to twenty-five dollars* and be did so. This amount I put into 
die hands of one Adams, a bookseller, to secure him as niy bail, although 
it was his brother who entered tlie complaint against me. 

Here Dr. Knowlton's manuscript abruptly ends. He never continued 
it iiinber. In another artksle 1 will give the mam Tncidents of his life 
up to the tnne of his death. S. J. W. T. 



KOTEd TAKEN FROM UCARING MED. LECTURES L\ PHILADELl'HIA. 
BT JOSSnt OOSUTOCK, M.D., LBBAMOH, COMM. 

Dr. Chapman, on EmmnagogMM, 

Mentioned that rosemary had been favorably esteemed by Bergius, 
aad diat it was a highly popular remedy in Philadelphia, made into a 
ttong tea, and a tiunbler full taken two or three times a day. 

Pennyroi/aL^The pulegium of English writers was said to be differ- 
ent from ours, it being a species of mint. 

He employed tinct. cantharides, 10 to to drops at 6rst, giadually in- 
cnased in quantity. Cases in which the wondi is in an atonic state are 
those to wmch its use is most adapted. Pho5))horus, 1-1 0th grain. Of 
iron he prefers the rnbi^o fitri. Dose, 10 to l.*) grains. 

The following; formulas are given — \\. Cort. Peru., 5 i. ; dinner, ferri 
mb., ua 3ij., fonned into an eleetuary. Dose, a piece a> laii:e as the 
ead of the 6nger. R. Ferri rub., i iss. \ orange peel and gentian, aa 
Sss. ; Port wine, 1 qt. 
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Amenorrhma. — If you do not remove blood, it will break fbrtbbf 
some emunctory — as in the case of a woman who bled fiom an ulcer. 

I'he followint; recipe for the genuine Hooper's Pills, is given by Prof. 
C. Sill martis, % $h. ; hiera picra, $ ss. ; jalap, 5 i. ; myrrh, 588« Hade 
into ])ills of common size, with common s\ i ii|>. 

Black hellebore \\ n^: introduced by Dr. iMead, Hiscarded by Cuilcn, 
but is now resutned both here and in Europe, and is preferred by Ur. 
Fliysi< k to all other emmentgosuos. His dose was ten grains a d;iy. in 
form of pills. Dr. Chapman preferred the tincture, in dose of 30, 4U, or 
50 drops a day, iiradually inrrpa«5r>d. 

Dymcnorrhaa. — I. Bloodleitin*/ very copiouslv. 9. Opium and ipe- 
cac, in fi)rm ol Dover's powder*;. .3. VVnnn hull), icuipcnitnre 98 to lUU^. 
Hut he ri'po--''^ rno^l < < nlMli iice in opumi ;i!ui rimiphor cotnhMird. H*' 
lut nliuuH ancHiyne jiijrcuons, 3 i. to 5 ij. of laudanum. Ilf would also 
wive ralomel, and hhsler the inside of tfie thii;h. He meniioned a ease 
in w hii li the ovaries were removed, after winch the woman never uun- 
slruuied. 

Dr. WiSTAH. iin 

Thinks inflauunation of the peritoneal coat is not different from the 
Other farms of inHamuiation of the intestine. Peritoneal inflamnialioo 
sometimes afiects patients in one ward of a hospital in Cnistand, epidrmi- 
cally, so that the ward has to be shut u[}. A case happened in Pbiladel* 
phia, of two hoys at play after supper. One boy gave tlie other a blow 
on the stomach, and the hoy who received the blow instantly fell desH. 
Dr. Wistar compared this catastrophe with those deatlis which happen, 
equally sudden, from driidtini; cold water when heated. The tempera- 
ture of pump water in that city is 54^. The pulse does not denote llie 
violence of inflanunatory action on the stomach. Dr. CuUen is suppos- 
ed by Dr. Wistar not to have seen a great many cases of gastritis, but to 
have given us the re>ult of his retlections. Vomiting is one of its symp- 
toms. He mentioned that iudammatlon of the pericardium is not attend- 
ed w ith an irre^^idnr puls»* ; and that in yellow fever, inflntnmntton of the 
stoniacfi oreurs oti lh«- diird nr fourth dav. \\^ own case, of vellow 
fever. Dr. VVislai loh) u- iliat he im\\\(\ i^reat benelil from ratnornile tra. 
Of black vomit, h;- tho.i;:!)! Dr. F/inini:'s de-^enptinn the best. Hui iii. 
Physick.Dr. VVisiur diuiks. tir>t ><iii^L:e«<i('(l its being formed in ihe siirf.ic'' 
of the stomach, and that il does not (at least commonly) come from U\t 
gall-bladder. In these respects Dr. Wistar u^Tce^; with him. He has 
seen a case of black voniitiui; latelv in a child. Jt coiues on widioul 
pret idini; ur present symptoms of danti;er ; and son^etimes there is no 
other indication of dan;j;er, till this deathly sign appears. A French 
physician seeing the tongue of a patient in yellow fever, cried out, 
" This is a gastric tongue 1 Fever and voniitinii; point out inflammation 
in cases of colic. Here he said smoke and infusion of tobacco must be 
used with caution, but still mtut be used. He thought a drachm too 
large a quantity to a* pint of water, and would begin only with one scru- 
ple. Dr. Physick, in such cases, uses anodyne Injections. He would 
give 8 or 10 grains of calomel with ^2 grains of opium at night. Dr. 
Cadwallader, the earliest writer in Philadelphia upon medicine, recom- 
mended opium in colica pictonum. 
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As remedies for gastritis, Dr. Wislar would generally bleed freely. 
Apply leeches and large blisters. Lime-water and milk, to relieve vomit- 
mff. Salivation is tlie dernier resort. It relieved a person in New York 
af(ier twenty days constipation, and he would use it in all obstinate cases of 
the kind where other remedies failed. He observed that this mode was 
fiist found out in Scotland, but fell into disuse. He cautioned us, however, 
against frequently resorting to it, as we are not able to control the vio- 
Inice of s;iIi\ :ition. A cuse was mentioned in which mercurial ointment 
was rubbed in, but was discontinued as soon as the mouth began to be 
me, and yet a salivation came on which lasted i\\ week ilitiougb the 
parts were well washed where the ointment bad been rubbed. 



SKBTCIICS OP OIINBNT fJVING PHYSICIANS -NO. XXI. 

PHUI. CHAHLKS B. COVKMJiV, M.U. 



" Hti —' • • • • Gerard dc .\art»ou 

My father ; in what he did ftodeaa. well Ibttnd. 

Kinsr. — 1 kmnv him. 

JieL— The rather will I ipiire my praise^ lowRni!) him} 

Knowing Ixni is «MMigti."— iCK *s welt Aai nda weU. 

It is a curious fad, in relation to the civilization of tlie present age, that 
science and philanthropy are, as it were, divorced from religion and poli- 
tics. In the middle ai^es, and even now In those countries where the 
social, religious and political conditions of the people approximate those 
of the middle ages, philanthropy and the sciences are in the hands of 
die priesthood. Medicine was practised by the same persons who offi- 
ciated at the altars of religion. All plans (or the amelioration of the 
physical condition of man, must and did oriitinate from the cloister and 
tite monastery. How diifcn nt the present state of aiihirs, especially in 
protr tant Christendom. The church attends to " things spiritual." while 
philanthropy is not only reduced to a science, but left almost entirely to 
the care of the SoientiBc professions. Medicine, ever since her separa* 
tion from the paraphernalia of reliirion, has been the acknowledged mo- 
ther of all «irhenies for bettering the physical and intellectual condition 
of man. 'Vhr foimdcr of the asylum for the in^nne, h now a physician ; 
the orif^inaior of a plan antl ihe successful conductor of the practical part 
r>f n hospital, disprnsarv, or nidison (It saiitc, h n medical man. The 
devoted Knight Tfn)plar ot tiie dark a«i«'s, \vlio>^- vow kept him ever 
nrmistering to the sick and the unfortunate, now lakes his degree in a 

'liu- diet, dress, and domestic arrancrements of a nation, that pretends 
to be ( ivilized, are now moulded hy the "faculty." We are sorry to 
add, also, that this is done for the people, as Byron said Washington de- 
fended the revolting coloni c s g raiu. The people appear to think thai 
they have, in reference to the trw medical man, certain inalienable 
rivhts which involve the time, labor and pockets of the physician. 
AboQt the discrimination of oi po//oi\ in giving their money to quacks. 
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and their love and confidence to die faculty, we were about to speok*" 
but verbum tat. 

The snbj. ri of our present sketch is a tnie specimen of the genui 
doctor " ot the nineteenth century ; self-sacrificingj conscientious, )ab(h 
rioiis — loving his fellow men more than hu own ease, and endued at once 
with ieamino, morality and Iiumility. The Coventry family, as the 
name imporls, was of £nglbh origin* Dr. C.'s paternal grandfather, 
Capt. George Coven fry, came to this country witli the British anoy, 
during: what is usuallv termed the " Frenrh war." On ihe cessation of 
lK'»<rl!itie!>, he returned to England, sold liis commission, and ))urcliast»d 
an estate at Finchill, near Hamilton, Scplland. Tfie father of Prof. G. 
was horn at this plaice in 1766. Ijosiiisj; his tailu r vvliile (juile youn^j. 
Mr. Coventry was left to select his own protession, and clio-^e llialol 
njetiiciiie. lie studied at Hamilton, and attended the medical lectures 
at Glasgow in 1783^, and at Edinhurfrli in 1784-5. In Sejiiember, 
1785, he came to this country to look ala r some properly left him by 
his father. He was iuarried in 1787, to Klizahclh, daus^luer of Captain 
Jno. Butler, of Branford, Con. He settled at Uiica (then Fort Schuy- 
ler), i\. Y., in 1796, where he continued to reside until llie timeof uis 
death, in 1831. 

He was a frequent contributor to the medical and agricultural periodi- 
cals of the day ; was elected President of the State Medical Society, 
and in 1826 made corresponding member of the Unnttan Society of 
Paris. Prof. C. was the fourth son, and was bom at Deerfield, near tbe 
present site of Utica, in 1801. He attended the English and classical 
sc Im dLs at Utica, and studied medicine under the direction of his father. 
He followed the lectures of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Western IVew York, in 1823, '23, '-21 and and graduated in tlia 
spring of 1835. Having returned home, he commenced the practice of 
his profession in conjunction with his father. His thesis, on the subject 
of purulent ophthalmia, was published in the New York Medical .Journal. 
This disease liad just appt ared in that section of the country for the first 
tinif, and was new to the profession. In 18"28, he was ei>poiiit('d lec- 
ttin r on Materia Medica in the Berkshire Medical School, i^uist'ield, 
Mass.; and in the following year, liie chair of Olwteirics wn-^ added to 
that of Materia Medica. He remained coiaietiied with this sc^liool until 
1832, wlien, on account of the death of his father, it became necessary 
to Hisign his connection w iih the school, to alteiid to the duties of an 
extensive practice. In the summer of 18^32. he was appomied by the 
Common Council of Utica to visit Albany and New York city, to make 
inquiries into the nature, causes and treatment of Asiatic cholera, which 
then raged in those places. In hb report, wbtdi was published, be urg- 
ed the importance of separating the well» rather than the sick, from those 
buildings and locatkins where the disease appeared. Tliis practice has 
since been very generally adopted, and has tended inucli to lessen the 
mortality from the disease. At that time he expressed the opinion, which 
much subsequent experience has not mduced him to change, that tbe 
disease was mt contagious , in tbe strict sense of tbe term. 

In the spring of 1829, be was united in marriage to the eldest daugb- 
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tiT of ,](n]'ze Butler, of Columbia comuy, N. Y. Ei^ht children bave 
bt?eij tlie iVuils ol tills marriage, of wlioiu, two sons and four tiauohters 
sti)) survive. 

In J 833, he was electtd President of the Kappa Alpha Phi Society, 
connected with the medical college at FairBeld, N. Y. In a discourse 
Wfiire the Society on the subject of Tubercular Phthisis, be maintained 
die positbn tbat it was a disease of debility, and consequently that ther 
treatment should be generally tonic and invigorating, in opposition to the 
then practice of bleeding, emetics, close rooms, Stc. In Philadelphia, 
the same doctrine, we well remember, was eloquently taught and lUus- 
tnied by the late Dr. Joseph Parrish, whose lack of literary acquirements 
was as great a loss to the profession, as were the saine defects in Dr. 
Pliysick. The address of Eh", C. was subsequently published io a Me- 
dical Journal ir> New York. 

On the organtzatioD of the nnedical department of the Geneva College, 
he was strongly solicited to accept an appointment in tbat Institution, 
He finally consented, on condition that Prof. Parker, now of New York 
city, would take the chair of Anatomy. He received the appointment 
of Prof, of Materia iMetiica and Oh^tr'trirs. nnd continued to lecture on 
the two l)ranchns until 1840, w hen the School was re-or^anized, and, at 
his own solicitation, the «nhject of Medical Jurisprudenrc was substituted 
for Materia Medica. He continues to lecture on tliese two sul)jects, in 
this college, to the present w riting. Tile class of this school has reached 
the neio^hborhooil of '^iOO pupils. 

In 1815, n charter was obtained for the University of Buffalo, and the 
Council determined to or»:anize the medical deparlinent. Dr. C. receiv- 
ed the appointment to the Cliair of Physiology and Medical Jurispru- 
dence, which he has continued to fill until the present year. He has 
lately resigned, and accepted the title of Emeritus Professor, ilcc. 

In 1834, Dr. C« introduced a series of resolutions before the Medical 
Society of the County of Oneida, which were unanimously adopted, 
nrging upon the I>>gislature and the community, the necessity and duty 
of establishing a Siate Latnaiie Atyhm^ as being " called for by every 
dictate of policy, humanity and justice ; " pledgin<^ the exertions of the 
Society, and in.stmclinij; their delegate to hrinj; the suhject hefore tlie 
State Society. Dr. C. has good reason to believe that his endeavors to 
draw the attention of the State Society anid the profession to the matter, 
exerted no small influence in securing the erection of the State Asylum— 
a pmud monument to the henevolenc^ of the originators, and to the mu- 
nififf^nt rontrihiittons of the State. Dr. C. was very pi-opr-Hy appointed 
one of the Hoard ol" Trustees, and of a Cornniittee to or^'ani/e the insti- 
tution. TluMt'porf H as sidimitted to t!ie lA'j^islature, and suhsecjuenlly 
ndopted. His conne<'fion with the [nsiitution, in the character of trus- 
tee and nianaiier, was cf)ntinue(l hy ditlereiit appointments, until two yeai3 
•d^o. when he resigned iiis connection. We cannot help remarkin<i here, 
that having labored so long in the e«tabli>]Hncnt of this nol)le Institution, 
It appears to us lliat mere courtesy should have induced the iHiinai^ers to 
have elected Dr. (y. lo the olhce of Medical Superintendent. He who 
could design, and so successfully carry out the design from the beginning, 
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would have boen the best man lo have charge of ihe treatment of the 
institie. He had, indeed, alreadv served m this capacitj. Dr. C, how- 
ever, makes no complaint hitnself of this matter; it is bis friends that 
think hard of it. 

In 1645, on the threatened : i ^ ixMch of the cholera a second time, be 
was appointed by the faculties of the Geneva and Buffalo colleges, lo 
visit £uropc ani inveMi:;ate the character of the disease. His report 
was published in the Bii&lo Medical Journal, and subsequently b the 

form of a volume. 

In 1 810, he delivered, as President of the Onnida M. a! Society, 
an address, which was afterwards published in the Bu&lo iMedical Jout^ 

oal. Another on "Slornaiitis Maifmn," with numerous essays in the 
Journal of Insanity, and other M«Mliral Journals, iniroductories and vnlo- 
dirtmies in the schools in which he icarhc^. are, with soinr very l'oo<1 
lilounphiral ?k( tch^-s, especially one of Dr. Brigham, among his iuerarjf 
contributions lo our sriencp. 

A liO* tlius >]»<'iit in honorable toil it-^ ow ti n-uanl ; and ^nr'h oKam- 
plcs rannot too iVeijut^nlly be held up lo the neophyte in medicine tor his 
iniitaiiou and emulation. Cato. 



VHMiKRS OF NOSTRUMS AND PATKNT MKIHCINES. 
To the Editor of ihe Boston Medical and Surgical Jourftal, 

Sir, — am much pleased with some of the remarks m your number 
for the 10th inst., in regard to the firm of Pond & Morse, druggists of 
Rutland, in this State. You remark truly, that the profession of 
druggist and apothecary embraced the sale of every and any kind of vil- 
lainous mixtUH' that a speculator chose to represent as a apeciOc article 
for some; physical nflliction." To all this 1 would cordially agree, and also 
add, that many, of the country at least, are not content wiili s<*Hing these 
" villainous mixtures," when thev are called for, hut will endorse with 
apparent honesty and sincerity f/tc/r knowle(l<re of the trulli of certifi- 
cates and recommendations, which they must know to be false and uo- 
ibu ruled. 

For myself, I am free to arknowlrd^M' that I ran no more excuse or 
exonerate the man \\]m «=t lls |ioi>ons or injunou- nnxlurvs to the >ick 
and the surt'erinL'", at (he v\<k ol inrreasiiii; pain. |uolon«iin»i sirkness, ami 
causing death, im(t< t the name ol " balsams " or " si/rups," than I could 
if these same liurtlul articles were sold willioul the dis«(uise of .i name, 
or the imposition of a recommendation. I do not believe that old use 
and custom will much longer answer as an excuse for the business of 
nostrum-vending«or that those who en^a«,'e in it can say that *Mhey can* 
not reason upon the probable effect of the sale of every article of traffic un* 
der the daily pressure of their complex business.*' It b true that many 
do have, or pretend to have, some of everything that their customers call 
for, be it tarsapanlla made of molattet and eorroiive tuMiwiate, bean* 
grease from Chicinnati hogs," or &U of Ctdar as a monthly regulator 
Tor unfortunate females ; yet for one, 1 do not feel like justifying or ex- 
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Ci^lni:; =:uch a poiii^p of prorerliirp, and am lii^lily pleased that Messrs. 
Pond &i Morse, of llullaiui. have decided to cuiiinieiicre ljusiness on a 
nioje safe and honorable plan : thu> atibrdjiii; an opportuaiiy Ibr iho 
physicians in that pni t of the Stale to procure pure (hugs (which, by 
the way, are rare artir^ns in this re;^ion) without indirectly aciinii a;:ijainsi 
their own interests and the \vell-b*»inflj of the community, by buying of 
those who sell aDyihint;, except the pure article, that will yield them a 
profit 

Every observant physician has seen the evil he and the people are 
daily suffering under the present course of management, and must feel it 
10 be his dutjf, as well as for his interest, to do all in his power in bring- 
ing about the much-needed refoniiation. 

Please ask ** H — Tims," of Boston, to extend his remarks. He has 
commenced on the right track, and should go a lK^ad." 

Respectfully, Yours, 

Waterbwry, Fl., Sept, 10, 1351. C. ii. Cleav£LAND. 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SUKGICAL JOUKNAL. 

BOSTON, SEPTEMBER 24, I8dl. 



Electropathy.— This is an aa:e of great words, intended sometimes to 
express great things, but even in these wise limes there is such a thmg as 
toand without substance. We believe it possible to treat many diM n os 
by electricity, but not all. Now it is one of the egregious mistakes which 
medical pretenders fall into, or one of the deceptions which ihey practise, 
to profess to cure all maladies with a sinfrlo article, or hy one single pro- 
fe«*. A vory little exprricuce would be sutficient to open the eyes oi a 
very stupid fcllosv to the fact, that there are no specifics, or, rather, no 
uniVerr^al mctliciiies ; and when convinced of ihi?, all their after practice is 
downright imposition and hypocrisy combined. It is not our intention to 
bftve controversies with any of these one-idea adventurers, because the 
fieople are prone to go with the persecuted ; and the mere calling in ques- 
tion the assertions and crude theories of bold, brassy f^p^culators in health, 
isby many called persecution. We woiiM imich pr. ier to put ih^>m in the 
centre of a chnirc lihrnrv, and trust to their innate powers of di:<crunina- 
tion fir a radical convt rsion from the evil of their wnvs. It is curious 
how readily individtmls sometimes change their minds, il left under rijiht- 
Iv-direcied' inUuences ; but the attempt to drive a man from his errors in 
philosophy, religion or medicine, causes him to resist; he colls it aggres- 
sion upon hii rights, upon the principles of civil liberty and common sense, 
aod remains as firm as a post m his errors. 

We were led to these reflections hy very natural ojrencifs. viz., the n- 
dirnlons whim thnt provni!?. in New Enclnnd, indttrimr p -nplc to lake 
electrtjied vi^flkiufs! Elecinc pills, rlfrmc plash-r:-, ;iii<l, tor ansrht we 
know to the routrary. electric fiddlp-ti« l»N, may be had. all (d which are re- 
prei>eHi€>d to be infallible in the subdm tion of aches, paju^, and the penal- 
ties of violated physiological laws. These have followed tomato pills, 
and a variety of other popular nostrums, and are really fashionable. U 
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was an anomaly in rational, eyery-day life, that any one should (Kb* 
heartily, and among other vegetables eat freely of buttered tomatoes, aod 
then take a tomato pilU that had not even the odor or a grain of tomato la 
it, to relieve flatulency," and be carried away with the consoling idea that 
tomato pills were the great levers for removing physical sufferini^ from 
the world ! It is precisely so with the new medicines charged with 
electricity. 



Laws of Health. — If it is settled, beyond controversy, that the true laws 
of health have been discovered, it will be a happy circumstance for ail 
mankind. There arc more expounders of the constitutional laws of health, 
than are jiroiilable, fcincu the teachings of one f;enerally uu.*;(Mile iho.-t; of 
another. It is a siil'jfct in which the ignomnt dabble nmrc fretiueiuiy 
than the learned, siuipiy because lite lulier apprehend iis greatness, while 
the former, like a roan running in the dark, sees bat dimly. We of New 
England have had more drillings ** than any other people on the globe, 
it is presumed, in regard to maintaining health. Popular physiologists 
harp upon it till school children loathe the sound. Old and young listen, 
believe and tremble, but return home and pursue the even tenor of their 
and die their fathers did. We want a real knowledge of die 
laws, and less theory. 

These thoughts obtruded themselves while looking through a treatise 
on the " Laws of Healtkin relation to Mind and Body, in a Series of Lth 
ten from an old Practitioner to a Patient" by Lionel John Beal, &c., re- 
published by Lea Blanchard, Philadelphia. The author has a pleasant 
conversational style, and without efibrt conveys the essence of years of 
reading and experience. There is nothing particularly new suggested, 
hut \\\*' whole is properly garnered, arranged, and agreeably presented. 
He doublless both arnn.^^ed and instructed some old gouly lord, since no 
pauper palient would have received such exiraordinarv liicM'ary atteniious, 
in the benetiis of whicli, however, all who read the English language niay 
participate. While it is a book for the physician, it is also fitted to tho 
meridian of all classes of persons. We are all alike interested in under- 
•landing the opinions of experienced, disciplined, discriminating minds on 
points which equally concern the physical welfare of every member of the 
human family ; hence this volume should be circulated, that the princi- 
pled it inculcates may be widely spread and bear fruit a thousand fold. 



Medical Controversy at the West. — An absence bordering upon a se- 
cond year from the country, was long enough for the transaction of events 
that are still new to us, though old and well understood by those who le- 
mained at home and kept pace with the times. A pamphlet of forty pages, 
purporting to be an extra of the Western Journal of Medicine and Sur- 
gery, was received last week, nnd roniaining an extra within itself, headed 
** The Spent BtUlittJ' It is either exirenjoly difTicuh for us to find the 
exact focus of wit in these prodm lions, or there is none in them. If a 
great wrong is to be set right, or something right has been made to ap- 
pear wrong, explanations and arguments are justifiable ; but as a wound 
cannot be healed by the perpetual application of rubefacients«so neither can 
nn irritable mind be calmed by unceasing vollies of vituperation. We 
liave found it an excellent plan, through life* when wrongedt uisrepre> 
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sented or even insulted, to bear and forbear, repugnant ns it is to the in- 
stincts of humanity. Soft words, more frequently tbau hard uue^, turu 
ttway anger, and toe individual who treoches open the professional re* 
potation, personal character or civil privileges of another, wiH be found to 

In the greatest sufferer in the end. Public sentiment, the severest and 
most inflexible tribunal known to civilization, seldom fails to weigh bel* 

Hgerent parties in a balance, proclaim the. truth, and vindicate the oppress- 
ed. It is better that an individual sutler temporarily in !« ciing, than be 
killed by the premature explosion of a battery raised to destroy his 
enemy. * 



Hygiene and Vital Stafistics. — We are happy to learn that the manu- 
script work of the late Dr. Samuel Forry, .of I^ew York, entitled " Vital 
Statiaies; the Detehpment of Man*s Faculties and the Laws of his Mor- 
tality and licproduetion, wetoed in their relations to Hygiclogy, or State 
Medicine^"' is about to be published, under the supervision of Professor 
Charles A. Lee, to whom it wns left for this purpose, hy the lamented au- 
thor. It will be accompanied by a memoir of the author, and notes, form- 
ing an octavo volume of over 400 pages, at $2 50. The work will be put 
to press in January, and ready for delivery early in the spring of 1S52. 
Subscription papers will soon be issued and left at the principal bookstores. 
We hope the profession, and all others who are interested in the advance- 
ment or useful science and the sanitary movements of the age* will aid by 
their subscription. 



hutitution for the Blind in Botlon.-* Amongr the institutions for ameli- 
orating the hardships and misfortunes of humanity in our metropolis, the 
uylum for the instruction of the blind stands high. The Superintendent 

always gives a good annual report; but the omission, the present year, of 
accounts of the progress of the wcll-knosvn Laura Brid^rman, is like 
plavinc' Hamlet by omitting the principal character. We are all dr>jrou« 
ui knowing what further knowledge she has attained through the ends of 
her fingers, the only avenue she has to the external world. 

An average of 100 inmates was at the institution the psst year. Some 
of them work at mechanical pursuits ; others learn muHtc, and all are truly 
iadustrious. The product of their industry is no small sum. We know 
of no better managed institution for the blind in Europe, than this. Be- 
ing under the patronage of the Commonwealth, and having ihe cordial 
good will and influence of all good men and women in the Siale, tijcre 
are no assignable limits to the sphere of its happy iniiucuce during centu- 
riejs to come. 



Transaciiws of the American Medical Association. — The following no- 
tice, from the Virginia ** Stethoscope," respecting the first volumes of these 
Tiansaetions, is worthy the attention of the profession in every part of the 
coQotry. it may be added, as we learn from another source, that funds 
ate needed in the treasury of the Association to complete the forthcoming 
volume, the plate? of which are to be cxpcn^•ive. 

'* We are authorized to state that a large nutnhfr of the three volumes 
of these irunsaciionji which have Ih^mi i'-^sued ^ull remains on hand, and 
that permanent membersj or member;, ol bodies wiiich have Keen repre- 
KQted in the Assoctniion, can obiuin the full series by transmitting $1, or 
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$1 60 for any odd roluroe, to Dr. laaac Hays, treasurer of the Associatioa. 
Hereafter xhcso volumos will be of I'ery fsreat value, as they will be com- 
pom \ i»f }> ip I S rontaining the researches and experienc*' of the nio^i dis- 
liiicruislied m -n of ihe (N UtUry, on special subjects confided lo them, and 
they oni;hl to !'iiin;l in "vory lihrnry as a standard work on American 
medicine. We uoiiid rauuon petM'.Ms i.nw to U'^<Q ihe full series, lest 
wlien ihev may want them liereafitr ihe hr«l V(>hnne> be out of print. 
The forihromin^ volume, or Transactions for 1S5I, ic» now at press, and 
when ready, will be furnished at $6 for three copies, as usual.** 

« 

The late William Tngalls:, M.D. — When the dr.nh of this cronllornnn 
was announced, we fe!t that it was due to!n*^ metii ^rv that some binrfrnphi- 
cnl sketch slioiild be prepnrt>d, by wliicli tho.-e ol llie present drty uiav 
know ijow those who are pa>>iiii,' away, lull o( years and honors, ro>e iiiio 
distinction. Not every pliy^ician and surgeon, who is eminent above the 
multitude, was born to an inheritance of fortune, or had a reputation made 
for him by his family, as n tailor fits a coat. If we knew the early and 
minute circuinstan 'es in the lives of many of these lights in science, the 
true bf^iefactors of the race — men who were the servant of servants, and 
passed davs ami ni^'^h'.'- wifh ih*^ nfflirt^-d and dviiifJ. but whn rilfriined a 'jnnx 
name- — it would be loumi, in a uiujurily instatu-i--, thai ihev sii uui:led v\ nli 
poverty and coulei^ded with envv, yet iinally ovt i* ame all obslacl^s by ilie 
force of superior ge nius. Dr. ingalls was hardly known to the present 
generation of young practitioners of Boston ; but there are those who 
remember him in the vigor of his days and usefulness. Whoever will 
obIi£<[e us with a sketch of his early life, and an analysis of his character, 
will confer a favor. The pupils of Dr. Imxalls are every where, and some 
one of the!n f^hould fe«d an ninl)itinn to draw a biographical sketch of him, 
while the subject is fre^h in their meaiories. 



The Empire Spring at Saratoga. — The analysis of this newly "discover- 
ed spring, by Prof, tmmons, together with some medical opinions on its 

properties, have been received, and will be examined with care. Our 
nietit *nl prrictition >r=; should have it in their power to direct patients where 
to go wlieti laburui}4 ufider air-ctituis for which 8araio2^a oti'ers a remedy. 
Dr. North has been indefaiiirable in rousing the meiiicai public lo the 
capabilities of the Sarato;;a waters. The proprietors of the springs there 
ought to give him a pension for services that are enriching them and the 
hotel keepers. 



The New York Resnster of Medicine and Pkarmaey, — ^Tbe publicatiofi 
of this work is to cease wiih the number issued on the Idth of this monih» 
which contains the valedictory of ii.*< editor, Dr. Griswold. It has been 

published one yt^ar* and is discontinued for want of pecuniary support. 

'J his work mnv be considered as an experitnent of the introduction o( the 
clu a)) system nito p^'riodical niedical literature— i?<; price to country fuIw 
sen » ' IS havinij l - ' ii ^[ a year. Hnwever admirablv this plan may work 
wuii papers devuied to news and literature in ceneral, it seems poorly 
adapted to publications intended for one class of the community only, espe- 
cially if that class do not pretty generally hafmonize re>pecting matters 
and things pertaining to their 'interests. We are sorry the editor of the 
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Resf'sier could not huve m;if]f his exit more n? ju jcc vviih all biitlir-Mi. 
He ha«! for mnny momlis h. i n al variance with his contomporary, the tdi- 
{«»rof the New VorU Meilicai C?izelie» and in liiis his last number lie has 
deroted one whole pa^e to the warfarct which in its close, n» here exhibit- 
ed, seem.^ mnrkcd by little else than the harsher and more vin<lictive attri- 
buies of war in flfeoeral. With the exception of the matter now alluded to, the 
Register has been well conducted, and its appen ranee has been crediuihle 
to all concerntMl in its puhlicniion. It is ^trited thai a now scmi-mnn'hiy 
Journal, cnUrd " Tho Modi' r^l Times," is tn he '"ntnnif^iced in New V"'rk 
next monUi, and Dr. Gnswuid intimates that he in to be in some way con- 
mc'ivd with it. 



7"V h^r J)r. KiiowUon. — The conclusion of the int'-n^^tine antobiogra- 
}<iiy t)| Dr, Kiiuulion, late of A-^hfield, is fjiven in tu-dav > .Innraal. It de- 
tails iustanceji of early hard.>iiip and perseverance, winch have few if anv 
equals in medical history. It is hoped that Dr. Tabor, who is so well 
qualified to finish the memoir, will soon relieve the anxiety of readers by 
;iri yiii" ilu» sketch r<»rward, from the critical situation in which ilnow leaves 
I>r. K., to t!i It ''tide" in his afiairs which led on to the prosperity and 
eaiinence liiially attniried by him. Many of our su!»scr!b«»rs will remem- 
ber pipers, of" mucli pra'^icnl value, coiurfinf)irnted to former vnhim« s of 
this Journal by l>r. Knowllon. In the fli>i miiuh'^r of vdhitue '2.1, i* one 
on spermuiorrhua, or gotiorrhcea dormiefjiium, " in wlncli a more ra- 
tiooal view is taken of the causes and treatment of this aflection, than we 
remember to have seen in any other article on the subject. Volume 2S 
has a report from him of a case of "abscess of the lungs/* and volume 29 
one of >iciiThus of the pancreas." In volume ^0 is a valuable practical 
piper by hiui on " ery>ipt'las and pu» rper;il fever,'* and also an interesiiuj^ 
case of " himbar abscess ; " in V(»!imu' nn' on *■ the atiunnnal l<»vers 
of New Eoglaiid : nod in vohjiii-' U4, an micrcsling lecture on ** Tiiom- 
souiim," delivered belore a popular u^beu^biy. 



Invigorating Cordial. — A gentleujan in the city of Lowrl! iriqutrej? 
wlielher a certain n < nrninendalion ol n qn >rK' rii* I'i' iuf^ with liie above 
iiJiiiie, purj)orting h> lie Iroiu this .hMn nal, i> Lit nuioe. We answer that it 
ia a shu.iiciul iuij)o>aion, inJUliou^ to us, and ilie uxpusure should make it 
doubly so to the proprietor of the niis«erable siuH". It u:»loui^he$ us 10 find 
that there is such impudence in the world, but il is still more at^tonishi ng 
that there are fools enough in the country to buy that or any similar 
quack preparation. 



Ti) (^lu H » $puNi»KJ<T>..— Or. Coll»y's remarks on ** InrbUoiis of the iicalp ia Epilq)ffy/' bsve 



iliMRiKUt^Edwia Wcb»ler, M.D.,orPl>-iiio»ib, Mii^s., to Mtu II. W. Learned. 

Ufttlli). in Hi'%t»u — lor wcrk ciiftinp Sahutlav jiuoii. Scpl. C0lli.(5l». — ,Mali's,47 — f«Mii;ilf«, 12. 
iRwa^eof Im^wpU, 13— iitflainntaiinii «f Imwels, i — diM-aM' ol" l.l.nliler, I— «lisf;(vc of Inaiii. I — 
t«ij;e>tnnj ol lufiiii, 1 — coii»iimpii«»i>. 10 — f ins u1n;(>ii,, ?> — i liolrrn inlaiiliim, 3— rlioU'ra iiiMriHi^, % 
—it^uVer. 1 — c;iiH-t'r. I— <Toup, «i y««*iiierj, 4 — il i i'lufO, I— dfoji*^- ol brain, I — It-^tr. J— 
lvj)hii-. fever. I — lypliold lev (>r. 5— >lung fever, S^—1h i. ] m: l on-^li, 1 — dtvcaiie of the hi-.ir!, 2 — in- 
MiilUe, 13— •li'.i'aof of liver, I — iitnm-mus. 4— -iweajilcs, I — pnl'-y. I— pwrperaJ, I— Uflliiug, 4. 

Uml^r 5 year'*, 51 — t»eiwecn .1 aiid years , 13— -hetwecii tiO aod Wl VMirn, 15— b«iHe«*n 40 
aSf) 4^) yciiiA, (i — iivor <»0 years, \. A inf*rir:iii<i, 3.'] ; InreigUefS and children Of Unvi^lttt, 51. 

Tile airave include* t> deaibs ai Uie <*it^ lasUluUoiis. 
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MASSVCHI :*r.TTS MEUlCAf, COI.I.EOE.- 
lia- \Jr.!r ;;l Ln tiiii'!* ul l!)irvnril riiivfrniiy 
Uill cotiiiiii inf at liie Mji^!..!! liiiM .Mi<lic'.il t iil- 
U-S.K ill Hinti.n, .in \u,- fir.,i \\ t diit-wla) in .Nuveiii- 
l>iT. HiiJ coiiliiitic KM r niui.lii!*. 
<>l»>t«-triri« ami Mi .li. iil Jiirisiinulelice, by W ai.- 

Tiuit ('il k.\.\|N<>, 

AIuliTi.i Mf.liiH Mild <'lii.iciil Mfiliiiiif, li\ J.vcuB 

lilCKi.illV, .M.I). 

Theory aiiil rructice of ,Mc«li( inc. I)) Joii.v Wakk, 
in. 11. 

^^I'litlioloxical Aimiomy, hy Jon.\ U, rf. Jvlkmo.n, 
^^A^tiutoinjr aud Phyaiolugy, by Uli vss W. Holmks. 

i niietplai anii OiwrailoM of aunery. by Bimnr 
J. BiacLOw, M.U. 

UlieiiilMtry. bv J. P. Cookb, A. M. 

ViiilteBl lecture* are deliveml at (he Marwachii- 
•otta General lliM:>it)il Ihree Iiiue» u wet k, liy the 

SnMOiMni of i;Uulcal Medicine aiiil ut tiur«ery. 
•incitiaJ ojMraUoiia are very iiuinerouat perffiniivtl 
weekly In ttie preaence of the c\m* in the operaUue 
tJieatre. The aatifrandalRwtiial Mnetlce cif elheri* 
£.i(inii, a tliaiuivery flrat niaile in HiMton, hiuI nialur- 
(.'il tiiKi rrttabliabed lu the Mn»!«u(iiu$itii« General 
Jlii!4;ii()il. iit prac-licnlly Inudil in thi« ik Ikm)). 

Fnii in al AiialDiiiy in niiiplv proviiU'd lor by the 
must lilicrnl arniiutMientJi. 'iTie analDiniCHl iiiium'* 
III!! IS Hill- lit 111,' larxfMt ami rii heal in the IJiiiletl 
.St III . ^, .mil h.ui It liiod ot •^iiUUU lor iU iucreaae. 
lilt Ksi iiMil I : ur InArmary and other rhariUea ace 

i);K'M til siuilciil!!. 

Tin- ,)r«>lt sr<iTJ* of I'lUhdlrt^ical Anatomy, of 8ur- 
fiTV. aiKl oi ( lii-iiHsir), art now puisiiii ic thiir nie- 
<Ji. ;i! 1 i'|(iirl<M in KiiiniK', liiit iiri' i-\[h-cIv<( In r<-inrn 
in !i. iu»<iu It) Ijc prisLJii at llu- o.ifiiiuK ol itic roming 
co«ir»('. 

Fi-«-«« lor lh«" wlioli- i-(iuri«\ $»U. Matricuiallnn. 
93. lliHrttH-tint Tii'krt. s<.i. (.iradttatloOt %ilU. Hoa- 

pilnl niiii Lihrnry gruluituui*. 
Juno II.— eiitL 

DENTAL KEMUVAI«-1)R. J. II. HMtLlE, hav- 
inc removed to No^ Sl^Tnnnnnt Row. is now 
pr»'|iJirf<l to iicrlonii f\cri operation in Dentialxy re- 
uiiiml Itir ihchrulih uiiil pnawrvaiion of the Teeth, 
ainl tniKiM tliiit hin fiinncr (tiic<;eiM will injure a «:oii- 
tiiiuHiii *' III |iiilili<- pHliimaKe. 
Oil'- thr hi(vt 'if itrntlle ut. Boston. Jy IS— 3iii 
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ON TU£ RECIPROCAL A0CNC1E4 OF MIND AND MATTER. 

I 

(Contlnoad ftoni page 65.) 

Thus far I have cursorily alluded to some of tlie inaaiiesLalions of mental 
, influence io the form of those ordinar}' diseases which are daily subject- 
1 td to our attentioD ; and ia so doing I have sought to refer the agency 
i 10 that animal electricity which (as I have observed^ so many physiciaiis 
I aod philosophefs consider the most plausible explaoation. A careful 
i crotemplation of the phenomena can, in my opmion» bring us to no 
: other satisfactory conclusion ; and the more closely they are analyzed, 

and the more attentiFely examined, the stronger is the cocioboiation. 

But— 

** Ect quodam prodife teoos, n mm datur ultrau" 

: There is a boundary which we cannot pass, and there are secrets in na- 
ture, hidden from our eyes, which can probably never be fevealed. 
The material organ of the mind is within our grasp>— albeit, its subtle 
essence still eludes it ; as the mariner can shift bis sails and shape his 
eoQtae through the deep, but cannot control or command the winds that 
waft hiin through it ! The human mind, even in its highest state of 
culture, b inadequate to the attainment of many mysteries ; but light from 
Heaven, which has shone on many scenes of former doubt and darkness, 
may yet conduct the diligent inquirer to truths such as the human in- 
tellect has never hitherto attained. 

We have taken a glanne of the power of the mind in producinj^ dis- 
'1 i\ and even death, and we have yet much bofore us or we advance. 
It may not, however, be irrf^Ievant to direct our transient attention to its 
powers, and also to its condiiion, apart from disease, viz., in a state of 
Sleep, a state in wliich the external senses and the voluntary motions are 
luHed into insensibility and temporary quiescence, whilst the involuntary 
tnotious are carried on with sieadiness, though perliaps with some re- 
laxation of their activity. Here, in other words, the iuiictions of the 
braio are comparatively suspended, whilst those of the ganglionic system 
(though sharing a portion of the insensibility of the brain from mutual 
oonnectiou) enjoy, with modified change, their own inherent power. 
When the activity of the brain and nervous system has been exhausted 
(uoceuis every twenty-ibur hours under the ordinary circumstances of 
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ezls(eiiee), or when a greater demand than usual has been made upoa 
them by excess in mental or muscular exertion, or by any other cause 
tending to expand their inherent excitability, this well-known miniatare 
of death ensues ; it is, in fact, a most salutary provision of nature for ibe 
restoration of that vis vita which would otherwise quickly be expeadsd 
altc^her. During sleep the process of nutrition is also cairied on man 
perfectly, and with increased activity ; and this is io some measuts 
proved by the increase of corpulence, and general deposition of adipose 
substance, in those who indul'^e unnecessarily in it. This is humorously 
instanced in the fat boy in Pickwick " ! Evi-ry fanner knows that, 
wheie sleep is p'Trfctly sound, and the mliifl well as the body i? in 
deep re|>0'^<^. hmli n *=( from their labors, aiui re^niin tlieir e^tn'n jth ; and 
so imperious is ilic deniand where eillier mind or body have been entirely 
exhausted, that neither silence nor darkness, nor uneasy posture — nay. 
not even (as hiblory can establish) the close approach of the liour of a 
public execution, can sometimes avert it. The lati^ue of the body is, 
however, more inducive of it than fatigue of mind ; for a clo^e auentiou 
to literary labor fremiently generates an irritability which prevents it ; 
whereas in Captain Barclay's celebrated match of walkmg 1000 miles 
in 1000 consecutive hours, he was not only last asleep (especially ia ibe 
latter part of his task) the moment he sat down after completinf bis 
mile, but it was with the greatest difficulty that he could be aroused at 
the proj)er time for accomplishing another— so poweriiil a sedatife is 
exhaustion. 

After a certain time, however, which is when the mental eneigieBais 
recruited, the sleep becomes less deep, the waking fancy begins to work, 
and those inexplicable monstm of the mind called dreams arise. Tb«y 
are the interludes between sleeping and waking — where imagination is 

busy whilst reason is prostrate and sensation is torpid, and where, coRse> 
quently, the altered balance of nervous power di.-tort- the action of the 
bnin. not unfrequently generating intellectual abortions of hideous and 
incoii;4ruons H)! iiiations. Thi< is painfully exemplified in what is well 
known by the name of ni'i^htinare, where, under that abolition of volun- 
tary j>ower, a painful desire to exert ihr* voluntary muscles arises — al- 
thouyjh, as soon as tiiose voluntary muscles re<4ain their power, the phan- 
tom vanishes. This is consequent for the most part on cerebral irriia- 
tion communicated by ihu gastric nerves during a paroxysm of iJy.-j>ei)sii. 

Now it is the aggravated state of cerebral irritation attendant on (ever 
which constitutes delirium. Delnriom is literally nothing more than a 
protracted dream during a state of disease ; and as dreams generally 
consist of the revival of old associations respecting past events, or of 
new ones consequent on recent occurrences, wnich the intellectual pow- 
ers are too much disordered to arrange, a confused mass of ideas is pre- 
sented, and expressed aloud. Delirium, tlierefbre, is a state of thinkiag, 
without the person being able to control the association of ideas, or 
correct his thoughts by external objects ; sometimes they would appesr 
to be prophetic, and their influenoe over the mind even fatal ! A case 
illustrative of the power of dreaming is well authenticated in a lady, the 
daughter of Sir Cliarles Lee, who stated that one night, when she was 
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in bed, a little old woman came, !nnlfew her curtains, and said — ' 1 am 
your mother, and to-morrow, by 12 o'clock, you will be with me!** 
The young lady arose, wrote a letter to her father, sealed it with black 
irax, Mid by 12 o'clock on the following day was dead — so strong; was 
impressioa on her mind. There is an iDscription ou her tomb in con- 
fimiatioo of this eztraordiDary e^t of the mind on the body, even 
Airing steep. Many deaths have been predicted in dreams, and been 
fcrified ; numbers in lottery tickets have been whispered in a dream, 
nd been drawn prises ! and some useful admonitk>ns have been oom- 
monicated — for which, " search the scriptures.*' 

Yet, although this is the ordinary state whkh constitutes dreaming, 
there is another state of sleep, named somnambulism, in which the bodily 
iiinctioas are more under the control of the wiil than what usually ron- 
itihJtfls dreaming, so that the individual ecu under the influence of his 
conceptions. Here, while the senses are obscured, and all other objects 
are unpercelved, the somnambulist manifests a faculty of seeing, feeling, 
and of di^rovf^rin'^ the object of which he is in pursuit ; for he walks, 
and fref|U( nily over dangerous plac^, in perfect safety, and pprforms 
many of the common offices of Hfo, and can occasionally hold conver- 
«:ition. The brain would fain appear lo be secreting ideas under the 
iuliuence of sle( |), rnid telegraphing their fulfilment to tlie obedient 
muscles of voliiiou. Many and ludicrous are the instances recorded by 
fuedical authors; nor has the drifninst let pass the opportunity of amus- 
iii*; the public by the represenianou of these vagaries of Morpheus— 
"La Somnambula," to wit. I could relate many ; i will only, however, 
tdriuce one, whksh came under my observation in a young lady of san- 
guine temperament and high nervous irritability, and who was under 
ray care. She was a person of highly cultivated mind, and devoted her- 
leir very closely to the ac4|uisition of knowledge, which was very proba- 
bly conducive to the irritation. After having been in bed and asleep 
liir two or three hours, she would gradually arise* put on her dressing- 
govi'n, go down stairs, walk about the drawing-room, sometimes balance 
henelf like a rope^ancer on the back of the sof^ as she walked from 
one end of it to the otiier ; then go into the dining-room, open the cel- 
brette, help herself to a glass of wine, afterwards return to her bed- 
raom, plunge her face into a basin of water, and get into bed again. 
When spoken to, she would mutter an indistinct answer. In the morn- 
in2; she was perfectly unconscious of her miduiti;ht ramble, and only 
coniplnint cl of slight headache, but not enough to interfere with her daily 
ocnipations. 

h is diflicult to explain these extraordinary occurrences satisfactorily 
or pathologically. 

The functions of the brain and medulla spinalis are se|)arate — sleep 
is undoubtedly an affection of the brain ; and where the brain is much 
oppressed, constimtinij coma, its functions are entirely suspended — in 
deep only purtiiilly so. Yet the spinal functions continue in office ; and 
Aoiigh in a protracted state of coma, not only they would shortly be 
inpended, but life itself, they are so little affected daring sleep that the 
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Toluotwy imiacles bavo a libertj of actioo ; aod aocmnmbiilm *» equally 
a result and a proof of this. Wheo the fiinclioiis of the brato am m- 
ttrtl^ resiedf and sleep, exempt from visionary interludes, is dispeliedh^ 
nature bein>; restored, it is then, perhaps, that the intellect is most 
clear, the jtidginent most perfect, the perception mo^t acute, the sensi* 
bilities most refined. Thus, The first moment of waking has beeo 
defined — that moment of horror to the unhappy, ^v hen, amkbt retnroing 
perceptions, increased in acutent-ss by the refn shmrnt of repose, a sense 
of misery suddenly darts its sting into the licHrl, and renews with im- 
foid vi«»or its su^^pended nnL'tiish/' This is ilic time when so many vic- 
tims of mental eiuulii>n rusii headlong into eternity ; and, could many 
of those uidiappv hcin^s who Iiave lM'» n found dead in iht* inomiiiL; 
restored, I have no douht lluil llu y ui>ijld substaiulale my convicuon. 
They uy u> sleep again, but liiey invoice tiie drowsy god in vain 

" ff<^, VAf thf* wnr' f, rcndy vi<tf p:i\ s 

^V here lortttne sudIi -h ; the wroirhe<t tor»akes) 

oil hi^ eJowijv piiiioi) flws from woe, 
And ligtiu oa lidf untuDied with » tear." 

Could they but sleep again-^'-ooutd sleep but be induced bj naiooiics 
-^tbeir mehincholy exit had been averted ; but, aroused by nature from 
that sweet oblivion in which all their cares and troubles were just nov 
shrouded and at re^t. tlie sad reahty of their conditidi is more acutelj 
felt than when mtogliog with those who carry on the world, and whilst 
they were comparatively abstracted from themseives by the paang 
objects around them. The intensity of feeling predominates over eieiy 
other consideration in that solitary hour, and, getting ao unfortunate as- 
cendancy over their hetter judgment, precipitates tliem into th ' alnss 
which alone appears to promise them a refuire from all sublunar)' dilfi- 
culties and anxieties. *' in some people [ohMTves Dr. Burrows] llie niorf 
soundly they sleep, when they awake, have all ilieir hallueinations more 
vivid, and resume all their violenre." That the oanui ionic .M>ieni B 
distinct liDin ilie brain is fuilhcr dcmonstrahle by expeniiieni ; lor con- 
vulsions ol the mo^t V lolenl character occur after decapiiauon, and can be 
called into action by galvanism long after the manifestations of life have 
ceased. Again, the spinal functions may be entirely arrested, as in pa- 
raplegia, and yet the operations of the brain remain unafiected. Foreiam- 
ple, 1 was roquested to see a man in my neighborhood who had ftllae 
uom a tree on his back» and fractured the dorsal veitehre. Entire aates- 
thesiaof the lower extremities ensued, as well as all possibility of mofii^ 
them ; yet his intellect remained umimpaired till a ww hours belbie his 
death, which did not occur till six weeks after the accident. Many such 
cases are recorded. All these e^ts — the classificatxm of nerves, tlieir 
distinct offices or functions, together with their pathology — are most lucidly 
expounded in Dr. Marshall Hall's Lectures on the Nervous System; 
but, as this subject is independent of the operation of Hand on matter, 
it may be somewhat irrelevant to enlarge on it on this occasion. Where 
mental shocks are productive of spasmodic affections (of the which they 
are a fertile source) it is throu^di the action of the brain on the cxcito- 
motory nerves. A paroxysm of epilepsy induced by mental excitecaeot 
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is strongly illustrative of ih'is ; aiid sudden alarm or a burst of anger is 
t most irequeDt cause. <* Parmi les causes excitantes de Tepilepsie la 
fojeur tieot tout & coup sur le premier rang. La colore, et un chagrin 
profind, paraissent (apres la fraveur) teDur le premier rang panni lea 
causes de repilepsie/' It is produced depressing as well as by ezett« 
iijg passions. When there b a firedispositiQn to epilepsy, a cause of either 
Ibd, be it productive of excessive or of defective action, may interrupt 
the equable transmissioa of the sensorial power, and thus occasion a fit : 
and hence it is desirable to retain every patient, who is subject to epi- 
lepsy, in a state equally distant from plethora as from undue emptiness 
ef the cerebral vesseb. In epilepsy both the cerebral and spinal sys* 
terns are equally afiected, as is demonstrated by the temporary stupor 
and insensibility in combination with the violent convulsions of the whole 
frame. The frerjuent occurrence of an epileptic fit durin'^' sleep evinees 
tiiat it is referable to venous cnn'^estion in the brain ; and the tt^rmma- 
tion of the fit in stupor and headache, in addition to tlic ( tllision of se- 
njn», and other morbid appearances, consequent on irpciiicd attacks, 
proves how deefvly the brain is implicated in this distressing disease. 
The inteilkictual [)oweis also become impaired, and frequently temiin ite 
in idiocy or insanity, dependent on serious oriranic lesions wiiliin the 
cranium- In other cases no abnomial appearance is discernible. " Sed 
et fessi fuerunt sunimi in arte viri atque in rebus anatomicis peritissimi 
/to use the words of Van Swieten), quod in cadavenbus hoc morbo de- 
mnetorum nihil invenerint sep^ quod cuipare polerant/' The pathology 
of this disease is unquestionably mvolved in much obscurity. 

Noir, connected with or consequent on epilepsy, it is not uncommon 
lo find apoplexy or palsy. My learned predecessor in this rostrum, Dr. 
Marshall mil, classed them, in fact, under one bracket, and supported 
tbe theory with his welUknown ingenuity and talent. He says — ** The 
patient afiected with paroxysmal apoplexy sometimes becomes epileptic; 
the epileptic» on the other hand, sometimes experiences attacks which 
Souluiily assume the more apoplectk character. Tbe fits of apoplexy 
usually terminate in an apoplectic stupor, and this sometimes in mania." 
Sudden emotions (as I stated in tbe early part of my lecture) have very 
frpquently <ziven rise to ajwplexy, owln^r (n the hir^hly-incrm^rd nrterial 
&ciion, aod the venous compression attendant on it, of whii li nniiu rous 
instances are given by Arettcus, Portal, Cheyne and othfn authors ; and, as 
both these slates occur in an epileptic fit, an apoplt t nc or paralytic sei- 
'me may naturally be expected. Paralysis, act urduig to my repeated 
observation, is more frequently connected with tlie depressing passions 
—such as distress of mind from leases, sormw, hustraied speculaiions, 
and other sources of anxiety and disappointment. The nervous energy 
which bad previously subsisted, and carried tbe projectors through much 
montal and bodily latigue, producmg incieased determination to tbe 
biain, with congestbn of the sinuses and veins, is succeeded by exhoMs^ 
titm of organic nervous power, giving birth, in perms of a gouty diathe> 
iis, to ao attack of gout—- m otbeis, of mature af^e (and in whom the 
eircdatk» through the brain is liable to physical imjperfection), to arup- 
tuie of the mioute bkxidvesselii and coosequeot efinskm mto some part 
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of the eocephalon. The lesult of such effiisbn mftnilests itsdfwioosijr, 
according to the seat or to the extept of the Mon that has occurred. 
It may have occurred in the base of the hrain, or in the spinal colama, 
as we]] as in the nieiibges or substance of the t>rain itself. If the eflb- 
sion ID the brain be slight, absorptioa may take place, attended with en- 
tire recovery ; or the eiffusion may increase, and be followed by exten- 
sioo and aggravation of the paralysis, and ultimately by death. Bot 
there can be no doubt that both apoplexy and pamlysn are occurring 
ahnost daily from intellectual disturbance, and consequent on a dei- 
ciency of the due equilibriiHS of the nervous and vascular systems. 
Amongst the multitudinous minor instances adducible, another striking 
instance of the elFect of the mind is displayed in the chanf^e of the 
color oi the licur, which hecomes rapidly ijrey, or falls off, under the in- 
fluence of anxiety and grief. The late chaplain of Newgate told roe 
that he has been astonl-^hed at the rapidity with wliich dark-brown oc 
black hair, in young subjects who have fretted after their commitment, 
has been bleached. A lady of my acquaintance, who expen i iired sjeAt 
unkmfli>ess from her husband boon nhvr n^arriage, lost every iiaii , not 
only froiii the scalp, hut the eye-brows and eye-lashes came off; aud ber 
skull, in a few weeks, was as smooth and polisiied as a billiard-ball. 

Other instances of the extraordinary operations of the mind present 
themselves in the metamorphoses of the totus in otera, as is well known 
and are highly authenttcated ; and, moreover, powerfully illustrative of 
the subject of my lecture^in the dispersion of warts by what is termed 
charming them<— the suspension of an ague-fit by impressing the patient's 
mind with the conviction that it will not recur (be the instrument what 
it may)— the removal of disease by pretending to a miraculous agency 
—of the toothache, by invoking the presence of the dentist, &c. &c« 

[Tol»eMpliiMeiL] 



CA8£ OF PARAC£NTeSiS THORACIS, FOR AB8CBS8 OF THK LUNG& 

BT S. HOWJIRD DICKSON, H.D.; MECKLENBVROH) TENN. 

It not uiitrequently happens, in the different de[)artinent<: of <^«^'ience, that 
the researches of philosophers and students shall continue lor some time 
to throw lii^ht upon step alter stej) of the solunun of any intricate and 
undecided fjuestion, and then suddenly, just as we begin to !ooi< for the 
conclusion, so important to l>e detenuined, all proirress in that direction 
ceases: and it is not until we have almost lori^otien tlial we were ex- 
pectinir such a result, that pcriiaps, by accident, one other move is made 
and the end attained. 

Let us hope tliat it tnay not prove so with the rapidly increasing light 
now being Mied upon the once obscure subject of heterologue deposits. 
The improvements in that part of physiology which relates to ci*ll-ionna- 
tion, more particularly the established iiicts that tnbercle is broken down 
or spurious cell, and that it is not so much the mere oil and albumen of 
the cell, as the vital principle, which is wanting or perverted ; and the 
announcement, by the analysen of the sun*s lay, that any orgnnisuas. 
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ellher animal or vegetable, d«'|irive(l of the actinic or ch'^miral influence 
n( iIkk rav , cannot [X'rfe*"! pidperly the function of luilrilion ; tlus*^ and 
oliicrs on im; s-amic or ailiiMi sul)jt»CtSv seem lo point to sotiif thing deliiiile 
just on the eve of demonstration or disroverv, which bliail not only ena* 
bJe us to understand more fully the nature and cause of tubercular de» 
generation, but also guide us unerringly to some efficient and radical 
ifncment for this class of iffections. 

But in peering thus curiousty into the future, I am losing sight of my 
Dii^'fial tntentioo, which was to give you a short account of a case which 
Qccurred a few years ago, in (he practice of an experienced and scientific 
physician of this place, who is also an intelligent and original thtnker* 
Trie case and its treatment excited a good deal of attention at (he tinne, 
ind is still remembered hy the people as well as by the practitioners of 
tins and the neighboring counties. But to be brief :— 

On the '2 lib of January, 1848, Dr. R. was called to see Mr. P., who 
iived several miles distant* P. is one of a family, all of whom are of 
consumptive tendency^ himself, perhaps, as strongly predisposed as, if 
not more «o than, any other member of it. Dr. R. remembers the 
Weather as being cold, damp and disagreeable in tho hiL'be«;t degree. He 
found his patient suffering firnii violent pleuritic pain, with ii;real dyf;p- 
rnTR atid high excitement of tlie pulse. A blister, in connection with 
ft tiaiii otIuT reniedie*^. failinL' to relieve him, after a few days, extensive 
pustiilaiiuu by means of tartar emetic nint/nent was resorted to. A 
cough, whose violence nothing could allay, and the exrei=:sive discharge 
of tuberculo-pui ulent matter by expectoration, soon reduced liim to ihe 
lowest degree of emaciation. Willi his bones almost protrnding fmni the 
worn and bed-galled skin, which foniied their only covering, his cada- 
verous countenance was the image of that death which seeined fast 
approaching. 

About this time, the presence of a large vomica, Ibrming (]uite superfi* 
cially in the lung, if 1 may use such an expression, became evident, and 
led the physician to nune one of the largest of the pustules immediately 
over it. When the abscess thus formed was about the size of a walnut, 
he phtnged a lancet into it, and through the orifice thus made, issued 
saeh a quantity of purulent matter, tliat Dr. R. thought it prudent to 
torn him upon iiis back, without allowing it all to escape, until he had 
recovered himself a little. 

The establishing of this external opening, was followed by an imme* 
cliate cessation of the cough, and great palliation of the other distressing 
symptom?. 

There was a slight retnrn of cough, occasionally, durnig the conva- 
lescence. whirh be^ian and weiu on steadily from that time. Another 
vomica seeined to form, and after some uneasy sensations, with a burning 
and Slinging pain, it burst, communicating with the former one, as was 
Aown by the increased discharge and the relief consequent upon it. 
The discltarge gradually lessened, however, and the oriGce finally healed 
at the end of eleven months. 

It seems to me especially interesting lo notice that, the necessity for 
OOMghing being removed, and with it the irritation produced by the cou^h, 
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his health and streni^th began at once to return, in spile of the discharge 
fiuiii his lung ; so thai he was riding uhoul on horbcback for months, and 
even went several miles to Knoxville, a distance of twelve or fourteen 
miles, with the ori6ce still open. 

I will make no apology wt bringing this case to the notice of the pro* 
fesstoo, as Dr. R/s incessant occupation precludes the possibility of his 
giving a more detailed and complete history of it* The fects I learned 
not only from the Ibrtnnate medical adviser, but from the patient himself, 
now a hearty, healthy man, who assures me that no one need die of 
consumption, who will come to Dr. R. lo open hb side and let the 
matter out." 

It will be observed, that while the authorities, in recommending para- 
centesis thoracis for empyema, &c., distinctly except all cases compli- 
cated with tubercular disease, the present is an in<?tance of its hem^^ sur- 
cessfullv resorted to in one of these very excepted cases. The nile is, 
however, as far as 1 retnetnl)er, supported l)y no cases reported in the 
books, and seems to have resnhed from the theory, that no treatment 
could ^nbfliie tlie irritative inflammaiioQ and ulceration of tubercles. — 
CharicUon Med. JourmL 



UtMARtiAULIi MIGRATIONS OF A PI.N AND NREDLE THROUGH Tilt 

DODY OF A YOUNG LADY. 

BY NAPOLEON B. ANDERSON, M.D., LOUISVUJJ:, KY. 

On the 20th of April, 1849, Miss Catharine M ■ ■ , mL 19 years, in a 

fit of laughter accidentally swallowed a large brass pin and a medium 
sized needle. No pain attended the passage of these bodies into the 
stomach, nor was any felt until after the expiration of about the third 
week, at wbieli liiu*; a warm, pricking sensation w as first felt in the car- 
diac oiilice of the slojnach, which position it maintained for the space ut 
lliiee months, when it gradually changed, and ^fated itself in the lower 
lo!)e of the left hmu. In this situation it remauuMl for some nine months, 
without any distuih;uu-e lo the organ ol' rrspiralion in which it was feh, 
will) tlie exception of occasional couiih and slight hemopiysis. Duiiiio 
this period, the pain gradually moved lo the glenoid cavity of the sca- 
pula, and was experienced at the insertion of the deltoid muscle, in which 
situation considerable pain was the result of elevation or rotation of the 
arm. From this point it moved to the arm ])it, when the arm had to be 
carried horizontally, and no elevation, rotation, adduction or abduction 
could be performed without excruciating pain ; the inner part of the arm 
turning very black, from the infiltration, 1 suppose, of blood into the su^ 
rounding parts* Pressure upon the parts produced no material cbange 
in coloration, nor was there any unusual amount of sensation or numb- 
ness in any part of the discolored portion, with the exception of di^ 
region in which these foreign bodies were situated. The arm remained 
in this condition, with no material changes, until December, 1850, whea 
the pain and tniea^iness moving from the arm-pit, towards the articulation 
of the ulna aud radius with the humerus, settled in the belly of the bi- 
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ceps flexor musde^ forming theie a dark spot the size of a half dollar, and 
Teiy sensitive to the touch. An emollieDt poultice was applied for twen- 
ty-lour hours, when fluctuation indicated the use of the knife. A quan- 
tity of bloody mis was discharged, and the needle and pin were extract- 
ed fiam two dirorent apertures, about half an inch apart. The pin was 
dark, but the needle was bright, and had undergone no material change. 
Alteratives were used, and in ten days from the extraction of the bodies, 
the lady had perfect use of her arm, and has continued to do so ever 
since. During the period, from the swallowing of these substances until 
their removal, the constitution was not disturbed in the slightest degree, 
except the cough and hemoptysis spoken of; and this continued only as 
long as those articles were passing tlirougli tlie lungs, after which the 
symptoms disappeared. The lady iinderwont no Ireatment during their 
migration from the mouth to the arm, with the rxroption of a purge 
when she first swallowed the articles, and anodyoe euibrocatioos after- 
wards. 

These pointed bodies appear to have travelled side hy side over the 
entire route from the mouth to the point at w hich they were extracted, 
and must, in their couise, liave passed ihroui^h the ston '^ch, diaphiai^m, 
lung, pleura, among muscles and bloodvessels, before il uiiig the parts 
fi'oai which ihey were extracted. The points of eacli ailicle presented 
at the incision made, and must, I suppose, have thus passed the cutire 
distance. — iVuiem Jontr, of Medicine aid Surg, 



DR. 0ICK*8 ALPHABETICAL MOTtCBS OF SUBJECTS CONNECTED 
WITH THE TREATMENT OF DYSPEPSIA. 

[Continued from page 192, vol. xllv.] 

RHtTBARB is an instance of the happy union, in the same* substance, of 
purgative and tonic properties. It suits ahnost every ea^e in which 
purgation is indicated, except that of acute enteritic inllaMiination. Sa- 
line purgatives debilitat(\ 'rind therefore suit only inflannnaloiy and fe- 
brile cases ; caslor-oil siuiply evacuates ; but rhubarb produces otlier 
good etiects than merely unloading the bowels : it rarely op(Mates in ex- 
cess, and, after duly relaxing the intestines, its a^trin^MMit proj)erfy sea- 
sonably limits the action of its purgative one. It exerts an unequivocal 
tonic and iuviirorating^fiect on the digestive organs, and on the general 
system. It re-animates languid appetite, has no mean cholagogue pro- 
{)eriies, and improves sanguification. It is suitable in almost every va- 
riety of apyrelic dyspeptic derangement. 

.Ricmitt communis, — Castor-oil, as we have remarked in the last no- 
tice, b a simple purgative. It operates mechanically, if we may call 
it so, namely, by its oily quality enabling it to elude the muscular grasp 
of the bowels, and to glide along these ; lubricating, in its transit, the in- 
ternal surface of the intestines, and thus facilitating the passage of the 
alimentary bolus, or of faecal scybala. It has little or no chenii( al or 
pbyaiologicd actbn. When our object is absolutely nothing else than 
8* 
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to unload the bowels, without either exciting or depressing tystemicaHyy 
castor-oil ^next to an aqueous latoMtU) is that which most directly am! 
simplv IuIdIb our wishes. 

When castor-oil acts irritatingly or m excess, or utterly fails to act, we 
bave grounds for suspecting some adulteratioo or other. 

By some persons the taste and smell of this oil are not reckoned on- 
pleasant. The writer has bad it (H'^ented to him as a salad ol in Italy. 

Bumtx aqnaikm and aoetfofut.— The sorrels. It is only on the latter 
that >vi propose offering a remark or two. It, as well as the nimex 
acetosella, or 6eld sorrel, abounds tn oxalic acid (in the form of the 
bm-oxalate of potash), tartaric acid, malic acid, tannin, &c. They are 
thereibre carefully to be avoided by all persons of rlimmatic or arthritic 
diathe^; for these acids, besides being absorbed into the circulation, 
and exasperatinjj, in some peculiar way, the nervotis system of persons 
with the diathesis referred to, Ffeni to interfere with the due eliniinatioa 
of urie ;iri<l, leadinii to \ov,\\ itiil unmations of the carlilapinous ti'^sues. 

Sale la olfieinalis. — It is one of the bold speculations of Liebig, that 
the use ot tea and coffee has been (leleriniu«*(i by their coiilainin^ a 
nitrogenous principle, which renders tliein au ncce|)tahh' or nece<sar>' 
substitute to nations who sparingly employ auimal food. The theory 
strikes us as beincr a very fanciful nnd a very improbable one. iVeilher 
the Chinese nor Arabs are remarkable for a sparing use of aninial food. 
The Chinese, indeed, are gross feeders, and use large quantities of ducks 
and geese. If infusions of nitrogenous vegetables had been sought, the 
bean, pea, &c., which abound in nitrogen, would have been selected. 
It b fiir more likely that it was the 6tter ttste and aromatic flavor of 
tea and co^, conjointly with mere accident or some superstition or ig- 
norant prepossesskm, that led two natkms alone, among all the nations 
of the world, to the me of these plants. We will .venture to predict 
that, on further examination, not a few of our indigenous plants will be 
found to contain identkaJ or allied nitrogenous principles with those now 
supposed peculiar to tea and coffee, and as solving the singular eoi|;nia 
why the Chinese and Arabs came to employ these. We liave an idea 
that such is probably the case with tlie article which heads this notice, 
and that, but for custom and fashion, it and other familiar plants, drank 
with cream and sweetened with sti<i;ar, like tea, would be found to pro- 
duce equally agreeable and exhilarating elfects with the latter, many of 
the elaborate enloi^iuins on which obviously rest on imaginary rather than 
any real grounds. 

Teficsimis, — Tl)is unplca^ani atieclion may have many causes, direct 
or indirect, such as the pas^^a^e of acrid, biliary and other secretions, 
or irritation sympathetically cotiimunicatc»d from a diseased bladder or 
prostate gland. An irritable, sub-inllanunatory condition of the colonic 
mucous membrane, and the use of crude acerb fruit or wine, alsO not 
infrequently give rise to it. But a very usual though less suspected 
source of tt Is flatulence, which, by unduly distending the intesdne, pain- 
fully aflfects the nervous twigs distributed in its coat. When the afe* 
tion is seated in the stomach, duodenum and small intestines, the hex 
means are pills of assalietida and musk. When the colon is the aofisr- 
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ing part, injections of warm water impregnated with assafoetida, or tur^ 
pentine injections, produce prompt and complete relief. 

In infl iiiiinatoiy states of the gastric and uuestinal mucous membrane, 
the sulieilnL; caused by flatus is often very acute. The affection, if chro- 
nic, is temporarily relieved by the means above stated, but requires for 
its radical cure sraall doses of the bicarbonates of potass or soda, efler- 
vesced with citric acid or lemon juice, followed by light bitter infusions, 
such as those of taraxacum, antbemis, &c., combined with hyoscya- 

DlUSt Sic* 

Tohaeeo. — See Alphabetical Notice,** NicoHana, m The Lancet for 
March 1, 1851. (Vol. XLIV., page 191, of this Journal.) 

Ubnine,— 'This preparation is used in France and on the Continent 
ts an anti-spasmodic, it has slight diaplioretic properties, but 1 have 
Bot i>een able to satisfy myself that it acts otherwise than as an ordinary 
fegetable bitter. Some ascribe to it the virtues of a cutaneous altera* 
live, but all diaphoretics more or less partake of these. 

Urea. — We do not doubt that lien nffer, when animal physiology, pa- 
thology and cliemistry are better understood ilian they now are, we shall 
avail ourselvrs with etiect, of several of the bodily secrt^fions and ex- 
cretions as niediclnal means. We are of opinion that, in certain cases, 
urea, combined witli some of the mineral and mincrO'VPfretafjIe salts, such 
as nitrate and acetate of potass, &tc., may be advantageously employed, 
as a stimuhnit (Jiuretic. VVe have at present our attention directed to 
this most im)>ui Lant subject. In the meantime we suggest it for the con- 
sideration of othei-s. 

Urethral s^msm and irritation, — This may seem to be an affection 
remotely connected with dyspeptic derangement, but, in reality, we must 
seek (or many renal and vesical irritations in disorders of pnmary of- 
rimiiaium. Of the secondaiy or tertiary derangements caused by these 
disorders of primary assimilation, none are more frequent than those of 
die kidney, madder, and urethra. The character of the urine is one 
of the roost delicate tests whethw chymification and chylification have 
been normally completed ; and we believe that most of the cases of 
stmcturat disease of the kidney, irritation of the mucous membrane of 
the bladder, and spasm of the urethra, are remotely due to the develop- 
nent of morbid principles in the stomach and duodenum. It would en- 
gage us in too long and abstruse discussion to state on the present occa- 
sion, in detail, our grotmds for this opinion, hut we shall probably do so 
at another time ; meantime, we merely call attention to the subject. 
We may add, that wc hplieve the best treatment of many of the above 
supposed exclusively local affections, will be found to consist in rii^id at- 
tention to the rectification of deranged primary asiimiiation. The Mri- 
nary treatment is merely secondary and auxiliary. 

Urine. — It occasioinlly happens that dysi)t'ptic '^ymptonis exist for a 
considerable Icnirth ()\ time, without involving any derangenieni of the 
uiine ; ilm explanation of which prolialily is, that the kidneys are more 
than usually ileal ihy and vigorous, and refuse, for a greater or less time, 
to separate from the blood any other than the normal constituents and 
the normal quantity of the urine. But at length, the morbid influence 
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of ill-conditioned blood, constantly operatini;, seems to destroy the elec- 
tive delicacy of these important organs, and to lessen the completeness 
of their or^miziog power over the solid coDsUtueoU elimiaaied ibrougb 
them. 

There is little doubt that our knowledge of the true consntuiion of the 
urine is still to be acquired. Probably this fluid coutams several sub- 
stances not yet ascertained ; and in regard to some of those ingredients 
whicli arc ah tad) known to exist in the urine, it is still doubtful wha: 
proportion of them is to be considered the normal one, or whether, in 
4U)y proportion, the principles referred to are to be regarded as Dorroal 
at all. 

The most important amilyses of the urine are those of Berzeliiis, Le* 
eaouy Prout, and Becquerel. 

We shall confine ourselves to a few very general and desultory ob- 
servations« 

Becquerel^s estindate of the quantity of urine voided daily in France, 
is greater than that of England, according to Dr. Prout*s calculatioD. 
Supposing both cbeniisis to be correct (which it is quite possible Uiey 
may be), we have, then, an important cause, or consequence, of the dlt- 
ferent character of the diseases of the two countries. Tlie diet of the 
French people is unquestionably more dutreiic (so to speak) than that of 
the English. Besides the acidulous wines of tlie former, the use of ve- 
getables and vegetable soups is Inrj^e in France. The contrast belwe^ 
the inhabitants of the two countries on tlu-^ point is considerable. 

Dii^e^tive derang<Mnents which atiect tlx* constitution of the urlna 
poins mdicatc more deep-seated mischiel", eitiier in the stoioacllic or the 
renal functions, than derangements of (he urinn saiiiniinis. 

Urine whieh immediately on being voided gives out a sensible smell of 
ainmoiiia, generally indicates that the vital powers have suffered declen- 
sion ; that disease has become chronic j that the patient is past aucidlc 
hfe, or is prematurely aged, &c. 

In arthritic and rheumatic cases, the mineral and vegetable acids are 
carefully lo be shunned. Among the latter the oxalic is the most objec- 
tionable ; next, the malic ; then, the tartaric, citric, and acetic. There 
can be Htde doubt chat these acids act injuriously by tlieir asti-iogeot 
eftet on the cutaneous and mucous surfaces, by their thus interfering 
with their own elimination and that of the uric and lacric acids ; thereby 
loading the blood with acidulous principles ; whence follows that peculiar 
irritative condition of the nerves, constituting local affections, such as 
sciatica, lumbago, gout, or the systemic disturbance of rheumatic fever. 
It is amaxing how difficult it is to rid the blood of this acidulous diattiesis 
.(if the expression may be used), when once it has been formed. The 
excements seem to find it a peculiarly hard task to eliminate acids. 
Years of ri^nd attention to the dietetic ingesta are necessary. Heoce the 
nrity of mdicai cures of gout and rheumatism.— XfOtu^an hanctt^ 
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CASE OF ICI UYOSIS. 

BT J, T. BA1II8, U.D.y H.R.I.A*y XTC. 

JiNE Armstbohg, aged 13, was adoiiited iato the Wbitwonli Hospitai^ 
OQ the S4ih of March, 1851. 

The woman who nursed her states that from infancy she had a rough 
skin, but not such as to attract much attention until after she had heen 
for some time at school, to which she was sent two years ago. As 
far as it can be learned, she has no hereditary claim lo the disease under 
which she labors. She appears to be half starved, and lias not attained 
the ordinary growth of a child of 10 years of age. The skin of the 
body generally is exceedingly rough ; but the lower extremities, with the 
eiceptbn of the inner part of the thighs, present the ordinary appear- 
ance of the 6sh-skin disease ; the thickened epidermb, however, espe* 
cially over the knees, resembles much more closely the covering of the 
leii-s of a fowl than the scales of a fish. She says she never remenibm 
lo liave perspired. ImniedintMy after havini; been received into the 
Hospital this child was placed under the foUowini; tn atnirMii. In the 
first instance, a generous and nourishing diet was ordered lor lier. and 
slie was directed to take a dessert-spoon ful ol cod-liver oil, three tiKies. 
in the day, the dose lu gradually aui^Mnenled lo a taljie-spoonful ; a 
vapor hath was ordered for her every night, and, on coniiiig out of the 
balli, tlie whole body to be well rubbed v\iili eod-liver oil; a flannel 
dress to be constantly worn next the skin. This plan of treatment was 
sedulously persisted in for three months, and the event has been the gra- 
dual removal of the disease, and the roost extraordinary change lor the 
better m the general health and aspect of the little patient. On com- 
ing into Hospital she scarcely weighed four stone, and now her weight is 
five stone five pounds. 

Having been long impressed with the conviction that icthyosis, as 
well as many other cutaneous diseases, appears with extreme frequency 
in persons of the strumous diathesis, I determined to treat this case by 
the adininistntion of cod-liver oil, both ioteroaliy and by the endermic 
method, knowing, from the experience of a vast number of cases, that 
to cod-liver oil belongs, above all other remedies, the denomination of 

anti-strumous," The oil has been employed externally in many forms 
of disease with murh advantage, but I do not know that it has been 
liiiherto used thus in the treatuieMit of ictliyosis. I/ike all diseases 
which are difficult to niaunire, a great variety of remedial measures have 
been employed in this disease. The external application of " sweet 
oil," combined \\ ili the warm hath, and the internal use of pilch, has 
boen foimrl efUcacious in the practice of \)r. Elliotson, but I am per- 
sua(l<Ml thai the vapor bath, and ihe cod-liver oil inunction, are preferable 
to olive oil and the ordinary warm bath. There is one decided advan- 
tage which this plan possesses over tliose more generally followed, viz., 
that, while it appears (at least from the small amount of experience we 
possess) equally potent, it has the property of invigorating the frame, 
and improving the general tone of the system ; whereas arsenic, mercury, 
be, which we see prescribed in thb class of diseases, though they often 
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cure ihe complaint, as frt quenlly exercise a most baneful influence upoU 
the general ht^allh, 

A chiif) about the same age as the subject of this commontcation, is 
at this niotiient undergoing the same treatment Ibr icthyosis in the Wfait* 
worth Hospital, and 1 have the most sanguine expectations of a like fa- 
vorable result. The probability of a recurrence of the disease must not 
be lost sivht of, but assuredly it is less likely to return in proportion as the 
meanii which have U'(>n found equal lo its rcmovni are calculated to im* 
part strength to the feeble Irame. In conducting tiie treatment of lo- 
ihyosis, perliups as much as in any disease, is the patience of both in* 
valid and physician elercised ; and the frequent failures in the less in- 
Wtemle examples of the RtTeclion are clearly traceable to an early aban- 
donment of remKlial means. These remarks are not meant to apjily to 
hereditarv or confienital icthyosis. which has ever been found little 
under the eoiilrol of (i"'';itment. and iiiaiiv eases of which fnislratf T!)e 
iiio^i jiMiicious and best-dirccled measures* — Dublin (^uartcrljf JowriuU 
of J^ledical iScicmx* 

•- ■ ' ■ — > 

MORTALITY ATTENDING OBSTETRIC OPERATIONS. 

[Fbom the review, in the Edinburgh Monthly Journal, of a new work 
on Practical Midwifery by Dr. F. H. Anit tli, Assistant in the Lying«tii 
Hospital of Vienna, we extract the following!; statistics* About 7000 
women are annually delivered in this Uoepital.J 

One of the most interesting chapters in Dr. Ametb's volume, and one 
which lias evidently coat Dr. Ameth no small deg^ree of research and 
trouble, is an elaborate sectbn on the maternal and infantile mortali^ 
attendant tipon those obstetric operations which are had recourse to lor 
the extraction of the infant in morbid and difhjuU labors* Setting 
aside three or four cases of operation l)y the Cic^arean section, gastroto- 
rny, nnd symphesotoniv, given in the Parisian rt*port<. we find that, ac- 
rordin^ lo iJr. Anuah's re^earclics, the folKns iiii: iire llie re^nlls to the 
iiiuihcrs and children, frf>in tlic other modes of artificial delivery adoptfuK 
viz., hv the forceps, veeiis. craniotomy and liirnine, in tlie three larf^«'st 
lyin»i;-in lio^pilals of Kiunpc. ji-- respectively repnrt»-d by Boer and AriK'ih 
relatively to the Vienna Hospital, by I^ichapelle and Boi\in relatively to 
the Paris Hospital, and by Drs. Collins, M Gliutock and Hardy, rela- 
tively to the I)ublin Hospital. 

I. The proportion of cases of operative or artificial delivery of the 
child is wery nearly the same in all tliese three great hospitals. In the 
Vienna Hospital under Boer, I out of every 55 women was delivered 
by one of the operations we have named, namely, by the forceps, veo^ 
tia» cranioiomy or version ; and during the time of Dr« Ameth's report, 
operative delivery was resorted to in I out of every 69 cases. In the 
Paris Hospital, Madame Boivni reports 1 out of every 61 labors as re« 
quiring delivery by operation. Madame Lachapelle found that in the 
10 years preceding 1810, 1 in 57 mothers was delivered artificially, and 
during the subsequent 10 yeais I in 68 required aucb a proceduret Id 
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the Dublin Hospital, Dr. Collins reports 1 out of every 86 women as 
having been delivered nrtiBcially ; and Dm. M^CIintock and Hardy de- 
scribe 1 out of every 5*2 of their cases as hiivinir lu^.-n similarly assi<ied, 

2. Though the total ))ro|)ortion of operations is thus not very different 
in these three large hospitals, yet the results to the children are very 
diverge. We sliall give these results in round numbers, and wiiliout co- 
pying the minute fractions that Dr. Arnelh has appended. In the Vi- 
enna Hospital, in his operative deliveries, Boer lost iiemly I in *2of all the 
children ; Arneth, I in 3 (or 33 out of 95 cases). In the I'aris Hospital, 
in the j^ame kind of cases, Lacliapelle rejx)rls le^> th ni I in 2 of all iliu 
children as iiavin^ been slillboin (or '207 wimp ->iillf)(>m out of 541 de- 
liverie>^) ; while Madame l^oivin reports nUoui I in 4 of llie children as 
having been lost (95 havin^^' been slilHioin in 334 ailifu ial deliveries). 
In the Dublin Hospital, in his cases of arlificial or operative delivery, 
Dr. Collins reports alniut 3 in every 4 children as liavmi; been lo^t (150 
of the cliildren out of 193 cases havinj^ been stillborn) ; and Drs. .M Clia- 
tock and Hardy return, under the same circumstances, a nearly similar 
amount of infantile mortality, out of 1:28 o|terative cases reported by 
them, tlie infiinfs being stUlbom in 98 instances. Or perhaps we may 
state these results, as regards the infantile mortatity in operative cases^ 
moie iDtelligibly in per centage proportions. Taking this method, the 
results are as follows :«Out of every 100 operative cases, Boer lost 
about 47 of the children ; Ameth, 34 ; Ijachapelle, 36 ; Boivin, 28 ; Coi« 
lins, 77 ; and M'CKntock and Hardy, 76. 

3. The maternal morCality in operative cases is a matter of even atiU 
greater moment and greater diversity. Unfortunately we have no re- 
cords on this point from the Parisian Hospital ; as Lachapelle and Boivin 
have not published any general statistics relative to the fate of the mo- 
thers. The maternal results, however, in these cases, are iriven in suffi- 
cient fulness in both the Vienna aufl Dublin reports. Boer lost I out 
of every 17 mothers In his cases of operalive rielivery ; Arneth I out 
of every 9. In his cases of operative deiivery. Dr. (."ollins lost 1 out 
of every 4 moiliei's ; and Drs. M Clinlock and Hardy nearly I out of 
every 5. Or, to slate the result in per cenla'ie pmportions, out of every 
100 operative or amfirial deliveries, Boer lost 6 mothers; Arnelh, iii; 
Collins, 24: and I\rCliniock and Hardy, 

As some explanation of these differences in cases of morbid labor, in 
the results to the mothers and children, we n)ay state one fact, without 
enteriu<r further into the discussion of the subject. In almost all, or in- 
deed all, operative cases in the Dublin Hospital, in which the head of 
the child has not completely passed down into the pelvic cavity, cranio- 
tomy is employed— <an operation always, of course, fatal to the child, 
and extremely dangeivnis to the mother. In the Vienna Hospital, on the 
other hand, they deliver the child by turning, and not by craniotomy^ 
when the head is nl)ove the brim ; and they apply the forceps in other 
cases, where the head has partiaUy descended through the brim, but 
which in Dublin would still be regarded and treated as crotchet cases* 
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INCISIONS OF THE SCALP IN EPiL&PSY. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgieal Jourttal. 

Sir, — Having treated successfully several cases of severe inflammatory 
a^tbns of the nnembr&nes of the brain, of a chronic character, duriog 
several years past, by mcisions in the scalp, 1 beg to inquire of the pn>- 
fessioDy through the medium of your Journal, the probable effect of a 
similar treatment, in young persons subject to epiU ptic attacks. I have 
noticed, after death from nervous apoplexy, where the effusion or ooo^- 
lum was formed near the suriace of the brain, an ecchyinosis external to 
that part of the skull in contact with the lesion. 

The success of incisions in the cases alluded to, I have attributed to 
the closure or collapse of the bloodvessels in the membranes of the brain 
directly under the place of incision. It has been my practice to insert 
tents in the part incised, and to keep up a discharge for some t\\ o or 
three weeks. A cicatrix is formed, and the vessels beco»Tie prTmnnenily 
contracted at tfie place of incision, while a correspond in dirninulioQ in 
the calihre of the vessels of the memhranes of the hrain takes place. 
This, 1 think, will he as permanent as in the part cicatrized. iNow what 
I would sui^i^e:-,! lii ca'ies of epilepsy, is the repetition of iin i-^ions at pro- 
per intervals, till nearly tht? whole scalj) is clcatriiied. This would result 
m a diminution of the calihre of the hl(x>dvessels in the whole surface 
of the brain, and thus tend to prevent the afflux of blood to tiiat organ, 
which occurs in the epileptic often from the slightest remote irritation. 
i^anstead, Sept, 13, 1851. M. F. Colbt, M.D. 

THB BOSTON MBDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON, OCTOBER 1, 1801. 



Horner s Anafo//ii/. — It is a coinpliin<MU \o any author lo into even^a 
second edition ; but when lie appears in ilie eighili, as does Dr. Horner in 
the book before us, be may con^sider bimaelf immense! v popular, especially 
in a treatise like this, for not one in a thousand ever look^ into a descrip- 
tive system of anatonay. From the first appearance of this excellent 
work, Dr. Horner has« in successive editions, been improving the text. 

This edition is distinguished from the seven that have preceded, by co- 
piou«{ ilhistra'ionf, amounting, my? the prt lacc, lo more lhau Uiree hun- 
dred, some of which are of a »^ hnra( ler lo aiil the sludejjt maleriuiiy m 
following out the complicated \vebol bumaii orgaiuzaiion. It may be well 
enough to remind those about commencing medical lectures, that this is 
one of the best, and certainly the latest, book on special | anatomy and 
histology in the English language. It is in two full-sized octavo volumes 
— making 1010 pages. Messrs. Lea & Blanchard, of Philadelphia, hnre 
conferred a lasting favor on the mediral profession of this country, by pro- 
vidin<y a native treati.>'^ ihat has few foreign equals and no superior. For 
sale in this city at Mu.^?ey s, Corn hill. 



Geological Observer. — It is taken for granted that all scienlifjc readers 
are famiiiar with the reputation of Sir Henry T. De La Beche, DiIecto^ 
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General of the Greological Surrey of Great Britain. He ta one of thoae 

profound explorers of naturet who have within a few years startled the 
world by the character and brillinncy of their discoveries. We canoot 
conceive of a higher intellectual treat, than to follow in the lo'jical track 
of the geoiogL^^ts, who re-construci whole countries b}' the known adjust- 
ment of a few rocks or strata, precisely as Cuvier re-built extinct animal 
forms from the carpentry of a single bone. So astounding are the revela- 
dons of acieotific geology, that it haa become the engrossing purault of a 
claaa of men of a high order, who have made themselves lUastriona while 
simply gratifying a taste for profound researches. It is a singular, and 
at the same time a proud circnmatance, that very many of the leading 
reolno^ical minds, both in this country and Europe, are identified with the 
medical profession. To those who study only for the sake of contemplat- 
ing the grandeur of the works of God, as unfolded and made clear to the 
uuderstanding through the indefatigable pursuits of those wiiu iiave un- 
sealed the bowels of the earth, this volume wtH be invalaable. The work 
is a le-print, from the active press of Lea d& Btancbard, Philadelphia. 
Copies are to be had in Boston at Mussey*s bookstore, Corohill. 



Dr. Siratton on Cholera. — Whether the intention was to inflict a pnn- 
ishment, or center a favor, by sending out a pamphlet on the cholera, is 
not known. It seems that in 1849, this disease was epidemic at Chatham, 
Rochester and Stroud, in England. Dr. Siratton was a naval surgeon, 
sad was determined to discover both cause and remedy ; but neither of 
tbem were found, if his report is reliable. Although rather tedious in 
its commencement, there is nothing so very formidable as to prevent his 
discourse from being read* However, it seems a waste of precious time 
to delve through forty-four pages, without being a whit the wiser for it. 
It is a^aracteristic of all the cholera atithors, that they define most prophi- 
rally what the disease is, and invariably inl rwenve a Ixniutiful theory, 
but in the meanwhile the cholera riiarclies on, totally rcfrardiess of learned 
reports and sanitary directions. Dr. Stratton, very composedly, towards 
the close, sums up matters and things in this manner : ** The treatment 
of this pestilence naturally resolves itself into five heads. Ist, the pre* 
cautionary or the prophylactic treatment ; 2d, treatment of the premonitory 
diarrhoea ; 3d, cholera ; 4th, consecutive fever ; 5th, secondary fever." Then 
follows thp remedy, which never cured a patient, in our humble opinion — 
for all the while it was pursued, the people were dyiii^if to nn nlarming 
de'/ree, and 5!till greater numbers have died since it was pruiuuluated. 
With this plain statement, is it at all singular that we are heartily discou* 
iiged with reading cholera literature ? Yet we hope the time may come 
when something more definite and satisfactory will be known and printed 
concerning cholera. This essay was tho to be of importance enough 
to be re-printed from the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal of 
April, 1851. 



CUavdand MMeal CoUege. — ^In eight sessions, this institution has had 
1500 students; and in the last four years, the average attendance has 
been about 240. These facts are pretty evident proofs that it is an enterpris* 
ing college. Of one thing we are certain in regard to it, viz , if it were 
act all that it professes to be, Dr. John Delamater would not belong to iL 
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Hp ifl n mnn of tnofl pvpenence, learned, gkilful, conscientious and indefa* 
tigable. We were fnrtnr rly assnri?\tefi with him in a school of mec^icine, 
where all his good proptrlies and energies were brought to hear upon ihe 
minds of those under his daily instruction ; it was a prominent desire of 
his heart to prepare them for social and professional influenee. 



K}inroille, Tenn,, Primary Medical School. — F. A. Ratnsnv, M.D., in 
accorddnce with a suggestion of the American Medical A&j^ociation, pro- 
poses to open a school for medical instruction on the 15th of February 
next. It has the approval of distinguished medical men of the State, and 
no doubt will sacceed. Dr. Ramsay Is a man of energy and thriAt and is 
well qualified for private or public teaching. 



Eating Pork. — ^The New Hampshire Shakers have abandoned pork, 
as food, and they are not without good reasons for doing so. Moses un* 
derstood the injurious effects of swine's flesh, which he learned of the 
Egyptians, and therpfore interdicted it in his judicial character. The 
Egyptian priests, who wf re 1 ih philosophers and physicians, ages upon 
ages before the birth of liie Jewish law-giver, had gained an insight into 
the consiitulion of man, which, transmitted through the Israelites, diluted 
and corrupted as it may be, still exerts a powerful influence on all mo- 
dem systems of legislation. Whatever was unclean in the Mosaic eata* 
logos of edibles, is still thought to be unfit for human food^ with the ex- ' 
ccption of swine. It is an anomaly that the one article, more abhorred 
than all othcr.-^ in 'he Lcvitical code, should beronie n fnvorite dish with 
us American Genuies. Scrofulous affections, if not generated, are thought 
to be aggravated by pork ; and the measles has been charged to its use. 
The hog is omnivorous, and more uncleanly than any other animal domes- ^ 
ticated for eeooomical purposes^a fact tn itself sufficiently strong II detei 
the Jews from using the meat. Let those who are possessed of the info^ 
mation, show how much more we suffer from certain cutaneous and glan- | 
dular diseases than the people of countries where pork is not used for food. 
We never saw a single swine in the whole of Fo^vpt or Syria. The old 
prejudice, or the ancient interdiction, appears to inlluL iire the public ^enli- 
menl in those countries. With these views, we donfu tiui that the Shakers 
will be gainers in health, and perhaps in longevity, by eschewing pork. 
Lard oil and stearins, in domestic economy, are invaluable articles ; and 
when the demand for them requires all the swine raised, it will be a happy 
ctccumstauce for the people. 



Mortality of Intemperance, — At a meeting of the Statistical Society of 
London, June 6tb, a paper was read by F. G. P. Neisoo, Esq., from which 
we extract some data, in regard to the longevity of persons who are ha* 

bitually intemperate. The mortality of this class of persons is shown to 
be frightfully high. In 6111-5 years of life, to which his observations 
extended, 357 deaths had taken place; but if the«^ lives had been subject 
to the same rale of niorialiiy as the general population of England and 
Wales, the number of deaths would liave been 110 only, or less than cos 
third. At the term of life from 21 to 30, the mortality was upwards of 
five times of that of the general community ; and in the succeeding SO 
years it was above four times greater. An intemperate person of 20 yean 
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afage hu an eqoal eh«MO of living 15'6; one of 30 years of age, 13*8; 
wd one of 40 years, 11*6 years ; while a person of the general population 
of the country would have an oqoal chance of living 44*2, 36*5, and 2M 
years retpectively. The iofltteoco of the diflfeient lands of drinks on the 

duration of life was also shown ; bocr drinkers arcmc^inc^ 21 7 years, spirit 
drinkers 16 7 years, and those who drank both spirits and beer indiscri- 
roioaleiy, 16 1 yeiirs. The average duration of life after the commencc- 
meol of inleiuperaie habits, among mechanics and laborincf men, was 18 
years ; traders and raerchanls, 17 ; professional men and gentlemen, 15 ; 
tod females, 14 years only. 



Sidstifute for McMunn's Elixir of Opium. — The following is extracted 
from an ariiclo by E. Dupuy, New York, in the August number of the 
Philadelphia Journal of Pharmacy. Opium, 3x. ; water, q. s. ; alcohol, 
96per eu,3iv. The opium is to oe made into a tbin pulp with water; 
ihs miitnre alloired to stand in a cool place 48 hours, then transferred into 
•a ekmgatii! ^dass funnel containing filtering paper; a superstratum of 
water equivalent to the bulk of the whole mass is added. When 12 
ounces of liquid have been fihfro*). the alcoljoj is added to the filtered 
solution. The proportion of opium is the same as that iu TincL Opii of 
the U. S. Pbarmacopceia. 



Chloroform for the Extraction of Teeth — Death. — The following case 
is related by &r. Eissen, in the Gn?.. Med. de Strasbourg, and afi'ords 
aDother instance of fatal effects from the u?o of chloroform. It is fortu- 
nate for mankind that this alone, of the two modern anaosihetics, is ever 
known to produce such results. 

''A lady, 36 years of age, of a bilio*sanguineoos temperament, who had 
hsd three children, and whose health had always been satisfactory, was 
my much troubled with toothache. She had had four molar teeth ex- 
tfscled in the same sitting six or eight years previously ; after which 
operation she had been «'M7ed with a convulsive fit. A little whilo opo 
ihe tooihaclie became very distressing again, the paiirnt had several tier- 
fous attacks, and was torineuied with the idea that her dt ntal pains expos- 
ed her to much danger. She sought the advice of a practitioner, and cou- 
lented to a new extmction, stipulating, however, that she should take chlo* 
roform. Her husband held her hand, whilst her head was leaning against 
her maid; but before she had inhaled any chloroform, she started up and 
tllempted to run away, u^ing very incoherent language. When a little 
calmer, she sat down again, and a cloth, upon which a little 1p*^s than two 
(Uachin* of chloroform had beeti poured, uas placed before her nu>iiih and 
nose. Tiie patient soon pointed out, by a few words, liiat the ciilorolorin 
was beL,nnning to take etleci, and then became insensible. The operator 
extracted three teeth with the greatest promptitude, and only stopped when 
the bosband directed his attention to the patient, who seemed to have fall- 
en into an extraordinary state. On close examination, she was discovered 
to be quite dead, and the best<Hlirected efforts were fruitless in reviving 
her.*' 



Death of Sylvester Graham. — Most of our readers in thi?? part of the 
eoauiry are familiar with the name of thi^ individual, who &ome years 
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Jkkdical MudUgaux, 



since made himself notorious in urging upon the community the system 
of light and exclusively vegetable diet to which his name was given. He 
has lately died at Northampton, io this Stale, at the age of about SO. The 
Gazette, of that place, states that his health had been gradually failing 
for the last year, and he had anfiered much from rheumatism in his hands 
and fen. "A past-mortem examination disclosed no disease in the sys- 
tem, wliich, in the opinion of ihe medical examiners, was sufficient 
to produce his death ; and the immediate cause of his decease is thought 
to be the use, contrary to the advice of his physician and friends, in the 
extreme exhaustion of the system, of Congress water and a tepid bath." 



Idiot Asylums. — It is stated that the charge of the new Asylum for 
Idiots, whiirh is to be established at Albany, has been offered to Dr. H. B. 
Willnir, of Barre, the founder of institutions of this description in this 
country. We learn that this invitation has been accepted, and thai Dr. 
Wilbur will soon remove to Albany. The present insiilulion in Barre 
will be continued under the charge of Dr. Moore, of Barre. 



Medical Miscellany. — Dr. Charles W. Davis has been ajppointed Secretary to the 
California Laud Commission. — There are now living in $lansfie1d and Covenlrf, 
three biothera who are revolutionary pensioners, wnose names and a^es are as 
follows :— Samuel Dunham, 97, Sept 1851 : Stephen Dunham. 90, May, IS.tI ; 
James Dunhajn, 8S. Oct. 1851. Four brotlier.s, who also served in the revolution- 
ary war, died, a^ed irom 63 to 81. Four sibters died, aged from 70 to 80. — Dysen- 
tery still prevails estenrively in m&ny plaoea here at the nrnth, but happily is not 
60 fatal as in former seasons, — Govin Milroy, M.D., who was sent by Ine Britb*h 
Government to inveslicfale and collect the chuleni statistics of Jamaica, sailed re- 
cently from Boston for home. — A very large a(iditional building is goiuu up ai the 
McLean Asylom, Somenrille, in this State, at a coat of twenty thousand doilanL'^ 
Dr. Reid, a traveller through the highlands of Peru, Is said to have found lately in 
the desert of Atacama. the dried remains of an arisembla^e of liuraan beings, fi^e 
or six hundred in number, men, women and chikiren, seated in a semi-circle, a> 
when alive, staring into the burning waste before them. The Spanish inraoer 
\v:i^ at luuid, and no escape being left, they hiad come thither to aie.-* Elizabeth 
Black well, the young lady niado famous by her perseveringly successful efforts 
to lit heraelf for a physician, has finally cmicluded Iter studies and opened au 
office in New York, — Dr. Geor«|e A. Guidnerj accused ol having defrauded the 
government in regard to a Mexican claim, hais returned from Europe, and save 
himself up for trial, being liberated, however, on heavy bail. — Cholera is making 
melancholy havoc at Mazatlan. — A second edition of Dr. Watson's learned treati?:e 
on the iustory, etiology' and prophylaxis of Trismus Nascentium, has been pub- 
lished. — ^A. plan is agitated in New Orleans of building up a new and ecooomical 
establishment for the reception of emigrants, a short dbtance below the oity. 



To CoKRBsroNDiSTS^Pspen by Dn. J. M. Smith and C. B. Chspnisa have been vmrad* 

Mariiih), — In T.atirastcr, Mass., William A, Hawley, M.l>., of Albany. N. Y., in Miss r!<?n. 
belli Sophia, daughter of Kev. R. Willard, of Laiirsster.— Betyamiii E. Sawyer. M.D., ofCon- 
oocd, to Mitt Sarab Foster, only daughtor m Rkhard Foster, Esq., of Humw, N. H. 



fhatht in BottoH'—far the week oodiog Saturday nooa, Sept 27tb,8l IHales. 3 5 — fcw eles, 46. 
AlMce«s, 2 — ecridcntaf, 2— dinea^e of bowflx, 9«-tnteminauoii of howelt, t^-dmaae of braia.S 
— ronsumption, 10 — miivuUions, 1— < lioIi'ra infantum, 4— canktT, 2 — dysentery, 4— dlnr li . t— 
dropsy. 1 — dropsy of brain. I— dial>elcs, 1— fevcf» I— typhus fever, !— lyplioid fever. I— iua| 
fever, 4— diseaae of Ihe hasrt, I— infhntile, l4— maraMnm, l>-^»1d 1— pality, 1 — pocrperat,S 
—peritonitis. 2 — teeihins^, 1 — unknown, 1. 

Under d vears, 38— I»ei«.t*?u5 and 20 years. 5 — tieiweeu W and 40 years, 26— between 40 
nd 60 years, 9— over f^o veara, 9. AmnHcHnH. 38 } fbiwgnen and eliiMran of fttielgnm* iS' 
Tbe above iododes 10 «lasibi si the Cily Inatitittioiit. 
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lEDUCTION OF THB FEMUR WHEN DISLOCATED ON THE DOBp 

SUM ILII. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Drar Sir, — Some weeks since I noticed an article in your .Journal, the 
author of wliich claimed to have discovrred a new method of reducing 
a dislocation of the femur on the dor nm ll'ii. Knowine, os T did, how 
familiar this so-called orif^inal inelliod v, as to many ot our profession, I 
was not at all surprised to find, in the Journal of the week after, a com- 
munication denyiii"^ the originality of the method. Havini^ in my pos- 
sesion " Smith's Medical and Surirlcal Memoirs," in which, as it ap- 
pears to me, this new method is fully explained, and also having myself 
reduced two dislocated femurs on this same principle, I think I can show 
cdoclusively the futility of the claims of the author of the ftfst'*inentk)ned 
iiticle to originality. The gentleman says — to use his own words— 
that the annouiicement of a proposition so novel, so ultra, and cootm- 
dictory to the teachings of all standard writers on surgery for the last 
hundred years," exposes him to the sneers of some, and to the pity 
of others. 

We will immediately show that it is not contradictory to the teacb- 
isgs of all standard writers on surgery. Why, in his list of past and 
present eminent medical men, did the gendeman omit the name of !Va* 
than Smith ? Had he attended the lectures of Professor Smith in Dart- 
mouth College, within a miles of which, 1 am informed, the gentle- 
man himself is employed m teaching surgery, he would have heard the 
riK'ihod. which he claims as orioinal, demonstrated. Dr. Nathan Smith 
lau'^lit this method of K'durinii a dislocated femur, from 1804 to the 
liiiie of his death in 18*29, both in Dartniouih and Yale Colleges. 1 will 
now make some extrarts from Smith's Medical and Surgical Memoirs, 
published in 1831, to sliow that his method is the same as the one 
lately n^conunended to your notice. In an article in this volume, the 
*'riter, Dr. IV. K. iSinlLh, of BaUimore, says—'' The principles which, 
in the following pages, I shall endeavor to establish, relative to the re- 
duction of the dislocated os femoris, were, in part, derived from my fa- 
iWs lectures.** Some pages further on, he says-—** By grasping the 
diHal exMOolty of the dislocated hone, and maldog henaing nx>vemenfB 
Hke those which violence employs in producing dinocatkms^ we have k 
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in our power to call into exercise, with great efiect, certain mtucks it* 
tached to the bone. We do this with great mechanical advantage, be- 
cause we USf tlie bone as a lever, on the lon<> arm of which we impre?^^ 
our force. • • • Thus, if the hip be dislocated upward and back* 
ward, and \ve grasp the knee and powerfully abduct the member, we 
put powerfully on the stretch the abductor muscles. The power which | 
we exercise on them is very great, because the thigh bone is the \ 
lever which multiplies the force. Tliese muscles, then, will he called |" 
into the s-mmc kind of powerful, convul>?ive action, which occurs in thns- j 
inu«f!i^s' iliat rnn-5f» the dislocation. But now the muscles drag thekad 
of the bone directly towards its natuml position.'* 

And a^ain he says — " Prof. Nathan Smith used to relate, in his sniirinil 
lectures, a case of dislocation of the os femoris on the dorsum ilii. in which 
he promptly succeeded, by the mere force of hands, in etiecling the 
reduction. IVotes of this case unlortuiialely 1 am not able to discover 
among his jjapers. The principal facts, however, are fresh in my me- 
mory, and will undoubtedly be borne in mind by many who have lista- 
ed to his instructions. After attempting the ordinary methods by exten- 
sion, in vain, he bent the leg ujxm the knee, seised the leg, and asing it 
as a lever, rotated the thigh a little outward. Then he gently abducttd 
the thigh, and lastly flexed it freely on the pelris,by carrying thekoee 
towards the face of the patient. These movements insuntly succeeded, 
and with but little efibrt of strength. A medical gentleman of Mase- 
eh usetts, who bad been a pupil of my father, saw a similar case of dis- 
location, practised the same method, and succeeded with equal iiiciiitf/ 
A letter from him to Prof. Smith, detailing the particulars of the case, 1 
once saw, hut unforiuuately it cannot now be found." Again, in this j 
same article, it is staled that Prof. Physick reduced a dislocation of the 
femur directly backward, after very powerful efforts had been made to 
eftecl the reduetion by extension, by siin)>ly nhduclin^ the thiuh. 

Having given the preceding extracts to show the principles of Dr. 
Smith's method, I will now, by making a few quotations from the article 
in your Journal, show that the method therein advocated is the same 
formerly practised and taui^lii by Dr. N.Smith. The author, m descnbini: 
his discovery^ says — " It will be perceived, that by this mode of op« rai- 
in?, we make a hvtr of the shaft or hone of the femur, and a fulcnim 
of the edge of the pelvis — and by this means lift or dislodge the bead 
of the bone — while the abductor muscles draw it downward and inward, 
making it, as it were, hack into its place, through the rent of the capsular 
ligament." Id describing a case he says^*' 1 then, as already described, 
seized the knee with one hand, the ankle with the other, flexed the leg 
on the thigh, the thigh on the pelvis, carrying it tnward and over ih 
mmd ^NR^^hen upward over the abdomen, till the thigh was nearly 
parallel with the right side — then rotated the heel inward, canied the 
foot over the sound thigh, and the knee outward, when, by a gentle o?- 
cillatkm and rotation of the thigh, the head slipped into the socket. ' If 
any one will lake the trouble to compare these extracts with those taken 
from Smithes Medical and Surgical Memoirs, I think be cannot fail to 
see that they describe m tubttance one and the same thbg. 
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I presume that sufficient has been said to satisfy your readers of the 
tmtb of assert'ion. I will, however, before closing this article, men* 
tioo, as bnefly as possible, two cases of dislocation of the os femoris 
00 the dorsum ilii, which occurred in my own practice, and which I re- 
daced in the above-mentioned manner. 

Case L — Some time in ld*)6. I was summoned to visit Josiah Atkins, 
of East Granville, who, by falling forward with great violence, from a 
wagon, and receiving the wagon load of bags of grain upon his back, 
not only badly fractured his skull whirli came in contact with a rock, 
bfit also dislocated his os fiMnoris upon tlie dorsum ilii. The patient 
pr' ^entintr evory symptom of pre^^ure on the brain, 1 immediately ap- 
plied the trephine, and elevated i!ie dppref=?sed portion of the skull. Tliis 
operation having resulted favorably, the next day 1 reduced the disloca- 
i!<>n thus. The patient liavin^; been firmly secured upon a table, stand- 
ing un the Well ^luc 1 took hold of the knee with my left iiand, and uinsped 
the ankle with my ri;i;ht. Then, flexing the leg on the thigh to .liioui a 
riwht an>'le, hv uieans of the lei[ as a lever, I rotated the femur on its axis 
to loosen the head of the bone, at the same time flexing steadily and 
tlrongly the tliigh upon the body. This, my first attempt at reduc- 
ing a dislocated thigh, was immediately successful. The patient is still 
Kving. 

Casb II.— ^ct. 9th, 1844, 1 was called to visit a Mr. McGregory, in 
Vest Sprinofield, who had dislocated his thigh on the dorsum ilii. 1 re- 
duced the dislocation in the same manner as in the first case, by using 
dight extension, and flexing and rotating the thigh as ah<n-e described. 

Allow me, in conclusion, to refer any of your readers who may de- 
am further inforroatkK) on this subject, to Smith's Medical and Surs^ical 
Memoirs, where they will find a very full and accurate description of this 
method of reducing a dislocated os femoris, and also three lithographs 
liiowing the operation at different slaves of its progress. 

Springfidd, Mass,, 22(1, 1851. James M. Smith, M.D. 



THE HOSPITAI^S OF PARIS. 
(Conmimfefttad for Bcwtai M«dJctl md flntglottl i<Minia].J 

Bt a decree of January 10th, 1819, everything relating to public as- 
sistance has been placed under a special board, or admioistration, called 
AdminiMiration Generak de fAuutwuu Fubliqac a Pari$, It is un- 
der the control of the Minister of the Interior, and b managed by a di- 
lector and a council of twenur members. The presidents are prefects 

, of the Seine and of Police. The change effected at that date bad but 
litde to do with the immediate arrangements of the hospitals themselves* 
This administration is confined to civil hospitals. The military estab- 
Ibhment is entirely distinct, and under the military administration. 
Applications for admission into tlie hospitals are received at the Bu' 

' nan Central d' Admmistration, but any physician or surgeon can receive 
a patient into his wards at the time of his regular visits ; and the rule is 
sot so construed as to prevent the admission of patients by the internes 
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%t any dme in eases of emergency. The Burum Cmtrmt i^Admmh 
tratim is composed of twelve physicians, and surgeons, ^vho relien 
etch other by rotation. From tins body the hospital physicians and m- 
geons are selected when Ticancies occur. They are elecled foe 6«» 

years, but their appointments are always renewed. No one can obiaiB 
a place at the hospitals until he first been elected to the Bureau Coi- 
tral. This board indicates tlie hospital to w bich the patient mav be 
admitted : tb»-v L'tve «n-ntni{ous advicf^ to the indi^^ent, and children ar? 
vaccinated liere on Thursdays and Sundays, nt cf^rtfiin hours. To 
cure liie j)ractice of vaccination, and its con.seijuent pmteclion, xh.ivi 
francs are paid fo the parents for every child vaccinated, and children 
that luivenot Ulvu \.h ( uiat* d ;ire excluded from the free s( liuols of I*aris. 

The civil hojipitals of Faii^ are divided into three classes. \)z., Ist, 
general hospitals ; 2d, special hospitaU , aiui 3d, hospices^ or iiislitutioos 
similar to our almshouses. These institutions have a uniform arnmge" 
ment of officers, which consist of-^lst, o director. 8d, turgtom id 
physiciaiUf who are obliged to meke t daily morning visit to their pt- 
tients. They are aUowra two or more wtemes and exienictt aocQidin(: 
to the extent of their service, one ghdau of 'phmmofy a iMirM lor sidi 
ward, and a ntUr of dmky km each service, male or female. To bs 
eligible a physician must be 35, and a surgeon 90 yean of age. Tbdr 
salaiy varies from 600 to 1 800 francs, according to the time they have 
been in the service of the administration, 3d, ofio(Aceartef. 4th, in- 
ierneif or rssident physicians. 5th, extemcsy or dressers. 6th, ttwieMttrf 
j^amacy. All the principals in each department are elected by ooo- 
cours. The sisters of charity are attached to some religious «ortetT. 
They profess to have retired from the world for the purpose of devoi- 
ing their time to acts of benevolence. They are found in nearly all 
the hospitals of Parl<. civil and military, wheie tb»'v oHirinte in I Ih- ca- 
pacity of nurses to iln' :»ick ar>fl x^'MMnU'd. Tiiere is no - xii iit ot rare 
for these miserable iiuiiates ibui iht'V are not ready in ; — unie. and in 
many instances tlx-y act the pan of relatives to the sick and dying. 1 
have more than once seen the ^nod sister rnaiiif»'sl all the tender interest 
for tlie dying stranger that couKl be expected from a >ister indeed. To 
them is entrusted ihe whole care of the wards m liie absence of their 
medical attendant. 

The number of hospitals under the direction and care of the coancl 
geoeial of public assistance is twenty-^. A new establishment w» 
commenced under the reign and auspRes of Louis Pbilliiie, which was 
to have borne hk name, but which is changed to jB^piim dt Is JUpub- 
Uqwu When completed, this will be the hufest hospital in Paris, ind 
is to receive the patients of Hotel Dieu, while that pile of hmldingi it 
undergoing repaiiB. 

1. The ^^otersf ibipdab are open to those persons whose diseases do 
not render treatment at special hospitaU more proper. Of these the 
Hotel Dieu and La Charite are the principal. 

2. Special hospitals are nppropnnted to [iatienls afflicted wnh par- 
ticular diseases, surh a< scrolula, sy j)hi!i-, ciiianeotr«: and mental diseases. 

3. Hotpke4, or almshouses. It appears irocu the last letums that the 
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bMpifiib and hospices of i^uris Bttf»poit each wmt (m round muBben) 
]2,000 aged aad infirm men and women, ana that they lecaiva annu- 
ilijr 80,000 patients, of whom 5,200 are always under care or treat- 
ML Of children, there are yearly received 4,600, and lsi,000 are 
always out at nurse in the country ; 500 are apprenticed yearly. Be- 
sides ibis, the liospital dirertors grant relief yearly to 80,000 indigent per- 
sons. The number ol beils in the hospitals IS 6,574, aad it is seidoiB 
ibal one remains a day unoccupied. 

There is much system and economy in the managtment of the va- 
rious hosjxiais. The bread used in all the hospitals of Paris is furnished 
from an establishincui situated in the Place Scipion, on the south side 
of the city, adjoining Clauiaa. Enough is supplied every morning for 
abut 12,000 persons. All employed in the hospitals receive tiioir sup- 
ply from here, as well as patients* The annual consumption of bread 
aod Oour aiaounts to nearly 8,000>000 pounds. The flour from whieh 
iIm bread is made, also the wine used, is admilted into Paris firee fcom 
the octroi or city duties. The wine is purobased b large lots on ad^ 
nuuageous terms, and is deposited in vaults under the mireau eeutraly 
fiom which place it is distributed to the various hospitals. The annual 
quantity consumed amounts to about 1,500,000 quarts. The difference 
IB the kind of stimulants used in the Frencli and British hospitals is quite 
apparent. In £iigland porter is the principal stimulant. 1 could not 
bat think that a little less of these articles b European hospttab 
would do quite as well. 

Among the special hospitals is one appropriated to the treatment of 
diseases of children — Ilopital Jcs Enfrm Maladcs. The nufiiber of 
beds in this hospital is about 600, all of wIik li are at this time occupied. 
I am told that so great is the rare besiowed by the officers and other 
aueiidants at this establishment, that many persons seek admission for 
their children \Uio would not oiluMu i>e do so. It is quite novel to see 
so much order prevail in an estul»lisbuient appropriated to the treatment 
of such numbers of young persons. So assiduous is the care ui' uic 
sisteR here, that but little more confusion prevails, than in wards occu- 
pied by adults. The grounds are spacious ; the buildings surround a 
nrge space, which is planted with trees and shrabs, and in which various 
tpd^nces for reeieatioo are erected. 

agpkoll SL Louu is the largest of the special hospitals. It is mainly 
appropriated to the treatment of cutaneous diseases and scroAila, but it 
teceives acute diseases and surgical cases. A large number of cholera 
piiienls were treated at thb hospital. The bathing apparatus is here 
oust ample. It has a vapor bath so arranged as to serve eight persons 
at the same time in distinct entries. More than 25,000 persons availed 
themselves of these baths during the last season. 

The Hopitalt du Midi and Loureine are appropriated to the treat- 
ment of syphilis. Tiie former for males and the latter ibr females. 

Each ha^ W) lu-d^, and nlwRvs full. 

Th<' Sa/p' iriere may ht; ranked amon^ the hospiccs. These immense 
buildings occupy the foniifM site of n saltpetre manufactCM'y. The hos- 
pital is 1680 feet m length and iit>4 m breadtli. It is now exelusivelj 
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approfmated to the receptksn of women, who are divided into three 
ciassea— ist, reposantes, or aged officials of the hospitals ; 2d, indigent 
peisoos, divided into valid inmatps, or afflicted by old ai^e only — infirm, 
decrepit and incurable patient-^ : %\. (epileptic pei-sons and lunatics. 
The total numljer r)f bed?; is 4.4;iS, the municipal council liaving recently 
suppressed 5()() of them in order to apply the means resuluujj tbereliom 
ia a morp r-ronoiuical form to out-door rrVn'f. 

The number of beds occupied by lunalu s, idiots or epileptic patients, 
is 1.470. Tlie liinaties, of wbich three fifihs are dangerously mad, are 
kepi in separate inliujiaries, and treated with tlie greatest care and lU- 
lenlion. Sewing is encouraged anion<i[ ibem to such an extent, llial iu 
one moruli 48,000 iniiiuu y sacs arc said to have been completed. The 
harmless are allowetl lo amuse themselves in various ways ; the principal 
occupation in which they are eocoura^ed is gardening, the salutary 
fects of which are supposed to fevor iuk recovery. 

1 do not pretend to have given yoii a deacriplion of all the hospitals 
of Paris, but have selected the principal ones, and such as will serve as 
an index to the remainder. C. B« CflAPiiAir. 

Pam, August, 1851. 



8TU1CTURE OF (ESOPHAGUS. 
T9 the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgieai Journal, 

Dkah Sir, — If you deem the followinir account of a somewliat rare di- 
ease, worthy of a place in your Journal, you will please insert it. To 
me it has been a very interesting case. Other members of the pmlls- 
sion have requested nic lo communicate it to the Journal, and 1 accord- 
ingly accede to their wishes. 

In September, 1850, I was consulted by Mrs. W. concerning a trou- 
ble about her throat, attended at times with considerable difficulty of 
deglutition. On examination, discovered general inflammation of intiooiis 
membrane of fauces. Applied nit. ar^. in sol. ; also ordered an astria* 
cent gargle — ^which treatment gave relief, in October was called again 
S>r the same difficulty. Treatment as before, with the same resulL 

She was again atuu ked in January, 1851, with inability to swallow, 
and what appeared to be a depression, or *' run-down " state of the sys- 
tem. She had been subject to considerable mental anxiety ; had worked 
very hard, and was not over careful about exposure to cold. She was 
occasionally able to swallow fluids — and then could not do^to ibrsoiiie 
days. Treatment — alteratives, tonics, nervines, fcc. ; nit. arg. in sol. to 
throat. Introduced a probang into the stomach. Found stricture a few 
inches from the commencement of the CBSopbagus, not, however, very 
severe. Introduced the probang at different times. In a few weeks, 
after being reduced somewhat, she became (juite well, and gaintid Hc^ 
and strenuibj but was not able to swallow much, except semi-duid diet. 

She was again attacked in June. 1 was from home. Dr. Jenkin? 
was called, and Mibai ijuently Dr. Shove in consukauon. I was agaiu 
called August ioih. Found her e^^ceedingly emaciated; had not swal- 
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lowed tor several days. Introduced the probang. Found very con- 
siderable difficulty in the passage of it to the stonuich. After over* 
eoming, by the most carenil manipulation, the resistance at one point, 
the bait was carried along one and a half or two inches, when it encoun- 
tered another strictured place ; which led me to diagnose — ulceration of 
mephagUM, about two inches in length, the hardened edges of which 
produced stricture. After the introduction of the probang, she would 
not consent to my passing the oesophageal tube down to the stomach, to 
rve her nourishment, iituil twelve days had elapsed since swallowing. 
Iij ih<' mean time she took frequent injections of beef tea, which support- 
ed iier remarkably. She at length consented to have the tube intro- 
duced, which was accordingly c^one, and a small quantity of fluid was 
passed Into the sioiiiach. Alter a few times, the stomach would bear a 
larger (jtianiily without producing any burning; feeling or uneasiness of 
any kuid. She improved rapidly in a few flays, and had concluded she 
would rather live than die ; but she was suddenly seized with severe 
coughing, and vomited a considerable i^uaulity of blood. She died in 
about forty -eight houre after. 

Seventeen hours after death, I made an examination, aansted hy Drs. 
Jeakios and Shove. About two and a half inches of the middle portion 
of die (Esophagus was found in a state of what appeared to he scirrhous 
otceiation^-the canal contracted exceedingly. A small abscess had form- 
ed, uniting the oesophagus with the base of the lung, producing severe 
disease of the bronchial tubes of that part. The parts were so softened 
that it was impossible to dissect the oesophagus from its attachments to the 
Idogs, as the slightest force was sufficient to tear the free portion of the 
oesophagus fiom the adhering part. 

The stomach was found in a remarkably healthy condition, which ac- 
codnted for her improving so rapidly when hod was introduced into the 
stomach. Peteb Pikeo. 

BarmtabU^ Mast.^ Sept. i^th, 1851. 



ON TU£ RECIPROCAL AG£MC1£8 OF MIND AND MATTER. 

[CflatfBiml iiroai paga 174.) 

I WILL uow^ lake a cursory view, however, of the effects of one or two 
of the passions. I have just observed that Pear, or rather sudden (right, 
is a frequent exciting cause of epilepsy. Its immediate opeiatioii is to 
paralyze the body, and is therefore precisely opposite to the influence 
of Rage or violent anger. The respiratory nerves are instantly aflbcted, 
causing embarrassment in breathing, and accelented action of the heart, 
attended with diminution of its momentum, and retardation of the return- 
ing venous blood ; thus giving rise to the pallor so ootorioosly character- 
istic of dlie passion. There is a temporary congestion, consequently, m 
the heart and lungs, and exhaustion of nervous power to such an ex- 
tent that the limbs totter and shake, and scarcely a muscle but partici- 
pates in the asthenia ; sometimes (as I have already observed) the ex- 
haustion of the vis-nervosa at once annihilating existence* It is a fertile 
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source also of insanity, as well as of nervous disease. I was consulted 
a few weeks since in the case of a youns; lady who was affected with 
partial hemiplegia and cl)orea, from l)ein»,' frightened hy a crazy man, 
who forced huuself into the house aflfr dark : <;he >oon rprovpr.^d. 
There is a case of fatuitv at this time at HilIi lieach, in one of liw 
asyhims which I visit, owin^ to the |»?itient beitiL: liifrhtenefl at school by 
a iJi(j( k trial of him for stealing a kmle liom one (if In-, -riiool-lellows : 
liiey pretended that they were going to hang liiia ; iie escaped, and hid 
himself for some hours in a ditch, where he was found idiotic. Nunf- 
berless similar instances might be adduced, resulting from fancied a|)j)a- 
-ritions, or other causes of terror and surprise. 

JLook, again, at the coosequeiices of Orief on ike aoimal system. 
We bive meotkmed one of these in the beginning of my leclon, viz., 
oasciooma; and many more sad eonsequeooes might be eomneiated. 
It lamb, when inoidinate, lo determination of blood to the brain ; it b i 
not uofieqiient eatise of insanity ; and would be still more so, did not 
inaftore peoror the relief of tears* The countenance at once betnqrs it; 
the dmetsor aiiguH em is of itself so charaotetisiic of aaental sorrow 
that toe artist ceo instairtly portray it, end change the representation of 
laughter mto that of weeping by a asere stroke or his pencil, calling that 
muscle into play. The common phrase of being <*dowQ in the monih" 
■no doubt takes its origin fitMH the action of this muscle. General lin- 
guor, moreover, prevails ; for the exhaustion of nervous energy which 
follows fast on the agitation and resilessness of sorrow depresses the 
w^hole frame, and leaves it in a s!r«!e of lassitude and inertin. A <:eiH^ 
ral stupefaction of the intellect mostly ensues, all the vivid [H'rce[>tio:^s 
which might previously have reigned heinsr :ii)-(ji!>ed or roncentrait^l 
in the predominant afihciion. The expresj-ion ul counlenaiK-e is 
fully interestine, and his mu>t he a flintv heart in which a feeling of 
commiseratiou and sympaiiiy i.s not excited on witnessing it. All the 
harsher emotions of the countenance are lost and melted down ; and 
woman k said to be more radiant through tbe mist of sonow— 

** So properijr tbe obfect of affltctioa. 
And diwHM hn moit untabfy k Mm." 

That tbe heart may become structurally affected by the contmuaaGe 
of grief may be asserted wilfa little fear of contradiction ; or little liiitb 
can be reposed in the writing? of Corvisart and others, who bate studied 
its patfadc^ with attentioo. What is the simple and constant concomi- 
tant act oiaighiog but die comparative inertness of the heart's actioo, 
and the consequent impulse of congested lungs to 

Ckaiue tlie fraught bosom of liial patilom &uifi' 
Hut wfl^^ tqpao tlw heaif 

Sir Ch aiitiii Bell has beautifully described all the minutiae, and ex- 
plained tliem admirably, in his " Anatomy of Expression " — a woric 
whkk merits a place in every library of science and interest, inaugre a 
Jew little eimn of opinion. He carries on his illustratwo even ia d» 
biiut^ csoation} and deroonatwiaa by close analogy that thoiigh they havs 
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strictly speaking, reason lor their guide, tiicy iiavc instinct — ^nerves, 
riid I'telin2'5, and emotions, and passions, in common with ourselves, and 
so ?efides llie poet's iiumiiiaung u^^enion, that 

«< Mas dSttkn nore from imb than naa fipon boMt.'' 

The opposite excitement— viz., that <ji tntense Joy — ^has also a most 
poweiiul efSBci on the system, and is, perhaps, more to be dreaded in its 
coose^nces of the two. This has been abundantly witnessed from the 
sodden and unexpected supervention of great wealth on nipping poverty ; 
and insanity, and even death, have been a not unfrequent consequence ; 
(or the mind is elastic, and gradually rises fmm the weight of sorrow 
ihat depressed it; but when the load of embarrassment, and anxiety, and 
distress, is suddenly removed, and a superabundant influx of nervous ex* 
citenient is as suddenly infused, the specific gravity of reason is thrown as 
it were kom the mind's centre, and never able to regain her seat. It is an 
overcharge of animal electricity, and an explosion follows, the illumination 
anil destmction bein^ sitmiltancons. Instances of its fatal properly are 
recorded and familiar. Pliny asserts positively that the joy of having 
won the prize in tragedy put an end to the dnvs of Sophocles, and also 
of Dionysius of Sicily. He al^o i^ives the exafnj)le of llie Roman lady 
viu) died from joy to see her son safe returned fmm the battle of Can- 
nae. Another instance presents in the old Greek who died on the spot 
from excess of joy on seeing his three sons crowned with laurel at the 
Olympic games. The pathology is only explicable on the principle of 
nervous excitement already specified — in other words, a shock of ani- 
mal electricity ; for no siructunl disease could be detected by post-mor- 
tem inspectbn under such ciroumstances. We can only say that the 
eqodibrium of the nervous and vascular systems has been disturbed to a 
degree meompatible with the laws of existence^ and death b the result ! 

Ail other emotions and passions are, in fact, only nnodifications of the 
influence of the mind on the material organization already described ; 
ind it may be difficult to penetrate more deeply into cet ahyme de» 
incertitudes " than has been done by those whose names I have quotedi 
and by other physiologists wliose reputation is imnK>rtalized by their re- 
searches in this interestini^ branch of medical philosophy, and is identi- 
6ed with it. It cannot be denied that the functions of the brain and 
nerves — the reflex action of the latter — the respective peculiarities of 
the sentient and motor nerves — tlf* distinctions between involuntary nuis- 
cles and muscles of volition — the ganglionic system — the sej)arato oHlces 
of the brain and spinal marrow, and all tht-ir individual and combined 
OjKTalions and uses, havt; been inosi mniutely studied, and most assidu- 
ously invesli;^atfd, and partly ascertained, within the last few years, not 
onlv bv those on wiiom the <iri\ve has closed, but by several who still 
live to enju) ihc Si^erbiam qu<rutam meritU. Should ilie lalier have 
retired from the Held of philosopliy to enter it no mure, the laurel still is 
green upon their brow ; and, with this encouragement, let us hope that, 
though the subject is intricate, and the barrier apparently insurmounta- 
ble» olheis may nol bo deterred from prosecuting the inquiryj remem- 
bering that 
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" TIm wiw and active mnnuer dificvlUM 
Bj dftrinf lo oppoM ibem.'' 

In fact, ilie subject merits even more attention than it has hitherto 
received ; for, however valuable the patholoi^AJ observations may ulli- 
Miat.'ly b(% the inferences which have been drawn from the experiments 
wtiich have been instituted are nevertheless 80 incomplete and ])erplex- 

ed, that furilier research, and the longioris oeri diligentia,^^ are re- 
quisite to verify them. The nature and exact flln(•tion^ of the ganglia 
— that priino n)inister of ortinnir* lifo ; the sympaihciic nerve, vkith m 
variou'? (•«)!) iK ctinns aiu! oliic*") ; the fiulowments and relations of ihe 
in«'(iull;irv and ciin rilious constituents of the brain and nerves ; ilie iinliy 
of llie nervous pou er; the vital principle itself, and it> roiiiiprtion wiih 
material ori^anixalion — in a word, thf trrrn inroirmtd, which at prc'^etit 
forms the extreme boundary of hainan knou If-di^H, is still involved in an 
obscure mist and mystery which alibrtis ample space for our considera- 
tiou and study. 

If vivisection be indispensable to the further prosecution of physio- 
logical inquiry, and physiology stagnates because humanity shudders and 
shrinks from the infliction of pain, it is gratifying to feel that her hand- 
maid, chloroform, is come amongst us as though to obviate the leading 
objection to experiment, and beckon as to further scientific investigation. 
Her supreme power over the entire nervous system may ere long open 
the portal to information which as yet has been closed against us, whilst 
her anesthetic agency must rantc high amoni^st the mnst vahial)l<' of mo- 
dern medical blessings and discoveries. The extended action of it, and 
of other powerful anesthetic and stimulant medicines on the nervous 
system, is a subject well worthy of especial study. It has burst in 
upon us lately with a dazzling effulgency, although it must nt prpsetil 
be considered in cor.ipanuivc infancy. A«; wc cinplov it more gene- 
rally, and become bcih'i' acqiia!iit«Ml with it, many ad vantai,a*s may be 
anticipated irom iUk class of n'incdv. r>s|)t>cia]lv in iiuMilal and nervous 
affections. \V.> all know or have wiuiessed the operation of llic lutrous 
oxyde on the r»t-rvuus .syslem ; the astonishing influence of mesnirn<iii: 
the anaesthetic clFcct of the iuhahuion of u>ther ; the uperahun of acon- 
nite and olher uaiootics — the elTecls of all of which on the brain and 
spinal marrow are strongly illustrative of the aniiihciis of my subject, 
VIZ., the action of matter on mind ; and here, amongst the first and fore- 
most, must be classed tlie maddening fascination and mental bewilder^ 
ments consequent on opium and the prejtarations of it — that Nepenthe 
of both mental and corporeal suffering and inquietude — " sine quo," as 
Celsus observes, " roedicina quasi manca sit, ac claudicet ! " Hovr 
many a painful paroxysm of agony does it not avert I How many a 
night of ease and tranquillity does it not procure, vshich, but fiir *'this 
sweet obliv'ious antidote," weref>pent in suitering and restlessness ! Who 
can forget the poetry and pathos with which its Elysian properties have 
been depicted by De Qiiincy in his *' Confessions" ! Yet who would 
not shrink from the Circcean cup, or dash it to the earth, rather than be 
similarly enslaved hy its intoxications ! Under its powerful influpnre 
ihe nervous system is variously aliected in diiTereot individuals. Fer- 



Digitized by Google 



Reciprocal JigencUs of Mind and MatUr. 



199 



ception is confused ; ideality is cxcaeil ; meinory is blunted, or is, por- 
haps extraordinarily anj^menied ; visions arise wbicli arc cnnfouaded 
with aalitii s ; and ihe mind becomes entangled and inloxicaled by it ! 
h begins l>y (exciting, but terminates by slu[)eiymtf tbe brain, inducing 
coma and ileatb : bill ils action on the mind ibrou'^^li its niaierial organi- 
zation is a bliiking illustiatioii of ihu dependence on, and tbe connec- 
tion of, tbe one with tbe olber. Tbe sublimities of genius are, indued, 
im&eQaently invoked and elioUed by these mental stimulants, which ex- 
cite the brain, though at the expense of the stomach. Many of the 
fiae pictorial productions of Fuseli are said to have been the children of 
indigestion and irritated brain — nay, it is asserted that he ate freely at 
sopper of whatever was calculated to cause dyspepsia and nigbt-roare^ 
kic tbs express purpose. 

Hie eflects of ail the narcotic poisons on tbe animal organismus are 
veiy analogous ; some are more rapid in their effects than others, as 
IMitssic acid ; some are atti ndrd by convulsions ; some dilate, whilst 
others contract, the pupil of tbe eye. The principal symptoms are 
cephalalgia, vertigo, affection of tbe retina, with paralysis, convulsive 
stupor, and death ; but no morbid lesions are discernible from narrotic 
poisons, unless wc include venous congestion or serous effusion in the 
eocepbalon. The general impression is, that they either operate on 
the brain tbroui^h the circulaiini^ system, or. oiJiers maintain, tbeir 
oppration is on the centre of the nervou- -y^iem, and its sympathy with 
those expansions of it on which the morhilic impressions are made; 
and tbe instaniaiieous death consequent on a large dose of prussic acid 
UvoHs this theory. 

The action of stimulants is to awaken tbe susceptibility to impres- 
sions, to pour fresh oil into the lamp of exhausted nature, to sharpen tbe 
inlellectual energy, and to dissipate sorrow and anxiety. <*Give strong 
drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto those that be of 
heevy hearts. Let him drink and forget his poverty, and remember his 
misery no more " — said Solomon. 

Profane authors teem with such encomiums. Many a passage might 
be cited from scores of classic authors in support of the exhilarating 
and creative influence of wine. Some of our most celebrated states* 
men would not attempt to speak, until they bad aroused their powers 
of elociuence by stimulant potations ; and Horace asks — 

" Fecondi calieet, qaen mm feeere dbertom 1 *' 

Gnei^y is therefore ttie first impression that is made by alcohol as 
well as by opium. The mental function acts with unwonted power; 
wit is awakened^«nd fancy and imagination being aroused, nnr! Uixu- 
liatiog with unfettered vigor, the poet and the orator pour forth tbeir 
sublimest strains, and give utterance to their grandest conceptions. If, 
however, the stimulus exceed tbe due proportion, and reason is floated 
Irom her rapitol, the ideas become confused and incoherent, the powers 
of the mind arc swamped, vertigo follows, bringini; exliduslion in its 
train, and a])oplexy finishes the scene. Wlu-re a copious potation has 
been suddenly made, not only the mucous membrane of tbe stomach is 
inflamed and mjured, as Dr. Koupell has ably depicted to us in his trea- 
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lise, and illustrated wifh rolored plates, but tlio slwk sustained by tlie 
nerves is coiiuiuiun iiii d lo tlie brain, and a fatal jesiilt ensues before 
lime for absorption cau i.ike place. From smaller proporliona, daily and 
constantly repeated, we have palsy, dyspejisia, mania, delirium tremens, 
debility, and every indication of the intellect — the brain, and whole ner- 
vous system, being shattered and destroyed — and our gaols are crowded, 
our madhouses Are stocked, and our church-yards filled j by the inctims 
of this pemieioas and demoraliiing vice* Without, however, digressing 
into a treatise on alcohol and its ef&cts, suffice it to say, that the «f 
nemta and powers of the mind are salubriously augmented or pernio 
niciously impaired by its action on the brain, accoiding to circumstances : 
and in alluding to the articles which 1 have just enumerated, I ieel that 
I have adduced the strongest illustrations with which we are acquainted, 
of the instrumental agency of JMotter on the Mind, This it is which 
renders the study of the operations of stimulants and of narcotics pai^' 
ticularly incumbent on those who devote their time and attention to the 
treatment of insanity : for the condition of insane patients is very va* 
nous. Wine, which in a slate of health induces a temporary deliriura, 
will, on the other hand. mitiL^ire or suspend the low muttering delirium 
of typhoid fevers, where it arises from depressed vitality. The sarn« 
observaiion applies to opium. How frecjuently this is demonstrated in 
the calmness and ratinnalitv with which patients awake, where morphia 
has been rriven in sucii proportion as to induce sleep under such circum- 
stances 1 and tbouffh of course insanity is not to be confounded with 
delirium, yet how valuable is the effect of morphia, and of henbane at 
times, in every Uuiatic asyluui, as well n- ia the fever hospital ! iMy 
friend Dr. Seymour asserts the acetate ol morphia to be more efficacious 
in that melancholy stage in which suicide is to be apprehended, than any 
mode of treatment which can be adopted ; and I fully coincide in such 
opinion in many instances. It is equally so in puerjperal insanity, and in 
other ^rms of mental alienation attended with irritation and debility. 
How strikingly this is evidenced in the delirium a potu, or " tremens," 
as it is generally termed. Where, from nervous eaihaustion, therefore, 
the nerve matter, whatever it may be, no longer exercises its function as 
a medium through which the mind exercises volition or perceives impres- 
sion, morphia would appear to impart a new mode of consciousness. It 
suspends the exhaustion which causes the disorder of the sensorium in 
typhus, and refreshment follows the repose that is induced by it — in a 
word, the alternations of mental action correspond with states of bodily 
excitement and exhaustion ; but the cause of any deviation from the 
normal condition of either mind or body must be ascertained before the 
appropriate remedv ran be prescribed, inasmuch as cerebral excitement 
in an opposite condition would be an^ravated by opium or stimulants. 

Inequality in the distribution of the blood to the brain invariably af- 
fects the intellectual funelions. be the cause what it may. Tiiis is evi- 
dent in the simple ac t of lauiiins: (in which all consciousness, percep- 
tion, volition, and other properties, are suspended for a time), as much 
as in congestion of the brain. Fain tin n is, in fact, a vivid instance of 
^'t^subjugaiion of the body to mental emotion, for it Is a suspension of 
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die heart's action, consequent on a sudden impression on the mind. 
This iheoiy is, bowe?er, op|)o$ed by tbat eminent physiologist fiichal, 
who asserts that the brain luis no immediate influence upon the heart. 
His opinion was, tbat the passions and mental emotions are to be refer- 
red pnmarily to the heart, and not to the cerebral system ; and in ana- 
lyzing the pathology of syncope be contended that the suspension of the 
heart's action was m all cases the primary circumsunce ; that of res- 
piration , sensation and voluntary motion, being only secffndary. Great 
as may be the presumption to differ from so celebrated a physiologist, il 
Is difficult to concur m this opinion ; for where it occurs in persons of 
dehcate susceptibility on the sight of a toad, or a spider, or any other 
offensive object of sight (as so frequently occurs), it is surely an impres- 
sion on the brain lliroiigh llie medium of fhe optic nerve, and commnni- 
caled i^croiidarily to the heart and ciiruiatin'^ ^^vstptn. Wliere svnrope 
il conse(|UeiU on a sudden loss of blood, on the heat ol crowded apart- 
ments, on liie use of llie hot bath, on long standinc: and otlier physical 
derivatives of blood from the brain, ihis theory is ailfisi^sible ; but that it 
b aUo produced by the agency of tlie mind appears utideniable, and llie 
etymology of leipothyiijia," *' or ammi deiiquium," is aceonlingly 
given to it. Since, however, it camiot be denied that syncope is by no 
means an unfrequent conseauence of fatigue — and inasmuch as 1 sliould 
deeply regret to find mysell a remote or proximate cause of such an oc* 
cutreoce m this room 1^ trespassing at too great a length on your at- 
tentiotti 1 will here close my lecture. — London MedteaH ChtzttU, 

(Tobecondanedl 
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Expulsion of Tape-Worm.— The following letter is from Richard Soule, 
E«q., of Boston, a gentleman of the highest respeclabiUiy, whose only 
object is to make known extensively, among physicians, what he considers 
a speci6c for the destruction of the tape- worm. Its non-professional source 
should not Icsn^n the confidence of me>li( nl practitioners in the article, for 
ihe wriu-r i.s ihe last person in the world lo propose any thing tbat he did 
not Uilieve wonid really promote human health and happiness. 0r. J. S, 
Jones, of this city, who wrote on the subject in this Joaroal a year or two 
since, had excellent success, we believe, whh the same preparation, and 
we have been hoping for a report of his cases for publication. Every 
Te<!sel touching at Matansas, Havana, or, in fact, at any West India port, 
might bring home any quantity of the seed spoken of in Mr. Soule's pa- 
per. We re^p'-nfuUv su-^rgegt ihal druggists should provide themselves 
with it, to answer orders that will very likely be sent lo them from the 
interior. 

Dr. J. V. C. Smith. 

Dear Sir, — The merits of the very simple puwphin'Hid eutt tot tope* 
worm, rests on the testimony of those who have thereby succeeded in ex- 
pelhng these troublesome intruders from the premises they had occupied 
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for years ; and the accidental agency the writer has had in one of these 

casos, ha.^ l>roii«rht a number of applications for the recipe. Should you 
deem it of sufficient importance to occupy a {laqre in yonr widely^circuinted 

Journril. it may mtvo to relieve i;onie alHi* ffd otio who camnol wel! mail 
himself of th'^ I'hv^iciun's nid, and nl-o i^ive lo physiriaiis a new rcntedy ; 
I thef' line piare ihe recipe ai your >!i-j»o>aI. Yours a*s>uredly, K. S. 

Cure for Tfipf FH/rv? — Proruri- sufTicient x ^-d of the putnpkin ^ihi^^e 
growfi 111 ihe \Ve^l ludn - aic ihe bcsl) to make two uuiico r rfiiiov- 
iug the outside ^hvW of the seed; put them into a mortur uiiJ add half a 
pint of water ; {)oiind them well ap, and make a liquid orgeat of them, 
which strain through a cloth. Drink this roixtare in the morning on a 
fastinq: stomach. If it does not operate in the course of an hour and a 
half, take one ounce of castor oil. Drink ail the time, as much fresh cool 
water as the ^tntnnrh rnn h^nr or contain ; that is, drern h yourself with 
Wilier. After talvinir the (>r:/»Mt, il the s'.omarh i? well rul»h» d with ethtT, 
and an injeriion of nhout (iO iJrij|)S ol u l^ takt-ii, V'lij will tind it an a^^l^l• 
am lit lite orgeat, but ihis may not be necessai^. Should the tir&l applica- 
tion of the remedy not answer, repeat It the next mornings and there k 
no doubt your complaint will he removed. The worm will leave the pa- 
tient all at once, and probably entire. This can be ascertained by finding 
the small end or bead of it, which tapers off almost to a point. 

P. S. — ^The New York friend, from whom I rect ived the recipe, of 

which the preceding is a copy, in March, 1849, remarks^ in support of his 

opinion of t!ie efficacy of \h\< romedv, that "Capt. says he <lid not 

have to take the injertion. .'ihhouL'h lie took two .separate doses of the >r( d 
(th*' lirsl not operatiu'j .sulIuMeiuly), which relieved him at once, and since 
which time haa cured probably a dozen ditierent persons affiicied with the 
tape worm, who had been given over by their physicians. The worn 
from htm was 34 feet long, each link about one inch. He rubbed the sto* 
mach with ether, after taking the orgeat. It may be advisable to u-e the 
fore named remedy under the advice niid with the assistance of a physi- 
cinti." 1 liave only ff> ndil, that the sufferinir Indv in this city, for who?e 
relief the writer s aid and influence was jjolu ited by her husband, has bteu 
restored to perfect h* ahh, after years of [»ro-iration and eflort** for relief; 
and in thankfulness for the interest 1 imd manlfe^•led in the case, seiii uie 
a glass jar containing a large part, if not the whole, of the worm that bad 
been her tormentor for several years. 
Boiim, Oct. 1, 1851. 



Dr. Wheaton, of Providence, R, L — A few weeks since, the deadi of 
this venerable physician, at the patriarchal age of 90 years, was announc- 
ed. Dr. \V. had been distinguished, during his long life, for the virtoes 

of a Christian, the accomplishments of a gentleman, and the ncqniroments 
of a scholar. We have been hoping that some one, familiar with his 
claims to the re<«pect of the profession to which he belonged, would have 
prepared for our paires a memoir that would have been just to his me- 
mory, and at the same time been instructive to all who have a desire 10 
profit by the experience of the wise and good. But no such memoir has 
been received; and rather than allow the name of Dr. Wheaton to psss 
away without an effort lo perpetuate his memory In a Journal of Medicine 
of which he was a distinguished patron, and to whose pages he was a 
valued occasional coutributori a few paragraphs have been detached for in- 
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sertioD, from a sketch of him in the Manafactnrer's aod Farmer's Journal, 

of Providence. Even at this late moment, however, a hope is entertained 
that some friend of Dr. W. may favor us with a sketch of his life and 
character, thai shall embrace more illn^>trative points of his career — for what 
eminent person is without them ? Any body can be a cotnu^on fixture in 
society', but there must be talent to sustain a man in a prominent, com- 
manding position, while engaged in the arduous duties of a medical prac- 
titioner. The extracts alluded to are deferred till next week. 



Prosecution for Mai-practice. — A case has recently been tried in the 
Court of Common Pleas, in the city of Lowell, of a character similar to 
tfaofls mischievous prosecutions that for some years past have alarmed 
medical gentlemen,^ various parts of the country, to such a degree that 
many have about concluded to let all surgical patients go unassisted in 
their afflictions. If by any combination of unforeseen constitutional or 
other circumstances, a fractured bone or a punctured wound is not imme- 
diately cured, the surgeon is at once driven to the wall by a proscctuion 
for mal-practice, the object and aim of the prosecutors hc'iufj; lo make lo 
themselves mammon out of the spoils, eveti if they rob the practilioiier of 
hit honest earnings and ruin his reputation. It seems that, in the case 
sUoded 10, a woman cut her right thumb while paring apples. In conse- 
quence of the condition of the wound, which pained her, Dr. J. T. 
Leach, of that city, was called in for advice. From a careful analysis of 
the testimony in regard to the treaiinent, his course appears to have been 
perfectly judicious, and this was the opinion of very eniiiieul nie<iioal ^'cn« 
tlemen who were called before the court. Notuitlistandinir the weii;hi of 
eridence would seem to have been strong enough to have sui^iuined Dr. 
Leach, to our surprise, at least, the Jury could not agree. The more we 
have reflected upon the testimony, the more we are astonished at the re- 
sult. Of what value is evidence in courts of law, if it is to iiave no 
weight ? Dr. Charles A. Savory, Dr. D. Mowe, Dr. Thurston, Dr. J. C. 
Dalton, Dr. Green, Dr. Parkman, and Dr. Balch, if we understand them, 
sustained Dr. Leach triumphantly. 

At the Missionary Hospital, in China, in which Dr. P 'tor Parker, the 
American Surgeon, has dislinguislied hiniiself by the performance of some 
of the boldest operations in surgery, before the people became enligliteued 
sod comprehenaed the value of his services he refused to operate till a 
bond had been executed, in which applicants screed not to claim damages 
of him should he be unsuccessful. It would perhaps be the course of 
prudence for surgeons among us to keep blank bonds on hand, to he filled 
tip before commencing treatment, if the public continue to ask for their 
best endeavors and then prosecute them for damages should the result be 
anfavorable. 



Quarantines. — Within a few days a batch of pnmpnlcts on the subject 
of quaranliuciS has been handed in for peruj-al. We have little patience 
is reading arguments which favor the non-intercourse of nations. Like 
the messenger to Queen Dido, we have seen all, and been a psrt, and 
besr our testimony against restrictions on commerce that in any manner 
memble the infamous practices of the despotic powers on the borders of the 
Mediterranean. With a show of care for the public health, there is no 
other motive than a revenue. Heceniiy, however, the discovery has. 
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been made, that it is a beautiful political OMUMram for Kakitiag drilim- 
tkni and keeping oat liberal opiniooa. 



Lead Dmases. — On looking over a treatise from the French of L. Tan- 
querel des Planches, wiih notes and nddition? on the u?c of lead pipe 
and its substitutes, by Samuel Dana, M.D., we nre more tfmn ever satis- 
fied that there is sonielhintr to be learned in regard lo a variety of dis- 
eases which have their origin in the poison of lead. In the city of Bo;s- 
ton, where water pipes have but recently been laid, time enough has not 
dajiaad to dovelope theaflecta which are repatad to follow tha aaa of pola- 
bla watar drawn tbroogh leaden lubes, but they may come, and it is 
worth the particular care of our professional brethren to collect any Ibdi 
that may nme to their notice, indicative of the existence of symptoms 
due to the action of lead in the system. It is important to ascrrtain 
whether there are tiiore cases of colic, arthralgia, paralysis or encephalo 
piithy, than when the citizens were drinkins: the filthy water which was 
the only resource before tlie iniruduclion of the Gochiiuaie. Do the bills 
of mortality exhibit a htfger number of deatha from any one malady that 
might rationally be supposed to have been made more active by tha itreaenee 
of small poriioiis of lead in the system ? When the public mind vts 
considerably agitated upon the subject of service pipes, in Boston* to ooa* 
duct the water from iron Iog^s into the houses, a preference was express- 
ed, by the reflecting pari of the community, for soiuelhing- besides lead; 
but no two could agree upon what was the best iJiibstitiite, or upon the 
relative expen:<ie of iron, glass, and such other kind^i of tubing a:i bad 
been suggested from variooa respectable sources. In the meanwhile, 
every one was anxious for tha water, and< the lead pipes, being ready 
made, and their expense light, outweighed all objections, and they now 
branch out ev r. where, and ramify over and through every section of the 
city. If it should prove, on inquiry, that diseases usually imputed to the 
presence of lead have not increased, and that the public is in no way 
badly iiilluenced by their now aipiatic conveniences, it would be equally 
impuriaul lo know it. Dr. Dana's translation should be regarded with in- 
terest, because it is the only volume to which we can go for instruction In 
case it hereafter becomes a grave question, whether the public has been 
seriously injured, and if so, to what extent, \>y the adoption of lead con* 
doits. In the appendix there is a collection of medical views from gentle* 
men of distinction, upon the subject j[T?>nernlly ; and, thn«5, taken all in all. 
Dr. Dana h i-- contributed largely to > «iocU of professional r^«:n:irces, if, 
in this matter, he has not made otliers* see as clearly as he does ihe enU 
in question. 



New York Medical Times. — This is the new Journal to which we 
alluded recently as about to appear in New York. It is to be published 
monthly, and is edited by J. G. Adams, M.D. No. 1 is a specimen of 
prompt enterprise and originality. It is a rare qualification for an editor 
to be able to write good articles himself, and to command them fram 
others. Dr. Adams will soon discover that there are many gentlemen 
who like to be the subjects of commendatory paragraphs, calculated to ex- 
tend their professional infltienrp, nnd while tho«e are published thev will 
be very Inendly ; b\it when it comes to payi'i? lor the support of a Jour- 
nal, or contributing lo its pages in a way lo raise its reputation, increase 
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a cold shoulder. We wish the new Journal all possible success, nnd ten- 
der to the editor our kind ro;:ard — hoping he may have health aod happi- 
ness, and a host of paying subscribers. 



Bmdu Remedy for Sterility. — The following is copied, merely as a 
matter of curiosity, from one of the medical works received from India a 
short time since, and already nllntled to in this Journal. Take powder of 
bidari or anuluka, mixed with honey or ghee» and eat the testo-^ of n iroat, 
roasted uud prepared with salt, ghee and long pepper, i im prepuruiiuns 
of madtnlaiv with tagar barley and wheat. Eat Ihe eggs of ctabs, croco- 
diles or turtles, properly prepared. Flour prepared with ghee and millr» 
nibbed on the feet with ou mixed with crocodile's e^gs— the flesh of rata, 
frogs, and the eggs of sparrows. The patient, in the meanwhile, is to 
drink fre^h milk with sugar, honey, and swallow the powder of Swayan- 
gupta, with elcuruka I 



Tea and its Adulter at iont, — The "Analytical Sanitary Commission," 
in London, to which reference was made some months since in this Jour- 
nal, is still pursuing its analyses of various articles of food and drink. 
The differeni kiuJ-s of tea and their adulterations have occupied a promi- 
nent place in its investigations. A very brief summing up of researches 
respecting this article is contained in the following extract Much curious 
ioformation concerning the cuttare of the tea plant is contained in the Com* 
mission's report in the Lancet, which we may hereafter copy. 

** The chief points ascertained with regard to black tea are— 
1st. That the principal black leas — namely, the Condon? and Sou- 
chongs, arrive in tliis country, for liie most jiarl, in a q^etiuiiie slate. 

"2d. That certain descriptions of black tea, as Scented Orange Pekoe 
aod Caper, are invariably aduiierated, the aUuiieration in general consist- 
ing in the glazing of the team with plumbago or bkek lead ; the Caper 
likewise being su^ct to admixture with other substances, as paddy*husk, 
Lie tea, and leaves other than those of it a. 

"3d. That several varieties of a spurious Caper, or black gunpowder, 
are prepared, which consist of tea-dust, and sometimes tfie dust of other 
leaves, and sand, made up into little mn^-^f's with g:um, an ! d or irlazcd 
wiili plumbago, Prussian blue, and turiinTic-povvder ; in some case.^ ihese 
luiiUiUous are sold separately, but most frequently they are used to mix 
with and adulterate the better qualities of Caper — viz. those which aro 
made of tea faced with lumbago only. 

** With respect to grttn tea the principal conclusions are — 

**lst. That these teas, with the exception of a few of British growth 
and manufacture, from Assam, are invariahly adulterated — that is to say, 
are g^lazed with coloring matters nf (iiff-rent kinds. 

'•2nd. That the coloring matters u.sed are in general Prussian blue, tur- 
meric-powder, and China clay, other ingredients being sometimes but not 
frequently employed. 

That of these coloring matters, Prussian blue, or ferro-cyaoide of 
iron, possesses properties calculated to affect health injuriously. 

**4th. That in this country there is really no such thing as a green fen 
—that is, one which possesses the natural green hue considered tocbf 
ncierixe that kind of tea. 
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"5th. That green teas, and more especially the Gunpowders, in addi- 
tion to being faced and glazed, are more subject to adulteration in other 
ways than black teas, as by admixture with leaves not those of tea, wiili 
paddy-husk, and ^rticalarly with Lie tea. 

** That Lie tea is prepared so as to resemble greeD tea, and is exten- 
sively used by the Chinese themselves to adulterate gunpowder tea; it is 
also sent over to this country in vast quantities, and is employed for the 
same purpose by our own tea-dealers and grocers." 



New Remedies for Tape^Worm. — ^Mr. Burnett, Tremont street, and 
Philbrick, Carpenter & Co., have received a small quantity of kousso, 
the lauded tnpe-worm expulsive, a product of the Brayera Ajif^ielminiica^ti 

frcp of Abyssinia. It is rcprescntfd to havt' been used in France and 
Eiij^land, for some time past, with eminent success. Those who are 
atliicled will no doubt avail themselves of ii, and also of the other retneJy 
alluded to by a writer in this day 's Journal. Whatever success may attend 
the administration of either should be published, and nothing kept back 
which can be of the least service in guiding physicians in their treatmeot 
of these cases* 



Dr. Dichon'i Case of Paracentesis Tkoraeh. — ^Our attention has beeo 
ealled to the case of paracentesis thoracis, copied into this Journal last 
week from the Charleston Medical Journal. It was given in Dr. D.'sowd 

words, and it was supposed our readers would each torm his own opinion 
whether the writer had mistaken simple pleurisy for tubercular consumption. 
In order, however, that tlieir attention may be more particularly drawn to 
a probable error in Dr. Dickson's dini^niovis, we copy tlie lollowin<^ remark:^ 
by the editor of the Charleston Journal, from the same number that con* 
tains the case in question : — 

We could have wished that Dr. Dickson's interesting communication 
had contained a full and minute account of the stethoscopic signs. With- 
out in the least intending to disparage the diagnostic powers of Dr. B., we 
venture to suggest that the disease, for which the operation was performed, 
might have been one of circumscribed pletiriiis (the predisposition existing 
in the tubercular diathesis), with an eiiixKui of purulent or scro-pnru)enl 
matter, in which adhesion was establislie(i with the parieies, and the mat- 
ter evacuated in the way mentioned by Dr. D. Did we have space, we 
could adduce several reasons for the adoption of the latter view. If Dr. 
B.'s opinion of the nature of the disease be correct, we cannot but regard 
the case as unique." 



Betum of Dr» Warren from Europe, — ^Dr. John C. Warren, of this 
city, whose departure for Europe was mentioned in this Journal early In 
the summer, with the inadvertent additional statement that be was to be 
absent two years, returned last week to his home, after a pleasant journey, 
and able to encraofe anew in the professional duties which he has so long 
and successfully performed among us. 



f 



Meeting nf the Massachusetts Medical Society. — An adjourned meetinjT 
<hi» Society took place in this city on Thursday last. The principal 
transacted was the expulsion, by nearly a unanimoos vote, of Dr. 
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Barrows, on rerommontlaiioD of the Counsellors, for charges preferred 
air-nn-t him by Dr. B. Carponlcr, of Pawtuckel. U was voted to adjourn 
to February next, after the meeting of the CouQsellers, to attend lo charges 
agaiost other members. 



Trial for Malicioui V r<)<( ' uti'm . — In ilio c;i-e of Dr. T. H. Smith, 
before the Supreme Court, agam^l Dr. Hyndefiiaii, and Mr. H. D. FowIe, 
Ipothecary, all of this city, for alle^,^ed malicious prosecution in a trial 
alluded to in this Journal last spring, the jury oo Monday relumed a ver- 
dict for plaintiiT— damages $300. the damages ctaimed were $10,000. 



The Neic Insayie Hospital. — Ex-Gov. BrijL'gs and his associates, Conmns- 
sioners to locate the new Slate Insane Asylum, were in Boston last week, 
and decided to locate it in the eastern rather than the western section of the 
Commonwealth. The precise locality is a matter yet to be determined. 



Medical MitceUany, — ^Mrs. Maria Lynch, of Claremont, N. H., is now 
rnie hundred and five years old. — Frequent inquiry is made in regard to 
Mr. Palmer's success in artificial leg manufacture, in London. Another 
communication from him may be soon expected. — The manufacture of 

Bpn7o]e is likely to produce striking chanGj'cs in the manufacture of hnrn- 
iDi: tin ids and other branches of domestic economy. — The last number of 
•iie American Journal ot Dental Science has l(iS paij^es of matter. It is 
a UauiifuHv printed quarterly, at five dollars a year. — Dr. A. S. Peck, of 
Holyoke, Mass., has been appointed a coroner. This is presumed to be 
the first appointment of a medical man to that office, in New England.*— A 
physician of Georgia has been fighting a duel.— Dr. Farnham, of Detroit, 
Michigan, one of the convicted railroad conspirators, has been sentenced 
to the penitentiary for 8 years. — There is soon to be published a new work 
on Surgical Atjaiomy and Operaitive Surgery, by M. M. Bernard and 
Hnetie, of Paris, with 1«jO original steel plates. — In Vermont, the deaths 
tlie year before the census were 1 out of 90 persons; Rhode Islaiid, 1 out 
of 66; ill South Carolina, 1 out of 48; and in Arkansas, 1 out of 54. — In 
a pmall village in Cleveland, England, the clergyman is blessed with 16 
children ; the clerk, 19; and the sexton, 14; in all, a small tea-party " of 
So souls, the parents included. 



Mar Rirn,— Tn thii city, Oct. 61I1, M, AardUia IfoQfe, M.D.,«f Boiton, to MiM Kale, daughter 
«rP^ Swifl» M.D^ ef niiladelpbbu 



I)iKi»,— At Pine Plain. N. Y., Dr. I. H. Davis, from h puiirjure of his finger in a post-mortem 
rxaminatioa lbrc«- yi ars agfo. — In WeDlehestcr Co , N Y., IGihJuly, Dr. Gubcrt Smith, of Newr 
York, for more than fitiy yearn a highly e«leeme<l nnd pomilar practitioner of that city. — At Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, iienry Manball, M.D.} Sir James G. Dalzell, M.D.— In Paris, France, M. 
ColomSai, and M. &a«deloqae.-'0r. W, Wood, of Geofgetown, ladiaua, blown up in a rivsr 



Lh<itfis in forihe week »-n(!iii«- Saturday noon, Oct. 4th. 71>. — ^Inles, VI — r«>innle», 37 

Acridental, J — apoplexy, ] —disease of bowels, 11— inflammation of bowels, 1— disease of brain, 
1— bom, 2— consumption, 14— convolsions, 1— <boler« infmlom, 6— dysentery, 7— dltrihoMi, 5— • 
dropsy, l—dropsy of brain, I— <lrowned, I— typlioid fcvpr. 3— lung fevc 3— -fracture, 1— hoop- 
tni^ courh, infantile, <iiscn!»eof the liver, 1— marasmus, 3— poisoo, 1— acrofula, 1— scald, I 
— *aicide, 1— teething, 3— 'unknown, 1— -<lisea»e of womb. 1. 

Under 5 yean, 37— 4)etween 5 and 20 years 7— hctw'pii an ! U) vear«, 21 — hetwpen 40 
years, 9— over 60 vears, 5. Americans, 3U ^ foreigners aitd children of lureiguers, 41. 
neabove iadodota dMtta at ibe City buihulioM. 
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BOYL8TO\ Mi:iU( AI. I'HlZKm KSTIONS- 
i'ln- IJtn.^toii Mr'\\< ill I II iiiiititi-, HtiiMiiiilnl liy 
llie ('urp4ini(ioii ot lltuvHitJ I imcoit), lutumsls ol 
Ihf. luliuwiiic r>l>M<°inliM ; - 

John V. W kuhk^, M.I). VVvltkr ("m anxing, M.D. 
6. D. Tow.\sKM), .Ni.l). D. H.pin'Kh M.U. 
G. C 8HA rn CK, .M.l>. Knw. IliiVNULDSt M.D. 
J.B.8. Jacmom, M.I). J. .Mahun Warken. M.D. 
•ad JoiiK JKKrRiEM. M.D.. tiec'y. 

At the AmobI Meetinc of tke Commiliae, held 
Auf . a, 1851. no Diaierution kari be«a offtred on ei- 
ther of the tubjecu propoaed for the jear iMil. The 
■uUfecta for iKri are— 

1. On the l>i>t«'H.>M'!«i of the Pnwtatr Glniid. 

9. Orixlual KeM-an h«-s with the Mi« roHCOfW* tno*- 
tnUlve of AuHloiny. I'hyiiiolocT, or Patholnxy. 

UlMerUtlorM on iheae Mibjecll iDIMt be tranmnit- 
ted. poKt paid, in Juiin C. WaBSBNf M.U.« lloitoil. 
on or belort- (he llrwt WedneMteyof A|lrtl« WKL 

The Hubjr'i in lor are— 

1. On I'nriirriilt'siH, in I'lenriny mikI other dija'Tuttti 
fbllowril liv KiriioiiiiiK iiiln the Cavity of the Thorax. 

2. On (lie I St- .It CikI l.iver OU bl FkOMit and 
other DixciwK ot . Nutrition. 

DitfsertiitiiiiiK on iIi<-h«- .■^uhj > Ih iniint hv trHnMBll- 
tod aj« aliovr, on or liclorc (tu- Hi hi \Vt-<Jnt«day In 
April, ifvia. 

The author ol tJie l>e»t DiKKi rtHlion ronRidered 
worthy of a iiriM' oil cither ol the above MiiC!'iion«, 
vrill Oe eiitilled to a preiniuiii of iiixly duU(U», ora 
gold inetlal of that value, at hiH option. 

Each Uiaiertotion uiuat be accomtMUiied by aanl- 
«d iMekat. on wttteh AM he writim aorndtTloa. or 
••■tenoe.aad within ihall b«0iiel«wddwMthai% 
name and residence. TiM nme devto* or mdU 
la to be written on the UlaeertBtkMi to whidi 
pocket I* attached. 

All uiwuccetuifiil Dissertations are depoaited with 
the Secretary. Irorii whom they may he obtained, 
with the itenled pwrket unopened, il called for Within 
one ye.ir after they have In't-n received. 

liy HM (inter Hilopte^l in l-v.s the r^tx'relary Wax di- 
rertpil to imlilinh nnnimlly the followini: votes, vi/.. ; 

1. 'I''liHt the lionril lio not cnii>iiii r lliriiirit lx cs an 
npproviiK the iloetrinen ronlniiml in Hiiy ol ilie l>i«- 
acrtiitioiiH In wlin li ilie iireiiiiiiinH inK> Ik- ailjudtenl. 

2. THhI ill cti^*.' ol I he piihliCBlion of a Kiircewiful 
Di.sttertnlioii, tlic itiiltior tie i'iiiiiiider(*il hm iMiitnd tO 
print the above vule lu connection therewith. 

iO-U JOHN JBFFaiga, " 

POM) Ac MORSE-Dcalers in fJenuine Dnurs. 
.Metiioiiie!*, &;e., Main Street, HiitlHiid, Vt. I'hy- 
.fticiauK lunii>hed rh nbove at the lowinl Bimton 
uricea. A lancf* aKnoniiu-ut of UlaM Ware, Surgical 
Inatrunients. &c., Hlwaya on hand. 
N. B.~-Pnient Mediciuea not mauulactured oraold. 



NOTICE TO PnYBtClANS AND THB PUB. 
hie OBNBBALLY.-.-TheMihM»lber.awai«of 
the adulteratlona waeilied In nrepMlai and pomler- 
Inc Dnnemnd Mawelnei fcrtfemartBet.aad thedlffl- 
cmty expenaneed la dintincuishing the pure, hm ar- 
ranted to have moat of theae articlea powdered in his 
eHtnttliKhinent. (templeH of drug* in their original 
mate will lie keiitforcnmpartKNI.and he hawroqncal' 
ed Dr. A. A. linyK, State Amayer, to analyu' at anv 
time auch prepiiraiiona an may appear of doubtful 
before oUbrinf tharo tor nale, thereby 
!U>pltfalclaiM pars dnvi and nudieineM. 

WM. BRUWN. 
4nWa*taglMNflanurorBIUotan«et. 

N. B^^di Che above arrangement all can be 
mppUed with pure and undulterated medicines. 
Fli|8leiaiw of Boaton and viclnltf are liivite«i to call 
■NO examine (he above arr ang a m e n Waiul Ht v Mamplea 

of pnrednisi and niedirlnea. No one allowed topnt 
np pre«criptloiiti except thoiie of kmg eipflrieDoe and 
perfect innntorii of their profeasion. 

j: r The nale of all Fancy Uoodaand Confeclionerf 
la diMcoiitiiiited on the flabbatb. Preecriptiooa and 
family inediclneaMldBaaadaleiithsidar. 

S< -I>t 4. 

PlfRRCIIIX)BOPORM.-For aale by JOSEPH 
H u R NBTT« Apochaeanrt iVe. n 1>«Miil Bow. 

Jail S—tf 



AI'HYSICIAN. loraleil ahoiit 7 mlW from Uog- 
ton, in H Iloiirisiiiiii viHiise, and witdlii a U w 
todn of a railroad depot, will rellnqiiliih hii« iirfu-tlce 
to anv well-re (itiimciided iirartitioiier, upon tiU 
piirohane of reni eMinte at it* trtie ▼aliie, or Icaa. 
Thla ofTl'ra a cood opportunity for any goDtleroaa 
wbn wiabe* a (tiie reiMence near Bonten. to Ullro> 
daoeaaon or IMm4 10 an aaipla fiacUoe. Jaoiin 



'PRKMONT STREliT MEDICAL SCUOOlr- 

1 In Boston, ovkb M TaBMOiiT Bow. — TV 
annual coutm: of inatniciion io llw Tittmoot flehad 
commence* tbia year on the fliatday ef fleptenibtr. 

Thia^Uool waa iuaiituted In Boitoo. in leObtlar 
the pnrpeae of giving to private pupib a ilioiaodt 
coune Of liiatmctlon. by lectures awl exaniiiiauou. 
throuxhoul the year. Two hundred pupila. iarhilliliS 
a larxe ttntl ut inu recent acaiieinic fradaateiolllw> 
vard I'liivefHitf. who havedevmed ihemaeivea loihe 
Btiidv of medlnne. and many othrrH trom all •ertioM 
ol the country, have received thrir profewioinl 
education, or aoine portion of it, ai ihii> iiiHtiiutioa. 
tiy an act of the LtrglHlatiire n charier ha» tieeu 
coiilerred upon this School, \\lii< li i» thiu'CiialiM lo 
aviiil II til )tli the urivilete« which the iawi aftte 
f^init < oiiierrMj Or may liereallar confer apn 
incurporad'O riit dical inalitution*. 

E\er( IM S 111 the different hraiichea are tiveu liai'j 
oroliriier, Iroiii the clme ol ihe Hiiiversiity ie^ iurw 
in .March, until Iheir loiiiiueni enn m m .No\en l-r, 
with the excriilioii of tlie mouth ot .\UKUKt, duniii 
which must of the uauul liibon* ot the School tut 
pendnl. DiiriiK the acMion of the linivernty Maii> 
cal School, exarniuatioiiH are held three Uowa wwMf 
on the aubjecu ot the lecture*. 

The foilowiug gentleiiieu are iMtcwlKa lijBil 
School, daring the prenent year, hi II 
paitnenia of medkal acience, fMariig a 
and thorough eonne. 

Jacob Diuelow, M.D. 
1). HrMriiRKYH Stokkr. M.U. 
J. U. S. JiCKHU.>, M.D. 
OI.IVEH W. Hoi.MKa, M.D. 
Henrv J. KioEi.ow, M.D. 
Saxubj. Cabot. M.D. _ 
Bamvbl KnBLAm* M.P. 

Pyaetlca] Anatomy ia taoght under the immoli- 
ate direction of the Teacher of Anatomy and Ffay- 
•lelogy» OHrieted by the Deraooatrator of tiie Medial 
SchotH of the Unlvenrity. Ample meant of painiig 
thia important branch of atady»aMl Aw the pncoM 
of the more important aorglral operatlona, irt|r^ 
vidod without additional etpenae to the BtudiU. 

OLIRICAL INSTBUCTION. 

This eaaentlal branch of a medical edMawali 
made an object ef capeclal attention. Itee nfll 
be cUnlcal vWU at the MaBaaehuaetta General BW' 

JIul. in the Medical Deportment, by Dia. Btgriow. 
acuon and Storer, with Lecture* at stated into^ 
vals ; and constant attention to the practical aiudyof 
Auaculution and Percuaaion, for which anipk op- 
portiinitiea occur in the practloe of the Hospital. 

(Clinical Instniction in Surgerr will he given at IM 
same inalitution by Dr. HenryJ. liiiielow. 

Ample opiKtrt unities are anbrded for 
tn Ohatetrlc practice. 

PtDLIC INNTirrTIOM^. 

In addition to the iiieiln h1 and aureical prariire 
and operalionH of the Mii.>*ifi< hiii« tti* <;enenu Ho*)H- 
tnl, the StudeiilH will l\a\c aitmLtaion t<> (hf I-'f 
and I2ar Inrtrmnry, ihroiiuh the politeness nf i^e 
San{e<iiiH of thni Iii^tiiniiou ; and alsK* lo ihe iu>ii- 
tution for the tri-Htiiient of l)i«ea>«e!« of the Skin, t»} 
of l>r. Durkee. 



ap preppB rteWi 
Bat QBeful and 
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MKAMS or ILLUSTBATIO.N. 

The larae eollertiona of healthy Hiid morbid 
mens Ml the Warren Anatomical .Miummimi, nuo im 
( jiliir.t I of the Ki«ton Society for Medical Impn'vr. 
iiRin, will lie rnaile availablp for the purpose* ut is* 
strui tioii under the diiei lion of Dr. JOOiMBi tM 
Curator of both these collections. 

1.IIIR«HV. . 

During the whole Summer term, the Btnetltiw 
the Tremont Street Medical School will haveftia 
acceas to. and the privilege of tailing Bookafronttr 
Library of tlie Mnuiachujietta Medical CeBantBiO 
ronslstinc of about liUU volomea, and lapidly.lB' 
creasing oyolaii 
the purehaae of I 
to the Student. 

•»* Application may he made to Da. Biogtoa* 
Summer Ktreet, Kontoii. A new (>atalogueofflW|aia 
and present Meinben» of the SchcMd, with OChtT 
tails, may be had gratia, by applying. poat*piMjte 
Mr. BumeU, Apothecary. 33 Treroont.Rbw. at W. V. 
Ticknor^ Boobiiorat or at the 3fed. Jeumal omce. 

The Room ef the Bdiool. at S3 Tiemm.t Row, ovw 
Mr. Burnett^ Apothecary store, is open to SomMW 
from 6 A. M. to 10 P. M., furnished with Plates, fit- 
pocattaiMtArtkkaof the MateriaMedlcat Ac 

For the BnmiBer Tarm (pom Jfaicii to No«i» 
bar lat>. MO. F&the WkotartWn <M JlovHi* 
bar let to March Ist^JllA. fir oTflW. $1«>^ ^ 
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ON THE RECIPROCAL AGENCIES OF MIND AND MATTER, 

[CoBttaued Iroin page SOI.] 

In my preceding lecture I endeavored to portray some of the leading 
agencies of the mind (through the medium of the braia and nerves) on 
our bodily structure, and, as far as the impenetrable mysteries of the 
moAu agendi will admit, to describe their operations and results. Their 
exteouve variety*-«dieir extraordinary manifestations— thetr morbific and 
fatal consequences, are daily evinced, and indisputably established ; and 
the more seriously we reflect on them, aiul the more carefully we ocm- 
tefflptaie them, the more imperatively are we bound to admit— 

" How con!ji1i n!( — how wnnHfrfiil is man! 
How passiiij; v\oiitior He tluit made him such! " 

We havt* shown in a few instances how tlie whole aniiiKi] mnehlner}'' 
is subject lo the two classes of nerves — to liiose which proceed dnectly 
fromtlie hrain and spuuii marrow, and. in accordance with their origin, are 
tenned cerebro-spmal ; and lo iliose which are cliaracteri^cd by ganglia, 
and termed ganglionic. The former comprise that pui u(;n iif the nervous 
system which relates to sensation and vohiion , tlic latter consist of those 
which supply involuntary motion, and which are the source of nutrition, and 
of the movements of the internal muscles over which we have no control. 
To these Sir Charles Bell has added the " Respiratory " ; their functions 
tie separate ; and the distinction is demonstrated by the circumstance 
that the latter can be carried on independently of the Ibrmer, as has been 
proved by the pliysiological experiments instituted by Le Gallois, Sir Ben* 
junin Brodie, Dr. Wilson Philip, and others. There is, nevertheless, a 
coaeatenation of the whole nervous system by various minute filaments, 
connected al^o with the sanguiferous system ; and as the function of se- 
cretion is effected by the .action of the nerves on the blood, it is evident 
that the different secretions vary in proportion to the supply of nervous 
power ; hence it is that diseases are established by the combined influ- 
ence of the hriin and spinal marrow, employed as they are in forin'.ig 
the Sff'ret^d Huids, and in supporting the other processes on w hich the 
t'ue structure of every part depends. Hence also nri'^'^ ihi j h nomena 
and treatment of disease in general : the restoration of in alili heinL,^ in 
other words, the restoration of secretions. Now, although 1 have said 
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that the functions of the sensorial and of tlie nervous powers are separate, 
the sensorial power is capable of impressions on the involuntary muscles 
through the medium of the sympathetic or ganglionic nerves, as b evinced 
under the excitement of various mental emotions and passions* Again, the 
temperature of the animal body is maintained bj the evolutioD of caloric 
from the blood through the agency of the nerves ; for the temperature 
of any part is reduced by whatever impairs the action of the nerves sun- 
plying it ; and the whole body is reduced in temperature where the whole 
nervoQs system is affected. I merely mention these well-known facts in 
confirmation of the entire subjection of the body to the mind through its 
material instruments the brain and nerves, and of the immense and uni* 
versal influence which they possess and exercise over every portion of 
the animal economy. 

The sensorium, evidently residing in and operating at the source of the 
nervous power, there receives the various impressions transmitted by the 
nerv(»s, and there influences tho o rii rves which convey it« flictales. Thus 
all the functions of the nervous and muscular svtenis. hy which we are con- 
nected with the world that surrounds us. are constantly subjected to tlie 
sensorial power; while the funclioin on wliich our life depends (with the 
exception of respiration, are only occasionally so, and under circumstances 
in which the will has no control. The muscles of respiration are only 
partly involuntary, loi we can accelerate, or retard, and, for a few se- 
conds, control them aliugether, as is instanced in what is commonly call- 
ed " holding the breath," though the impossibility of existence without 
the act of respiration very soon compels us to renew it. Were it not 
that the consequences of the lungs being deprived of atmospheric air 
piedominate over that sospension of sensorial power which occurs in 
tpoplezy, death would be the rapid rosult of every apoplectic seisure. 
Yet respiration becomes more labored, riow and stertorous, m proportion 
as the sensibility of the sensorium diminishes, till the last gasp tt luMvied, 
and life is extinct. 

Enough has, however, been advanced in support of the power of the 
mind, and of its material agents. The respiration is instantly afiected by 
it; and all the chaos of passion and of mental emotion is most grapbicaify 
illustrated (as Sir Charles Bell has demonstrated), through the mMiiiiii of 
what he terms the respiratory nerves. Without entering further, therefore, 
on the physiology of the nervous system, and retrnciiw tfic ground which 
has been so as<aidnniisly trodden Ijy those celebrated physio!o2;isls who 
have deeply mvesiigated and ably elucidated that obscure yet interest- 
ing mine of science, I have determined to take now a view of the mind 
of man in a slate of disease. I have already represented it in many of 
its fitful vagaries, and attempted, however feebly, to recal its Protean 
operations to your memory, where, in the zenith of its healthful power, 
it has partially affected, or wholly subjugated, its fragile encasement. 

Over voluntary and involuntary muscles the mind exercises its omni- 
poteoce ; and be the organ what it may, or the structure ^Huit it will. 
Its iofloeiMse and agency are despotic and supieme ! That influence, how- 
ever, is not confined to it in a state of health, since, when its leading onMi- 
inent and peculiar human characteristic, reason, boa been ovenliiown« its 
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many other atlributes retain their seat: and memory, percepnon, voli- 
lion, passion, sensation, would seem in many instances to have scarcely 
suf^red from the shock. Now, although we began by admitting that 
die nuod and body are distinct, It was also shown that the one was in- 
dispensable to the manifestations of the other; and therefore, if its ma- 
tensl organ was impaired, the operations of the immaterial tenant would 
genefdly be perverted or annihilated. The modifications of disordered 
action which ensue iiom its impairment will be principally regulated by 
the seat of the disease ; and a tolerably accurate diagnosis may often 
be formed accordingly. The form also of the disease irequently betrays 
die pathology ; for the brain, like otiior organs, being liable to disease 
of stnicture as well as to disorder of function, the researches of anatomy 
have shed a valuable light on the prognosis as well as on the diagnosis of 
mental diseases. 

Lisaiiity exists frequently witliout any disorj^anization of the enroj)ha- 
loD, is pun;ly functional, and is then infinitely more amennble to reme- 
dies: indi'ed, wliere it depends on extensive disease of stni('niii\ all 
liope of recovery must be utterly abatiLlufied. Its invasion is generally 
gradual. There is a period of what has been af)propriately termed " in- 
cubation " ; and this is the period in wliicii iL is tlie most under our 
control. 

That the longer the disease has existed the less is the probability of 
recovery, is, I believe, universally acknowledged by all wno have da* 
voted themselves to this branch of our profession ; and the statistics of 
the malady prove it. Andral considered it incurable after the expira- 
tion of two years ; but unless it be dependent on lesion of structure, ex- 
perience leads me to dispute his opmion. That such recoveries are 
comparatively rare, I am free to admit ; but their chances mainly de- 
pend on the care, kindness and comfort afforded them. Many paupers, 
who had been inmates of workhouses for years, considered incurable, 
and neglected in consequence, have been restored after a few months' 
residence in a county asylum, where they have been more carefully treat- 
ed, and more kindly used. 

Since, then, the invasion of msanity is generally gradual, the sli^^hto?! 
•'Itrratton in the habits or natural disposition (esjifcially where there exists 
aa here()it;uy tendency), shouhl be egrffiilly observed. Few people are 
phrenologists, but all are physiognomists ; and tiie expression of the 
cmintenancej and particularly of the eye, will frequently give the first 
notice of the incubation. It shrinks from the popular gaze, and catches 
furtive glances of the visiter *, it has a sly, and a fixed and downward 
look ; or it has a vagrant and vacant expression : in some it has a 
quickness and restlessness ; but, be the bias what it may, there is an in- 
describable character beaming through its glassy surfttce, which tells the 
ula to the experienced observer. In the exefcise of my office of visit- 
bg physician to the asylums in Essex for the last twenty-four y«in» I 
have always studied this feature, and have found it most valuabfe in as- 
sisting me to decide on the existence of mental disease, where the aber- 
lation has been so slight, or the part of sanity so ably acted, as to *1« 
most deceive the magistrates who have accompanied me in my vistta- 
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tions, and induce them in fact to doubt the propriety of the confine- 
ment. Dr. Mate says, " Insaaity may genemllj be discovered by a 
Tvildness in the eyes ; ¥ery high or veiy tow spirits; extravagant or in* 
coDsisteot coDvenation or actbn. The eyes are sometimes foed fort 
long time on one object, and often on vacuity. These 6i8t symptoms 
[he adds] usually pass unnoticed by inexperienced observera ; and it is 
frequently difficult to convince them that the patient b insane, unlcn 
fab conversation is absolutely incoherent, or his conduct dangerous.**— 
(paoe 209.) 

The appeals of patients for liberty are perpetual, and ^merally sup- 
ported by so positive an assurance that they are unjustly detained, thail 
nave frequently had great difficulty in satisfactorily controverting them; 
and special visitations, independently of tho^e whirh arc appointed by the 
Act of Parluiment, linvr* frequently be(Mi rfijiiired for that purpose. A 
young lady of sinmilar acutencs*? and finishf'd othication, who held ih^ 
situation of tjoverness in a family, and was sent to thp asvlum of the 
late Dr. Allen, of Hi«h Beech, addressed iiie once hi ilie*;^^ words :— 
" 1 understand, sir. that you are the visiting physicinn lu ihis establish- 
ment, and that one of your duties is to see that no [lerson is inipro- 
perly confined here. Now, sir, as I assert that such is my position, 
guage my intellect I " and in the examination whicli devolved on me, 
and which lasted a considerable time, 1 was forcibly reminded of the 
words of Shakspeare : — 

I I ** How pregtiaiit iier rsplie* ! 
A happine!«8 that madness oAen hitM on^ 
Whirb saniiy and reason could nol be 
So prosperously delivered of !" 

In this instance the wildness of the eye was discernible, and at W« 
riance with her well-diss<mih!ed firmness and self-possession. 

The acuteness of the insane in disgnisinq; their malady is astonishing. 
In a case of madness tried at Chester before Lord Mansfield, ibe patient 
was so clever that he evaded questions in court the whole dev. and 
seemed to everybody perfectly sane. Dr. Batty, however, came mto 
court, and, knowing the point of the man's derani^ement, asked wki 
had become of the puncess with whom he had been in the habit of 
corresponding in cherry-juice ? Instantly the man forgot himself, and 
said it was true that he had been confined in a castle, where, for want of 
pen and ink, he had written his letters in cherry-juice, and thvowa 
them into the stream below, where the princess had leceiyed them in a 
boat. This man had bad sagacity enough, during the whole day, to 
answer correctly all the questions put to him in court, Lord Mansfield 
being the presiding judge. Even the acuteness of Lord Erskine was 
insufficient (being unacquainted with his particular hallucination) to de- 
tect the insanity of a lunatb who fancied himself to be Christ; and be 
was indebted for the discovery to tlie presence of Dr, Sims. 

Sleeplessness is another predominant feature in early as well as in ma- 
tured insanity. The sensorium is too morbidly alive to sanction healthy 
rest, and tlie busy imagination is at work by night as well as by day. 
It is mostly referable to excess of nervous and vascular actioQ io the 
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bRtD, like the deliriam attendant on fever, and is accoropaDied by the 
ordinary indicatioiis of preternatural excheroeiit consequent on such ex- 
cess, and superseding the feeling of exhaustion* 

A morbid perversion of the afftxtions and natural feelings, though 
unattended by any peiceptible lesion of intellect, is a very frequent early 
indication ; nay, so constant is this moral alienation, that it is consider- 
e l by Esquirol to be the proper characteristic of mental derangement. 
We observe it vividiv inarkcd in puerperal cases, and I have witnessed 
feelings of stronii; altacljin suddenly supplanted by indications of de- 
cided a\ersion to the liir 1) md and cliildren. Utero-gestation of itself, 
iodependenily of any tendency to insanity, is frequently accompanied 
by extreme susceptibility of impressions, by peevish irritability of temper, 
by depressioii of spiiits, and other retiectioDS of the womb on the brain 
and nervous system. « 

The state of the mother (lunnii; pretniancy is ficquently also conuiiu- 
nicated to the inlaat, even wiiere no coiisiilulional liability to insanity 
exists ; and it is in the womb that we are to look for some of the modi- 
fications of mental disease. The mother, who would otherwise have 
had the gratificatiofi of witnessing the mens sana in corpora sano " 
in her ofl&pring, bad the current of life and circumstances run smoothly 
during that important condition, will, if subjected to fright, or vexation, 
or anxiety, or other causes which disturb ber mental serenity, give birth 
10 infants whose brain and nervous systems will be liable to convulsive 
or spasmodic affections ; or, as they advance in life, to imbecility or de- 
meatia. This was abundantly proved during the excitement of the 
: French revolution, and is too olteo exemplified in private life, where the 
wmnnn has been doomed to suffer unkindness, or unmanly violence, from 
hm to whom she had been taught to look for comfort and support. 

In a verv considerable maioritv of cases of insanity in women, much 
of tlie disease will, however, be loinid accompanied by ure^uiarities of 
the uterine system. This condition arises from, or may be partly at- 
tributable to. a slate of coni.'e'ctinn in which the brain particij)alos, com- 
bined with the nervous irrilalion consequent on an altered state of the 
system, and is iVecjnenily rclieyed by the abstraction of a few ounces of 
blood. 1 no practice of venesection during prei^nancy (which was more 
common formerly) would, I have little doubt, tend more than any oilier 
measure to prevent both puerneral insanity, convulsions, and other com- 
moD sequelae of parturition ; but the lancet has lost much of its pristine 
popularity. 

[TobecoiiliiiMdl 
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Dk. liF.vi WHEATo>f was 1)001 ou thc 6th of February, 1761, in a 
Wise in Beuefjl street. Providence, which until within a few yeais was 
still standincj. In 1818 it was removed to the lot in its rear, and re- 

Sed by another of the same size and model. His father, Ephraim 
Baton, was the great grandson of Robert Wheaton, an emigrant fioai 
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Wales, who settled in Rehobotb about the y^r 1640. Levi fint west 
to school to John Foster, afcm'ards Judge Foster^ of whom his oolf 

recollection was the manner in which he ingeniously avoided flog^iog 
his pupils, by compelling the oliender to hold lx)tli hands clasped back 
of his oeck, and thus stand forth '* ti fixfd fiLMtre fir thf hand of 
^coin."* Tlir- nt'Xl tenrher to wiiuni lio \\ vn\. was Dr. Anioiti, whose 
sciiool wiis kept in a house which iiuiy Im* «fHni on the coraer 

Ibrmed hy liie junction of Benefit stn rt with Main -lit t l. Fron Dr. 
Arnold ^ hf went to Geor;/** Taylor-. Ihrt* his pncwiou.- ultiiU 
i^ffin fiiM to have attracted allt ntiui). lie was iti^afdeJ liie mm\, 
clever hov ill th<' scIkjoI. In his ivn-luh vcar he was sent lo i,iauii:isr 
school tu Tht'udarc Foster, then a student of law, and afterwards Lntiru 
States Senator. Soon after his adnii-»sion to this school, it passed under 
the superintendence of Ebenezer David, under |^osechar';e Dr. Wbet- | 
ton was wont to say be had been Qx>re studious than at any other pe- j 
riod, and for whom he retained, until the close of bis life, toe warmest • 
fediogs of attachment. In the ^ear 1T74 he entered Rhode IsUnd , 
College, where he did not receive his' degree until 178:2, altbou^ 
owing to the agitation of the times, be left it in 1776. His class . 
consisted of sixteen — only one of whom, Wiiliam WilkinsfMi, (^f Profi- 
dence, still survives. Rhode l>i;iiid Collejre was then in its infancv. ^ 
Dr. J anil's Manning and Prof. Howell, who may be said to have been . 
Us founders, were tlien acting as tutors, with the sole assislance of one 
member of ilie junior class. 

The vcars which followed the time of his leaving; College, until the 
moment when lie decided on emhracin<i the profession to wfiich he de- ^ 
voted llie real ul his life, seem to h;!ve been pa«='Ml m desuhoi y r« adicig, 
and, above all, in that fuorii.- :tinu-» m. m of ho\ ^ of a n dtctjve and 
serious turn of mind. (I;u -(irraniiD j. Fart of tiii-- time was passed at 
Smitbtieid. in ;i tnanuscripl amubiof!;raj)by, written about two ^eais 
ago, he thus speaks of bis residence in that place. 

*' During the winter I lived tbei*e. I kept a seiiool fur the young cub 
of the vicinage. Scarce one ol ihem is hkely to be now living, after 
the lapse of seventy-two years, to vouch for the prodigious learning of 
this pedagogue of 16. This, and some services rendered in the clerk's 
office, was, I believe, the first productive labor I ever performed. Maoy 
oiiounastanoes of this short but bteresting period of my life, have su»- 
gasted the thought of re-visiting the locality, but experience has taught 
me the futility of such attempts to revive the 'past and gofte, Tbe 
probability is, that instead of tlie waving oak beneath whose shade, and 
tbe limpid stream and beautiful cascade by the side of which, 1 had 
so often read to the listening Dryads, ray only hearers, })ortlons of Ho- 
mer or Milton, with the varied intonations they inspired, 1 sliould now 
tind the stream converted into a stagnant mill-jwnd, and the venerable 
oak reflneofi to lunihor about a pahrv snw-niill. And ronld I even 
find it mati ruillij nnchani^t fK my old eves and cold heart could probably 
only rorre ])0[i(l with it in tlie |>pnitential note of the poor bird who 
used lo bit upon the dooi-.-iep d inv hurnhle dwelling ou a sunimer s 
eve, and reiterate bis self-abandonment — u-/<l/i-i>""r'iLriI! — tbe note «io>t ! 
conge uiai w uli my feelings iu iliese latter years of uiy life." i 
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In 177S, Dr. Wheaton entered the Military Hospital in Piovideiiee 
as a volunteer and assistant of the medical staft' of the army. He liad, 
amidst the other books which he had read, perused quite a number of 
medical works, the principal of which were Chesdden's Anatomy, Boer* 
hsa^e's Aphorisms and Van Swieten^s Commentaries, the standard works 
of that time. He had also a chance of seeing someUiing of the practice 
of a friend and neighbor, Dr. Hewes. Thus, ahhough bis knowledge 
of the science must have been slight, he seems to have done good ser* 
vice at the hospital under the direction of Dr. Francb Hagan. 

The summer of 1779 he passed at Westerly, studying medicine with 
Dr. Babcock. Of his residence there, he has left an account in a letter 
addressed to Mr. Updike, and published by that gentleman in his His- 
tory of the Narraganset Church." In the ibliowing year he completed 
\m medic nl studies, under the care of Dr. William Bowen, of Provi- 
dence, aurl rerrived his dniTce. 

Diirmn llie two succeeding yrnrs lie was eni^ui^ed in the public ser- 
'i'"''. Ijriiig euijdoyed as suru^'^on on hoard the jirlvate nrmed ships, 
wiiirh then cotir^ritiited almost our only navy. lu th<' autuimi of 17R*i, 
^^hile cruising oli our southern coast, he was taken prisoner l)v llic Brit- 
ish frigate Vestal, and carried into i\e\s York. The change of one of the 
pri«on-hospital ships (the Fahnouili) was entrusted to him Wn- some 
inonlhs, and it was always wiiii pleasure that he re-calied, that it had 
tbos been in bis power to render some good offices to his imprisoned 
countiymen. 

At the ckxse of the war, he was invited by the 6r8t settlers in the 
town of Hudson, in the State of New York, compsed of wealthy gen* 
ileroen from Nantucket, Martha's Vineyard, and Providence, to estab- 
lish bimself among them. This invitation was accepted, and after re- 
maining a few months at Hudwn, he returned to Providence, and was 
married at Newport by ifie Kev, Samuel Hopkins, in 1784, to Martha 
Burrill, to whom he had been engaged for some time previous. He im- 
mediately went back to Hudson with his young wife, and resided there 
until the summer of 1795, when he removed with his family to New 
York. He remained two years in thnt city, when ht; w*a? induced by 
the urgent soliritations of his friiMids to reinrn to Providence, there to 
practise his profession. Here, with the exception of occa'jjonal vi-=if^ to 
fliflerent pt^rts of the country, lie coniinned to live until his death. 
Had he remained in the Slate of IVew York, hi> name would un<|ue<;- 
Uonably have been more widely known. VViiilsi tiiere he a'^^oriated 
^^iih llie most distinijuished men of the day, Alexander Hamihon, Aaron 
Burr, Ambrose Spencer, tlie Van Rensselaers, &i.c., and it i.s hii^hly pro- 
bable that his arduous and impetuous lemperamcui would have led him 
(0 take an active part in politics. 

During these years, he had hb share of the afflictions and sor- 
rows of human life. H'ls home was more than once made desolate by 
the angel of death. Two beloved sons were taken from him in the 
flower of their youth, the one in 1817, the other in 1828. In 1837 
be lost his wife, and three years ago, at a time when his age seemed 
to designate him as the first of his iamily who was to pass from this 
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aceoe of suffering to a better worM, it pleased God to send him an affic- 
tbn — perhaps the heaviest he had ever had to bear— fiom which be 
never recovered. 

Taken as a whole, however, his life may be said to have been u 
happy as that of most men* With the exception of a bronchial ifieo- 
tion, with which he had been more or leas troubled during the greater 
portbn of his life, his health was good, and in the riches of his well- 
stored memory, or the new thoughts suggested by bis daily reading, he 
ibun<l a never-railin«; resource a^^uinst the sad recollections of Uie past, 
or the dark foi^ Ixxlings of the fame, which would at times inmide 
themselves on his mind. 

No one morf deeply lamontrd tlinn he did himseii not having left 
some moniiiiM nt in writing o( his taleuts aod acquiremeots. In his 
journal. Oft. I, I-.')!). !i<> vnys : — 

*' 1 lu'vtT had nioH' f>f ttu' rnrfitfus .vrr/T^t/u/i, and never l^^ss power 
to Induliit! it. * Prorrasltnuliou is tfir thie f of timrS 1 have often 
sai(j, and now iVel. I once had head and hand to do something in liiis 
way ; now I have neither. 1 once ijad ilie vami) lo quote V irgil : 

• " " Tenl«iHkvi««rtqMiiwqaoquepQNiiai 

Tolkrc luuoa. 

** But it has proved a dream, and like the visions which pass through 
the ivory gates of the past, never realned, but long since lost aod for- 
gotten. Instead of concentrating my thoughts on one interesting suliject, 
turning it from side to side in every |)oint of view, considering it in all 
its bearings and relations, until 1 had made myself master of it ; in sboit, 
instead of writing a bookt which might have done honor to my name 
and memory, I live to regret that 1 have wasted days, and years, and 
midnight oil, in desultory readin«;, with little other objt^l than present 
amn«?fment. with a nnnd pa'^-ive miher than active, my brain a tboiougb- 
jare lor otln-r men's thoughts without exnrttnf: toll." 

L p to the h-^t days of his life he retained his faculties unimpired, 
readinir. from seven lu ci-lit hoiii^ a-day, all the new works which came 
out, and eonimentin'^ on iheiii in his note-hook. The last entry we have 
inund in this uote-hook i? dated Aiii:u-t '•^Oth, otdy ei-jlit days In^'orp his 
death. In it he uolires Mr. William Ware's late pubiicutioa on tiie 
Capitals ol Kurope, and alludes especially to the preface, in which die 
autlior condemus our disagreeable national habit of chewing tobacco. 
As an instance of the manner in which Dr. Wheaton endeavored to pro- 
fit, even at his advanced age. by any useful advice, we would mention 
that be himself renounced this habit, in which he had freely indulgd 
Ibr many years, in consequence of reading this passage. 

He never lost that respect for religion which he acquired fiom 1)>^ 
parents, atihouuh bis religious views had nothing of that sectariaii spiiit 
which marked those of his family. Mis death was that of a believer. 
However much he may have desired to have his life prolonired — for the 
love of life increases with years — he did oot fear to die. Retaining his 
consciousness until the last, he passed away so quietiv that tlie by-stand* 
ecs could hardly say at what moment his spirit had taken its fiigbt. 
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Raad bclbre the Franklin Medical Astociation, at Orange, Oct, Ist, lOal, by Stephek W. VVil* 
UAMS, MJI^ of Diuflekl, lad eonauMueiled Ibr ibe 

Cii^NTLilMEN, M EMBERS OF THE FrANKLIN MeDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

As Vice President of this Association, it becomes my painfiil duty offi- 
cially to announce to you the death of our late President, Dr. Alpheus 
F. Stone, of Greenfield, one of the founders of this Association, and one 
of the most venerable and eminent physicians in our county. This 
event took place on Friday morning, Sept. 5th, 1851. He met death 
with the utmost calmness and serenity, after an illness of about three 
weeks. His complaint was typhoid or enteric fever. 

In the death of Dr. Stone, we have all of us to deplore the loss of an . 
eminent and learned physician, and a most worthy and estimable man. 
He was the friend and intimate of most of us, and one of our most dis> 
tingttbhed counsellors in the profession of medicine. To me his loss is 
irreparable. I knew him lonn;, and I loved his noble spirit. For the 
last twenty years, in cases of dn nf/fToiis sickness among my patients, 
when I could avail myself of his advice, I always oinployed fiiui as my 
counsellor, and I have reason to believe and to be thankfu! that my 
confidpTice was n<*ver mi^phiced. I have counselled witli him, both 
anion my own and his patients, more frequently than with any other 
physician, except my late honored iather. and many are the sct jies of 
sorrow and of joy winch we liave passed iliron<jh at the bedside of pa- 
tients, as they have been gliding from life to deutli, or lium dangerous 
sickness to health. 

The virtues and excellent qualities of Dr. Stone will five long m the 
nMmory of his liriends and acquahitanee, and will speak his eulogy. His 
fame requires no paneg;yric mMn m^ pen, nor could I do him justice, 
were I to attempt it. 1 trust that, in relation to myself, I may oe peiv* 
mitted to say, in the language of Ames on the death of Hamilton, The 
teais which flow on the recital of his death will never dry up. My 
heart, penetrated with the remembiance of the man, grows liquid as I 
write, and I could pour it out like water.'' 

Dr. Alpheus Fletcher Stone was born at Rutland, Worcester County, 
Mass., on the 7th day of May, 1778. In early life he exhibited a love 
of reading and reflection, and he prepared himself for the study of medi- 
cine agreeably to the requisition^ nf the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
Previous lo the commencement ol it, he taught school in Connerficut. 
Hp came to GrpenfH'ld about liie year 1798 or 1799, and entered the 
oliice, as a siudent of medicine, of his brother, the late Dr. John Stone, 
formerly of Grrcnfield, but late of Sprin«;field, one of the most eminent 
physicians in tiic ( ounty. After about two years pupilage, the cuslumary 
itriin of study at iliai lime, he commenced the practice of medicine at 
GreenBeld, on Christmas day, 1801, aiul he remained there in active and 
laborious service to the day of his death. About the year 1802, the 
epideniic dysentery prevailed extensively* and with great malignancy at 
Gieenfield, and the neighboring towns. This introduced him bto an 
ooensive run of business, which he retained the rest of his life^->a period 
of about fifty years— 4onger, I bdieve, than any other physician ever 
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proposed to the pbysbim of the county of Fimokliii} a setiii-oeiitflBiiW 
celebntkm of his fifty years' servioea in the practice of our noble pie- 
laasion. But, alas ! his death has oaua^ bk liioeral aerricea to be pe»> 

ibrmed before the celebration would have occurred. 

Dr. Stone was early inducted into the practice of obstetrics, and a 
more sncce<;srnl practitioner in this department never resided fiere. His 
more tlian 201 lO cases in obstetrics show that he has been more exten- 
sively engaged in this branch than any other physician in ihc coiintv of 
Franklin, and he probably has seen inore tedious, varied, and pioii acted 
cases than any of his professional brethren in this s*x:tion ol the country. 
If he was more successful in one branch of his profession tlian another, 
It was in the diseases of women and ciiildren. He had a most happy 
faculty of endearing ijiiiLsuli to the latter. His lubainty to his patients, 
and even his appearance in the sick room, often inspired them with the 
utmost confidence in their recovery. As a consulting physician, for the 
last twen^-five years, his business was vefy extensive. He was on tms 
of bcimacy and friendship with almost every regular pbvsiciao in thb 
and the afyoiniog counties, and they placed great and oeserved confi* 
dence in his opinions. In consuhations, he was one of the most puoctnal 
men livmg* In very frequent meeting? of this kind with him tor many 
years, 1 have never known him to be more than fifteen minutes befaiad 
^ nppointed time. His rule in relation to oonaultationS wis, bawetac 
neai tne distance he had travelled, never to wait more tittn one hour lor 
me attending physk^ian ; then, if be did not arrive, either to give his 
opink>n and prescriptkm in writing, or propose another day ibr consulta- 
tion. When he said nine o'clock, he never meant ten. It is needless 
for me to dwell upon the importance of this trait in the character of any 
physician, as the virtue, fov so I may call it, of punctuality, must com- 
raend itself to every reflectiiii!; mind, not only m visiting patients, butio 
the meetings of societies, and in ail the ordinarj' transactions of life. 

In the year 1814, he b^same a fellow of the Massachu'^etts Medical 
Society, and he always entertained for this Society the highest respect 
and esteem. For more than twenty -five years he was one of its Coun- 
sellors, and he was ofttiu placed by it on iniporiant committees. He 
took an acLive part in the formation of the District Society in this county, 
connected with the State Society, which connection took place in April 
of the present year^ and he was ohosen Librarian and Counsellor in it 
In 1813, he was elected an honorary mendter of the American iEsculB* 
pian Society^ in the city of New York. In 1826, he received the hono- 
rary degree of Doctor of Medbuie from WiUiams College, m comieotkMi 
with the Berkshire Medksal Institutkm. In 1849, he was appointed by 
the Massachusetts Medk»l Society a delegate to the American Medical 
Associatkm, which met at Boston that year; and on tlie 1st of Januaiy, 
1851, he was elected the first President of the Franklin Med»al Asm* 
ciation, a meeting of which we are this day attending. You, gentlemen, 
can testify to the fidelity, zeal and ability with which he has discharged 
the duties of bis office. These are some of the honors that have beeo 
GOoleRed upon him by distinguished societies and institutkws. But a 
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still higfaer honor attended bun id thd apptt>bation of his own consciencey 

io the honorable practice of his profession, in his opposition to qunckery 
in n!l its forms, in the sattslaclion he \ms driven his employers, and in the 
approbation ol iiis leliow practitionei-s, which is the best possible criterion 
of proltssKjnal worth. No man lias passed from our midst whose loss 
will be more deeply deplored by his proiessioiial bit tliren. He was the 
link which bouiul the elder and younger members of the profession to- 
gether. He was ilie intimate friend of the venerable Dr. Henry Wells, 
of Montao;ue, one of the best physicians which Massachusetts ever saw, 
who died iii the year 1813; ol Di. John Stone, Drs. Haynes, Bales, 
Allen, Childs, Williams, and many others of the elder physicians, and 
also of the junior and coteroporary medical practitioners in thb county. 
That he kefit pace with the great impfOfemeDts in his piofMoo, ia 
evioeed by hk large^ select, and faluaUe medical library, which con* 
tains, in additloa. to some of the best ataodaid medieal works, the most 
appiofed and ?aluable medical periodbals of the day, fifom the year 
1800 to the present time. At the time of hb death be was taking the 
London Lahoet and the Boston Medksal and Surgksal Journal. He al- 
ways derived great pleasure in studying and reading the books in this 
library, like most of the older members of the profession in this sec- 
tion of the coontiy, he omitted to publish many of the results of his ob- 
servations and pracdce, which is deeply Io be regretted, as the details of 
most instructive and interesting cases are thereby entirely and forever 
lost. This omission of recording and publishing important cases, 1 hope 
will not pertain to the survivin'j; mcinhers of the profession. 

Dr. S. buckled on the professional harness early in life, and, as he 
always wished, he remained io that harness until his last sickness pre- 
vented him from atteiuling to the calls of the sick. As in consultations, 
so in his ordinary practice, he was one of the most punctual of men ; 
and however severe might be the raging storm, or however cold and in* 
clement the weather, by night or day, nothing hut sickn^s prevented his 
immediate attendance upon his paueuts, however great ibeu distance 
from him. 

In stature, Dr. Stone was about the medium height. Even at the age 
of three score yean and ten, he had all the ▼ivicity sood vigor of you&» 
lie could mount a hoiae at that age with as much ease and agrlity as most 
men can at forty, aod his inual rate of travel on hoisebaek was eight 
miles an hour. He had always a youthful look and appeamaee ; was 
erect in per90D> and but few grey hairs were to be seen on his head at 
the time of his decease. 

Doctor Stone was three times nurried. Tlis ^r^i wife was the only 
daughter of Beriah WiHard, Esq., late of Greenfield. She died in 
little more than a year from the time of their marriage. His second wife 
was Miss Harriet Russell, of Rutland, Mass., who died not far from the 
ear 1817. By her be had two sons and three daughters. Catherine, 
is second daughter, was cut off in the bloom of youth and womanly 
beauty, by that fell destroyer, pulmonary consumption, about three yeara 
a^. This was a most severe and trying affliction to the doatini; faihrr. 
His third wife was Miss Fanny Cuslung, tlie widow of the late George 
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Arms, Esq., of Deerfidd, to whom he w«9 roanM not hr bom the yeir 

1620, and who allll flurrives to moom hk loss. By her be had two soos 
and three daughters. One of the sons, Capt. Charles Stone, aft r gr^^ 
duatbg at Watt Potnt, semd with great distinction throughout the Meai* 
eaii war, and was afterwards sent on furlough to the various countries and 
goveroments of Europe, to perfect himself in military science and tacrics. 
He is now stationed with Uie American army at or near San Francisco, 
California. He has yet to learn the melancholy tidmgs of the death of 
his beloved father. 

Dr. Stone's funeral was attended at the Episcopal cluircii, in Green- 
field, of which he was a most worthy and devoted m inlier, on ilie Sab- 
bath succeeding his death. The concourse of mourners, of iieiij;hbors, 
and of friends, was the greatest which ever assembled in the town, and 
perhaps in the county, o» sucli an occasion. He was buried under the 
ceremony of Masonry and Odd Fellowship. His horse, on which he 
aKva) s rode in the lauer yeai-s of his practice, with the same saddle-bags 
which he carried almost or tjuite the whole time he continued jn practice, 
was led behind the hearse. This sight added greatly to the melancholy 
interest of the funeral procession, and drew tears mHn many a friendlr 
eye* The funeral services were performed by his venerable friend, 
the Rev. Dr. Titus Strong, who had been on terms of the moat en- 
dearing friendship with him for a period of nearly forty years, assisted 
by the Rev. Dr. Craswell, of Boston. Just as the sun was setting in all 
its splendor, the remains of our beloved brother were deposited in the 
cold and dreary grave, and the clod of the valley now rests upon his bo- 
som. Departed Spirit, farewell ! We mourn thy departure, and drop 
the tear ol commiseration with thy much afflicted family. 

Dr. Stone is, alas 1 no more. He has gone to join the kindred spirits 
of those wbo have gone before, in the regions of the happy, where " the 
just are made perfect." Let us resolve, on our part, that we will re- 
member him with affection and love, and that we will emulate his excel- 
lences and vii tues. ^ 

Permit me to offer the following resolutions : — 

Hesolvedj That in the death of Dr. Stone, medical science mourns 
the loss of one of its bnglilest otiiaiuents. 

Mcsohtdf That this Association remember with gratiuitle and the 
deepest respect his character as a physician and a man, that we tender 
to his !7Uic}i afllicted family our deepest condolence and sympaih} , and 
that a copy oi ihls announcement and of these resolutions be presented 
to them. 

Votedf To request the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal to publish the eulogy delivered this day, by Dr. Stephen W. 
Williams, belbre the Franklin Medical Association. 

EXTERNAL PRESSURE AS A HELP TN DIFFICULT PARTURITION. 
7o the Editor of ihe Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

It often happens that a woman in labor lacks but very little of being 
able 10 evacuate the uterus by her own expulsive force, and the little help 
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tliit she wants may be rooat eonveoiently and safely rendered by a ju- 
dicioos Bwathmg of the abdomen. The end may be obtained in this 
way. Take, for a swathe, a sheet, and fold it in one direction tilt it is 
lediieed lo about a quarter of a yard wide, retaining its whole length in 
the other direction. Lay this smoothly on the couch, so that the wtv 
man shall lie across the middle of it on her side. Then raise up the 
two ends of ihu swathe and bring them over her so as to cross on her 
bips, and give the ends to two assistants. If it is well adjusted they 
may use considerable force without any inconvenience lo the patient, 
but rather the contrary. It is the most comfortable support to the back 
she can have, and every pound of pressure smoothly and justly made 
on the abdonieti is at Ifast as f^ood as so much traction on the child. 

Another iriiportatit ron-^^tfjeration is that the ♦*xpnlsive action of the 
uterus is by this means jiK n-ascd, as is sonielirncs done by friction. 
The writer has resorted to this means in a Irfrije number of cases with 
decided advanta;^n_\ aii ! has not in a single instance nu t with any un- 
toward circumstance, 111 iliougli tlic force applied has in sonu; cases been 
about as much as two assistam a omen could apply. It may someiitues 
save the use of the forcepi or of • turnini^," and is n less serious under- 
taking, even with the smallest experience and judgment. 

Lynn, Man,, Oct, 6, 1851. 1). Perlet, M.D. 



FREE MEDICAL COLLROE IN MICHIGAN. 

To the Editor of t/ie Boston Medical and Surgical Journol. 

Dear Sib, — Circumstances recently called me to Ann Arbor, Mich., 
where I became acquainted, for the first time, with the nature and pros- 
pects of the medical dejiartment of the University locate<l there. My 
heart was rejoiced to behold the rich promise of i^ooH to the world there 
exhibited. 1 observed your Jotmial lyini^ on the tahh* of one of the 
professors. You may, therefore, be posted up in this matter ; but many, 
like mvvclf. may not be aware of the extraordinarily favorable o))por- 
liniiiies tliere alibniefi to mediral stnch-nt-^. I need not say to you that 
I an) interested in this no more than in uU other institutions, and write 
wiiiiout instigation except for the public <rood. It seems tlial the State 
of Michigan appropriated certain lauds to the founding of a university, 
the tuition in winch was lo be, and is, free — not to the sons of Michi- 
gan only, but, with true public spirit, all the world may enter its doors 
withool oxiney and without price. Prosperous villages sprang up on 
sod in the vicinity of these lands, and hence an immense fund has ac* 
coimiiated, and is still accumulating. This enables those having charge 
of the matter to carry out the plan upon the most magnificent scale, so 
that there is abundant promise that ere long every department of the 
University will in all respects eclipse the oldest institutions of our land. 

Ann Arbor is not only one of the most beautiful villages in Michi- 
gan, but dehglits the visiter as much as any throughout the len'^tb and 
breadth of the United States. It is remarkably healthy, both physically 
sod morally, its society is above the ordinary, it is not a small ad- 
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vantage to the student attending here, that the University is regarded 
with great and univei-sal ap]»rohation by the citizens. Being in the 
centre of the wheat-i:;ro\vin<; reuion, the niciin:^ o( livinL^ are very abun- 
dant and cheap. The best of board is bad at $1,50 per week, includ- 
iug everythinf^. 

At a rcspcrtahic distance fioin llie business and busy portion of the 
village, llie I tiivcrislly grounds liave li(^n selected. Forty acres, of a 
very rich cliaracler of soil, are enclosed, and adorned with shade trees, 
the bt auLiful gardens of several of the professors, and the magniii- 
cenL buildings la winch the iniLructiuns are j;iven. In front, tlie litenry 
department occupies several very large and imposing edifices. The 
medical departoient is as yet (band in one large and beauttful structure, 
at the opposite side of the grounds. Accommodations are there afoded 
ibr from 300 to 500 students. A very fine set of illustrative apparaUB 
has just been added to 4he stock of the several professors, and very 
large and delightful rooms are being finished for convenience in dissect- 
ing, the material ibr which, I was told, would be quite abundant. The 
ample grounds about the college afford a grand o()portunity for the po^ 
fecting of a splendid botanical garden, which is being laid out, and 
which will, without doubt, as soon as time permits, be the pride of our 
country. 1 speak in this strong manner, as the means are abundant 
ibr accomplishing anything that is desirable, and the inclination seemed 
corresponding. In regard to the professors, I need not say anything, as 
you are probably better acquainted with them than 1 am. It seemed 
to me, however, that here w as nfforded ont' of the best places, if DOt. 
all things considered, the best place for a student to acquire a thorougii 
education, of any in the country. All that the University offers i< 
witiiout |)ecuniary charirv*. AM that she requires of a student desirous 
of enjoying llie privileqes, and the highest honors cunfern^d, is, that he be 
qualifitd to receive (hrm. A young man can now, tiu-n-fore. ha\e no 
excuse for iioL qualifying himself lljorou^ihly for the high and noble du- 
ties of the practising physician. He can do it w id lout expense, except 
ibr board and clothes, which is so light that a little labor is sufficient to 
enable him to dress in the most judicious mann^, and live as well as 
he could wish. He can therefore graduate unembarrassed by debt, sod 
be at once a blessing to the world , and respected as a full roan in his 
profession. If the distance and expense of travelling be objected, let it 
be considered that travelling is one part of education that should not be 
neglected. It also costs but little in these days to go tiirougfa the 
length and breadth of the land. I understand, also, that it is contem- 
plated to make an arrangement with the boats and roads, by which sta* 
dents shall be carried at half price. This whole prospect gives roe 
great pleasure. Hitherto the medical student has not been able to ac- 
quire his professional education as cheaply as those of other profession?. 
H(Mice a limited education has burdened a poor but talented youn;^ mnn 
with debt, and he has stopped, from sheer necessity, in the midst ot his 
couj-se, or with a pretended finishing, and always rei^relted the hard ne- 
cessity under which he was placed. Tt will be so no longer. A fain, 
our professors have been meagrely enougli paid, as a general thing (too 



. J 1^ d by GoogL 



The JtUhtr Discovery, 



223 



much in some cases), and could not from liinUt d means do what their 
hearts would desire. But now, while the student finds himself well 
educated, be will also know that his teacher is well paid for his labors. 

Smce I have written to you my thoughts, 1 regret I have not been 
more particular in nsspect to details ; but any one desirous of learning 
them can do so, I presume, by addressing either of the faculty, My 
only wish has been to draw the attention of medical students and their 
preceptors to the rich advantages which it seemed to me they could de* 
rife from the source indicated. Youi;^ truly, T« S. Lambebt. 



THE ETHER DIcsCOVERY. 

[Wi: hnve hpon permitted to copy the following letter, addressed to 
Dr. Charles T. Jackson, of this city, by Sir Charles Lyell, of Londoni 
The opinion expressed by this distinguished geologist, derives additional 

value from the well-known fact, that Sir Charles was originally edu- 
cated in the kuv. and is tl^Mpfore eminently qualified to sift 
evidence. The friends of Ur. Jackson are happv in helievtnn; that all 
f.niher disputes, coricerninfj piiorifv of discovery of anieslhesia by iidia- 
lation of eili( r vapor, have bet;n ended, by the final award to him of the 
discovery of iliis means of alleviating human suffering, by the Academy 
of Scieni <'s of 1^'ranee. In th»,' words of Prof. VV hewell, the Historian 
of the huluctive Sciences, it may be said — 

" / do not concede that eipcriments of verification^ made after a dis^ 
corny has been clearly brought to view by one yerson^ and devised by 
ihti uiCoeereTf ewi committed him for ptrjormancc to mu^ther personj 
pv€ the operator a right to datm the discovery as his own*'*] 

11 llarhy street^ Lovdoii. 5/7/ April, 
My Dkar Sir, — Since yoti wiTf kind as to send me your pamjih- 
let, proving ^onr claims to the elher diM OVLMy, 1 have be^n riuich occu- 
lted with finiily aiiuirs, havin<j lost uuili my father and mother, who 
died, each of them, at an advanced age. 

1 was really very ijlad to have so cl<^ar and unequivocal evidence to 
show others of your claims to priurit} , for 1 and some of njv friends had, 
io our correspondence with the United States, had sucli distinct state- 
ments made to the contrary effect, that altiiough 1 suspended my own 
judgment, and did not take any part or offer any opinion, I own 1 was 
surprised to see how very unfounded were the riv^l pretensions. 

The discovery, leading aa it did to Chloroform (wnich I believe many 
of your practitioners regard as a doubtful improvement in the way of 
substitute), I regard as one of the greatest ever made, and in nothing 
do ] think the love of progress and of welcoming new ideas has been 
more advantageously displayed than in the extent to whbh the Ameri- 
cam have made use of this method of alleviating human suffering, beyond 
the people of this country, where prejudice and religious bigotry and 
Rabbinical notions have most severely impeded its adoption, ano most 
[>articular*y in London, where the medical men have displayed a want of 
iQorai courage truly deplorable. 
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I was glad to hear, from more than one qaarter, tbtt you had bees 
successfully pursuing your scientific studies beaiiDg upon my owd de- 
partment Pray remember me to Dr. G., or to any of my Boston InaMk 
whom you may see, and believe me Ever truly yours, 

[Signed] Charles Ltell. 

Dr. a 2\ Jacksmi, Bo$Um, U. S. A, 

THE BUTTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON, OCTOBER 13, 185 1. 



Quacks and their Modes of Treatment, — Dr. Lambert, in his popular 
works on Physiology, has always taken decided and praiseworihy pround 
acraitT't quackery and in favor of a learned and well-qualified medical 
faculty. In ihe following extmrt from one of hi:* ln!<^st publications, some 
pertiiKNit (jtiprios nrf^ proposed, u hicli it is hoped will receive the atten- 
tion whicii lliey deserve Iroin manv of the numerous renders' of his l>ouk. 

"If these things which are told of medicines, or ol what are called sys- 
tems, were really true, could it be possible that persons would be at so 
much expense and trouble in advertising their wares and cures ? If ft 
person bad medicine which would always or even often cure coni^umpiioB, 
or could always cnre scarlet fevert if he were so inhumane as to keep how 
he diri it a secret, would it be necessary for him to trouble himself about 
money ? Could he not go to an hospital, and bv a few cun>s hnv his 
name celebrated throughout the country, so that money would j^our in 
upon him in countless riieasure ? So, also, if those ignorant persons 
who impose on the still less intelligent, by pretending to see the color of 
the organs in Ihe body, and the disease which afiects them, believed what 
they tell us, would they take the course they do, or would they take a 
course which t%*ould not only be honorable. b«i secure to them untold 
wealth, the still more valuable love of a grai^'lul public, and hand ilown 
their nnroMs to n rjever-endini: tnrure? What sh ill be done with >iji'h 
base impostors, who wavlav ihf unwary invalid in hi> st arch for h» ;ilifi, 
and who is suflering loo iiiii' li to (li-«c» rti bctwt-en hun who truly syinjia* 
thizes with his misfortunes and the urilul inhuman who wishes to prey upoa 
them, and who, with hypocritical &ce, laughs in his sleeve as he hears 
his mistaken victim lavish gratitude upon his pretended benefactor! 
What shall be done? Why should not the laws of the country, against 
obtaining money under false pretences, be brought to bear on them? 
Why should the lesser offender, and certainly the more honorable, b§ 
branded with iL'^noinmy, and incarcerated in prison, ju^nlv sliui out from 
society, while ilic more artful and greater curse goes ai large and is un- 
whipped of justice i " 



Transactions of the Medical Society of Pennsylranin. — This is a pamph- 
let of !2S octavo pages. It is the first volume ot an intended series, nnd 
contains some excellent matter. Medical works are rnpiJly acciunulaiing 
in ihis country. The collections of public and private associations, to- 
gether with ihc researches and contributions of individuals, are constantly 
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adding to the stock, and must (inaily constitute a vast treasury for the 

Srofeation to draw upon. There is reported in this ▼olume the business 
oiogs of the Society, embracing the eleetion of officers, actions upon cer* 
taio resolves, and the reports of committees. Dr. Worthington's address 
Is well enough, but not remarkable for its originality. Gentlemen may 
write beautifully about piirifyins: the profession — but it is not easily ac- 
c iriiplishcd ; nor can those be elevated who have no desire for it. The 
aulhnr of llie discourse evidently has in his mind rertaiu plans, which 
posstUy might make all the physicians in the world quite respeciable. 
Unhappily, there are many who cannot or will not conform to the opi- 
nions of the majority, and consequently some of the regular practitioners 
of medicine wiU remain excessively irregular. Next follows a series of 
nine sanitary reports on as many counties, and comprising incidental mat- 
ters that come legitimately within the domain of ))hvsicians. A history 
of local societies, the number of prartiiionprs within certain districts, the 
ratio they fmar to the population, and the actual state of tlie public health, 
are each and ail of them alluded lo. This publication, therefore, to tlie 
medical men of Pennsylvania, must be particularly valuable. It is on a 
plan that might be copied to advantage by societies in other States. 
Some remarks about obliging medical students to pursue a longer term of 
study than is generally required, is caught sight of, but the recommenda- 
tion of the American Medical Association to lengthen the lecture term to 
six months, is of too much consequence to be casually alluded to. This 
pnMiratinn will be a memorial, lo look back upon, of the industry and col- 
kcuvc wisdom of the Pennsylvania Slate Society. 



Pictorial Anatomy and Physiology. — A series of platen, three feet by 
two, in permanent oil colors, twenty-five in number, have been recently 
brought out by Dr. Lambert, for p'svsician^, lecturers, schools, &c., and are 
represented to be excellent — bui a.^ we have not seen one of them, we can- 
not speak so decidedly us we may hereafter. Anatomy and physiology 
are two of the popular studies of the day. Even young ladies begin to 
chat about physiological laws, aoatomicaf structure, ^c, which is all very 
well, if they understand what anatomy and physiology are. A smattering 
of terms, without a comprehensive knowledge of the complicated mechan- 
i«tm of otir bodies, is merely sound without substance. It has been an 
accor.ipii<hment for some years lo converse wisely upon concholojv — tliat 
is, use, on all proper drawinij-room occasions, as many hard uords as 
tho?e who peduuncally employ them, can remember. Jiui there js no 
science in such displays, nor common-sense advances by such people 
in useful knowledge. If it has been fashionable to learn the elements 
of anatomy and physiology in the same superficial manner, these plates, 
and such like applianres, are immensely useful in Hxing in the mind 
a riqfht idea of individual orq^ans, their i^eneral relations and function?*, 
which catuiol be (leathered by merely rending a descriptive book, however 
exceiieai or appropriate it may happen to be. 



Gregory's Chemistry. — We hail with peculiar satisfaction every new 
work upon the science of chemistry. Perhaps the volume to which 
tbe»e observations refer, may hwe some influence in awakening those, 
who have been slumbering a long while, to the importance of studying 
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with eanMBtoess the Held that it opens to thesi. " Outlines of Chemuby 
for the use of Students, by William Gregory, M.D., of the University of 
Edinburgh, first American from the second London edition, revised, 
corrected and enlarged by J. Milton Sanders, M.D , of the Mf^dical Insti- 
tute of CiiK-innaii," from the prc«^ of H. W. Dt ihy & Co., of that 
city, is a ncatly-priulcd, aad, we believe, a valuable publication. At 
first it may strike the student that it is too technical, abounding frightfuJiy 
in combinatiooB, in definite proportions, and the fiigns of equivalent nam- 
bers ; but a more thorough investigation is sufficient to enable one to 
master the apparent mystery of chemical expression, and then the whok 
system becomes beautiful and fascinating. The atomic tln'ory is anolbei 
of the biicrbcars in the path of a person who i? supposed lo know some- 
xh'\n^ of the olciiicnls of chemistry, but who, us oi'wn as otlicr\vi>c, knows 
noihiiii^ at all. \Vc have been particularly graiitied wiih the liiilf the 
autiiur has said on this subiect. The paths of science, like the highways 
of a country, ought to be broad, smooth, and firee from ruts and wuldeis 
-^w much so, at least, as is consistent witb thorough study ; and those 
who write upon any department of knowledge, essential to a finished edu- 
cation, in tbis superficial, but exacting age, should endeavor to make it 
plain, and as on^y of attainment as po-^iftle. It is one of the misfortunes 
of the limes tliat we wasrr» much of oi:r lives, at their very commence- 
ment, in learning the natne> oi Uiin'4!>, lu.slead of the things them>tlvL<. 
In learning the exact sciences, embarrassments are sometimes llirowii ui 
the way by the rery persons who teach and expound thero. In chemistry 
this is portienlarly the case. Eflbrts should be made to render this study 
more charming to American students. Sir Humphrey Davy was over- 
whelmed with the multitude:, who rushed to hear him. Berzelius, that 
extraordinary man, the pride of Denmark, and an honor to the world, who 
was tiirnetl out of school !)ecause he was such a stupid fellow that the 
master couid teach him lunhincr. nnd whose first communications on che- 
mistry to the Royal Society of Copenhagen were refused insertion in then 
transactions, struck upon the true and beautiful pathway that led lo the 
• treasury of nature. And at the present moment, Mr. Faraday, who is 
exclusively devoted to chemical researches, and imparts his knowledge is 
the some judicious way, takes the lead of all the public lecturers and pro* 
fessors in England. These facts show that the matter exists, and with n$ 
we wnnt it brought out and conveyed to us in the manner it might l)e,that 
our protession may understand its great value. With these convictions, it 
would be a great dereliction of duty, not to recommend this treatise to our 
young medical friends. 



Study of AmUomy in Egypt,^Ai the time when Mahomet Ali was 
persuaded by Clot Rey to or^nize a •'chool of medicine in Ctiiro, the old 
man consulted the council of the inainn, or Ifnmed men of ilie orthodox 
sects, in re^rd to the legality of dissecting huuian bo*Iies, lor the purpose 
oi audiuiuical knowledge. They decided that n would be repugnant to 
feligion. However, he said nothing, and gave directions to his surgeon 
to proceed. He had the united force of Musselman prejudice and Moslem 
bigotry marshalled against him ; but he was the pillar that sustained tlie 
entire fabric of Egyptian government, against whose orders no one davs 
raise the I'oice of remonstrance, however much they might growl over an 
infraction of the Koran. He lived long enough to have his bigoted solh 
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jects become familiar with dissections and till ♦be four orthodox sort? of 
the Hanafeei^, Shafees, Malikees and liambelees, had lost their influence 
over the ignorant rabble of the metropolis. Anatomical pursuits are now 
conducted there on a proper scale, and under fewer restrictions than in 
several of these United States, where a physician and surgeon are re* 
qaired to understand anatomy in order to practice, and yet they are liable 
to prosecution, to fine and imprisonment, for doing precisely what they 
are required to do. Mahomet Ali was in advance of the age in his 
own dominions, and far wiser and more liberal than aome of the enlight- 
ened, christian legislators of these United States. 



Statistics of Fracture of the Leg. — From Dr. F. Hyde's report on 
Surgery for Cortland County, N. Y., mn le to the "Medical Association 
of Southern Central New York," at its iale Annnnl Meeting-, and whose 
Transactions, which we may again refer to, are just published, we copy 
the following: — 

Out of twenty cases of fracture of the bones of the leg, in hfteen 
fmeture of both bones existed ; in two, the tibia only ; in three, the fibnla 
alone. One of the cases was compound, one in which comminution of 
the tibia existed. All the others were simple. They occurred in patienlt 
between one and sixty years ; one half being above thirty. Sixteen were 
in males, four in fenialos. la the majority of the cases, the fracture was 
below the niiddl'.^ of the leg. In eight cases, the felt splints wc-vc- nsod, 
the leg being semi-flexed. In one case, in which the fracture extt ridid 
into the ankle joint, slight thickening, with some degree of immobility of 
the joint, continued for several months, but resulted in the recovery of the 
joint. In another instance, in which the fracture was near the head of 
the tibia, with severe contusion of the knee joint, much stiffness of the 
joint remained for a few months, without deformity, and resulted finally in 
the recovery of a good joint. In one case, which had been properly re- 
duced and drp5->-od, from an aridfni, the fragrmcnts became displaced, and 
a second reduction was not perinitied. by the patient; result not known.. 
In one case, where the fracture was near the ankle, there was slight in- 
curvation at the site of the injury, but u did not allcct the gait. The bal- 
ance of the cases were treated in the bent position, one half of them ; the 
others in the straight. In a case of fracture of the fibula, and comminu- 
tion of the tibia, about two and a half inches above the ankle joint, with 
severe contusion of the soft parts, the lightest dressings rapidly produced 
vesicatiori and other symptoms of mortifimtion. Jarvis's Surgical Adjuster 
was used in ihi? instance, for retaining tiie fragments. In addition to the 
eicoriation and ulceration, by the pressure, even so liijlttly applied, there 
was additional difficulty in keeping the proper adjustment of the parts, on 
account of the general violent spasmodic action of the entire system, 
whenever he fell asleep. He was laboring under heart afleetioo, whieh 
contributed to this complication. Slight deformity was left, by protrusion 
of the ouddle fragment, which could not be retained in situ, irom the utter 
intolerance to pressure. The dressings were removed at the end of two 
months. There is a little stiffness of the ankle joint. 

** There have been two rases of fracture of the os calcis. One in a 
raale, ac^ed fifty ; cure perfect. In the other case, a severe mllanimation of 
the ankle joint supervened. The patient was unable to use the foot for 
two months, bat finally recovered its use.** 
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Medical Miscellany. — Chancellor S. Barber petitioned the Supreme Court of New 
London County, Ct., for divorc*^ from his wifL-. IMki Iu' A ., on ihp «rround that she 
it guilty of habituai intemperance and the exce6»ive use ot morphiue, which, 
nader the Cboneoticot statute of 1849, furnished good canae of divorce. Judge 
Church denied tiie petition, fur the reason that the practiceH complained of were 
encoura-ji-ti In the petitioner himself, ;i.i.5 the result of hi'^ mvn fault ami [it'_-Ii- 
^HMic e. — l iie Connecticut Reporter sijeuks ot the death ol the s^rcat cancer doclor\.\ 
jolin Cov, of Bristol. \%'ho wat* killed by being thrown from nis carriage. — Fort/ 
acres of beautiful wowiland, lying at the north end of the city of Coluiiibus, OUo, 
has been given by Pr. CrCHniall to llu' ;iuth(jrltj(*!> of thai pl.icc for a public park.— 
Surgeon Kane, of the recently retunuul Arctic Kvj>edition. saw a Danf^. in ihe 
Polar latitudes, over 7U years old, wLo ]ia» pa-n^ed 55 years ot his lite noith ui 13 
degrees, and has lived exclusively on animal food tlie whole period ; never hnF> 
iug once seen ft vegetable in tlie fifty-five years. — The venerable Dr. Nott, nov? 
in the 97th year of his a^re. was present at the celebration at Hartford, Ct., on the 
4th ult.. and c]o»cd the &ervice» lu the church by pronouncing the benediction.— 
A Catholic priest, 1 10 years of age, preached at Dayton, Ohio, a few dayi; ago.— 
In the last quarter, there were at the Chelsea Marine Hospital, under the care of 
Dr. Ingall.s. 21!) patients : of whom 7 died; 102 were dix-harijed, well ; and 61 
remain. — Prute:s»c»r Sim|m)n has oliered, through tlie l^resident of the iiri^ii>h 
MedicQ-Chirurgical Society, XlOO to any one who shall read a »lip of paper eo- 
dosed in a box, and ooolaiuing a line of Shakspeare.<— There are forty-five siii- 
dents attending thn prrsont course of modical lectures at Dartmouth €< lle.e. 
Pruf. 0. P. Hubbard will please accept our thanks for a catalogue. — Dr. Baib. 
who is travelling in the interior ol Alrica, and who has been aniung the Taurick 
Arabs, inhabiting an oasis in the dcmert of Sahara, says they are the most san«e 
and powerfully muscular men in the world, and yet their food is nothing but a 
few dates and cam»d'*^ milk. They are also the mot«l athlftio. powerful and war- 
litLe race ia all Central Ainca. — A ^old medal^ weighing two ouuces and a half, 
hae been presented to Dr. C. T. Clark, in consideration of his valuable services ts 
South Carolinians during the war in Mc.vico. — Dr Samuel Nichols has beea 
appointed Postmaster at B. llows Falls. Vt. — A che>t uf imperial tea h;L~ hecn sent 
to Dr. C, T. Jackson. Iroin China, in acknowledgment ol liie value of the ether 
discovery.— The self- priming musket, invented by Dr. Maynard, of Philadelphia, 
is creatiitL: some interest ui the World's Fair, Doctors contrive to Iiave a good 
deal to ilo wiih whatever is progressive in tlie arts or scienct-. — Vt llow fever ii 
raging at Oporto. — Prof. Silliman, .Ir . has returned from his Kiiropeaii travels, and 
will soon repair to Louisville, ivy., piepaiator^ to iho upenhig of the session for 
lectures in the medical department of the University of that city. He is said to 
have added to liis previon.s exteii.sive apparaiu.s for chemical instruction during 
his ab«enre — Dr. Bennett DowhT. fif Now Otipanfs. has heon appointed to the 
chair of Physiology and Pathological Anatomy in the Memphis (feuu.) Medical 
College. 



To CoRRrspoNDKprTs. — Coininmii< ;)ii<)iis ii ivi- been fseeivcd frnoi Dn. Gideon B.8aiA. 
6. J, W. TaiMf, A. L Cununiogt, aud Milioa FuUer. 



MARKiao^At Louitville. Kv., Dr. Rolx^rt P. Hont to Mt« S. A. Want, tbno&Aj Hit. Law- 

renre. of liosion.— Dr. C. fl. lit.* ' . .f Tf .rtfor-t, n.nn.. i<> Mivs J. AHon — Prof. Smim.-'n, 
of New Haven, Coaa., lo Mr». 1. Uchh. — io Hiichaaan Couniy, Mo., Paul T. T«l>er, MJ), 
tale of Albaaj, N. If., to Ifin Elisalielh R. Wright 



DiKO/— Naar ColnmtNa« Teaa., of typhoid few, Ur. William W. I>kr. 

DfothMin Rnttnii — for I he week ciidin^ Saturrlay no«n, Oct. Illh.flS.— 34— -femaif ^, 28, 
Arcidcnlal, 4— <lisca*e of Ixi^velsi, 6— iiiMammuiirni of !>ovivU, I— disease of brain, 2— bom, I— 
consumption, lo— cholera infanium, 1 — cancer, I — canker, 1— «foup, 1— dysentery, 6— diarrWa, 
3 — dropsy, I — dmpiy of brain, 1 — fever, - — iyplu»i<l fever, 5— lung fever, l«*4ldMilil«^ 3 tli i Mi * 
of liver. 1— marasmiti. 1—oM age, t— onknowo, I. 

Umler 5 ytnr*, 40— <betwpe« 5 and 90 yeiini. 5— t>elwoen tO aad 10 years, 2>— betweoa 40 
niu^ no y ir-. 10— Mv-rr (*n V r iTN, '}. \ iixT u 30 ) ferMgnefS and children of toniguntt A 
Tlte above lucludcs o deaths ai Uie City ImuiuUouii. 
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SFAERE AND LONG-CONTINUED SPASMS— A REMARKADLB CASE. 

I 

' To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Dkak Sir, — For nearly four yeais 1 have been engaged in a case of 
disease that presents so many remarkable features, that I have concluded 
to give you a sketch of it, both for the sake of affording and eliciting 
I iabrmation on the subject, should you deem it worthy of a place in 

' your Medical Journal. 

I have no other infonnation in rrlalion to the first thirteen years of 
the case than that furnislied Ijy the patient and lier family, and which, 
owing lo the great length of liino elapsed since its commencement, i^iust 
of course be very imporfeet. When 1 saw the patient fii*sl, in December, 
1847, she bad been contined to her room, and mostly to berbod, upwards 
of thirteen years. She was, when between 14 and 15 yeius ol ai^e, 
afflicted with most distressing headarlie, which was finally concluded to 
be netiralgia, and after the failure of all the usual remedies, several 
brandies of nerves of the left side of the head and face were divided. 
Her pains, however, soon pervaded every part of the body alternately. 
Sometimes tbey assumed the character of pleurisy, often that of severe 
colic, &c. She was several times affected with genera) dropsy, and about 
ten years ago spasm of the whole body took place, attended with ex-> 
craciating pains. ' Every part of the body was affected. One universal 
cramp pervaded the system. Her eatremhies were closely drawn up, 
fingers and toes 6rmly clenched, her knees closely drawn upon the ab- 
domen, and the heels upon the nates ; her head drawn back, and her 
jftws firmly kicked. The whole of the intesdnes seemed, also, to be in 
spasm, lor upon pressure on the abdomen it seemed as if we were 
pressing upon a sac filled with stiff ropes. Among the most distressmg 
?}'mptoms, was colic of tlie womb and bladder, owing to a rollection of 
air in ib*'«p organs. I have frequently relieved both organs with the 
romtvion catheter. Several times, on mtroducin^i; the catheter into ilie 
wodib, the air has tusIk d out with quite an audible whistle. The same 
ks often taken [)la( e when discharging, with the catheter, urine from 
the blailder. Tljese symptoms have ceased for the last two years. 
They caused her most intense pain, and aggravated the pain in the 
back. The am^jcles of the urinary organs were also in spasm, so tiial 
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the niiiif was only evacuated by the use of llie callx trr. Thlb was 
the condillun in which I fuuud ht j , and in which she had lain fourleen 
days. These spasms were paroxysmal, and commenced a few days 
previous to each menstrual period. She had beeo attended Hi the 
course of her illness by some cwenty piiysicians, all of whom succes- 
sively abandoned the case as beyond the reach of tlieir skill and reme- 
dies. Every known anti-spasmodic had been resorted to in vain. Erco : 
the inhalation of ether had no eifect, other than to aggravate her 8ufie^ 
ings. She took, of all the medicines administered to her, from the ordi- 
nary doses to the largest and almo.st miheard-uf quantiiies. She has 
taken in one ni[;bt an ounce and a half of hiack drop (half an ouoce ; 
by the mouili, aixi one ounce per rectum). She had in fact tried every 
remedy that books and the skill of her physicians could sugfi;est, aH 
wilhonl avail. In trying to break up the cramps, the severest and most \ 
powerful manual force was also n .-orlf t! to in vain. It was at la^^l. in i 
Decemhor. K'^IT, roncludi-d by tin* familv !o try i^alvanic eleciriciiy. ' 
She had Lt i ii in the spasm fourtrt ii (l.iy.-^, when tliis remedy was rt^ | 
soiled to. A battery of considerable powt^r was userl. When boih jxilrs | 
were applirtl directly to the patiejit, it had no oiIht etfert thiui tt) allay | 
the pain pailially, merely bi iumuiuig >«cii^ibiiii\ . Imi ilid not nlax in ! 
the slii^'hlest dt'<iree the spasm. The oj)t.'iaUuii uas liien varied iO as lo i 
bring the operator wiilnu the electric circuit. The positive pole was so ; 
arranged that it came in contact with the os uteri, while llie negative 
pole was held in the left hand of the operator. The battery was tbea , 
charged to the highest degree that tlie operator could bear. He then I 
took the patient's hand in his right hand, and as the electrical influence | 
relaxed the muscles he extended the limb with considerable force, ia i 
this way he soon broke up the spasm in that arm. The same proress j 
was applied to the other arm, the neck, the jaws, then the lower ex- 
tremities, and lastly the spine, and in forty-(i\e mituitt's the whole body 
was relieved of spasm except the neck of tiie bladder and the Internal < 
organs, to which no manual Ibrce could he applifd in < nnjiinction with 
electricity. Even this, l.ow ever, atiimled j^fHaf relief. 'I'he patient was : 
much debilitated from the efi'ecis of the disras*', and the oreai amount 
of sedative nuMlicines she had taken. She, however. Iind a respite ol i 
few days, when the next menstrual period recurred, and all her former 
agonies were i('|u iued. Tlu' luitlerv wns ifnmed!alf»!\ u nnird to. ami 
the cramps bnjk< ii up again, and ilic ^(^m.-w hal iiinii;aled. Diinnij 
the menstrual jvt iiud she bad the battery apphni ^cvi•ral linu s aiiay, 
and it never laiU d to break up the spasms, except that of thf neck of die 
bladder and other internal oivans. as biU>io .^tait d. I'or upwards ol 
two years ibii was conlinued al evmy ujenstiual ptiiod, and she was 
generally uuite relieved when the menstrual flux ceased. Several times, 
however, she bad other symptoms, such as well'-marked pleurisy, cfimp 
colk;, &c., to which the battery afforded no relief, although the patient 
supposed it did do her good. I considered tttat it only served to be- 
Dumb (he aensibility, without any oiher effect. She was so well 
suaded that it did her good that she twice cont)nu4*d the battery up- 
wards of four days in its highest power, and only stopping it occasionaily 
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10 renew the fluid and clean the plates. Tn the course of the two 

year^. I had applied ihe bntiery to lior upwards of three hundred times, 
avera^irii: nt least half an hour earb time, nnd leaving the battery in 
action upon her an average of four lionrs eacii lime. The result w n?, 
llial in nhoiit six months after the use ol the battery was commenced, 
hcT ^iitlrnngs were confined gen«Tally to the periods of menstruation, 
ia liie intervals she enjoyed tolerable health, so that she could even 
down stairs to her meaU,a thing she had not been able to do for fourteen 
years previously. 

About eighteen months ago it was suggested that one remedial agent, 
oot previously applied, should be resorted to. She had, previous to my 
seefDg her, had the cem& uteri leeched, and she had ibr some time used 
siioag solutions of nitrate of siWer injected into the vagina, in consequence 
of sl^bt leuoocrhcsa. It was now determined to apply the solid nitrate 
of «lver to the whole neck of the uterus, the os uteri, and the whole 
vagioil cavity. This was peribrmed with the aid of the speculum. 
It seemed to be of service to her. It immediately relieved the spasm 
of the neck of the bladder, and this of itself was a very important mat- 
ter, ss it saved her the disagreeable necessity for the use of the catheter 
three or four tiroes a*day, besides relieving her of the irritation in- 
duced by retention of urine. It was therefore determined to continue 
the application as often as the condition of the parts would permit. It 
was soon found that she could bear the pnplicalion twi^p a week, and 
this has been done, with an occasional short interval, to the present 
time. It was this case that sug2;ested to me the plan of using the ni- 
tnite of silver described in this Journal several monihs ago (vol. 44, 
pat;*^ '2:]S). I have jiovv applied this *' cati,?^fc," as it is foolishlv called, 
to the whole mucous membrane of the vaginal cavity, incluciiiiif ilio os 
and cervix uWn, sevenlij-two time's, always with the effect of caus- 
ing a free pmulent discliarge, and using in the case four ounces of 
lolid nitrate of silver. In the whole course of ray attendance upon her, 
I have applied the battery to her upwards of five hnndred times, always 
wiib great power, and in the manner first described. During her men- 
itroal periods the nitrate of silver is not applied ; but the battery is then 
used ; and since the use of the nitrate of silver, she has had little dtffi- 
cohy in passing uiine at any time. She is mdually improving, being 
sow only confined during her menstrual w^k. Her general health is 
toleiably good, much better than could have been expected after so long 
s confinement, so mticb sujffering, losing so much bk)od, and taking such 
an immense amount of medicine, including mercury to the extent of 
deep salivatioa numerous times, and all others the most powerful articles 
n the materia medica. She has been almost literally drained of blood 
numerous times, in the earlier stages of her illness, but durintr my at- 
I'^ndance she has lost but little. She has taken often so much opium, 
in its various lorms. as to become habituated to its excessive use, and we 
have had considerable difficulty to relieve her of that evil. 

In giving soinerl)in<i of an outline of this remarkable case, I have pur- 
posely avoided all tei hnical terms, desirinii only to make myself under- 
stood. It will readily be perceived that ti didfeiB inaterially from any 



StHft and ftim' f imtfmiidr ^i ii mi 



recorded casei at least I have never been ilile to meet wUi one Mks it 
1 believe tbe eett of tbe disease has always been in the uterus aad in 
appendages, altbougb for the first ten or twdve years this was not 
even suspected. It ootnmenced about the same time that menstruatkn 
oommenced. By several of my opern^ons, especially the applicatioQ of 
the nitrate of silver to the os uteri, I have caused the same neuralgic 
pains to shoot up to the head, mammae, sides of the chest, and even to 
the finijnrs* ends, that slip hnd formerly fi^lt from the disease. But the 
case dlffptN from one of j) imlni meiistrualion, in never bavin l{ had the 
slightest in<"( hnniral obstruction lo fbe flo\vini( of ibe fluid, no coaiiula, 
, a!ul no fai^ij iiK'inl)rane ever liavin" been tbrovvu olF. Tiie menstrual pe- 
riods have always been remarkably regular, of moderate duration (diree 
or four days), and fair quantity, with very raio cessation after com- 
mencing. For a length of lime, however, the discharge was exceedingly 
offensive ; but ibi three years past tiiis has not been so. After the 
6rst six months of the use of the battery, the offensive odor ceased alio- 
gether. During every paroxysm tbe urine was small in quantity, veiy 
acrid and high colored. At tbe first esaminatkm I made, tbe cervbt aad 
08 uteri weie very small, so much so that tbe person who appKed leeches 
to the part (one of great experience) had never seen ibem so small Id 
any grown woman. They are now of tbe usual size. There was abo 
at the firat examination a peculiarly rigid cartilaginous feeling m tfaew 
parts ; they now affimi the usual soft velvety sensation to the touch. 
The external organs have never been affected^ and are of natural size 
and condition, except tbe perineum, which was always affected by 
spasm, and very severely too, until relieved by the battery. Of Istt 
this is not affected. Now, although writers say that painful menstroi- 
tion is sometimes attended with cramps, yet in this case there has been 
no false membranes nor coa^ula, and but few interruptions to the discharge, 
and tlie occasional sto|)pai^(^s of the dischnriro havp not ag^gravatcd her 
svmptnrTi^. And yet, what else can it be called ? 1 have sometimes been 
inclined lo coasnier it a case of fhp hydra-headed hysteria ; but !h»*n ex- 
cept during a paroxysm, the patient s mental faculties have not been involv- 
ed ; and even during the paroxysm I have concluded they were no other 
way atTected than would necessarily be the case from the use of such 
inujHMise 4|uantities of opinni and other iiarcotics. Even with all ber 
afflictions her mind it'mains sound, and her memory remarkably good. 
Above all, the more amiable qualities of her sex are in her case remarka- 
ble. Thb sorely is not one of the accompaniments, or effects, or symp- 
toms, of hysteria. In illustration of tbe amiable and doctle qoalitiei of 
her mind, I will state, that at no time has any medictne, bom^ver dt»- 
greeable to take, or any operation, however rormidable, painfiil or din* 
greeble, been proposed to ber that she did not promptly and cheeriiitty 
take or submit to — never oomplaining or murmuring, or even besitaiiag. 
The operations of leeching the neck of the womb, and of dif4ding tbe 
nerves of the bead and face, would naturally cause most women to oflnr 
ob|ections to them ; but ber only remark has always been—*** I am «'ill* 
ing to do anything you think necessary." Still, during a paroxyaoi 
ber nervous system suffers considerably, much more formerly man mm. 
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mA oAoa Mniamg some degree of depraMkm, excitemettV re* 
•eiiibliog 80016 forms of hysteria, but at no time since I faave seen her 
have her menial feculties suffered material aberration. I must state one 
curious fact more. She had seven or eight bndly-decayed molar teeth, 
and during every paroxysm she was afitected with distremtng toothache, 
headache and faceache. She rarely escaped this. She was at length 

: requested to allow the dentist to extract all these teeth, which he did at a 
single sitting, and she has had no pain in her head or face since. Was 
the utenne affection, whatever it is, the exciting ca»i"p of these pains? 
I believe it was ; for, as stated above, I have excited the same pains 

I by applying the nitrate of 5:ilver to the neck of the womb. 

I am disposed to attribau? the whole train of her afflictions, her for- 
mer neuralgia of the head, dropsy (both ascites and anasarca), and all 
the other complications, either directly or indirectly to some diseased or 
aboormal condition of ilie womb or ovaries, and perhaps both. I omit- 
ted to state that she has always, since my attendance upon hei, com- 

C' bed of pain and great mis^ m the region of the left ovary. Siie 
never mdicated any aneesioess in the right side. So invariably is 
tUs the case, that 1 habitually apply the conductor of the batteiY ofer 
the left ovary, and let it remain there when 1 leave her, in which situ* 
stion die keeps it generally several hours. 

The patient is now in a tolerable condition of health, and is consider^ 
ad by sil nearly a well woman. Her cramps or spasms ibr the last 
two years have been conGned to the lower extremities, except in one 
or two instances. In July last I was absent from the city when one 
of ber periods commenced. For two weeks previously the nitrate of 
silver had not been applied, and when menstruation commenced she bad 
not die benefit of the latter. She therefore suffered considerably more 
than usual. The neck of the bladder was spasmodically affected, and 
she was oltli^cd 'o have the catheter used. All her afflictions continued 
UQtil my return, six day^ after their commencement, when I prnnipdy 
relieved them all witli the battery. I mention this to show that aiihough 
she has greatly luijnoved in her condition, she i6 still dependent upon 
the batfery and ilie nai ue of silver for temjjorary relief. This fact also 
afibrds some evidence Uiat her improved condition is not .utnbulabl© to 
the disease gradually passing off of itself, or wearing itself out. 

Some curious facts are illustrated by this case. 1st The tumaralkkd 
use, b^ a single individual, of the galvanic battery, upwards oTfive hmi* 
dn^i times, and nearly all of them of upwards of four houcB* continuance 
each time. I think the world may be challenged for a similar case. 8d* 
The ap])lk»tion (to the extent oif vesicalionj of nitrate of silver to the 
whole vaginal cavity, itventy-4u>o <tmsf,in eighteen months ; and all tUs 
without injury to the patient s general health, or any other bad efieot. 

It should be known that the mucous membranes are not sensibly 
affected by the galvanic battery ; hence, when the conductor is applied 
to the mouth and neck of the womb, or any portion of the vagina be- 
yond the labia, the patient does not feel the electricity in that part at 
til ; and only feels it when the other conductor is applied. So, also, if 
the conductor be placed in the moutb, if contact with the teeth be avoid- 
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ed, the usual seoaation is not felt id the mouth, though the batteiy be 
ever so powerful. Another valuable hint is given by this case as to a 
lemedy for spasm of the neck of the bladder. The free applicaiioo 
of solid nitrate of silver to the upper surface of the walls of the vaiiina, 
internally, removes it promptly. The neck of tlie bladder being io 
direct contact, and even conne^Jted with the upper wall of the vagioa, 
we reach the seat of di'-en^fd action directly and effectually. 

1 have purposely oniitted tlie naiue and even initials of this patient, 
as such exposure could be of no service. 1 should be ver)' grau lul lor 
any hint the profession can give through your pages, as to liie uature 
of llie case and its final cure. Respectfully, 

BailiiHort, Md.f Oct. 7, 1851. Gideon B. Smith, Al.D. 



DYSENTERY— ITS PATllULOGY AND TREATMENT. 

BY A. I. COM M1K08, II.D. 

VS^mmmMttA fiw tiM Bm(«i M •dlcal Md engleil 1«umI.1 

The increased violence with which true dysenter}' has attacked it^ sub- 
jects for a few years piist, especially at the iNorth, and the degree of 
mortality that attends it, seems to dtniiand of medical men that raore at- 
tention should be given to collecting facts in relatioo to its pathology 
and treatment, and that every fact calculated to be useful in relieving 
sufiertng humanity should be presented to the profession. Indeed, it ii 
the duty of those who have had an extensive experience, in the treat- 
ment of any severe disease, to publish that experience for the futore 
benefit of the student and the young practitioner ; and medical journals 
are the only legitimate archives wherein to deposit the results of daily 
experience for future reference. Without laying claim to extensive ex- 
perience, or ability to teach my superiors in our noble profession, I will 
contribute my mile, as a nucleus whereon a noble superstructure may 
be built by those who have the ability and zeal sufficient to its ao* 
complishment. 

Acute dysentery I con'^ider, to some extent at least, a self-limited 
disease. Its })alhological seat is the mucous membrane of the large in- 
testines, mostly in the rectum. 1 need not enumerate the symplotn^. as 
they are well known, but every practitioner is aware tliat the most 
troublesome symptoms are tormina, tenesmus, frequent smaU discharges 
from tlie bowels of mucus mixed with blood, or like the washings of 
salt pork, and sometimes mostly of blood. Another p i nf il and annoy- 
ing symptom is a constant strangury or micturition, or t niire suppression 
of urine from sympathy. A high fever, also, either with or without 
regular exacerbations, keeps the patient restless and uneasy, and pre- 
vents him from enjoying any repose^ though the pain is the meet, severe 
aymplom with which he has to contend. Haemonhoids is another ao* 
eompaniment, that not unfrequently is exceedingly annoying. I have 
said that the disease is chiefly confined to the rectum, and so it is in 
its primary development ; but other organs soon sympathize, and the 
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fire there kindled gradually extends its influence to other parts. Ulcera- 
tioo, I diioky rarely takes place id this disease, at least until it has pro- 
gressed so- as to destroy the whole mucous merobraoe as far as the dis- 
ease extends. From what I have seen, I am of opinion that to a cer« 
tain extent the discharge of hlood is more favorable than otherwise, as 
it relieves congestion. 

The plan of treatment that I have ibund most judicious, has been, 
in the commencement of the disease, to unload the bowels by the use 
of castor oil, say Sj. to an adult, with from twenty to forty drops tinr. 
opii, to prevent tormina. After having unloaded the bowels, as the chief 
symptoms tliat are of importance during the fre(|unnt discharges are 
gripini*. and a heavy bearing-down sensation, my chief remedy is opium 
in small and frequent doses, carried to an extent to relieve the pain. A 
Anv lirains of camphor may be added, if npce^^snry, to relieve the stran- 
gury so often present. My excfllenl friends. Dis. Bartlett and C/Ottin^, 
of this riiy. and many other physicians with wliom [ have the honor of 
an acqnaintance, have assured me of their <^reat eonlidenee in opium in 
arutf dysentery ; and though it is an old remedy, yet 1 believe ii is the 
Ikst for tliis purpose. Dnrinir the period of the disease while -aecompa- 
nied by fever, astrin«;ents do no good, and 1 think, not unfrecjuenlly, posi- 
tive injury ; hut when the disease begins to assume a chronic tendency, 
then tannin,, properly admini'-tcivd, is very useful, as some astringent 
seems then to be indicated, i always prefer the tannic acid, rather than 
any other article of the class. 

I prefer to give the opium in small doses, from one eighth to one half 
or one grain at a dose, and repeat as often as is necessary. One twelfth 
or one fouith grain given every half hour I think has been more bene6- 
cial than one grain every four or six hours. If the patient cannot bear 
opkim. the ext. hyoscyami, or cicuta, answers very well, gii'en in small 
quaiitaies, and often. The reason, in my opinion, of the inordinate tor- 
mina, is the constant droppini^ or forcing down of ffecal matter from the 
upper bowels, which coming in contact with the denuded surface of the 
rectum cau=e> sevfTe spasm, or griping. The faecal matter, also, is irri* 
tiUi)'^ in itself. When the discbarges from the bowels are very nume- 
rous, a few hours respite may usually be gained by introducing a pill of 
a couple of i^rains of opium witliin the sphincter ani, and letting it re- 
main as louL^ as is necf»s<arv. or until it is expelled. Almost entire 
ablinence from food is of course indispensable. Beef-tea, gruel, tapioca, 
rice-water, cnist-eotfee, &:c., are all that is necessary until the patient 
hecomt's convalescent, and even then great care is necessary to avoid a 
relapse, if ihe bowels are very tender, warm fomentations, or a few 
Iwlu'sr, are usually sufficient. General bionH' tiing I very seldom re- 
sort to, unless in a very plethoric and inflauuuatory diathesis, for local 
Weeding I consider preferable in a majority of cases. If tlie stomach 
sympathizes, and the patient is troubled with vomiting, creosote, 111 
the proportion of one drop to 5j. of syrup morph. dup. in drachm 
doses, will in most cases produce relief; if not, sinapisms to the region 
of the stomach will act iavombly. Of course other treatment is aomo- 
times oecessary, but I have given a simple outline of mij practice, and 



solicit further thoughts frntn tiie correspondents of iba Jamil im nb- 
tion to the important subject which I have iieebly diximnd 
Roa^mry, Aim., October^ 1851. 



AMPUTATION OP THE FORE-ARM. 
lOttaiMSlcatfd 9t9 ik« BMtra ll«dlnl Sargkal J«mal.} 

Mk. Thomas Clark, ai^ed 35, wliile atlelnplln^, on Tuesilay last, to 
disengage a leather Ix li from a wheel shaft tliai was rotating rapidly, 
was cauoht by the haiul in it, drawn op tu the location of the ^hali 
(about one \\k)\ below the ceiling) and trie arm was twisted around it, 
causiiig d aiiiiple fracture of the humeru.-, and a compound and corami- 
DUted one in the fore-arm about equidistant from the wrist and elbow. 
At thfl foiMnn liicture the soft parts were lacerated and torot and 
muscukr and Uniikwm portions of the palroaris longus and flexor caip 
nlnaris onuscles ditwo out to the length of six inches from the point of 
fracture. Considering the fracture above, and ii]>on examination Bad- 
iog considerable oomminotion, I resolved to amputate, which was does 
about four mches below the elbow-joint. The patient has been doia| 
Well ill I runi eveiy indication promises a speedv recovery. 
Mtdford, MaMM.y Oct. Wik, 1651. Milton Fuujw» M.O. 



NICOTIAN GEOPONIC8. 

BT STKraCM J. W. TABOR, M.D., SHELBrRME PALIS, HAM. 

[Commuiiicatcd fur ihe ll<r»toii Me<<i> :il niiii £^llr ji( n) Juiirnal.] 

In 1781. there appeared in Ronu' a quarto volume, v, ritfen by a .I' mi i 
iiiunk by the nanic ol Jo-'-pb Kofirli^nics dc M»'llo. rntitled J}e Kiuli- 
ch Brasili4f Rdfus (^m/iinwn, Ijihri iv. Tb»*<e potMii* were ( onijKM'd 
while I)c Mello was an inhnhilant of the Portu^ufse Colony ol liiazil, 
and arc consequently American produciiojjs, though Brst published in 
Italy. They are written iu Latin hexainett?r vei-se, in imitation of the | 
Qtoma of Virgil, and the Pr^iwn Mmtiium of Father Vaiicere, ^ 
tbougn not, of coune, so elegant as the work of the Roman poet, 
nor bdeed as that of the French Jesuit. It is a collection of geopooic ' 
poemsi and a pioneer of its class on this continent. From the woii «e ; 
father that the aothort though bom in Oporto» might almost be OQoside^ ' 
id & native of Brazil, having been earned to that country when veiy ^ 
young. It only falls within the compass of this article to consider the ! 
poem upon toboeco^ though that upon manioc—^ Cmkura Hadku ' 
Brazilic^ff and upon ibe management of cattle — " d* €Wrd Bvm m I 
Braxilidf are well worthy of notice. The book is very rare and of ^ 
inuch excellence, but has been allowed to go out of print, aod has never 
been translated into any of the moflem languages. I propose, tlierpfoir, 
as a medical curiosity, to exhibit some specimens of the work whiLti re- 
late to a well-known article of the materia medica. The third poem of 
the eollectioa is entitled Cukurd Uarba iV*co<taa« in Mraziliat 
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occupying pp. 151 — 1G9 inclusive. The author treats of tiic lubacco- 
nlant ss it is found in Brazil, and as respects versification and resem- 
blance lo the classics, in points of style and correct Latinity, it is quite 
equal to the once celebrated Bymim Tabad of Tborius. True it 
is, there are many new terms and many unclassical words— many ex- 
pressions 

** That f««ttld have made Qniactiliaa itaie aiid gMpi*** 

but it roost be recollected that De MeDo was describing what was un* 
known to the Romans, and therefore this could not be otherwise. He 
commences the poem, De Cultvrd Ihrbm NieotiatuBf by considering 
the growth and cultivation of tobacco, its preparation, manufacture and 
oommerce, and then describes its uses as a luxury in a style of agreeable 
pleasantry and humor well fitting his theme, and not at all in the vein of 
one who was himself an enemy of the wred, but still far behind the eulo- 
gies of Isaac Hawkins Browne and Raphael Florius. The structure 
ond f^atiniiy of his verse may be seen in the following extracts, com- 
meociog at the beginning of the poem 

•*Ni»nr mihi, Nicolii de uonuie dieta, sapra* Ad Imreato btin, stat. nomino dlrin Taltacum, 
luua Insula in Oceano magno, rtgiiata BrilaimU. 

Berba labor sit. Ph«Bbe Paler. casisqueSoKom Illic, nunc usa vulKatam, repperit bcrhain 

Aoimile incoeplM, tier nnn plantaria mcciim Nicolius priniiim, atquc alia.s inde orMs in orat 

Wpiciie, et, qutp coiivciiial cuitura, dweie, Invexii : quare pere^rinam ct Brasila leltus 

Quo riironda niodo Iblin, ct quo d<;iiiqii(> pucto Acccpit, sed at in<ii^'riinni romplexa benqpMeit 

Tonjuenda iu fcmem } uade puleoa coadatur ad Alma siau | ii«e plauta solutn fclicius ulliim 

usuin IJsqiiain ahbi jiibi narte futi, quam rura fcracis 

PoT^aodi cerebri pulvis; qui nunc dnbit idem Brasillje. Sed iion ^Icliain lanipji illiusomooai 

Vail matcricai canliM, id«nM|oe caneiido .<£que amat : ia primis pij;r«e vicina iMdudi 

SdBeiel ma : aobb nam, sumpio, Stare borret, ibiiiaqtie tiahm lubpallida, morbo 

Vena fality ▼eatiuiliiiie triaeias ad carmioa Mii> l^onguc^icit. Ncc rura nimis tiM pintruiajxMcit; 

Uf. Seii iiec agros iteiito efToetoii, ubi nuUa vuroacmit 

^ Maxinm qva apeetal Tbeadea America, i«- Arbiista, el raio veaiil «e Kramioe lallua. 

Pneleree,*^ Au:. 



The foregoing will suffice to give a general idea of De Mello's com- 
mand of the Latin languat^p, and of his powers as a bucolic poet. His 
productions well merit a skilful poetical translator, and, thus rendered, 
would afibrd both entertainment and instruction. Although venet may 
be considered out of place in a standard Medical Journal, yet as the cu- 
rioQS poem here introduced relates to a powerful therapeutical agent, and 
one interesting from its nlmost univcma! ron-ninption. 1 nm induced to 
pre<f-nt an Englisli version of my own, of i*art 1. of thib rare American 
Latin •ri'or^ic. The poetical deforls of my tmnslntion 1 would charno in 
part lo tlie nature of llx' ^nhject, for however \v(^ll the dfL-'nity of the Latin 
ton::tio will ennoble hutnble things, yet caterpillars, compost, grubs, and 
ihf like, do not so easily accommodate themselves to the fetters of Eng- 
lish mrtre and rhyme. The methods of preparing the soil, and cultivat- 
ing ami manufacturini^ tobacco in Rra/il, during the time of De Mello, 
iidiufdlly lend U5 to contrast iheni with those used in the United States, 
and more particularly in those towns in Massachusetts where such a crop 
is raised. 

Finn wqqM I ria^ lean NiccrtN herb diviaa : Nnr let me ask fef melody in Tain : 

A'i, Faitif-r Plxcbus, an<l v<' iiuiofiil Nine! Teach im- l<> ti ll Tolntcoo's wond'rooK power, 

All^ou cbatte Sisters auimale my sirain, And on niy numbers all your graces ifaower : 
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Teach what the ruhurc that iite plant rercivcs, 
Ami wliat lha rhmIv Io drv an'l cure the iMvet; 
lldw ilicsc are twistcii into ro|i«s liv art, 
\\ hich III ihi'ir turn the ma^ic >.iiufl inipurl'— 
A |>ow<Jer f>owcrful to |Hl^^c the lirain, 
And furaisb maitcr for the poel'v tinm. 
Which «iiK aufficc u> fill bit Mul with lira. 
And l>nrninff ihiM|;bu aiid fiowinf words Id- 

spire r 

W«, whm we take it, fed our fpeoioi riw, 

A ii'i 'inr iiivrtitii iji (.-.! wilh rich !iup|>]ies } 
Fancy our vigit >v»c'vieiis sutii pro|ouff«, 
Aiid meiliesome, ihe Mums rnnie with Mugs. 

A n sioii owning siea-gfiit AlUioirs swiiy, 
Fhc ill tlie Western Octjan hid away. 
Fir^t hold the hert>, ihouirh then unknown to UonBf 
Wbich every peopie uuw Tubaccu nuue. 
Ntrot WAK fjf>t lfa« treaiitre to prorfare ; 

Brtt/si cfJive welcome to a plant >o lilesi, 
I'hat seem'd fnAtvd for her AniUttl hrcasl, 
Mr.r»'> ihiu riH licrS- repayinsT rrirc ami loil| 
An<t moil. Ui.ui iill a<l;i[)ted u, h. r >oil . 
8tUI not to every gleU^ d(>e<t it iiK lino, 
For mariitv laotit wtU tunke it droop and pine, 
8trurk with di«»8«e the [iIhih no vij;of knows. 
Hut pale aii<i sickly, lan^iisliinuly grow», 
Nor t>eiter wilt it landtf too hrh enuure. 
Or thrive ia will impoveridi'd aiid poor» 
SoiU without slrcogth Io bloon with gmeeM 

Or spn-itd i;reen her^aje to the healthful t»rrrzc. 
Mor do*!s It like new land« all t>lack with smoke, 
Rou<;l> with iMirn'd trees and to no culture broke j 
For soil wh < li in ', r to tilla;»e vieldtnl Iruit, 
is much too wtld the eeutler plants to suit. 
Tobacco love* It Mack and sandy ground, 
NVIj li. '.-11-. J dry, fit Ibr the'lu rl> i> toufld. 
With rich mauure first snturaie ytair larul. 
Or botler, mix the c oni[>osi well with «anH ; 
Then Willi til > mixture cover o'. r } • ur fi< l l. 
And lor ^ollf cure, it l»otuiteous crops will vn«ld. 
Thus first tlio fjlebe with judgment yott sefocl/ 
And then with li iices Hriii tlu* tract proleel ; 
Lest when at nifflit you lose yourselt in sleep, 
Mischi«'\ OILS cHiih' evil vi«j-|> k<'ep, 
Trend down ^'our herlM with dejutUiing feet« 
And make mom lha havoc tnoai completa. 
When thus your plot is safely r'^^ -! .ir. irhd, 
Next with a harrow tear up all tiic ground, 
Then furrows diff, (he rows one loot apeit, 
That ample space the plants may havetOSlarl^ 
Room lor the root>< to ramily below — 
Room for the stalks to rise and ihriv* mid gnm } 
Ami (hat no harm may to your crops enure, 
From neiiihhoriiij^ lu rt)a;j<' keep tlieiu well se- 
cure. 

Thu^ il the tiny seeds ia beds you sow, 
Soon will Ihcv pcrtninatc and finely grow, 

The tender leaves will to the surf r.' riti<j. 
And ptis9U)]S lime will .streng^th ami volume bring. 
Tlicn wilh fresh latw, nnd sa{»iirions toil, 
With care traii>plHiit 'h. m from their oaial mI1» 
111 other furrtiwa let the roots b« tix'd, 
Where, ^^i :!i the earth, rich compost has been 
mix'd ; 

Then, in due season, view, with joy elalc. 
Both stems and leaves liroujr^iit to a rij>enM state. 
Yet, when the fmiilul fields with plaola are 
ffreen, 

Sic t!i.ii no worms upon the shoots are SCOBy 

No cateroillars iu a murdVous train, 

fio loug-icgg'd loctists, gruba, or other buie. 



But ihe eruea u the ^eiite«t pe^t 
Of all tlie vermin wli . Ii the herbs infest: 
This little foe with teeth destructive kill.H, 
And venom o'er the mauoled plaut.s di>tiU ; 
8({ualid they languish, (laceid, wan, and |>ale. 
And with no sueu^, iiroai weakness pioe asd 
fhil. 

Gnat-, iIi.MiIful sri.(!ri:c>, n!tl!<Mi<:h ^iii;i!t in ^ize, 
Ati^'k the cro|>s aii«l ui^Le ii>e hcrUs liieir priae; 
In serried bodies, thick and black thcv fly, 
Ati't t !nnf«. on ulii< l) trrrly settle, die; 
Tine lierba' rich juice ibey »uck with>leofler bills, 
A tlieA which waales, emacialet, and kdk ; 
The leaves arc picrc'd by many a peedy ^nat; 
'I'hc planu grow poor to make these vermin firt. 
From woes like tiiesc, that threat the fertile field, 
The farmer tries his g rowuy crops to shield 3 
He boms tmpleasant «idoni o'er his land. 

And scatters thc^e |«Trinnc^ on evrfv t,,ind. 
All acrid fumesi the tnbc of gnats prtn nko, 
An<i Ihe crura Ifiea awav from stuokf 

Ai' ■111 ill. |>;.inrs uo growing lree-> »!iou|d •priflg. 
Lc^i (it-^is »atl gnats they to lite rrop^ »boukl 
bring ; 

Ltesl mid liie leaves may hide the insect curse, 
Whence o'er the fiehls in royriatk ibey ilifperse. 
Shrubs, undestroyed, will vei yoa mofa and 
more. 

And thick and laqgled spread yoor Mice 0%, 
Steallii:; 'ne juico whicD soil* yoor befba 

On M inch the hope* and vows of planters rest. 
When age aao growth to crop the plaals ad^ 

vi«.e, 

TlM»y ar< :tispectcd by the mastet'a tjm} 
To derogate this task he does not dare. 
Or rashly trust it to a servant's care : 
Lest servile iH'lp should f>rin^'^ hi- lli i.i> to waste, 
And leave* uiiri^ie cut with unthinking haste. 
The planter, now, in person goes aroond, 
Aii'l c.in fiilf^ iii-(>«-< Is his ctiiiM^ Lrrfiuri'! , 
llu M;e»»- kiKi»€ ieavc», which, iaugui^huig aod 
pate. 

Need the excision of the trenchant nail, 
And those whirh green, and yet mifit to cure, 
Hid fair to l>e more healthy ami mature} 
Obftervingly their color he descries. 
And wHh enploriug hand their vrtnt tries. 
\\ heue'er he (eels the leaves with \ iili rntir;h, 
'I'liiii »liows as yet they are not ripe cnuncb ; 
Rut when frown smoodi, Ihey no aoch pnddei 
wear, 

Then is the time — for iiarvesl llieu prejiarel 
Throughout the leafy lands the serx ants s p eed y 
And ail with ardor in the work proceed. 
A part to crop the leaves their business find, 
W Inch others into fitting bundles bind j 
I'hese on their shoulders oihen bear away, 
And to capacious roofs (heir loads convey, 
fiodi leaves and branchea fitMo the ftmi they 
tear. 

Though for a second crop one bod they spate r 

T<» this if).' l.iU(-r rortt itv inif,. iupfif 
And soon about u Iruutiil kavt** anwr. 
Leaves better than the first in real worth. 
And better nourish'd by the mellow earth ; 
For to the first llie soil was rough and nide, 
lliil to tin; second showM a milder mood; 
'I'o the hrsi crop unwiUing bounty show d, 
But on the ftecoind all its power bestowM 
Hence, li ]>.iri'al favors frcclN t-'"'-'. 

Ttw* second growth of leaves becotucs the hest- 
Boeb rates of giuu m ihiid crop eaa basMWf 
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For Xill a Ihird ttme will Ibe lieh leaves grow : 

So she, who \ouii!r, a ntimrrniTs ofr;pr;ni: I"^rc, 
Growu old, has vigor lo bring lorlii uo more. 
.\«iH-, iliffefore, spare ihe (reUle-bearin^ herb, 
Nor lei the oail iu leaves or buds disturb. 
The Kale <hnib, |>ermiiied thus to rise, 
Exulting points its branrhcs lo the skies ; 
Frued irvm the cruel planter's spoiling hand, 
lis leaves enlarge, and numerous buifi expand j 
Like a tall man it towcr» ndnve the ground. 
Ami joyfully is with rich blossoms cruwo'd. 
Proudly at length it puts forth snowy flowers, 
AihI stands arra vM in |.<Miit\ '« ^udy powers, 
^bon \s the tunc lo Itlwim with such display ; 
Suon, by tijc winds, the flowers are blown away; 
No BKJfx.' their hues ^ive pleasure to the sight. 
But all the {jrouud is with the petals white^ 
While from the Stalka the blossoiiia thoa ace 

^ swept, 

8«fe in their purple rups the seeds arc kept ; 

Tm'v' npi ji'il, lurmsh ,i ^uDicient >lorc, 
fjicb sowH, spruig up, aud yield the plantor 
more. 

ne gathcr'd leave*, hoiiaed aaMjr fi«in the 

raiu, 

.\ford a laiK>r unalloyVl with pain. 

Tiw ample )>ara» hava each a atraw-thatch'd 

roof. 

And sylvan walls of twiga, in twisted woof : 
Thew roo£i nbove are hj atrai^ stakes confio'd, 
^Hile imdcmeath no doors preetudb the wind ; 

Rj; /cplur* Idowlii:^' mild, and Boreas nidc, 
'I iifiMigiiout Ihe structure, as they list, intrude 
.Siiiiit tntnsverse pol<^ the plants suspended bear, 
Which yield their juices to t!io fldwinjf air, 
Tli« moisture by degrees is dried away. 



And then the leaves their vivid powen display. 

The herh^ oiire drv, rf move thn»e poor nrid p^e, 
And stem the others wnh a dext'ri>u^ nail ; 
These in smooth piles, the stems thus torn away, 
As wives their napkins, in due order lay. 
This done, the heaps with careful band oA turn, 
Lett, lel\ unmoved, with too much heat they 
bum; 

Lest putreftction eanse a fearftil waste, 

And alt the lfav<'> to spee<iy ruin ha^ir. 

This process o er, toils of more worth begin, 
So be attentive lo the truths 1 sinfif, 
WhiUi I tlie mwle lo t\vi>t ttu' 1» aves reltearse, 
Aud how to twiue the rope <letrt.i in verse. 
Firm in thegroond the bi^honrd forks are fix'd. 
Their prongs apart, a transverse beam betwixt. 
This beam the ropi- eniluares at one end j 
The other makes it in the ridffcs bend. 
At first some leave* are by the tiugeis twin'd, 
And (irmly to the rolling beam confinM ; 
In tills ilie ciiitir\ o of the work consists, 
Aud ihuit begun, hi« rope liie workman twists. 
These from the rid^e* he with skill unbinds. 
And roiintl ihr rvtai'liT in urilt-r wiud-;; 
With tnldc<l leaves he nvv, I1» ila- ivvi!.ied pile, 
7*he beam kept rolling !»y a l>oy the while. 
Another slave attentive han^ls the leaves, 
Another still, behind, the coil receives. 
The twisted length should nol three elN exceed. 
That all the hawls in union may proceed } ^ 
The leaves, thus long when in a rope combia'd, 
Coiling^, should round 1 1n- cNtirtdcr In- twin'd. 
As girts, who spin, draw out a flaxen ihrca<l. 
Ana wind it round their spindles, near the head. 
Til's dntie, aix^ " re^itiiic vciir toil with skill, 
'i'lil with the coils the cylinder you fill. 



MIDWIFERY STATISTICS. 

[Pbom a Mbliograpliical notice, in the Duhlin Quarterly Journal, of a 
vofk OD Midwifery lately published in Loodon^ we copy the following 
bterestiag statistics. The work alhided to, contains reports of the mid* 
wifery practice of the late John Green Crosse, M.D., F.R.S.t arranged 
and edited by Dr. Edward Copeman.] 

"In the first part of tlio work, Dr. Copeman lays before us the gene- 
nl numerical results of Mr. Crosse's midwifery practice^ whence it ap* 
pears, that instruments wore used 84 times out of the entire number of 
cases, amounting to 1377, This §ives a proportion of one in 16*2-5, 
which under any circumstances must be considered hi^h, but ospocially 
so in private pmrtice. Let its compare this with the n'stilts oi Di'. .lo- 
seph Clarkt; and Dr. Merritiian. The latter had recoui-se lo iMslriiinents 
once only in 98 cases; and t!i • jormer pliysirian. in his private practice, 
employed them in the pro|)0(tinii of I out of ^Z\)'y deliveries; and yet 
the inorta lily ainonu paiiciits (in number 3847) was only 1 in 171, 
whilst in Mr. Crossirs statistics ii is I iti 98 1-3. That he nvM)il(.'d lo 
instrumental aiil more rte(|U(M)lly than he should have done was a rellec- 
lion that seemed lo have (K'cinnnI to Mr. Crosse's own mind towards the 
ckne of his career, for we Gnd liic lollowiii^ candid and judicious ob- 
serrations attributed to him : — ' I commenced practice with a most formi- 
dable notion of the difficulties and responsibility of practising midwifery, 
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and a lively apprehensioD of the danger and imnoorality of emoloyiog 
instruments unnecessarily* After some experience, in which 1 htfs 
carefully studied to steer a middle course between the indiscriminate use 
of instruments and too great reluctance to employ them, I am come to 
the conclusion, tliat I have used them more frequently than I ought to 
have done.' 

" Dr. Copoman gives some statistics of his own private practice, which, 
in justice to tins gentleman, deserve to be mentioned. Of 1037 caf^^ 
attended by him, the vectis was used 103 times, or 1 in 9 3-4 ; and the 
mortality to the mothers amounted to 1 only out of the entire number! 
We have thought it well that these two astounding facts should be placed 
in juxtaposition ; since any justification which this excessive frequency of 
instniiTKMital iiilorfiTi'nce may seem to call for, is most amply afRirdod by 
llie results to the motlKMs ; results e\hibitin'_^ a deixrer (if success to which 
not even an approach lias ever been made in tlie practice of any other 
aceoaclieur with whose published writin^j^s we are ac(juainted. lif»ason- 
ing statisiicnlly, ihrrefore (accordinnf to llie custom of the day), what 
more coiivincintr reason could be adduced for deliveiin^ wiili the vecti= 
one oul of every nine of our patients! The ptojioiiioiial fivtiuency ul 
twin cases in Dr. Copeman's practice was 1 in 1 15; in L)r. Clarke's, I 
in 124; whereas, liie hospital returns for England and Ireland yield an 
average of I in 65. This is a curious and interesting result, and shows 
what influence the luxuries and reSnements of highly civilized life pos- 
sess in restraining fecundity." 



OVARIAN DROPSY, CURED BY A SIMPLE OPERATION. 

BY JOHN DOLCLASS, M.D., QUKMTSM DlfiTBlCT, 8. C. 

The subject of the following case was a negro (slave), the property of 
Mr. S. C, of Fair6eld Dist., S. C. She was about 30 years oi age — 

had never borne children, and was said to have been rather notorious fcvr 
sexual indulgence. Her general health had been always good, until 
about three years before 1 operated; she then had occasional attacks of 
pain in the uterine region, with spasm, nausea, &tc., which for a year or 
more were attributed to menstrual irrej^ularity, or other utero-ovarian de- 
rrin^t iticnt, arising from her dissipated habits. Between one and two 
years alter this first disiuriiance of her health, a tumor was fell in ibe 
right side, pretty well corres|)onding with the ovarium. 

DilTertMit modes of treatment had been tried in accordance with the 
conflictiuii views f)f tho>^e who were called on to prescribe for her. From 
the extreme hardness and firmness of the tumor, it was treated (Ir-t as 
simple chronic inflammation of the ovarium or tube; again, as a m;ili^- 
nant enlargement. IVothin;;, however, retarded the development of the 
disease; and in the spring of 1848, 1 was called in, mainly for the pui^ 
pose of removing the enlarged and painful cvarium. 

After a few weeks attention, I determined to introduce a trocar and 
leave the canufa in the wound*— Relieving that frenuent blistering and 
other stimulating a j)plicatioDS had produced firm and perhaps extensive 
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adhesions. Accordingly, in June, 1848, assisted by Dr. J. L. Douglass, 
I made a free incision over ihe most prominent part of the swelling, near 
the linea semilunaris^ down to the sac ; 1 then plunged in the irochar 
about three or four quarts of a tbin fluid, resembling milk aod water, was 
discharged. I then plugged the canula, coofiniog it in ntu by the moat 
simple means. Once a day, for a few days, the plug was removed, 
which gave exit to a pint or more of the same kind of fluid. After 
vbksh, the canula was left open, and carefully taken out and cleaned every 
three or four days. Tlie discharge continued for eight or ten days without 
aay change as to quantity or quality. It then began to diminish in quaiitity, 
and change its appearance gradually to a healthy-looking piu. By the 
first of August she appeared so well that 1 removed tlie canula. A very 
slight discharge of liealtby inn tier continued until December. She went 
Id her ordinary labor on the plantation, however, in Octoher, and has 
continued in good health. She had been able to labor but little for two 
ypar? before, and for several months had been constantly laid ly.— 
Charleston Ahdical Journal* 



NEW LEBANON— ITS PHYSIC GARDENS AND THEIR PRODUCTS. 

The beautiful valley of New Lebanon, situated about thirty miles east 
of the Hutisou river, in the Stale of New York, and noted for its at- 
tractive watering place, the resort of many pleasure-seeking travellei-s in 
the summer months, has long been celebrated for its gardens devoted to 
the culture of medicinal plants, with a view to the supply of apotheca- 
ries, (Iniggists. and others, in all parts of the United States. For a long 
time this business was solely in the hands of the people called " Shakers,^ 
who originated it as a regular pursuit, and who yet are largely concern* 
ed. During the past summer, whilst on a visit to the valley of the 
Hudson, we accepted an invitation from Mr. Henry A. Tilden, to visit 
bb gardens and laboratory situated in the township and village of New 
Lebanon, where be and his brother conduct an extensive business in 
the culture, drying and packing; of plants, and the preparation of medi- 
cinal extracts. The Messrs. Tilden informed us that they have about 
forty acres cultivated under their immediate superintendence, somewhat 
in the following arrangement : 9 acres in taraxacufn, 2 in conimn, 3 in 
hyo.scv''nHis, 3 in belladonna, 3 in lettuce, 3 in sage, 2 summer savory, 2 
strainoii iii:ii. "2 burdock nnH dock, I marjoram, 2 digitalis, 2 parsley, pop- 
pies ami horehound, 1 acuniif and balm. The remaiinKT are occupied 
uiili Iiuiton snake nxil, liiessed thistle, borate, conander, feverfew, 

liollyhoek, iiys-jOi), larkspur, lovai;e, marshmallow. marygold, mugwort, 
mountain mint, southern wood, lanse) , kc. The nnrcotics, especially 
tile l)yoscyaniU3 and be ll.idoima, rec^uire a ricli soil, and they exhaust tha 
land rapidly. These last attain a height in many instances ol live feet, 
but in general (rom three to four. Tlu'y are liable to be preyed upon 
more or less at all seasons of their growth by insects and worms pecu- 
liar lo each, to such an extent, in some instances, as to destroy the ciop. 
Coaittm maculatuin grows spontaneously in all that region of ooimtry, 
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having become naUiralizLtl. It is seen along the roads, and in fields 
that have been abandoned for a time, attaining often tlie height of six 
feet, and presenlinv a striking object to the eye, by reason of its sub- 
divided foliage. For this reason the Messrs. Tllden do not cultivate this 
plant very extensively, but depend largely on that of spontaneous growth, 
which they gather from the country many miles around, as far as tlie 
Vermont line, and in Massachusetts. It is probable that the coniuin 
obtained in this way is really more active, weight for weight, than the 
cultivated, being less sncculeiU. We noticed the Valeriana officinalis 
growing with great luxuriance, apd as high as five feet, although its cul- 
ture has not as yet been much extended. Besides the varieties cultivat* 
ed, large quantities of indiuenous plants are purchased from collectors 
in the West and South, which are required in their business. 

Tlieir factory or labomtoi v is an extensive, oblong, three-storied build- 
ing, in the ba«ieinent of wiiich is a powerful steam engine w hich per- 
forms ilic (louhlc fhitv of propelling the powderini: nppnrntus, and of driv- 
ing a (louble-actini; air-pump connected with their vacuum evaporator^. 

The recent plants intended for extracts are brought lo the niili from 
the {gardens, rediict'd to a coarse pulpy state by a pair of chn-^ers. 
suhjcctcd to a powrilnl screw press to cxtraci the juice. This is clan- 
Ged by c(j:imil;iii. Ml, stiaiiu d, and the jHue juice introduced into the large 
vacuinii apj)ai:itus, holding several hundred gallons, where it is con- 
centrated rapidly lo a syrupy consistence, at a temperatujc varyiuii 110"^ 
— 13(P, almost entirely free from the deteriorating influence of the at- 
mosphere. ]n the construction of this apparatus, they have had a view 
to great extent of tubular steam-heating surface, so as to be able to 
accomplish the very large amount of evaporation their busmesa demands* 
The finishing apparatus is analogous to the vacuum pan of the sugar 
refiners. We witnessed the operation in progress with the thermometer 
standing at F. They make annually ahout 8(100 pounds of ex- 

tracts from green plants and roots, consisttu!; chiefly of conium SiOOOlbs., 
dandelion '-^(K)O lbs., lettuce 1 ^OO Ibs., 8tran>onium 500 Ibs., butieniUC 
800 lbs., belladonna 500 lbs., hyoscyamus 500 |l>$., and so on. These 
extracts in the a iru rebate, according to Mr. Tilden*s estimate, are de- 
rived from about 3UO.U00 lb-;, of green material, and require the evapo- 
ration of more than *20,000 gallons of juice. 

Besides tlifce, a considerable amount of extracts are made from dry 
materials, bolli forciirn and tndi«jennu<!. ns uciitiiin, rhubarb, cainonnlf. 
mny-apple, horehound, cohosh, kc. Tlu v -aw also ahout »'ngaging 
largely in the manufacture of extract of liquorice from foreign root. 

In the po\vf!t'rin<r department thev run burr-stones and chasers, and 
use boltini^ and ducting apparatus. 'I'hey powder large quantities of ma- 
terial on contract, besides that for their special business, aiuouuting annu- 
ally to from 50 to GO.OOO ll>s. 

In the herb department, the quantity of material bandied is very 
large. The plants are brought from the gardens into a large mom in the 
lactory building, where a number of ^irls are employed in picking them 
over to remove other plants accidentally present, and separating die de* 
cayed parts and the stems when desirable. They are then pkeed oa 
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borfles, tod eiposed in the drying-room till properly desiccated. Two 
presses are kept in operation, by which 2000 }t». of nmterial are some- 
nines pressed in a week, aod about 75,000 lbs. per anoum, iocluding near 
300 varieties of plants. 

At the time of our visit, thirty men and five ^rls were engaged in the 
several departments of their establishment. 

When we consider the large amount of extracts of important drugs 
prepared in vacuo, which are thus thrown into the market to re-p)aca 
the former crude products, obtained by boiling down the juices, S&c*, io 
open vessels with a naked fire, according to the old method, we cannot 
but believe that niuch good will accrue to tlie medical practitioner in 
the increased power of these agents. The Messrs. Tilden have, thus 
far, been directly beneficial to the medical interests of the country. 
But they have also been indirectly useful by inducing their neiglibors, 
the Shakers, from motives of competition, to adopt the vacuum pan, in 
lieu of the open boiler, iu the preparation of their extracts* — American 
Journal oj rUuniiacy* 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON, OCTOBER tl, 18dl. 



Exletision Portable Splint. — Dr. E. K. Sanborn, of Lowell, Mass., has 
exhibited to the profession of Boston, an invention of his own, which has 
not only been admired for its simplicity and portability, but also for its 
other meritorious qualities. A prime object in its construction was exten- 
sion, which is accomplisheii by a beautiful piece of mechanism, not at all 
liable to become disordered, because it is a plain screw. There is no force, 
required to maintain a permanont extension, that may not be had in this 
instrument by barely turning liie nut. A crutch under the arm, and a 
perineal brace, so arranged as not to be annoying to the patient, give the 
surgeon entire control of the limb. There is another advantage incident- 
ally belonging to this instrument, that gives it a claim to consideration on 
the score of economy. In fractures of the leg, an extension can l>e kept 
■ i 4 mlly well between the knee and ankle. We understand the New 
York surgeons of distinction give it a hearty approval, as well as tho<:c of 
Boston. If the inventor wotjid forward nn nrtistical description of the in- 
vention, accompanied hy an illustrative drawitin-, a definite idea might he 
formed of the nicchanisnj ; and we hope he may tind it to his advantage 
to be governed by this suggestion. 



Companion to the Medicine C^^.?/.— Messr*. S. S. & W. Wood, of New 
York, Ijave published a small volume of 210 paces, from an English 
copy of Cox'ti Coujpanion, with a title-page elaborate enough to ei* 
pKss the contents of a cyclopeMlia. It makes no pretensions to high 
ground ; the object is to give seamen some general notions how to proceed* 
when taken .sick at 8e >. A vessel rarely leaves port without an assort* 
ment of cnedit itieji, whirh are often dipped into unsparingly, on the least 
aUrm^the s(rotiu''-?Ht b'iu.* -ilwiys supposed the best. We have had 



much experience wilh sick seamen, and appreciate any eflbrU to leikvc 
their hard.^hipft, and especially ihe one uf being probiraied wilh sicLDess 
at sea. Man^ a poor fellow has been lowered over the bulwarks, a ric* 
tim to eicessiTe medicatioo with Qlaober's talts, who might have teai 
shore again under proper treatment. When a man before the mast is ua- 
ble to perform duty, the captiin a^fiuinea the fuoctioosof a physician, and, 
right or wrong, a dose of ssalis is the sheet anchor on which they all rely 
when Jack'^^ \v«^a'hcr brnre«» bcrnme too taut. If one do5;c does not limber 
his sheets, afiot'nT is given, more pot'Mil ihjin the firpt ; aiui if he dioa* un- 
der such aiieiilioiisi, the whole crew knew it wonM hiippon l-t'cau'-e laolher 
Carey's chickens danceil aihwan the bows in ilid la^t gale ! Thev talk 
orer the virtues of ibe departed— ^ow he could 4oQble<Mf a topsail in i 
bloWt quicker than lightning could scorch a feather; and never chewed 
anything but pigtail, which he divided to the last quid with the mess, h 
short, he died like n g^entleman as he was, and the captain gave him ahs 
to the last, wiih liis ow n h.in i ! Now if a sr^ne like thi« can he prTpnt?^, 
and one hardy leliow on ihe deep be inaJe more comfuriahie. t y prr>. 
viding ships wilh this £r"ide-ho()ii: to the medi'^ine c1k:>i, or wiiii Dr. Kir- 
son's excellent Physician lor Ships, their circulation should be eucouragcU 
in our mercantile servk». 



Had the Roman Armies Medical Oficers? — Dr. Simpson, of Edinburg^h, 
whose cf'lebritv extend-5 to two heniisphfre?!, has asked the question — 
" Wa^ the Roman army provided with medtcal officers ?*' and he then 
proceedti to answer it himself in a paiiiphlei of eighteen pages, in which 
the learned professor has drawn Irouj more languages than all his readers 
may understand* Among the researches into Roman aniiquiiies by the 
moderus, such as Rossini, Keonet, Adams, Smith, Ramsay, and others, do 
mention is made of medical men being attached to the troops; and yet 
they were liable to the same incidents of the camp that are common in 
later age«», to rpidemtr?. and to wrmnds from •spears and broad.-words. In 
one of the military letters of Aiir- ^an, in some incidental legal obsem* 
tionjs in the writings of Modesiitui,-, in the Codex Justinian, and in a re- 
ference by Galea to the opportunities for auatontical observation during 
the German wars, Dr. Simpson catches at a thread, which leads him lo 
the conclusion that there were medical officers belonging to the Romta 
army. He finds an order in the life of Aurelian, commanding the soldien 
to conduct themselves quietly in their hospitia-^ntimating they were to 
be nirod grattiitoiisly — and also promiil^atin^f an order to hare thof«e flog- 
ged who made disiurhanre there. Again, in ihe third century, the mili- 
tary physicians had sonie pri\ iU^irej iq relation lo taxes, on account of their 
otfice being beneficial to the public. 

Dr. Simpson has pursued the inquiry with a zeal that distinguishes all 
bis eflbrts« and brought together a collection of little bets, that ooiled 
constitute a sufficient amount of testimony to settle the question, that ths 
Roman army had medical officers. Before the existence of the RomaQ 
empire, it is clear, from the writings of Homer and Herodotus, that the 
physi "ian^ of E'/vpt were both numerous and in hij^h estimation. Died(>* 
rn" Sicrulus expressly declares that, in Ku^vptian loilitary expeditions, ifie 
soldiers were allended to medically, wilhoul expense to them, as the pliy* 
si< ms were paid by salaries from the State. Even Homer intimates thsl 
a medical man is to an army of more real value than many soldiers^oo 
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▼ejriof dM idea, my dietioetly, ibat the profeeaion ima ftcogniaed, and no 

doubt siiataioed by the government. 

Housesteads, in Northumberland, contains many memoriale of the Ro» 
mans. Thirty years since, a monnmentiil tablet was discovered there, 
r^red lo the memory of their Medicus Ordinarius, by the first Tiinc^rian 
Cohort, whirii, wlien translated, reads thns: — *' Sacred to the gods of liie 
shades below. To Aniciu!> Ingenuus, Physician in Ordinary of Cohort, 
tfce first of the Tungrians. He lived twenty-five vears." Again, Scribo- 
oia Faustina raised a monument to the manes of her httsband, L. Cceliui 
Afrian, physician to the second Italian legion, who died at the age of forty* 
nine years and seven months. 

On the whole, this inquiry is a curious literary research, and evinces 
the learning and perseverance of the author. 



Rrmedy fir Diteates of the Chest and Lungs. — We received from New 
York, some time since, a communication for the Journal, containing the 
following recipe for compounding a preparation alleged to be useful in the 
treatment of diseases which are considered the precursor-^ of pulmonary 
consiimpiHtn. There was so much that was objectionable in the manner 
in which the announcement was made of the "discovery," as it was call- 
ed, of this prescription, that the paper was laid aside as inadmissible. On 
looking it over again, however, we see no objection to inserting the recipe 
itself, as physicians may find the combination sometimes useful, with the 
eipress declaration that we do not recommend it as an ** anti-consumption 
svrup " or as a specific for any complaint* The syrup is prepared by " Dr. 
J. X. Chabert, at his laboratory. No. 431 Grand st., New York." 

"R. Mucilago cochlea terrestris (excicat.), 1 lb. Reduce the mucilage 
to a powder, antl dissolve in ort" quart l)oiHn£r wnter. R. Vinia odoranta 
(flores), papava rhajas (flores), ulilia a otliciualis (flores), aa Z 'w. Infuse 
the flowers in two gallons of boiling water; when about as wurm as new 
milk, strain. R. Lichen islandicus, fucus helmiiuiio-corton, aa Z Wr, 
ilthoa officinalis (radix), 1 lb. Pat these into one gallon of milk warm 
water, and macerate long enough to enable you to remove all the impuri* 
ties. When clean, put them into a proper vessel, with three gallons of 
water, and boil slowly till all the mucilage has been extracted from the 
plants; then strain. Then mix the three preparations to£Tpiher in a brass 
kettle, and boil^ovrr n jrentlc fire, and add, K. Sacchar. alba opt., 30 lbs. 
Boil till it has forujed a rich syrup; then clarify with white of csfgs, or 
icthioc. Russ. ; boil till it is reduced to 60 pints ; put it into pint bottles, and 
when cold add to each bottle R. Solutio acetate morphia (Magendie's for- 
mula), 3i* Doee for an adult, half a wine-glass three times a day in 
milk or marshoiallow tea. Give children in proportion to their age.*' 



Smitkern Medical Reports. — As far as noticed, the medical press throujfh- 
out the Union has spoken in terms of warm commendation of Dr. Fenner's 
very valuable Reports. Volume Second, for 1850, contains general and 
special reports on the medical topography, meteorology and prevalent dis* 
eases in Louisiana, Alabama, Mittsissippi, Sooth Carolina, North Carolina! 
Georgia, Arkansas, Tennessep. Texas and Caiifoniia. Its comprehensive 
character, the minuteness of the details where at all essential; the vast 
amount of practical knowledge gathered by discreet, observing medical 
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gentlemen ; and the effect the whole ii celcnlated to have in soeHinhig 

the public health, by providing practitioners with information respecting 
the cleitif'nt^ of disease fit thr South, toflfelher with the niodifyinj^ influ- 
ences ihai have Hi cti lected by the ^lile of the profession in eleven 
States, render the work one of no liille importance, and it should receive the 
sustaining patronage not only of individuals, but of townb, couniies, and 
legislative bodies. We have long known tlmt Dr. Fenner ie inde&tigtbie 
in whatever research he undertakes ; bat he has gone beyond our expects** 
lions, and has gathered, from various sourres, information that gives him a 
claim to the thanks of the brotherhood, while we are all gratified by tbe 
merited distiaciion he has won by his unremitting industry. 



Health of the Season. — Correspondents have not given us intimation of 
any iirmsual amount of typhus in the country about, and yet the nurnbor 
of deaUis from thai disease i-hovvs that cases have heen very n iiuM '^'ss the 
present season. Dysenteric atfecliuns, loo, in Hoslua and the niuucUiate 
viciiiily, have proved diiiicull to manage, if not taken very sea^oiiaUv. 
Notwithstanding this, the measure of public health has been such, thus it 
in October, as to lead to the hope that the whole of the fall season will be 
a favorable one. At Quebec, a choleraic tendency was manifested from 
the latter part of August to the beginning of the present month, and two 
hundred and ten deaths occurred. New Orleans has continued free from 
any epidemic. 

Prevention of Gout. — Those who are desirouii of preventing gout 
should study all the occasional causes of the attacks, and do every thing 
to avoid them. The simple rules of diet recommended for indigestion 
should be adopted; stimulants may be permitted in moderate quantity, 

and really active exercise in the open air should be taken regularly day 
by day. In this, as in all other diseases, there is no general rule; the 

f!ii!-<> of s^mn may €yo\] lie in too spare and a!)>temious a dit-t ; in some 
hubilb' a certain amount of good living is as necessary, to keep ofl' disease, 
as is the reverse in others; therefore, nnder diHerent circinnsiances the 
diet must be diminished where it has been loo full, and increased where it 
has been too spare. Where habits of indolence and inactivity have become 
habitual, regular exercise of a proper amount must be gradually arrived at. 
Where a long train of rich food has been the custom, the change must be 
equally gradual. All the rules of health recommended in other diseases 
must he studied and apph'ed according to the circumstances of each par- 
ticuhir case; and. if the patient will lake the [irnp. r means to iiMiure 
healthv action ni the stomach, the hings, and tiic skin, and give ♦ lov- 
menl to the mind, he may escape for the re^l of his life without any very 
severe encounter with his enemy. — Beale on the Lam of Health. 



Standards for Drug Inspectors. — We understand that the New York 
College of Pharmacy has passed a preamble aud resolutions, inviting the 
other Colleges of Pharmacy to meet in convention in New York« with a 
view to fixing on standards of quality, for the government of Drug Io> 
gpectors, to be recommended to Congress for adoption. This is an excel- 
lent movement, and v*^ry properly originates in New York, where hv tir 
the larger portion of the driig iinporlations arrive. The ohjt'Ct aimed at 
will require much deiiberation to accompli&h it cOectually. We hope the 
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other Colleges of Pharnjacy will respond by sending delcpnics, and thus 
at iea^t have an understand ing in reference lo ihe matier, whirh may ?!ub- 
«pf]Mpntly result in the forrnalion of n tnriff of standards, ra! riilated lo work 
afi iii portanf iinprov cnient in the quality of importations. — American 
Journal oj tkarniacy. 



InoculatioiL and Varxinuiion. — An iiilerestiiig iiistanre of the value of 
inoculatioQ under certain circutnslaiices, has ju^l occurrrd aniui»<j^ the Sac 
and Fojc Indians. The smallpox, which is usually so fatal to the nbori- 
giual race, and which sometimes sweepii ofT whole tribes at orire, recently 
appeared in the Sac and Fox commnniiy. and there ihey were indured to 
diet, encamp together* and be iiioculaiod with smallpox vims. Fifi^en 
I iiiilrod, ofTt of twenty-six hnMdrcd. viiKmititMl lo the opermion. ',\u(\ rmt 
one died that was not previously arii i u i] with the di'jf'ase. Ahout 110 
hnd died belore this ruensurp was adopNHt. Nuac 'noli the dicieus>c who 
had been previously vuccuiaied. — IStw York Med. Timts. 



Ni w D( vt(il Cnlhs^c — Bv a circular from Dr. A. Weslcoit, Dean of the 
Faculty, we learn llial a new College for Uai hiui^ Denial Surjjery is com- 
mencing its operations at Syracuse, N. Y. This will be the third in ihe 
country of its class, the two others being located at Baltimore and Cinrin- 
nati. It will be seen that in the N. Y. Medical College, of ihii* city, a 
course of lectures is provided for upon Derital Surgery, by the appointment 
of Professor Allen to this chair. Every effort to elevate this department 
merits roniinendation, for its importance cannot be overraied. — iV. York 
Medical Gazette* 

MtsceUany. — Dr. Bui;l)pe, of Bellows Falls, \ t., lias resigned the care 
oflbe po»i-ofIice there. — The Army Board of Medical E.xantiners for Sur- 

Sons in the service of the United States:, will be in sesttion in the city of 
ew York, on the 20th of the ensuing Novemb«»r.— A nie«»iiiig of the 
FrafjUin Medical Associaiiort, Mass , was held OiM. l,«»t , when Dr. C. I. 
Knowlton read an expo^e of Hoinaopathy, which elicited il e thanks oi the 
Society. — Dr. Whitney, of D (Uiam, Mass.. removed th»" parotid inland last 
week, in a very sl<ilful and sni re^sful manner, says a correspond. iit. 
Two arteries \V(?re secured, as :i pieliminary. the patient heintr hi (i' l liie 
influence of chloroforju. — A monthly meeting of the Sutiink District 
Medical Society, our readers will remember, takes place on Saturday even- 
ing next» at half pasi 7 o'clock. — Dr. Paul F. Eve, of Augusta, Ga., has 
accepted the chair of Snr^^ical Anatomy and Clinical Surgery in theMedi* 
cal Department of the University of Nashville, Tenn. 

To Corrkspo.hu r,N t$ — Auoilter leuer, by Mr. U. F. Fabicr, has Ijccu received from Loudon, 
Md ttill be ioMfled next week. 



Mar HIED. -.William H. ^nz^, M D.. of Hartford, Cooii., lo Miss E. V. Finoey.— Dr. C. Kol> 
ledi, orcberaw, ,S. C, to Mini M. fl. Sbaw. 



UMtluin Boatnn — Inr we«k ending Satuniay noon, Orl. 11th. 54. — Males, 2<> — f«m«le*, 28. 
lR«*««e of bowfU, ,T — iiiflaiiimalion of hnwrU, '1 — tliseasc of brain, 2 — consumption, II — ron- 
vui-ii!ii-, I — rlmlcra infantum, .T — <lyseiitcry, 3 — diarrhrpa, 2 — drowned, 1 — dropsy, 3— dropsy of 
i>r^o, debility, I— lypboid fever.3— luiiff fever, t— hooping co«tgb, 1— ^nCuUle, 6— manual u«, 
S-Hneeslet, 1— old iige, t— .tnmor, 1— tftiknown, worms, I. 

t'li '. r 5 vear-i, 20 — l.i iwtHMi and ^0 year*;, 0 — bclwccn 20 and 10 vi'Mrs, 13 — hetw«Tii '0 
60 years. 9 — over fiO year*, 4. Americans, 26 \ foreigner* and children of foreigners, t\i^ 
Ibi afaow indHdea 7 ileatlu il Uie CHj Inalhutiona, 
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TYPHOID FEVER IN PHILADELPHIA. 

[Fran a Saniuiry lUpoit lo the IMcal Society of Pmitylvmit, bj Isaac PAiimiui, M.Di^ if 

PbibdeliAia] 

A cosvsiDUUBLB number of cases of typhoid fever occurred during the 
year IBoO, some of which originated in malarial districts, and seemed, in 
their early symptoms, more allied to ordinary remittent than to the pe> 
euliar enteric fever described by modem writeia under the tenn typhoid* 
The total number of deaths from typhoid fever, in 1850, reported by 
die Board of Health, is 107, the highest number, 27, occurring in the 
1 0th month (October). How many of these cases originated in the 
city proper it is impossible to say ; while, in the present state of opinion 
OB thb subject, it is difficult to arrive at accurate results in regard to its 

What is denominated by some practitioners typhus, is called by others 
typhoid ; while remitltent, or even intermittent fevers, of a protracted 

low ty[)e, may be classed as typhoid by some observers. 
Personal observations have convinr.ed us that the peculiar lorm of 
' • t^r described by Louis, Barilett, and others, as typhoid, and by Dr. 
Vuxid enteric, has existed within the city limits during the year, and 
liie te^tiiiuKiy of medical irieods, well qualitied to judge, is equally clear 
uj)on tins point. 

The lir.->i case which fell under the observation of the writer occurred 
in a lady, about 40 years of age, residing in north Second St., in the 
viciuily of the great fire of July 9th. Soon aiter this event, ihis indi- 
vidual, who was of a nervous temperament and in feeble health, sicken- 
ed with a fever, supposed to be consequent upon the alarm and anxiety 
ooeasioBed by the ore. She had chilliness, violent pain in the hack and 
limbs, extreme restlessness, tnability to sleep, loathing of food, furred 
tODgue, a leeble and rapid pulse, great muscular weakness, and constipa* 
tion. This state of things continued for several days beibre I saw her. 
I diiected mild purgatives, diaphoretics and anodynes, believing the dis- 
ease to be the result of mental agitation, and supposing that it would 
subside in a few days. 

The fever, however, increased, alternating with copious and exhaust- 
ion sweats, and without any diminution in the frequency of the pulse, 
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which nn beyond ISO. The thim was urgent, and the akin, at tana, 
burning hot. There were no red apots or sudamba oa the abdomen, 
nor were the bowels loose, aa ia generally the case in typhoid fetcr. 
Aa the disease advanced, the nervous ajrmptoms became moce urgeot, 
the weakness was extreme, subsuitus tendinum and delinum supervened, 
and the breathiii;r became irregular and laborious. The lungs appeared 
at times to be almost suspended in their movements, tlie diaphragm aod 
abdominal muscles being in laliorious and irn'L'uIar action. 

There was no evidence of pneumonia or l>roi)chttis. nrul the peculiar 
character of the respiration indicntcH «frnnL:Iy nervous exhaustion. Tlits 
was coti pled with irr^'nt init.ihiiiiv of the stoinaeh, and the ivj*-cliO!i of 
nauri^hnient nnd ^fiMiMlanf-. nitiinjf oti" the chief means of re-torin2 
the vital fon c^, and lin- patient ^uak into a deep coma, and died oa about 
the twelfth day of the disease. 

The lun^s were found to be piMf.cily healthy, in a po«t-mortem exa- 
mination ; but, ovx iivj; to the heat of the weather, and the shortness of 
the time allowed for the cxamiuaiton, the iiiucuus membrane of tlie bowcii 
\^as not ins pec led. 

A yomvj^ woman, about 30 years of age, who nursed this patient, 
attacked (7th month 30th), a week after her death, with chillmess, Ibl* 
lowed by fever, with pain m the hack and limbs, and stiffness of the 
joints, siraulatinir articular rheumatism. A small dose of medicine, girea 
four or 6ve days from the commencement of the disease, brought on co- 
pious purging, which it was necessary to check with anodynes. The 
patient had a disgust for any kind of food, and when urged upon her was 
very apt to vomit; the stomach whs, indeed, very intolerant of medi- 
cine and drink, and the patient would sometimes have bilious vomiting 
on awakiuLi from sleep, aod without anything having been given to ex- 
cite it. The tongue was coated with a dens*-, slightly-yellowish fur, 
which cleaned off at the end of eight or nine days, leaving it smoodi, 
red, and molnt, and assuming, in a little time, a yellowish appearance, 
with an occasional tendency to dryness. The pulse was rising ICKX 
weak and «;nin!l. Muscular strength greatly impaired ; dizziness of lii" 
head, and sickness on rising froni the pillow. IVi^pirution frequent and 
copious, attended with lieat of <;kin, without any marked diniinuiinn 
of the freciuenry of the pulse until the approach of convalescence. No 
delirium or jiain in the head ; no n-d spots, Huciamma or tympanitis. 

These syinj)toms continued, with but little al)atemenl, fc»r about three 
weeks, after uhich a i^radual amendment took place. The irritability 
of the bowels diniini^liL-d, nnd the stools became consistent and natural. 
The appetite iujpruved, and the pulse went down to its natural stanciatu, 
though great weakness, stiffness of the limbs, and iniiability of the sto- 
mach, continued for several weeks longer. The hair came out during 
this period, leaving the patient almoat bald, but grew again after her 
health was esuiblished* 

The dtarrh(Ba» frequent pulse, muscular debility, neuralgic pain, and 
the continued form of the fever, taken in connection with the ciicom- 
stances of its origin, sufficiently indicate the character of the above case, 
although aeveral symptoms, which are usually set down as maiiiog tj' 
phoid lever, were absent. 
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Tbe DeKC case occuri'ed in the «^ar1y part of the 9th month (Septen* 
ber), in a young woman of about the same a^e, and praaented many 

points in common with that just narrated. There was the same neu- 
ralgic pain and stifibess of the joints, with loathing of food, dizainess oC 
the bead, nausea and Tomiting, diarrbcjea, great muscular debility, &c. ; 
the fever and diarrhcsa continuing* without decided amendment, for about 
ihree weeks, when a gradual amelioration of the symptoms became mani- 
tl'?t, and convalesc^Mire was evidenced by a return of the ap[)etite, the 
establishment of healthy fecal pvacuations. and the redurtinu of the puUe 
to its natural standard. Tlie recovery was very slow, and the hair came 
out, as in the previous case. 

This patient had not been exposed to the disease, and was living 
comfortably in a healthy part ot ilie city. No one who attended upon 
her, or visited her, was attacked. 

Tile next case was in the 10th month (October), and was clearly 
traceable to a forei;;n source. The patient, a little girl of ubouL lii 
years of age, daughter of an officer in the custom house, had been on 
a visit to Carlisle, Cumberland County, where an epidemic typhoid fover 
was pfevailing. There her brother sickened with it, and was quite ill 
for several weeks. When he had sufficiently recovered, the family r^ 
turned to the city, and in a few days the little girl complained of chilli* 
oess, pain in the back, stiffiiess of the joints, languor, loss of apptite^ 
lie She kept about for a week before I saw her. She now had diar- 
ih(Ba« was restless and feverish at night, with a pulse rising 100. The 
discharges fiom the bowels were yellow, and about the consistence of 
TDush, and occurred five or six times a-day. (These thin, yellow stools 
i have observed in a number of cases of this disease.) There was the 
wne loathing of food as in the other cases. Tlia tongue, which was 
beavily coated, began to clean in Uie centre about the 6fteenth day, 
presenting a dry, chapped surface underneath. The loosening of the 
ilir was preceded by accumulations of sordes about the gums, and a 
liow of saliva, with the odor of salivation, although the patient had 
taken but two Liainij of calomel, in divi li d portions, live or six days he- 
fore. At this period there was a teiKi 'ti' v to drowsi!i("ss. with slight 
subsulius, and a more feeble and frequent pulse. As in the othor cases, 
ihpre was vomitin"; of bilious matter from slitjht motion, and someurnes 
after awakin;^ from sleep, without anyihiug having been taken, and with- 
out previous nausea ; and this tendency to emesis was noticed to be 
more frequent when the diarrhcea was checked, and vkc versa. There 
was also in this case, when the patient was at the worst, an involun- 
tary contraction of the fingers, continuing for several hours, which I re- 
garded as a sort of prolonged subsultus. No deluiam, except a little 
mdering of the mind at dmes, after awaking from sleep. Sli^iht tym- 
panitis at times, No sudamma or red spots were observed. This pa- 
tient began to convalesce in the Iburth week of her illness. The hair 
eame out at a later period ; and it was several weeks after convalescence 
was established benre her strength was restored. 

Remarks.^Thb above cases may serve to illustrate the form of fever 
10 which the name typhoid has been recently applied, and which is to 
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be met with id the city of Fiiiiadelpbia, duriog the greater part of 
year. 

It usually occurs in youn«» subj<M:t?^, nnis a protracted course, and 
manifests a train of symjHoms by no n)»*ni)s uniform. How far these 
fevers are dislinct and |)«:"ruliar, and whctln'r ihcy are entitled to a dis- 
tinct clcisslficntion, are fjueblions aliont whicli there is still a ditr»-renceo( 
sentiment aiiK>ngst men of hijh auiaority, and out* w hicli we Ho not pro- 
pose to discuss in the present report. — Traiu, Vtnn, State Med. Society. 



ON THE RECIFROCAL AGENCIES OF MIND AND MATTER. 

{CoaUnM«d Inm 213.) 

Iir addition to the expression of the eye and countenance, to sleepless- 
Dets and alienation of feelin^, in insaoityf there are numberless and va- 
rious indications of change in the mental condition, such as thougbtiiil* 
oess, inactivity , neglect of and apparent indifference to former pursuits and 
pleasuceSf abstinence, constipation, vitiated secretions, sudden impubes, 
restlessness, extravagant schemes, suspicion, sudden bursts of laughter 
or of tears, Sic. &.c. Some forms of msanity, indeed, so closely resem- 
ble aggravated cases of hv^^tf^-ia. a<: almost tn idMnttfy tfiem, esperialfv tn 
that form which i-^ tertTifd llnAomanin. Ilt're lliere is ijenerallv some 
irregularity in the uterine (unction, logetijer with excited iniaiiinaiion, 
protracted de«ire, and i^reat su'srt'ptibHifv of the whole nervou-^ system, 
of all whicli the inaidt n *• nulli hcnr nupta iiiarito is p < u.iiriv the 
subject. This is anoiiier illustration of the eti'ect of tiie mind on tlie 
body. 

Tile brain is at first oidy sy inpalhctlcally atft'Cted ; but ihe reiteration 
of hysteric paroxysms will occasionally induce a morbid action ol it, 
with delirium, and ultimately insanity — more particularly where the ex- 
citing cause is referable to blighted hopes ancf affections. And when I 
speak of thb as a cause of mental derangement, I will venture, without 
iear of contradiction, to assert that any strong impression on the semv 
rium, or any passion in excess, may give birth to it, especialiy wboe 
there is a constitutional predisposition to the malady* Dr. Pridiani 
(the late commissioner in lunacy) considered the passions and emoiiaH 
the principal and most freijuentty productive causes of madness ; and, 
in common with Pinel, Georget and others, was of opinion that the 
moral causes predominate considerably over the physical. In the 
wealthy and well-educated classes of society there can be but little 
doubt of it, for obvious reasons ; but nmnifL'st the poor and uneducated 
1 believe that the balance will be found in favor of the latter : their in- 
tellect niMy by disn^^e, is less under the influence of excitement ; their 
feelings are mow dull ; their nerves less sen-^ftivp : and, unless roused 
into action by spirituous stiuiulants, their general sus<^'ptibilitv is leiS 
acute. Hence it is that anion '^i the sava^re tribes, where tht* mind is 
totally unrnlfivaK'd, insanity is fomparalively rare. Rush pronounces it 
to be unknown amongst iho INortli American Indians. Intense study, 
OQ the other band, is an occasional source of it \ and the too close ap- 
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plicatkn and over-stmined mental exeitmn in some of the forciog-hcHises 
Ibr poerile intellect called fleminaries,'' frequently lay the foundation 
of oervons disorders, and even of insanity, in those who are delicately 
constituted, or in whom an hereditary predisposition exists. 

Rouswau considered reading to be the scourge of infancy, and would 
not allow his Emilius to learn a line by heart till he was \2 years old. 
Madame de Sevigny says, also — Je suis persuadee que la plupart des 
rnaux viennenl d'avoir le cu! sur selle !'* Children of the present age are 
sometimes too much confined ; and if constrained (observes Dr. Darwin) 
to sit in tfie same place lor hours to^elfirr, are liable to acquire a habit 
of playini,^ w ith their hands, feet, &;c., called tricks, " to exhaust an 
accuiunlntion of ilie irrllabilitv bv which ih^y are iroaded. 

Where tli*^ amount of study exceeds tiie capability of enduring it, es- 
pecially in young subjecUs, fearful consequences may be expected. 
The susceptibility of the immature brain is stimulated at the expense 
of bodily power ; the forced plant is watered with the bluoil ol hie, and 
nature's laws are violated irreparably. Thus, in alluding to the bud- 
diDg genius of unhappy White," Byron exclaims— 

'*Oh ! whal a noble heart wa« here undone, ^ 

When Science self-destroyed her favorite son ! 

Yes, she too much induig^rd thv fond pursuii, 

8be tow'd the seedat, but Death has reap'd (be fruiu 

TwM thine own gumu guve the final Udw, 

Aad hdp^dto plant the wound U»t laid tine low! ** 

Dr. Andrew Combe observes, I have lately seen several instances 
oTinsanity, and also of total incapacity for future useful exertion, brought 
00 by long protracted and severe study, in subjects whose talents, under 
a better system of cultivation, would have raised them to eminence. 
Pope was a remarkable example of this. By excessive application be 
fell into that state of exhaustion which Smollett also once experienced— 
a '*coma vigil ** — a sort of torpid indistinct existence—an action of 
the brain when the principle of life is so reduced, that all external ob- 
jects appear as if passing in a dream ; and it was only by giving up 
study and riding on horseback that he regained comparative health. 
Sir Humphry Davy brought on a severe fit of illness by ovei^xcite- 
ment of the brain in his chemical researches ; and in his interesting life 
of him Dr. Paris has stated that " he was reduced to the extreme of 
weakness, and hb mind participated in the debility of his body."— 
(p. 183.) 

ft is the same with the brain as it is with the musclf^s : exercise 
strengthens and refreshes, but labor weakens and exhausts tiieir power; 
and, as in the lamentable mstance of Sir Walter Scott, where, in the 
decline of life, his embarrassed mind and eircumstances compelled him 
to ibrce the brain beyond what it was willing to supply, it sunk under 
the exertion. 

Let me not, however, by these observations, be branded \s ilh the 
stigma of discouraging literary labor. A man may denounce intoxica- 
tion without abjuring wine — and a physician may prescribe opium with 
tdvsntage, though an over-dose may destroy life. The mind of every 
nui is not only capable of, but improved by a definite proportion of ex- 
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eriion. Attention may h*^. 5^nd ouL'hl to }>»•. kejii u|> for n rprt^in time: 
and. hy frecjuc-nl »'X<'rri.>r, liir siu(iy uiiii li at fn-t orca-imuii lHli<.^€ 
Hiay lir profracttf] uiih lacilily and pni-sued \\\\\\ [iliasure; and ii 
uorUiV of rrconi, liuii inalhemHliciaDij and philoso|jliLis have tjeneraliv 
aiumcd a considerable age — so that e?en abstract calculuiluii, or corrt-ci 
thinking, does not appear, with ail these delirious vi&iiauoiis^ to shorten liie, 
or Sir Isaac NewlOB would have died loog beibre be reached his 85ih 
jeor. MaifaeoMUCi have, io laet, been tummdmnd to be propbjUo 
tie of insanity, instead of inducing it ; and Ptaio desigiMled mattMiii* 
cal deoMosuaiioDS the piugatiycs of tbe soul." Ccrtainlj, as tbe 
bte Sir Henry Halford observed^ nocbbg more entirely bara the ia- 
tiusion of * ihick-eoming fancies,' by occupying tbe whale niind, tbia 
asatbeinatical studies ; and he instances a physician who, wliilet be was 
practinog physic with great reputation b the country, became deianged. 
A6er a separation from his family ol' some months, he was advised to 
icsuroe tbe study of Euclid, to which be had occasionally dropi^ed hints 
of bis parUality. He did rpsttme it, and with tbe happiest effect, aarf 
recovered at length so entirely as to be able to re-commence business ia 
London, and to continue to practise physic until his death." — (£»- 
says, p. 134.) 

A certain Irarned mlrer of the prt*spnt House of liords, I am in- 
formed, is ill llie habil ol seekinir r^rtpation of \m mind from abstruse 
poUilcal studies, by solvinjij quadratic e^juaiion- aufJ stiti pi(>Mrm«5. f^rd 
Haron ndvised thai if a man s wiu^ be wandering, he should study 

jliall)t"n:'ti<'<." 

Tiie |M>t'i. on the othtT l)and (whf*<o inm«j(iiaUoii is ever on the wing, 
whilst his r' aM)iiini^^ pownv aiv compai itix l i v at re>l), is more liable lo 
iusauity than the pliiio^oplicr ; atul il is a cunoiK l u i liiai. iir on»- asy- 
luin which I visit, the great nepliew and niece ul one ceK bratcd poet, 
the soil of llie autlior of a pot»m which has immortalized him, and John 
Clare (the celebrated Northamptonshire rustic poet), were all tninates 
at the same time. The " Insanit, et versus facit '* was fietpienily ex- 
emplified in Clare, even during my visitations ; and I liave by ine sevetal 
pretty poetical efiusions written b) him during his confinement there. 

Religion, 90 called, or perhaps more properly spiritual intoxicatioo, is 
another and a fiequent source of mental aberration, and perhaps tline 
is not an asylum of toy celebrity, public or private, in which some m- 
happy victims of misguided fanaticism are not to be found. A niiod 
that is by nature weak, and that having been overwhelmed with sorrow 
for the loss of relatives, or friends, or other depressing events, and earif 
and deeply imbued with religious feelings, resorts to meditation and retire- 
ment for relief, is very iiahle lo melancholia : still more, a man who has 
been awakened to a sense of contrition from a life of debauchery, by 
some serious illne^^s, or by the impassioned appeal of clerical eloquence, 
and im|)r(issed with the idea that he has forfeited all hope of lorgive- 
ness by his miscondurt. abandons himself to sorrow and despair, may be 
plunged at once into melancholy madness, or driven to a e-tate of ra\iri>: 
aod distraction fixjrn whicli lie may never be redeemed. I caniioL rKall 
to memory a more painful iilusiratioa of iosaoity tbau has beeo prenai- 
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«d to my contemplation m the restlessness and honor manifested by 
the kbd of patient ; nor b there a more freoueot cause of suicide. 

"In minds broken down by edversity," obserfret Dr. Burrows, " and 
fittle acquainted with its genuine precepts, a oonsequeoce opposite to 
tbit which was sought and expected from religioa sometimes ensues. 
In this case the moral feelings have greater force than the spiritual, ind 
the disappointment is not the defoult of the principles of the christiaa 
fiuth. However natural it may be for a devout person to discredit that 
it is ever a cause of mental distraction, or for him who teaches that ro» 
ligioo is the sole duty of lile to disbelieve that too much enthusiasm eon 
sabvert the intellectual system, yet it is clear that, under certain circum- 
stances, insanity u occasioned through the agency of religion." En- 
thusiasm and insanity bear such dose aflinitv, that the shades are often 
too indistinct to define which is one and wliich the other. The over- 
7;<^alou5, consequently, shonlrl he taught to temper their fervor with dis- 
creiion, and be reminded that the calendar of crime is stained with the 
blood which has been shed by its lanaiicai exuberance. It is oot rc- 
lipon, hut the distortion of zeal, which is a very different thing. 

Itinerant preachers, who, abounding in zeal but deficient in judgment, 
^'nflcavor to frighten their motley and illiterate auditors by declamation, 
have frcqnently shaken rea-^on from her seat, and laid the foimdation 
of iIjIs dislressino^ tvpe of the disease. A young woman (Ibr the softer 
s*'x are principally the victims) came ujider my care not loni; since, 
solely from hslening to one of these spiritual empirics. Even divines of 
a higher order have exercised and evinced almost incredible influence 
OD their congregations. Thus, during a funeral sermon pn^ached by 
EosBoet, on the death of Henrietta Ann, the daughther of our Charles 
I., and wife of the Duke of Orleans, the writers of the time mention 
that " the whole audience arose from their seats ; that terror was visible 
in every countenance ; and that for some moments Bossuet himself was 
iioable to proceed !*' The Abbe Caron, who published the life of M. 
Bridaine, the missionary, states that, at the conclusion of one of his ser- 
mons, at Magnole,on Hell, the auditors were so much affected that they 
ill remained motionless ; that for three days following his mission all 
the town remained in consternation and mournful silence; and that, in 
the streets and public places, young and old men were seen lifting their 
eyes and hands to heaven, and crying aloud, " Mercy ! O lx)rd, mercy !" 
Butler stales that he was present at a sermon preached by the late 
Dr. Hussey, the Catholic bi-hop in Waterford ; " that durini; one ajx)s- 
irophe the audience was nuonized, and that at the conclusion there was 
a general sluiek, and sorn*^ fell to the ground." (Keminisc. p. 257.) 

With such startling effects on the nervous system as these anecdotes 
of pulpit eloquence depict, it cannot be a matter of surprise that the 
brain should sustain a powerful shock, or thit it< ef|nilibrium should be 
upset. I have addncd them as additional illustrations of the power 
of llie mind over the body, and deem ii unnecessary to enlarge on the 
moral causes of insanity. Ainonir'^t the physical may be enumerated 
hereditary predisposition, intoxicating licjuors, congestion of the brain 
iinm frequent determination of blood to the head, coups de soleil, inju- 
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lies to the head, mucotlcs, gastio*>iate8tiii«1 ifritation (of which I spoke 
ID my preceding lecture) » epilepsy, apoplexy and {Mraty^, nietntuii, 
sciofula and other causes of structural disease in the encephakxi, rou- 
turbation> venereal excesses, and whatever tends to esifaaust ofgaDic nQ^ 
vous power. 



[From Dr. 1. P. S*vroaD*i Reporti ^ ih« Iowa Univenity HMpkal, at Kcokok.] 

Carolina Sand k us. a widow, ai^fH 35. saniiuine teinperainent, robm 
constitution, was aduiiiU'ii Aug. I^iili. l-.'jl, laboiiiii; uiuler ♦^xlrenie 
symptoms of acute dysculery. Her habiii arc gw)d, but hur daily la- 
bor, upon which she is compelled to rely, is not sufficient to supply her 
with the comforts of life : she was moved from a sinaJI filthy hut on the 
bank of the rtvert from the 0oor of which the water had lately retired ; 
and in this damp, noxious apartment, with scarcely Ibod to sustain life 
she was seized with the disease three days beftire admission to the hof- 

C'tal. Dysentery has prevailed as an epidemic in this city, during the 
tter part of the summer. Symptoms on day of admission were ai 
follow : Intense fever, severe pain in the head and back, thirst urgent, 
hot and dry skin, pulse fretjuent and firm, constant desire to go to stool, 
and every i fTort attended will) the agonizing tenesmus ; great taode^ 
ness of the abdomen, especially over (he course of the descending coloo, 
and difficult micturition. She bad taken from her physician, on the diy 
before admission, calomel and opium witliout relirf. The dischaiga 
were small, and consisted wholly of mucus and blood. The followieg 
prescription was ordered. 

Cupping freely over the track of the colon : morphie ?ulphas one 
fourth grain, with one grain of ipf*ra(\. after eaeli evactiaiiorK until llie 
bowels were tran<|iiillizpd, and after iliai. e\«'ry two hours; an enema of 
half a grain of luoii liine in two ounces of mucil. acacia, every three 
hours: sponge the skui with cool water ; apply fofuentaii ii^ lo the ab- 
doiiHM), and allow the patient cold water ad UbUum ; no nuuribbmeot uii 
next iiioiiJint' visit. 

Aug. 11, .M. — i'aiient comparatively comfortable. The fever is 
not ao intense, and the symptoms generally are mitigated, but the te- 
nesmus is still present, with soreness of the abdomen upon presiure. 
The discharges exhibit the same appearance, but the urinary difficulty 
has passed away. Ordered free cupping of the lower part of the ab* 
domeo, and a continuation of the first prescriptioo. A fittle Upioca wai 
allowed. 

15th. — ^Patient much better this morning. Slept well after ISo'ckck, 
and has had no desire to go to stool since 2 o'clock, A. Bl. Thersis 
little fever, the pulse slow and soft ; no thirst ; slightly narcoliied. Uslf 
the quantity of niorph. with ipecac, was given at intervals of six hours, 
10 maintain a calmative ioftueoce, and t& injectioo ordered only aAtf 
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IB attempl at MioqI. The fimeDiatioiiB wm eomlnued, diluent drinks 
allowed, witb airow foot or tapioca for nourishment. 

16th) 10 o'clock, A. M* Found patieot perfecdy calm this morning ; 
tm from ptin or fever ; pulse alour and soft ; tongue clearing off ; no 
lendenMSS of abdonien, and no evacuation from bowels since last visit ; 
appetite good. All medicine was now withdrawn. The patient is to 
remain in bed until next visit; and restrict the diet to farinaceous aiticleSi 
as before. 

I7lh, 1 '2 o'clock, INT.- — Patient sittinir up in bed ; feels well ; appetite 
good. Kad =mail evacuation ihis inorninL^s at 6 o'clock, ^^ i^llo^ll pain, 
hut attended with slight stiaining. Aromatic syrup of rhubarb § j. was 
ordered, and as the patient was much debilitated, she was allowed small 
quantities of animal broth. Quietude was enjoined. 

ISih. — The bowels operated once quite freely, and witliout pain, in 
the early part of the night. The patient is sufiicienily recovered to 
leave the Hospital, which she did in the evening;, with directions to find 
inore cornfortablo quarters, niuil her health was j'ully re-establiahed. 

We have selected the above, from a nutuber of cases of dvbeutery 
treated in the Hospital during the past six weeks, for the purpose of 
iUtistrating a course of treatment, which, in our hands, has proved in- 
Gnitety more successfol b this disagreeable and dangerous disease^ 
dian any other we have tried. The case of BIrs. S. seems to present 
all the phenomena of the acute ibrm of the disease, commencing under 
clicumstances calculated to iavor the violence and rapidity of its sub- 
sequent course. We need not allude to the established patliology of 
dysenteiy, as every one kninvs that even in tporadie cases the lesions 
incident to it are such as place life in the utmost peril, and by their 
obstinacy and persistence greatly perplex and embarrass the medical 
practitioner. But when to these oidinary and inherent dangers, is add- 
ed that malign element, present in virtue of an tpdmk prevalence 
of the disease, the obstacles to successful management are still greater. 
There is, perhaps, no disease which the practitioner would not rather 
meet (except epidemic cholera) than epidemic dysentery ; and the 
sense of difficulty in its management i? always augmented by the dis- 
crepancy which we find in standard authorities, as to the remedial 
means to be applit^d. Called lo a case of dysentery, tlie practitioner 
prp«cribes some cointnon-plac*.' rcinedy, under liie nnpressioii that it 
Will meet the existing iiidications ; but when he call- the next day he 
finds his patient but little belter, or perhaps the sytiipioius may be 
masked by the use of anodyne remedies ; this stimulates a continuance 
of the same prescription. On the ihird oi louiih day, however, he 
finds thai the patient still lias fever, tenderness of the abdomen aud 
painful discharges of mucus and blood. He is now satisfied that some- 
thing else is to be done, and he changes the treatment ; and after an- 
other dnee or four days he finds the patieot still without any mitiga- 
tiim of hb disease. He is now uneasy, applies to his books, and there 
finds recommended all the plans whbh have been folbwed since the 
di|s of Hippoemtes. He oegins lo make his sdectxKis, and carries 
tbs padeot ufough, perhaps half a doaen of them, giving each three 
13* 
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or (bur dajs' trial. It is not surprising that many (Constitutions are in- 
capable of lunniog this gaoDtlet, and succumb to the disease. Hm h 
a withfol recital of what we have seen, and we have often beard gemU* 
men say, in consultation over a patient m artiealo moftii, that several 
times, during the progress of the disease, they were on the point ef 
bleeding or cupping the patient, but were deterred, from the fact thii 
the disease seemed on the point of yielding, or by some objeetioo of 
the patient* 

We have reported the case of Mrs. S., that we may have oeemn 
to sa^, that after passing {hrough a severe epidemic of dysentery, aod 
treating over forty cases, without a single fatal result, we are convinced 
that the course detailed is the best and most successful that can be ado|il- 

ed. But to be so, it must be persevered in. Let no case of acute 
dysentery pass the first day wit'iout a free cupping over the course of 
the colon. General hleedin!^ from the arm is not alu nv^ necessarv. 
pecially in the cpitifinir (nrin of the disease ; but cupping can rarely 
be dispensed with, and should not be waived on account of anv ohjec- 
tions of the patient. Opiates, which, infhonf this prelvninanj step, 
often do little more than hold the symptoms in abeyance for a short tiu»e, 
after it exercise a powerful curative influence ; and the ditFerence in 
their operation and effects, based upon this consideration, is often the 
difference* between life and death. We should not be deterred by ap- 
parent debility in the first stage, from free local bleeding. W e have ao 
acute infiammation, establishing a tolerance of this proceeding, aod we 
have never seen a patient's debility increased by it. We prefer the 
form of opium above given, to any other, and always persist in its use 
until the mdication which renders its administiation necessary, b fulfilied. 

Wettem MedieO'CSdrurgical JifunuL 



PALMER'S PATENT LEG IN LONDON— LETTER FROM MR. PALMER. 

Office of FaJiner's Faietii L«, 
90 Refill 8l, London, Oct lal, 1851. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical a?id Siirsrical Journal. 

Dear Sir, — Not wishing to write for public criticism unless I have suffi- 
cient matter of fact to arrest the nttention of the reader, I have delayed 
sendinj; my second letter to your esteemed Journal until the present 
time ; and as 1 am clieerfully expecting to step from the steamer into 
Boston very soon, this will be the last which I shall have the honor of 
addressing: to you till 1 have said "good-bye" to our esteemed *' cousin" 
John Bull, Jr., Esq. 

I have informed you of my reception in London — of my unexpected 
success up to the time of writing in J0I7, and that I was about to open 
a manufactory here. My progress since has been more remarkable, aod 
I now find myself in the midst of a business the extent of which jou 
could scarcely believe possilde. I am actually run d&wn by the lame— 
and I might add, the lazy." At the time yon left London, the liceo- 
sees for the manufacture here weie Bigg %l Sod, of Leicester S(|aaie; 
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bat fixreseein^ a demand Ibr the inventkm much beyood theor caSeuIafai 
or readiness properly to supply, and bavmg much better opportunities to 
dbpose of the patent, I purchased tbdr interest in the same, and hav« 
made a more satisfectory arrangement with other parties. The menu* 
frctory is now in successful operation, with genuine yankees at its head, 
and the sale has commenced under the most tttsdctoos ciicumstanees. 
Among the many distinguished patrons we have already secured, m the 
very eminent Guthrie, who has uj-day sent me the following certificate. 

««4 BerUey BL, BeiUey Squaie, Sept 3(K 1851. 

^ Sm, — have no hesitation in stating, according to your deshe, that 
I consider your Patent Artificial Leg to be the best Invention I have yet 
seen-— the most useful, and the least distinguishable from the natural 
limb. I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 

" Mr. Frank Palmer, Q. J. Gutbrii:." 

Applications are now received for about jjiSOOO worth of limbs, and 
among the applicants are many very distinyuished persons— one being 
General Sir William Harris, of this city; another, the famous (mh. 
Doll, of the Austrian army ; and another. Gen. Talbot, oi Aix la Cha» 
pelle, Belgium, 

The first limb manufactured here was for a distinguished lady — tb& 
wife of Dr. Tuner, of Kensington. Dr. T. is an eminent and rising 
surgeon, and a truly clever fellow. I have been, by Dr. and Mrs. Tur- 
ner, most cordially welcomed at their house; where, in social parlance^ 
undisturbed by the tyrant yotAtbn, or the moustached sycophant eti^uetU, 
a |;enuineness of soul has been manilested ; and it is with a feeling of* 
pnde that I mention them as among the choicest of my friends in London. 

But 1 must not go on to enumerate the esteemed names of those who 
have received me with friendly salutations ; and if, on the other band, I 
have met a feio who deemed it becoming to appear with the auricular 
organ essentially elongated, I will not waste my ink in writing of them. 
I am aware that my tale is quite unlike that of many of my countrymen, 
and that I may be charged with superior guUibiiity, which allows our 
cousin John to cozen me into an absurd belief, as he lays on the mortar 
with an exceedingly large troiccl ! Be it so; even then would it be 
ynnk^'e rutcness to remonstrate airainst excessive coating, if each coal 
appli' (I fias laifje pockets \v»'ll lined with the rlioicest fabric (mu\ the — 
Bank (j| England ? But I am not inclined to look at things in this lii;lit; 
and that fiil«nm<> flattery is found in ditTerent circles from those in which 
it has been my good fortune to move. 1 am consiraiiu^d to state that 
my personal experience has been such as to demand that 1 speak well 
of the English people. And I am convinced ilml any of my counhy- 
uien, who have inventions of merit , need not fear to present them in 
London. There may be seeming inattention at 6rst, or severe criticism, 
but the things of true merit will, eventually, be well received. An Ame- 
rican will, it is true, meet with much to amuse and surprise him, while 
offering his " notions ** to an English public ; and if a sany of one class 
attacks him in a manner caksulated lo eicite bb " dander,'^ before he 
can become furions " a lany of another class will have him convulsed 
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b a fit of laughter. Utd I the poD of a certain Eof^oh aiitbor who 
was received by a generous Amencan people with more attentioD ifam 
be deserved, 1 might, in recaUatioo (at his shabby treattnent of as, 
yoa many a tale of Einglish impreSBibility, which would excite the risH 
bility even of a chaplam of the Inconsolable Society. But 1 came not 
to Englaod to make sport of her unfortunate poor, or of the more unfor- 
tunate wealthy whose trsasarss are found only in their coffers ; neither 
did 1 come to traduce the chsrscter of her intelligent mhahitantSj who 
receive me with hospitality, even though they show me more respect 
than is due so humble an individual. But 1 will narrate a single inci- 
dent of the class at which I have hinted, and that shall he for the espe- 
cial benefit of the man who burst his straps with laughter, because a 
dozen urchins of the Boston Ragged School pursued him for iiis aitio- 
fsrnph. And, in passin*;, I will suirtjest that what caused the boys to 
press ;ili'HJt him for a specimen of his hand-writing, was, ihey took him 
fcr a village ivrUing jnasti r, from away down East, and thought he might 
(as lie did) cut some dourish for tlieir amusement — such, for instance, as 
a goose. 

On Saturday last the \egr excitement was intense, as you may sup- 
pose, after the potential article in the London Times had been digested 
by the learned persons who throng the transept and naves of the Crys- 
tal Palace on the half data. In addition to what the Times, 
the Art Journal, the Illustrated News, the Chronicle, and many other 
of the leading London papers, had said about the leg, Ptinch, last 
week, under the caption of <* Palmer's Legs," gave a cut of himself 
preparing ibr amputation, to enable him to avan himself of the im- 
provements in person, and inserted a long anicle below it as his 
leader, in which, among many other things, he said, "Indeed, Mr. 
Palmer thinks he can perfect his invention, and construct whole bo- 
dies which will p(M form perfectly, which will execute jnnoustter, enlre- 
chatSy and so (brlh ; sigh, grin, pout, leer and ogle as well as the very 
best coryphees. The corjjs dc ballet is much excited, and Mr. Lumley 
is in treaty for six dozen of these danseuses" Such an announceinent 
aroused the fashionables e?? rnnsse, and the crowd that pressed around me 
on Saturday, evidenced that, truly as tlie Times (a word in vvhi( h ma- 
gic) had been believed, Punch, also, had been accredited. A lady 
present, who had been a constant visiter in ihr Crystal Palace since the 
opening in May, while inspecting the leg, said, with great earnestness, 
" What a pity it is this i^reat invention was not here sooner — I saw in 
the papers that it had only been here about a week." I replied, " These 
limbs have been here in this place, as yon now see them, since two 
weeks prior to the opening of the exhibition." " Why," continued she, 
" have I not seen them before, as I have passed here so often "The 
reason is this, madam^tbe Grst four months of the exhibition, the 7^m 
and Pvnch told you that there was nothing to be seen in the * Amencan 
Prairie,' and so you saw nothing! Now, the Times tells you^at your 
'cousins are as preeminent in leg-making as in yacht-building/ and 
i\inch declares that Mr. Lumley is in treaty for a quantity of patent 
klljs^lb'Sttpply the corpt dk hoM^ and you see diem.'* HesitatiDg a mo- 
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ment, die lady replied, " I suppose it is so." And yet she was not one 
of liiose ^oor mortah who are conipelled to 

** Slilch, stilcl), tttttcti| Iroin weary rhime to rliiinc," 

But was 

" PieMed as the aoblen <]rc.«.s, 
In mb«i of filver ind gold ; 
Silks f)i)(1 sRtiiis iiiid rojillj* fitn, 
In many an ample fold." 

Now, 1 ask, who appeared liest, Uie ragged fellows who chased " Boz,*' 
thus evincing a desire to learn something of the man they mistook for an 
English gentleman ; or this lady, who looked for four months at a case of 
full^sized legs, and did not see them till Punch said they were better than 
natural ones in the opera or polka ? if, this week , Punch should an- 
nounce that Mr. Lnmley's order has been executed, that lady would be 
seen nit>htly at Her Majesty's theatre, squinting at the beautiful patent 
(lanscHsr-^ throu<ih a pair of Coil's revolvers! 

Bui ( fujiijh of this, and I leave ihe subject by informinf,^ you that 
"the American Les;," in conipelition with some thirty of the hest Eu- 
rupeaii inanulacture. aiiioutr wliirli ;uv the best Paris limbs. })fis received 
the award of ihe only prize mtda/'^ in this dt pai tmenl of lueehanism 
in the Crystal Palace. 1 have received renewed mviialions from the fa- 
culty of i'aris, and go there (for a few days oj)ly) on Saturdny next. 
M. Charriere, and M. Li'ier, the renowned surgical inslrunieiil uiiii iiinb 
makers of Paris, have both applied fur iny French patent. 

The great exhibition will close on t\ie lllhinst. I saw the grand 
opening" on the fiist ofMay, and shall see the grand ehtmg* You have 
recently learned that the American Pratrie *' of the Crystal Palace has 
now become the centre of attractbn, and that after all the sport made of 
oar imfKHif, Jonathan will embark for home, with his yaehi weU loaded 
yith medak ! In fact, I shall not be surprised if he gets rather more 
than his share of the honors. At any rate, the Tx)ndon Times has 
frankly and manfully declared that the yankees ^' have taken the shine 
out of them," and has made the most ample reparation for all it said dis- 
paragingly of our representation in the Crystal Palace during the early 
pnrt of the exhibition. But for one, I am little inclined to find fiiult 
with the course the Times has pursued, and a little rubbing up did us no 
harm. In fact, there were many nisty notions in our division, which re- 
quired rubbing, and then our best articles could not possibly have been 
appreciated till explained, and many of them tested in competition with 
others. Yaclils had to hv run — grain cut — furrows turned — locks picked 
winch had defied the skill of man for a quarter of a century — pistols fired, 
and leo-s proln tl until they could be decided to be artificial, before the 
^urili ol our luveniions couid.be understood. I speak oi only a few in- 
ventions about which most has been said, but assure you there are many 
other splendid triuiuplis uf American ingenuity, as the list of awards will 
8000 tell. But all is now good-natured rivalry. The Times has pro- 
pond to shake hands " with us, and separate as good and afiecUonate 
oooaiiis. This is lair— is manly — \s fratemoL And bidding the levia- 
than of papers and its esteemed aod clever Eldifors, together with niune- 
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lous English friends, a kind gooH-bye, I shall step on board the steamer 
Eiiropa on the 18th inst., and shall "hooray" for the Cunard line until 
I am landed safe in Boston, whence I shall proceed immediately hoant 
to Philadelphia to spmd the winter. 

I am, sir, your most obedient servant^ B. F* Palmul 



CONVERSION OF A HUMAN BODY INTO ADlPUCEaE. 
To the Editor of tka Boston Medicai and SurgUal Jeumal, 

Dear Sia,— •! have just been present at the eiamination of a body 
exhibiting a very unusual appearance, and an account of it may ioteicst . 
your readers. Mrs. Phelps, a short fleshy woman, died of bilious feTer ! 
in AuLnist, 1847, and was buried at Oak Grove, Dodge Co., Wisconsia, 1 
m a loose loam, lying over a lime-stone rock, where the body remained 
until last March, when it was disintprred, and brought over a rough 
road some fifty miles to this place. The curiosity of relatives led ihern 
to open the coffin, when they found the body in a remarkable stale of 
preservation. It m as then hui it d in a wet clay soil, where it ha> been 
under water probably most of the season. Tt w-\^ vp-trrday again disin- 
terred, and the physicians of the j>!:iee iii\itr(l to examine it. The ] 
general appearance of the body is full and |jerleei, enveloped by the 
shroud, whieli tears like paper upon removing;, and leaves the inipres:>ion 
of the threads upon a very wliite, cheesy-lookin;^^ surfaee. The nose, 
ears, and last phalanges of finirers and toes, have decayed, but every 
other pan has been chani;ed to adipocere, and presents, upon cutting 
(which was done freely), on appearance between that of cheese and 
spermaceti. Skin, cellular tissue, muscles and nerves are like, in color 
and density, a yellowish-white cheesy or waxy substance. It is only 
in the coarsest muscles,, as the glutei, that any trace of muscular fibie 
can be found. The viscera of the thorax is undergoing the same 
change, though there is still considerable cok>r, and many Bbres inter- 
mixcS with the adipose substance. The viscera of the abdomen wts 
not carefully examined. The bones, which separate at the joints very 
readily, are beautifully white but solid. The hair is unchanged and 
keeps its place. The orbits contain small fatty masses. 

Yours, &:c. IV. M. Dodson, M.D. 
BtrHn, JUarqutiU Co,, fVit,, ,Sept. 18, 1851. 

[In the .lotirna! of ^Ht of May last, some neronnt of the remarka- 
ble r-hani^e in llie bodv of Mrs. Dodire was copied iVoni a western papfr. 
The body was there rej)resented as in a state of priri faction on is re- 
moval last >pring. Dr. Dodson only states aluive that it was found in a 
" rejnarkable state of preservation." Wa': it petrified, and changed 
from its stony hardn^'^s to an adipose condiiion hv being re-buried in 
the wet clay soil of Berlin, or wa-? the first account incorrect ? We pre- 
sume the latter to be the case, but luake the above inquiry on aeeouut of 
two apparently contradictory staienients res})ecling a remarkable occur- 
rence being now recorded in oiu* pages. — Ed.] 
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hnprooematt in Dentistry, — Preraming that any suggestion calculated 
to im{>rore the an of me(!hanical dentistry, is acceptable to the proles* 

?inn. r\ Tcrent pltjri for holding an upper plate against the roof and irnms 
ol" the jaw, proposed hy Dr. Smilie, of this cily, whoJio construrtive or- 
pins are aUvMvs active, is here given. He i<\i\Ui> a iini;ill ^^roove round 
the whole mar^nn of the plate, or, rnther, it is in the boiiorn of the canal 
which receives the gums. There is an immen^^c atmospheric pressure se- 
cured by this process, which could not be obtained by any other known 
method. Heretofore, where the gums were not pi'ominent, by reason of 
the absorption of the bone, and the teeth were frequently fulling, it has been 
customary to have an air-chamber in th<' ctnire of the palate plate. In- 
pntntis as this st li.-'me was considered, there hns aUvoys hren one objec- 
tion to ii, of sufficient imporfnnre to rrndfT «ntno other plan desirable. 
The person wlio was oMiL'Td to have an air-chaiuher, could noi articulate 
distinctly, us the tongue vv;»> p^rpt luuUy aiinuyed by tiie prumnience. Dr. 
Smilie's contrivance is quite simple; it is out of the way, and the holding 
power is precisely where it is needed, on the edge of the gums. When 
the plate is in place, there is a small space empty, and consequently it is 
all the time fitting itself to the soft parts, as well as holding on where it 
should. If Dr. Smilie would favor us and his brethren of the denial pro- 
fp*«inn with a more minute descrijttion of his plate, and describe the mnn- 
II T of sinking the canal, be would be donig a peculiar favor to all 
concerned. 



Physicians' Viii/ing Lti'. — Messrs. Lindsay & BlaUi.^lon, of Philadel- 
phia, have published a curiously-c«»nirivid book lor the pocket, which 
erery practitioner who sees it will want. It is about eight inches long, 
by two and a half wide, with an abundance of ruled blank leaves, com- 
prising memoranda for each month in the yi n , addresses of patients and 
Durs^es, bills and accounts asked for, memoranda of wants, obstetric engage- 
ments, list of things lent, &c. &c. No intimations came with the speci- 
men copy, to irifnrin our friends where the " Li^t " mavbe found, but no 
doubt at all tfie bookx'llers. Were the publi>hers to send a bundle of 
ibem to ihia ullice, a market for some of them would be found. The title 
i* "The Physician's Visiting List, Diary and Book. of Engagements, for 
1832." 



British and Foreign Pharmacopanas.'^'Ihe profession is indebted to 
Messrs. Lindsay & Blakiston, of Philadelphia, for an American edition of 
tbe Pocket Formulary, and a synopsis of the Foreign Pbarmacopceiast 

comprising standard and approved formulae for the preparations ancl com- 
pounds employed in medical practice, by Henry Beasley. The volume 
In a compact 12nio of 44*] pages, abounding with the kind of information 
a practitioner feels hmK->elf in want of. For dispensing apothecaries, 
there can be no superior guide, and it roust naturally become the com- 
puioQ of (ha laboratory. Tbe compiler consulted all the best pharmaco- 
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pTii!' in Eiirop*^, and brousj'ht the fftrmnKT dpnvod from all thoM* t l ihle 
sources, as far as practi<*able, to a uniforiii siundard ol weights atul mea- 
sures. The calling of the hoolc a pocket formtttary w the only mistake 
delected in it — ^iinlesa the author meant thai the I'olume would fill a 
poclRt of ordinary ditnenaions. Accuracy in medicinal preparations ii 
absoiutely necessary, since a mistake to the extent of n qunrtc-r of a graiu, 
of some nrtirlcs of the malfTia niedicn, wntild hr atlfnded with disaftroos 
consequenrp*. Bv rnmpirino- *'>nf' pT-( ,>! the book wiili another, and exa- 
mining UiU) th'' proporiioiKS i»l in-jr- ili' ir^, licrf ;in<i iti<Te. p<!pf»f*iallv 
wiicre the chararler of the medicme rfquires ibt* uln»o-t « \:ulijti;«, a 
marked degree of caution is noticed, and al) the arbitrary signs und figure* 
appear to have been carefully read in the proof* Confidence is therefore 
inspired, which is important in regard to a text*book that has a bearing ■ 
upon the subject of health. 



JVcw Orleans Monfhh/ MKliml lit u'isfrr. — Thr command to " rnnlnpiT 
and replenish the eaiili " cerlauily bad no rfk rcnce lo llie publicaiiou of 
medical journal:*, and yet the world is becoming quite full of them. It 
is eitber supposed by those who have had no experience with them, tkat 
they are very productive as property, or the demand is vastly on the ia- 
crease, beyond what we have been supposing. Me<lical periodicals nre 
DOW sufficiently numerous to accommodate every school and system <^ 
me<Itrine. True, one of them pvptv now and then ^(iilflonlv disappear! 
from iIh- fi ifiKiiiKMii where it bail bffn sbiniiii^ with hriliiancv, btit its 
plnre k-« ssoon supplieil by a new caiuliilale for public favor. For our own 
pail, we admire enterprise, and hail with delight each and every elfurl lo 
sui^tain and dignify the profession. It requires the combined powers of 
energetic, responsible men, to keep at bay the audacious approaches of 
marauding quacks, who are over-ninning the whole country. 

The Monthly Regi.ster is edited by A. Forster Axson, M D , whose ia* 
troductory leader is a well-written, manly. Judicious paper — showing eri- 
denf^p of his capacity, tnirii'-* and pnoil nature. May ih'^ Heffister live i 
thousand years, and maiuiaiii throughout the high character with which 
it has commenced. 



Wtukington Board of Htdth.^k copy of the report of the Board lo 
July, ld51, comes too late to receive the attention, this week, its cootenu 

demand. We recognize in this public document, as on former or< asioB8, 
th' di recti nnr influence of the learned president of the Board, Thomas 

Miller, M.D. Hi«< view-^ are always sound on menstirr»s having a bearing 
on the public health, while iiis tabular records are models in regard to 
method and accuracy. The president says he rof^rets that no certain re- 
liance can be placed on the reports of the duration of disease. 



Treatment of Lunatics in ^rta.— The insane fare badly in Turkey, 
but rather worse in Syria. The current theory is, that they are possess* 

ed of devil.-!, and prir?;ts alone are supposed to be the proper person* to 
dislodije tbrm. In thr TUMfjbborhood of Beyroot thf^re is a convciu in the 
mountains, wildly p i- 1 nnionn- ibe rocks and overhnno-inL^ h terridc 
gorge, in which the Maroniies mamtain a very mysteriou:» power orer 
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tlwir iirateniity, and this is even eztendod tnd felt among the HnHelmen. 
When a case of laoacy occttTs, the most pioas moslem connected with a 
mosqoe exerts his powers, which are accompanied by blows without stint. 
A young man of Beyroot was driven from bad to worse by the cnieltiea 

of these inhuman nnd blind leaders of the blind, who struck him over 
the month with a shoe whenever he uttered a syllable. Thev succeeded 
in overawing the unfortunate wretch, whenever a shoe was lield up, and 
therefore reported him cured. The moment he was removed, his pa- 
roxysms of iocohereot routterings came on again, and the last resource 
was to send him to the Monks of St. Antonio. A gentleman who lately 
fisited the convent was shown a heart-sickening case of insanity, under 
siognlar treatment. They had lowered the patient into the well, where 
they could command him from above, without the patient being able to re- 
sist or protect himself. It was pfencrally admitted tbal flagellation was 
often practised. No one dared utter a note of complaint whf !i the old 
hypocrites were present. Their fame has been b])read extent vely» and 
it is believed thai under their treatment devils are obliged lo lake to their 
beels, when all other exorcisms fail. The people generally appear kindly 
disposed towards insane persons, and by charitable contributions, from day 
to day, have they been fed, when all resources from relatives have failed. 



Imanity canted by the Urn of Tobacco.— Or. Kirkbride, in his last an<- 
Bual report of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, speaks as fol- 
lows of two of the alleged causes of insanity in cases under his care. 

**Two cases in men, and five in women, are reported as caused by the 
use of opium, and four in men as caused bv the use of tobacco. In 
reference lo the itifluence of these articles in producing iiisaiiiiv in the 
cases referred to, ihere did not seem to be any just ground lor doubt. 
Opium is much more used uuiuiig females than males, and its effects upon 
the mind« no less than upon the body, are of a most injurious character. 
The use of tobacco, which is much more restricted to men, has, in many 
isdividuals, a most striking effect on the nervous system, and its general 
use in the community is productive of more serious results than are com- 
monly supposed. Its excessive uj*e is apt to devclopc fraslric derange- 
ment and disorders of ttir tiervous system, and reiuler active other in- 
fluences that might have been harmless. In many chronic and recerit 
cases of insanity, the eliects of a temporary indulgence in it are so strik- 
ing as to attract the attention of all who are habitually about the patients. 
After no inconsiderable amount of experience in reference to this article, 
I have no hesitation in saying that I have never seen anything more than 
a temporary annoyance, such as would occur in giving up any confirmed 
habit, result from its entire discontinuance, and by that course alone the 
complete re*establishmeni of impaired health has often been produced." 



Palmer^s Legs. — The followin{r i?5 the whole of the article from •* Punch.'* 
which is alUided to, and quoted from, by Mr. I'ahner in his charac teristic 
letter in lo-rlay's Journal. It is copied chiefly for the amiisf-nient of the 
reader, who has already l>een well mj'ormed respecting liiu advaniage.s of 
Mr. Palmer's invention, and its signal success on the other side of the 
water. 

''An American gentleman, named Palmer, having lost one of his own 
lower limbs, has invented a leg, with which he walks as well, dances as 
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well, rides as well, kicks as well, as with the original memher* We hav 
that bushels of legs are ordered for Chelsea and Greenwich Hospitilt; 

and that the services are very much annoyed, because persons losings 
limb will not be pensioned in future, bat will be refitted aiid sent back to 
active duty in their ships and recriments. 

" Admiral Lopp and Colonel Hopper, C. B., at the United Service Cliib, 
have expressed their dctcrminntion to have each hi« !e^ taken off (ibe 
Admiral sutiering much from gout, and the Colonel, u lio is stiil the dandy 
of ISld, from a tight boot and corns), and to wear nothing but Americaa 
leg:s for the future. 

** A council of footmen has been held at the Wheel of Fortune, Mr. 
Jeames in the chair. Several gentlemen who are out of place, and thin 
about the calves* have expressed their determination to amputate against 
the season, and are £roing into the Saint George's Hospital forthwith. Ii 
is thought that families requiring tall footmen, will be better pleaded to 
have uniform legs behind a carriage, than the unequal calves, the thick 
ankles, and the unartificial stuffing, which so often disgrace the footboards 
of the aristocracv. 

** The Corps de Ballet is much excited. Miss BandinelH talks sboat 
chloroform and the Icnife, which a young Surgeon of Guy's ofleis to 
employ gratis; Mesdemoiselles Knox, Crookshanks, Spindle and Lanky 
propose to remedy the defects of nature by having recourse to this admi* 
rable American artist. 

''Indeed, Mr. Palmer thinks that he can perfect hlf invention, and con» 
struct not only legs, but whole bodies, wuicli will perlorm perfectly; 
execute pirouettes, entrechats^ and so forth ; sigh, grin, pant, leer, and 
ogle, as well as the very best eortfphiei* And we hear that Mr. Lumley 
is in treaty for six dozen of these darueusest which will perform in the 
ballets perfectly : which» after the 6r8t expense jwill cost the enterprising 
Impresario nothing: which will never quarrel, tattle, or use bad language 
behind the scenes: which, if they sprain their ankIe^^ can be mended 
easily, in ten minutes, by the Carpenter of the Theatre : which will not 
lead young nobleman and men of fashion astray : and which, if wanteti, 
can be hired out for parties to Greenwich, Richmond, perfectly dressed, 
and capable even of taking champagne, lobster-salad, &c., as well as the 
present ornaments of the Terpsidhorean stage. 

And they will not grow old* thin, fat, ugly, as the best of the living 
machines must do : and when gentlemen are tired of them, can be put 
away without any inconvenience.** 



Ejfects of Fright — Aneurism of tlie Aorta. — The subjoined case, as 
reported in the papers, possesses points of sufficient interest to the medical 
profession to render a foUer account desirable. Probably there was so 
uncertainty respecting the previous state of health of the child, which could 
not be cleared up at the trial, as a predisposition to the affections which 
arc said fin illy to have proved fatal miirht not. at her age, have been 
noticed by any one, and sbe would not be likely, therefore, to be exauiaed 
with a view to its detection. 

** The Supreme Court of Rhode Island was engaged on Wednesday and 
Thursday of last week in trying a most singular case. The action was 
brought by Michael Hannon against Buffum Chase, for the loss of the 
aervices of the plaintiflTs child. It appeared that Elisabeth Hannon» a girt 
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of about twelve years of age, who resided with her father, and assisted 
in the peifonnance of household dotiev, aome time io May, 1850, vrent to 
the house of a neighbor to get some milk, aod in letuming creased the lot 
of the defendant. The defendant started in pursnit of her, and chased 
her through the lot, over a stone wall, to the door of her father's house, 
where she fell into the house very much fn'ehtened. The child continued 
very unwell, and afflicted with violent palpitations of the heart, which 
terminated in aneurism of the aorta and inflammation of the brain. She 
lingered until the 6ih of September following, when she died. The de* 
feodant oflered evidence to show that the deceased was not of sound health 
when the oceurrence took place. The jury could not agree.** 



Medical Prncdiut/itTS in the County of Phiiachfphia. — The following 
report was presented to tiie Pennsvlvania State Medical Society at its 
last meeting, and is copied from l^ol. I. of its Transactions. The com- 
mittee were Drs. F. West, R. B. Thomas, and L. Turnbull. 

"The Committee appointed, in conformity with a resolution passed at 
the last session of the State Medical Society* * requesting the difierent 
County Societies to procure an enumeration of the regular practitioners 
within their limits, distinguishing betweeti those who are graduates of 
medical schools and tho.«e who practise niedioine but who arc not gradu- 
ates; and to si.iie al.'-^o the nutnhfr of irreirular practitioners, distinguishing 
among the adhereras of the several false sysienas which prevail,' respect- 
folly beg leave to report 

** That with a conviction of the interests and importance of the object 
intended to be accomplished by this action of the State Society, they have 
given all possible care and attention to the duty confided to thetn, and 
that they believe the results attained arot as nearly as practicable^ correct 
and true. ' 

** Ke!:,^ardinpr, as they do, the title " Physician^ a.*^ properly and solely 
belonging to those who practise medicine in a legitimate and regular u)an- 
ner, it has been adopted as the most appropriate designation for the great 
rnajority of the practitioners in this county, reserving for all others the par- 
ticular names, either given to themselves or by which they are commonly 
known to the community. Accordingly, under this last h* ad . they have ar- 
raniTPd Homrpopnthi?ts, Hydropathists, Thomsonians, and Herb or Indian 
Doctors, whilst those wlio conjoin the business of dniirnists with the prac- 
ii( e of medii-ine, are classitied under the separate head of "practitioners 
ol medicine and druggists.* 

•* The difficulty, indeed the impo.ssibility, of correctly determining the 
idiaracter of some practitioners, has rendered it necessary to arrange all 
socb under some head expressive of this fart, and, accordingly, the term 
'nondescript practitioners * has been adopted for this purpose. The name 
* adcertising doctors ' has been given 10 another class. 

*' The whole nutnber of practitioners, of all kinds, so far ns conld be as- 
certained, is 582, or. with allowance for omissions, say about bUO. Of 
these, 397 are p/n/sirions (retrnlar practitinncrs) : horncrdpathisls ; 30 
Thomsonians; 2 iiydropathi.sis ; 32 •advertising doctors'; 37 druggista 
aad physicians ; and 42 * nondescripts ' or unascertained — in all, 



Similia Similibus in Surgery. — An ftalinn prariitionpr, Dr. Francesco 
Bizzoli, sent sometime since to the Surgical iSuciety ol Paris, a paper oa 
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a peeuHar plan of bit for leetifying accidental lameness. It would appear 
that Dr. Rizzoli was called lo attend a man who bad broken his tbigb, 

and hearing that some time previousl}- this patient had met with a aimilir 

accident on the other thigh-bone» which had suffered great sborteotng, ihe 
gurijeon allowed the fragrmcnts of the bone, broken in the second place, to 
unite whilst riding upon one another : and both limbs beiog thus shortened 
to the same extent, he remedied the laaieness. 

A ji\r\ was subsequently brought to this surgeon, whose femur, after 
fracture* bad likewise experienced shortening, and be coolly adWsed the 
breaking of the sound tbigb*bone, to bring tbem both to the same leogth. 
This the parents refased, but the girl was so anxious to get rid ol her 
lameness that she consented. Dr. fiizzoli broke the thigh by the agency 
of n ?crcw attached to n rod. secured on two iron rin^s, one placed on the 
upper, the other on the lower pan of the femur ; the screw was connected 
with a sironi: seniicirrle, which pressed on the centre of the bone, and 
which, being tighleiied, fractured it. An apparatus was applied without 
reduction, the fragments united by producing shortening, and the giri 
walked straight. The Society were tananimoos in condemning these 
proceedings.*— Xomion Lancei. 



Medical Mscefhny,^Severa\ difitinpui.^hed medical straageis are travelHng 
here at the North. — Dysentery jslill ha> its victimf? in this region. Several articles 
respecting lis tiealraeut may be found in late numbers of the Journal. — The 
Medical School in Boston will open next week for the seaaon. Prof. H. J. Bi^ 
low iias relur led from Europe. — The Dumber of medical elntlents the pre^eut 
year in the United States wuuld ni ike a respeeiahh' army. — The 'vli' ir uf \\\^ 
New York Medical Cia/elle coiifei.s a nieiiteil rebuke ujxin the autnurol the 
title given to Dr. VValson « well-wiiiiea article on Surjiery in No. I. uf the New 
York Medical Times. "Surgical Ntcknaek^ b a name unworthy a aoieotifie 
paper, even if the laller word were of lefiitimate origin. — A correspondent at the 
South says he has used opium in strangulated hernia for 17 years. — We are in- 
formed thai the method ot reducing du>locatiuns ot the lemur, lately recommended 
by Dr. Beid, of Rochester, N. Y., has been ia use for some yeara in the interior 
ot Alabama, and applied not only to the femur, but with some modifications to 
the humerus, and is said to have been discm t rcd there bv tei nverseer of a plan- 
tation.-— Meetings have been held at towns ui tne eastern :>ecliou of the State, by 
tiie Ctaiamissioners for locaiia<' and cou6tructing a new lunatic asylum in MaM^ 
ebusettSj but the precise loeality has not yet been decided upon. 



Tu CoRRESPoNDEKTs.— Dr. Bumeii's remarks 00 ft " Change of Clwiale by Nofitatni hva* 
lidd," came too laic for this numt>er, but will appowr next week. 

A pa\>er bv Dr Mitchell, on Ihe Fevers of Steuben Couotj, N. Y., will have an oariy kisortiQa. 

Our If 1(11(1 iiDti sulixnlior in North Carolina, who presents a very rare complaint, viz.^ ihot be 
does iKM rticeive " more liiau bait the uunilien of ibe Journal/' i» ioforoMd that the fiuilt miMt bt 
in ibe mail, as IJm numban are regularly seat from this offiea He is sbo infcmed ibat the adto 
wU, wiUi pleasuie^ eodeavor u» fiimisb tba doeimienia asked for. 



Makhii;u, — Dr. Edward li. Clarke, of Boston, to Miss S. L. Lroud. — la Brookliekl, Ct., 
Aiifiisliis C. Boonim, M.D.. of New York, lo Wvm Candace V. R. Benbam. 



Ofotlu in BotlOM — for the week ending Saturday noon, OcU Sdtb, 7!2.<— MalM,36~fem«le!t, S7. 
A^eidenUil, I— ^fhease of bowels, 9— inOammation of Itowels, I— diseate of braaa, 3--ralrahN, 

1 — roiisiimption. 1 1— ronvulMoiis, 1— canker, I— croup, I— dysentery, .3— diarrh«Tfa, I — <^mpsr, 
1— HJrop'.v of brain, 3— typhuH fever, S— typhoid fever. 4— lunp fevrr, 3— brain lever, I— fractuie 
of skull, 1— gastritis, 1-^homicide, l«-«disaase of heart, 3— iK-tuunha^. 1— infontile, < inllsw- 
motion, I — Hitea^e of liver. '2— Tn;^rn<;Tnu<!. H — old afe, l^palsy, jmerpenl, 1<— eBMnpoi, 1^ 
syphilis, I — leelbine, 3— unknuwn, 2 — worms, 1. 

Umter6yean«,f?— between 5 and 20 years, 6— between 90 and iO years, 52 — betweea <0 
And 60 years. 12--over60 years, b. Americans, 32} fofetgneis and cbildraii of fbfe^gnrcs, 40. 
Ttwabove includes 9 deaths at tbe City lustittitioas. 
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COiNSIDERATlONS ON A niANGR OF CUMATE. BV NORTHERN iN- 
VALIDS, AM) rilC ULIMATE OF AlKEiV, S. C. 

UY %V. J. BUB^ETTj M.I). 
ICommanlrAted Tor the Doitoil Madical And Sui^giciii Journal.) 

From its geographical position and its exposed situation ^ New England . 
has a climate quite dissimilar from that of anjr other portion of the world 
IS thickly inhabited, and capable of pvoductDg changes in the human 
constitution, which, although now quickly seen by those who rarely visit 
us, will be unmistakeable to every one in less than a cpntury hence. 
To its hio^h stimulatinL' properties, urfi^ing individuals on to a labor of 
Mth body and mind, quite inroinpatible with long ondurnnre, may be 
rr}err(;(l in part that euter]irise which n distinfj^uisliin;; characteristic 
of its These properties, combinetl with its constant and sud- 

den variaijons of the temperature and dryness of the atmosphere, must 
be considered, together, as constituting; a very efiici< n! cause for liiat 
slron»i prt'disposition to pulmonary nffections, with w hirl) \\ i- meet on 
every side. Tlie very great propoiuon of deaths by pulmonary con- 
nimpiion is wfll known to every one, and our medical men have loni,' 
fell ilm disadvantages with which they have here to contend, not for its 
cure, but even the simple })alliation of its symptoms. And however 
unsettled tiiej may have been in past years as to the opinkHioftbe 
jvdiawuneu of a change of climate during winter, they are now nearly 
unanimous as to its absolute necessity (m most cases at least) for those 
in whom the disease may be regarded as not passed beyond its second 
stage. 

All hough this general fact may be acquiesced in, yet the ipecial 
€jfect$ which a change of climate is capable of producing upon this dis- 
ease, must ever be a matter of great interest to a community like ours. 
And if sucli effects are produced, they are capable of being analyzed, and 
upon tills depends the choice of the locality to which one may go. To 
simply go South, is not enough ; for although the temperature may be 
everywhere uniformly higher, yet in every other respect the climate of 
the South has dissimilarities much wider than that of the North. Tiiere 
are many ingredients that form, if I may so express myself, the climule 
most suitable ; and the selection of the proper oos for coosuiuptives, 
14 
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970 Change of Climate by Northern J/walids. 

mnl l\]o<c ill ihat prrrarious roiuliiion of licalth ju»l preceding coosump- 
lion, is a matter of no small import, aiu! not «-a^i!v made. 

But let us uim our atlenlioti lor a iDotneiU to the object in view, from 
such a cliariL.'e. 

Although medical men have not vet U-arni'd the (lir*'rt causes of 
pulmonary consumption, yet it i-j now well eslablislied, itiai a depra- 
vation of the process of nutrition invariably precedes the first symptoms 
of its local expression in the lungs ; and that coui^e of treatment which 
has been based upon this view, has been followed by results, which, it 
can Justly be said, are those alone entitled to the name of favorable. A 
disease essentially referable to an abnormal nutrition demands that 
change which shall not only remove its causes, but bring about a new 
relation of things. And when, either from cod-liver oil, various tonics, 
or more pleasantly, from the external influences of good air, sun-shine 
and exercise, we shall have produced them, we may rest assured that 
all possible aid has been rendered nature to repair the injury which, in 
a weaker hour, she has undergone. Everything, therefore, which con- 
tributes to a better state of nutritbn, strikes fundamentally at the disease ; 
and in this short remark, may be said to lie all, and the only rational 
treatment of pulmonary phthisis. 

That southern locality, therefore, which, from natural and nrtifirial 
advanta<4cs, allows thr- innio>t frcodom of ont-(i(X>r life (of course tliis 
includes highly favorable im-feoroloizif^nl cniiHitions), combined with cor- 
responding hoir^ehoid comiorts and L:o(Mi lowi, may w'cll he regarded 
most suitable for individuals thus atlected. Tliis leads rue to remnrk 
that those who go Sotith, and are so situated, eitht^r from th^^ir ouu 
weakness, or external ciirumsiances. that an out-door life c.iuuut i*e i n- 
joyed, need not expect much benefit ; in fart, ifcnendly not as mucii as 
tlioui;ii they remained at home, for an in-door life can as well be passed 
in the latter, with the enjoyment of home comforts. 

The southern main land extends over so wide a range, that every 
variety of climate may be found upon it. And as it must always be 
considered an advantage that those who are sick should go to a place 
easy of access, and allowing a constant communication with their friends, 
some locality on the main land is vaosi desirable ; and the absence of 
these advantages should, I think, form a no small objection to leaving (at 
any of the West India islands. 

The climate of Aiken. S. C, appears to combine more of the ad- 
vantages and requisites 1 have mentioned, than any other with which I 
am acfjuainted ; and for the bene6t of my medical and other friends, 
and tho'tc who may be seeking a residence for their health the ensuing 
winter, 1 subjoin the followin*^ account prepared from my various noie§. 

Aiken is one of those villa«j:e«: which are so sparsely scraltered over ih'^ 
upland di-frif r> of South Carolina, h i^ situated on tlie South Caro- 
lina Railroad, I '20 miles westward of C'b-Hlr-ron. and Ir miles cast of 
Augusta, Ga. It^ loration is about 0U1> fn-i above the level of the 
sea, amidst a wildfrnr^s of pinc^ ; and could one be eK'\ ated abov'- it. 
he would see a liiile village, in a sea of evergreen siretchiug on all sid<5> 
as far as the eye could reach. 
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Owing to its liavinr; been a place of resort for some years, tiieie have 
sprun;^ up ia it many more of tiiose accommodations and conveniences of 
life, than are usually met with in other villages of this State. These are 
still iDcreasing, and- there appears to be a prospect that shortly one can 
there enjoy many of the nortliero comforts of a home amid a southern 
climate. 

On account of its high elevation, the atmosphere is light and dry, 
there being none of that oppressive heaviness or dampness belonging 
to places of much less elevation, though of the same latitude. More- 
over, it is 611ed with the effluvia of the pine, which certainly does not 
detract from its balmy and soothing character. Persons who, from pul- 
monary oppression, have been obliged to flee from the heavy, bracing air 
of our Atlantic cities, find, even after a single day's exjierience, with 
l ow much greater ease they breathe, and tlmt they are already losing 
{hi rniDpressed feeling about the chest, and that a corresponding buoy- 
anrv of spirits ensues. 

1 rt'i^anl tlie air decidedly anti-inflammatory in its tendency ; tliis was 
evident to ine in the sudden disap()uarance of liirlit bronchial aft«'<-tions, 
and in the early subsidence of pultnonary coni^eslion in consumptives — 
so that they really breathed with more lun^^, and expectoration became 
fair and easier. This was almost the invariable experience of my 
liiends. Bui the best evidence of this tendency of the air, is the hghl- 
ness and transient iiaiure ol milciuiiuuioi y diseases with tiie constantly- 
resident inhabitants. This I had heijuent occasion to observe in a pro- 
fessbnal way ; and it was noticeable in the eruptive diseases of children, 
as well as in the general affections of adults. 

The general effect of such an atmosphere is to increase the animal 
spirits — ^give a mental elasticity, and strengthen the digestive power — 
and, in a word, one is constantly forgetting his lungs, while he is as con- 
stantly reminded of his stomach* 

The sioil is of that light, sandy character belonging to pine-barren 
knds, and is so porous that iieavy rains are quickly alK»orbed, and with 
a few hours' sun after, both soil and atmosphere appear as dry as before. 
This is a point of no small importance, for it gives the chmate an even- 
Dess, as to dryness and general character, such as X have never before 
met with in places havinii the same amount of rain. 

When I speak of the tetnperature, many may be disappointed that it 
is not rjenerallv hifiher ; hut at a latitude of about 33^ 25' on this conti- 
neat, one cannot expect that the temperature will be like that of the 
" land of the sun," or one nnliroken by vicissitude. 

The part of the year passed here by northern invalids, is from De- 
cember to the middle of May or June 1st, and my account of the 
leather is of that time. I will not burden this account by iiivins an 
enure table, but give the average of each month, as follows 



6 A. M. 12 M. 6 P. M. 

December - • - 40 deg, 60 deg. 45 deg. 

January - 40 " 52 " 49 

February ... 50 " »11 " 57 " 

March - - . . 44 " 62 " 56 

April .... 54 « 69 64 •* 

May 57 « 74 69 " 
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(The tein|ierattire of May ts probably a little higher than here re^ 
sentefl, as it wa-s in this case taken from half the mootb.) 

During the latter part of December there was a very slight soov, 
just enoiij^h to show the inhabitants what the article is. During Feb- 
ruary there was, for a single morning, a mere- skimming of ice on out- 
door standing water, but oihenvtse 1 did not notice any occurrence of 
these two prominent consequences of a north«*rn winter* 

Some iniiy think thnt tin' above table repn^'^ents a temperature roucli 
lower tluin ihey sliould wish to experit^nce : in fact, they think a soutbm 
climate, having nearly constantly ^^^^ or 7''^. is most preferable. In 
tliis I think lh»M"e is a mistake, lor tlif cfFH i that southern cllmnte ntav 
have upon north»*rnei"s, must not be estimated thcrmoinetncnlK in 
cases. It appears dial between the two climales them are, ju roidmi^ to 
feeling, at lea^^l HP difference — that is to say, a l<'mperuiure uf 55^ in 
South Carolina, or any other southern Stat*', appears ecjually n>^ warm 
and will allow llu; same clothe-?, as 6')' in ,\cw Kn;^land ; and iho^ 
who have lived in both laiiliidcs are well aw ar.- of great diiierenceot 
oppression frrjm heat, at the sanie thermometrical range. 

I well remiMuber of silting ahnost daily in an open piazza, reading, 
with the thermunteter at 57^, having on ordinary clothes — whereas I 
am well aware, f conid not do the same, with impunity, in New Eng- 
land with the heat of 67^. 

It may be urged that the liabilities of change at Aiken form quite an 
objection to its climate. There are, I well know, changes there of 
quite a number of degrees during the day, but I am.not aware that these 
changes are sudden or severely felt. The situation of the place veiy 
thoroughly protects it. Embosomeci in pines, and 120 miles from the 
sea-coast, the north-east and easterly storms that rake our co<ist in u in- 
T^ r and spring have spent their force long before they reach this place. 
The few storms there felt are of inland origin. Then, again, if north' 
emers go to a latitude where the climatic changes arc few, they must ne- 
cessarily subject themselves to a temperature so high that il is depress- 
ing, and veiy fr w N<'w EnL'land people tan improve under, or even 
l)<*;n- it. Such are many of thosf Florida '•limates, and espr.'i.dly that 
ot Key West, where the tHrn|U'rainre is lioni tjtJ^ to 85"^ constantly, with 
scarce a variation dav or m dit. It quickly depresses one from New 
England, the appetite flags, the strength fails, and ot»e feels hui little in- 
clination to hf out (looj^. Moreover, the niuhllv h eat nnpau's slit'p, 
or makes il unrelre.shing. Even at St. An^istine, many iIicnuTS 
whom 1 know, Imvo fountl the heal, even la February, so depreiain^ thai 
they have retreated further north. 

I cannot, therefore, argue very strongly in favor of Florida cliniates. 
It is, on the other hand, my opinion, that those New England consump- 
tives, who ought to leave their home comforts and go 80Utli-»in other 
words, those who have the lung and strength left, to pass their time oat 
of dooi3, will do best to go to a climate that is a trifle bracing — in (act, 
one that shall have so much of the iKMth about it, as lo preserve the 
tone of the stomach, and the vital forces. 
There is such abundant evidence, as I have be/ore said, that the ro- « 
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lief or cure of consuinjjiiun dt'pends so much upon excellent feeding, and 
a subsequent good digestion and assimilation, that I must urge this point 
all the more strou<;iy. 

It will do well foi- peoplo of the lower midland States, who are bora 
and bred in a corresponding climate, to go farther South ; but this is not 
true for those of the far nortli, as far as my observation goes. 

To sum up the matter. The advantages of Aikeo, as a place ibr 
northern invalids in winter, consists in the following points its ease of 
access and its proximity to a metropolis ; its sheltered location ; its light, 
balmy air, and dry soil ; and its suitable and comparatively even tempera- 
tars ; and, finally, its compltic inland climate. 

I know of no other place having all these advant ^i: >s in so great or 
even proportion. There may be, and are, places having some of these 
quali6cations in a much greater dei^ree, but they iiick some of the otliers. 

It may be asked how the cliumte of Aiken compares with that of 
several southern seaport cities and towns, that have for many years been 
tavoritP places of resort. 

On tliis point I may ditier with many, f^r 1 have but little faith in 
seaports lor consumptives. Unless you l^o quite far South, the climate 
is neither om.' tiling oi the other ; it is not an inland climate, neither b it 
^ Innd cliniate ; but you have u mixluie uf each, a conibiiiation of land 
und sea-air, so lliiU, sirictly J^peakin*^, you hnve not tlio benefit of either. 

You may have a (hy, westerly vviiul m the luornini^, and it will 
twl grateful, but the afieriioou brings its cool, damp bvu-breeze, which, 
however pleasant to the well pei'son, is very seriously felt by the 
invalid, and he oscillates between these extremes, until his constitution 
is seriously affected. An invalid can bear much less chan^^e on the 
coast than In the interior. 

I Some of our New England physicians send their consumpdve patients 
I to Charleston, S. C. ; but, as far as I am aware, die Charleston physi-> 
cians think it the last place (or a consumptive to remain in. Although 
' the objections are less uigent, yet Savannah, Ga., comes in the same 
I category. 

As tor St* Augustine, Fla., the case appears a little different, Ibr it 
<t>ems to have less of tlie combination of the two climates, but more that 
of the land. Its climatic chonges are not great, but this is pretty much 
due to its high temperature, :nid its peculiar location as to water and other 
currents ; still it has some of the objections of Charleston and Savannah, 
besides those of distance, and a comparative want of ease of access. 

By the way of conclusion, I will say, that althoun;h the advantages 
of a chanire of climate, to those who have some lunj; and strength to 
'vork upon, caiuiot be estimated too biL^hly — yet there ;irf constantly 
iriirring to tlie uh'dical man, cases in wliich the ex[jediency of the 
' liange requires the finest judgment to proixMly dfcide, for it embraces 
jiher than medical considerations. Although, in advanced cases, there 
Hi ty. from sucli a cliange, be every reasonable prospect of the allevia- 
tion of the severer symptoms that wait upon ilie I'aul uiuiination of the 
disease, yet its advice must be considered as nearly always quite injudi- 
ciom. Lifb may sometimes be m little pi'olonged, but it is so at the ex* 
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pense of its s^'cctness. The abandonment of home and friends, and 
the going a\v;iy with a chance of dying among stiangers, is even more 
than a serious matter ; and I have seen instances, when painful me- 
mories, not only to the friends, but to medical adviser, might well 
have been spared. And if there is ever a time when one needs all 
the comforts of home, and the consolations of near friends, sui^ly it b div> 
ing the h<?lp!essness of the last days of pulmonary consumprion. 
Boitan, October, 1851. 



RBMRDY FOR TAPE* WORM. 

To the El f for of the Boston, Medical ond Snrgicfil Jonrval. 
Dear Sir, — On reading an article n?i pumpkin seeds, in a laie nniiiU'i 
of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 1 recommended it to an i»li- 
mate friend, u lio had, two months before, discharixeti aboJt 4 vds. of 
that detested paia>ile. a tapc-wona, and who was sure there was • .uoft 
of the same sort h it." He, in 3 days afterwards, showed me the bottle, 
since left at your office, containing what was formerly discharged, to- 
gether with the tapering part of that which was removed (b all about 
4 yards) by the remedy. 

His statements, which may be implicitly relied on, are, that for want 
of West Indian or other pumpkin seeds, he took undried acorn or nar- 
row*squash seeds, and proceeded, MtcundMn artem^ following the oig^ 
in about one hour and a half, with about six drachms of castor oil taken 
in two spoonsful of Holland gin. He drank very little water twice, 
drank and ate nothing else till noon, when the only effect of his faith and 
practice was manifested in one liquid discharge containing the squinn* 
mg worm ; at one end about ^ of an inch broad, and tapering down io 
nothing." 

If this remedy should continue to prove as efficacious as in this and 
former instances, it is to be lioped a specific has been found for one more 
of the ills that flesh is heir to," which remedy should nev^ r \u- lost 
sight of. F. W. CaACiis. 

Boston, Oct, 2b(A, 1851. 



ANALOGIES BLTWEEN AIXOHOIJC INTOXIC ATIOiN AND AN.(ESTU£ 

8IA BY INUAL.^TION OF ETHEK. 

BY S. 8AMFORD. 
(CommuiiicatMl fyr Om Boitmi Medical and Bmglail Journal.) 

Th£ 6rst effect of alcohol thrown into the stomach, in a not immodeiats 
quantity, is to increase the force and frequency of the heart's contractions, 
and produce a full and strong pulse. The organic functions are exalted* 
and the appetite and digestion increased. The perspiration is aug- 
mented, and especially the secretion of the kidneys, in accordance wiib 
the general physiological law, that whenever a drug determines towards a 
specific gland, it is for the purpose of separating this substance from the 
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blood. The bmin takes on an rxc iicil ;i( ii mi, oxhibiteH by loquacity, 
quickness iind \ HT-atility of tljnu<_;!ii, aniiuuled ^jiiiit-- nnd flinlied face. 
The characterisiic ieinj)eraraent becorn* - aj)parunt, and the man displays 
his Irails without reservation. If the d o^t* is not repeated, this condition 
subsides and a revulsion fulluus. During the stale of excitement, the 
volimtary control of the thouLdits is considerably weakened, and the 
iiiiaginalion is less under the inriiience of reason. Ideas and lancies are 
n!ggesled to the mind with surprising readiness, but a coiuinuous train of 
thought 18 difficult or impossible. If the quantity of alcohol takeD has 
been excessive, or is renewed, the intellect and the sensatbns are both 
perverted. Double and illusive vision occur ; the muscular movements 
ire variable and uncertain ; the voice indistinct, and the face pallid. In 
tbe most profound stages of intoxication, there is complete or almost 
entire absence of sense and volition, often amounting to coma« varying in 
t n^iiy from tbe lethargy of deep sleep to tlie torpor of apoplexy. The 
pube abates in quickness and force, the respiration is less frequent and deep, 
tod, in extreme cases, convulsions occur. Tbe post-mortem appearances 
Ironi death by alcohol are nearly as in apoplexy. The right side of tbe 
heart is found full of blood, while the left side and arteries are nearly 
empty, in consequence of the obstructed pulmonary circulation. The 
5iDu>^c5 of I fie l)rain are tumid with black blood, and effusions are found 
io the vrntricles. 

Tile effects of ether may be divided into three sta;^es. The fii-st is 
Oiie of excitement, exiiilaration and half unconsciousness. The mind 
sometimes darts away beyond the stars, and sometimes this sta^e is one 
of mere vertigo. The pulse is unacceleraled, and the face fliLslied. In 
ilie second stage, the consciousness gradually diminishes, and the last 
recollection is like an intensified sensation of ^oinu to sleep, ami an utter 
wipossibiliiy to resist it. The subject speaks whatever occurs to hiui, 
and he is unable to rcstmin himself, though he knows how absurdly he is 
talking. Some utter profanity, and some appear to be carrying on an 
inimated conversation, &c. if the inhalatbn is continued, complete in- 
Msibility ensues. The muscles are relaxed. Deglutitbn remains, and * 
the sphincters rarely yield. The circulatwn and temperature are lessen- 
ed, and the individual on awakening recollects pleasurable visions, or, 
peibaps, inexpressible horrors. 

The stages of inhalation are obviously like the effects of alcohol. 
Sensation and volition are gradually abolished, and organic life is carried 
on by means of the reflex action of the cerebro-spinal axis. The cere- 
brum yields first, then the cerebellum, which is shown by tlie loss of mo- 
tion succeeding the loss of intellect, and lastly the medulla oblongata, 
the rend vital ordinarily never sleeping. Alcohol absorbed into the 
tilood prevents its due aeration, and the vapor of ether produces the 
saitic cd'ect by excluding oxygen from the lun'js. 

The followino^ extract from a book written in 1803 by Dr. Trotter, a 
'ajrweon in the En;:lish Navy, sliows how nearly **/cfAcoft" bad been 
(iijcovert'd early in tlie century. 

"There is auoliicr species of intoxication that fo11o\\s the inhalation 
of inndiiiniable spirits by the nose and mouth without being swallowed. 
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Tins species of ebriely is cominou to coopers, pollers niwl oilier work- 
lueii employed in o llar and Histlllfrit's. The most volaiiU- part of liie 
spirit, or purest alcohol, w hich .-iri-i s in ]H>uniig it from ojie vessel to 
another, prohahly acts In* directiv stimnhjtin^ the lurvom membrana 
Sihntidi ri(i)i(i, spr» ad uImjuI the iiom- ai>d Iroatal sinuses, and also the 
inside of the mouilj, iracliea and lungs, and thus produces deliriuro. 
This ebriety is likewise transitory, and soon disappean when the patient 
is moved into the open air. It freqaently happens id ships, in pumping 
spirits from « laree cask imo a smaller one in the confined spnce of a 
spirit-room ; but the practice b dangerous, as vessels have oRen been 
set, on fire by a lighted candle touching the spirits ; and it is now strictly 
forbidden in all welUrogtdated ships in his Majesty's Navy." 
Boston, October ^thy 1851. 



• PHARMACEUTICAL CONVENTIOIV. 

To tlie Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Jonrnel. 

Dear Sib, — Being one of the Delej^ates from tlie Massachusetts College 
of Pharmacy to tlie " Phannaceufical Convention," lately held in !Vew 
York, 1 took the liberty of asktni; the Pre«?ident of iln' ISew York Col- 
h'L'C (one o( the Committee of Puhlication) for a brief notice ol the 
procecdin<»s of the c^n \-cnTion, and have iust received it from him. ! 
thouL^ht it might hi mieresiing to you; anfl if you think proper, you are 
at liljcity to publibi) it, or any part of it, although 1 have no auiliority 
for sayin<: <o. 

The ohjrcl in viftW hy the convrntitwi In mi^inix a Slnndini; Comniit- 
tee to re|K)rt to the next convention. to collect all kinds of infonrta- 
tioa, thai could in any way be made valuable in the advancement of the 
phanDaceuiical and medical professions, to receive suggestions and me* 
morials from druggists, pharmaceut'ists and physicians, and all odicisst 
all interested in the importation, manufacture, sale, compoonding or pre- 
' scribing of medicines, as well as from all drag, pharmaceutical, medical 
or scientific schools or associatbns, and report the same for the aelioo of 
the next convention. It is to be hoped that all interested will coDtri- 
bute to this object, and that a mass of information will be collected dur- 
ing the coming year, that will enable the next convention to adopt oai- 
Ibrm standards of quality and strength in medicine, for the whole cotiotnr, 
from the Government inspection of the crude article to the smallest bo* 
moBopathic dose. I am, very respectfully, vours, 

Boiion^ Od. S6, 1851. S. M. Colcobd. 

In pursuance of a call issued by the College of Phnrmncy of the City 
of New York, a Convention of Deleuales from the dititTent Colleges ol 
Pharmacy in ihe United Slates assembled at the College HrKun- in \f'^v 
York, at 5 o'clock, P. M.. on Wednesday, the 15th of 0( idIut. I>^1' - 
gates from Philadelphia and Ho-ton w ere in attendance. Tlie Maryland 
Colle(,a' (at Rahimore) and the Cincinnati College were not r»'prespnt- 
edy although delegates from each had been previously re|x>rted to the 
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commiuee of arrangetnents in New York. A communication of some 
length was received fmn the Cincinnati delegation. 

The convention was organised by the a()pointment of Mr. Charles 
Bllb, of Philadelphia, as Chairman, and Dr. Samuel R. Pbilbrick, of 
fiostoQ* as Secretar}" pro tern. A committee was then appointed by the 
nomination of each delegation, consisting of Messrs. Samuel M. Colcord 
of Boston, Alfred B. Taylor of Philadelphia, and George D. Coggeshali 
of iNew York, to examine cnMliMitials and nominate officers for the con* 
venlion. The committee retired, and on their return reported the ere- 
dentials satbfactory, and proposed Dr. C. B. Guthrie of New York as 
President, and Mr. Alfred B. Taylor of Philadelphia as Secretary, who 
were unanimously confirmed. 

Dr. Guthrie, on taking the chair, made a few remarks, expressive of 
h's sense of the honor confeiTeri by fippoiniini; him presiding ofTicer of 
file first convention of liie kind cvt-r held in the United States, and 
♦'Xplaniitory of the ohjerts of the convention, wliieh were in accord- 
unceuiih the ^rowin-i feeling amongst dniirijisls and phariniiceutists of 
necessity to est:iltli^h standards of th*' qualities of imported drti^s 
snd medicines i'or the l;o\ <'rnuient of the I'niied Slates hisp(Tt()rs at the 
different ports, antl, in addition, to act upon such matters of general in- 
terest to the profession as may he presented to the consideraliou of tlie 
convention. 

Reports were presented hy the majority (Messi-s. Guthrie and Cogges- 
Imll), and the minority (Mr. Merrick), of the New York delegates, em- 
bodying their views upon tlie subject of standards, and also in regard to 
false drugs which should be excluded. 

A communicauon from the Cincinnati delegates was read, and Mr. 
Restieaux, of Boston, rea<I an interesting statement of the working of the 
drug law in that city. 

A general discussion ensued upon various topics connected with the 
business of the convention, and resulted in the appointment of a eoin- 
inittee, consisting of Messi-s. Pi-octer of Philarlelpliia, Restieaux of Bos- 
ton, and Coggeshali of New York, to consider the several communica- 
tions, and to arrange the general plan of business, and report at the 
next sitting. 

The convention then adjourned to Thursday at 12 o'clock. 

Stcond Sitting, Oct. 16. — The convention met at 12 o'clock. The 
committee appointed yesterday, made a report, reviewin!^ the nnmptous 
propositions presented by the different collei^e-^. and sii!)niitliii^ a i^eiieral 
>yi*lum for reunlatinsj standards, which, in tlu ir judgment, should jin-vail 
uniformly at tiie ports of entry, with numerous specifications of promi- 
nent articles, to which their attention was called hy their importance, 
and the diliicuky that has heen sometime? found in decidin;^^ upon them. 

The report was considered in sections, in a len;;thy and very in- 
lert-siini^ di-cu^sion, in which the mendjers generally partici[)ateil. With 
K)nie aniemimenls the repurl was adopted. The coinniiltee also offered 
the ioUowing preamble and resolutions, which were ado])led, viz. : 

liliercasj The advancement of the true interests of the great body 
of piianuaccutical practitioners in all sections of our country is a subject 
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worthy of earnest consideradoa ; and whereas pharmaceutsis, ia tfadr 
interoourBe ahiong themselves, with physicians and the public, should be 
governed by a code of ethics calculated to elevate the standard and im- 
prove the practice of their art ; and whereas, the means of a regular 

Eharmaceutical education should be ofiered to the rising phariDaceutists 
y the esiablishnient of Schools of Pharmacy in suitable locations ; and 
whereas ii is greatly to be desired that the united action of the profeasioD 
should be dircf if'd to the accomplishment of thb object; therefore, 

Retohedf That in the opinion of tliis convention much good N\i11 re- 
sult from a more extended intercourse between the phannaceutisis of the 
several section^ of the Union, by which their customs and practice may 
be assimilated ; that pharninceiitists would promote their individual in- 
terests, and advance their professional standing, by forming assoclalions 
for mutual proteniion, and \he education of tlielr assistants when >^uch 
associations ha\e heconnj sulhcientiy matured i and that, in view of 
these iuiporiam euds, it is further 

Resolved, Tliat a convention be called , consisting of tbi-ee deleijatt^ 
each froMi incorporated and unincorporated pharmaceutical societies, to 
meet at Philadelphia on llic first Wednesday in October, 185'2, when 
all the important questions bearing on the profession may be considered, 
and measures adopted for the organization of a National Association, to 
meet every year. 

On motion, it was resolved, that the New York delegation be ap- 
pointed a committee to lay the report and proceedings of i&ts convention 
before the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, and after- 
wards have them published in pamphlet Ibmi. 

Dr. Phi I brick, of Boston, offered the following preamble and lesdii- 
tion, which were adopted : 

fVhereMif To secure the full benefits of tiie prohibition of sophisti- 
cated drugs and chemicals fixMn abroad, it is necessary to prevent home 
adulteration, therefore, 

Resohed, That this convention recommend to the several collei^es to 
adopt sui h measures as in tlieir respective Slates may he best calculated 
to secure that object. 

On motion of Mr. Colcord, of Boston, it was 

Resolved^ That a conuuiltee of three be appointed by this convention, 
to act as a standing committee, to collect and receive such inrorin;n!oii 
as may l)e valuable, and meuiorials and suLT'^estions fif>iii medical and 
pbarma<:eulical a-^sociations. to be presented to tlie next convention. 

The President a[>polnied G. D. Co«r«4eshall of ISew York, S. M. Col- 
cord of Bo-iton, and VV. Procter, Jr. of Philadelphia, as ilie conjn»illee. 

A vote of thanks to ibe officers was passed, and then the conveooon 
adjourned, to meet in Philadelphia on the first Wednesday in Octo- 
ber, 185^. 
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MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS 01 PAIU6. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical JovrnaL 

Mr lost letter* contained a brief descriptioo of the oi^gaoization of Pa- 
risian hospitals. It iwny not be out of place to briefly describe the me- 
thods of medical instruction in France, the facilities ibr which are 
such as to attract foreignen from the various countries of the globe. 

Jn the largest hospitals, students may be seen not only from the Bri- 
tish islands and America, but from the various countries of the Conti- 
nent of Europe, and occasionally among them one of the sable sons of 
Africa. 

Medical instruction is given at the Faculty of Medicine, in the Place 

de rEcole de Medecine. It is composed of twenty -six professoi"S, who 
are chosen by concours, but all elections are subject to the approval of 
the Minister of Pnl)1ic Instruction. Thov receive a salary varvint.' rrom 
•2.0(M) to i 0.000 francs, A (lean, who is the liead of the faculty, is 
elected every five veal's. OrfiU now orrupies ^h'\< plane. 

A student wlio pro))oses to graduate in Pans, mu t have attained the 
a^e of 18 years, must jmrsue his studies four years, and al the corn- 
luencemenl of every third month he must inscribe liis namt; at the Hu- 
reau of the Fa< ulty. Jt is also required that he have attained the dijdo- 
nia of Bachelor of Sciences. The exanunationsj vvhich are fi\e in 
number, are conducted in French. The student, upon takine oui live 
inscriptions, is entitled lo his first examination, which is in Chemistry, 
Botany and Natural History. After taking out twelve inscriptions, and 
on the completion of three ^ears* study, he can present himself for his 
second examination, which is in Anatomy and Physiology. At the end 
of (bm years, sixteen inscriptions being taken, the other examinations 
may be passed in intemal and external Pathology. Hygiene, Medical Ju- 
nsprudence, Pharmacy, and Materia Medlca and Therapeutics. The 
eighth and last examination, with the exception of Midwifery, is entirely 
practical, and is condueied at the bed-side. Two cases are selected b^ 
the examiners, at the Hotel Dieu or La Charit^, in which the student is 
expected to give the diagnosis, prognosis and treatment. He must aI<^o 
write a thesis, the subject of wliich may be selected by himself. He 
must likewise have served one year in a hospital. 

The schook of Paris are open to every nation, equally with tlie citi- 
zens of France, and to every creed. The only expense attending a 
course of instruction and n;radnation, is for each inseription about 30 
francs; for some, 50 francs is paid. Also, a fff of 30 francs to each 
professor for his examiiciiion, (50 for exauiinatinn of his thesis, and 100 
for his diploma. Insuuciion in this school is entirely gialuilous, as 
well as access to the library of 30.000 volumes, exclusively medical, 
and in the various lan^uajTes, and the extensive and excellent muse- 
uiii of comjiarative anatomy, iii the same building. 

The school of practical anatomy (Kcole Praii([ne d'Anatomie) is 
supplementary to this, and is composed of 150 siiulenls, of whom 50 
are annually admitted by competition, and an equal number leave the 

* See pafe 191 of tida vehime of tlie Jotuml. 
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school after three years' study. At this establishment and at Clamatt 
a] I the dissections in Paris are conducted. The practice elsewhere has 

been suppi'essed; on account of i(s supposed influence upon the public 
health. This prohibition is certainly more than compensated for by die 
ample rooms furnished at tliese places, at the public expense, and kept 
in the most perfect order. The rooms nt Claniart are one slocy bigli, 

surrounding a court in which trees are planted and a flower garden culli- 
vated. The rooms are well lighted, both fmrn the sides and above, nnd 
provided with stone Hooi*s. Ahundnnce of water is provided nt a lotiiil 
ill an open s()are between eacli two rootns. The expense here, incliuiinL' 
a proper supply ol subjects, is fiom 10 to 50 francs the season. Forty 
frnncs a nionili is usually i xpecled of those who transiently occupy the 
rooms. These rooms are open to all, except in summer, when dissec- 
tions are not perfiiitted, but praclieid surgery is liien taught. 

Instrucliun of every kind and i^nide is under the immediate contiol uf 
the ^overnmeiu ibrough the Minister of Public Instruction. Ao indi- 
vidual, not even the teacher of a primary school, is allowed to imparl 
instruction until he h^s submitted to an examination before one of the 
faculties or tribunals appointed to take cognizance of his capacities. The 
lectures tn the various branches of science are gratuitous. Nothing like 
office instruction is nractised here. The student enters hb oame at die 
Bureau of the Faculty, receives liis inscriptions, and pursues his studies 
as he finds most advantageous from time to time. The special hospitah 
nlK>rd ample opportunities for the study of those diseases to which they 
are appropriated, and tlie custom of examininc; all bodies at those imii- 
tutions, whose disease renders such examination of any interest, affords 
the most ample facilities for tlie study of pathology, internal and external. 

The system oteoncours for places as instructed, is of the most perfect 
kind in Paris; and although it is liable to some criticisms even in France, 
it is undoubtedly the best that could he |)ractised hei'e. The system is 
adapted to France, Ironi the fact thai it was commenced under the direct 
care of the i;nverinnent, and has parsed llirouj^h its vari(His i^Tadations 
under the wulebful care of the hii^best national tribunal. iNo person will 
attempt to contend for a place befores this Coniriiii^Kui, without tho- 
roughly preparing hiinsrlf for tli<; contest, whatever be his position in 
society. Those wba couie lioin llie humble walks of lile, are as well 
cared lur at the concoui*s as their otherwise more distinguished nei^^libors. 
Consequent!}', in perusing the lives ot eminent medical men of Pans, it 
will be found that the majority have obtained their places from a condi- 
tion of poverty. As an instance, M. Velpeau, from a peasant boy at- 
tained tne first rank among the Paris surgeons, and became the attendant 
and personal friend of Louis Pbillipe. I cannot but regret that he did 
not more fully honor the position which he had attained, by a more con- 
siderate bearing towards those whose pursuits are directed by his will. 
As the system of concours now exists and is practised, alt the medical 
men of Paris have an eye to the decisions of the board, and no member 
of that board would dare hazard his reputation by awarding in favor of 
an unworthy candidate. 

The system of concours, after all its real value here, would be by do 
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ineans adapted to Great Britain or the United States, from .the fact that 
our instiiutioos have* received no government aid and care. The first 
board of examiners (or even the first generation^ if a change were made) 
wouldy if competent, be widiout the restraints that would exist if a large 
liody of competent men had been educated to look after them. I 
have no doubt that some of the most unworthy and incompetent would 
find places, even in the schools and hospitals of Paris, were it not for the 
fact tliat Uiese contests are by law held in public, and the public look 
after them. These remarks may seem to embrace impressions of dis- 
trust for the medical talent of our o\^ n r nuntry. This supposition would 
be just only to a certain extent. I should be unwilling to admit that we 
have not as good medical talent as exists any where ; but that very many, 
liceosed to practise medicine in the United States, are no credit to them- 
selves or to tlie profession, no one will deny. On the contrary, pver\' 
person who cne^a^o? in practice here, b compelled to acquire much of 
the elements of medical science. C. B. Chapman* 



DR. DICK'S ALPHABF/I ICAI. No riCKS OF sriMTCTS CONNECTED 
WITH THE Tin: ATM K NT OF DYfisPEl'SlA. 

[Coi.i linh'ij from page 180. *] 

\ ALERiANA OFFICINALIS. — In iliis countfY valerian has hardly any oilier 
repuiaiioii than that of an antispasmodic. On the Continent, and more 
esjteclally in France, it ^(^i*^ rroHit for other virtues. It is even consider- 
ed Ity some as a specific in eplli'psy — an esiimaie of it more flattering 
llian well founclpd. In trutli, even as an aniispasiiiudic, it suits only 
the less grave and purely ruiu lional nervous d era d cements, such ils hys- 
teria ; and in such cases It acts hest when combined with ether or am- 
monia. Combined with the metallic salts, its range of action is ex- 
tended to cases of a more chronic kind. Thus the valerianate of sine 
is highly useful in a variety of neuralgic disorders. In France an ex- 
tract is employr d. A chemist in London, who attempted this prepara- 
tion at my request, finds it easily made. My object was to combme it 
with bismuth in gastrodynia. 

Wme. — Few, indeed, are the cases of dyspeptic derangement in 
which the use of wine is indicated. On the other band, it sometimes 
happens that abnormal states of the prima via present obstacles to the 
use of wine when it is constitutionally required ; yet such cases are not 
frequent, Ibr the constitutional disorder usually, by a sort of vicarious 
action, annihilates the irritability of the stomach, duodenum, &c. 

For those free from the arthritic and rheumatic diathesis, and whose 
(liopct'ive origans are healthy, perhaps the hest of all wines are irood !>ock 
and claret. For those, however, whase digestion is ft-eble anil disturbed 
by lactic acid in excess, as is the rn«:e with mauy, the more braudied 
wines, particularly slierry. are the m()>i ('li^ihle. 

The <^ross adulterations practised on almost all wines, very much les- 
sen the advantaji^e to he derived liom either their dietetic or medicinal 
employiiM lit. The good elU'cis of a saUitarv stimulus are often more 
lUn neutralized by the derangement to pnmaiy and secondary assimila- 



Digitized by Google 



«82 Rmdmufir Comumpttvei, 

tioo caused by the excessive admixture of alcohol, or by the tannin, 
coloring matters, &e., added to give a deceptive strength aod flavor to 

the liquor. 

In his day. Dr. Darwin preferred well-made British wines lo the 
foreign. We have little doubt that it would be easy to manufacture a 

home article not much inferior in agreeableness to much that b imported, 
and without tho-e intpr|>olaiions which prevent persons aware of them 
from using fon i^n rK|iiors without feelinL's of uncertainty or disgust. 

Zin€. — T!ie oxide and sulphate of zinc are the onlv two preparations 
requiring notice here. The former is a ntild tonic iik: ;nin^|>asnio(lic : 
the latter is an astriogeot tonic, and. in lar^jer doses, au enei^elic emetic. 

I have thus brought these papers to a clo-e. and take thi< opporiunity 
of expressing iny gratification at the intitnulioas which 1 have from time 
to time received from proftjssional brethren, of their satisfaction uiiu ui)' 
slight contributions. — London Lancet, 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 
BOttTON, NOVEMBER 5, 1851. 



RfKidrn" f~>r Cunsiimpfirfiit. — Medical prnctilioners will no doubt avaii 
iheinf^elves oi Dr. Btirneil's refomin»Mulation. in to-day's Journal, with re- 
gard to those of their consumptive palients vvlio arc about going South on the 
approach of winter. Dr. Burnell speaks from actual experience, which 
gives additional importance to his comma nication ; and being also an ac- 
complished physician, and a carefol and scientific obserYer, we have iro- 
plicjl confidence in his statements, and respect for his suggestions. 



EjqmUion of Tape-worm, — A communication in this day*s Journal, from 
Dr. Cragin, American Consul at Paramaribo, who was in Boston the paM 
week, adds very considerably lo the weight of testimoov accumulating in 

favor of the specitic action of pumpkin or common sqtin«h seeds in the ex- 
pul^ii*^»n of iape«worm. Thf* sperimen accotnpanyitiL: Dr. Crnirin's paper is 
the Mrniiij.'-i of evidfiire. No one. we heheve, wlio has resorted 10 this 
simple.-il oI all lutdicaljun, has been disappointed m \is action. 

While colluding memoranda oi diseases in the East, and especially in 
Bgypt, we have no recollection that any person spoke of tenia. At the 
corners of the streets and in the bazars, in the cities and towns throagli 
the valley of the Nile, squash seeds are retailed as nuts are in ouroira 
towns, and all the lower classes of people seem lo be perpetually eating 
them. Whether this univer.«*al custom woul l pr^venl the development of 
iap"-worm. or (li'slofinrf it so seasonably a> lo lead to the opiiiiou that it 
iievt i appcMred ih« r»>. is yet lo be ascertaiiietl. Certainly the imprisoned 
aninmis, which are occasionally brought here from Africa, are annoyed by 
the tape -worm, as well as those from South America. A very fine aol 
bear, belonirin<r to a menagerie, died while on exhibition in Boston, sooie 
years since, the victim of two enormous tape-worms that took possesiioa 
of the digestive apparatus, filling the intestinal canal nearly full. 
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Such is the encournn^enicnt with rrcrard to the new rpmctly from the 
cases reporletl, that physicians are bound to pursue the investigation, and 
not oDiy confirm the statements already made, if fotind to be strictly cor* 
rect, bat if possible explain the rationale of the process. 



Delirium Tremens. — In the late trial of James McGlue, at the present 
term of the District Court of the United Slates, held in Boston, fur the 
alleged murder of the first officer of the Barque Lewis, on the high sens, 
Dfs, John Ware* Bel]» Stedman, Peirson and others, were called in to 
give their testimony upon the characteristics of delirium tremens. The 
defence for the prisoner was based on the opinion that he was snfiering 
from the effects of habitual intemperance. The prisoner was a younf^ 
man, of fair complexion, small stature, and had none of the frencral cha- 
racteristics of habitual drunkenness in his appearance. He ran forward, it 
appears, on the deck, and plunged a kiiik- into the heart of Mr. Johnson, 
who fell dead ahnosl iufclanily. Tbe murderer was imniedialely secured, 
and the question on which medical testimony was solicited was whether 
the subsequent conduct of McGlue, for some hours after the bloody deed, 
was that of a person laboringunder delirium tremens. The medical ox- 
peitson the stand agreed very unit'onnly in their description of what the 
disease was, and the way in which it wn? manifested, and some of them 
rn'pr'ained an opinion that ilic prisoner was in that condition ; w hile others 
coiisidercd that the art seemed more like a Fiulden paroxysm of inania, 
and the expressions of renmrse when his consciousness returned, and the 
lamentations that followed, strengthened that view of the case. He had 
been intemperate ; and whatever his mental condition mav have been.it 
was unqaestionably produced by that curse of civilization, alcoholic drinks. 



Neio York Dental College. — A new dental school has been orgaitized at 
Syracuse, N. Y., and will speedily commence its regular annual course of 
lectures in all the dcpartroents which are legitimately embraced in the sci. 
cnce of dentistry. There are gentlemen engaged in the enterprise who are 
intimately identified with medical science and surgical art, and who have 
been long before the public as eminent men. It i? natural, thetcfore, to 
Inok forward to the respectability and influence the in^tiiuiion will un- 
doubtedly have. Dr. Spencer, Dr. Steartis and Dr. Sliipnian — the laiier 
au eminent surgeon, who takes the chair of Anatomy and Fhysi(»]ogy — 
together with Dr. Westcoit, who was some years one of the faculty in 
the Dental College at Baltimore, will give strength to the school even in 
its infancy. The terms of admission, &c., may be learned from the cir- 
cular. The session commences the first Monday in December. 



City Institutions, — Verily, there may be changes without improvements. 
How long is it since one physician had the entire medical service of alt 
the South Boston institutions on his hands, at half a salary ? But in 
came the sympathizing reformers, and relieved him of some of his re* 

sponsibiliiies, and appointed a special medical attendant on the House of 

Industry, and thp public tliou^ht well of it. But the ball ha>' rolled over 
a^ain. and n(»w the (renileman, who lias ju«t learned how to make hiiti>'df 
U!?eful, at the same lime that his professional scrvires are ecoiioinical Uu ihe 
city, is furnished with a passport and leave lo retire, and all the meuicul 
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and surgical services are ag:aiti to be discharged by one man. The in- 
cumbent will go on awimmingly till those who hare been remodelling and 
improving the medical organization of the institutions are themselves out 

of office, when the physician of all work will call for an assistant at i 
larger salary than it cost to let well enough alone. And this is a fair 
sample of the in<'on5:i<?teMry of men who nrc totally ignorant of the duties 
of a physician at the ^outh Boston institutions. 



Dr. Dick's Notices on the Trealment of Dyspepsia. — In this number of 
the Journal will be found the conclusion of a series of papers by Dr» Bo* 
bert Dick, of Lnndon, on ^iihjccts connected with the treatment of dy^pep- 
Fia. Their |)iil)licntion was coinmenccd in the London Lnncet in l>4b. 
and the lir^^t imndi'^r mnv he found in (lie Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal for Sept. 30, ot liiui year. They have been continued in earh 
volume since, as they arrived here, every article having been copied. The 
whole series constitutes a most valuable essay on the important subjects 
treated of, as it is from the pen of one who stands high in bl:^ profeb:^ioll 
as a practising physician and an author. The diflerent subjects al- 
luded to in the latter part of the series have been fewer and more brief 
than the previous ones, I nt are marked hy equal discrimination and pntm l 
judi^'riKMit. It is not improbable that the notices will be published lu a se- 
parate volume, in Engiatnl or this country. 



Effects of Morphine in Hernia. — E. \V. Dninnn, E«q., StTrcreon, of E-j- 
sex, Eng., rej it^s a case in the Laut el ot" rcduciioii ot hernia umler the 
influence ol morijhine, after many previous ineffectual attempts. Bleediiii,' 
preceded the successful trial. Mr. D. adds to his report the following re- 
marks. 

In the Monthly Journal of Medical Sciences for 1811-2, formerly 

edited by Dr. Cormack, several cases are piven of hernia having been re- 
duced ihroii'rh the influence of opium ; and one (Niiird^er of July, 1S42. 
page 591) where thre** grains of .soli*! opium and four and a hall grains 
of morphine were given in the cotirse of n lew hour*, before redsiction 
could be clfecled. 1 have mys^elf, whilst r* riidiug in the VVf.-.t Indies, seea 
several cases reduced by means of opium, and this is the third case that 
has occurred to me in this village within three years, where morphine 
has been effectual in hernia, twice in one individual. In the case of J. 
S., the hernia had been strangulated uv* niy-four hours before any medical 
man saw him. Had bleeding any e tied in rendering morphine more ef- 
fectual the second day ? Perhaps it had. I -liouM in fn'iirc, particularly 
in young and able subjects, always have recourse to bieediug before using 
morphine." 



Brand'uii; Desf.rft rs i n the British Army. — The followincr circular shows 
that a duly of u not very pleasant or complimentary character is hereafter 
to be performed by the army surgeons in Great Britain. We are not in« 
formed what officer has heretofore performed this service, but it would 
seem that it has been done with too much leniency, and that the surgenn 
has been selected as more likely to do it effectiuUly. 




Horse Guards, Au^pist lOM. 
;u]ar Memorandum. — In consequence of the diversity of practice 
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anJ inelTieiency of ilie existing meihods of inarking- the deserter with ihe 
letter D» and it being found, in many instances, that the mark has become 
obliterated in a short time, and even been removed by artificial means, it 
has been decided that, from the 1st October next, this part of the sentence 

of the court'inartial shall be inflicted, in all cases where practicable, in the 
military prisons Z»y the medical officer attached to each of these establish- 
ments, and under special inrstriiciions from the Secretary of War. Under 
this im{)r()vod ssystem it is expected that this important part of the sen- 
tences of couVts-mariial urill he duly a/id fffrrJualbj curried out. Uilenders 
sentenced to inipri.soniiieui, and who are, also, lo be niarkcd vviih the letter 
D, will, therefore, iu all eases be committed to a military prison, in order 
to this part of their sentence being inflicted. This rale applies equally to 
all deserters so sentenced, whether the individual is ultimately to be dis- 
charged the service or not, although such prisoners may not be liable to 
be retained in the military prisons for a longer period than may be dccrr.cd 
sufficient to render the mark indelible. Soldiers, however, who are to bo 
mnrked with the letter D and sentenced lo transportation without previous 
impri>nnment, or belonofing to corps stationed in districts where there may 
Dot be a nniitary prison, are to be so niarked at their regiments as hereto- 
ibie. In order to ascertain how far a permanent impression has been ob- 
tained, a record is to be kept at the prison, showing the date on which the 
ofllender is marked, and the state of the mark when he quits the prison ; 
and reports thereon are to be made, periodically, to the Wor-oflice from 
the several mili'ary prisons. An annual return is also to be transmitted 
on the first of Jannarv in each y;\'ir to the War-()f[i,'«> liy rei^itnent* and 
dppot«. shovvini: tlic nanjes of all soldiers who have been so niarked in the 
lajiitary prisons, and the state of the mark at the date of the return being- 
rendered. As the new arrangement will commence on the 1st October 
next, a return for the quarter to the 31st December, 1851, is to be render- 
ed to the War-office. — ^By command, G. Brown, Adjutant-General." 



Females in Manufactories. — ^From Dr. T. H. Yardley's report, to the 
Pennsylvania Medical Society, of the sanitary condition of the Northern 
Liberties of Philadelphia, we take the following statistics anil remarks 
respecting a matter that deserves more attention than is ns^nally bestowed 
upon it. The district of the Northern Liberties has 47,223 inhabitants. 

"Of tb*' males of this district, 4'163. and 11*^4 of the females, are em- 
ployed in rnannfaclorics — beintr nearly 12 in every 100. The niales re- 
ceive Slid, 657 per monih, and the femalrs S12,000 ; averai^ing nearly 
826 00 for the former, and less tbari Sll 00 for the latter. This is a strik- 
ing instance of the ffreat disproportion between the wages of moles and 
females, and is doubtless the main cause of the great mortality and sensual 
depravity of the latter. Their wages are inadequate for the support of them- 
selves and those dependent on them ; and the consequence is, either they 
work night and day, in crowded, ill-vcniilated apartments, and live on 
impoverished fare, till death ends their sn tit rings, or. revoking a< it may 
be to iheir feelini^s, they sell themselves for bread. 'Tis us*^-!es« if) tallr of 
morality to a starving woman while she knows that couriezans fare sump- 
tuously every day, and walk the streets decked with silks and jewels." 



A Model Clrrgymrni. — At a semi-centennial celebration of the settlement 
of the Kev. Dr. Snell, over the church in iSoiih Brookfield, Mass., the 
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Rev. Dr., in addressing liis people, took occa&iou to remark : Oae oiber 
thing I moit not suppress ; I would patronize regular-bred phyaiciaiis— 
men of good character, and well acquainted with their profession. It is 
perfectly preposterous to suppose that those who never made the honiaa 
system, and diseases and medicine, their study, should better know what 
ails the patient, and what treatment his case, under nil rircnmslances, 
requires, ihnn observation and practice. Health and life are too rahi- 
able to be siicrifirfd on the shrine of iirnoranre. I wonid have no 
fellowship vviili uliraisaj, hiimbucfic^ery, miackery, mesmerism, and luyste- 
rious koockings — all of a sort — the plague of wise men and the idols of 
fools." We commend this to the notice of our clerical friends who are so 
anxious to make proselytes to the modern systems of medical torn •fooleries. 
— JV: Y. Med. Timet. 



Improverjients at the McLdian A:ti/ln/H. — Two new buildings are u\ 
course of construction upon the grounds in front of the McLean Asylan 
at Somerville. Each building is 63 feet in length and 61 in width, two 
stories hi^h, built of brick, with piaszm roofs. When finished, they are to 

be occu|>tt(l by the convalescent patients. Tho M|>:irimeiits are admiiably 
planned by the superintendent. Dr. B^'ll. Each building will accoienm- 
dale but eiirht persons, and to enrh patient is to he appropriated u fpa-ious 
parlor, a sbjcpiri^f room and a buihmg room. Tlie rooms nre .til to be car- 
peted and farmsiied in good style. They are well veiiulaied, and can be 
warmed by furnaces, or in the usual way by grate fires. The entire 
grounds are to be improved and greatly beautified by the addition of shrub- 
t>cry and ornamental trees, and the laying out of walks for promenading. 
There are 200 patienta in the institution at the present time, about half of 
which number are females, and all are in good health, in a physical sense. 
The new buildings are constructed out of the Applelon fund. — Baitm 
Evening Journal. 



The Plague at the Cnnnj-ie^. — A 1* ttf-r from an otiicer of the V . S. ' r.z 
Porpoise, dated at Teuende, Sc|»i. 4, states thfit one -fifth ol ibe vviioie 
population of Palmas, a port in Gomera, one ol the Canaries, which cou* 
sisted of 18,000 in all, has been swept away by the plague. Among the 
number is the United States Consul, Mr. Torres', and all his family ei- 
cept one child. At the appearance of the pestilence, Mr. Torres sent his 
daughters, who were interesting young ladies, into tUe interior, but hearing 
that they wore si-^k, followed them and found them all dead, servants in- 
cluded. The distress on the island is inconceivable. In Tenerifie it wai 
perfectly healthy. 

The Sanitary Confermce at Paris. — The lirst meeting of the Saiiitary 
Conference look place on the 2dd July, in the hotel of the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. It was attended by delegates from Great Britain, Francet 

Austria, Spain. Sardinia, and Greece. The delegates were called loijelher 
by M. David, Minister Pb nipoteniiary and Delegate from France, who io 

n brief address welcomed the delegates to Paris, and expressed a hope 
that thfir deliberations would bo of ^fni service to the intrrcsls of the 
several States wbiih they rcjin'scnted. The first piorerdinLr w.is the 
election of a president of the conierence. when M. David was chosen 
unanimously. This was the priaci|uil bu>incss of the nieetiiig, which was 
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adjonrned for several days to nllow lime for ihe arrival of delegates who 
are expprtnd from Russia, Turkey, Tti rr\ny, \hv Komnn Slates, the Two 
Sicilies. Poriniral, and other*. Groat Britain is rcprf'.^MUed at the confer- 
ence by Dr. Saiherhind arifl Sir Anifionv Perrier, Consul at Brost. It 
is flaled thai the French G«ivernineril attach much importouce to the San- 
itary Confetence. — London Medical Gazette. 



Sanitary Movtmcnt in Bds;iiim. — The Board of Public Heahh in 
BfUi.scls {ComeU supcriem' <Vhysj;ieiie puhlique) ha.s decided on the holding 
of a hygienic congress, al the time of ihe next Scptoniber festivals in the 
Belgian capital, under the presidency of M. Liedis, Minister of Slate jand 
chairman of the above board. This congress, to which, besides several 
notabilities, the delesrates of the committees of public health are invited, 
has for its object to determine the most necessary works for the salnhrity 
{asminissement) of the towns and rural districts, and to point out practical 
and eilicacious mea»is for ptiriitii^ inio practice the intention!? of jrovern- 
tn ttt. The superior bo.ird lias ifj cited the governor of tlv^ provinces to 
iridh ale the persons who would be most fit for that itoportunt and useful 
mission, — I6id. 



Msdical ^ftscdlanif. — la the city of BcrliUj ihe capital of Prussia, it i» etilimated 
tliat 200 divorces take place amiuaily, u|x>n an average, and 8000 illegitimate 
children are born. — A vessel arrived at Plnladelphia. last week, from Liverpool, 
with several cnsps of }<maIlpox on boaril. — Dr, Daniel Fisher, of F-iUTartown, 
Ma^., IS a caiididaie for the Senate. — The Magnetic Herald from Jb^ilv iUe, Madi- 
NQ County, N. Y., will never kill any one by its shoeks.^The oonise of lectuies 
in the New York College of Physicians and Sur«j;eon8 was comtnenced on the 
13lh ult. with an inlroductory lecture dehvered by Prof. Parker. — An introductory 
by Prof. Barker was delivered at the New York Medical College on the 20th ult.— 
Prof. Draper commenced the course at the New York University Medical College 
) : ihc 21st ult. His lecture is published entire in the New York Medical Gazette. 
I he classes in these schools, as well as in those of Philadelphia, are represented 
to be as lar^re at least as ever before. — The lectures in the Massachusetts Medtcal 
College commence this day with an introductory by Profe^r Cooke, atid the 
prospects are favorable for a sncceseful coorse.—Uuring the week endine: Sept. 
lith, 1,026 deaths were registered in London — about 1 death in every 10 minutes. 
The p tpulatioii \-* now about 2,381,000, aud the mortality theretbre I iu 2,320 for 
1 ' week. The births were 1,429. 



To CoiiRE<!P(».vi>K.N rs. — \ paper from Dr. 8. A. tJarlwrighl, of N^w Orleans, oo the Reduc- 
tMo flf DisloealioiH of ttie Pnmur, bas been received, aod will be insened ia the next or the sue* 
ceedim; nimdier of the Jouiml. 



SIarriro,— 'Iu Charlestowu, Mom., Edward It. K. Revere, M.D., of Grecntieid, toMtsji Laura 
P. JoHati.>-Ai Bdrhertown, Mom., Dr. Charles Robmsoii, of Saeremento City, CaL. to Miss 
i^arah T. D. Lawrence. 



Died,— At Tyog^boro', Mass., Calvin Thomiis, 1I.D., 85. 



titaihi in RntfoH — for thr week cndinj^ Saturday nrvon, Nov. Isi, W.—Mnles, .'53 — r*>tTial''N, 33. 
AecidMHal, 2— disease of boweU, tiidammation of txtwcls, 3 — ctMiKUmption, 1 1<— convul^ioiM, 
5— ffoop, !— <W>ility, I— <lyseiiicry, S—dropny. I— dropsy of brnrn, 4— «xnan«tioQ, I— fisrer, 1— 
typhf»i'l fi-vcr. 2 — luii^ fever, 1 — Srain fi-vor, 1 — rh<-'iin» ilir f('« or. I — lioDpiiit; roiiijli, — homicide, 
l--^i<ieaiie of heart, 1 — liemorrhaj^e. I — mriuiilc, 'J — iuliainmition, 1 — inHanimalioa of lua^, &— 
marasmus, f— old age, 1 — puriKira, I — puerperal, I— teething, 2— -unknown, 1. 

Uii«ler 5 vearn, .3.^ — IhMwcoh 5 nnd 20 years. 4 — '''-tn r^i*!! :20 and vfT!r<«, 17 — between "tO 
and GO years, 6— overti<J years, (>. Americans, ''^ ; loreiguers and cluldrcu of foreigners, 40, 
Tbe above ineladea 4 deaihi *l Uie Citj InMituUoiig. 
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PoisoHwg by Mushrooms. — Two highly respected officers of ibe Belgian 
Cuirassiers, quartered at Bruges, died on the 10th of October, under cir- 
cumstances which ought to he made known as publicly ns possible. Tbpr 
were in perfect health on Monday. On Tuesday they dined in their qaar« 

lers, and ordered some mushrooms, dressed in some favorite sauce, for 
(itnniT, of whit'h they both pnrlonk. A lew hours nfterwarHf they wore 
bolii lakni ill ol a horriblt- and unionizing colic, which l^efore ni^lit became 
so nhiriiiing' that medical a^sl.slance was f^ent for, \vh»'ii it Ucame \\v: 
tipiiijoii of the doclorsi that llic sufferers had been poisoned by the raush- 
rooms. Every efibrt was made to save them, but without effect; after 
sufTenn^ the most horrible agonies the whole nigfht, during which one of 
them broke liis back from the violence of his convulsions, they both ex- 
pired towards morningr, nuci were buried with military honors. So gxn\ 
thr in^ornst taken in the fate ofthesr distinguished officers, that nearly 
the whole town assisted at the funeral ; liie crowd was immense, nnd mo*' 
of their comrades wept bitterly. But the most fearful circumsiunro toii- 
nected with the case is, the declaration of several medical men and cht- 
mists, that the poison of the mushroom is really contained in the true 
Agarieus eampestris, or common mushroom, after a certain stage of growth ; 
and Professor Orfila has hinted at the same in bis Book on Poitom, Thii, 
if a fact, ought to be generally made known. 



AmHlion a Cause of DweM* — Mr. L. J. Beale, in his late work, says— 
*' Ambition in excess, is a very prolific source of diaease during the active 
period of life. Whatever overstrains or overtaxes the mind, whether 
study, or unceasing application to business, Rflfecls the healthy functions of 
the hrnin and nervous system. The care and anxieties of n family niay 
aiT'jravnte the mischief. The difficulty of providinir lor children, the ne- 
ce»urily enurmuus exprii>i < of modern life, the closeness of compeiuion. 
and the consequent strain on the faculties, wlicre ihey are not the strong- 
est, too often lay the foundation of disease in the most sensitive and amia- 
ble of mankind. False notiotit of ambition, and over*estimation of oar 
talents, are frequently at the root of this evil. All start with a hope to 
reach the highest pinnacle of distinction in their resjiective pursuits; ol 
cnur-^e, a!! cannot succeed. Nature herself puts in nlsje^Mions. Some nun 
slie endows wiih orq-nns of such surpassing excellence, that other??, ^viia 
double the a|ij)lioation, cannot keep pace with them. Some are more *ik- 
cei-slul than oiliers, from wlmt is commonly called luck. A forlunuie con- 
currence of circumstances places an individual in a position where hi» 
peculiar talents tell ; while another* of equal or even better abilities, may 
never have a similar chance. It must be admitted, however, that in roo»t 
of these comparisons there is a superiority somewhere in the successful 
candidate. Some men join lo a moderate degree of talent great knowledge 
of manlcind, and apply, in addition to a full acquaintance wiiii i heir pro- 
fession, (Tuit, cunning, or tact, to push ihemseives lorward. Souie havf* 
more self-esteem, and, consequently, greater confidence in ihemiielves, ami 
this is a most important item towards success in life." 



Honor ronftrred on Professor Liebiij — Professor LiEBir,, of (iu -^en, 
has been decorated with the Cross of Ciuntnander of the nrder o/ i raiicis 
Joseph, on account of the services he has rendered to the science of che- 
mistry.^L9iu2on Medical Qaz, 
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CAUSES OP INSANITY. 

Ao Address delivered before die Norfolk (Mi«s«.J Distrirl Medical Society, May 14Ui, and 
comroiMiicated for the Boston Medieal and Snigieal Joomat. 

BY KUWARD JAAVIS, OV DORCHi:ST£R. 

The sole business of the physician is with disease as it presents itself to 
him. Professionally be is not presumed to know men in health, except 
3^ they arrive at that high condition from a lower aod a diseased state 
lhrouH,h his menns. 

Yet, as we are called u|X)n to guitl ■ and to aid di<;onsed and weaken- 
ttl men in their upward progress lo tiieir orii^inal point of health, we 
may find soiiie aid from knowing the history of their progress downward. 
It h, tlierefore, more than a matter of cinioiily to know the early history 
of llie cases whirh we are called ii|)on to treat, the precedent events, 
acts, exposures and influences which may be assumed as the causes of 
the change from the healthy to the unhealthy condition — which niduced 
the 6i8t step of the disease or urged its succeeding progress. 

This might be an interesting study for a week, or a month, or a year, 
to range through the whole catalogue of diseases, and investigate all 
their causes, fikit the few minutes which we, now and here, can devote 
10 this consideration, must limit me to the hbtory of the causes of a 
single disease. I have, therefore, selected one, of the greatest interest 
to myself, and, T trust, of sufficient interest to the gentlemen of this So*- 
ciety — ^tbat is, Insanity. 

ui saying that I select insanity as a single disease, I would not be 
understood to imply, that insanity is always one and the same disease ; 
that like the marble statue it is compo<?ed of the same elements, and pre* 
sents the sapie form and phase, and the identical expression at all times. 
Rut like the expressions of the human rountenanre. there may not be 
two cases of insanity exactly ahke. Though there may he the same 
_'pneral form and the same elenients. yet the combinations of these ele- 
iivnis are so various that a minute description of any one case will not 
coinnlf'telv t'lll llie oullinr of any (Uiier. 

Insanity uiay properly he assumed as a rla«s of diseases, and the 
name, like the tenn dvspepsia, he e(^nsidered ratlier as ueneric than spe- 
cific i for as one includes tlie jnaiiifold derangements of the digestive or- 
15 
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gans, so the other includes the maoilbld derangemeDls oT the braiii— the 
mind and the moral aflfectioDS. 

Many writers have attempted to describe insanity in a few lines; 
physicians for nosological purposes, law-givers for legal purposes, aod 
judges for juridical purposes, have all tried it ; but hardly two of iheir 
descriptions are alike; and one might suppose that they had in their 
minds different diseases ; and very probably they had as their ideab dif- 
ferent cases or phases of it, when they described it. 

Without attempting any accurate description here, I presume I shall 
be sufficienTly understood if 1 merely say, that, by the term insanity, I 
intend to include the perversion or the impairiueut of the mind or of the 
mora! atreclions, either entire or partial. 

Bui our ]ireseiu l)usiDess is not so much to determine what insanity is, 

as what lis eHU«<'«; nro. 

In forniiiii^ au opuuou of the kinds, frequpncy and proportion of the 
spvpr^l riurses of insrinity, or of the vatious coiidilious uut of which 
this (iistnise or this clus-i of diseases grows, the re|)orts of lunatic hos- 
pitals must be resorted to. Inasmuch as these reports are prepared hy 
medical suptnliitendeuts, who have the largest field of observation, and 
many of wlium have takeii great pains lo asceitain and report these 
causes, they are now the only sources to which we can reasonably look 
for such facts as will justify any conclusion in this matter. 1 bsve 
therefore consulted the reports of the establishments, public or private, 
for the cure or the custody of the insane, in various nations. Tliere are 
1 19 French, 37 Belgian, German, 159 English and Welsh, 8 Scoitbb, 
12 Irish, 1 Canadian, 20 American — 358 hospitals or establishments, 
in all. 

From some of iIk^sc establishments, 1 have the reports of all the pa- 
tieni-^ ih It li ve been rweived since their first beginning, which run 
back to Hoi in re*^'ard to St. Luke's in London, and to 1719 in regard 
to Tice Hurst in £iigland, and other reports cover periods varying nom 
fifty years down to one year, as those of all the French hospitals. 

In the whole of these reports we have the accounts of 144,7(>G pa- 
tients that have been submitted to their care. But the raiNcs of on!y 
a portion of these 144,76() cases are given. The Pu li miu iii.ti v Repotb 
of the British and Irish hospitals stale the cnusr- ol the lunacy of onl) 
those who have been received within the last five reported years. Some 
of the American reports give no causes at all, and all the r- ,-r)ri-. iu 
every country, jjive a large part of their cases as arisinj^ Iroai c.ui>t-s un- 
known. We have, liierefore, the causes stated of only 3*2,^^14 cases ol 
lunacy. 

The kinds and numbers of these causes or classes of causes differ in 
different nations according to their habits of minute division and clasaifi* 
cation. The Britisli reports reduce these to sixteen causes or classes of 
causes, at most, and some give as few as eight. The French reports 
give twenty. But the American reporter make much more minute di- 
visk>ns. Thus, from the Asylum at Btoomiiigdale, New York, we have 
eighty-five causes ; the Western Virginia, at Staunton, seventy-five ; the 
New York State Asylum, at Utica, sixty-five ; the Pennsylvania Hos- 
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pital at Philadelpljla, thirty-four ; and the reports of all the asylums 
of the United States give one liundred and eighty-one different causes 
of insanity. But as ten of these are synonyms of others, they may be 
reduced to one hundred and seventy-one difierent causes of insanity in 
America. The Ibl lowing enumeration shows through what channels or 
by what means insanity has come upon the ]ieopIe of this countiy. 



Causes of Insanity. 



Old a^e 



CongtnUal, 



irregular decay of powers 

Diseases, 

Arnchrioidilis 
Convulsions 
Phrenilis 

Congestion of brain 
Difease of brain 
Neuralgia 
Nervous irritation 
Excessive pain 
Dysentery 
Dyspepsia 
Erysipehis 
Phthisis 
Measles 
Gout 

Rheuinati^m 

" bilious 
Fever, typhus 
•* nervous 
" intermittent 

scarlet 
•* yellow 
" bilious 
Gastritis 

Spine, irritation of 

" disease of 
Supprei<siuu of hemorrhoids 
perspifHlion 



PniSICAL CAU8X8. 

Menstruation suppressed at change 

of life 
Hysteria 

Pregnancy 
A ho rt ion 
Parturition 
Puerperal 
Gold in childbed 
Lactation 
III health 

and solitude 

perplexity in business 
taniilv trouble 
pecuniary difficulty 
•* lawsuit 



eruption 
fistula 
tumor 
secretions 



Smallpox 
Varioloid 

Sf^xual derangement 
L'lerus, disease of 
Menstruation, irregular 
** profuse 

suspended 



«* 



I* 



it 



Injuries. 
Brain, concussion of 

*' lesion of 
-Head, blow on 

** fracture of 

** burn on 

•* malformed 
Wound, gun-shot 

" punctured 
Fall 

Kick on stomach 
Suri^ncal operation 
Tight hieing 
Mesmerism 

White lead, working in 
Acetate of lead 
Vapor of charcoal 

carbonic acid gas 
prussic acid 
metallic 
Quinine, excess of 
Insolation 

and drinking cold water 
Heat, excessive, exposure to 
Cold, exposure to 
Cold water, bathing in 
Excessive labor 



It 
«( 
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Boiiily exertion 
Loss of sleep 
Sedentary life 
Want of exercise 

Idleness 

Dissipalinn 

Intemperance in spirit 



Mental labor and exciteioeiit 
*' faiiirue 
** shock 
** perplexity 
Study, excessive 

of metaphysics 
of phrenology 
Excitement of lawsuit 
" politics 
♦* Mexican war 

»• visilingf 
•* sea voyage 

License question 
Anti^ent 

Application to basiness 

Fourierism 

Preaching sixteen days and nigbta 

Btowincr Hfe all nigbt 

Kechabiiism 
Reading vile books 
Seclusion 
Avarice 

Anticipation of weilth 
Specalfttion in stocks 

morus muliicaulis 

Dealing in lottery tickets 
Perplexity in bu-inoss 
PfTiiniarv difficuiues 
Di-:4Jpomiment in business 
Loss of money 

property 
Reverse of fortune 
Want of employment 

" occupation 
Fear of poverty 
Destitution 
Death of relatives 
** husband 

father 

son 



Intemperance iti smoking 
aonff 

" opium ea^iog 

Masturbation 
Syphilis 

ToTiL, 93. 

nORAL CAUSBS. 

Sickness and death of friends 
" kindred 

Murder of son 
Anxiety 

and lc«s of sleep 
** for absent friends 
Homesickness 
Lost in the woods 
Disappointment 

«• in ]ovp 

" in ambition 

Love nnrcquitcd 
Doinesiic alHictiou 
trouble 

Family 

Bad conduct of children 
III treatment 

of husband 
Abu-^e of husband 
lii treaimetil of parents 
Infidelity of husband 

•* wife 
Seduction 
False accusation 
Imprisonment for crime 
Di^calty in neighborhood 
Pas? ion, un governed 
Violent temper 
Jealousy 
Pride, mortifie<l 
Faulty education 
Duel 
Fright 
Celibacy 

Beligious anxiety 

" excitement 
Remorse 
Millorism 
Mormonism 

Total, 80. 



friend, sight of 

There may be enofs in this imputation of causes. Tbey are taken 
often from the mouths of unprofessional friends,* who are unused to nice 
discriminatkui, and whose imagination may sometimes have something to 
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do with iht-ir notions of facts. And some of these facts, which they 
suppose to be causes, may have been merely precedent, or co-existing, 
or even subsequent events. And some may have been rather the con- 
sequences or resolts, or even a part of tbe disease itself, mtber then its 
cause. As scMfuetiraes when a man*s brain becomes excited and his 
mind unbalanced, be runs into wild speculations, in which be becomes 
exrited still more. These speculations then may seem to his firiends 
to be tbe original cause of bis excitement. Some other persons, in cer- 
tain excitable states of the nervous system, crave ardent spirits, which is 
then the consequence or a part of the insanity, and not its cause. 

In many cases of insanity, there are several causes, or precedent 
facts that may be assuined as causes, of the derangement. As a lunatic 
may be the son of an insane parent ; this would indicate bis disease lo 
be hereditary. He may have been intensely and anxiously engaged in 
trade ; his deranjc^ment may therefore be said to arise from excessive 
mental anion in btistness ; and after nil his labor and anxiety, when 
success and forlune xxcrf just wiifiin his t^rasp, an iinlncky speculation 
or turn of the limes may have snatchr'd tlir whole from h'uw, and all was 
lost, ihpn his insanity might be imputed to disappoitiimtnit in business. 
Besides all this, he may have been iutemperate, and then ins lunacy may 
be cliargod to intemperance. 

Tiiis is indeed an extreme case, yet it may have happened. And it 
is not uncommon for two or more of the events or farts, that are here 
eauiiiorated as causes, to have happened to a lunatic previous to his dis- 
ease. As a student excessively enijaged in study is also dyspejitic, and 
then becomes insane, and he not unfrequently adds masturbation to these 
causes of mental disturbance. An intemperate man very frequently 
manages his afiiiifs indiscreetly, and becomes embarrassed or poor ; or if 
he holds a public office he loses it, and is therefore disappointed. Either 
or all of these may be assumed as Hhe cause or causes of the mental 
disorder. 

In these cases, and others of similar character, there is an opportunity 
of selection of causes, to which the insanity is imputed. If, then, the 
physician or officer who makes the examination and reports the cause, 
has any theory of the paramount power or prevalence of certain cause 
or causes, be can hardly avoid selecting thb or these as the leading or 
sole cause, above, and in preference to, others which may have existed 
and co-operated, or even had primary influence in inducing the disease. 

Hence we find, that under the administration of some minds with one 
tilling idea as to the prevnienre or ]>ower of certain cusionis in pn)durin(» 
mental disorder, one cause or class of causes has n »nnrl<ed prominence 
or frequency in the cataloLnie : while under anollicr mind, with another 
rnlini; idea, another cnuse or class of causes seems to have a ieadm<> dis- 
turhiu!» indueno" upon the hrain. 

Tims if one lias a stront^ conviction, llial tlie jreneral plans of edu- 
cating the youni; stimulate their mind^ or excite their hrnins to a danger- 
04is extent, or ihat the general interest and active eni:ai;efneiits In jvoliti- 
cal strife, or the tiartjesines-; with which men in this cuuuiry usually 
ecgaije in busine5S,'are injurious lo regularity of cerebral action and mental 
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health, he will 6nd a very laiige portion of his patients to be made insane 
from excessive meatal actbn. Or if he believes the use of alcoholic 
stimulunis to be injurious to the brain and mind, he will 6nd no small pofw 
tioa of the iosanitjr that comes under his notice to be chargeable to 
ioteroperanoe, because there are very many who have used spirit b some 
degree, and many who have been excessively industrious students u 
schools or elsewhere, or very attentive to business or politics. 

To these different states of mind of the exnrnlner or reporter may he 
attrihtited. in part at least, llie (iiiierence of proporlions of cases pro- 
dtirpd by ditferent leading causes, received into liospitals from people and 
coinifuinities of sifnilnr liabils and character. 

I \suiikl not suggest a doubl, that these events or iiai)its did exist, ami 
were partially or entirely tlie causes of ilie lunacy : hut whether lln'V 
were the sole causes, and in all rases the leading causes, is a matter upoa 
which there may be some ditfereuce of opinion. ^ 

It is very common with writers on insanity to divide these causes ioio 
two classes — the Piiysical and the Moi.il. 

1st, The Physical, which produce their primary effect on the physical 
ttnictnre of Uic brain or some other organs, and dbturbing the ceiebiil 
actions, produce their secondary effect on the mental operation:! ; as a 
blow on the head, or epilepsy, or a disordered stomach, or the puerperal 
condition, supprewed excretion, be. 

9d, The Moral causes, which act directly on the mind itself ; as ei> , 
cassive study, disappointment, grief, trouble, &c« 

The brain has a fourfold office to perform. It is the seat of the mind. 
Not that the brain is the mind itself, nor even that the action of the brain 
merely Ls mental action. But through the brain alone the mind operatfs 
and is manifested here, and it alone is the or^an of menial action. There* 
fore the operations of the mind are essentially connected with the condi* 
tion of the brain. Whenever that «is torpid, as in apof^exy, the mind 
app(^^rs to be torpid ; whenever the brain is excited, as in intoxication, 
the mind is excited ; and whenever the hratn i'^ uncertain or irregular ia 
its action, the minri is wavwntrl n«ui ils opcratior^s are dcran'jed. 

The moral aftectious, liie emotions and Am-Iih^s and pas'^ions. are con- 
nected with the hmin in the same way a'^ is the mind. IVot tlial the 
brain loves, and hates, and feels the force of passion primarily : hut it is 
tlnough the brain that then' attcctions and passions are manifested. 
Thus when the brain is in a certain condition, as in some slaves of epi- 
leptic mania, the most malignant pas<5ion and hatred are shown ; and in 
some oilier conditions there appea»^ the warmest love. In other condi- 
tions there is a propensity to deslmy or to fight. There may be hi«{h 
and exhilamting hope, or deep depression and despair, connected with 
different states of the cerebral organ. 

The brain is also the seat of sensaibn ; it perceives all that seems to 
be perceived in the organs of special sense and througliout the whole 
frame. 

Besides these connections of the brain with the mind, the moral afier- 
lions, and the organs of sense, it has direct and intimate connection with 
ail the organs and parts of the body, by means of the nerves. Through 
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them the brain receives impressions of senability from eveiy part, and 
through ihein it sends power of action to all. Thus when any part feels 
cdd or hot, or pain or conilbrt, this impression is received first upon the 
outer extremity of the sensory nerve, and is then sent along the nervous 
(urd to the brain, when it is felt, and sensation is created by the cerebral 
action. Ai^ain, when we walk, the stimulus of muscular contractions is 
sent from t!ie brain along the trunk of the motor nerves to the muscles 
which produce the motion. In like manner the stomach, iiver, kidneys, 
! &e., receive their powers of specific action tlirough the nerves that 
connect theui with the brain. 

As these nerves connect all the part? of the body witli the brain, nnd 
all these various parts receive their life and [)nwer of action from it, and 
all send thtny imiiressions toil for sensation, il will readily lu* 'supposed 
th^t there must Ik* an intimate rotiD'H-non and sympathy belwetiu the 
cerebral and the other organs of the body. 

I must nol be niiderslood as delerminiii*; or explainini:, ii< ;uid Iiere, 
how the brain acts to produce thou-^hi, or rather to allow ihouglu to be 
produced throuiih it, or sensation to be fell, or how it sends the stimulus 
or power of action to tiie motive |>arls. Nor can I expiain whether 
llitjbt' duties are performed by certain or special jiaas of the bniin acting 
for the motive apparatus, and certain other parts acting for the organs of 
sense and sensibility, and other parts for the various passions and affpctions* 
and still other parts for the several faculties of thi^ mind ; or whether the 
whole brain acts in various manners for each of these different purposes, 
at one time and in one way acting for some faculties of the mind, at 
anotlier time and in another way acting as the or^an of sensation, and at 
another time in a different manner controlling the actions of the organs 
and the contractions of the muscles. 

Be this as it may, it is sufficient (or my present purpose to say, that 
the tmin is the organ of the mental and moral operations, the seat of sen- 
sation, and the source of motor inHtience. 

The connection and sympathy between tlic brain and all the other or- 
gans, and the cerebral functions with all the other functions of man, then, 
h intimate and complete. The brain must therefore be disturbed by 
their derangements and suffer from their embarrassments and pains. 

If the whole brain act loiietlier, thcjut^h in a different way and capacity 
for the dinereiit })urposes, then any fli'-turhniice comnumicated to il from 
any organ ihronii;!! tlie nerves may unfit it, in a greater or less decree, (or 
action in any other capacity. Thus the intense |)ain of the jiout or the 
looihache may impair the freedom, if not suspend the power of mental 
action. A (liHorder of the liver may so disturb the brain, that it cannot 
freely act ami manifest the emotion of cheerfulness to the full or healthy 
extent. Some pulmonary diseases mav send to the lirain snch a disturb- 
ing influence as to suspend die coinpleic manif<»<!taiujji of love and confi- 
dence, and even compel the exhibition of suspicion and hatred. 

If the different parts of the brain perform die different offices, then the 
disturbance of one part aiisuig out of the irritation received fiom remote 
organs, thtough the nerves, may be communicated, by synipathy or 
odierwise^ to other parts which are contiguous ; as the dbturbaoce of the 
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]i \ » r may aiiect the stomach, and that of the uterus may trouble the 

biadtk-r. 

Thus, on either supposition of the (Ustributioii nf (he cfrvhral forre^. 
the afTectlons of tiu' l)raiii are ronneeterl with ihe ailt * ikhis of all die 
oilier origans ; and therefore llie healthy performanee ol the mental and 
moral functions is dependent on the heahhy action not only of lije brain, 
but of the bitoniach, liver, aud tlie other or*i:ans of the body. 

On the other hand, the state of the brain ali'ects all the other or^ns: 
it aids and enerjrizes, or it disturbs and impedes their operations. A per- 
son w ho usually has a je^xl and regularly recurring appetite, when he is 
intensely absorbed in business or study may f^l no hunger and forget to 
dine. Wlien under the power of intense anxiety, as a inotlier watching 
over the doubtful sick bed of a child, or a mercfa&nt in tmies of oonuner- 
cial embarrassment and dbtress, they lose their appetites ; and if this 
be long continued, their digestion becomes impaired, or even lost. Under 
tlie same controHing influence ofabsortung interest or anxiety , men some- 
times do not perceive pain or injuries from causes which commoBly 
. Iiroduce suffering ; as in the excitement and anxiety of battle, an officer 
may cot know that bis flesh is wounded by a sword or a musket ball, 
until, at the end of the strife, the suspension of the anxiety and excite- 
ment allows him to attend to and perceive it. 

In certain kinds of ce})hala>a, there is great nausea and general pros- 
tration. The mind and tfie body are equally unable to perform th^ 
accustomed labors. Whether the disordered stomach or the disturbed 
brain be the primary afl^tion, it is needless here to prove : but certain it 
is, that in this class of cases there is an intimate connection between the 
brain and the digestive organs. 

In ronscquenre of this intimate connection of mind with the brain, and 
of flic !)rain with the other hodilv organs. \v find that bodily disorders 
and injuries arc among the most prominent and trecjuent causes of insanity. 
)n the list taken Irom tlie American hospital reports, tiiere are forty-four 
specified diseases, more than thirty accidents or injuries, and several kinds 
of dis.si})ation or abuse of the physical organs. Fifteen of tliese diseases 
and accident", are connected with the brain and nervous system. Six are 
fevers. Eight are suppressions of accustomed discharges or secretion?, 
besides the menstrual. JNine are comiccted with the female organizatioo 
and functions. 

We have no reason to suppose that these are all the kinds of bodily 
disorder or injuries that can give rise to mental disorder, although they 
are all diat are presented to us in the American and British and French 
hospital reports. Writers upon insanity add others ; as hydrocephalus, 
ulcers, excessive irritability, suppression of lochia, indi^restible food, star- 
vartion, worms, suppression of issue or seton, hereditary taint, dendtioa, 
convulfions in infancy, and various noxious influences. The Norwegian 
Report gives " sleeping in a bam fiUed with new hay " as a cause of 
lunacy. 

Some of these physical diseases, which are stated as causes of mental 
disease, arc in themselves generic and include other and subordinn' 
classes. The term " 111 Health might be divided into almost the whole 
range of the nosology. 
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The French reporu do not make exactly the same classificatkm of 
the souices of insanity as the British and American reports do. There- 
ibre, m the minute statement and comparison of causes, I take only the 
latter, which inchide 22,113 cases whose causes are ascertained and 

reported. 

Bodily disorders, ill heahb, injuries, he., caused 3,067 of all the cases 
whose origm was known and repofted, or 188 in each 1000. 

The use of aboholic stimulants, which always excites the nervous 
system, and sometimes to a very high degree, and leaves it in a corres- 
ponding: and sometimes in a complete exha!i«!tion after the excitement is 
over, would very reasonably be supposed to disturb tfie rej^tilarit}' nnf] , 
certainty of tlie cerebral functions, and crcnt*" more than niouK iil;ir\ 
niiinia. Consequently the great })reva]« nee ol the habit of iniemperaiice 
has resulted in the addition of '2,896 out of '22,1 I '-i cases, which is a 
little more than 13 per cent, of all from known causes. 

The use of opium and tobacco is i^iven as the causes of some cases of 
lunacy ; not to tlie extent of aicoiiol, but in their degree tliey are danger- 
ous to mental health. 

Among tlie most melancholy causes of cerebral disease are the secret 
abuse of the genital system, and sexual indulgence. The British reports 
do not mentioD masturbation, but very probably this is included in their 
class of ** vice and sensuafity." The mental disordeis that arise from 
this class of causes are among the most deplorahle and incuraUe. They 
amounted to 1049, or about one twentieth of all from known causes^ 

The puerperal condition, lactation, catamenial irregularities, all the 
diflkulties connected with the femide organisation and function, are 
aomewhat prolific sources of insanity. They produced 926 cases, bemg • 
about one twenty-fifth of all, and about one eleventh of the cases <» 
female lunacy* 

The hereditary nature of insanity is remarkably manifested in tins 
investigation of the health and constitutkm of the parents, ancestors, and 

otlier relatives of the patients who are offered at the hospitals. 

Accordinff to the British reports, twenty-two per cent, of all whose 
histor)- was iiscertained, owe then* lunacy solely to their hereditary taint. 
But American authors and rf'pnrters ({(*nernl]v consider tfie hereditary 
taint to he only a predisposing cause, which is donnanl until ome other 
influence becomes an excitin<j cause and sets tbr first into aciion. Anions 
the ciiiltlren of insane families onlv a part ol ih« ni t \ er b«"coine lunatics. 
Whether all inherit the taint equ.illy, and havee(|ualiy imperfect c<T( brul 
orgaiit/;iiion or power, hut are presumed to be sound until some ivw and 
excitinLT cause developers the insanity in ihc^e on whom it falN : or whether 
only a pan inherit tliis taint diid imperfect ori^anization, and they become 
insane from caases which fall alike upon all but act only on tliose whose 
lirains aie naturally unsound, I camiot say, nor b it here necessary to 
know. But certfunly this said heritage of insani^ is found in ao many 
membeis of the same family, and b so often manifested in successiye 
generations, that there can be no doubt that the imperfectkm of brain 
and the tendency to insanity descends horn parents to children and to 
chUdren^s children. 
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Our genealogies are not constructed for the highest purposes of hu- 
manity. We cannot trace the sanitary history of fami)t(*s backward 
through many generations. We rannot speak in the confidence of 
know ledge of llie dc^rpiit of lliis heirloom. Vet I l)ave now the histor}' 
ol one lainily in whicli there has been insanity for five generations, and of 
another family in wliich it has been for four generations : and how 
much lonjjer it will continue in l\ic>>' lainilies, remains IVm nme to show. 

In a history of the Asyhnn at liloutningdaie, New Vurk, Dr. Earie 
speaks of eleven hundred and eighty-six patients whose history was 
known. Of these, three iiundred and lwenty-lhi« p were presumed to 
have hereditary taint, and eleven of these were of the uiird insane trene- ^ 
ration. Twelve hundred and eigliteen of the three thousanil six hundred 
and forty-eight patients whose history was known in the Lunatic Hos- 
pitals at Worcester, Mass., Mount Hope in Marylaod, and Columbus, 
Ohio, inherited the taint. This is about one third of all. In the Bii- 
tish and Irish hospitals the proportion oT hereditary cases is less, beto^ j 
three thousand 6ve hundred and 6fty->ibur in 6fteen thousand nine fauo- j 
dred and sixty-nine cases, or between one fifth and one fourth of all. j 

The subject of hereditaiy descent, as manifested in insanity, idiocy, | 
and in many other diseases or iniperfections of organisation, is yet to be 
investigated. The field is a broad and untrodden one, and is wortlij \ 
of the labor of the student of physiological and pathological science. 
And it is to be hoped, that we shall not let this study be exhausted oo 
our cattle and horses, whose pedigrees and hereditary powers have been 
traced and pulilisbed with great care. The same attention would 6nd 
a nobler subject in man — to learn bow far the health and power of the 
human race is deteriorated by indiscreet marriage, and how far they may 
be improved by faithfully attending to the laws of hereditary descent, 
and by secunni:; in the parent the virtues and the powers and the oODSti* 
tution that are desirable in tlie children. 

There is no doubt that the tree must declare itself by its fruit, so thaf 
it can be thereby known. So th" eonsiiiution of the parent must be i 
manifested in the child, ami he inlierits that power or weakiies-. tbt I 
perfectness or imperfectness of organization, which tjie parents possess^*! 
when they imparted the element or the [>;il>iilum of life. Hence we have i 
many imperfect brains and much lierediiaiy insanity. ! 

Moral Causes. — The moral causes are, Hccordincf to the record, al- j 
most as abimciant as, uiui (irohably tliey are really more abundant than, | 
the physical causes. There are eighty of these specified in the Aniefi- 
can hospital reports. Authors of works on insanity add others. FiDd 
adds sudden joy, hope, jealousy, remorse, envy, extatic admiration of 
works of art, the struggle between the religious principle and the power 
of the passions. Esquirol adds misanthropy, epidemic influences,* po- 
litical commotions, which unnaturally excite the intellecttial faculties, 
exalt the melancholy and hateful passions, revenge and ambition, sod 



* A« there ere eerteia elmoflpherie rontlitiQas wWch render eptdemie aad eonlafiMNit d bte i fi 

inriro <ir lo<s frr-qiioiit, so (liorc nn- ill tlie spirits cerl.iiii ^oneral <iisposilions whirli rniTsr mrr'^' 
altenaiinn to extend, propagate Had roinmunieatc itself to a great many iodividuaU byaM>nc.' 
moral coniagioii.--"Es^Qiaot, Matadiet MmUdtt, 1. 63. 
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remse the public and private fortunes of men ; and undue parental se- 
Terity. These causes ma^ be reduced to five classes. 

1st. Over or undue action of tlie miod ; excessive study ; devotion to 
special iovestigatioos ; great mental labor in business, in politics, law- 
suits, &c. ; all sorts of mental excitements. 

2d. Causes connected with the aflfoctions, feelings and emotions ; 
grief, disappointment, anxiety, boniesickness, troubles and trials from pei^- 
cuiions ol friends or others, fright and fear. 

dd. Religious causes, growing out of the hopes, fears and anxieties 
coimpcted with the eternal interests. 

4th. Causes connected with property and poverty. 

5tli. — Causes connected with tlie violent and malignant passions and 
temper. 

These moral causes opernle upon the mind alone — they rench the brain 
ihroiitih its functions and produce disturbance. As violent labor or long 
pmtrarif (1 pxertion of ihc body, producing excessive action nt the musclt^, 
awy produce niuscular debility or dnease ; so excessive action of the 
inind, either by intense or lon^-protrai ted study, may result in debility 
or disorder and irrei^ular action of liie brain. Or as the attempt of the sto- 
mach to digest ini|)i()[HM- food, which it perhaps may overcome with painful 
difficulty, or |)erli i[i , alt r all its distressini( stru^jrle, fails to dissolve, 
produces gastric di^Lui bance, and, as this injudicious dieting if lon^ con- 
tinued produces dyspepsia iu some of its forms, and even an inability 
of the stomach to digest the common food with the usual ease and cer- 
tainty ; so the attempt of the miod to grasp and understand subjects that 
are not within its power, or to acquire more within a definite period than it 
cap comprehend in that time, may exhaust the cerebral energies, or de- 
prive the brain of the power of determined and controllable action, so 
that it will act with uncertainty, and strangely, or even wildly. 

When any of the organs are interrupt^ suddenly in course of ener- 
getic action, there is a shock and a pain and consequent diminished 
power— as when the cutaneous action b arrested by a check of per- 
sfHTBtion, or the muscular act'ion when we nm violently against an unex- 
pected obstacle ; so the mind, when it has been lon^ and confidently 
and hopefully laboring on and for a certain object, suffers from this sud- 
den interruption and disappointment. 

On these principles we may explain the origin of those cases which 
are said to be caused by excessive mental labor, excitement, fatigue, 
perplexity, and excessive study of sperinl subjects, politics, business, law- 
suits, and tile depression and disturbunce in consequence ol losses of 
(froperty, or disappointment in love, ambition, hope of wealth, or in any 
desirable plans of happiness. 

Probably ujtiiial exertion, labor or struggle devoted to any other 
subjects or pursuits than these herein quoted, in the sauie dispro()ortioa to 
the puvkcr of utental aciiun, or the same utmalural decree of excitement 
from any other causes, would produce insanity as well a> d>ose of which 
the hospital reports have spoken. It is not, then, merely these special 
causes, but the undue mental action which they created, that should be 
deemed the cause or causes of the cerebral disorder. And any undue 
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meotat action^ or any abuse of the mind applied to, or created by, any 
other subjects, would produce the same result. 

All the fuDCtbos are in some degree under the control of habit ; and 
when the habit is established, it gains more and more power. Whether the 
habit be the best or not, whether it origioally were easy or difficult, when it 
has been once establbhed we continue to act according to it without 
e^rt and unconsciously. Thus the sailor, having acquired the reeling 
gait at sea, continues to walk in the same manner on land, and finds it 
hard to do otherwise. The soldier, having established the stifT strut, does 
not walk with the flexible grace of other men when out of the ranks. 
So niso the mental habits control us, even when the occasion does not 
require them. Tlie engintMT insensibly estimatps the measui'e and posi- 
tion of objects nuiiluMnatically ; the s[;ui-n( iati counts ihein ; the painter 
groups and arranges them ; the merrliant estimates their comniercia! 
value ; ilie sensualist considers wlieliier tiirough them or by tiieni his 
appetites and passions can be gratified ; and the punster at once sees 
the double niennino; of words that admit of this lorced and unnatural 
interpretation. The ruling habit of body, mind, or affection, Eovems 
both in season and out of season, whether there be occasion or not. 

(J:i this jninciplc all irregular nieiiial habits j^ain power, a>ul boiuelimes 
le^uli ill ius.Hiity. Persons who are odd, and indulge in singular na- 
tions, who love to give strange and startling opinions, which are indeed 
unsound as far as they go, who allow tbeni^lves to think and say un- 
usual thbgs, form a habit of oddity and strangeness which at last may 
control them and establish mental derangement. 

Daif iftaming comes under the same law. It b a veiy seductive ba« 
iuL The imagination loves to create positions and circumstances which 
w the most flattering. There the dreamer forms for himself a charac- 
ter, and a series of actions and a relation lo his associates or to the world, 
which would be to him the most satis&ctory. This active imagiDatioD 
becomes hb demon, hb ever present mentor to make use of present ci^ 
cumstances to encourage and harmonise with his favorite mania. He 
looks upon men and scenes and events in their bearing on hb imagiDary 
lifo, or he distorts them to suit this purpose. Thus he loses the habit, 
and in some degree and perhaps entirely, die power, of seeing the wodd 
and things as they really are. And when thb habit obtains control over 
him, he is acknowledged to bo insane. 

Faulty education is another cause belonging to ilie same class. Those 
who in early years receive wrong notions of tlie world nnd life, who in 
childhood and youth indulge in expectations whicli manhood cannot re- 
alize, create hopes that must l)e disappointed. Tii j) load a dreamy life, 
with ideals which they have not power to fulfil. Tiiey look for circum- 
stances winch will not belong to them. They strive for stations and 
advantages which their education or their talents or their position will not 
gain for them. They sufK-r from a vain and unsatisfied desire, an inef- 
fectual struggle, a disappointed coulidcnce, and they sink into weakness 
and sometimes into lunacy. 

The opposite extreme of mental idleness, without occupation, without 
habits of exertion, and even seclusion, sometimes produces the same results 
of mental weakness and inability to act ond^ control. 
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Tho painful affections and emotions, i^rief, anxietv nnd disappointment, 
pmduce no small portion of tlie cases ot in=nnity : 5i6o2 out ol 22,1 
or about 13 per cent, of all wliose origin know n. 

The dejiressing eiiiotioiis are more injurious to inenlal health, as well as 
to physical health, than the exljilarntin:^ ones. Many ar(; the cases of in- 
sanity char i^ed to distress, and anxiety, and trouhle. to losses, and dangers, 
and fears, hut very few to hope and bright aiiticipaliotis, to joy and success. 
One c;!ii revel with impunity in almost unbounded cheerfulness and en- 
joyuieni and hope, but the mind fakers under carkinjo; care, and wasting 
grief, and harrowing anxiety. " Laugh and be fat," though said as mere 
comedy, is yet a serious physiological axiom as applied to the body, and 
it is no less tnie as applied to the mind. 

Many of these emotional causes of insanity come upon all men. All 
are called to grieve for the loss of friends. Most suiler in doubt and 
anxiety from the sickness of relatives. These sources of lunacy seem 
to be necessarily inherent in our constitution. But theia are other sour- 
ces of grief which error, wrong and vice produce unnecessarily. Do- 
mestic troubles, variances, quarrels, the misconduct of members of the 
family, the iil-treatnient from husbands or parents or other kindred, the 
difficulties among neighbors or associates, are somewhat fruitfiil sources 
of mental disorder. 

The maddening passkms — anger, hate, malignity, jealousy, pride, and 
riolence of temper, have a similar disturbing influence on the health of 
the mind ; while the tender and cff^neroits passu>ns of love and charity 
give if serenity, and seif-cnn:ml, and pov, ( r. 

ThroiiLli one or the other of these channels, throut^h either the mind, 
the eniouuQ:>, Of the passioos, most of the moral causes of insanity 
operate. 

The relations of property and of poverty to man, the Iai)ors and the 
anxieties, the hopes and the disappointments, connected with the one, 
and the fear, distress and suffering, connected with the other, produced 
5280 out of ^,1 13, or 10 per cent, of the cases whose causes were 
known and reported. The mental labor in the manae^ement of business 
i.as the same effect on the exercise of the brain as study, and may be 
as excessive and as injurious ; and when great anxiety is added to this, 
especially in business of doubtful issue, as in speculations, or dealing in 
lottery tickets, or any matters where hope is great but on uncertain 
gnxind, as m lawsuits, there is, or may be, the three-fold cause of men- 
tal disorder— excessive cerebral action, anxiety and disappointment. 

Poverty itself produces the same result, and brings with it much of the 
mental labor of property without its supporting aids. There is then a 
struggle to obtain, with less power to sustain the effort, and accompa- 
nied with the depressing care and anxiety, without the hope to buoy up 
tbe spirits and energize the mind. 

Religion acts powerfully on the mind and heart; consequently it af- 
fects the brain through the intellect and tbe affections. There is a 
great struggle to comprehend the doctrines and the mysteries. There 
IS intense exhilaration joined with the hope?, and nn nfrontzing anxiety 
jpiaed with tbe fean^, that are coooected with tiie eternal interests* 
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There b so great a prize to strive for aod to ^'n, and so terrible a de- 
stiuction to be avoided, that the mind labors whh ail-absoit»o$ energy 
io secure that which is o&red, and escape that which is threatened, 
and tlie over-tasked brain sometiroes falters and then acts with unceitainty. 

In other cases the insanity assumes the religious (arm, althou£:h rv^ 
ligioQ, or its study, or its hopes, are not the cause. Dyspepsia, bepatie 
disorder, or low health in any other form, or any other cause, may de- 
press the cerebral energies ; then the mind becomes enfeebled, the ^pmn 
low, and hope gives place to doubt, or fear, or perhaps despair. Then 
the fhoughts rest u|)on some drraded evil, \v!)irh the imasfination creates. 
Then a nian sometimes fears poverty, or thai his ramily or friend? an* 
ill trouble, fjr ilial he shnW not accoinphsh sonif de^in rl purpo^f*. And 
frequently |je luia^iiie'*; llie worst evil thnt can he preseni* i! tf> him ; then 
he looks tu his eternal, his i:re;ite^t inlere<:is, and considers these n\] 
lost: and hrlnne- lie !< rntiird forever. With <5iome reason lefi. fit- 
looks for lliu cause ol so ^leat an evil, and find*? it in himself, and ilujikj 
he i< thnmu<,dil\ wicked, thai his sins are beyond the reach of pardoo, 
and llierelore ins desUiiclion must necessarily follow. 

The various causes of insanity connected with religion, its excite- 
ments and its depressions, produced 1867 out of 22,113, or about 8 pr 
cent, of all whose interior histoiy is known. 

I have thus noticed, either specially or generally, the 
stances, oonditions, habits and influences that are supposed to distuib 
meoul health. Those already known and stated are very many « and wv 
have no reason to suppose there may not be very inany more* They tic 
lieie and about us, and everywhere in the civiliEed world, and, to soeie 
eiteot, in the savage world. They are inherent in the very orgamxa- 
tion of some ; but most of them come from abroad, or from the indis- 
creet use or abus(^ of one's own powers of body or mind. 

It is a melancholy consideration to know that some or many of these 
causes of insanity are peculiariy abundant in this country and in diii 
age, and some of tliem are increasinsj in frequency and disturbing Ibrre. 
Almost the whole class of accidents, injuries and expn<rnrps has increased. 
With the now improvement^ in the mechanic arts, the multiplication 
of machinery, ilio new and '^omrtimcs unrontrolled, if not unronTrolla- 
hle. fnotive powers, and \s ith the new modes of travel, more ar' idf^ns 
hapiiiii. iiioii! injuries are in (lie ted, and in their way they multiply liie i 
causes* and liie ca.ses of insanity. I 

In courst^ of ihp same proijress of improvement, there are morp che- 
mical awenih iii.-< ovtrred, and numberless new applications of ifii- science 
and its discoveries to practical use in the common arts and buainess of ■ 
life. Men iire therefore more exposed to minerals, acids, gases. }>ainL<, 
dye-stulis, and combustible and explosive elements or mixtures, which are 
sometimes more or less injurious to health, or cause accidents dancjeitxi? 
to those who are connected with them, and consequently rouJtiply the 
causes and the cases of lunacy. 

The causes connected with mental labor, in hs manilbld applications, 
have increased and are increasing continually. In the progress 
age> education has made rapid advances both hi reaching a wider 6f 
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deof peisons and in multiplying the subjects of study. The iroptove- 

menis in the education of children and youth have increased their men- 
tal labors, and imposed more burdens upon their hrains, in the present 
thio in tlie preceding ages. The proportion of children who are taught 
10 schools increases every year in the United States, and in most 
civilized nations. There are more and more of those whose love of 
knowledge, whose sense of duly, whose desire of grntifying friends, and 
whose ambition, impel llu-m to make their utmost PKPi tion to become 
^ood se!)olars. Thus they tusk ihrir minds unduly, and sonieiinu'S ex- 
haust ilieir cerebral enpiirH's ni l k'av(> their brains a prey to other causes 
which may derange ti»em alicrvvards.* 

Thr nrw sciences which have been lately discovered, or the old 
st'ieiii i^> lUni were formerly c(»n{iiietl lo the learned, but are now sim- 
plified <ui<.i jM ipiilai izfd. and oti'ered to the young as a part of their 
ednratioM, muiuply the, subjects of study and increase the iiiciuai labor 
ol alhiu-t all in schools. 

Men and classes of men, such as iji the lust century would have thought 
of nothing but how they should obtain their bread, are now induced to 
study subjectii and pursue sciences, and burden their brains with mat 
and sometimes with excessive labor. New 6elds of investigation have 
been laid open within the last hundred, and especially widiin the last 
fifty, ye-\rs. New inducements are oflfered, so that a greater variety of 
tastes is invited to their peculiar feasts of knowledge. Many more now 
study phrenology, metaphysics, mathematics, physblogy, chemistry, bo- 
tany, and other branches of natural history, to say nothin^: of mesmerism, 
bioli V &ic., and thus they compel iht ir brains to labor with more energy 
and exhausting zeal than those of any former generation. In this mul- 
tiplication of students there are some who attempt to ^^mpplp with sub- 
jects that they cannot master, and sink under the burden of perplexity 
which they cannot unravel. 

In this general increase of mental activity, some mpn become inter- 
ested and t»ive their minds inten'^ely to the study of public topics, poli- 
tics, Stat'* or National aifuirs, and the subjects of legislation, the bank- 
in? ^vst«'[n, tarilf, anti-rent, anti-masonary, the license i |i!f-f ion, he, or 
to public moral qu^-^tions, antl-^l;iv«'rv, temperance, and <j' neral or special 
reforms, any or all of which iiupose upon them great an&iety and men- 
tal labor. 

In this country, where no son is necessarily confined to the work or 
employment of liis father, but all the fields of labor, of prolk and of 
honor arc open lo whomsoever will pm on the harness and enter therem, 
and all are mvited to join tlie strife for that which may be gained in each, 
many are in a transition state, from the lower and less desiiable to the 
higher and rooie desiiaUe condi^ns. They are struggling fer that whkh 
costs them mental labor and anxiety and pab* The mistake or the ao»> 
bitnn of some leads them to aim at that wtuch tliey <^amiot leach, to firive 



* In Ml admlniUe leetnre recently published by Dr. Isaac Ray, the superintendent of fhe BM* 
Vr Ho-iplljil fiir the Iii'^.Tue, the errors an<J elforls of ihc iixiiscrcct nnH exre-^'sive actiun of thcliraio 
io tbe educatlcHi of youth arc clearly tet forth bj the pbilosoplucal author. This UlUe wofk ought to 
b« ia ite hud* of ttveiy pMont aod leadMr of jooUk 
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for more thao they can gmsp, and their roenta] powen are sfiiiiied to tfadr 
utmost tension ; ihey labor in agitation ; and tnev end in frequent disap- 
pointment. Their minds stagger under the disproportionate bunko; 
they are perplex<Ml w ith thv variety of insumiountabie obstacles, lad 
they are exhausted with the ineiiectual labor. 

But In an uneducated conin.unitN , or where the people an> ox-eiborne 
by despotic ^ovenunentor inflexible customs, where men are bora io castes 
and die witliout overstopj)inf^ tht ir native roiidilioa, where the rliild is 
C(Miti*nt with tilt' puiMiit and the fortuni^ of his fiither, and has no liope 
or c'XjMTtalion of any otfu r. there thtsc undue mental excitements and 
stni<jLdes do not happen, and men's hniins are not rnnfu'^^'d witli nt \v plaas 
nor exlniu^^ted with xhc stnii/i'le for n h*L'h<T life, n<u- on crixuii'' w itlr !!■!■■ 
disap|»< 'ii;tint iii in jailiir*'. Oi coui"s«», in such a suitt; of siM*iel\ tl:- -e 
cau-i - ()!"iii-:iiiiU < :ii)iiul upenUe. Hut in proj)ortio!i as edurnt'oii pr»^- 
vail- and ri!i.inri[>;n<'^ t!i** new 'j»'fT'ntiot!s frr>m t\u- lniininfl> uiui uie 
coutlitiun el lilt' old. and lli<' iii.iniltili' o\ lit-- arc ojH-nrd Io a!L d»f 

danj^er ol nii>-a|>[)li( aliun ol ih-* < i rdnal luit:t > and ih*- in'-ntal jH>\^ers 
increases, and invn iiid\ ihuik and ui l indiscreetly and berunnj lil^aIle. 

The same is distinctly manifested in the pursuits of business. There 
dit many new trades and new employments ; tliere are new schemes of 
increasing wealth, new articles ofmeichancfize, and speculations in many 
things of new and multiplv'uig Icinds. All tbesse increase the activity of 
the commercial world, 'tho energ}- of men of new enterprises gives a 
hope of actual value and a momenuiy market value to some new kinds 
of ])roperty. The consequent inflation or expansion of prices, to a greater 
or less degree, makes many kinds of business more uncertain, and many 
men's fortunes moie precarious. This increases the doubts and perplexi- 
ties of bu^ess, tile necessity of more labor and w atchfulness, gR^ater feai ! 
and anxiety, and the end is more frequently in loss, and &ilure of plans, . 
and mental disturbance. 

Besides ti)es(! uncertauities whbh may happen to any, there are niore 
that enter tlie free and open avenues to occupations, which hold out hi^h j 
and flattering promises, and for which tli» y an* unprepared, in which 
they nitT«t strufrirlt* with i^reater lalxir and aiiviety than otbers, and id • 
which liiey must be more luMjiiently di^apixdnied. 

Besides these causes of ujcnial di^iurhancr in thr new and untried 
fields of study and business and conuncn c. then- an* other causes in t)ic 
social jHisition, whicli is Nuiij.'ct to lik-' cliani:''. Many arp p^sslnji, or 
have parsed, from a coniparativi l) ri-lired, simple, and unpn tt'tidin?. to 
the showy, thi* faslnt>ii.iijlf, or the enllivaled style of life. In tiiis Lraiiai- 
lion state t}i<Te must be iiu)r»' mt iital lalior fur those who are passing from 
one condition to the other ; there must be much tJiought and toil, much 
hope and fear, and much anxiety and vexation to effect the jratssage aod 
to sustain one^s self in the new position. 

With the increase of wealth and fiishkm, there come also more artifi- 
cial life, more neglect of the ratknal laws of self-^vemment, more uo- 
aeaaonable hours & feod and for sleep, more dissipation of the open, 
alkmable and genteel kmd, and also more of the baser, disreputable aad 
concealed sorts. 
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CoHsr(juent u\Hm ihe new labor and new p«>it)ons and nnw sty]<* of 
life, ilnTo conu s more low health, from pxliausriii'i anH perplexing cares 
and toils of bu^iiu ss, of social life and laaiiion, and iruin Ik (juent irrenriilar 
h.iijii ni and regimen. The secondary coiisequeiices of impaired 
lieoLitii, (ji diminished vital forres, dyspepsia, debility, consumption, gmit 
or other disease, are manifested in die brain ; and tlien nervousness lie- 
quently, and insamty sometimes, follows. 

Thus we see, that with advancing civilisation, and especially m the pre- 
MDt age and in our own country, thera is a great development of activity of 
mind, and this is manifested m most of the employments, in the conduct of 
ibe mechanic arts, agriculture, trade and oomroeree— m the attentioa to the 
profesaions, and to other subjects of study, and to poltdcs. Thb increase 
of mental activity and of cerebral action comes without a conespooding 
mcrease of discietion to guide it, and of prudence to restrain it. 

And this proneness to mental action must prevail until the worid leam 
the natTire and the liinit of their mental faculties, the nonnection of these 
with the bmin, and the connecdon of the brain with all the other phya^ 
cal organs, and govern themselves accordingly. 

In review of this history of the causes of insanity, we find that very 
(i^w of them diminish with the proji^ss of the world. Some are station- 
ary, n-iiiaining about tiie same in the savaire, the barbarous and the 
f ivilizrd state, while many of them increase and create more and more 
mental disorder. 

Insanity is, llien, a part of the price which we pny for civilization. The 
causes of the one increase with the devrlripnients and residts of the otlier. 
This is not necessai il v the case, but it is so now. The increase ui' know- 
ledge, tiie imprx)vem«'ii is in the art-s, the muluplication ol eoniforts, the 
amelioration of iiiinnicrs, the growtii of refinement and the ehivation of 
morals, do not of tln-mselves disturb men's cerebral organs and create 
mental disorder. But with them come more op[K)rtunities and rewards 
for great and excessive mental action, more uncertain and hazardous em- 
ployments, and consequently more diuppointments, more means and pro- 
vocations for sensual indulgence, more dangers of accidents and injuries, 
more groundless hopes and more painful struggle to obtain that which is 
beyond reach, or to efiect that which is impossible. 

The deductions, then, drawn fiom the prevalence and efiects of causes, 
corrobomte the opinion of neatly all writeis, whetlier icHmded on positive 
and known facts, on analogy, on computation or on conjecture, that u> 
sanity is an increasing disease. In this opinion all agree. 



REDUCTION OF DISLOCATIONS OF TUB FEMUR. 
To ike Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Jfmrnel, 

DsAE Sir, — In your valuable Journal, No. S, Vol. XLV., August, 
18&I, you have re-publisbed an article from the Buffalo Medical Journal, 
read before the Medical Society of Rochester, N. Y., entitled 
" Biihcatum of the femur on ihe dorsum iHi, redmble mihout yuUeye 
ormw odter meehumlxd power/* with an editorial caption of its being a 
15a* 
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** jwvtl mtih'f'l . ' I b»*i; l«'ave res [)ocl fully !o nj)|)rise you that voti tre 
iimUikfii in j)jK)sin^ ii t«> lie a •■ novtl mrthod^' origniaiiii^ in Roches- 
ter, liy luriiiii^ lo the first ntimbpr of ibe 6rsl volmiu' of the New 
Orleaos Medical ami Sur^icil Journal, published in May, 1614, you 
perceive that it i6 an old luelhod, fubl reclaimed from ibe cliaos of blun- 
dering empiricism and brought under the empire of the laws of science, 
many years ago, by au old subscriber to your Joumtl— your obedieot 
•ervaoL 

Uolike Dr« Rdd, I did not quote my own eases redueed by the maM 
tdvised, is I could have done, but prefeired, for obvious reasons, to pnnre 
its practicability by quoting cases recorded in the standard woifcs on 
•urgery, where the method I advocated was accideotally pursued and the 
fsduction efiecSed, without the operaton being apprised of the gOTemin; 
principle that restored the bone to its socket, ana as a matter of oouDe 
not profiting by their own experience. 

SuMse the publication of Dr. Reid, a number of medical writers in 
Boston and New York have wasted paper in proving what every wdl- 
yend surgeon ought to know, that Dr. Keid not the 6rst to have re* 
duced luxntions of the fciiiur by ll"* mm iIum! he has described. Dr. 
James M. Smith has published an article in the 10th number of your 
Journal, Octobe r c^, 1851, i^iviiiL!: the credit of the di'icovpry' to the hlf 
Prof. Nathan Smitb. Tliat V\o\\ Smith n»durrd more (ltslocalio[i> ol 
the hip-joint than any other i»ni^t on. hy deviating from ibc nrle^ of tlie 
regular method, is very probable. W lit n the iminl inriliod fnlltMl, i>r. 
Pliysick, as well as many other op«Matoi>i. was in ilic bal>it of placing 
liie paiienl in a vaiiciy of po«lures w ab a view of prufilin„' by ilierh^ip- 
ter uf accidpnls. as it uas not unknown that arridental K-duclion occa- 
sionally occuired in some o^ld pmtures of the limb and body. Tb? 
Prof. Smith, although the iNef^tor of Anierican surgery, was un:i( <i iaiiikG 
wuh the principle governing the reduction in such cases, plainly apjjeaR 
from h'ts advising the making of bending movemenit Uke thote whkk 
wioknu employs in producing diMiocaiicntt* and from his supposing tbit 
the benefits of the method consisted in gaining a greater meekiaM 
advantage btemue wtuie ike bone a$ a lever , on the Smg arm of fMk 
we impreu the fo/rteP (See quotations from Smith's Medical and Sor- 
gical Memoirs, quoted by James M. Smith, M.D., Boston Medk:at tod 
SurgNsal Journal, Vol. XLV. pages 189, 190, Oct. 1851.) It is eri- 
dent from these extracts, that the old mechanical idea of force was upper- 
most in Prof. Smith's mind— force, according to him, like the wknet 
prifdudng dlsioeations. 

He carried the thigb upward towards the shoulder of the patient, not 
with a view of placing the fascia enveloping the muscles in its oripnal 
relaxed condition, as it grew in the foetus in utefo — not with a view of 
relieving the gluteus maximus of the tonic spa<m aflecting its Gbns 
from an approximation of its points of atlachment by bringing down the 
head of the boni* — not with a view of relieving th«» tension of the six 
abdui toi-^ ; but to i;ain greater forcf^ by using the boue as a lever Md 
the » fl^^f of liie pelvis as the fuh iiini. 

After long pondering over the cases of dislocation reduced by accideoti 
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aiid ihose reported as having occurred in the practice of a number of 
surgeons by using more or !t ?s force in a variety of fractures, the truth 
flaslied into my mind tiiat force hnrl ?ioihing to do with it ; that nothinoj 
more was necessary than to study annmniv anr! physiolo<jy anew to find 
the principle to direct the hand of ilie operator how to place the body 
of the patient and the dislocated limb in a [)osition the most favorable to 
enable the muscles themselves, with little or no other exiernal assisfanrt3 
than that utibided by the hands of the operator, to effect tiie reduction by 
calling into play the laws inherent in the muscular structure. After hav- 
ing discovered tiu- [)iinci|)le and reduced it to practice, I composed an 
elaborate essay ua dulucations of the hip-joint, containinf,' the results of 
my investigations, and read the same to the Natchez Medical S(X'jety, 
which was, by its order, subsequently published in the New Orleans 
Medical and Surgical Journal in 1844. It is more full and explicit than 
that of Dr. Reid, lately published in Bu(falo, Boston, and New York, 
as it not only gi?es similar directbus in regard to posture and the neces- 
saiy inanipulatioiis to eflect the reduction, but it contains the rationale of 
the piocM and an anatomical demonstration of the superiority of the 
pbysiojogical over the usual mechanical method of extension and counter- 
sxtension. The late publications in 1851 have only told half the merits 
of the operation by the physblogical method I advised in 1844, as it 
will be seen it is applicable to old as well as to recent cases, a fact that 
the claimant of the discovery in 1851 will readily perceive by reading 
the details of the same discovery, published in New Orleans in 1844. 
Having full confidence in the merits of the newly-discovered physiological 
method over the old plan of mechanical violence in reducing dislocations 
of the hip-joint, 1 turned my bantling out into the medical world to force 
its way through the obstacles, that the ridicule of the weaker brethren 
and the prejudices of tlie learned always cast around every Important 
discovery cominL^ froiii \azareih or any unexpected quarter. It is more 
with pleasure, than with any otlier feelinj^^ that I perceive the discovery 
i? claimed by Dr. Reid and a number nf othen?, because claims set up 
to paternity ;ur the surest means of irivniL,^ i{rowth and vigor to any new- 
bom irutii. it was not until the French claimed the discovery of tho 
virtues ol large doses of the sul[)iiate of qniinne in the exacerbation of 
certain levers and in some fornis of pneumonic and gastric inflammations, 
that die practice of Drs. Perrine, McPheelers, and myself, who gave 
large doses of quinine in fevers anterior to the pretended discovery of tiie 
Ficnch, ceased to be ridiculed as empirical and began to be imitated. 
Wa used quinine in large doses, eight grains, every two hours, with 
almost Invariable success in a class of fevers duiini^ the height of the 
exacerbation, with pulse 140 to 150 (apt to be fatal under the old treat- 
ment), and at the end of five years we had won by the superiority of the 
laethod the most of the practice among the people ; but we could 
count only one convert among the physicians, Dr. James Metcalf, who 
joined us, claiming coeval priority with the triple discoverers. Through 
Ihs brother, Dr. Volney Metcalf, subsequently a student in Paris, the 
French were induced to test the merits of the auinine practice of the 
^dtcliez physicians. In the MecUcal Recorder, Vol. 9, page 241, pub- 
lished in Philadelphia, April, 1836, 1 made the first announcement of the 
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iebriibge virtues of large closes of the sulphate of quiaiae n ceitiia 
levers, given without regard to exacerbation or wiBiw i on , in 8 ff. dosei) 
every two boun. In the 10th vokune of the same work, pufaMwd Ik 
same year, pages 57, 58, and 59, 1 recorded the efficacy of the me 
article in the same higli doses, in certain fonns of poeomonic inflanuna- 
tioos. Yet, with the exception of Dr. Metcalf, no other pbysidan is 
the Union, that 1 am aware of, adopted the ooinme practice sanil abost 
the year 1831, when Dr. Tbcmias Feam, ol Huntsville, Ala., mads t 
succeislul trial of it. Dr. Cathy Sefaom, of York, HI., the sub^uent 
vear, lell a victim, it is said, to experiments on his own person with miidi 
larger doses than those 1 had recommended in the Medical Recorder. 
In the mean time the experiments with the large doses, made in France, | 
having proved successful, many physicians, in different quarters, adopted \ 
the quinine practice and ibund it to be safe and effectual K^vot^ff the'r 
most sanjiuine expectations. That practice, first adoptrd 1\ 1 )r . Per- i 
rine, McPheelers, and myself, and published in tfv* fVledical Kecorder [ 
imne than a quarter of a century ano, mtr |hm iili;ir prRrtJcp, ha? cwl^ 
within a lew years past made its way to the lnvordble uouce ol itie pro- 
fession. 

Witli this experience in re;:nrd to the h^iow pros; r- - of the iro- 
portaiu iiu(h ol" iln; febrifuge virtues of hui^e doses of ijumine in an ex- 
tensive cIush of fevers, apt lo be latal vuihuuia Ubera! use of that article. 
I am not surf prised that the discovery of a principle, leading; to a sale, 
certain and expedjiious reduction of dislocations of the hip-joint, by 
substituting tlie laws of physiology for physical force, should have beeo 
seven years before the public without attracting atteotbn to Hs msiils. 
It was expecting too much lo suppose that the present generatkm wooM 
pro6t by the discovery, considering that it takes longer to correct the 
errors of education than to teach new truths to the ignorant. Evea st 
this Jate dsy, the experience, whksb has been accumulating for a ^oaiur 
of a century, and of late yeare in geometrical progresrion, provaig m- 
contestably the febriliige virtues of laige doses of qutntne in curing cer- 
tain dangerous fevers, often cutting tlieni short in their incipieiit state by 
what has been called the abortive method^ is lost on a large portico of 
the profession — the prejudices of education walling out truth. The in- 
pression that new truths make upon the mind is often so obscure and 
faint, thai when accident directs the attentioo to it, the idea, like seed 
lonjT before sown in the mind, unnoticed and forgotten, ^oots forth and 
is apt to he mistaken for an original thought. Hence so ninny 
cliiinied originahty in disco verini: the feh/rifuixe properties of ({uinine ri 
large doses, and Ijence tin* ttii'^iaki' of Dr. Held, of Rochester, in sup- 
posing that he i? the orii^inai (hscovrrer of a better and Furcr ineiiiod o! | 
rednrin-j (Jisloi-ations of the hip-joint, than tl»e painful and uncertain on^'n 
(Ommon use, founded not on aiialoniieal strnctnreand phy^iolfv/ical 
but on mere mechanical force, llaviiif; cited tlie pnxils. drawn frojn liie 
records of the science of medicine, rigliilully attaching; two importaul . 
discoveries lo the nieuiury of an old subscriber in your Journal, 

I have the honor lo be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SaMULL a. CaHX WRIGHT, 

New Orkaiu, Oct. 21, 1651. i 
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["Tun followinf^ aii^opsMt cndoverica is on tlu? autliority solely of the 
wriier. The di-^sfn'miL^-knilV h:\s revealed less venini fanlis in the dead 
than nre liere exhil)!iv(j ; !»ni w lielher niiy wer^^ over!i>i)kr(l in this cn«e, 
or vvlifilier the faiills of oilier " bantlliiLis " have been made more con- 
spicuous lhau they i^hould be, is not for Ub to decide. — Ed.J 

A POST MORTEM KXAMINATfON OF THE NEW YORK REGISTER 

OF .MI:I)I(:L\E and rilAIl.MACV.— By Tilt: Bjmior. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journtd. 

Sir,— On the S6th of last April I left New York for the Isthmus of 

Panama, having been appointed one of the sui^geons to the Pananna 
R. R. Co. Before my departure, I placed my " ofTspring," the Re- 
gister, ID the hands of a friend, to act as foster-father in my absence, at 
the same time providing everything necessary for its support to the 
ei)d of the Brst year, when, I was conhdent, it would be able to pro- 
vide for itself; for, Strange to say, youn<; as it was, it already talked 
like a book, and many people seemed to be pleased with whnl it said, 
and contributed a dollar a year, towards supplvin'^ it with food and rai- 
ment, whirl) entitled tliem lo a dial willi it every two weeks, l^evious 
to this, however, I must say, that, to my surprise, I found that many of 
those wlto paid the dollar or i;raei<nisly promised to <lo so, expected to 
be praised, or, at least, spoken ot m <\\r\\ modest terms as the learned, 
the arcoinpllslied or the wealtliy Dr. so and .so. and parlienlariy it was 
required by those interested in llie public institutions here, that tiiey should 
be spoken of in the " highest tenns," of course; and one party adroitly 
hints ilial the " child " was loo much on the fence, and thai if it would 
jump off ou the right side, and stay in that enclosure, it should have much 
tlone for its support. Now as 1 liad always mculcated the observance of 
the strictest truth m all that was said, I was obliged to turn a deaf ear to 
this proposition, and remaiked, that if my child" stood upon the fence, 
it was that the fields might be explored on either hand, and that for no 
one-sided proposition wcrald it ever come down. Now, strange as it maj 
appear, soon after this stories were in circulation that the child " was 
not well brought up," that it made ^ great mistakes," and was not very 
smart " after all ; and, moreover, that people better keep away, or they 
would get ** bit "with it, as it was exceedingly bad tempered. It so 
happeneid that a*M)rot]i*r" had a bantling" also, that was a little 
older, and consequently thought to be stronger than mine, and which at 
first appeared once a week before the public, but finally adopted my ap- 
pointments and terms, yet in all else \\ as " right opposite.'* 

This was the state of things when 1 left ; but scarcely had I o;ot fairly 
out to sea, when this habhlinu' " bantliuii commenced telling the strang- 
est ston«"> imaf^nable abont thi.s child of mine. In the first place, it 
said tiiat 1 was not thf "father" of it, bat that it was the conimon 
'•child "of a number of per<on-s, and that they set it talkiiiix. niul m- 
stnietf'd it what to say, and su]»poried It. anrl corrected its lessons for it, 
and lliat it was all to their praise and benefit. Now, with regard to the 
legitimacy of this child of mme, I have tlie most positive evidence 
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that neither of these persons ever had coimectkm tn tn^ wty wkb the 
party (ilu ^u iiitei-s) tbat brought it forth, and knew not its way into the 
world until the prescntatio& was announced to the publi(>-4hat I had sole 
chargf' of its education, that I instructed it in all its original sayings, un- 
less otherwise stated, and that I was alone responsible §at its snpport— 
that it has never cost any one hut a dollar, save myself,— and the pile of 
accounts for one gear's subscription, handed in to nie bj the publislMr as 
of no use, admonishes roe that there ara those who have recei\ ed its semi- 
monthly visits ppgulariy, whom it has not cost that sum, although among 
them there are some very respect;ilil»* names indeed. 

During last summer 1 wrote to tlie foster-lather of my " child " heie, 
tliat i exp<f ted to return before the year expired, hut if it should so hap- 
pen that 1 did not retuni, i trusted tl»at my " offspring " would sumTp 
me. and continue jmw in good w ork*?. Now it so hap|>ened that 1 
was unahle to vrll<* jn>tni( tion*, or return in season^ as I had expftpf^ 
and tlu refore wIh ii I did arrive, on the lOth of Octolx r last, I loumi. lo 
iny -oiiow. inv " clutd was dead, and that another one was hum into 
i\h- ;ui(l iioml in its very tn^k^. In the absence of all mloniii- 

lion from me the case of n>v *' child lu-i nme hnp^'U*ss, and it \n as Irtt lo (k 
suddenly — the had stories that had bi oii circulatiMl ai:a!n>t lis rii:inj( i-h- 
deti-rred anv one fmm fathering it. lU llii^ 1 iiiav not li.i\e bcui .-u- 
prised. !)ut 1 vva^ surprised hv lli'^ siifn*; ot the Tunes. 1 iiiunot disposed 
lo fiiuI fault that my child wa^s Itll lo die, for 1 could expect no one to 
take the resjionsibility of contracting for its year's subsistence — jei it 
might have been kept above ground with the chance of being revived; 
nor would I deny the ri>;ht of any one lo such chOdren, if gpl up " ooa- 
sistently with the regulatiOQS of society, nor raise a doubt but that tfae 
child " of a bachelor may be legitimate. Now 1 have the most pcried 
con6dence m the uprightness of the &ther of this new applicani for pub- 
lic favor, which is to come to us every month with such a bright cW 
face ; — nor do I believe he ever intended to intimate by the paragnph in 
the last number, headed Personal," that lie conadered the report that 1 
w as connected with him was discreditable to his o&pnttg." Indeed. I 
be has just been in and as.sured roe that he did not ; and theieforeif sucb 
a report had obtained a circulation in advance of the Times, I am und«t 
obligations to him for stoppin^^ it, for it surely ha*: bt^en enough for me to 
father ray own "child." With this explication, 1 ini^t my brethren vtil 
have a better understanding of the rnu<'f>^ of my alHiction. 

Your obedient servant, C. D. G. 

AcM? 1 orAr, Nov, 4, 1851, 



0P£RAT10Nd FOE STRANGULATED HfiRNIA. 

T> the Editor of the Botton Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sir, — 1 promised, some time since, that 1 would lurm^h you. from 
time to time, with reports of some of the more inieresiini: ca«e« of her- 
nia which might come under my notice ; bnt havint^ been, ilurmg a part 
of the time, abteot bom home, and for tlie remainder (juiie busily em- 
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ployed vviih professional and other duties, I have not done as I intended, 
I p{o}K)se, however, to report for this, and some of the succeeding num- 
bers of the Journal, several important cases of strangulated hernia, which 
have recently come under wy observation, believing that ihe^ will prove 
Rccepiaiile lo }uurseif and the iiiciiibers of the profession 'generally. 
Boston, Aov, 1, Idol. G. H baton. 

Cass I.— I was called, on the 3d of July last, to see a young man, 
of siroogy aibietic frame, a Freflcbraan, who had beeo in this country 
but a short time. He had been troubled, for many years, as be 
ioibiraed me, with a direct inguinal hernia on the right side, which 
doiiag a great part of the time be had been unable to retain by the 
lid of a truss, and bad consequently sufiered much inconvenience 
fnna it. Some five or six days previous to my seeing him, he bad 
broken his truss, and had neglected to have it re*placed. In conse- 
queoce of this, the bowel had descended, and be was not able to reduce 
it. He called in a physician forthwith, who attended him for two or 
three days, trying at di&rent times to ef^t the reduction, by the means 
usually employed ; such as the warm bath, the application of leeches, 
the tobacco injection, &c., in con^nction with the taxis — but without 
success, as tlie tumor kept Increasmg, and finally became so tender, as 
not to admit of the farther trial of the taxis. At this crisis, I was called 
in. and on seeing the condltioa of the patient, gave it as my opinion 
that the operation had been delayed too Inn:: ; thai ihe inflammation had 
probably projiressed so far. under the prolonged employment of tin' t;ixis, 
as seriously to jeopardise his iile. The attending physician having been 
called in, however, 1 proceeded at once to ilie operation. I made the 
usual incision, some four or five inches in length, directly over ilie tumor, 
and by carelul dissection reached the sac, which 1 opened, and brought 
its contents to view. I round ihe howel, as I expected, highly inflamed 
and of a dark colfee coloi, and discovered one spot of the size of a 
dime, of a leaden hue. This portion, 1 supposed, would slough off; but 
00 account of the mass of intestine which was down, I thought it best 
la rsduce the whole, which I did (after dividing the stricture at the ex* 
teraal ring), leaving the dark spot near the aperture. The treatment 
usual after the return of the parts, was followed, and the case closely 
watched. To my surprise, no sloughing took place, and the patient 
speedily recovered, sufiering almost no other inconvenience from the 
opemtion than that of being confined to the bed until the external wound 
iuul healed, which required about two weeks. 

On considering the length of time which elapsed in this case, from the 
Hot descent of the bowel, at which time the symptoms of strangulatioD 
began, until the operation, tlie lonrr and forcible attempts at reduction, 
by taxis, together with the fact that the inflammation had advanced 
even to the incipient stage of gangrene, the recovery of the patient, I 
think, was remarkable, and shows that under the most unfavorable cir- 
cumstances the operator need not despair of success. 

Case II. — On the '2 1st Jnlv, in the morning, I was sent for to see 
Mr. B., 76 years of age, who had been atiiicied, lor forty years, with an 
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mfunuH bcmtt on the right tide, which had beai hr a long time par- 
tially invdiicible. On the aftenioon of the day balbie, dimg a violeBt fit 
of coughing, tliis had become strangulated* A neigfaboffiog pbjBiciao 

\v:i- immediately called in^ who bad recoune to the usual means of le* 
dur;iifu hy taxis, but to DO purpose. On 01 j arrival, as the ajmptonis, 
ahiioui^U specific, were not lufficiently urgent to justify an opeiadoD, I 
tried the taxis, but widxMit any apparent dimtmitioo of the tumor. [ 
called again in the afternoon, and miding that the* tumor had increased 
to an enonnous size, and liie symptoms become quite violent, I decided 
at once ujK)n tlie operation as the onlv mean'! of savini:^ the patient ; nl- 
thoUjL^li e\'«'n thi- rilt'Tii itiv*' appeared des|>enile. oti coiisidennL^ ht> ai'^*. 
the size dl" the tumor, and the adhesions whjcli its conteuis had coiun.i i- 
♦•(1. A Un-ihrtied incision through liie iulejiunients, and a carelui dfs- 
seciionoi' the ii-ria. hrouiilil to view a sac. This I al first supposed to 
l)e the truo h'Tiiial >ac. On 4>p< il aitove, a j)inl of fluid e.-ca]K'd, 
and a strond ^ac wusi expo&ed. 1 o[)»'ned this cauiiou&ly, when a iarse 
quantity of bloody serur.i was dischargrd, and some ei^hi or ten feel of 
intestine were hroughl to \u'\v. The appearance of this latter hy no 
means relieved tlie doubts 1 had had as to the successful issue of the ope- 
ration. It was of a very dark color, approaching to black, and thickly 
oo?ered with a coat of coagulaUe lymph. I (bund the stricture at die 
outer ring, which being divided, I easily returned the intestine into dw 
abdomen. The edges of the wound being brought together, wece se- 
cured by sutures. Contrary to my expectatbn, the wound healed bj 
first intention. The patient continued to impiove daily, and, b tea 
days from the operation, was able 10 be about the home. 

The points 01 interest in this case are, first, the great siie of tin tu- 
mor ; 2d, the rare anomaly of the existence uf two sacs, and the anusoal 
quantity of fluid discharged frou) them ; 3d, the coodition of the strangu- 
lated portion of intestine, showing the importance of operating early, sn<i 
that a delay of a few hours nii^^ht have proved fatal 10 the patmii; 
and, lastly, the rapidity with which he recovered. 

Case III. — On the evening of the day on which I perfonned tlie 
operation in the rn^c. just cited, I was called to visit Mrs. R., who hsd 
been trouhUMl with a femoral hernia on the left side (or -nme tour or 
five years. As ?he had been able, during most of the inne, to keep it 
back by the aid of a tnH>, "^lio had not sniTcred much with it nntil the 
dav before I saw her, when Irom some over-exertion it bad come ilo^n 
and she had been unable to return il. The usual symptoms aitendins 
siranuulation soon came on, and a ph)i5irian was sent for. For sowe 
rea-^on he did not surmise the tnie cause of her trouble, but concluded, 
frowi ilic general symptoms, that the paiieut was ibreateoed with typhoid 
fever. 

I saw her about twenty-four hours after the fust descent of the beniia, 
and found her exhibitint^ all tlie aggravated symptoms of strangulateci 
hernia— -complete constipation of the bowels, the vomaing of leetl 
matter, violent pain in the abdomen, and a small tmnor, painful t» ibe 
touch, in the groin. As the soreness of the parts would not admit oT 
the tnal of the taxis, I proceeded at once to the operatioiii m ptumtn 
of the attending physician. 
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On opening the sac, I discovered a small convolution of intestine, con- 
siderably inflamed, in a strangulated stale. I found some difficulty in 
reducing: it, on account of the stroiw adhesions which it had formed to 
the sac, and the depth ai whicii the stricture was seated. 1 found it un- 
possible to get at the stricture without dividing a large artery, which I did 
delftentelf* The ends, however, were easily secured by ligatures, and 
but little blood was lost. The adhesions having been removed, and the 
stricture divided, the intestine was easily returned. The edges of the 
wound were then brought together and secured, after which there 
were no unfavorable symptoms. The wound healed by first intention, 
and the patient recovered rapidly. 



8TPITIL1TIC INOCULATION.-LETTER PROH PARIS. 

[Some of our readers will doubtless smile at the enthusiasm of the writer 
of the following letter firom Paris. They must acknowledge, however, 
that he exhibits the spirit of thorough, scientific bvestigation ; and though 
lie describes what has taken place within the " sy^liilitic world "^which 
may be considered, we suppose, as confined to Pans— the matters referred 
to are of general interest to the professkm, here as well as abroad.— 'Ed.] 

To the Editor of the Bos' on Medical mid Surgical Journal, 

Dear Sir, — I am anxious to conmiunirate to the n*aders of your 
valuH])le Journal, a few words ujx)n the great excitemeut that exists in 
the sv]ilnljii{' world, at the present moment, in this city. 

Duiiiiji^ ilie la«t few months, jM. AuziR*; Turenne has advanced, that 
by repc^ated expt riiiumts he has succeeded in communicaiiiig tlie syphilitic 
virus fjx)m man to the monkey, and that he ha? produced the true 
l>rimary chancre upon the monkey ; in turn, conuuuniciLUiig inoculable 
jnis to man. M. Ricord, who has experimented, as all know, in cveiy 
^>06sible way with syphilitic virus, denies what M. Auzias advances. He 
thus explains the supposed success of M. Auzias : " that by fiequoit and 
•constant apfdieatkxis of the syphifitu virus, he has merely established a 
depot (at this vinis upon the cutaneous surface of the monkey, and that 
the f cmw virus has been re-transplanted htm the monkey to man i any 
suppuration or appearance of true chancre being due to the constant 
inntatkui produced by the virus, as b^ any other foreign iiritating sub- 
stance. In fine, that the monkey's skin served merely as a soil for the 
seed, did not gemunate." However, time and renewed experi- 
ments will akme prove this questkm. 

But the most interesting portion of my communication does not relate 
to the monkey tribe, but to the human subject. M. Auzias also holds 
Ibrth to the world that he cures secondary syphilitic symptoms, not by 
niedical agents, but by the process of Inoculation. Here is soniethin«; new ! 
What does he do ? fie inoculates an individual already sntieriniz from 
secondary symptoms, with inoculahlp vims taken from another source, 
and he produces the true primary chancre. Tiiis lie continues to do 
until the system of tlie patient refuses to receive the virus, or until, in 
other words, the inoculation remains without effect. He does not say 
15b 
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bo»' many chancn^ will be n€c«sary. but ui tlie case of a young phy- 
■Cttn. uhom he hrtMi(;ht fbn* ard at the Hospital du Midi, this moming. 
■i a pfDoT of ius assenions, he had inoculated up^-aidi of wastf times. 
He mm eonadmd Um impregnalile, tnd dnf hbcoDsliMnil 

frmpcoms. inider which he wa» Ithoring it the ttme he connienoed, m 
catirelr endicated* 

M. Iliooid, whh the oonseat of all paides, tfab monnng inociihled Ais 
naitjr to science, with pus taken (ronn chaocra upoa three difimi 
paiiftits m his waids. L pen aU three, artificial cWnm tfaeo adstod, 
pnmnK the quality of the virus. M. Auzias cooskkn his patieot as 
■iipregnable-Uiiiie will prove whether M. RicordV hooet will be wm 

This constituted the first experiment ever made by M. Ricord b 
inoculating the fainnan tulgect with vims taken from anodier iDdi\idual— 
moni and just views having prevented hiro from so doing. I need doi 
add, that lie fully exjwts to see a well-established primary chanrrr 
fblln*.vinL'" inoeu)ntioii>. fnr h»» dt^nies that anv peculiar idio^^iicr?.-) 
exists, uhich render> aiiv iiuliv idii.il irnpre^iTTahlp to syphilitic iiiocuiaiion. 

M. Auzin'5 also gives Inrili. lliat, in ihr saiii*- way. hy repeated inoru!!»- 
lious he ( nn r< ii(l«T nny iridividnal iriipri'LMial)li' to •^vithili'?. He in'v:;- 
latf*«» ana pnxiures priinarv cliaiK rt-- tinlil hi' can produre no more. The 
j)atirni cannot have ^crondan svnipioms. Bv \\ iial laws this result is 
hn)ii;^dit about, he does not prcU ad tu have yei discovered. M. Auaaas 
and las school have full confideacc in wiiat tiiey maintaiu. Time akxie 
can decide. 

I feel coiifirjcnt that something new is alxjui lo be added to our present 
knowledi^e of syphilis. What a glorious discovery, if we find that, ^ 
inoculation, we may render the services to the human 6mily, that vaeci> j 
nation has done ! I assure you that the excitenient and aeal shown has | 
upon the subject are worthy of the cause. 

D. 0. Si^B, MJ)., of Bottom, Mm 

Fortt, Oct. 91, 1851. 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOUK.NAL. 
BOSTON, NOVEMBER It, 1S5I. 



i>'ov/.7/i Medical College. — Those who listened lo ihe introductory lecture 
of die new professor of Chemistry, on Wednesday Insi, speak of it in com* 
mendatory lernis. An expectation is indoleed thai the long-neglecied 
branch of chemistry, to necessary to a complete medical edacation. will be 
raised in this excellent school to a commandinc^ position. We have be^n 
soundinsr it i'l ihe ears of the Faculiics of all the M^.ii. nl CHr^rr'. ths: 
Chemistry did not recei^-f^ s'lfTr-i'^nt ntfention with ihem, and ibai most ol 
th** mill iy<^s were wofuliv /• nt and rnlpnhly blameaHle. Chemisuyt 
to a physician, is as necessary as malhemaucs lo an astrouomer. 



Dental /wpror<';/?f/2^*.— Another and important achi^ vom-n* bn^ recently . 
been made by Dr. AUea, of Cincinnati, in the cousiniciioa ol what is tecii- , 
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nically called plate-work, that is regarded with peculiar interest by dental 
o]K»ralors. Heretofore, the blocks or single teeth, when riveted to a plate, 
leave exposed crevices, owing to the impossibility of making a perfectly 
air«tight fit ; aad into these cieyices the saliva and food find iheir way, and 
become soarces of offence, ander the best efforts with a brush. Tlie im- 
proTement consists in soldering the teeth firmly and securely to the plate, 
as one piece of metal is brazed to another. The union is so perfect, that 
no fluid can percolate under or between. Those who have spoken of this 
improvement, used the highest expressions of approbation. Dr. Allen 
seems to have very much advanced tiie art, and ^oue quite beyond the 
chemists, who have found it a difficult matter to uniie an earth wiih a 
metal or metallic compound, in the manner shown in this discovery.— 
Trusting that a scientific description of the process* and a statement of the 
benefiu to be expected by patients from the improvement, will come from a 
competent source, the further consideration of the subject will be postponed 
for ihe pieaent. 

School for Idiots. — Correspondents very naturally wish to know what 
succei** attends the efforts making in Boston for the education of idiots. 
The institution is in its infancy, but making cfood and satisfactory progress. 
Whenever a report is made to the Legislature, it will be published. 



The Plague, — It is very certain, from the accounts received both here 
and in England, that the true plague has been introduced into Madeira — 
and the work of death has been appalling. The (|uestion has been agita- 
ted — will that dreadful disease ever reach this contment? There is reason 
to believe it will ; and the wonder is, why it has not been here already. 
Oar commercial intercourse is extensive with various parts of Africa and 
liie A?iatic shore of the Mediterranean, wliere this great scourge is never 
(lead or dying, but simply reposing from one period to another, like a fa- 
tigued giant, to c^ather strength for a renewal of slaughter. Should it 
come, it rnay be hoped thai there will be found more science and a stronger 
barrier of medical skill to meet and disarm it of its terrors, than has been 
exhibited in tropical climates, or in the filthy, scourge*inviting regions of 
mostem Turkey. Plague appertains to the Arabs, in this age ; and where 
the same condition of things exists as characterizes their modes of life, 
their social condition, their apathy, and the absence of all common-iense 
efforts to avert or arrest it, there it will have an abiding foothold. 



Maigaignei* OpertUive Surgery,^Thin is one of Blanchard Lea's 
elegant octavo volumes, and one of peculiar practical value to the pro- 
fession. It was translated from the French, in 1846, by Frederick Brit- 
!aii, M.D. Its illustrations are by Dr. Westrnacott — hut they are too few 
Ml number, and are inferior specimens of engraving in the United States. 
Boih the tvpe and paper are good, and it is altogether an imposing volume, 
aside from the character of its contemn, which extend to 66J pages. The 
work is divided into three parts, and all the subjects afo meUiMlcally ar* 
langed. Part 1. embraces general elements of operatious— as incisions, 
caaterizations, ligatures ; means of preventing efiusions of blood ; re- 
niiioos, and the wa^r of diminishing pain in operations. Part II. treats of 
common operations in minor surgery ; on the skin, muscles, nerves, veins, 
arteiiea, bones and articulations i re-sections, amputations, dec. Part IIL 
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is devoted to operations oo the eyes, auditory apparatus, olfiictory region, 
mouth, throat, thomXi Rbdonteii« rectnin, bbdder «nd ^^enital orgmoK. Id 
ehort, it is a perfect treatisOi learing do one itubject untourhed, of the leitt 
practical value to the sorgeon. It is a suggestive book, and ilierefore po^ 
ses^es nn additional iotereat and ciaim. To be had at Tickiwr k, Co.'s, 
Washington street. 



Carpenhr's Phvsfolo^y. — A second edition of thi^ pxrellpnt volomr', 
which has a ii'iiiiiiiiioii as extensive &i» the globe, with 1!^J illustraiions 
revised from a lavv London edition, has just ap{>eared ai Philadelphia, | 
Students will no doubt avail themselves of the numerous alteraiioos the • 
author has introduced into this Tolume. As fhrther eTidenoe of its cor- 
rectness, it may be mentioned that the sheets, have been under the vigilant 
eye o' Or P.Q.Smith, of Philadelpliia. As ever\' body at all familiar with 
the medical literature of the day, fully underttantis the intrinsic worth of Dr. 
Cfirp'-ntor's laftorj', we conceive it only necp"^?«nrv lo apprize the prof 
of the trrasiiro prepared for them, to en'^'irr ih»^ publisher* a m.'nerou^ r-- 
muiieruiKMi r>jr th^ ir *'ni< rprise. This, too, is irom ihepubiisaing hou:>e ot 
Messrs. Blanc hard Lea. 



Madhe's Surgical Anatomy. — Pu.ri V'., cuwipleiuig the series, wiih 6S 
colored engravings, of the highest value to operators and students io for- 
gery, may be had in Boston, at Ticknor ie Co.'s. No L was never re- 
ceived at this office— which is much regretted, since it deprives strangers, 
who wish to eiamine the engravings, of the opportunity of judging kit 
themselves in respect to their execution and colorintr. The publisher! 
should Ite lilt' rally erH-oiirnirfd. Messrs. Blanchard & Lea dp«erve il 
for their spinled eliuris in iinni-hinir Amrriran jihysicians with ed)iioc? 
of the be«t and most recent pfuduciiuus <^t Ku rope, far below their com 
in England on or the coutinenl. On looking over the opinions expre??ei 
by professors in many of the leading schools, their testimony is oniformlf 
favorable in respect to the accuracy of the anatomical delineations of these 
plates. 



Sylvetier Graham. — kind but unsatisfactory comment* in one of oor 
city papers, on the death of this individual, by our friend Dr. Alcou, brings 

to mmd our own personal recollections of Mr» Graham. Wiih regard to 
his system of a strictly vegetable diet, it may be said that he found in 
physiological works all the materials in it that werr of anv value, aiMi 
approprTatt'd tlioin lo builJing up aii edilire to p- rpetuaie Inmself. He 
borrowed Jibeiaily, and his ignorant foilowt r.s heliuvt-d hun to be the orici- 
naior of facts and suggestions as old as ilie records of medical science. His 
▼anity, which was excessive, it is charitable to suppose was cooa«cte4 
with a mental peculiarity that could not be controlled. We have a di&tinet 
recollection of hearing him say that Dr. Roget's Bridgewater Treatise 
was stolen from himself! He was* obtrusive, and in whatever society he 
happerjed to be placed, Mich was the irrepressible energy of his wiii. that 
lhoiii;h -sometimes he at first went up like a rocket, he was a? «ure loroiDe 
down like a stick. He wore every i>ody out who listened tu liim: and i/ 
ihey were unwilling to be his tools in propagating his peculiar regenerating 
views, most of which were intended to change the whole order of eociety 
and break up the foundations of the common system of domestic eoonoaiy. 
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he denounced ihem as enemies who were determined to liiiiil liis sphere of 
action and cheat him of the glory that belonged to his name. He was 
permitted oo several occasions to publish articles in this Journal, some of 
which were well drawn up, and free from ultrnism. He himself felt 
assured that what he had prepared would open the eyes of the medical 
profession, and produce the happiest results in the community. But no 
approhation wns plirited by them, except from his friends and followers ; 
oil tlif coDirary, llieir puMiration in the Journal was strongly objected to 
I V :;eiil!einen of ihc liie-t iiiedical distinction, and by the readers geneTally. 
rijis only rouj«ed Mr. Giahom to otXor longer and more objeclionaljle 
pnpers; and when plainly informed that he involved us and injured him- 
self by these measures, his wrath was excited, and it is not certain that 
be ever forgave us for not ailojiring him to control the pages of the Jour* 
nal in such a manner as to spread abroad his great doctrines. Mr. Gra* 
ham's fame is a local one, which will not survive the lifetime of some of 
his disciples. His memory is associated with bran-bread — not with 
any strikifiir ovent, principle or doctrine, that will carry it onward upon 
the wave of lime as a l>enelatnor of the lunnan race. 

With regard to liie most iinporiani uiuui.'r comiected with Mr. Gra- 
ham's death — riz., whether his system of living had any influence in has- 
teoing it, and thus preventing his enjoyment of that green old age'* 
which, it was understood, waa to he the reward of his followers, Dr» 
Alcott, as already stated, presents nothing very satisfactory. Fie intimates 
that a Dr. Trail, of New York, has important facts to disclose; but a 
note from Dr. T. himself states that he is not ycl prepared to publi.sli 
them. Dr. Alcott makes a few statements, wliicli, tbouij;h evidently apo- 
logetic in their character, may in fairness be insL-rted here. He says, 1st, 
that Mr. G. was in his SSih year, in^iead of " about 50" as mentiooed 
in this Journal a few weeks sinccr. 

^2. He had by inheritance a feeble constitution. His father, an in- 
habitant of SufHeld, Gt., was, as I have always heard, near 70 years 
< !der than Sylvester — and the latter was among the youngest of a large 
lamily. 

"3. He did not become a 'CIrabamite' till he was nearly 40 years of 
age — till his ron-.tiiiiiion ba i beeome much inipaiied by wrong habits. 

" 4. He was ol a constitution and temperament which naturally render- 
ed htm mentally precocious, and predisposed him to nervous and acrofu* 
lotts maladies. Few, if any, public men with such a temperament have 
been as healthy, or lived as long as he. 

*' 5. He was not sustained in his supposed office of reforming the world 
by that cn-operation which mi^rht have been expected in the domestic re* ' 
latin:i5, Tliose who know thi.s part of his history will not be surprised 
tlj<u he ran down so «non. The wonder is that he held otil so long. 

"6. It does not ap|i( ar that he wa.s true to his own .system. Mr. Hunt,, 
io the New York Tribune, says> he made to his friends n>any confessions. 
But that these errors were not great, would seem probable after all, from 
the results of post-mortem examination. It is not quite clear, moreover,, 
that bis medical management was judicious, or rather that he followed 
out any general plan.'* 



Complete and long<ontimied Faralysh.^The Eastport (Me.) Sentinel 
gives the following account of a remarkable case. Perhapa some physi* 
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cian among our subscribers in that vicinity can ?ive \\^ further iiiforma- 
lion respecting the cause of such un attack of paralysis, occurring, as ii 
seems to have done, in early life. 

** There is a woman at Campobello (near here) who has lain upon her 
bed for sixteen yean. She was prostrated after a child-birth, became pa- 
ralyzed, and has never recovered. The child lived, was healifay, and is 
now n fine younjr woman. The woman is not cnpnblp of moving 
any of hor limbs in the slightest manner, and cannot sit up. She cr\Q 
hear, but cannot speak loud or distinct. What is very remarkable she 
appears to be flesthy, haii a fair couutenanre, and a good appetite, though 
on account of her immobility her food is given in ihm or liquid form. 
She does not change for the worse, but lemains as she has been lor many 
years. Her bed is made by rolling her from one side to the other, and she 
has no acute pain. Her hands remain crossed upon her breast — her fin- 
gers are white and smooth almost as ivory. It is singular that in this inert 
stale of ber body, the process of digestion should go on so rerularly a« it 
dop«. Nothing is done for the restoration of this woman. She is now 
abi)ijt 40 years old, and during her confinement has seen her husbaod dk 
ill the same room occupied by herself." 



Death of Dr. Badeley, of Chelmsford, England. — Most of our reat^^r? 
have doul>tless been interested in the perusal of the Luinleian Lectures, oh 
the " K'-ciproca! iMfluences of Mind and Matter," which are now in course 
of publication in this Journal, copied from the London Medical Gazette. 
It will therefore be a subject of surprise and grief to them to learn of the 
sudden death of their author. Dr. Badeley. The particulars of this melaa* 
choly occurrence, as we learn them from the London Lancet, were as follovra. 

'* On Sunday afternoon the deceased was afflicted with a severe attack 
of the tootIi;i hf, and it continued without intermission all the following 
night. About four o'clock on Monday morning he went down into his 
study for the pur|)o>e of lakiui^ sonjelhing to alleviate the pain, and, un- 
fortunatelvi he iiiadverlently partook of some uiorpbia, and bis untimely 
decease was the result. Mr. Bransby Cooper was ^ent fur by a telegraphic 
despatch, and all the members of his profession in the town were in attend* 
ance, but their combined efibrts to save his valuable life proved abortive. Dr. 
Badeley leaves behind him a family of, we believe, ten children, besides a 
very numerous circle of friends. Dr. B. was well known to his profes- 
sional brethren as an accomplished and talented physician, and was the 
author nf several works connected with medicine. He delivered the Har- 
veian Oration list year at the College of f^hysicians. Only a few weeks 
since, we noiu td his la>t prodnciion, consistinir of Lectun- .s on the Miad. 
Dr. liadeley was an agreeable companion, possessed of a kindly but spark* 
ling wit, and was very happy in his jests and epigrams, some of wbich 
have appeared in this journal anonymously. His melancholy death will 
be regarded as a loss by the profession generally.** 

The remainder of the Lectures alluded to, which will now be invested 
with a saddened interest, are devoted to the subject of insanity, and will be 
inserted n% space will permit, after giving the preference to articles by our 
own correspondents. 



Middlesex East {Maxs.) District Medical Society. — The annual lucetini! 
oi the Middlesex East District Medical Society was boideu at Readio^, ou 
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Wednesday, the 5tb of Nov. inst. The following gentlemen were elected 
as officer? for the ensuing year ; — 

Dr, Horace P. Wakefield, of Readinij, President. Dr. Alonzo Chapin» 
of Winchester, Vice President, Dr. Truman Rickard, of Woburn, Secre* 
tary. Br. Augustus Plympton, of Woburn, Treasurer and Librarian. 
Dr. Moses Parker, of Melrose, Auditor. Drs. Benjamin Cutter, of Woburn, 
Erasius 0. Phinney, of Melrose, Joseph D. Man?field, of Souih Reading, 
Censors. Drs. Benjamin Culler, of Woburn, Moses Parker, of Melrose, 
Augustus Plympton, of Woburn, Counsellors. 

T. RicKAED, Secretary, 



Boston Dispensary. — The foiiowing arc the oincers chosen for the ensu- 
ing veer: 

Hanager8-<-^tDuel May, N. L. Frotbitiffham, FHny Cutler, Jamea H. 
Foster, H. Crocker, Ebenezer Chadwick, if. H. Emmons, Samuel Brad- 
lee, J. H. Wolcott, Francis Parkman, George H. Kafan, William Dehon. 

Treasurer — Edward Blake. 

Consulting Physicians — S. D. Townsend, M.D., Jacob Bigelow, M.D.» 

Phineas Crane, M.D. 

Vi^itinsT Phy^icmns — Dr. E. B. Moore, WarH 1. 133 Hnnover sir^el; 
Dr. M. B. Leonard, 2, East Boston ; Dr. Robert Greer, 3 and 4, 132 llano- 
Ter street; Dr. Thomas F. Oakes. 5, 6 Pitta street; Dr. J. C. Sharp, 6, 
15 Joy street ; Dr. J. M* Sharkey, 7, Federal, comer of Purchase street ; 
Dr. G. F. Bigelow, 8, 425 Washington street; Dr. W. B. iMorris,9, Beach 
street; Dr. £. T. Eastman, 10, 7 Summer street ; Dr. £. £. Herrick, 11, 
^Va.shington, corner of East Dedham street; Dr. J. S. U. Fogg, 12, 306 
Ijroadway, South Boston. 



Nature*9 Chemistry InexpUeaih. — There appears to be something ano- 
ihaloDs in the effects of light on ^otne floweT8« which seems to render 

Nature's chemistry inexplicable. Probably some of your readers may solve 
the problem. For instance, it is said i\mt when light is exclndcd from 
vegetables or flowers, they become white, and the inference whirh most 
students have nrrived at, is, that !ii;lit is the principal cause of the duier- 
ence of color, modi tied in dilferent kinds by some dillerence in their struc- 
ttire. That the exclusion of light does certainly blanch some kinds of 
vegetables, is now admitted as an axiom in Tegetable chemistry ; for exam* 
pie, the endive, the celery, the white cabbage, kc. ; and although the 
deprivation seems to induce the colorless condition of those mentioned 
above, it is not a law, otherwise it would be universal. And my object, 
therefore, in thi« brief paper, is simply to mention a few facts which seem 
'0 be exceptions. The vihurnum opidm (guelder rose) has a green flower 
in the tirst instance, which gradually becomes white if the weather is hue 
and the light inlen.se, ihn flowers under buch stimulus aissuming a most 
beautiful opaque whiteness. They remain for weeks in this colorless 
condition, and are finely contrasted with the dark-green leaves which stir- 
round them ; and so delicate is the whiteness of ihe flowers that they are 
popularly called snow-balls." So also the lilius albus, dec., present simi* 
kr phenomena. 

Can it be explained why the viburnum opulus, 6cc. &c., seem to be ex- 
ceptionn ? That all the rich variety of color.® in the domain of Flora, cotirt 
the iight which gives them their beautiful shades and tints, and in those 
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we have named, that its presence should banish from them every ve?tice 
of hiif or color, shows that \vp have still much to learn oa the chernkfti 
etiecls oi light. — J. L. Lsmo^, in London Lancet, 



The Custody of Inebriates. — (Letter from De Beauvoir de Lisle, M.D.. 
of Gnernser, to the Editor of the London Medical Gazette). — Sir —Your 
number nf ''i '29\\\ uh., p. coiiinin? an extract from the Boston Me<ii- 
ca! Jn^]rii;ii fplativc to the foriirition of a "hospital for the custody and | 
treatment of inebriates,''* which appears to deserve aueiiiive consnieralion. 

The want of such an estahiishment has often been experienced iatbc 
Channel Islands, where the low price of ardent spirits anords to the toll* 
rie< of Bacchus, whether natives or strangers, mates or feindes, every 
facility for indulgence in their baneful propensity-^nay, it would seem ibai 
troublesome relatives and dependents have sometimes been sent acron the 
Channel by parties anxious to get rid of them. 

It lias been my lot to attend i<ome of thrsc unfortunate beings, and 1 
have \on^ felt that a well-appointed estabii^hrnent for their teraponry or 
permanent reception might effect incalculable good. The inebnaU'. 
among*?t the upper and middle classes of society, are generally more wetk 
than wicked — their qualities of heart and head are masked, but not (^it^ 
zated. Religion and philanthropy, interest and national vanity, point to 
the remedy proposed— hi knjntal or iamtmiMm for vuMatit, 



Medieal Mmellany, — rumored re-appearance of the aweatiogr sickness 
in Europe, is eliciting remarks from the Medical Journalists. — Dr. San 
born*s splint is gaining friends rapidly .^Bo we 1 complaints have not wholly 
disappeared. The uiuiaiuraily warnj moist weather, some weeks bark, hn- 
probably influenced the malady very considerah! v. — Household Surgery, 
by Mr. South, published in New York, lias nut been seen in Boston yet- 



To Rkaders ai»d CoRREsroNDEHTs.— The present number of ibe Journal, it will be per- 1 
eeived, compriM tw^iyv •ddilioaal fwgti Ihoi allowiof tpae^ for aomeof the original commuai- | 
cations whicn were awaiting insertion, and at the same time mnkin<^ tip fur the orcasional ax, < 
lately, of an extra page for advertijtcmenU. In cases where four extra pages of aUvertiteflaeau 
have recently been issued, it will have been noticed thai is ewfy iuMUMioaii imat «f lour |MgCi*f 
ratdioff matter haa lOComMnied the same anaiber. 

Dr. Jaryis gives ■ firithmt and graphic deartiption, in htf addms in to-day's Joomal, of Ae 
causes of in<iniiily. Som<i familiar uistructif>os, from llie ^.wix' \H-n, respcrtiiitj ilie tiu'.ins ofivo-J- 
ing the frv(|ueat 'e£6ect of Uietie caoses, wouklf accompauyuig this addreis, make a useiul pao^ii- ' 
lat Ibr mMral dbtribaiioo. 

Dr. Cartwrighl, v%Iio truly desfrihe«; himself " nn old subscriber to this Journal.*' Iiavini; l^eni 
•nlMcriber for more iltan a quarter of a century, presents fair claims as the originalor of two modeni 
or retrived modes of practice— one ia Maifidtie. and tba other in Surgery. We paoooneMllhe 
femarlcs of thi<$ highly-respecti'd veteran in our ranks to the attenlioo ofthe reader. 

Dr. Mitchell's paper, before acknowledged, will appear oezt week. One by Or. Cumaiag* 
will idso have a« eariy iiueitieii. 



niKi),— Dr Tolm Van rponl. of Valalie,N.Y. At Daiien, Dr. Wam Fcrekal, (8^1 

Bristol, K. i., Jabcz iiolmes, M.D. 



ihathti* llMl0«---fortlM week endiDfSaUirday noon, Noir. 8th. W.—Males, as^fmnale*, 41. 

Accidental, 3— apoplexy, 2 — disca-te of bowels, 2— tliscase of brain, 1 — consumpnon, 11— coe- 
vuUions,6 — croup, 5— dysentery, 3— diarrhoea, 1— dropay, 1— dropsy of bram, 2— drowned, l^— 
typhus fever, 2— t vphoid fi»ver. 4— braia fever, t^-huif fever, 6— gastritis, f— hooping cough, I— 
(liscaw of heart, 1— infantile, 4— disease of kidneys, l—mnra»nuis. 1 — mea>!fs, f nQld gge, 
palsy, 1 — puerperal, 2 — scrofula, 1 — ie« Ui»ng, 2— disease of throat, unknown, X 

Under 6 years, 29 — between 5 mid JO years. lO^betwceu 20 and 40 veara» Ifl baiwMIl ^ 
am) nn year<.. If—over (vO -. -^r^rs H. Americans, 26 j foragaaisaiid ehfldna of ktiagQtn,SO^ 
The above inckides 1 death at itui City Institutioiu* 
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THE PRLV AILING FEVERS OF STEUBEN COUNTY, N. Y. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical JoumaL 

Sib, — I was pleased with the suggestion, in a late oumher of the Joui^ 
oal, by one of your correspoadeots, and seconded by yourself, <*ihat 
when the vearly claim of our worthy editor is met, that of his subscri- 
bers should he also." I hope to see the suggestion acted upon ; for to 
me your Journal derives its chief interest vma containing reports of 
cases by physicians, engaged in active practice in different parts of the 
country, and witnessing them under the difierent circumstances caused 
by climate, epidemic and malarious influences, habits, customs, and the 
various local causes which have an in6uence in producing disease. I 
have often wished that physicians, when reporting cases, would not onl^ 
nport extraordinary, but ordinary, ones ; that is to say, describe their 
observations in regard to any peculiarities in the course or the treat- 
ment of many of our common diseases^for it is with them we have 
the riiost to do. 

In reading ibe medical works of different generations we observe 
that various auiiiors have advanced different views in regard to the 
cause, syiuj iojns, and particularly in regard to the treatment, of the 
dilFerent diseases described. This might arise from two causes ; viz., 
the changes wliicli have been and are taking place in diseases, and the 
auiliors not understanding perfectly the disease they are de^ribing. In 
either case it would involve a necessity ol advancement in the science. 
As disease is not confined wholly to our large cities and towns, and 
every form and variety cannot fall under the observation of the mosi 
emioent physicians in our land ; consequently ohservers, and I may 
idd reporters, should not he confined alone to these persons and places. 
1 am acquainted with many practitioners of medicine, of good common 
sense, close observers of disease, quick to perceive changes, or recognize 
peculiarities, eminently successful in their practice, and who have de» 
voted a long life to this punuit ; yet never have reported a case, and 
when removed from the stage of action they will take with them the 
accumulated experience of years, and none that live after them will be 
beoefited thereby. This should not be so. In order that the science 
of medicine shall progress, I contend that every physician, engaged ia 
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actual practice, should contribute something Iruiii personal observation to 
fuither this object. 

In accordance with these suggestions, I propose to give a slight sketch 
of the feveis which prevail in this locality, together with the treatmeot 
which 1 have Ibuod the most successful. A thousand others, perhaps, 
have witnessed the same^ and yet my observations may not be without 
benefit as a means of comparison of the same disease in difeeat 
kcalides. 

Our fevers are of two characters ; vis., bilious remitting or intemit- 
tins, and enteric or typhoid* The former appears to occur eoderai- 
cauy, the latter epidemically. The fbnner has its own particular lo- 
cality. In order to better understand the cause of this peculiarity, it will 

be necessary that I give a general outline of the face of the counliT 
in my immediate vicinity. I am situated upon the Canisteo river* which 
is a small and naturally rapid stream running from west to east through 
a deep and narrow valley. The hilts upon each side are veiy steep, 

and in many places formintr nearly p(*rppndicular bluffs and over-hang- 
ing cliffs, which rise to the l)ei;;lit of several hundred feet. The surface 
rocks of this whole region aj)p('ar to be composed, almost entirely, of 
ort^anic remains. Upon the lii!!^ the country is rolling, and in many 
places quite uneven, but well adapted to farming purposes ; the soil being 
of a gravelly loam, clayey loam, and hard pan. The whole surface 
has been, and where not clearorl is still, densely covered with fore-is of 
white pine, hemlock, bench. nin|)le, chestnut, oak and hickory. iNume- 
rous small streams empty niio the river at short intervals, fori itln«r deep 
and narrow valleys or ravines. There are very few marshes in this re- 
gion, the soil i^enerally bein^j quite dry, and none worthy of note except 
what are connected \uili lwo small lakes entirely surrounded by woods, 
which ai*e located upon the north hill about four miles fram the river. 
It is in the vicinity of these lakes that the endemic of remitting and 
intennitting fever occurs, and it is worthy of note that no cases of this 
Ibrm of fever ever occurred in their vicinity until they were raised by a 
dam across the outlet ; which caused them to flow a large tract of tim- 
bered land, which was soon killed by the action of the water, and is 
now slowly decaying, giving rise to the miasm which produces the 
above-mentioned endemics. The malarious influence extends but a short 
distance to the north, being intercepted by hi»h hills and dense forests, 
but extends to the river upon the south, causing nearly every family 
inclurl'd between them to suffer from its effects, either by frequent It* 
tacks of remitting or intermitting fever. 

Although, as before stated, the river is naturally rapid, and little 
adapted to produce malaria, man has caused, to some extent, a*mia?mntic 
influence, by erecting numerous dams across it, principally for the use of 
saw-mills, which hnve caused this once ra[)id stream, by a constant fuc- 
cession of ]ionds, to become n very slu<j:L:ish one. Tlinse ponrls suon 
become Cilled with the slabs winch are thrown from the nunnMnus mills, 
and tht v art? soon saturated with waff^r and sink to th^ hoiiom. Tbe 
action of the water qnirkly causes ihem to become ctn t icil with a sliniy 
coating; and during low water many of them are exposed to the rays 
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of the sun, unf] w liilo dryin^^ irivp rise to exceedini^ly unpieasant exha- 
lations, by wiiicli, togetlier with the miasm arising from the accumulated 
tltbns, a few sporadic cases of ai^aie are produced. 

The valley of ihe river appears to be rather a neuiral ground, boUi 
kinds of fever occurring in diillnMit individuals. Those whose (xjcupa- 
tion causes tln-iii to be about the water have remittents and iniermittenls ; 
and those eu^^aged in other pui-suits, generall) iiave continued or typhoid 
fevers. 

There is no peculiarity characterizing the bilious remitting fevers of 
this region, unless it be their uniform tnildoess, generally requiring very 
little treatment. They generally, and, so far as my experience goes, 
I may say uniformly, terminate in intermittent fever or convatescence in 
from one to two weeks. The former termination b by far the most fre> 
quent. The agues followmg remittents, and also those of an idiopathic 
character, yield readily to the use of sulph. quin. or arsenic in mode- 
rate doses. 

Tliere is one peculiar complaint caused by the modified malaria ari^ 
log from the river, which I must not omit to mention, viz., periodic or 
neuralgic headache. Most of the cases have occurred in individuab 
living upon the river, or upon the adjacent hills. It occurs many times 
in persons who have never had ague, but oftener in individuals who at 
some period of their lives have suffered from that complaint. I cannot 
hotter descrihf it than to hriedy slate a case which occurred in my prac- 
tice in the suimiier of 1819. 

G. L.. a nr.in about 30 years of age, large and athletic form nnd ro- 
bust constitution, and livini "-nine two miles from liie river upon the 
south hill, called upoii me at my olSce, and requested me to bleed him 
for headache. Upon inquiry 1 learned iliat he had been afflicted with a 
severe pain in his liead for upwards of three weeks. He described it 
as a deep pulsating pain, passing from the anterioi to the posterior 
part of the head, and commencing at 8 or 9 o'clock in ilie morning, and 
increasing in severity until the middle of the afternoon, when it would 
gradually subside, and by evening it would entirely have cctaed. He 
would then remain free from pain until the next day, about the same 
hour. His pulse was natural, skin cool, tongue covered with a thin, 
dtrty-cokwed for, bowels rather torpid, and appetite somewhat imraired ; 
but sUll, aside hom the excruciating pain in bis head, considered nimself 
well. I opened a vdn and bled him pretty freely, which relieved to 
some extent the pain. 1 then ordered him to take an active purge and 
use the cold douche to the bead and sinapisms to the back of the neck. 
About the tliird day after, he again made his app^nnnce and requested 
me to repeat the bleeding, stating *^ I had not taken half enough ; and 
his head ached worse than ever.'' 1 demurred, but he insisted that 
" bleeding had always relieved him, and he knew it would do so again if 
I wotild only take enou<jh." Accordingly, I again opened a vein and let 
it bleed until he was faint, nnd yet he experienced less relief than from 
the former. The next day he made his appearance the third lime, and 
what with the bleedinrr, purging and headache, l>e looked miserable 
enou^ii. The pain, instead of abating, bad increased. It still retained 
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perfectly it«? jipriodic rlj;irart#»r. and yvt ImiriL,' the fir?t rase of the 
\vhi( li li I'l liiil<'ii uiiilei' iuy ubs<'r\ alion, i (iitl ikjI rtcoi;nize it at 
first a> ari^iiii; lVr)iii a mia^smntic influHnff^ ; l)ut froiu fiolioini,' its di«po- 
sili<Mi to rerur at cntaiii rc»:iilar pt'iio*!^, 1 was induced to use the stilpb. 
quinine in d(J^t's of Irom om- lo two gnuiis evLTy four hour.^.. This 
treatment \va^ cu»iuuued but a short time befon; tlie paroxv<?ms of pain 
entirely ceased, and the palient has cunitiiued in ^ood iicuiLii up lu im 
present tinie. 

I have given tbti case, in prp fe re nc c lo *nj other, to sbow the ineffi- 
ciency of aDtipl)lo<;istic remedies to remofe tbb hna of headache, em 
when occurring in the robust or plethoric. Since that time, cases of tin 
nature have been of very frequent occurrence in my practice ; and soois 
of dwin have been of such severity as to cause a temporary dehriaiBi 
The old and the young, the weak and the strong, are alike its sub|eGM. 
It generally is of the quotidian Ibnn, hut in a few instances the tertisa. 
The [)ain varies in difierent cases; sometimes being con6ned to oo« 
side of the head or to one eye, at others occupying neariy the whole 
head ; and it generally is of a |iulsating or throbbing character. In eat 
case the pain was paroxvsnal, occurring every ten or 6fteen minoleii 
and lasting from on*s to nre minutes ; causing the [)atient to scream out 
with agony. Tliese paroxysms continued only through the day. A 
few and but a few cases are pn-reded hy a chill, but I hare ne^'ir^r ob- 
served it to be ibilowed by fever, Sweating soiuetimes occurs during ihe 
night. 

Cmm. — As l>eforr intimated, I consider the cause to bo identical witb 
that of lb»» interiiiil[( 111- which occur linro, but of a Timiliiipd cbaracler. 
The malaria arising Iruui the rivcr uotild awm lo l>e inA ?uiiici( miN- con- 
centrated lo cause a lull ai;ue, except iu such persons as are iiiucii ex- 
posed to its influence, or in those who arc constitu; tially predisposed 
by previously having sutfered from this coinplaiui ; hut buiiicienUy so 10 
produce ibis peculiar form of cephalalgia. • 

Treatmetii. — ^Tbe treatment b identical witb that of ague. If possi- 
ble, quinine is more of a specific m this aftotioo than in the former ; 
the ease many times yielding to its use atone. I use it in doses of km 
one to two grains every fear or six hours ; of conise adding aueh odxr 
oonsiiltttkmal treatment aa the case may demand. I have treated 
waids of thirty cases during the past season, none of which have ftiled 
to yield at once to the use of that remedy. 

bueric or TVpAotV Feeer,— This form of fever occurs epidemicaUv, 
and constitutes by iar the majority of the ievers of this region, it 
occurs upon the hills north and soudi of the river, and oocasbnaily upoa 
the river, which, as before stated, aopears to be the neutral grouoNl ; bat 
the country beyond the influence ot the malaria acismg mn the river 
and the be^ire-^entioned ponds and marshes, is more especially visited 
by it. It occurs at all seasons, but more frequently in niituron and winter. 

Timr n f fJfr. — Persons between the ai^es of -jo and 30 veal's are 
more trequeniiy the objects of its attack ; but old age, and even diikk 
hood, are not ex*'mpl. 

tSfftnptonUf (Jourge, — The disease somelunes begins abniptijr with 
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a chill, followed by severo paia in ihe iMad, back and limbs ; and the 
ferer is characterized by prominence of symptoms, full and frequent 
pulse, hot and dry skin, restlessness, great thirst, &c. ; but it much more 
frequently comes on insidiously, and increases gradually, so that it is often 
impossible to fix the preci^^e point of commencement. The patient per- 
complains of weariness, rrcnenil uneasiness, languor, loss of appe- 
tit.i'. slisrht pain in the liead, occasional slioht chills, alt«*rn:iiifi-^ with 
flashes of heat ; pnl^»> aecelernffMl, tonirue covered with a linn, whit- 
ish fur; and these sympunns coniiiuje, with a slowly-increasing inten- 
sity, for several davs, soinrtimes even for a week or ten davs [jefore the 
patient feels himself snnieicnily ill to take to his bed. 'I'lie disease 
Wiu'j^ now under way, exhibits the usual symptoms of fever ; hoi and tliy 
skin ; frequent pulse ; generally severe pain in the head, and great i^ene- 
Tdl weakness. The pulse, in cases commencing in the latter manner, 
has much less 6rmness than wbeo commencing in the former. The 
patienc sometimes has a feeling of uotversal soreness, as if bnibed or 
greatly fati|^ed. These sym))tom8 continue with little change, except 
a gmdual increase, Ibr several days. The pulse becomes more fre> 
(^t and less strong, the skin acquires greater heat, and the counts 
since assumes a peculiar dusky and stunned appearance ; the patient 
eibibiting hut little anxiety about the result of bb case. The boweb 
become more and more loose, until the characteristic diatrhcsa is estab* 
lished — the discharges being thin, frequent, and of an ocbrey color. 
There is sometimes severe pain in the bowels, especially in the 
iliac region, which is increased l)y pressure ; at others the pain is m- 
ooostderabie. Generally a slight degree of tyropanitb distension is dis- 
e(nren>d by percussion, with a gurgling sound upon pressure of the hancL 
A cough frequently sets in, either dry and harassing, or accompanied 
with a slijj'ht frothy mucous expectoration, and the pliysical signs of 
bronchitis are discovered by auscultation. Such, ordin;ii is the course 
until about the seventh to the tenth day from the complete formation. 
Other symptoms are now superadded. The tongue, which had hitherto 
bt^f^n slightly lurred and moist, now tirromes more thickly coated and at 
iir.>i clammy, then dry and hrown, paillculaily through the centre, and is 
protruded, with a hesitntini; and trembling motion, often sticking to the 
teeth, which are drv and frequently loaded widi sordes. The nhdonien 
i)ecomes moiu tyinpamtic, aiid if examined will often be lound to be 
covered wiih small red points resembling flea-bites. The headache, 
which had been so tormentioff to the patint, now subsides ; but is often 
superseded by delirium, wittch at first occurs only when the patmt is 
waking from sleep, but in severe cases it soon becomes constant. It is 
geoerJly of a mdd character; the patient talking incoherently about 
his business, or imagining he sees persons about him with whom he seeks 
to hold a conversation. They generally imagine themselves absent ftom 
borne, and often try to get up to go there. When asked questions in^ a 
firm tone, they will give a rational answer, and appear to converse quite 
coherently for a few moments, when they will relapse into their former 
state. Delirium is a very unpleasant symptom, more particularly from 
the fears which it engenders in the minds of the friends of the patieDt ; 
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and if any mesns can be reported to for its removal, it is p%trerw1y 
dcsiralile. The of acjtia anwnonia was siij:)[;c«tf'r! to me by Dr. W. 
R. Crocker, of Cariu'roii, fortius purpo-^e ; and it- t lVrri-; hnv<^he<?n most 
sati'fnrtnry in mv hands. I 'jivp hoiii l<-n lo fiflrt ii (lr(^its in snfficieDt 
sweel»MiiMl water lo (1< <tmv it^ :u liniony, oi»ee in Ironi l\so to six \mm, 
prronliii'.' !o ihn nnmuiit ol" «i( lii uini, and conliniied until it is rnodt-rairii ; 
find llien j:i\in'4 il Miliififiill) f»t (jut-iu to keep llir ddiriui;! comniiled. 
] hnvp nevt'i known it to fail of very uiuch abating the drliriuin ol* ihb 
dist a>e, if it did not » inin ly siihdue it. I attribute its h« ncfu i:d efeis 
to its directly stinuiiaiii and anii^pasniodic action upon the debiliiiited 
nervous centre. 

If the disease continue, a complete typhous condition is developed ; 
the tongue becomes drier— -perhaj)s gashed and sore, whh more and 
darker sordes upon the teeth and li|>s; the pulse becomes more fre- 
quent and feeble ; starting of the tendons ; picking at the bed-clodies, 
or perhaps tlie lips and teeth ; bonng the nose and ears with the 6ngers; 
muttering balf'-fonned sentences, or exhibiting nearly a profound oonn. 
Finally, if the case is to end unfavorably (which has been a rare resoli), 
all of these symptoms become aggravated; the pulse gives way, aad 
becomes excessively frequent and fluttering ; tl)<> extremities become cool 
and clammy, and sometinu^ purplish or mottled ; the countenance assumes 
the Hip)iQcratic aspect, and life is quietly and almost imperceptibly ex* 
tinguisl)( (1. Some few cases have proved faul from hemonrfaa^ from 
the bowels. 

When a favorable termination is about to take place, the pulse be- 
comes less frequent, skin cooler, tongue moister and cleaning at the tip 

and o(li:*'« ; tftp stupor and dtdiriiim suh«;ide, and the patient pays more 
att<Min(iii to tilings around him ; lie exhibits some desire for food, at least 
less avjTsion lor it is displayed. Generally there i^^ a laieriiious deposit 
in the urine, together wilti a general perspiration, before convalescence is 
fully estal)li*;hed. 

I have obsrrv«*d quite a number of cases which had been severe and 
protracted, wijose termination was quite different. The tongue, instead 
of cleaning s^nidually, appeared to cast off its coat in larfi^e flakes, leaving 
the surface vuili a patchy appearance or a clean bri^lu red. and entirely 
divested of the papillary structure, looking as if it had been ironed. 
Partial sweeting generally accompanies this state of the tongue, and 
the pulse continues more frequent than when it cleans in the oatunl 
manner. This state I had always found to be a very tedious one lo 
manage, particulariy if the tongue continued dry, until ieoimneiieed the 
use of die oil of turpentine, as recommended by Wood in his IVestiR 
on the Practice of Bledicine. I have feand the use of this remedy, in 
doses of from five to twenty drops in an emulsioa every two or thiee 
hours, operate like a charm in this particular state. 

I have now described the most common course of tbb complaint, ac- 
cording to my observation ; but as I have noticed several viriatioos km 
the creneral ccHifse, I will brie6y mention a few of them* 

1 have just been treating a case in ■ middle-aged man. who had all 
the usual premoniiory and forming symptoms, until about the ninth day, 
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wben bis skin became as cool as natural, the pulse ranging from 50 
lo60 per minute ; and yet the other usual symptoms of enteric fever 
coniinupd ; such as clammy and dry tongue, diarrhoea, dniness and hche- 
tude of mind, du<kinf'"^ of the complexion, sliLdif delirinin, and lose- 
colored eruption upon the howcls. It teimmated by recovery about the 
21st day, with the usual critical evacuations from the sWm and kidneys. 
This was an interesting case to me, from the fact of there bein^ a total 
absence of febrile action after the citjhth or ninth day. I could not 
have conceived, ere this, how a fever could continue, and yet there be 
no fever. There were four other well-marked cases which occurred 
about the same time, in the same house and one closely adjoining. 

A second case was a young lady, about 17 years of age. She was 
aUacked with the usual premonitory symptoms, which continued until 
about the same period in its course as the former case, when the skin 
became cool, but unequally so — one extremity being cool and the other 
warm ; one eheek cool and pale, and the other hot and red, and fre- 
quently changing. The heat in no part, and at no time, was raised 
much above the natural temperatttre. The tongae was coveted with a 
thin coat, inclining to be dry and brown; pulse ranging from ISO to 
140 per minute ; diarrhcea, duloess and hebetude of mind, and finally 
delirium ; severe cough, and raising a copious frothy and viscid sputa« 
This case continued twenty-eight days, and terminated in convalescence 
ID the usual manner. The latter case was singular, in the lack of heat, 
and also in another circumstance which I have omitted to mention, vis., 
the absence of the great general prostration which almost universally 
attends this complaint. Until the last week there was no day but that 
she was able to walk from room to room. In neither case was the ab« 
m^^f of heat to be attributed to a more than usual typhoid state. 

Effects upon other Disenses. — I have observed that inflammatory dis- 
eases are much less frequent during the prevalence of this disease, and 
for some time after the epidemic abates ; and wiien they do occur the 
ntiriidin'j O'ver is more ot an adynamic character, and hp;uN hut very 
lin!'' bluudh iting. I have seen frequent cases of severe pieuro-pneu- 
liioiiia in persons of good consiiuiliun, wliere llie ]mn was severe, ex- 
pectoration chnracieristic (i. brick-colored and viscid), and yet the 
loss of iVoin one lo lour ounces of blood would produce fainlness. lu 
very many and severe cases, I can safely omit general bioodletting en- 
tirely, and depend upon cups, aulimoiiy and mcK uty. 

i have noticed one other peculiarity, during and since an epidemic 
of this fever which visited this region a year ago the present fall, which 
I have, perhaps erroneously, attributed to the general epidemic influence 
existing in the atmosphere, viz., the unusual number of abscesses, swelU 
iogs and boils, which have come under my observation. I think I can 
safely say 1 have seen more during the past year than in the (bur years 
preceding. 

TVeatmeni^^Thfite are three classes of remedies hi the treatment 
of this disease, whk;h experience has taught me may be used very much 
to the detriment of the patient, viz., cathartics, mercury, and tonics and 
ttimulants. 
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There apf>etn lo be such a predbpositioo to diwrhora in iBis cco- 
plaint, that the use of catliartics (particulariy the more ictive kind) is 
very injurious. Tbey aggravate the dtarrfaceap exhaust the strength, isd 
thereby prematun'ly develope typhoid syiDptomsw This class « mw- 
dies is more Aaqoently abused by the frieods of the patient, than by liie 
physician ; we generally finding the patient lo have been abundudy 
physicked when first called. 

1 have observed that mercury, when given ia this compltiot in Ur^e ) 
or even ordioarv doses, does not produce its usual effect \i\x>n ti>e sifi- j 
vary glands ; tneir secretion appearing to be diminished rather th^in io- ! 
creased. The parotid glands frecjuently become excessively iDflamed J 
and painful, and followed by enonnous swelling from its ii=e ; and yei 
the tonfjut' remains jHjrferilv ilrv. with an almost entire al)M'tict* ol saliva 
in the month. It is only in quite small doses that 1 have lk>uad lb 
remedy beneficial a? an altrmtive in this disease. 

The third class of r«'in«-<'" >. ionics and ^liimilanls, in my opinion sre 
oftent-T ini«?appli«'(l llian iwo lormer. Tliis is done by t\s() rla.sse * 
of practilioni'i ; the Gn>l fdilin'i in iht'ir Use lix>iii not bein'j i;<x)d ds- 
criminatiji^ ai i\m symptofns iiidicaiin» them ; and the sectmci from ; 
holdin;4 ihe view thyl the disease is one of dphility, and needs the use 1 
of tonics to support llie strength ; conicquenlly, when ihcy perceive i 
the 6rst signs of prostration, tonics are freely resorted to, and lliat vilh * 
but little regard to the amount of febrile action still existing. I hn ' 
always found this class of remedies, when used while there was any gtcit ; 
amount of heat and dryness oif the surface, to hasten the state oT cd- - 
lapse ; causing the tongue to become drier, the skm hotter, the fifht ^ 
more frequent, more delirium ; and yet, with all these warnings, ibdr 
use is often persisted in. 

Notwithstanding the injury these remedies ara capable of doing wheo 
misapplied, yet when given in the proper dose and at the proper tinie, 
th^ are indispensable in the treatment of this disease. 

In giving my method of treating typhoid fever, 1 may be only nit^ 
lating that of very many (and I might add most other) physician;: 
and yet, if I do not advance any new idea, my testimony may add 
strength to an old one. 

When fjilh'd early, and the patient lias not already been purged 
(which is rareiy the case), 1 i^nve a cathartic, the size of the di^e hfm? 
regulated by the state of the bowr-ls ; for which 1 i;«'n< itiily use caloiaei. 
ibllowed in a few hours by a iiK>'I.Mate do^e of ol. ricini. In a few in- 
stances, I have premised emelii , Iml have never seen beneficiai results 
suliicient to warrant me in very often resorlini; to them, except liiere be 
some coudiLion of the sionKich wiiicli demands tiielr use. Afier ihe 
bowels liave been evacuated, 1 o:ive from five lo ten grains ol niirate 
potassa, dissolved in half an ounce of some mucilaginous lluid, from every 
two to three hours, according to the amount of febrile action exisung. . 
If it disturb the bowels, a lew drops of tinct. opii may be added, or, | 
which is e^ally as well, a small Dover^s powder given occasinaally ; i 
and from eight to ten grains of the same to be given at bed*dme, to pro- 
mote sleep and peisptmtion. If the patient sleep quietly, I direct the ' 
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ittendaDt not to awaken him, even to gi?e roedicme. Let a person in 
hetltb be waked every hour in the night, (or several nights in succes- 
siot}, and he will feel the need of a physician, and one, too, who would 
prescribe tUep, I believe it to be e<]ually as necessary for the sick to 
have quiet and undistnrbed rest ; of coui'se providing there be no contra* 
isdicating circumstance. If there be much heat of the skin, frequent 
sponging of the entire surface witli cool and even cold water 1 have 
(ouodtoadd greaily to the comfort of the patient, and moderate very 
much the action of the fever. When there is severe pain in the head, 
I place a wash-tub by the side of the bed, and have the patient's bead 
supported over it while an attendant pours water from a pitcher upon it. 
This should be continued for some time, if it does not produce chilliness. 
I liave fmmd this remedy to rreufnlly moderate the pnin, and in several 
iOS(Juicp<? I Ikiv*' found il eiuiit ly and j)eriuan(Mitly remove it. 

In this coriipliiiiit, w hen there is a high <;rade of febrile action, with 
great heat of surfaee, ihere has been no diaplioretic wliich 1 have used 
with surfi '^atislaclory eirecls as the nitrate of potassa. It combines several 
valuabir [Hoperlies, viz., refrigerant, diiipliorelic and divnetic. I find hut 
few ea^^es where it will not be borne, if given (as belbre described) in a 
mucilaginoi!*; fluid. 

Isrenerally pursue this course, with such modifications as the case may 
seeiu to demand, nniil what might be safely termed the second stage be- 
gins to niiike its apjiearance. This is indicated by the symptoms before 
described as occurring at this period ; such as a clammy and then dry 
brown tongue; pulse more frequent and smaller; diarrhoea ; tympanitic 
sod tender state of the abdomen, slight delirium, scanty and high-colored 
arioe. These symptoms indicate the general derangement of all the 
secretins, and call lor the use of alteratives. I now commence the 
use of mercury in small and frequently -repeated doses. I either use 
cakxnel in ck)ses of one eighth to one fourth of a grain every two to Ibor 
boors, according to circumstances, and combined either with Dover, or 
ipecac, and camphor, or the blue mass, in proportionate doses and with 
the same combination. The acetate of ammonia with sweet spirits of 
nitre may now be substituted for the nitrate of potassa. I have often 
seen the most happy effects from the use of mercury in these diminutive 
doses in the before-mentioned state. The tongue would become moister, 
the skin cooler and softer, and the urine more copious and less highly- 
colored, or throwing down a lateritious deposit, denoting that the secre- 
tions were becoming unlocked and approaching their normal state. In 
other cases, as the disease advances, other and stronger symptoms of 
prostration develope themselves, whicli demand the use of remedies cal- 
culated to svipport tlie flagging powers of nature. The jieriod al which 
il becomes necessary to have recourse to the«e remedies varies greatly 
in different ra-^es. Soniutiuies, in very feelih^ constitutions, or during 
typhous epidemics, il is very early after tlie counncneenient of the dis- 
ea>«i ; but much more frequently it is not until some lime in the third 
week. In resorting to the use of tonics and stimulants. 1 find ii is ne- 
cessary that ve he influenced by the state of the pulse, that of the skin, 
aiid the general evidence of a typhous condition of liic syatem. I have 
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generally found llieiu well borne when the skin became cool, the tongw 
and leeih encrusted with dark sordes, starling of the tendons or subail. 
tus, tremors, and particularly if ibe pulae be leeble tnd have dimiiiisbed 
somewbat in frequency. Bui il much more freqtieDtly happens that ibe 
pulse is very frequent while it is weak, and the skin remains at least par- 
tially hot ; and even under such circumstances I have often fband tliem 
beneficial. I sometimes pursue a tentative course. When I dtscom 
tbey increase the frequency of the pulse, beat of the skin, and dryoesi 
of the tongue, 1 immediately suspend them. On the contrary, wheo 1 
discover them to diminish the frequency and increase the fulness of the 
pulse, relax tiie skin and tongue, moderate delirium, and relieve nenou^ 
diHordcr, I consider them acting favorably. I generally employ the 
milder kinds first ; such as the infusion of serpentaria, with a Iktie 
sweet spirits of nitre; and if tiiis produce no unpleasant symptotm, and 
the case appear to demand it, 1 tht-n resort to the use of suiph. qui- 
nine in dost's varyinf; from one hall" to two f:rain> from every two to sii 
hour*?, nrrordini; to tht» uri:''nrv oftlM* ease. Hv addini^ a ?ina!l amount 
of tannin to each po\wl<'r, tin* bitter ta<u* is alino««t rntirt-lv de^trovf^d, 
and it tlui? ronfl'Tt'd more uccpptnhlc to fh*- p^latr. \N hen a iiwre 
dilliisiblc impression is indu atrd. 1 iia\*' lnMjufnii\ rt-^oilfd to wine-whey, 
carl), umuiuuia, fer*. lu >«'v*Tal (ni^i's w luTe there has been crreat fm*- 
traiion, I have reported to the iwntr [tuweifid influence of brandy, and 
IP a few instances I have had to adn»ini^ter it in large (jnantities. 

For diairho'a, I iiave used the acetate of lead, tannin or kino, aiood 
or combined with some of the preparations of opium. 

There are various local and incidental complications which frequently 
exhibit themselves during the course of tbe disease, the treatment il 
whksh may with piopriety be omitted in an article of this kind. 

I have observed the general rules in regard to diet, cleanliness, voii- 
latkm, be, laid down by most of our writers upon this subject. 

The above general course of treatment, so fiir as medicines are coh 
oemed, b that which has appeared to me roost successful in the trett- 
roent of this disease. During tbe past season I have treated upwards 
of twenty cases in this manner, but one of which died, and that a child 
3 years of aire. S. MiTcaCLL, M«D. 

Coaierofi MiU$, Steuben Cq.,K Y., Oct. ^, 1851. 



DfJCCEfiSFUL TREATMENT OF A CASE OF PULMON.ART DISEASE. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sifi. — -T forward for pnniieation the following interesting cn^f* of 
pulmonary ( oiiMnitj)tion. e(>in|tliraled with disease of tlie liver atid kiii* 
neys. and liie trcatuicnt adopted. J. X. Chabekt, M.I).. 

AW. 1, 1851. 431 Grand it., Aetr lork, 

W. F. Devoe, the subject of this report, is a young man, nearly 21 
years of age, and recently married. He is tall and slender, has a ooo- 
tncted chest, is of sanguine temperament, light complexion, and red 
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bair. He resides on a farm in tbe village of Bushwick, Queens County, 
Long Uiaod, M. Y., where he was brought up. Some time ago he 
opejied a dining saloon in Mew York, and to the frequent changes from 
beat to cold to which he was subjected in attending to his business, he 

aliributes the origin of his disease, as he had previously enjoyed excel- 
lent hpalth. H ' WIS first attacked witli bilious remittini,^ fpver nhout ihe 
first of April, idol, and was attended by several skilful and experienced 
physicians. Ian informed by lliein that they atttuided him during the 
mondis of April and May, and that durinL^ this time he was troubled 
with a dry cou^li and flying pains throuiih ttie n ;4U)n of the chest, in ad- 
dition to the fever. They were successful in abating the fever ; but tbe 
couub increased, and inBamniation of tlie lungs set in and rapidly ter- 
niinau d in ulcc raiion. This was accelerated by his attending the wed- 
ding of a friend, where he indulged in too much wine, and consequently 
exposed himself to a fresh cold, which completely prostrated him. The 
disease progressed rapidly. His left lung became hepaiized, and bis 
physicians gave up his case as hopeless, and daily expected to see him 
expire. His friend then sent for me. 1 first saw him on the 29th of 
June, 1851. I found him in bed, unable to raise himself. He had Hip- 
pocratic, emaciated oountenance, his pulse was small and feeble, with a 
diy cough and periodical fever. He expectorated a dark*blue, tenacious 
matter, which sank to the bottom of a tumbler of water when he spat 
into it, and he was scarcely able to articulate. 

On carefully examining him I found his left \\in^ entirely hepaiized, 
and ulceration had commenced on the right lung. His bowels were con- 
stipated, and be bad great difficulty in voiding his urine. For the pur- 
pose of relieving bis bowels and kidneys he was ordered — ^R. Gum 
ammoniae, 5j$s.; ext. hyoscyam., 5j. ; ext. cinchonie, ij. ; syr. zinadber, 
q. s. M. Make 60 pills — two to be taken night and morning. R. 
spts. nit. dulc. — six drops to be taken every two hours. After taking 
tbi^ for two or three days, his bowels bfr arne refjnlar and his urine passed 
freely. I then commenced giving hiia tlie syrup, pul>lished in the Bos- 
ton Medical anrl Surgical Journal of October 2'2d, 1851. Aft*"r taking 
it a few days, his cougli l)ecanie soft antl <'asy, and bis pulse rose. This 
practice was continued for a few days more, when he was able to sit up 
in bed. I then, in addition to the syrup, gave him the " Paste Al- 
thsea/' This treatment was continued for two weeks more, wiiii evi- 
dent benefit. The fever entirely subsided, as also did the night sweats; 
Ijjs countenance assumed a cheerful aspect, and he evidently was rally- 
iu^. In order to increase the action of the liver, I now ordered — R. 
Ext. graminis, ext. taraxaci, aa 5 j. ; bi-carb. sodae, 5 ij. ; aquae, g viij. 
M« Dose— 'table spoonful three times a-day. When the bowels became 
too active, give the above without the soda. His bowels now became 
regular, the urine free, with an increase of appetite ; strength gradually 
returned, and he was able to sit up in an easy chair, with his feet elevat- 
ed on another, which was done in conse(]nt>nce of the soles of the feet 
being so tender as to hinder him from placing them on the carpet, and 
because he had a strong disposition to cedematous swelling of the feet 
and legs from debility. For this, I ordered his feet and legs to be ruin 



Digitized by Google 



832 l\mpmiiun md Hetthk m BUmtmu 

bed frequeDtly daring tb« day with— R. Aquc ammonia, 5 iij. ; a)cohoi 
camph., $ ss. ; murias sods, $ iij. ; aqua, | xxxij. M. and filler. Also R. 
Spts. Dit. dulc — take six drops three limes a-day. In order to nxnovB 
the pains in tiis chest, 1 ordered the Hniinent aboFe to be freely used o?ef 
that region, and bad bis feet and legs bandaged Orom the toes to die 
knees. 

This treatment ha^ boon followed ont (lirotiLih tlie ca>c, and it has 
bepn 5»o far ^urres-ffid ili.it al tir-l lie win able to walk nbout Ijis K^^m. 
and wlk'ii llif w < ;iih( r \s as favonildc. to j^cl in and f>'U of a carnaiit; 
aloii*^ and take an airiiiL'. Owinij; lo some iruprutifuce m diet, v. a: 
about thr< <' u »^eks a»o aiia(d<rd \k itli an excessive hemorrha*;e iVoia tlie 
hemorrhoidal vt^in^ ot" the rectum, to w liicli he hnd bmi sulijrTt. This 
waj so excessive that I was fearful thai he ^ouM -ink uui^^ r if. in con- 
sequence of his previous exhausted btate : so 1 ordered — li.. Acetaus 
plufubij gr. XXX. ; ext. creiiiana, gr. xx. ; ext. kino, gr. XX. ; ir. opii, 
5 ij. ; aaua:, § viij. M. A tablespoonful to be taken every two boiHt 
till relief was obtained. After the third dose no occasion was bad fcr 
its further use. I then ordered as a laxative— 'R. Pblv. rbei, gr. xr. ; 
bi-carb. potass.-e, gr. x. ; aqus, §j. M.— >aiMl oootinued the Ibmier 
treatment of the syrup, paste, and solution of the extracts. His cough 
entirely left him ; he haa no pain in the chest, he was free from fem, 
had a good appetite, and was apparently recovering, when be veiy iaip 
prudently indulged in a hearty dinner of roast duck, roast pigeon, n/k 
drank of some new wine made of tlie Malaga grapes raised on Long 
Island, which some friend had sent him. This produced such an ex- 
citement in his system, as to cause a fusfa of blood to the beadaad 
apoplexy. He had five fits before I saw him. He was relieved by 
a spontaneous hemorrhage from the nose, and I ordered— R. Ammooit 
aromatica, 5 ss. Six drops to be taken every four hours ; and after re- 
action had taken place — K. Pulv. jalap, ^r. xv. ; sup. tart. pot:^?«H!, 9i. : 
aqiuT, 5 'i- This: relieved his head, and then he relumed to his 

old treatnienl aiiain, and is now as well as before llie attack of r»!HiolexT. 
His appetite is »;(xxi. stools peLidar, no pain in the ciie^f. no couuh, m 
fever, and, with the exception of the want of strength. pcrl«^lly well. I 
will report to you anv chan^^c wbieli mav take place, slioiTld rhv occur. 

I wi'-h this ra-^e published, as it demoiisirales the powers ot the syrup 
publi»l»ed in yf)ur Journal ; and I hope it may lead my brother practi- 
tioners to try il in the cases which come unfler their charge, where there 
exists a predisposition lo puhuonary consumption, or where ulceraiKm 
has recently set in. 



TCMP£RATLRE AND IICALTH IN 
To the Editor of tha Botton Medical ttnd Surgical JommaL 

SiR,-*Knowing that you are anxious to get all the bformation possible 
with regard to the medical statistics of our country, I send you a copy 
from my memorandum book of the range of the thermometer Ibr the 
months of July, August, and S<^)iember* You will see that July wss 
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the warmest month we have had. and there was less sickiu'ss diirinjr that 



month than either inontli of the three. Aulhisi was very rainy, with 
some inlermiltenl and reinitteiit levers ; hiu (lurin;; September the fever 
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Mean temperature for this month, 78 degrees and a fractioa. Veiy 
wet| with some cases of cholera in the country. 
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Mean temperature of September, 80 degrees, and having, during the 
month, the warmest and coldest day for £e three months, with a veiy 
great amount of sickness. Z. T. KmoBT. 

Hhnikdlo, Leun$ Co., Mo., Oct. 30, 1851. 



TREATMENT OF PHTHISIS PULMON.\LlS. 

FKOH A CLINICAL L£CTUR£ BY PROP. J. H. BENNKTTy OF SOWBVBGH. 

Tbb general indications to be followed oat in the treatment of phthisis 
pohnonalisy aia^ first, to support the general nutritioa of the eeooomy— 
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second, to keej) down local irritation — and third, lo avoid all those causes 
which can deferiorate the constitution, on the one luiiid, and induce pul- 
monarv .«vri)j)toriis on the other. The (Irst indication is in Ue followed 
out by t (nl-livHi- oil, ^^ood diet, exercise, and all those tiM-ans which are 
necessary to k^cp up a vigorous nutrition. The second indication i? to 
be met by counter-irritation, and the third by hygienic regulations, an 
equable cliniale, and attending to all those precautions liable to prevent 
catching cold." Could all these indications be carried otii, 1 feel 
satis6ed the cure of phthisis would be more frequent; but in the treat- 
ment of this disease the physician has to struggle not only with the 
deadly nature of the disorder, but with numerous difficulties over which 
be has no control^ such as, among the poorer classes, the impossibility 
of procuring good diet, and the thousand imprudences not only they, but 
the majority of cases, are continually committing. Then another great 
difficulty is, to convince the patient that, notwithstanding the removal 
of his urgent symptoms, the disease b not cured, and that these will re- 
turn, if the causes which originally produced them are again allowed to 
operate. Sometimes 1 have found it difficult to keep hospital patients in 
the house when they are doing well, at other times they are sent out id 
accordance with certain regulations which oblige the admission of mote 
acute cases. 

But tile great difficulty we have to overcome in this climate, after 
all, b the frequent variations of temperature, and the sudden changes 
from fervent beat to chilling cold. Sup^iosinn that you have the means 
of supporting nutrition and keeping down local irritation, it is by no 
means certain that good will he accomplished, from the impossibility 
of securini; those hyirienic re«;ulaiions nnd that equable climate, which 
are neces'iary lo carry out the third indication. In the first place, mi- 
Irilion itself is more connected with proper exercise and httvitliin!^ fre-h 
air than many people irnai^nie. It does not merely consist in siiinu- 
laling the appetite and giving ;^ood things to eat. h requin^ — 1st, 
food in proper quantity and quality — 2d, proper dii^estion — 3d, healtliy 
formation of blood — 4lh, a certain exchange between the blood and the 
external air on the one hand, and between the blood and ilie tissues 
on the other — and 5th, it re<juircs that there should be proper excre- 
tion, that is, separation of what has performed iis allotted function snd 
become useless. All these processes are necessary for nutrition, aad 
not one or more of them — ^they are all essentially connected with, aod 
dependent on ) one another; for supposing that we can procure every- 
thing hut pure and balmy air, still if that be deficient, the great probleo 
of the cure of consumption cannot be worked out. 

Now, it has been proposed that the Crystal Palace should rerosin, 
and he converted into a winter garden and public promenade. Not 
to speak of the intellectual and recreative purposes that such a plan 
would subserve, it is worthy of our consideration how far it would tend 
to protn tn health in general, but especially how it would conduce tothe 
cure of phthisis. Its great advantage would be offering the means of ex- 
ercise in a pure atmosphere, at an equable temperature. It is easy for 
us, by confining patients in a suite of rooms in which the beat is rego- 
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lated, to secure iminumty from cold and change of air; but such a con* 
trivance is most intolerable to the patient, the mind becomes peevish , 
which iu itself is a powerful obstacle to the propi r performance of the 
digestive functions. But above all, the bod^ is depiived of exercise — 
that necessary stimulus to the appetite, respiration, and other functions. 
Some years ago, I succeeded in confining a consumptive patient to his 
room lor an entire winter. His spirits suffered greatly ; but on the whole 
he supported the imprisonment with resolution. Next winter, however, 
nothing could induce Iiiin to remain at home, and one day he rushed out 
flf the bouse, ascended Arthur Seat, and was much better in conse- 
quence. Since then I have been convinced that, aUhougb by confine- 
ment you may gain some nd vantages, on the whole it is a prejudicial 
practice if ni^orously carried out. 

What is required in these cases is the means of exercise, whether on 
foot, on hoiseback, or in a carriage, where the patient is protected from 
cold winds, nnd wiiere the mind can be amused by pleasant sights and 
cheerful conversation. Such is the case in all those favored localities 
considered best for consumptive people, and such would he the advan- 
tages derived from converting the vast enclosure of the Crystal Palace 
into a winter garden and prometiatle. Delicate indivKiuls could be 
transported, by means of a close carriage, in the wuist seasons, without 
difficulty to such a place, and on entering it could breathe for hours a 
pure, balmy air, meet their friends, take exercise in various ways, read, 
work, or otherwise amuse themselves. Such an out-door means of re- 
creation, combined with careful hygienic regulations at home, would go 
kr to remove many of the difficulties which we have to encounter in the 
ordinary treatment of consumption. So great would be the boon to the 
community, that, once established in London, we should soon see simi* 
Iv buildings in all the large cities of the kingdom. Indeed, the advan- 
tages are so obvious, that already the new hospital for consumption, 
erecting in Victoria Park, London, has procured the services of Mr« 
P^xton, to design Ibr thero an enormous green-house, or sanatorium, 
which is to form a part of the institution. It has also been su^ested 
that some of the public squares in London should be covered m with 
glass for a like purpose, and I need not say how read'dy this plan could 
be carried out in Edinburgh. 

All those interested in the health of the community, and in the suc- 
cessful treatment of the most romrnon and fatal disease in this country, 
phthisis pulmonalis, must regard with great anxiety the question now 
agitating with regard to the permanency of the Crystal Palace. If, un- 
fortunately, it should be removed, a great national means of cure will be 
cut off from our resources ; whereas, if allowed to remain, I cannot but 
regard it as the commencement of a new series of samtary improve- 
ments, wliirli will go far to mitiijate many of the evils which the nature 
of this cliiuaie produces iii puluiuuary cases. — Edinburgh Mouihli^ Jour- 
nal of Medical Science. 

(The above suggestion in regard to covenng with glass a public prome- 
nade or square in each large city, and reserving it as a sanatorium for in« 
valids, is worthy the attention of every community.] 
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TH£ BOSTON M£DICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON, NOVEMHER 19, 1851. 



Increme of Pauperism in Botion,— From the Jonroal of the Society for 
the Prevention of Paaperism in Boston, the astounding fact is made known, 
that, while the native poor in Boston have decreased during the last five 
years about 37 per cent., foreign paupers amongst us have increased nl>oai 
150 per cent. The ( iii/eiis wore taxed, in 1850, for expenses of support- 
ing or relif vintT paupers, ^111,905, while the disbur.«<ements by the over- 
seers of the poor during the year were 830,200. The whole number o( 
poor Irish attended by the physicians of the Dispensary the last year, end- 
ing Sept, 30th, was 2,S77, besides 949 children of Irish parents. Sioce 
1845. there has been a diminution of American population in Boston, of 
1,75 7 j H-rsons ; — while within the same period there has been an accession 
of 26,177 foreigners. The pauperism of Boston is thus due to importa- 
tion. It is lamentable that the bulk of foreigners who are quartered upon 
the rh iritahlci insiiiutinn.< of the city, cannot be persuaded to qo we<l, 
where mere is laud enough, and where iheir prospects vvould certainly im- 
prove. While they cling to our city ahlls^luuse^, there is neither hope lor 
themselres or their posterity. Deer Island and the Boston Houm of Io> 
duFtry are feeding and clothing many able-bodied men and women, wfao 
could as well later as those who are taxed to support them. 

The Society above named is doing much good by its efforts. It recom- 
mends the adoption of a new system, which if adopted would prevent much 
of the imposition now practised by unworthy applicants for relief, and se- 
cure assistance more efficiently lo the deserving poor, lis luain features 
are embraced in the following extract. 

"Let there be one society, which will undertake to attend to all appli- 
cants for relief, and keep a complete registry of all persons assisted. Lei 
this society he formed upon, ana strictly carry out, the plans and Drtoeiples 
of the ' New York Association for improving the Condition of tne Poor.* 
This system is, it is believed, the only efiectual one in operation to prevent 
imposition, and insure to the deserving poor certain and immediate relief. 
It districts the city, and divides the districts into sections; and each sec- 
tion is under the care of a visiter, who has from fifteen to twenty famiiie? 
under his charge, and all in the same neighborhood, so that he can ri'^it 
the whole of them in a short lime. In whatever part of the city an appli- 
cant applies for relief, he is, by means of a pocket directory, which shows 
ihB name and residence of every visiter, and the section under his caie, 
and by means of printed blank tickets furnished by the association, directed 
to the visiter of ine section in which the applicant resides; and he csd 
get relief from no other.*' 



New Treatment for Smallpox. — Perhaps the following nrticle, cut from 
the American Journal of Homcpopathy, may be considered by ?ome as 
useful as it is new ; but most medical praciiliouers will be astonished that 
such nonsense can have advocai< 

" Vaccine tirus^ when triturated in sugar of milk to the third potence, 
has been found efficacious in some cases of smallpox**^ 

A gentleman, helonging to Boston, died at Calcutta about a year sincSi 
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aoder the following circumatences. His cook had recovered from Bmali* 

pox, and wiiile a few scabs were adhering to his fing;ers, washed a mess of 
rice in warm water — stirring" the mass wiili the barn hand. Sonn after, 
bc'in"' boiled, the rice was served with other utu K s for diuncr. The iren- 
lleman partook of it and immediately sickened, and the sccorid day beii-an 
to swell, while the skin assumed a bluish tioge that quite perplexed ihe 
netlieal tttendaQls. Such was the ftBtor of fats breatn, that it teqaired 
Mine fortitude to remain long in the apartment with him. On the fourth 
day, we belieTe, the powers of the system gave ^vay, and he died of a dis» 
ease unlike any other known to the profession of Calcutta. The swollen 
condition of the body, the nlcr-rations of the month and throat, the pain, 
and the offensive character of the exhalations of 'hf' unfortunate man, ex- 
cited the astonishment of a!) who witnessed his sulierings. The impres- 
sion was irencral, that death resulted from having taken a small amount 
of i>mailpux virus into the stomach, that had couie from the cook and ad- 
hered to the rice. If smallpox and kine pock are identical, as some em* 
dite anthors contend, disastrous consequences would be likely to follow the 
iQlemal administration of either. 



Army Mateonlogical Segister, — Dr. Lawson, XJ. S. Surseon General, 
hut placed us nnder obligations by forwarding the Meteorological Regis- 
ter for twelve years — from 1831 to 1842-^ompiled from observations 
made by the officers of the medical department of the army, at the military 

posts of tile United States. It is a closely printed volume of 13*21 passes, 
cnmprising tables of the temperature, wind, rain, snow, fnir weather, sun- 
shine and clouds, in endless minuteness, and may iherctore be of incalcu- 
mole Mirvice to a particular class of students. ''The department," says 
the Surgeon General, " has made no attempt to deduce any results from 

the mass of iacts it has aceumukted — ^it offers the collection of materials 
to those interested in the progress of meteorology.'* 



PhilaAelphm College of Physicians.— By some mishap, the last pnb- 
]i^lled quarterly transactions were mislaid — Itut it is not loo late to com- 
ment on the labors of the college. The second paper, by Dr. Rusrhenber- 
ger, on epidemics and meteorology, abounds in figures, and is very in- 
structive to those who are fond of them ; but rather too monotonous for 
most readers. Dr. War^ngton's case of a double monster is extraordi- 
oary. Dr. Parrish always has something instructive. His article on mor* 
talhy and insanity in the separate plan prisons, in England and America, 
should be placed in the hands of legislators. The author apologized to 
'h' .-nllp^e for the length of his communication, but it was quite unneres- 
i<iry, tor ho was deservin^f of a special vote of thanks. It is an important 
article. Dr. Meigs's mechanical assi:starit, for ruptured urethra of females, 
md an instrument for retroveried uterus, show the value of experience and 
ingenuity combined. The observations by Dr. Meigs, which are conver- 
laiional in character, are instmctive. Dr. Hays and Dr. Pepper contri- 
!)uted cases highly interesting and suggestive. We have always regarded 
ikis periodical as a valuable^ instructive publication. 



DungHton^s Medkal £esrjee».^Messrs. Bknchard & Lea, Philadelphia, 
ure published the eighth tdUian of this universally known medical die* 
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tionnry. Very few medical authors are gratified by sach efideoce of popa- 
lahty — and we heartily coDgraUilate the fortunate author on his sMccm, 

It is unquestionably the best dictionary extant, a?? it cmhracc^ all the \erm 
known in mpdicn! find j^nrg^iml srjr nrr>, without being^ proiix and cumber* 
sotiu'. In tlii^ tdition, Dr. I)iiiiL^li^<»n assures the profefs^ion that he has 
added about Jour thousand terms, not found in the last — aud consequendr 
the work i? to that extent improved. We felt that even the first ediiioa 
was a Taluable aid; but the refisions which each successive edttioi 
has undergfone, make the eighth a very copious and indispensable Ubniy 
assistant. Copies i<hould be placed by the publishers in the vicinity of tU 
the medical .schools in the United States, for the demand will be aeiifc, 
we apprehend* for an improved edition of a work so weli known. 



Health of Natchez, — Dr. C. S. Magoun, of Natches. Mi., writes test 

as ri)ll(>\v>, n specting the health of that place. His letter is dated Otto* 
ber 27| 1661. li rontain^ — as does also the one from Dr. Knight, oniBo> 
thcr pa ire — a kind of inforniation which we are always glad to receire 

from *-i!l'^<*rihers. 

Tiir iM'iilth of our city has been uniformlv *,^ood, thus far, iluringthe 
present year — ^not a single case of yellow fevor or cholera. The iouj' 
deaths reported of cholera since the disease reached this section of the 
country, amounts to only 88 — a very small number, and showing tbst we 
have Men highly (avored. By a recent list of deaths made oat for tk 
last eleven years (embracing the hospital deaths of non*re8ident5), the 
average annual mortality only amounts to a small portion over three per 
cent. The per cent, of mortnliiy for all desrriptinn?? of fevers is abo':J 
eleven prr cpnt., and Irtun conMinipiion ton p» r cent. We r^erard ihii ' 
locality as eminently favorable to all pulnnonary disea*"*??, aii<l «-*ppc!»iiv 
to those of consumptive habits, emigrating from a colder lu a wariar: 
climate.** 



LUhiaiii in Rusiia, — We learn from the Edinburgh Journal of Hedh 
cine, that at a recent meeting of the Swedish Medicu Society, Dr. Grshs 
communicated the following notice regarding the prevalence of litfaiasis ia 
Russia. It would seem that calculous afiections are much more commoois i 

that country than amon^ us — more so even than in our south -wr**; tern State*, 
where they are supposed particularly to nhound. Some of the Kij>5Tan sar- 
<»eon<? con!5eqiientIy have an extensive pra' iice i«i iilholomy, their operalioni , 
beinL' nujch more inimeruus than tlios*' of Prof. Dudley, of Lexin^on, who^ I 
casesi in the beginning of 1946 umoanied to IS6. It is liioughi thai m 
this country urinary calculi are principally formed in limestone districts, the 
impregnstion of tHe wster with lime in those places being profaaUy tb« 
cause. The following is Dr. Orahs*s report. | 
Lithiasis, and especially stone in the bladder, is a very common ^iv 
ensp in Russia, and pnrticuhirly in Moscow. Tt i«! not there, as with us, 
chietly an affortion vvh»>'li prevails nmonc those udvanced in years, aod ot 
the .so-called better ciuases. (»r amonir children of the lower ranks, but it 
occurs in every station, and at ali ages, especially among the middle 
classes, the peasant's and the commonalty. Of the causes which coudoce 
to this prevalence, much has been both said aod written. Many beHen 
that the affection arises from the quantity of quaes which is consaaied. 
(Quass is a liquor which, in its properties, has some resemblance to Fresck 
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cicl»-^r, nn i i<? prepared from hrirfev. hfifk breid, spi -e*. &r., bfini: u>»^d as 
g^enpnulv as our small-beer.) In all probubility. however, tlic cause is lo be 
looked for in the qoalilies of ihc waler. nod io peruliariiirs of climate. 

*• Tiie iiios>t ordinary operative ireaitnenl is by liiboiojiiy. In former 
times this operation wa9 prarii^ed in Btissia, as hi other countries, by per* 
tons who rendered it an exclusive occupation, and whoite art descended as 
aheriiageii) certain families, among which that of Benedictoff was par* 
ticulnrlydistinsruished* At a more recent period, especially since the com* 
meiicf^ment nf ihc prr^nnt century, the duly was assumed by the reg^ular 
faculty, and the method which wap almost exchisivelv adopted, and is ^till 
employed by them, was the hileral t^ection after the manner of Frere Conie, 
with the lithotome cachi. Amongst the surgeons now livijjg in Moscow, 
who have performed the »re;uesi number of operations of liiholoray, are 
Alphonslcy, of the Foundling Hospital, who has had the good fortune to 
bave operated fotty^seven times in a single year, with the death of only a 
single patient ; and Prof. Pohl, «»f the Caiherine*s Hospiial. who has operal- 
t i nn not fewer than 1 100 orcasion9. Assow, a pupil of Alphonsky, pub- 
ifshed in 1811 a dissertation ort this subject, in which he has collated 3000 
operation-- tnr the stone, pvrlorined since 1S07, partly in Moscow and partly 
in Sa)olen>H. Of the^e llieie »>i cnrred (ftoni 1^08 lt» 1837) 1471 in liie Ma- 
rk's Hospital at Mo>covv alone, rejjjardini^ wriich a separate report lias been 
pcibli^hed in Russian, which the reporter now presents to the society." 

Boyhfon Mrdiral Sncitty of lltirrnrd T^nirersify — At a regular meet- 
int,' of the Boylslon Medifjil Sni ieiv ol Harvard University, held Novem- 
ber loth, at the Mass.vGeneral Hospital, the follow ing gentlemen were 
elected its officers for the ensniiiir year. Dr. Saiiiuel Cabot, Pres't ; John 
E. Hathaway, V. PrnU ; H. R/Storer, Sec'y. Dr«. Ware, Hay ward, 
"^'latttick. Homan.4, Bigetow. JncWon and Adams, Trvslea afitt Pttnd. 
Drs. Gould. Gonlon, H. J. Bigelow, Pbrkman and J. M. Warren, Com* 
mitiee on Prize Diuertaiiont, HosATio R. Stosbr, &c*|f. 



InsHtulum for IdUUt, — This important institution, located at South 
Bo9ton, to which reference was made in last week's Journal, is about to 
lose ihe services of James B. Richards, Esq., who we understand has had 
the sole manneemeni of teaching in ii since its conimencement. He haa 

resijrned hi^ ofTi-'e as snpprintetident. and is soon to open ft private esta- 
blishment of a similar character in Philadelphia. 



3f4RRiF.P.— Dr. L. W. Wilkin-j, of Hancock. N. H., to MUs E. WakcfieW. — At Salem. Ma«s., 
r>r. Geo. l( l.oriiiigr m Hfy^ M. T. Pickinu.^Dr. Hetvy PlnmiiMr, of Noflh Canlina, lo Bliai 
M. A. M. Jaquith. 

nir.n, — Ai Aurora, III., Oct. 17. IfS5l, N. Hurfl, M.D., Prof, of ADalomy in the Medical De- 
wtineot of the UniverHiljr of Iowa. A memoir of ibe dcoeasGd, by Prof, 6. W. Richiird, will b* 
■mttbed Ibr tlie Jnomal nt an early date.— At Btanfbrrl. Ms., Dr. Nathan Blair. 76.^At Niw 

Tcrk, GrjtMvjl't,- S]i;ir[) Piillivon, M T) , Prof, of A iialomy in ih<" t'lilv rr>itv of New York.— At 
«ew Vork. John Kearney RrMigers, iVJ.D., one of the turgeoDS of the New York Hospital. 

Uf'tthf, It) l\i>sint, — lor ihf wrck ending Saturday norm, Nov. 15th, G9. — Mnle-;, 35 — fftnnlf., 34* 
trri^lentai, 1 — apoplexy. 1 — hum. I— congestion of hrHiit, 1 - iutlamtnalion of Nrain, 1— bronchi- 
^, 1— ccMisumption, Id— ronvol'-idn-, 1— <*anrer, Si— rroup, I— <lelirium iremoii-^, I — dysentery, 1 
-<\>-h\\\\.y, 2— diarrhoea, 2 — drowoeil, 1— <iromj of brain, 7— tvpboid fever. 6— lung fever, 5— 

' piiii; roufrii, 1 —ffiseaM of heart, I— Infentife, 7 — marasmas. ^ — teethin;^. 2 — unknown, 2. 

Cii'lfT h year-.. . 11! — hiitween5 and 20 yi-ars 3 — >ieuvt>c'ii -0 nii'l M> \pars, l ' f 'twci n ^0 
nd 60 jr«ars, 15— ov^rGO jwn, 3. Americans, 22 i foreigners and cbitdrcu of foreicnera, 47, 
W abpviB indiKlM 9 dMlha at Ito City loititiitioiw. 
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Old Ac;c. — Many of the noblest efTiirts have been produced afler ihe ai"* 
of oO. li icoM puhlishcil " Novntn Orj^anon *' ut 59; Newton was« 73 
when he solved ilie proMeni of the trajeciuries in one evetiiiru ; Milion wu 
59 wheo "Paradise Lost" was published; Locke publi>hed hi? great 
work at 59; Johnsoo wrote Kasselas at 50, his Lives of ihe Poets" it 
66, and bis conversations, preserved by BosweJl, show bow active and qb- 
impaired his mind was at 70 ; Wordsworth's mind does not appear to htn 
been jnateriaUy impaired at 80 ; ai ihe very moment I am now wiiling 
(M irch, 1S51,) the advice of the Duke of Wellinirion, past foiir-?5forc, has 
been called for by Her Majesty, in n^rcat perplexity with the di&cuUyo( 
ibnuing an adauui^ilratioa.— Bsale on the Laws of Health* 



Ballonn Descent at a Lunatic Asylum. — The veteran Green, having 
made bis 485lh ascent from Vauxhail'gardens, in the Nassau balloon, oq 
Monday evening, nccompanird hv parfv of gentlemen. etTected a safe 
descent on the lawn in front of the Surrey County Lufiatic Asylum. Ma- 
ny of the jiatienls, who were enjoying their eveninj^ an iu.se in eu Is, imme < 
diaiely assisted luni in securing the balloon, and rendering him the required i 
assistance. It being the intention of the company, which consisted of a ' 
party of military officers, again to embark at dawn of day on an aeriii 
voyage, the descent was accomplished with scarcely any loss of ffas* Bsi* 
ioon ascents being now of so frequent occurrence, they scarcely desenre 
any notice in a public journal, but it is with much pleasure thai we record ; 
this, beini^ a practical illustration of the ^reat improvement which has j 
been effected by Dr. Conolly, atid otliers following" his humane view?, in; 
the treatment of the insntie in this country. Here a large nnnihrr ol' 
fiicted per.sons immediately rendered the required assistance ; anii,ulihoup 
the extensive grounds soon became visited by neighbors from all directioos, 
with whom they mixed, they cheerfully returned to the wards of the build- 
ing, without any mischievous excitement from the event. Mr. Green tod 
his friends having been received and made welcome by Dr. Diamond, they 
again ascended early in the morning, Mr. Green observing, it had nem 
been his lot to alii^^ht in a more suitable or cheerful spot; his companion*, 
some of whom had travelled mncft in fnreiirn couulries, expressing" in very 
stron*^ lan;,^uage the immense liumaiiily" now here displayed in the 
treatmeiu of lunatics compared to similar establishments they had visiiei 
'■^Loudon Times t Sept. 10. 



Yeast in Malignant Scarlet Fever. By T. S. Bbll, M.D., Louisville, 
Ky. — The use of yeast in low forms of fever, dysentery, has beea 
commended several times in this Journal. It is, in its proper place, an in* 
valuable remedy. In the •< Medical Gazette,** Jan. 10, 1851, Mr. Bennett, 
of Gateshead, says <* After ammonia, the mineral acids, chlorate of potash, 
&c., have failed, and the application of nitrate of silver besides, one or two 
tablespoonfuis of fresh yeast frequently gicen (according to the and 
malignancy of the case) has, in my practice at least, been quickly efficacioui 
as an antiseptic and stimulani." Mnny years ml^o. the writer ?aw this 
remedial agent described in an old Eni^Hish rnaLMznie, by an Episcopii 
clergyman, in its remarkable efficacy in a iyphu:< epidemic that had beea 
very fatal up to the time the yea.st was tried. The good effects werest 
once remarkable, and I have seen them abundantly con6rmed in a great 
riety of cases, in the past lew years.— I^fem Medical Jour, 
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CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

■T A. I. CUminiOt, M.D., WlMORYf MM» 

|C«aumalcMt4 te BoiiM M«dtail «i tnglMl JoumLI 

Of all tiie diseases to which children, and rspecially infants, are ]ial»le, 
particularly in sunitner and the first months of autumn, cholera is by far 
the most fatal. It has been truly said that this disease is indigenous to 
the United Stales, as it has not been described in many, if any recent 
works of foreign aviihoi^. Even the late work of Dr. West, on the Dis- 
eases uf Cliiidren, though excellent in all other respects, contains no history 
of cliolera infantum as it is seen by every practitioner daily, especially m 
€iir Now England cHieB. But so extensive and frequent has tnis diseaae 
beeome ainonji; us, as to denoand evenr atlentioii tliat can be given to k 
by the profeanoD. It ia the aoorn^e of childhood. 

Amoog the onciif of cholera b&ntum, in roy humble omnion there 
ii none rooie conducive lo iia devtscationa than tjner'fieaing^ The 
aniious mother aeeing her child lahorbg under other predispostng causes, 
and perbapaweak and feeble, imagines the *<dear little thing" oeeda 
more nouriahment, and cooaequently she is never .satisfied unlesa when 
loading the already weak stomach cu her darling with some nice prepa- 
ntion to give it atrcogth," not realising that dbe is to see her kind and 
unwearied endeavors, and anxious solicitude, rewarded only by a feaiw 
ful and often fatal disease ! She does not realize that she is killing her 
child with kindness ! The effect of heat, sudden changes in the tem- 
perature of the atmosphere from wet to dry, and the reverse, together 
with anotlier pou erfully oxcitinq as well as predisposing cause, dentition, 
are all at work preparint^ fur the attack of cholera, and smothering the 
vital powers so as to render the system in the most favorable position for 
tlie onslauglit of disease. Not unfrequently for some h'n'^th of time the 
little patient is fretful and irritable before the disease ajipears in its worst 
fonn. Or, the child may have diarrhoea to even an alarming extent, and 
still the fond parent " hopes it will jro off soon,'* or changes it to teeth- 
ing. She has seen many other children who had diarrhcea while teetli- 
iog, and yet tliey got well.'' But disease is hourly making fatal in* 
roads upon the vitality of the child, and the stonn is gathering and 
near it band that will in its favy destroy the lender flower, however 
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fondly it may he cherished ! In this, as well as in other disra^^es of a 
fatal cluirncier, prtvtttiion is all-important — infinitely more than 
any spetific. I huve said the disease is often insidious; behind the 
scene, however, links the destroyer! Intaiitile cholera may come OQ 
suddenly, with vouiiiini;, purging, and all ihe other symptoms of thedis- i 
ease, or it may supervene on an attack of simple diarrhoea, when some 
exciting cause rouses the destroyer to action. Usoaltjr the irritability 
of the stomach, producing vomiting of everything taken, is one of the 
most difficult symptoms to treat, and stands in tbe way of all efficicoi 
medication. The least jNirtJcle of medicine or anything else, dnewn 
u pon the stomach, is immediately rejected. Meantime repeataed dischargps 
are ofken ^ted from the bowels, sometimes with a force and velociif 
truly astonishing. The discharges at 6r8t may be yellow, or of a greeo- 
isfa appearance, but they soon become small in quantity, colorless, ino- 
dorous, and thin or containing minute mucous docculi. In childrea of 
2 or 3 years old, the green stools may retain their appearance for some 
length of time; but in infants it is otherwise. There is usually but lit- 
tle tormina or tenesmus at first, SO far as we can jtidge by appearances, 
but when the bowels become corroded, as it were, and the delicate 
mucous membrane irritated extennvely, or destroyed in the rectum at 
least, then there is undoubtedly severe suffering, if we may judge by oar 
knowledge of adult cases. 

The counttnancc o( the rliild lahorin.t^ under cholera is i^prnlMr. and 
resembles so nearly that of its prototvpo in the adult, true chokra, is 
seldom to be mist-riken. The peculiar pinched, hagi,'ard, radaveroiB 
look of the child almost alwnys present, e'^pecially in the last stages, 
and may be considered with propriety as almost pathognofuonic of the 
disease. Indt t d, the practitioner will seldom be long in forming bis 
diagno-is wht-n he sees the peculiar countenance. The low, aironiiinff 
moan of the child tells but too plainly that disease has ^iru d a fast 
Iboihold upon its tender subject, aiul ihai its siiikiirg vital power's cannol 
long survive the shock. The prognosis is always unfatorabh after the 
disease has made any considerable progress. The great pro portico (A 
huA cases in this disease assures us but too plainly how little power die 
healing art has, to allay the symptoms and successfully combat tiid 
counteract their dire eflTects. Inordinate thirst harasses the Ihtle patieai 
incessantly, and yet, the moment any liquid is taken it is rejected by tbe 
tiritable stomach and thrown off. Fever, and a quick pulse, the abdo- 
men tense, the body becoming rapidly and extremely emaeiaied, die 
eyes glassy and sunken, the head hot, and extremities not unfrenorody 
cold — these, with other symptoms, assure us that tomething must be done 
tod that tpeedify^ or our litUe patient will die. Towards the last he 
becomes drowsy, with his eyes half closed or rolled upward in their 
sockets, and we are assured that the brain is becoming involved, and in 
a short time convulsions or torpor and coma come on, and death closer 
the scene. In many cases the child dies from inanition. Towards tlie 
termination of the disease the child often suffers from retention of urine ; 
and mny not a want of action in the kidneys have aomeibing lodo io 
producing coina, as in the case of adults I 
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I liafe said that something must be done, and that speedily, or it will 
be of no avail. What, then, is the best ireatmtnU q( the disease? As 
cholera in the adult is tl)e opprobrium mediccrum,'* since no plan of 
trealiuent ever devised by the faculty has answered the great desidera- 
turn, so it is in this disease a fact, that medicine has liren of but little 
avail, except in the coniinenreinenl of the attack. It becomes neces- 
snry, fii-^l, to devise some [)lan to check the vomiting. To this end va- 
rious means have been resorted to. A few drops of spts. terebinth., 
acpt. pinmbi in soknion, cam[)lior in soUition, with aelb. sulj)b.. tr. opii in 
drop fli) ( s, cold cofiee, clear — brandy in very small doses, blisters to 
die epii;;i-triuiu, fractions of a grain of calomel, often repeated, leeches 
to the epigastrium, siuaj)isuis to epigastrium, he. &c. — all tliese, and 
other means that may occur to the practitioner, may be u^eiul Iti diflerem 
cases. My chief dependence is in drop doses or less oi itnct. opii, 
leeches to the epigastrium, or sinapisms to epigastrium, with a few drops 
of pure brandy, repeated pro re nata. Lime water or some other alka- 
line preparation is necessary when there is acidity of the slonoach pro- 
ducing green stools. The mist. carb. calcis, combined with tr. rbei dutc. 
in equal proportions, answers this iodicatioa. When there is much beat 
and febrile excitement, sponging the body with tepid water, or the warm 
bsth used with prudence, are beneficial ; but the wami bath is a most 
powerful engine of mischief when carried to too great an eittent. It 
depletes the vital powers too rapidly to make its application very safe 
io cases of infants. If the gums are inflamed and swollen, scarification 
is necessary ; and if the teeth are pressing hard, they should be let 
through l)y the faitliful use of the gum-lancet. This is an important 
point, and should never be neglected ; for if so, fearful results may fol- 
k)w. If the abdomen is swollen or tense, fomentations of hops or bitter 
herbs may be found useful ; but they sfiould not be permitted to be- 
come cold, for if tlipy do, the effect may be deleterious. I prefer in 
most cases the application of warm flannels, or the campiiorated oil 
rubbed gently over the surface of the abdomen. The patient must be 
kept warm and comfortable, and cold air excluded as nmrh as possible, 
lest a sudden chill should prevent the success of our remedies. 

T(! arreSl the dischart^es from the Iwwels, and give tone to the system, 
is now the great desideratum. To accomplish this, many articles of our 
extensive and valuable maieiia medica have been put in requisition. 
Among these articles, calomel stands at the head, with very many excel- 
lent physicians. But 1 confess I, Ibr one, have not so strong faith in its 
infiillibility as I bad even a few years ago. I have seen H given, and 
given it myself, when it answered a valuable and I believe saving pur^ 
pose ; but I have oftener been dissatisfied with Hs use. Whenever I 
do give mercury in any form to children in thb disease, I prefer the 
bydr. cum creta tn small doses. My chief dependence, 1 confess, espe- 
cially in the later stages, are brandy as a stimulant, tannin as an astrin- 
gent, and a powder of ext. byos. and calc magnea. (eoual parts) in grain 
'O-es, repeated according to circumstances, -as a sedative and antacid. 
The acet. plumbi I also value highly as an astringent. Spts. nit. dulc, 
mist, camph. and liq. acet. ammonia, 1 also value where the is 
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high, ikin hot, and urine amaU in quantity, high colored, or completely 
suppressed. Brandy (that is free irom acid) may be gi?eQ in doses of 
a few drops, fnur ur 6ve to ten, according to age, and as ohm as is na* 
cessaiy. The following i linve found generally useful. K. Tannia, 
ip. et op. pulv., ia gr. xij. ; calc. magnes, 5 ss. M. Ft. chart, no. xij. 
One every three or four hours. Or — R. Acet. plumbi, pulv. livos. et 
maiines.,* sjicch. alb., j^r. xij. M. Ft. chart, no. xij. One as alxive. 
If it is dosirnbii" lo fxliibit these articles in a fluid form, we may iiive 
the followini; — K. '^rannin, !^r. xvj. ; Tr. op. ciunpli., gtl. xlviij. : nmcil. 
a('n( i;r. 5 j^<<. ; syr. ulnii, 5 s^. \i. This mnv he given in lea^jxxwiiui 
dusts to a clnld uf I v«'nr ol*l and ujnvards, a-> often as is nece^^ry to 
stop the friMjUHncv of the discharj^es, and induce rest. The child, if 
nur«:ing, should be sutlfrcd to draw hut small quauLiiu s aL once, dot 
should he be fed w itli any preparaiiun hut sparingly. The besi food 
fur d youHLi fhild is ei^ual parts of milk and water, well boiled and 
sweetened with white sugar so as to be palatahle. To this may be add- 
od iime water, if it is necessary to counteract acidity, and it kxtm a 
£Dod vehicle fix- the administration of other remedies. With regard to 
wiHert tn any diseasea of childrati, I am learlbl of ansdiitf when usiog 
them. Not long since I saw a most horrid abuse of blisten in the case 
of a child, and 1 have no doubt that had it not been for them the dald 
might have lived. Gangrene and sloughing were the results. When 
applied, it sliould be only for a few hours at most, and then smoBwt 
poultices will be sufficient to raise the vesicles. 

But af\er ail thai can be said of the treatment of cholera infiurtmo, by far 
the best plan is to remove ikepatwiU^ if in a city, to the to tm tn t a$ 90mm 
the Jirst tyw^piem of the diseoie appear » His chance is small in the city 
at the best, especially in the mora densely-populated portions. In tbe 
country he will have pure air ; pure milk, fresh, and unadulterated with 
chnik or diny water; and there, if in any place, will he recover and re- 
gain lii^ health, aud can>;e th^ tender parents lo rejoice in his re<^ue 
from an e ailv ^i-ave. Hut with proper cnro here, aiul ^iropor nouH^^h- 
nient §jiven ui small quantities, and at proptr tim^'<, many chjKin'p. ar- 
permitted to cnjov henlfli, linwev^T r\|x)sed they may be to the 

contamination ol imxious gases, and unpure air. 

Such is cholera inhintum ; and as it seems to increase m \ iuleoce 
and m extent every year, esp<?cially in our cities, let medical men study 
its history, bud means of prcventton, as well as its treatment, faiiitJuliV 
disseminate ihf truih in iclaiinn ifu iviu, and thus may they coofer lasting 
blessings and j'eceive the giaiiiudc of suffering humanity. 

JSommbeTf 1851. 



THtOAT DISBAflia. 
(Cwnimffttotf fbrtiM mmUm MMflckl mJ fNrgkal J«vnL) 

FoLLicT^LiTis. — Tins disease made its appearance in this cotrntn*. '=k) far 
as is known, in IbJO, and the atteotioa of the proPessioa was &r$t 
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dnwD to it, as a distinct disease, in 1832. Some haire supposed its 
origin to have had a hiddon connection with the ppidemic influenza, 
which spread over the civilizt'd world in 1830; but this is onlv coniec- 
ture. In it^ ftirlv developments, it Jitlracted notice chiefly \)\ its vi*?ita- 
lions upon the throats of the cKt^tv. Hence its popular name of " f/er- 
gymmis sort throat.^* It was soun lound, however, to attack all classes 
of persons, whether engaged in any callini; re([nirin!j: a public exiK ise 
of the voice or otherwise. It was more noticed by pubhc speakere and 
singers, by reason of the greater trouble it gave them. 

The disease consists simply in a chronic inflammaiion of the mucous 
follicles or glands connected with the mucous membrane which lines 
the pharynx, larynx, trachea, &ic. The office of these little glands is 
to secrete a fluid to lubricate the air-passnges. When inflained, it 
ipieads an acrid» iriicating fluid over surroundiDg parts, and excites an 
bflaimnation in them. This, if not arrested, ends in alcerttion ; the 
espectoFstion becomes poriform and undistinguisbable from that of con- 
seroption, and the patient dies with all the symptoms of phthisis. In- 
deed, before its natare was understood hy the profession, it was thought 
ifae most fiital form of consumption, because it could be a Acted only to 
a very small degree, if at nil, by medicines taken into the general system. 

When disease lays hold of those follicles in the kiynx which supply 
a fluid for iobricattng the vocal cords, and the secretion conducted to 
those instraments of speech is acrid and irritating, the voice becomes 
hoarse ; and when at length the ulceration reaches the vocal ligaments 
themselves, the voice sufl^ers a gradual, and finally a total extinction. I 
have treated a large number suffering entire loss of voice, and am happy 
to sav it hn^ hcpn rr*stored in everv instance. 

The approanii of this disease is oli^'ii so gradual as hardly to attract 
notice — sometiitii'^ for months or even yoars giving noolht r evidence of its 
presence than thr. annoyance of snmetinni:; in the throat to be swallowed 
or hawked up, an increased s^cr* iion of mucus, and a sense of uneasineis 
and loss of power in the thmat alter public speaking, singing, or reading 
aloud. At length, upon the l iking of a cold, the prev;ik*nce of an epi- 
demic inlluonza, or of an unexplained tendency of disease to the air-pas- 
sages and lungs, the throat of the patient suddenly becomes sore, its 
secretions increased and more viscid, the voice grows hoarse, the difll- 
eulty of speaking n aggravated, and what was only an annoyance, ho^ 
camea an affliccion, and a source of alaim and danger. Tm disorder 
dearly beloogs to the family of consumption, and needs early atlentioB. 

It is ami^ing to raflecl upon the theories which writers wefe in tfa* 
tebit of oonstroctittg, a few years since, to account fiv the throat afte» 
among the clergy. It was attributed by some to speaking too ofteOi 
by others to speaking too loud. One class of writers thought it arose 
fmm high, stiff neek-stoi^ ; another, from a strain of voioe on the Sab* 
badi to which it was not accustomed on other days. 

The cause of the disease lies deeper than any of these trifling things. 
So far as minislan are concerned, it may be expressed in twowonb— 4a^ 
bor, anxiety. 

The clenoal ocder are phu:ed just where they feel the ^orce of the 
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hii,'h pres«?iire movemt^nts of the a^e. They are the only cla^ of rt- 
co^nized lasiriK terb til luiuU men, and are oblin;ed to uiakti great txerlioiK 
to iii' t't llie wants of ilu^ir position. The trying circumstances in which 
they are often piaced, too, in these exciting Cimei, by questioas whick 
•rise and threaten to rupture and destroy their parishes, weigh heavily €0 
their spirits, and greatly depress ibe vital powers. And when we add 
to this the fickle sute of the public mind, and the shifting, fugitiis 
character of a clergy man^s dwelling-place, and the consequent liabili^ 
to poverty and want to which himselr and family are expoaed, we have 
a list of depressing causes powerfully predisposing to any fonn of dime 
which may prevail. As we have said, however, it is not the clergy ooty, 
but all classes of people who are afflicted with tltis dangeious raakdy. 

The long and rather awkward name which Dr. Green has ^ivenlo 
this disease is, Follicular Disease of the Fharyn50-Lar}*ngeal Membrane, 
1 call it FoHiculitis, or, as this term does not describe its seat, folhcukr 
laryngitis, or follicular pharyngitis, according to its position. 

Through a [general lack of acquaintance with this disease, it has been 
often confounded with bronchitis. Bni hionrhitis is an inflammation d 
the nHicou«« nietnbrane which Xuws the bmnchial tubes, and of course has 
no existencr ( \ci pt below the biiutcalioo of the trachea. In strictneai 
it is note tluojil ills. 'ax- at all. 

FoUiciiliils is also often mistaken for laryngitis. But this la Her ds^ ?.=e 
is an inriaf»niiatii)ii spread over the mucous membrane of the laryni;eal 
cavitv. HioiH hiiis ari(i !.i i vngitis afiecl nmiuu^ uuml/iaiits ; foiliculitis, 
t\u! J'o/liclcs ol' tl)t-c inemhiaiit.-i>. Each is a separate disease, and they 
are ea'sily (li5iin;;uHiied by one who understands them. They are oAeo 
coniplicated and unite iu one subject. 

There is yet another fbmi of theee ehnxiio difctaet, with whicb 
many are afflicted. Inflammatioo aoroetimes begina behind and a fitlls 
above the velum palati, in the posterior oares, or back passagea to ihs 
nose. Thus seated, it generally passes under the nana of c&tmnk im 
the h^ad. It often creates a perpetual denre to stsoflsur, and pves tha 
feeling, as patients express it. as if something were sticking in tha 
up|>er part of the throat." When the in6ammatioo is of bog stand- 
mg, and ukeration has taken place, purilbna matter b secrr tt d, and 
drops down into the throat, much to the annoyance and dia c omfeit 
of the patient. Many times the sufferer can only breathe with the month 
open. Upon rising in the morning, a great eflbit is generally reqoifed la 
clear the head, and the extreme upper part of the throat. Even dis* 
trussing retching and vomiting are sometimes induced by the effort to 
clear the back nasal passa^jes. Tliere is orrnsinnnlly a feeling of tjrest 
pressure and lij^hmess acrtiss the upper part ol the nose ; and the base 
of the hnwn soirif^rimes suffers in such a way as to induce headr^'^he, 
vt I t)L'(> and coofusiou. The smeii is frequently destroyed, and someiiuies 
tile lasie. 

If tlie iiiHii nil nation be in the pliaiN nx or larynx, there is a similar 
aensatiun oi MXiieihine in the tiiroul, but ihe desire is not so much to 
swallow it as to hawk a up. 

Beside these chronic forma of disease, there are a uuniber of acute 
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inflammations which nttack the nir-passa;;es, and nm a rapid and very 
danijerous course. Cioup is well known as one of them. There is an- 
Olhpr, which ai tacks the miicotis nienihrane of the larynx and epij^louis, 
which reaches also the sub-rtuifoiis (M-llular tissuef^ nf tfi* >e organs, ana 
which often proves faial in a lew hours. The cflusion of serum into 
the epiglottis, in conse(]iience of a higli state of inflnrnmation of that 
cartilage, causes it to stand upri»»fH, so that it cannot cover and protect 
the opening to the larynx ; and the lips of the glottis, distended hy 
the Mine cause, approach each other, thus closin;^ up f^^radually the pas- 
sive to the wind-pipe, and threatening immediate suffocation. It was 
tbb disease of which Washington died, as we learn from the clear ac- 
eoant of the symptom given by his medical attendants, tbougli they 
mistook the disorder Ibr another, the profession not being then acquainted 
with it. 

IVwtment of T^kroat i>ite<iMt.^Pirteen years ago, these disordeis 
vere thouj^ht to be incurable ; and by all the appliances of medical art 
then known, they were ao. But time has brought a successful method 
of treatment, as well as a clearer knowledge of their nature. The lionor 

of 6r$t eniployino such treatment in this country belongs to Dr. Horace 
Green, Prof, of the Theory and Practice of Medicine in tlie New York 
Medical College. It had been prevk>usly used by Drs. Trousseau and 
fielloc, of Paris ; but this detracts nothing from Dr. Green's just honors^ 
as he had no knowledge of their discovery— for such it was — until after 
be had done the same thing on this Continent. 

Tliis treatment, as is generally known to the prof<,*ssion, consists in 
topit al medication, or the applying of the remedy dirertly to the dis- 
eased [lai L The medicinal a'^ent, more extensively used than any other, 
is a strooii solution of nitrate of silver. This substnnre h not, liow- 
ever, adapted ?o every case — otiier articles succeeding better in some few 
in«tHnces. Modern chemistry has given us a variety of articles, from 
wliK h the skilful physician may select a substitute, should the nitrate of 
silver fail. This ariicle has, however, proved itself nearly a specific for 
inflammation of mucous membranes, acute or chronic, not connected 
with a scrofulous or other taiiu of the system ; and where such taints 
exist, iL will t,'enerally succeed, if proper constitutional remedies are used. 

Iiutniments. — The instrument employed by most physicians is a piece 
of wbalel)one, bent at one end, to which is attached a small round piece 
of sponge. I formerly used this instrument myself, and am happy to 
know, mt noiwilhataoding its defects, it waa generally successliiK Yet 
where the larynx has been highly inflamed, with a swollen and ulcerated 
cooditNHi of the epiglottis and lips of the glottis, I have found the 
smgular powers of the argent* nitratia put at defiance by an irritatkm evi> 
denily produced by the sponge of the probang. Upon its intioductioD 
in such cases, the parts contract upon and cling to it, and suffer aggra- 
vated irritation, almost laceration, upon its withdrawal, however carefully 
e&eted. 

A case of this sort occurred to me in the person of a gentleman of 
great moral and intellectttal worth, a teacher of a classical school, to 
whom I was called in Plymouth county, in August, 1849. He was at 
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the point of death from star?atkm» not having beeo able to svaHov 
any thing, nol even water^ ibr a nuiober of days. The epiglottis and fip 
of the glottis were much swoUen aod deeply uloeraied, wd the nhols 
phaiyngo-laryogeal membrane involved in a high state of ioflanmialiaB* 
The first two ajpplications of the nitro-aiigentine sobition, made le 
isthmns of the nuces and pharynx on Satiuday evening and Swday, m 
br relieved him, that on Monday morning he draak» with a sense was- 
speakable satis&ctioo, a tumbler of cold water. Before I could see 
bim on Wednesday evening, however^ be was agM linkiog* the (aiU io> 
tivity of the inAammation having retomed ; and eveiy sobaequent at- 
tempt to introduce the s|H>nge» and to carry it down to the seat of tht 
disease, caused inch irritation as to exhaust the patient. He sank and 
died, leaving a void in bis neighborhood which k will be hard to fill. 
I fed confident that with the instrument I am about to introduce to ihe 
notice of the reader, I could have reached the seat of the disease with 
so little disturbance of the parts, as to have saved his life. 

Such defects in the proi>nrig led me to contrive an instrument, whicb 
I call a Laryngtal Skowtr Syringe. It is in the form of a syrinye, ibe 
barrel and pkton of which are of glass. To this is attached a small 
tube, made of silver or gold, long enough to reach and enter t!)e ihroat 
and bent like a probang, with a globe at the end, from a quarter lu a 
third of an inch in diameter, pierced with very minute holes, which 
cover a zone around the centre, one third ol aa inch or more in breadth. 

This silver globe I daily introduce into highly inflamed and ulcerated 
larynges, generally without any knowledge of its presence on tlie part \ 
of the patient, until the contained solution is discharged. A single ia- j 
jection throws a vesnt lint stream through each of tlie holes in the globe, , 
and thus all sides of the walls of the trachea are washed at once. Moia> ' 
tver, the smallness and smnotbness of tbe bulb allows of its easy asd 
painless paMge through tbe rimaglottidis, so as to bathe the walls of tks 
tncben as low as the bifurcation, and even of the large biODcbi* Pkj* 
sicians w31 nnderMand tbe advantage of this m tbe case of olcefs \sm 
4own in the trachea. They will see its advantage, too, in tbe case of 
oroup in children, into wme laiyngaa it is not easy to introduce die 
•ponge. 

The introduction of this instrument into the larynx is easy. Upoa 
the approack of any Ibreigp substance, tbe epiglottis instioctively dnyi 
d|own upon the entrance to the larynx, guarding it against improper in- 
trusions. It has beeo Cound, however, that when the root of the tongue is 
firmly depressed, this cartilage cannot obey its instinct, but stands erect, 
its upper edge generally rising into view. Availing himself of this fact, 
the surgeon has only to depress the tonL';nc witli a spntuln. bent at rijjlit 
angles, so that the liaurl holding it may drop below the chin out of the 
way, and as the epif^loltis ri^es to view, slip the hall of the instrument 
over its upper edge, and then, with a quick yet gentle moiioii, carry it 
downward and fonoard between the lips of the olottis, and the euiiauce 
i$ made. 1 have often admired the heroic faithfulness of tliis epi^;lot!JC 
sentinel, who, when overborne by superior force, stands bolt upri|;ht, 
aiid compeb us to eater the sacred temple of speecli^ dirtcily attr 
head I 



Digitized by Google 



Tb» imtnmient I btve used with greit sitisfactioii* A considerable 
Dumber of phyaidans^ in difl^nt Stttes, have procured and are now • 

using it. 

For bathin^r the upper part of the throat, I construct it with a straighi 
lube, with bolea o?er the outer portion of the gk>be» and extending to 
the centre. This washes instantaneously the koces and pharynx, with- 
out throwing the sohition back upon the tongue. 

Inflammations In tfio hark passages to the nose, have befn almost 
entifply inaccessible by any reliable healing agent, and conseqiienlly in- 
curable. The prabang could only rearli a short distance, and caused 
great sutlenng. I have had this syringe constructed ^vith a short bend, 
and the g;lobe pierced wiili a few fine holc*s at the upper end. Carry- 
in'i this globe up behind the velum palaii, with a single injection 1 wash 
I'ofh jmssases clear through. 1 have had the pleasure of curing a large 
nuralx'r of bad cases, ul severiii years' standing, to the surprise and de- 
light of tile patients. 

Many of these throat afiections are connected with functional dis- 
Inbanca of the liver and stomach. In such eases the inflamntation 
ef the throat generally refiises to yield until the hepatic and gastric 
troubles are corrected. Indeed^ in a majority of cases» the topical appli- 
cations need to be accompanied, for the above as well as for other rea- 
sons, by a constitutional and alterative treatment. 

One word respectiner the tonsils. They are chiefly an aggregated 
mass of mucous follicles ; and in many follicular diseases they are 
found eolafged, inflamed, and sometimes indurated. In such cases they 
secrete a thin, unheahby, irritating fluid, which is spread over the throat, 
increasing and perpetuating its disease. Much of this secretion, loo, 
finds its way into the stomach, and thence into the circulation; and I 
am not sure that many cases of scrofula are not engendered by the poi- 
son thus conveyed to the blood. At all events, the throat seldom gets 
v^eli in such case>^, until the tonsils are removed. 

For the cxri^inn of these glands, I found tlie same lack of instru- 
ments, as for rnakiiig topical applications to the throat. The only one 
which had any claims to regard, was the L'u.llollne instrument, in\'fnied 
some yeai^ '^incp by Caleb Eddy, Esf],, ot tliis city. It had, however, 
no facilities lor drawing the tonsil forward. Generally, all that could 
be done with it was to trim the gland, which did little good, for it be- 
came again enlarged. I attached the bull-^og tenaculum to it, with 
which 1 have been able to draw the tonsil from between' the pillars of 
the fauces, and cot it through the root, so as effectually to prevent a 
second growth. As there were still some defects in this instrument, I have 
prepared an entirely original one, with which the extirpation of these 
glands is so ea^y and expeditious, and withal so little to be dreaded 
by the patient, as to leave, I think, little further to be desired in 
this line. 

As bearing directly upon this subject, I will add, that about three 
years since, Dr. Chambers, of London, reasoned that if nitrate of silver 
nave a specific influence over inflammations of mucous membranes, it 
would cure bronchial consumption, and perhaps other forms of that 
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dUease, if it could be got into the lungs. He accordingly mnrfe a 
. powder of that article and lycopodiiim to be breathed iiiio the lung^. 
His arrourit of it was pubitsbed iu tbeLoadoD Lancet, and has appeared 

in this Journal. 

In August, 1849, I prt]i;iit d lUc same powder; and not only in the 
cure of bronchial consumption, but in the trentment of the first and 
third -^Uin^v^ of the tuhcictilar form of this disease, 1 obtain readis firoDi 
it which 1 can derive hum no other arlicle. 

I also use lycopodiuni for preparing pow(ier? in the same way, with 
sulph. of copper, crystals of nitrate of mercury (>onieumes useful in 
secondary syphihiic troubles of the throat), iodide of potassium, &:c. 

For brt^ckihiiig powders of every kind, 1 liave coiibliucted a neat io- 
baler, which cuaiiibts of a ^lass tube and a receiver — the latter being 
something like a tube vial, perforated with holes around the lower end. 
The powder is poured into the receiver, which is placed in the larger 
tube, and twirled between the thumb and finger while inhaling* 

In the bronchial forms of consumption, the local disease is confined to 
the mucous membranes ; and in the tubercular type, the deposit hegint 
upon the same tissue. Breathing medicine directly into the lungs is 
therefore the rational mode of attacking the local disease. The tims 
must soon come when this form of treatment will be oniveisally adopted. 
The mode of apply in!< it will doubtless be improved, and the articlei 
employed be multiplied. But we are on the right track, and the penod 
may not be distant when this fearful malady, taken in proper season, 
will be held as curahio as chronic diseases of the stomach or liver. 

Boitan, Aov. 3, 1851. Ira Wabuii, M.D. 



TKKATMENT OF DYdBNTBRY. 
To Me Editor of the Botton Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Dear Sir, — I notice the subject of dysentery is en<i^awing the attention 
of your correspondents, anil I cheerfully comply wiih the i*equesi lo coo- 
tribute my tnite towards forming a nucleus, and shall joyfully hail any 
beacon that will more safely guide me in treating tbb terrible malady. 

1 have looked upon this disease as a consequent of hepatic deranj^ 
ment, generally, and have foimd my treatment more successful when my 
remedies have been thus directed. Heat and cold perform an important 
part in this, as in pulmooarjr difficulties — ^the liver laboring much hanler 
m summer, and the lungs m winter; consequently we find this disease 
raging at the close of the warm season, after the liver has become con- 
gested by over«ex6rtion. When this has taken place, its function b iin> 
paired, if not impeded, and its secretion becomes so morbid as to pobon 
the blood, as evinced by inactive circulatbn and cutaneous exudatkn. 
This, therefore, predisposes the system, or any organ, to take on disease 
more readil)", and from its corroding nature tends directly to inflame the 
lower bowels in its elementary passage. Putrid exhalation and impure 
water are also more abundant at this time, and these, combined witb tbs 
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cool emins breeses of the seam, which reduce the exteroal hett ra* 
pidly, are the more frequeotly exciting causes — asaisted, also, by crade 
ibod. when any has been taken, which is not unfrequently the case. 
My treatment iias been to give a liberal portion of li \ drarg. in some 

fonn ; and as acid b generally present, I prefer the hyclrarg. c. creta, or 
pulv. hydrarg. c. soda, and follow this in six hours with oi* ric. combined 
with an opiate according to the amount of tenesmus : thus exciting the 
liver, and thorouglily but mildly sweeping the alimentary canal. I then 
give rnurilai^es freely to protect the irritated membrane, and at thp same 
time slimulate externally. I iiho administer anodynes if lonnina is se- 
vere, preferring the pidv. ip. conip. if much fevor, and a clyster of de- 
coc. op. in starch, cool ; and if great heat in rectum, cold. A Tier the 
inflammatory s)iii|)ton)s have subsided, should the discharges become 
copious and \\alery, 1 prescribe aslringen[^ — ^either plumbi ac. or tannin. 

This course has succeeded better in my hands than any other, in the 
oitluiary fonii of this disease ; yet stimulants given almost from com- 
mencement would only save from immediate deatli by prostration, as Uie 
disease presented, itself here in the fall of 1849. 

Yours, S. B» Cbasb, Mi). 

PorUand, Me,, jVov. 17, 1851. 



ON THE RECIPROCAL AGENCIKS OF MiND AND MATTER, 

(Cootinued from page 256.] 

In mentioning whatever exhausts ortramc nenout pomr^ as ooe of the 

fhysical caus(*s of insanity, 1 find that I am concurring in opin'ion with 
)r. Henry Monro, who, in a ?ery ahle treatise recently published, a»> 

serls his opinion " that insanity is a disease of deficient nervous tone con- 
sequent on loss of vitality." Insanity is a di^^ordered condition of the 
brain or mental insimmetit, manifesting^ itself in a disturbance of the tTi- 
tellecttml faculties by what are termed l)R!!n injifions. or erroneous im- 

f ri'ssions or d«*ltision'? (and df^sij^natcd intcllccLudl insanity by the late Dr. 
Vicliard) : or a p'MVtTsiuii of all ilie natural feelings, affections and 
habits, without aity assimial/lc cati^c (which the same antfior calls moral 
insanity) : or an entire absence of itM'^on, in whicli the iiniid is more or 
less anijihilaled — in other words, dtimniia. The usual divisions are 
Ranm, mdancholia^ and idiotcy. 

These three deviations from a healthy or normal condition of mind 
admit varied divisions and subdivisions, according to the predominant 
form or character of the disease. The human mmd is such a hetero- 
geneous mass of ideas and propensities, that when reason has lost 
her control, they break forth in various forms and degrees, render- 
ing thereby a lunatic asylum a chaos of ungovemed passions, hallucina- 
tions and delusions, hus, under one roof, we 6nd one man singing, 
another recitinsf. another standing apparently absorbed in thought, an- 
other melancholy and mute, another walking hurriedly and muttering in- 
coherently to himself, another full of tricks and mischief — all and each 
of them regardless and unconscious of tbe absurdity of their deport* 
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ment, and holding no intercourse with their companions, biK eich ptaj« 
ing a part in the waking dream of his own disordered imaghiatioo. 
You are in a group of wakeful aomaanibuKsts : some will answer yoa 
if spoken lo ; others will remain obstinately silent ; some will give not 
only a rational but a shrewd reply. Nor do madmen always lose the 
ower of reasoning ; on the contrary, they are frequently roost acute, 
ut tiieir daia are erroneous : they labor under delusions — and their 
imaginations convert fancies into realities, and so betray the imperfec- 
tion of their inteUect; for, being regardless of censure or ridicule, (hey 
have no concealment, and therefore reveal their hallucination, and are 
kings, or deities, or statesmen, or poets, or anything else that may be 
prompted by-tbeir visionary irnpressioD; and it Is in vain to attempt by 
rorce of argument to controvert the impression. Tliis " tyranny of fan- 
cy's reltjn " is most vividly portrayed by that transcendant delineator 
of the human mind, Hogarth, who, in his last pairilin" of the Hake's 
Progress, has repn^^f^ntrd the Hiversity with painful fKielity. 

Can we, then, approach any nearer to a definition of in'^anifv. a-^ks 
Dr. Conoily (an authority which adniits no question and i'-(|uires no 
pniise) than by saying tliai It is tlie impairment of any one or more oi 
the faculties of the mind, accor?i])anied with, or inducin^^, a defect in the 
co/nfian'ng faculty." These sell-siyled kings, or statesmen, or whateFer 
be their delusion, are unable to compare their assumed coiuliiion with 
the dress, or llie society, or the situuiiDti in which they exist. Their 
reasoning faculty may not be wholly lost, but they are blind to the ab- 
surdity of their assumption. Their data are erroneous, and what reason- 
ing powers they may possess are exercised on the vision of their Imagi- 
sation* Converse with them on other topics, and they may appear 
Tery rational beings ; yet in each case there is a diseased state of mind ; 
and this insane belief (arising as it does from a want of power to com* 
pare things which are with things which are not) consttrutes their 
msanity. 

Dr. Millingen attended a judge in the West Indies who fancied him- 
self a turtle! Thb ridiculous impression did not prevent him from sit* 
tin<: on the bench, nor from the fulfilment of his judicial office. 

There is no end to the variety or extravagance of delusions in this 
class of Kmatics. \ patient now in Mr. Tomkins*s asylum at Witharo, 
in Essex, though he answers rationally when you converse with him, is 
tortured day and night with the impression that he has little devils in 
his stomach, and that they talk to him and tease him. He was actually 
crying with the vexation when I visited him last week, and asked nie 
if 1 could not hear them. Even Luther fancied the devil wa?^ in him, 
and that he heard him speak. Dr. Ferriday of Manchester, Dr. Elliot- 
son informs us, had a patient wIjo iuiarrined that he had swallowed the 
devil ; and so benevoU-nl was he in his feelini:, that lie would not dis- 
chaii^e the contents of his alimentary canal, lest lie should let Jiim loo-e 
on the world. Hishop Warbnrton, in a note to o le of his works, '^j^enkf 
of a person wlio ihou^lii he was converted into a goose- pie ; and Dr. 
Arnold saw a man who fancied himself in the family \\ay. Even the 
celebrated Pascal was the sulyect of a false delusion, and was so entirely 
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impressed wirti the apprehension of being on the edge of a precipice 
lljai was before liirn, that be insisted on being tied inlo his chair. This 
was, as biiuk:>j>eaie lorci!)ly expresses il in Macbeth—- 

■ " A false rreation 

PraMMdioff fnm tin hrai-oppreiMd bnln/* 

Very many highly interesting instances are detailed in Dr. Conoliy's 
"Inquiry into the Indications uf Insanity /' all tending to show iiow 
persons may be deranged on one or more subjects, while the rest of the 
AeuitKC 8fe floynd ; or how they may be deranged on every subject— 4d 
which case ihejr display t wild aBMcktioii of idm Mid incmMntteiieies. 

Their pnpmntie$ also bveak forth in exaggerated disorder, and the 
depiavitv of their ieeliDgs is often vanoudhr manifested, whilst their inuA* 
kctual laeukies are oompafatively little afleeted. They hav« sudden im- 
pulses, and probably destroy their ehildren, or their nearest relations, or 
tbeir sovereign, and with, perhaps, the best possible intentions. A 
stiQog instance of this occurred in the peraon of Hatfield, and with 
wbicb 1 will oonolnde this catalogue of examples ; but it is combined 
with such an extraordinary instance of memory, that it is deservin^r of 
lecord. The late Mr. Bwm Garrow asked me, in the year 1825, to 
visit Bedlam with him. On entering the hospital, accompanied by Mr* 
Wright, the resident medical attendant at that time, and hearing from 
liim that Hatfield was still there, and that we should see him, Baron 
Garrow cautioned us not to mention his name, observing, at the same 
time, that lie was rounsel for tfie prosecution on Hntfield^s trial, aUhough 
from the circumstaDce of twenty-five vears havin»{ t*hin?od, and bis rif'ver 
havinff seen ihc prisoner eitlier beiore or since that lime (and then, of 
ru( irt^, only in h»s wig and gown), it was not to be expected that ho 
should he iccognized. Scarcely, however, had we been three minutes 
in his aparlfiienl, ulien Hatfield, fixini^ iiis lierce eye upon the Judge, 
asked hiai if his name was not Garrow ? On bein^ answered in the 
iitlumative, Haifiehl said, " Then, Sir, 1 have one favor to ask of you, 
which is, that as you were instrumental in getting nie imprisoned here, 
YOU will excit youj-si'if to get me set at liberty ! " Garrow then asked 
him why he liad committed this act of high treason on a king who was 
10 highly respected and beloved ? To which Hatfield replied, " Be« 
cause 1 wished to mdke a God of him Many parents have morderw 
ed their children fiom simihir inlittuations, or to rescue them from a sea 
of sublunary cares and privations and die newspapers of the present 
day have been recently stained with some of these unnatuial leootds. 

In very many instances the seat of irritation appeals to be m the oe* 
rebeUom ; and all feelings of morality and decorum are pvoetmted at 
the shrine of concupisoenca. This form of the disease g^erally leads 
to a state of futuity, and terminates in epilepsy, convulsions and paraly* 
IB. In cases of insanity generally, hot perhaps more especially in casea 
af this character, I have observed a peculiar effluvium to proceed from 
patients; so much so, that were I to be unconsciousljr phiced whera 
lereral are congregated, I could at once detect my position. This pe- 
euTiartty does not appear to be generally noticed by autban> and may 
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Reciprocal Agencies of Mind and Matter* 



probably be occasioned by the influence of the disordered brain on tbo 
tecretions, unconnected witli any want of clranline^. 

To enter into til the divisions and subdivisions of dtfierent authors, ia 
their atti'mpts to classify the various forms in which insanity presents itself, 
would be a work of supererogation in a lecture, and a tedious occupa- 
tion of attentioo and of time. Regnault, in b» Competence des 
M» (lecins,'' says — Les mftdecins ont voolu classer les Nuances de k 
Folie, d'est a dire des choses aussi peu susceptibles d'etre classees que 
les Nuages ! Quel en a M le resultat ? C'est que des mots Grecs ont 
' ^t^ substitues k des roots Fran9ais, intelligibles pour tout ic niondef et da 
idto contradictoires reunies dans le n i f i n e rv ot * " M edical jurists usually 
class the different Ibrms under the four lieads of mania, mononianit, 
dementia, and idiocy. Nevertheless, medical jurisprudence too frequendy 
enters into subtilties which only serve to perplex a jury, who, from neyer 
having <^iven their attention to mental pathology, are of course en- 
tirely ignorant of its varieties. These distinctions are orcasionally re- 
quired on a rross-examinalion by a barrister, with a view to obtaining a 
verdint for liis client, by ingeniously upsetting the evidence whicii lias 
beefi < lirited by the opposiu' ( oliiisp! : he endeavors to entangle the 
medical witne-s m the snare of dtfinition — a Charybdis iu which the 
unliapiiy vic-tun will in all pri)l)ability be swamped — "a question v.' hie h," 
Dr. Paris observes, " a medical witness is always called upon to answer" 
it being very difficult to define the invisible line which divides perfect 
and partial insanity ; or he runs him upon tlie rock of lucid iiUt ri ah, 

" To constitute insanity it is not necessary," as Dr. Male says, "to 
exhibit the ferocity of a wild beast, nor to perform the antics of a buf- 



law is to decide whether a party be of suflkieotly sound mind to 
manage bis property, or (on being tried Ibr murder or other violaticNi of 
the laws) whether be was conscious of the crime be was committing^ 
whether (in other words) he was in such a state of mind as to rewfcf 
bim a responsible agent. The verdict (according to Sir Matthew Ifale) 
must rest upon circumstances duly to be weighed and coondered, bodi 
by the judge and jury, lest, on the one side, there be a kind of inbu* 
manity towards the defects of human nature ; or, on the other side, too 
great an indulgence given to great crimes.*' 

That it frequently requires close study, acute perception, great tact 
and considerable experience, to arrive at a just disorimmatioo, roust be 
admitted by every one. In addition to which, several interviews may 
be indispensable before a physician can give a satisfactory opinion ; for 
lunatics are extremely cunning. Many have lucid intervals (pxreptm'T 
in a slate of utter idiocy or imbecility), and their state of mind van«s 
under different cirrutnstances and posi lions ; so much so that a com- 
missioner would incur n heavy responsibility who should decide a testa- 
mentary dispute, or subject a criminal to execution, or even discharge a 
patiwiU from conbncirit'nt, without ample previous opportunities of in- 
terview and investigation. Tiie |)iiysician must adopt bi> own plans for 
the atiaiiiinent of what is required of him, and may bear in mind diat 
which was su^ested by Shaicspeare in Hamlet : — 




The grand question in a court of 
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■ " Brinp mf> io ihe test. 

And I Uic m»ltcr will reword, wtiich ToadruM 
Would gambol fmtt 

a test which Sir Henry Hal ford states that he found efficient, and which 
lie liJatancos in his Essay on the subject. Professor Taylor also wisely 
observes, m speaking of wills made by old persons, where, in conse- 
auence of alleged imbecility, some disappointed expectant hus dbpuicd 
ue will If a medical man be pfesent when the will is made, he 
my easily satisfy himself of the stale of miod of the testator, by re- 
quiring him to rej^eat from memory the way in which be has disposed 
of the bulk of his property. If a dying person cannot do this without 
prompting or suggestion, there is reason to believe that he has not a sane 
and disposing mind/*»(p. 660.) 

[To be eontintted] 



TU£ BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOUBNAL. 

BOSTON, NOVEMBER i6, 1861. 



We would call the attention of our readers to the followinnr circular. 
Many of them have il in their power to imparl information re?pecling the 
treatment of hernia, and il is hoped they will not fail in forwarding it as 
requested. The character and standing of the Committee are a sufficient 
warrant that such assistance will be so used as to make their report more 
complete, and therefore more honorable and useful to the Association who 
appointed them, and to the profession at large. 

Amerkan Medkal Astociatwn.^^CommUiee tm the Baikal Own of 

Sedu^lbU Hernia* 

To T8B Mbmbbrs ov tbb Mbdical Pbofessioii trboogbout trb 

United States. — The anderaigoed ore a Committee of the American 
Medical Association, to report on the radical cure of reducible hernia.** 

They are desirous of obtaining from their professional brethren any infor- 
mation that is calculated to throw light on ihia important and ioleresliog 
sobiect. 

They therefore take the liberty of proposing the following questions. 
An answer to any or all of them, or any facts connected with the branch 
of surgery on which they are directed to report, would be gratefully re- 
ceived. 

1st. Haye you been in the practice of treating reducible hernia with a 
▼few to its radical cure ? 

2d. Have you ever performed any snrfricnl operation for this purpose ? 
3d. If so, please to describe the operation nnd the mode of perlormin^ it. 
4th. What proportion of cases, of ail in which you have operated, has 
been cured ? 

5tb. Have any aUrroing or fatal effects, in any instance, been caused by 
the opeimtion ? 
6th. If so, please to describe them. 

As the Report must be made at the Annual Meeting of the Association, 
to be held in Richmond, Va«, in May next, it is desirable that the answers 
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to the above qneshon*! should bo lorw&rded to any one of the Commitiee 
on or before March l.i, lba2. H4TWA11>. ) 

J. Mason Wabbbk* > Cammitttt, 

S. Parkman, j 
P. S. — Editors of Medical Journals orul publishers of newspapers, 

throughout the United Stales, are resjit.ctfuily requested to give the abofe 

an insertion in their respective Jouruais. 
Bottan, Ntnember 26^A, 1651. 



Medical Socittij of yorl/t Carolina — Mimmalic Origin of DiuoMS.— 
Within a few days, a discourse delivered by Charles £. Johnsoo, M.D.. 
before the Medical SocieW of North Carolina, at its 9econd aoniTemrr 
meetiog at Raleigh, in liay last, has been placed at oar disposal and rent 
with RiQcb interest. It lakes high and novel ground in regard to the w 
reot doctrine of the miasmatic origin of disease. It is graiifyinc^ to meet 
with originality of thought, even in cases where the reasoning fails to gain 
the assent of our jirlLrinent. In the pamphlet alluded ro. thi' author. !tk? a 
M»viUul ani,flor, keeps iiiuviug the hook iil>oui, iroin one point to anoLher, 
througii many pages, so that it is diiliculi lo know what he is aker ; \m 
all at once he jeiks the line, and the ansuspoetiiig reader finds himMlf | 
hooked to a new theory— or no theory at all, and for the life of as we | 
cannot determine which. It consists mainly of the denial of the generally 
accredited doctrine that miasm is the direct cause of a numerous lisxoi * 
maladies, inrluding fever-^ of the most formidable type. Dr. Johnson 
speaks wi lls i lirmness indicative of the possession of as much proof a? any 
controversuiii>t nught wish to encounter. With peculiar caution he givt? 
the resuhs of the inquiries of men distinguished for iliejr researches oit 
this subject, and then comes to a conclusion, in these words,— Such it 
the view of this subject, which 1 have thought proper to present for yonr 
consideration ; and these the fiurts which the brief space alloUed to an 
address of this kind, has permitted me to bring forward in aapport of my 
position. Nevertheless, I believe they will, under the operation of the rule 
vrhich 1 have laid down for our government in the study of all qu'' "^"^^nj 
in physical etiology, the scieulif»c value and applicability of which no one 
can deny, furnish sufficient evidence to convince us that there is no truth 
in the doctrine of the miasmatic origin of diseases.*' Here is heterodoxy, 
and we shall torn the daring author over to the tender mercies of thoss 
who make it their particular business to watch for the safety of old iheo* 
ries. In the meanwhile, if Dr. Johnson will give his own views of the 
origin of lOtermittents, he will furnish those who are disposed to question 
his proposition^, with data to r»"'n*»r>n upon ; bnt as the matter now stands, 
there is not n siriL'^le projecung pomt, not a prominence to banc an argu- 
ment upon. SiiM-uiK as ;in ivory ball, there is nothing in his doctriiie to 
grasp at, wuliuui taking the whole. It i5 far ea^iier to knock away the 
fadder by which ascent has been mad« to an elevated poeitMii» than is pro- 
vide other means of reaching the same height. 

Beck's Materia Mediat*^A touching act of friendship accompanies the 

publication of the lectures on Materia Medica and Therapeutic:; by the 
late learned and lamented John B. Berk. M.D., a Profe^fsor in the I niver- 
sity of the State of New York, that wil! Ijn the brightest page in the lile of 
the editor of the volume, G. £. Giiman, M.D., Dr. Beck s astociate pro* 
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feaaar. It appeara that Dr. Beck had partly prepared his lectures for the 
press, but was prevented by death iirom finishing^ them. This was a diffi- 
cult undertaking' for any one else, esperinlly one who, like Dr. Gllrnan, 
had ^jiveii his time and attention to other thoughts and a difiercnt sphero 
of profefsional usefulness. He frankly explains how little he has done, 
which gives him a higher claim to consideration. The fact is, although 
furnished with a faultless manuscript as far as it went, no person, without 
his wann sympathiesi, woold have given it the same finishing tone of ex- 
cellence. The book is a geoeroas octavo, of five hundred and eighty 
pages. The arrangeiin tit of the various subjects is similar to that of the 
majority of writers on Materia Medica — the natural divisions being those 
of emetics, cathartics, anthelmintics, sialagogues, &c., which are copiously 
treated, and in which the current knowlen^^e of the day, pertaining to 
medicinal agents, gathered from all languages, is spread out before the 
reader. Dr. Beck was remarkable for his patient investigation, honesty of 
purpose, and devotion to the interests of me profession. As a memorial 
of a learned and jadicious instrocter, these published lectures should be 
possessed by those who were educated at the school of medicine in which 
lie taught with such eminent ability. And here we perceive the mat 
importfinre of writing one's thon^rhts, but above al! one's experience. How 
ni;u)v phvsinans go down fo tlie grave, to be Uierf^ torgolten, who were 
oracles while living, and whose experience, even when dead, would have 
benefited the world, had they contributed by their pen, as ail are bound 
to do, something to the accumalating mass of human wisdom. Dr. 
Beck labored for all coming generations, and his recorded words, and facts, 
and suggestions, are destined to influence beneficially other minds, even 
wben the particular circumstances of his professorial position are blotted 
from all memories. 



Natural History of the Human Species. — ^To Messrs. Gould & Lincoln, 
of this city, are the learned indebted for an American edition of Col. 
Charles Hamilton Smith's comprehensive work on the Nitnrnl His- 
tory of the Hudian Species, its typical forms, primeval distribution, filia- 
tions and migrations. A new feature of ihp voluii^e, giving it an additional 
interest, is a preliminary, elaborate abslrucl of the views of Blunienbach» 
Mchard, Buchan, Agassiz, and others, on the same sobjects, by S. Knee- 
landt Jr«« M.0.t of E^ton. It is this part of the book that will disturb 
those philosophers who fully believe that the present globe, with all its 
teeming wonders, was literally completed in six days of twenty^fonr hours 
each ; and worse still, for some others, it conveys the idea that we are not 
all lineal descendants of Adam and Eve. Dr. Kneeland has collated, '^im- 
ply, the opinions of distinguished naturalists, who argue that the difiereut 
races of men had an independent origin. Leaving the volume here, for 
the present, we recommend it to the study of all who have an interest in 
the problem of the nataral history of man. 



History of the Mass. Gejieral HospttcU. — N. I. Bowditch, Esq., is the 
anthor of one of the best printed volumes that we have seen, relating to 
the history of the best conducted hospital in the country. Desirable as it 
would be to many to have it as a constant book of reference, strange to 
say, it has not been published, and is not to be purchased. The author 
htt concentrated a large amount of statistical facts relative to the progress 
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of the institution from its incipiencv to the present moment, when it is 
strong in resnurre«, and the prifle of iho rjty in which it is located. Tbe 
rrand total of all lii'- property besttpuod upon the Massachusetts General 
Hoi^piial, isi assumed l>y ili^ hisiorian to be one million and a quarter <f 
dollars* 



New MtOeal Works, — Alihoagh each of the following books has been 
noticed in a mann* r that shows how much we prize tbenit this additioiiil 

notice will refresh the memory of professional readers, in regard to xvdtVs 
which will Ik' fo'trrt ^"rvi ible to all. There have hr-m ^cniiy pub- 
lished — De La Beche'.s (juulutry, Beale on Health, HoriitT s Anai uiiv, 
Malgaigne's SnrEf<»ry. Carpenter's Elements of PhysiolojrVt Dun^/iison'j 
Medical Dictionary, and Maclise's Surgical Anatomy. They are all ftm 
the press of Messrs. Blanchtrd & Lea, of Philadelphia, whose reputation 
for bringing out the best of books, and io the best style, Is a wanaatj for 
their character. 



Microscopic Prepnrafions. — Dr. Durkce. of this city, has been eroincntW 
sucrn!!?:ful in the nKinagemeiii of tlifii beautiful instrument, the microscope, 
which gives him p^'enliar ad vantai^-fs in his reaearrhes upon the diseases 
of the skin. Some of his minute preparations of the textures fully e^juai 
the French and German specimens. It gives Qs much grati6calioo to 
speak of Dr. DurkeeV success in this department of scientific investigatisn. 



Bronehud Syringet,^DT» In. Warren is the inventor of seTeral instm* 
ments for the application of medicinal remedies to the throat, which are 
not only quite new in pattern, but beautiful in workmanship. The barrelt 

of each ^vHnire arc of ijlass ; but the pipes are of j^ilver, of difT-rent length* 
and eurv«'s, and lerininat*^d by small perloraied balls. With thi< construe* 
lion, any part of tho air pa:«sages may have the full benetit of solution*, 
more cticciually than by the methods usually practised. The new meiboj 
of treating bronchitis has been extensively adopted, and if it is to be con* 
tinned, the nrobang and other contrivances heretofore resorted to will ia 
many cases be superseded by these ingenious instruments. Those having 
a curiosity to examine them, are invited to do so, a case being in the pos* 
session of the editor for that purpose. 



Philosophy of Health. — L. B. Coles, M.D., of Boston, has brought out 
»b»^ tiDtnty-s>rfh edition of a popular little work called the *• Phitosophy of 
Health.'* S i h eminent sh'Tpss in auii:iorship is almost unparalleled, h 
would seem ihousrh tiie friends of reform not only read, but eat the 
books, to create such a demand. We intend to search tbe work through, 
and discover, if possible, what there is in it that creates soch a bibliogit* 
phical appetite. 

lAfis Insurance Explained. — A bi-monthly, entitled Lectures on Life la* 
suranre, addressed to families, by Moses L. Knapp, M.D., has bpfo 
commenced n» Philadelphia. It would l>e a great field for exploration, 
were any oue disposed to say all that might be written oo ihid subject. 



Mfdical Miscellany. — ^Wm. Foni;in' recenilv died in Florida, at the age 
of lOo. — Scarlet fever is quite faui ai Alexaudria, V a,— The deaih of ft 
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woman at Montville, Conn., ai 102, in perfeci healih fo lHH.>how.< ihat 
longevity may occur in our northern climale. — Dr jMm*'^ A. OjjU' has 
been appoinied, by ibe Queen of England. Pro(e^'^<•r or FhvMf in the Uiii* 
v*'r>iiv of Oxford, in place of the late Dr. Kidd,— Meiliral LM'Uirrsi nl 

Hampden Sydney College have commenced nnder flfmfriii«: llll^pIl<•^ — 
Af the University of Viririrria 100 students have heeu tTintriiMilatc*) ; ns 
many as they desire, under the system of instlruciiun a(Ii»pt» d m ihiii Mi>ti- 
tuiioM — A new medical oti^unization i? maJuriiig, of o iut it iy. in rneei at 
Richmond, Virginia, in April next. — Dr. Mandeville Thum is lo dt*liver 
thf address before the Alumni of Hampden Sidney Medical Collpfre. in 
the Spring. — Prof. Agasstz is lecturing on Comparative AnnioMiy ni the 
M<>dical College of South Carol ina.o->The National Medical Coliesfp, at 
Washington, has been opened for the season, and a roiir«e of medical lec- 
itifp^ hn«; also hpen commenced at the Georifetown (D. C.) Colleire. — An 
ounre of qiiitirn wns given in twelve hour?", in ;» rase f)f coiiirf^^tive fever, 
lo a neo;ro, at HilUboro', N. C, which, injsleail of k illii L', nearly « nred )iim ! 
— Cliioroform was given lo a hear in a menagerie al Berlin, prepaialory to 

couching one of his blind eyes ; when the opf^raiion was fiiiisheo, the huge 
animal was stone dead. — Ii has been conjectured that fevers are con5ned| 
in England, to districts where blue clay succeeds the chalk formation.— 
The expressed juice of nepeta eaiarta^ common catnip, is tttrongly recoin- 

mended as an ctnmena^^ngue, giv^'n in doi^es of a tablespoon f'l I . iwioe a 
'iay. — Dr. E Coolidoe Richardson, of Ware, Mns«., exiirprtfr il a nsulig- 
nant tumor from the hreast of a lady in thai town, u short liine since, that 
weighed ilirce pounds and one ounce. The patient is prosperously rccov- 
erinp. — A lawyer fell dead lately in a fit of paj-sion, at Richmond, Va. — 
Dr. Parnham, says the North* Western M<d. and Surg. Journal, convicted 
of conspiracy against the Michigan Central Railroad, and sentenced to the 
penitentiary, is not a physician. His title arises from the fact that he has 
been practising dentigtry. The man whom the papers style Dr. Filch, 
implicated in the same crime, was a far n r, and n- ver laid any claim to, 
or received the title of, doctor, until olit r ilir trial con rrenrrd. The only 
physician indicted was found innocent and sei al lih^ riy. — It is said ihat 
there are over 200 medical students at the free Medical College of Michigan. 



Suffolk Lh»it ifi MrHicai SeoXy.— The Montbijr Mee<iog for Medical Improveuaml of ibe Sof- 
feik District illiMriral Soeitly wtU beheld et their iwMie, llmonie Temple, m Seuudey evenings 

Nov. 29th, at half past 7. 



Tb CoiiBmtsosDissTf.p-Pfier. Brvas'a ttssilitiiin ham ike Freach, asd Or. Colbye muiks 
«B DblocatMMM, are on 6l6 Ibr pubUcaiMn. 



Markiep, — Dr. John F'ltis, of netroit, IWichi^fin, u> Mis^ M. I,<»onard. 



DiKD, — la Eogland, John Kidd, M.D., Regtiu i'rofessor of Medicine, O&ford. — Dr. K. N. 
ad. Heaiico Co.; Va., by tnidde. 



Ihithi in BoMlf'U — for t U, w. i k i mliii:,' S iinrdny noon, Nov. 66. — Malen, .17— frtiinlwx, 29. 
Apoplexy, l—dtfleaM! of bowcN, I — mlhunmalion of bowfh, I— burn. I— coii«iuniplion, 15— ron- 
Tubions, I->cholera infantum, I— canrer, I— rroup, I'— dysentery, 3— diarrhoea, I— ^iahetet. 
rirojisy of brain, 5— typbus fever, 4— typhoid fever. 3— scarlet fever. 1— bmin Ipvcr, 'i— 'nn*^ 
iever, 6— hooping rough, I —diitease of Wart, I— infantile, 8 — maraxoiiu, I— paUy. i — purpura, 
1-^owpenl, I— rhnimetttBi, l-^erefule, I— laeiUng, l^-^kaewn, S. 

''I' r 5 \ ear«i, 30— f). iuHen5 and 20 vci rs r,_f„ t\M-,.|i 30 an<) 10 ycj rs, Ifl — hf i v« r.-ji 40 
aad 60 jreara, 10— over 60 yean, 4. Americans, 30 j foreigners and rbildrcu of ioreignent, 3(i. 
Ito above iwlodes 10 ileaihe at ilia CHj lailitalioaa. 
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360 Medical InleUigenu, 

Trmnmeiiom of the American Medkai Anadation. — Cinulor by tk 
CommUUB of FuUicaiion^ — Sib : The Commitiee of Publication rv$pm- 
fully subtDil to you, an a Member of the American Medical Attociauoa, 

ibe followincr statement: — 

The whole anioMnt rt»cei\'<»d (totu th- osso^tfjoipni for IS-Sl has been 
about six Ittindreci duliar:$, wiucli, widi ihe Imiaiice in the treasury at 
last n-pori. \i()ur hundred dollars), inake." Ohe ihoiMand dollars. , 

Ii ii> etilifiiaied umi the cost oi Vol. iV. will Ue about aevenleen hundred i 
doUara; the expeote of printing the Reports being one thoaaaiMl doikn, I 
and of the Pnae Esaay, with the oecetiuiry illuttiatiooa, nearly Kfta 
hundred dollars. 

This last, which was awarded the prize of one hundred dollars, voi 

which the Association ordered lo \)e published in the Transartiorr?. i« J 
work of q^real rnfrii. exhibits exlenf^i^*' rt'«f*iiri'h, and is illi-^tr tied wnh 
numerous beautitui drawings, a numl>cr ' i 'Iipmj colored. Tiie puMicalioo 
of thiti edsay will do credit lo the A.-<80i'i.iiion. and lend to elevate liie $ci* 
entific character of the American Medical Profession. But the Coromittee 
•le without the means for that purpose, and they appeal to the Associatios ; 
to furnish them. A large number of copies of ibe three volumes abrndf \ 
published remain unsold, and, if the members will complete their sets, isd j 
use their influence to extend the sale of these volumea, the required m 
may be readily rni^ed. 

The Coniiiiiiiee call the altenlion of the Association to the t^rrns tipn 
whtch the published volume** ire now iurnished lo Members, or lo Socie- 
ties which have betii* re jiresenled in the Association: | 

Either of the first three Tolomes separately (in paper covers), $1 50; t ' 

complete set in three volumes (p^ per covers), MifSO; a complete set is • 

thiec volumes (cloih). $5 00 ; single copies of voL if. (to permanent rDeo* , 

bers), S2 00 ; three copies of voL iv. (to permanent meanhen), $5 00. | 

Iff nil cases the amount must he remittiBd to the Treaiurerof the Ans* | 

cialion, Isaac Hny>', M.D., Philatielphia. I 

Yotir earliest possible attention to the above is earnestly ^olicileii, io 
avoid great delay io the publication oi the lorihconiuig voium^ oi liie 

Transactions. Isaac Hats, M.D., 

ChairwuM of the Com. 0f P^. JmtHtm Mti. liiwrirtfaw^ md Ttwmw. . 
FkUaddpkia, Aug. 1, 1851. 



Dy^> /!/< nj at t/ie West, — The following we extract from a kUerlromW. 
H. Martin, M.D., of Rushville, Ind. 

** We bare had a great deal of dysentery to contend with this seassa. 
Many eases were of a severe character, and, strange as it may seem, «s 
have lost but one case* We depended chiefly on opium, and injections of 
aol. starch, acet. plumbi and thebecaic tinct., assisted by hot straps, rosde 
by wringintj flannel out of very hot water and then moistening the surfac? 
with turpeiiiine. Many of onr cases were ushered in by very severe vo- 
Dmmir. We found nothinn^ so prompt in arresting ihi? rondiiion of the 
stomach as iijimll dascii of the proio cblor. mercury, say i L'rain. exhibited 
dry and washed down with a mouthful of elm water, every 20 or 30 wis- 
ntes, according to the severity of the vomiting, and until it ceased. I ds 
not now recollect a case that resisted this treatment ; and I know of bat 
one or two thai were in the least ptyalixed.**— IVbrM WaUrm Med, ni 
Surgiottl Jowmal, 
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BOSTON MEDICAL AJND SUIIGICAL JOUllNAL. 



Vol. XLV, \Vei>nksday, December 3, 1S51. No. 18. 

PANAMA Oa ISTHMUS FEVER. 

BY J. B. TURNEV, Oi' FAIKPIELD, ILLINOIS. 

This disease, so much dreaded by Californians, is as plain and open as 
mny of our malarial fevers ; particularly, when the investigations of the 
practitioner are directed to a miasmatic origin. We are led to believe 
that Panama fever originates from a modiGcation of tlie same cause that 
generates the different forms of intermittent and congestive disease, from 
a con<:ideration of tlie locality ; from a close ins[)('ction of tlic attendincr 
symptoms; nnd Irom a careful observation of the curative eliects ot* 
different remedies. 

Firsts of the Locality. — Tfie Isthmus, like all tropical climates, is no- 
table for ail i?)tense and proionL,'ed application of heat. "^I'lu; elevation 
of teniperatuie is such, that were it not for the certain and rpi^'ular re- 
turn of periodical rains the land would hardly he halm ilile. These 
rains seem to he one of the wise arrangements of an ommpotent Provi- 
dence ; but while a great evil has undoubtedly been avoided by the in- 
stitution of the seasons of rain, a lesser one appears to have been in- 
flicted. Tile taiiis, aiternating with the light and heat of a vertical sun, 
reduce the temperature of air and earth, and cause to spring up the 
lich vegetation so essential in " the sunny south " to the comfort and 
bapptness of man. But the lovely verdure thus produced, falb by the 
universal process of decay, and supplies the earth, in turn, with a thick, 
black, vegetable mould. The rains moisten it, and the sunshine distils 
the poison. iJke the malaria of our rivets, the Isthmus poison seems 
most likely to afl^t persons who expose tliemselves after night iiill ; and 
produces different results in diflferent cases, whksb come properly under 
the head of— 

•Sym/7^ain«.~Sometimes a well-marked chill or cold stage comes on, 
followed by no great re-action or fever, but attended by much difficulty 
of respiration and intense pain in the back and bowels. In other cases 
the cold stage is scarcely perceptible, while the impeded and clogged 
function of respiratbo is still well exhibited in the more than anxious 
countenance. The patient tells you he is burning up and dying of 
thirst ; that his back hurts him ; that he feels as if he was smothering, 
thoua^h there is no great pain in his breast. You may examine a patient 
who is tossing from side to side without cover, and wlio tells you be ia 
18 
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hot, he can'c bear tt, and, ten to one, you wilt find the beat of his wHue 

far below the healthy standard. Yoo will sometinMi 6iui another b 
the heat of the day, with blankets eooU£h tticked in around him to stifle 
a man in the enjoyment of good health, vowing all the time he's had 
nothing like a chill since he was taken. Another tells yon he had i 
chill, and that it " turned into t>owel complaint *' or dysentery. Pro- 
bably he may inform you that this i«; n^>out all that ails him. Another 
informs you he had on»' lli^hl chill, and his bowels have been " co-tive" 
ever since. Possibly, too. llie patient may hnvr* assisted you in ihe 
treairi^ent of rase, by takin«i; a half dozen puii^ative pills, "purely 
vei^f'table ■ ' — a couple of Seidlitz powders, a sjX)onlul of -nhs and a lar^e 
d(^ of oil. All lie needs, accordinf^ to bis nv\?i views of prartic«\ is 
sometbin:; to relieve In- liowels. If 1 couid ouly have a good openiiioa, 
says be, J know 1 wpuld be better. 

You find ont- \*.lio has been siek several days. His face looks sharp. 
His thirst is uncontrollable. His lips are dry and pnrebeti, bis lon^ue 
red .a ibe lip and often fissured. He lells you he has taken medicine, 
but nothing will oj>erate on his bowels as it should do ; that bis discbar^ges 
are too frequent, or else he has no discharges at all. Sometimes yea 
will find him in a ^ood deal of pain, lying on bis back with his koecs 
drawn up. Examme his stools, and perbsps you will find they coa> 
tain mucus streaked liberally with bkxxl. Probably while you are widi 
him be rises to stool, and after straining ineflTectually ibr some time, goa 
to bed to rise again in a few minutes. He rises agaki and again, wiib 
as little success as at first, and in great agony. He is very restless, and 
growing more so. His toes are at times cold, but he don't speak of iu 
In additkm to the cases in which arise the symptoms we have mentioned, 
there are those where we find coldness and blueness of the skin, ciainray 
perspiratbn, weak pulse or no pulse at all, anitious and sighing respira- 
tion, intense lumbar and abdominal pains, great restle^^snes?, ur^vni 
thirst, cramps, retching and vomitin!i. Some of these cases prove rapidly 
fatal, unless the conizestinn of internal oicnn^ is S|ieedily removed. As 
{h\^ !nnv «4enerallv be dojje, and arcoidini; to our experience uiib 
pi (ini[>iness anti ceilaintv. we will not dwrll longer on this pari ot our 
subject, but proceed as briefly as possible to a consideratioa of ibd 
treatment. 

IVcatment. — Quinine first and last is indispensable, eottnter-irritation 
often necessary, and purgatives, somewhat ncuvo, occasionaliy beucficial. 
Notwithstanding the benefit to be obtained frtMU other remedies, they 
are nearly all adjuvants, or secondary in use to quinine. Purgalires 
nearly always aggravate the dysenteric symptoms, unless the coogestkm 
has first been broken up by quinine ; and where mtestinal torpor and 
coostipatioo exist, dose after dose of active purgatives nuy be exhibit- 
ed without producing the desired effect. But after a few libeni doses 
of quinine have been adminbtered, a very mild purgative will geoerally 
produce a speedy dislodgroent from the bowels, attende<l by a marked 
amelioratkxi, and sometimes by an entire removal of all the worst 
symptoms. If the skin was cold and the respiration impeded and difii> 
cult, with pains in the bowelsi small and laboring pulse» nausea and ei* 
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eesnve tbirst, our plan was to use the warm foot-bath, mdered itfme 
stimolating by an arlditkm of cayenne pepper. After nibbing well the 
iaetand legs with a hot fktnneK mustard was applied to them, and heated 
stones placed at the loot-board to secure wannih. A large hot poultiee 
of mustard was next applied over the stomach and bowels, and as soon as. 
the patient spoke of warmth, or complained of pain* or the skin gave signs 
of approaching redness and irritation, the following was given^R. Gum 
camphor, quinine, aa grs. x. ; sul. morphine, gr. |. Tliis was repeated 
every hour till four closes had heen given, omitting afit-r the first dose tlie 
mor[>hine, and substltutinfj in litMi of il two «^rains of tlu^ ptilv. ipecac, 
com. Gpnerally, the patient was '-ooii 'itiu^l and conilorlable. The 
skin became more moist, the pulsr fVeer and fuller, and a disfXJsilion to 
sleep was fn (]ii.'nily soo!i uiatiiioied. There was nearly always somt; 
impainneui Uom the quinine, of the furjciions of siu;lil and hearing, but 
the patients were generaliv too romfonal)Ie otlierwise, to meution any 
distnrhniu e wuliout atleruioii w as directed lo it. 

Alit'i ihu congestioji was broken up, small doses ol ihe l>lue luass, or 
calomel, combined with Dover's powder, and followed, after several po- 
tions had been given, by a free dose of castor oil, were sufficient to re- 
store fully the secretions of the skin and liver, and unkmd amply the 
intestines. Where extreme irritability of the stomach was present, eon- 
tni«indicating by its vblenee, and through the vomiting induced by it, 
the administration of quinine in the ordinary way ; a large blister was 
applied, and iiijectbns of the sulphate resorted to, during the process of 
fesication. As soon as the blister was well formed and filled, the qui- 
nine injections were suspended, and the blistered surface denuded of 
its cuticle, and sprinkled liberally with quinine and morphine— one to 
two drachnns of the ibrmer and two grains of the latter. The good 
effect of quinine was as apparent in these cases as in others, though the 
mode of nd ministering is far more disagreeable, both to physician and 
patient. Where no sudden danger was likely to arise, hut where intesti- 
nal congestion evidently existed, and where the condition of the liver 
and the loaderl state of the bowels seemed to dem iiui the alterant and 
puriia live effects of mercurials, we used calomel combined with quinine 
as follows : — K. Quinine, grs. v. ; calomel, <^rs. iv. ; i|)ecac.. opiurn, aa 
gr. ^. This was given every two and a lialf hours till four doses were 
taken. After the lapse of two hours, castor oil \\ as ^iven, or injections 
resorted to and coiituuK'd till free and full evacuation was procured. 
Much larger doses of (juuilne were frequently given. Sometimes twenty 
to thirty grains were administered, and the doses repeated with good 
effect. During the disease the patients were kept on gum, elm, and 
barley water* A mild mucilaginous diet was adopted daring convales- 
cence. After the congestion was subdued, irritations of the boweb 
sometimes showed a disposition to be troublesome, but the affectwn geoe- 
fsUy ^ave way befiNB the usuarinode of treatment. 

This is the main part of our treatment, having cKcloded from the nar- 
ration many minor points, which are so iamiliar to physicians in every- 
day practice, and so seldom omitted by them, that they scarcely justify 
inseftion. The tnatment only substantiates what has ofieo beeo proved 
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belbre: that symptoms viewed abne, are often masked and mislead bv 
being so ; thai the only safe and scient'^ plan of practice^ '» to investi- 
gate the cause df disease, analyse the true nature and origin of the 

symptom?, and ih^n, to make his lancet, his opium, his calomel, his 
quinine, S;imp>t)n? in turn, or in comhintition, as the causation aodooodi* 
Cioa oi eack iudi vidua! case may reijuixie.-— ff^lem LamcU, 



ON THE RECIPROCAL AGENCIES OP MIND AND MATTER. 

IConll«a«d from pafa aOB.] 

In ca^es of mun^ler, the fashionable plea of insanity or monomania is 
constantly adopted by the counsel for ilie defence, and in a great ma- 
jority of instances with success, partly on the score of humaniiy, and 
partly in consequence of the prevalent modem aniipaihy to punishmem 
by death. It is not, of course, my province to enter on a discuaiQi 
of the validity of this perpeiuil pleR* Each ease must rest on the is* 
dividiial fiClB which apfiear on the triaL Justice sfaoold iioc» bomni^ 
enccanb lo misplaced lenity, or to legal ingenuity ; nor dmukl a nnikr 

coQsideiation for the murderer raaeue him from the RtonsiM , 
whicsh the Inble audionMB and the legislature demandk | 

In alki&g to the plea of monomania, many persons oooaider it lo W ' 
a state m which the mbd is perfectly sound except on one particalir 
subject; and this eoostruction would appear occasionally toharebsv 
eubstantiaied hy cases which have been recorded. The barrier, however, 
between sanity and insanity is not so entire but that some few breaches 
may be detected. It is, in fact, only a species of moral insanity ; but 
the erroneous impression on one particular point is so strongly msiktdi 
as to throw the general character of the mental alienation in the shade. 
The mind is concentrated on one object or train of ideas so that the 
insanity is partial. It manifests itself sometimes In a propensity to ihefi, 
sometimes to ai-son, sometime? to homirido ; and the subjection of such 
a criminal to legal pun isiunenl must depend 00 the general evidetioe of . 
consciousness of action. 

Some persons are only gniliy of feloiTv when under the iiifi i nceof 
spirituous liquors, and then become dangerous to society. A *^iie^iion 
naturally presents itself wheilier such person can be legally d»'tHinetiin ; 
an asylum. I have known si veral instances of this ; and a ]»aiifnl b 
at this time under confinement in one of the asylums of which I am the 
visiting physician, who uuempted to murder his wife, but in whom uo 
evidence of insanity is discernible under the regimen and diet of the in- 
stitution. A prisoner is now in Clielmsford gaol, and has been there 
for the last fifteen years, for murder, under the influence of intoxicalioB ^ 
and passion ; and though he was acquitted at the trial, on the grouad | 
of insanity, be never evinces it now. If, however, a man, under the in- I 
fluence of ungovernable anger, has either taken, or attempted to lake, 
the life of a fellow creature ; or, if prone to inioxicationi and when 
toxicated, his selPoontrol and reason are not sufficient to restrain him 
from homicide, public Safety demands his confinemeoU He suhjeco 
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himself, when at liberty, loooe of the leading physical causes of insanity^ 
and becomes insane, being only sane during the lucid intervals of so- 
briety. Such subjects^ Baron Garrow told me, ought undoubtedly to be 

uoder restraint. 

To return, however, from this digression on mpdical jurisprudence, let 
us take a short view of mental puihology : and here science receives a 
check, and pliilosophy is sta[jt^^ered — for whilst extensive nerroscopic 
examinations furnisli a vast variety of disease in the encephalon of the 
lunatic, many instances of confirmed and protracted insanity can be ad- 
difced, in winch no vestige of disease could be detected, and where all 
the ravings auti distorted features of this fell disease liave passed away, 

'* And, like the ba»ele»9 fabrir of a vision, 
Ldl Ml ft tvndt faahiad 1 » 

How is this? Has the perturbed tenant left its cell without injuring 
its [nateriat encasement ? Has the sword lost its edge, and rusted in its 
scabbard, without the scabbard participatino in the ravage of time and 
circumstance? What can we say in answer to this query, but that 

*' There are more (hings in beav a sod earth 
TIM MB diwMt «ria our phOoMphy." 

Amongst the principal diseases of the brain in the subjects of insanity, 
aie>^videoee of inflammation and its sequelae in the tunica arachnoi- 
dea and pia mater, viz. : thickenings ; serous initiation ; and more or 
less Tascutarity ; injected state of the brain and its convohttions ; mor- 
bid changes both in its cortical and medullary substance, with increased 
firmness of consistence of both. In othera, a softening of the substance ; 
semm in the lateral ventricles ; changes in the nerves proceeding from 
the brain ; the bones of the cranium thickened, and harcier than is usual, 
with inequalities in the cranial cavity ; alterations in the structure of the 
pineal gland and the annular protuberance, &c. Many other appear- 
ances have been represented as existing ; for, as has been observed by 
Esquirol, The inspection of bodies of lunatics o^rs numerous varie- 
ties as to situation, number, and kind of morbid appearances. Tlie le* 
sions of the encephalon arc, however, neither in relation to the disor- 
ders of the mind, nor to the maladies complicated with it. Some luna- 
tics, whose menTal and bodily disease had L'ivfn siis|)icion of extensive 
organic lesion, have presented hut slight clian^^'s of structure in tlie 
brain : w liilst others, whose symptoms liad been less severe, have been 
the sul)jects of great and numerous alterations. But what disconcerts 
nil our theories [he adds] is, that hot unfrequently, even in the in-iaace 
of pniicnt-^ who have passed throu!!;h all the stages of insanity, and 
have lived many years under dejaii<;emenl, no organic changes what- 
ever have been traced, either in the brain or its containing membranes." 

Dr. Millingen expresses himself of the same opinion, and still further 
observes : — " All the organic lesions found in the insane may be also 
observed in sul^ects who have been free from mental alienation ! 

Dr. Haslam details the morbid appearances on the dissection of 38 
cases, in aU of which there was moro or less structural disease. Mr, 
Lawrence detected the same in 100 consecutive cases that came under 
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his inspef tioii ai li<*ihlem. Mr. Davt<=oii, iht* hou^p-^^urireon at the I^an- 
ca-stpr Asylum, afl^n* n r.in'fnl exaniiiKUion of more than 200 palienis 
who in thai ili)>|>ilal. says lhat lie scarcely met with a J^intile in- 
siance in wliicli Iraccs of disease in the brain or its meinbranta were 
not evidpfii : the pia mater and the conical sohsiance were the p?}rts 
most iVccjuoully dtsea^cd. Dr. Conolly is, I hclieve, ul liie same opinion. i 

It would he easy lo recount an extensive catalogue ol anatomists and 
patliolo<(ists who have favored ut with the resuhs of their researches, j 
aod with their commeDts and infereiices. Martinet appears to have coo- 
nected the symptoms which have nMunfested themselFea during life widi 
the appearances which ha?e presented after death, as clearly and con- 
cisely as most auihon. 

In cases of insanity consequent on physical causes, such as inebiietj, 
blows on tho head, Slc, it is most probable thai they arise froin a gpeaier 
or less degree of inflammation of the brain or its membranes; aod so 
far I entirely agree with Bayle, to whose authority, from his reseaicfaoi 
and practical knowledge acquired at the Asyhitii at Charentoo, mneb 
respect is due ; and that such cases, when early submitted, yield to the 
treatment, in accordance with his theory, is a stroncr proof of its cor- 
rectness. Dumas, Calmeil, Vogel, and other high authorities, entertained 
similar (ipini(jns. Hatfield was acquitted on the plea of insanity referred 
to a wound in the head, which he received in action. For tlii*; reason, 
when it ran h«' established, in cases of murder or fflonv, that the culprit 
has formerly sustained a wound or injury to the brain, an ac(juitlal oq 
the «j;r(>inid of insanity rf)r the most pint follows. The well-known con- 
secjuencf's of inflammation, wiiich so frequently are observed in ^k^- 
mortem ( Xiunnuitiorn, such as vascularity, ihirkenini;. ethtsion, &r.. cor- 
rohorale the connection of insanity wuh uhai iir tera»s menini^iiis. But 
irritation may also produce it in a high degree, and yet leave no vi>ible 
Testig^. We know that excruciating pain attends neuralgia, and yt i no 
d^nb lesbn in the nerve afl^ted » discoverable ; and, inasmuch as 
the nerves are processes of the brain» surely the analogical inference may 
be admitted. 

Functional disorder may exist in any organ without structural lesion ; 
but although anatomy may shed no light» nor reveal its cause, the ensl- 
ev<-'- of disorder is not to be discredited. 

There may be a maniacal ^/'' ////%!)-}^ as well as a ^louty or acinluloos 
diathesis ; and where the disposition is hereditary, this is most probably 
the case— and then a slight cause will be productive of its manifestation. 

Failing to demonstrate the union of insanity solely with cerebral 
disease, many pathologists sought for elucidation in the viscera ; and the 
praecordla, the intestines, the liver, the spleen, the uterus, &c., have 
in turn sustained the etioloi^ical imputation : and some modem authorities 
refer it to the vascidar system. Pino] iiimself considered xh*^ abdominal 
viscera tnainly implicated, whilst uliieis assign it to the ganglia and sym- 
pathetic system. 

I have already alluded to the action of gastric irritation ; and the fact 
tiuu liy[)0( liondriasis, melancholy, and even ^Liicide, result from the de- 
pression coatiogent on hepatic alfcctions, cannot be doubted or deui«d« 
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The IVequency of diseased liver in luiuitics has lieerj often noticed in 
the autopsy or such patients ; this may, however, have been sometimes 
simply the result of that system of intoxicatioa which has terminated 
in madness, and so extensively induced it. 

lo treating on lunacy, and inasmuch as its etymoloi^y would seem to 
convey that the moon exercises an influence on the disease, and as the 
question is frequently incx)ied, it may noi be inelevHiit to otfer a tran- 
sient notice oi it lo your attention. It has certainly buen generally 
adiiiitted that the changes in the weather and in our system are con- 
nected with those of the moon — an opinion which, wljether true or false, 
fflight naturally originate with men who were necessarily most attentlTe 
ofcKTfen of everything assoeiated with lunar changes, when lunar clianges 
woe their sole alnmnac* In an unletteied age they regulated the roove- 
meots of the shepherd's life ; and whole tribes worshipped this "queen 
of heaven " with abject veneratbn, as presiding over every atmospheric 
pfaenomenon ; and their opinion of her in6uence over our earth was 
piobabie and natural. That the moon has an ^fSocx on the tides of the 
ocean ia undbputed ; and surely it is reasonable to suppose, d |irtori, 
lint an influence so powerful as this must also have an influence over 
atmospheric changes ; and to this day (whether or not arising from an 
indirect operation of the moon) changes of weather more frequently are 
observed to occur at certain lunar periods than at other times* It is as- 
eertained that the mean barometrical pressure attends the 6rst and last 
quarters, while its extremes accompany the new and fidl moon. The 
electroscope also indicates corresponding changes ; and from the obser- 
vations made by Dr. Allen, of the York Asylum, and subsequently of 
Hirrh Beech, amongst hundreds of insane patients for a series of years, 
he told aie that he arrived at the conviction that an excited and unset- 
tled state of mind prevailed more, on an average, at these times than at 
any other. Lunar phases are by many thought to inOuence epileptic 
lunatics, but not to act on cases of mania or dementia. Shakspeare 
says : — 

*' Sure, 'tia an error of the moon, that comes 
Nearer unto the earth than abs w wont, 
And maket men mad i " 

We spoke (in the first lecture) of the effects of atmospheric electricity 
00 the nervous system — and though I willingly concede that the in- 
fluence of the moon, through the medium of any change in the me- 
chanical pressure of iJie atmosphere, is so inconsiderable as not to repay 
OS (or the trouble of its investigation, yet even this lunar influence is 
sdmitted by the best meteorologists of the day. There are few, how- 
ever, who give much credit to the influence of the moon on insane 

The relative proportion of male and female lunatics is a question 
which naturally presents itself when the subject of insanity is before us; 
but a diflerence in opinion prevails in this as well as in most things, 
and the comparative frequency appears to vary in different countries. In 
Great Britain the proportion gently inclines to males. In France to fe- 
oiilei. In Getmany to males. In London and Middlesex to females. 
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in the sum total of lunatics in tlie a'^ylums of various parts of tli? 
civilizetl world, Esquirol calculated 37,8'25 males, and 38,701 fetnaies. 
The equality is remarkable — but when the causes of re^.pecuve liability 
are considered, the balance appears to be equal, lor althou;>li iht^ ner- 
vous susceptibilities of women may subject the softer sex to a «rreater 
incurMuu ul iijoial in^aiuiy, die proneness to ioebriety in man (acknow- 
ledged, as it is, to be so fre(juent a physical cause) would give Lheui liie 
predominance. Alienation of mind is observed, however, aC an earlier 
in females, and the uterine functioas undoubtedly subject them lo a 
hrgd exdutive additioiMl liability : — tbey am abo more under the in* 
fiuence of superstition, and einotton from differeot causes; but thn 
their mlndB are less subject to the ravages of apeculation and perplex* 
iog ))ecuniary negociations, intense thought, and its anxieties. Tbe pn- 
doininanoe of tbe malady in men in England may be partly attiibotaUe 
to tbe women being more soundly and religiously educated, to tbeir 
being more domestic, and less subjected to tbe excitements of gaiety and 
mixed society than in France. On this principle it may be exptaiaed 
why celibacy presents a preponderance of lunatics over persons in mar- 
ried life. When persons are married, h jeu est faii ! and therefore 
they are more settled, and exempt from those hopes and fears, those 
disappointments and anxieties, wiiich are a perpetual source of eidis- 
ment to the young and single, who have not yet turned ovm the prin- 
cipal leaf in the book of life. The statistics as to the aa:es in which 
insanity prevails (which is from 20 to 40), may moreover be admitted in 
evidence' of the prcvalenre of passion and emotion as inducive of tuaiiia 
It may be ditlicull, however, lo say at what a^^e reason usurps ht^ 
sway over passion, and subjugates her. Sufhce it to observe that r« u ab- 
jects are. more revolting than the silver livery of advi$ud a^e," so 
poliuled Willi morbid juvenile propensities. 

Poiwni tit jtn eiTf « vis«fie tevidi 
Alulln nun sine risu 
DilajwBRi in diient fiicam.'' 

This is, howeveri not an infrequent type of nmU nuamijf. As t 
general rule it may be held that mania in all its forms of excitement 
appears chiefly in early life, melancholia in middle life, and dementii 
towards tbe close : the form of insanity varying much with the respect- 
ive temperament of the individual, and mostly imbued with tbe heredi- 
tary taint. 

Be this as it may, our passum may be conndertd the chief oniMt of ta- 
ianiiyy producing stimulating or depressing e&cts, which act most gene- 
rally both on our physical functions and our mental faculties This ciicum* 
stance explains tne extreme rarity before, and the common prevalence of 
madness after puberty, when our relative social condition exposes ns to 
the influence both of our natural passions and their artiBcial aberratioes* 
When intensity of thought has brought on incoherence, such a confu- 
sion prevails in the mental impressions, that no distinct recollection of 
former circumstances appeal's to exist. Hence the fact, thai subjects 
who have been insane from disappointment in their fondest attach- 
ments rarely mention tbe name of the object of their love. Wbea 



Digitized by Google 



bwmiiif. 369 

they do recollect the person's name, and appear to be grieved when it 
is mentioned (however Tioleot their outbreakings may be) we may en- 
tertain die most sanguine hopes of recovery. A young man, the only 
SCO f his widowed mother, and to whom he was most piously attacli- 
ed, was suddenly restored to sanity on beinj^ loudly and abruptly lold 
that his mother was dead ! He burst into a flood of tears, was awakened 
to a '=pnse of his temporary delusion, and reason regained her seat. 
The s.'iisoiinin in mania is so susceptible, that violent action may restore 
sanity or may extinguish vitality ; but such sudden teraiinatioas are rare 
occurrences. The duration of it is exiremely various. It may remit or 
intennit, and these duraiiyn- of excitement constitute what are termed 
" hicid intervals. ' The patient appears to be restored, but the ray of 
light is. often transient and fallacious. It is nevertheless cheering to ob- 
serve the li<i;ht of reason breakinc: in upon the benighted mind, evincing, 
as it does, that thougli reason may have abdicated her throne for a while^ 
her restoration is not only probable, but at hand. 

After a careful consideration, it appears, as Dr. Burrows observes, 
that the prognosis may be summed ap in the following order. 

Recovery may be anticipated in pi oportion to the youth of the patient, 
and the recentness and comparative mildness of the attack. 

The chances of recovery are greatest in the first attacks, and diminish 
with each subsequent invasion, and with the duration of the disease and 
advanced age of the patient. 

Mania is eured most frequently — next, melancholy and monomania — 
lastly and the least, dementia and fatuity. 

Melancholia is difficult of cure in proportion to the decree of depres- 
sion — a dread of poverty, of poison, and perverted ideas of religion, indi- 
cating an obstinate disease. 

Chronic insanity seldom recovers. 

Puerperal mania generally. 

Insanity with a ])ropensity to suicide is a favorable form, if recent, 
and rrnin J inuler early treatment. 

Acute dementia is curable — chronic dementia and insanity not so. 

Hereditary predisposition protracts and diminishes the chances of re- 
covery, but does not entirely prevent it. 

Relapses are, however, more to he expected when it exists. 

An amendment of pei-sonal appearance attended by improvement in 
mind, indicates recovery. 

When the insane preserve or acquire all their physical functions, and 
eat and rest well, presenting their osuil appearance udthoui recovering 
their facidticsj recovery is hopeless. 

Insanity caused by excessive study, by the slow operation of moral 
emotions, or attended by hallucinations, by pride, &c., is seldom cured. 

Complications with apoplexy, paby, and epilepsy, are incurable and 
fatal. 

Men are more liable to relapses than women, and one half of all re- 
lapses occur in the first three months after recovery. 

[To Im aoHtlMMd.1 
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REMARKS ON THE CIRCULATION OF THE BLOOD AND NUTRmOR, 
WitbaTkBDilitfioaoraBAflklelramtlie **Coai|i4ctRMdH^ of October, 1851. 

BT JAMBS BBr*ii» H.D., PBOr, OF nifTITIFTKS IBD WmmCAh JVBUrBVDBBCB IB P«IU> 

OBLPHIA COLLBOB OP IfBOICIIIB* 

IComniiuilCAtad for tli* BmIob ll«illcal and flwflail Joontl.] 

I AH convinced that further progress in physblogy roust come from tbe 
animal or vegetable kingdom, as comparad with man. Pathology has 
been well cultivated during the last half centurf, io the human subject, 
by Andral, Louis, all the Broussaists, and almost eveiy writer of noley 
during that period. Patliobgy muit go to the lower animals, beginning, 
perhaps, with the domestic, to extend its boundaries. Who b ready to 
extend our informiition, for example, into the region of the diseases of the 
horse ? Hippopathology has received a noble contribution from Percival. 
of England ; who will take the lead in the same subject, thb side of 
the Atlantic ? 

|3ut to return. Anininls and insects must now be the means of ad- 
' vancin'i our knowledge nf the heaUhy functions of tlie human system. 

Dul'our lias proved, as tlie French sny. incontestabl v, that the mucus 
which lilies tlie air passages of insects, plays an impoitnnt n»le in the 
function's of these passai^es. The same tiling is doubtless tlie case in th<; 
human subject, both in the air passa^^es and the diiiestin^ orj^ans. A 
very cursory cxaniuiauon of the (jualiiies of liealihy mucus, and the coft- 
dilions under which it is secreted, tOL'ether with the efiects of its prema- 
ture removal, will show lijat it is important, if not essential to digesiiou 
in all its stages. 

The disputed territory connected witli the circulation of the blood, 
that between the radicles of the veins and arteries, mdependent of the 
capillaries, must be investigated in the lower order of animals — ^whers 
nature appears to perform all her dissections, in every possible variety of 
form, for our special investigation. 

M. Eifiile Blanchard (commission, Dumeril, Flourens, and Milne 
Edwards) says that it has long been known, that silk worms whk:h est 
the broken leaves of madder, produce red or rosy. cocoons. [We saw 
some beautifol moth cocoons yesterday, found among some party-colored 
worsted, which had every color of the worsted, and the colon appeared 
to have been arranged by the worm with a view to effect.—^. B.] 
Those which were fed on indigo leaves, he also says, produced blue co> 
coons ; but no anatomical researches had as yet been instituted on these 
worms. At the Scientific Congress, held at Genoa, a few years since, 
Professor Alessandrini, of Bologna, states that he found the traches of 
worms that had been fed on indigo leaves, of a blue color. He stated 
the fact widtouf being able to explain it, engaging his colleagues to re-* 
peat the experiment. M. Bassi, who was charged with the Hury, an- 
nounred. tlir frllowin:^ year, that worms which had eaten coloring mat- 
ters had tiieir tracheae colored ; but that the color was not fotmd in tiie 
Ulterior of the air tubes, but between the membranes which constituted 
their parietes. 

** On hearinfi; of these researches, they appealed to me of suriicieat 
importance to be repeated. 1 therefore took a certain number of eater- 
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pillars, particularly those of ihe Papillon paon — de jour (Vanessa lo). and 
|)|;ire(l them in two boxes, one with ilie hroken leaves of madder and the 
other with indigo leaves. After continuing this diet for sonie days, I 
dissected several ot lu) caterpillars, and was convinced that some pre- 
st'iiud rosy nnd otluTs blue traclieae ; the viscera and muscles having 
preserved ilu-ii iiaiural color. This corresponded with the experiments 
of Bassi ; but I desired to make them more complete. Many caterpil- 
lars have a kind of green bloody or brownish green, whkh » unfavorable 
to the observance of the influence of coloring matters, introduced through 
the oigans of digestion. Now, although I do not suppose that tlie color 
of the blood of my caterpillars interfered with that observed in the tis- 
sues, yet 1 preferred using those whose blood and' tissues are colorless. 
Tbe Isrvs of the Melolonthes (M. vulgaris) appeared nearest to this 
condition. Having placed several larvs in a vessel containing broken-up 
leaves of indigO) and others in one containing those of madder, I observ- 
ed, after several days, that the blood of those which were fed on madder 
was of a msy tint, but the color was feeble; the di^^estive fluids had acted 
les» vigorously here on this substance, than in the larvae of the Lepidnp- 
teres. While as to those which had eaten indigo leaves, their blood had 
assumed a marked blueish tint; and this was perfectly visi!)Ie ihrouffh 
the integuments of the insects. Immediately it was observed that the 
dorsal vessel wa^ tilled with blood perfectly blue, and tile same color was 
observed wherever the blood rireulaled. 

VV hen an insect had been bulij rted to the indigo regimen for two days 
only, the blood became blue. This was easily seen where the blood was 
in abundance, as in the abdominal cavity or in the great dorsal vessel ; 
but between the tissues of tin- iraciif a or elsewhere, the amount of co- 
lorintr matter was so small, thai die lint was very feeble. The blood 
became mute colored by prolonging the diet, and became finally very 
decided ; while neither the viscera or the muscles would be colored — 
these remaining of their usual light color. The respiratory tubes always 
became colored at their base, and grew gradually paler towards their ex- 
tremities. Tbb is explained by the relative amount of coloring matter 
in each place. 

Thus the passage of the blood through the thickness of the parietes 
of the respiratory tubes, as through the general circulation (as 1 have 
shown by mjections), either through the dorsal vessel or through the great 
cavities of the body, exhibits, in the insect full of life, the phenomenon 
of i! ie discoloratioo of the blood.'* 

He proceeds to state that the fluids after digestion in these insects can 
he seen, as they pass into the general circulation and go to and from the 
heart. The intestines and heart with the several vessels would be batlied 
with the blood, colored by the food of the insect. 

The experiments of Lawrence, Coaies and Harlan, of this city, go to 
prove that many substances, whether colored or nof, whiefi are not 
strictly alimentary, are absorbed by the lacleals from the surface of the 

diix^^^tivp tube. 

However strenuously the strict solidist may argue for the non-absorp- 
uoo of medical or non-^alimentary articles, there doubtless is a range 
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within which absorption of even poisons is carried on ia the animal eco- 
nomy. It is found, for instance, that after feediag dogs on butter or oil. 
for a length of time, the chyle is more oleaginous. The use of alco- 
hol is follow ed by its presence in the blood and tissue*?. Hunter and 
many others have discolored the Uoik^'^ of voun!:^ animals by feeding them 
on madder. The blood was no doubt previoti-lv atfected bv the article 
eaten hy tIk* animal. There can be little doubt liiit that the uood whlcls 
follows tile use of co(L4iver oil. in phthisic;il patient;?', results from the 
following cireuuislances. I. The absorption of the oil, y/er sc., withoul 
any digestion, consefjuontly without any expenditure of vital force. 2. 
Its deposit in the ti'^^iues, Irotn tiie lilood, suppIyiuL'' that verv ne( es^aiy 
article (oil) to the emaciated tissues of the paiudi. Th ii ilu>tslhe 
case, and that no difjestion of the oil is necessary, is piovcd by i lie cases 
reported by Dr. Tliompson. where the endenuic method was resorted to 
on account of the debilitated or diseased condition of the digestive organs. 
Dr. Klenke says, " I shaved some young dogs, and rubbed tbem villi 
cod-liver cmI twice daily, for three weeks. At tbe end of thb time they 
were In as good condition as dogs to whom oil had been internally 
administered ; their bile was found as rich in fat, and their chyle equally 
charged with corpuscles without nuclei*' Dr. Thompson says of a 
patient, whose weight had been reduced from 105 to 97 pounds, under 
tbe internal use of the oil— that he prescribed, *^a8 a liniment, three 
ounces of cod-liver oil, an ounce of sal volatile, half a drachm of oil oC 
lavender, Bve grains of opium; half to be rubbed in, night and moroing. 
In a fortnight improvement commenced, and in two months her led^ 
had risen to 104 pounds" 

Should the results above stated, of the external application of oily or 
nutritious articles to the general cutaneous surface, be con6rnied by fur- 
ther experiments, we may expect important changes in the treatment ol 
many aiscases, which all'ect the digestive functions, or those of respira- 
tion. Darwin's idea of feeding a man through his skin, by placini^ him 
three tiim s n day in a milk bath, will be no longer considered as an 
imaginary fact. In addition to this, if nvnlirnferl nrtirles nf nutrition may 
be thus introduced, we may allow the internal jjurlai « s to rest for a Ions 
time from their functions, hv transferrins those functions to the skin 
Hutchers arc generally fat, btit ai'e not eonsiclcied great eaters. Those 
who work about and io oil, are also fat and small eateis. 



DISLOCATIONS OF TH£ FEMUE. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Sir,— Should any additional testimony be required to convince the sttf- 

g'cal public of Prot Nathan Sinitli*s mode of reducing the dislocated 
raur, I give you leave to publish the (blbwing extracts from my notes, 
taken at New Haven while attending his lecttires in 1817^16. 

" Now I believe it may be laid down as a principle in all surgical 
operatbns, that great force is never necessary, and that if moderate force 
does not ^ect our purpose the ibroe b misapplied, or applied io a wroog 
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(iirection ; and. in redtu in dislocated hones, if the strength of one man 
does not efil'ci the reduction, it is btfcause the force is applied in a wrong 
direction ; for I hold il as a maxim never to be departed from, that ma- 
chinery should never be aj)plied to reduce a fractured or dislocated bone. 
.Now, if we reflect on the w ay and manner in wliich bones are dislocated, 
we shall find that it is on the principle of the lever. The limb is forcibly 
carried in such a direction as the joint will not suffer il to move in, only 
to a certain distance; and if impelled beyond iliai point, the bone must 
break or dislocate ; and, in reducing the dislocation, the long shaft of the 
booe must be used as a Jever to return the articular head of it to its 
fixmer situation. The proper mode of applying force, and all that is 
necessary in reducing a dislocation, is to supply a fulcrum, as near the 
head of the booe as (Mssible, and then with the hand to move the limb 
io such a direction as to bring the bead of the bone into its proper situa- 
tion. This mode lias been practised in cases where it was not possible 
to reduce the bone in any other way. I refer to dislocations of the lower 
jaw. We are directed to place the thumb on the lower jaw in the 
mouth, near the coronoid process, while we raise the chin, which must 
depress the head of the bone and bring it into place. But in no other 
bone have 1 seen this principle recognized. In a rase in wliich the head 
of the femur was on the innominntum, I brought the knee up to the breast 
and reduced it, while all tlu; pulling I had previously tried had no effect 
— nor will it have in any case, it must be reduced by having the bone 
act as a lever." 

"When the heafl of the hone is in the thyroid hole it may be reduced 
by apply ifii^ ii fulcrum to the neck of the femur, at the angle, and then 
by hrin^in;^ the knee inw ard, il will |)ass into its natural situation. When 
llie ijead of the l)one lies on the innoniinatum, the linih should bo bent a 
little inwuni. and raised towards the breast, till it eiuers the socket." 

As Prof. Smith was universally known as a popular lecturer, and as 
he lectured subsequently at Burlington, Vermont, it surprises me very 
much that principles so long and extensively promulgated, should have 
been forgotten. " N<m verrontJ* Voors, &c. 

JS^anstead, C. K, Nov. I M, 1851. M. F. Colby, M.D. 



QUACKERY— WORM SRCD OIL. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sir, — Called Sept. 16th, to May, slave of David C. E., aged 6 
years, who presented the followin^^ syiTijitnTus : Deep, heavy, stertorous 
breathing, accoinj)anitMl by a very peculiar rattle, as if there was a hall 
rolling loo^e in the trachea : puUc small, wrak, frequent and leeljle ; 
eyes insensible to li<;ht, or eveii external objects; convulsive moveuienis 
of the riglit half of the Ijodv : extreiiiilies cold ; any attempt at degluti- 
tion threatened instant sniHir iiion. Counter-irritant medicated baths 
and eneuiti, 6lc., were employed. The followini^ day the syuiptoms 
were same in ciiaracter, but less in degree. Thirty-six hours from the 
onset of the case^ it terminated fatally. 
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On inquiry into the history of the case, an ounce vial was shown the 
writer, partially filled with what purported to be " worm seed oil," which 
had been obtained from a person in a neighboring village (by the father 
of my patient, against the statutes of the State, he being also a fbve), 
who combines in bis own distinguished person the various trades of phy- 
sician, surgeon, druggist, toothpuUer, patent-pitl roaott^turer, cocncotier, 
biologist, pettifo^er, agent nr collection, &c* be. The remedy wis 
directed to be given, in doses of fifteen drops, until the wonns weie ex- 
pelled. 1 do not know as I understood what was to be done piofided 
the child contained no worms, but I do know that the remedy was ad* 
ministered and death resulted. Was the dime of the druggist moRkr, 
manslaughter, or homicide ? 

J send you n rrport of the above, simply because I believe that were 
the public better informed of the disastrous results of quackery, we should 
hear less of it. I remain, Youn, P.T.T. 

Buchanan Co,,Jlio.t Aoe. Ut^ 1851. 



THE TREATMENT Ol CROUP. 
BY BTStUEH T&ACT, M.O., WOECSSTSR, MASS. 

(ComHuniiettM for Ik* Bwim Mwlfeal «i4 SnigloU io«iiial.j 

Mt method of treating this disease differs very essentially from thit 
lecommended by medical wiiters, and from that practised, so far ss I 
can learn, by most physicians. 1 believe it to be very greatly superior* 
In its favor (pardon me) 1 can at least say that I have never jel hid 
the unhappiness to witness a liital tennination in any patient of mine, al- 
though 1 have had numerous cases where the formation of the &lse 
membrane had made very considerable progress. 

The peculiarities of my treatment consist in the external remedies 
used ; the first of which is the placing of the patient in a warm sod 
dry atmosphere. When called to a case of this disease, I inimediaiely 
order that tlie air of the room shall be made of a tempemtore as high 
as from 80^ to 90^. Tlie air should be dry as well as warm. This 
I consider essential. No person ever yet caught cold " while in a 
warm and dry atmosphere ; but in a warm and moist one, multitudes 
have Hone so. A sudden rise in temperature immedialely after heavy 
rains fills thn air with moisture, and often causes colds to be epideruic. 
i liardly need to ndi] thnt I have not much opinion of warm baths in 
these cases, I have never found them as beneficial as the dry uww 
air. The theory 1 will not here meddle with. 

No one wlio lias never wilnes^ed liie elfect of this warm dry air in re- 
lieving the severity of tlie symptoms in croup, can form any idea of lU 
salutary influence. It is so powerful, that if I were to take my choice 
between a lemj)erature of 60° oi G3 even, of ordinary moisture, and all 
other known rcwnedies, or the one named above with no other remedy, I 
should prefer the latter. I believe it is fm the want of due atienliotttO 
this matter ttiat croup hu^ been auJ :>uli la so fatal a disease. Thn 



Digrtized by Googl 



Smith's Operative tSurgery* 375 

stnte nnd temperature shouM be mnintained without inleitnissioOi until 
the disease has nearly or quite disappeared. 

My next remedy is the extensive application to the throat, breast and 
neck, of a flannel wet with iliis hniment, viz. : — R. Ol. olive camph., 5 jss.; 
aqua ammon, quad., J j. ; M. deinde adde, tinct. opii, 5 jss. ; ol. turpen- 
tine, § j. If the child is very youn^, or the skin very thin, there may 
be occasion for some care lest a too severe iniiauoii is excited by this ; 
luudeiaLc blibiering does no harm. A dry flannel should cover the wet 
one. 

The internal remedies I have used have varied with the severity of 
die attack, and the strength and constitution of the patient. In respect 
to them, treatment has nothing peculiar, unless it he in this^that I 
do not find it necessary to press them as severely as is often recommended 
and practised* The mel, scilL com p., ipecac, i pecac. and antimony, calo> 
mel and antimooj, have all been used, but the latter not for several 
years. I usually produce speedy vomiting with some of the above arti- 
cles, and afterwards give them in (j^uantity just sufficient to keep op 
oiosea 90 long as febrile action continues, onaking use of castor oil to 
move the bowels when necessary. 

The advantages of the above method are, first, that it is much more 
speedy and effectual in putting a stop to the progress of the disease ; 
and second, that the strength of the patient not being so reduced, he is 
much more surely and much sooner able to throw off whatever of false 
membrane may have been formed. 

Navembery 1651* 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON. DECEMBER 5, 1851. 



Smithes Operative Surgery. — Henry H. Smith, M.D., of Philadelphia, 
is the author of a system of surgery, based upon the practice of the sur- 
ceoos of the United States, and comprisiDg a bibHograpbical index and 
historical record of many of their operations, for a period of two hundred 
years, illustrated by numerous and beautiful steel plates. The volume is 
divided into two parts, embracing seventeen ehaplers, which are carefully 
^n(] rnfihodically wrillcn. A hisiorv of surgery in genern! is followed by 
papers on elefTteritnrv np( rations and ihosc connected wiih operations on 
the head. Soiue chupier> treat of the means of nrresiini,'' htemorrhntje ; 
operaiionsi on tiie eye and its appendages; and on the mouth and bones of 
the face. We have scarcely yet done more than examine the general 
character of the volume, but such examination has convinced us that it is 
a book alike creditable lo the author and the country. It is truly an 
American book, and as such we are glad to receive it. There is material 
in great profusion in the large cities of the United States, for producing a 
^frio« of prnctical guides in all the departments of metiirine ; h\]\ such 
material h;i> been too nuich undervalut d or overlooked, in the ardor to 
seize upon fureijjn productions. It sliould \>c both a mailer of ambition 
and pride to show the old world that the profession hero has been making 
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advances in medicine and surgery, and Dr. Smith has done this in regvd 
to the latter. Messrs. Lippincolt, Grambo & Co., of Philadelphia, tw ibe 
publishers, and they have brought out a fine typographical specimen of 
work. 



Pereira's Materia Medica. — Any attempt to augment the repuuiiiorj of j: 
the esiabliahtJ work on the Elements of Materia Medica and Therapeu- |; 
tics, by Jonathan Tereira, M.D., might will be considered as unnecessary, y. 
But to give publicity to the feet that the author has actually enlarged BDd 
improved the present edition, the third from the American pre&s, by adding i 
a notice of most of the medicinal substances in use in the civilized wsiM, 
will no doubt gratify the profession. Messrs. Blanchard & Lea^of PbiU- i 
delphia, have issued the nrst volume, a splendidly printed book, a massire 
Oftavo of pages. They state that the demand for this new edition has 
induced ihem to issue the tirst vohime separately — at the same time ao- i 
nouncing that the second, already in press, receiving important correcliooi ] 
and revisions, may be expected in July or August of 1852. It is really 
an encyclopedia of this branch of medicine — every leaf being evidence 
the profound leseaichee of the author, and the fiuthfohDett of the Amsricii 
editor, Dr. Carson. The illustrations give a peculiar interest to tin itn. 
Unlike a major part of the trealiees embmcing the same circle of know* 
ledge, this is a book of variety. AU nature has been under contribation 
for materials, which h;ive undergone such examination and been subjected 
to so many to^ts, that nothin*? is left in douht, and each statement maybe 
considert 1 n liable. Of course, with a reputation already established, the 
demand will be active for the forthcoming edition, which, as usual, may 
be found at the bookstores of all the principal ciiies in the couuiry. 



Theory of Respiration. — How unceaj5ing:]y the world rolls on, undisiurkJ 
in its orbit, although burdened with vanities. However, as theories vvtiiii; 
nothing, and the friction they produce is rather mental than physical, the 
stability of the universe seems not to be in danger, at present, bowsitr 
terrific the commotion may be among philosophers, from the promnlgatios 
of no?el doctrines or high-sounding crudities. The present age is charac- 
terized by being fruitful in learned nonsense, which some are so bold as (o 
thnist upon the commtmity with a ^trancre confidenre that shadows are 
quite as irood as solid materials. In medicine more than in an}' thing e!«. 
and of late in physiology, the adventurers lor public favor are raullipiyin?. 
80 that it is soniLtiines ditiicult, at iirst, to delect the true from the faUe, 
the worthy from the unworthy. 

Mrs. Witlard, a venerable instructress in a female seminary at Troy, 
N. Y., who has acquired a reputation to be proud of for her success in m : 
highest departments of female education, seems to entertain an ambidos , 
to cultivate another domain, and to surprise and astonish a part of man* . 
kind, if not the whole, hy the announcement of a neiff fhcory of respiration. 
One of the tirst rjueslions that presents itself to the well-read physiologist 
is — has the lady put forth a solitary new idea ' Somebody think? she 
has, and of such transcendant imporiance, loo, that Mr. Twiss and iilr. 
Fellows have commenced in earnest to collect documentary evidence ofths 
impression the new theory has made on certain minds. But the pith of 
all their labors is foond in these words, viz., The committee would sojr* 
gest that the association memorialise the Legislature, requesting a commis* 
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itoQ be Bpp6tiited to eiamine, experiment and report/' kc. When such 
eoromismon is appointed , we shall doottless be apprised of iti and will not 
itil to inform onr leaders of the fiiet, and who the members are. 



PMe BiMrflil,— For the last two years, the geneid health of the peo- 
ple in this part of the eonntry has been ttnusoally good. There has 
been no prevalent epidemic to alarm the community, and nothing to dis- 
turb the equanimity of the public in regard to dreaded disiempers or in- 
comprehensible diseases. It ^^< prf-tty certain that more credit is due phy- 
sicians for ihis state of ilimgs, than is ordinarily supposed. The science 
and skill ihnt are brought to bear upon cases ot all calculated to excite 
anxiety, and ilie constant etiurls of ihe medical proledsion to collect and 
difliise every iaa or suggestion that may be serviomble in the treatment 
of maladieSf have a tendency to prevent the extension of infectious dis- 
eases, and to seenre the proper tieaiment of all others. With all the 
shades of practice among us, there is enough of skill and scienti^c accu- 
racy interspersed through society to meet exigencies, and prevent much of 
the misciiief of quackery, however adroitly concealed under fascinating 
Dames. 



New JMeilictner.^nquiries are not ttnffeqaently made in respect to the 

last new medicines, as though remedies were perpetually being manufac- . 
tured. This mnv be so with nostrum venders ; but amongr leiritimnte, 
resppctable practitionerSt new medicines " are not entitled to con fKl^ nce 
lill iliev have been subjected to a severe ordeal and receive the sanction of 
the must skiiiui practitioners. 



Medical Schools of Paris. — A correspondent of the fioston Transcript, 

under (late of Nov. 6tb, writes thus — 

" Vc-terday the doors of the renowned Medical School of Paris wore 
tijruwii upen to the crowd of students, which is attracted by iis great ad- 
vantages. The Faculty held a formal session for the distribution of the 
prizes which it oflQsrs to the ambition of the youthful cultivators of science. 
M, Roux, who wields the sceptre of French surgery, delivered the usual 
academic oration. He chose for his subject an eulogy of two illustrious 
names — Boyer, the emperor's surgeon, and Bichat. I wish that my space 
allowed me to gratify your medical readers by quotatioua from these two 
briliiaot biographies.'* 



New Objection to Chloroform. — M. Chailly Honore made the following 
communication to the Medico-Chirurgical Society of Paris, at its second 
quarterly meetin:^ of this year, as reported in VUnion Medicale: — 

A woman who had been delivered for the first time by craniotomy, by 
M. Paul Dubois, and whom I had delivered by the forceps, in her second ac- 
couchement, of a living daughter, fell pregiiuui u third time. Notwithstand- 
ing our urgent advice, she objected to art being had recourse to until the full 
period of this her third pregnancy had come ronnd. The pelvis of ibis 
V iijitn not being more than eight centimetres in diameter, it was not pos- 
sible that this delirery could be effected so easily as her second ; for then 
labor came on eomewhat beibre the full time. The induction of premature 
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labor could alone ofller the best chance of safety, both to the mother and to 
the child. Consequently, we gave it as our advice that this should be 
refiorted to nt the proper {hvip. But this woman, havin^T been under the 
influence or chloroform during the first and second operation?, and not 
having experienced the pains of labor, had not calculated upon ihe sutler- 
ings likely to accrue in her slate. She therefore preferred waiting her 
full time, confident of being delivered without pain, at the sacrifice of her 
child. We could therefore, under these ctreamstances, only yield to the 
wishes of the patient. I applied the forceps, in order to aseare myself tbt 
it was not possible* as in the second labor, to extract the infant alive. This 
time we did not make use of chloroform* in order that the maternal senti- 
ment might b^» aroused, she havinp: refused the rej^oiirce? of art at a lime 
when it would have conduced to the vvp1|.boin;j^ of both mother and child. 
A short use of the forceps soon convinced us of the inutility of their appli -a- 
tion. The lesson was sufficient ; we now gave her chloroform, mai de- 
livered her, as she had been in the first instance, by craniotomy. This 
circa msiance revealed to me an inconvenience of chloroform of which I 
had never dreamt. But I hope that in fatore this woman will anderstsnd 
her duty better, and not, for ber personal interest only, compel us to sicri- 
fice a third infant. 



Health of New OrUam. — The following, from the NewOrleane Medical 
^ and Surgical Journal for November, shows that the past season hasheen 
* one of unusual health in that great city as well as in most other paiii of 

the country. 

"The ao-called * sickly reason ' has passed, and our population, wi:h 
thousands of stranijer.s, are daily pouring in upon us from almost every 
quarter of the compass — all eager to engage in the active scenes of lilt. 
We can assure them that our city, for the Ian six months, has enjoyed a 
degree of good health almost without a parallel in her history ; indeed, 
but a few days since, an aged Creole of the fint municipality, long con* 
nected witli our large cemeteries, assured us that New Orleans had beeo 
blessed with better health the past summer than any season for the la.'i 
fifty years! From the sic^ns and evidences before us, we venture to pre- 
dict, that the day is not very dislarji when epidemic yellow fever cea>e 
to trouble this coininunity, and to clothe half our citizens in the sombr« 
habiliments of mourning for the victims of that dire scourge. Measures 
are being adopted — destined to be fully carried out — which we confidently 
believe will secure to this city a degree of public health equal to thai en* 
joyed by any city in the Union of corresponding population. 

*'Our attendance at the Charity Hospital throughout the season enables 
tts to say, that the diseases generally met with in that great institution 
have been of a mild and manageable character, and but little of a malig- 
nant or pornicious type has been seen in any of ihe wnrds of the hoj-pi^al. 
The deaths have, consequently, been few ; the piT c( titage be iug, perhaps, 
lower than any time since the institution was esiabiished." 



Treatment of Hemorrhoi(U, — In the Ocloher number of ihe Stethoscope. 
Dr. Thweatl records the result of a trial made with nitric acid (ollcinal 
preparation) in this disease. The paiteui iiad been atiiicted with bleeding 
piles, during fifteen years, with a prolapsus recti on each attempt at stooC 
He had au&rgone every plan of treatment. Dr. T. recomiDeDded csuieri* 
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ration with nitric acid, to which he assented. It was done by pencilling 
the lunior*; Mniil it produced n chatinro of color. The opemlion produced 
very liale pain, and the pr\rt^ were dressed with lint and s<*vveel nil. On 
the second day, he was entirely tree from pain ; the piles were less con- 
gested and slig-htly diminished in :size ; the bright red color was changed 
(0 a dirty brown. He was made to strain al stool, which act brought into 
Tienr tumon ritaaled higher in the iiiteetinea. These wefe eaiilerised ae 
the first, a etretoiog, burning pain beiog excited. On the third day* the 
piles were again touched. A short time after the last pencilling, he was 
well; no tumors eith'^r internal or external, and there was no further pro- 
lapse of the gut — Chariesion Medical Journal and Beview* 

TreafmoU of Aneurism by Compression. — Mr. Tutnell, surjreon to the 
City o( Dublin Hospiial, is? the author of a recent work on the treatment 
of aneurism by comprei^sion, with plates of the instruments hitherto em- 
ployed in Dubun, and the recent improvements byelastic pressure. The 
Tork has not been republished in this country* We learn from the Lon* 
don Medical Ghizette that the author sums up the evidence in favor of com- 
pression, by giving a table of 39 cases of nnenrism treated by this method 
in Dublin, during the past year, with the foliowing results : 

'•In thirty of these cases the cure has been perfect and complete. In 
one, cotnpre?sion was discontinued, the aneurism not increasing subse- 
quently ui size. In two, the ligature was resorted to, and the artery lied 
with success, in three, amputatiorj was necessary, each instance being' 
iollonred by recovery. In one case death ensued from erysipelas. And 
two died from co-ezisting disease of the heart." 

Medical Miscellany. — A child was born at La Grand, Greorgia, with 
^vo distinct heads and ncck.«. attached to a single body. It has two spinal' 
columns, and it is supposed a double dij?estive apparatus. — The celebrated 
pnin kiUcr, a secret composition sold extensively in Boston, is said to have 
made the proprietor, a ( leriyyman residing in Providence, R. I., very rich. 
—It is declared that the entire excision ot ihe lower jaw was performed 
upon a girl 11 years of age, at Oswego, N. Y., in 1S49, and the patient is 
still alive and in good health. — Kate Dresser, 39 years old, of Schuylkill 
Co., Pennsylvania, has had more children than most women. The first 
rbild was born in 1829, and the last in February, 1851. She has had 
twins five times* and in February, 1848, had four children at one birth t 
making twenty-one children in twenty-one years, and six children in the 
^pace of eighteen mo7iths ! The four children at a birth were apparently 
iieahhy and well fornjed. One lived about four weeks, another eleven 
months, the third a little over a year, and the fourth, a fine boy, is still 
living. There are now twelve of the whole number living, seven boys 
and five girls ! 

Died,— At New York, Dr. Jame* R. Manley, an old and di»iingaished {[^jrsician. 

Otathi in gotiflw— for the week ending Saturday noon, Nov.t9lli,67.-^tie«,97<— fiBintl<Hi,90. 

\-<KicnJnI, 1 — disease of brain, 1 — l>urii, I — ronsumplion, 15— convuMons, 2 — rroiip, 1 — <trof»sv, 
J— ilropsy of Itraia, 4— tl«>wne<l, I — typlius ticver, I — scarlet fever. 1 — luug fever, b — bnua 
(ever, i-^rlieanMlie few, 1— bsemorrfaage, 1— diseaxe of heart, 4 — intemperance, 1 — infantile^ ft— 
mnra^imrv v^pleurisy, l-^aby, pu«rp«ral, I •la MpqK, S— wrofiila, t— leetbing, 4inMkr, 
1— unkuowii, 2— -ulcer*, 1. 

UiMler ft yearn, 1ft— between 5 and 20 year'*, it— hetwr^eu 20 and 10 veart, 15— between 40 
^T><\ fXi yr^rv, 1? — ovcrHO vrnr-;. 4. A mrrii ms, 31 } fora^gnenSBd childaw of |bm§IM)n|96» 
Tbc atK>ve iuciudcs 7 lieaibs ai lUu (Jiiy iiuuiuiiuuK. 
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StttkmeiU of Ou ^^lsvvf^ersfan(^rf><r hrfv-rm Drs. Ranisay and Iinhtrt$<m.—k\- 
tliuu^k we have uut pies^uted our rcoueis la lull liie liislury ot lim uttpleai^l 
fair l>etweeu these genUemeo, which grew out of some of the proceeam^ at thu 
la»t ineeiiii<( ot ttie American Medical Association . in Charleston, S. C, ye\u 
feorriH of tliem teel a persoiiiil interest in it, atui all of ihem will he ulad lo know 
it IS amicably &eltlecl, we give place lo the ioliowing caul and lelier, the kttei 
first appeurin<i in the Charleston Medical Journal and Review for November. 
This is dune the more readily, as we have been specially so reqiie*.ted bv oueo; 
the parties, and know that the Other wishes the mttIM jutss topiihltoh hislioai 
remarks ou the subject. 

A <-'.iRD.— Since Uic jKiblicaiion of my reply lo the pamphlet reccnUv issued by Dr. F. M. £»• 
l»erlsoii, of Clinrleiiton, ii. C, I liavf Ujtu la corre»pon«lence with Dr. J. J. Kobertion, of Walk- 
iiifftoii, (.Ico , itiroiigh n fricad, and baving received from him ihe grounds upou whicb the o\m.i\ 
of himself and Dr. D. M. Andrews, in regard to my professional autistica was bam^kitk 
opiniou M fbem, wfacn called on by membcm of the Amerieao liedteal Anweiattoo, *l (betf bic 
ConvciitiMii ill C"harle>(nii. to rxprtss a >v.iiit of ronlid»'ii< »' in llio nTiaMIiiy of my ob*lclncal sJa- 
u&ucnf aud induced Dr. F. M. ll<»bcitsoD, a member of Uiat Ai»!>ociaiioU| to mo\ o to Mike out ik 
iMtiro of said MaUiitin from the Raport of Or. Sioror, of Boten a nd iMvioj^ receivad froai Dtn 
Andrews and 1{<)|p<'riMm Uie assuranrc tiial those opinions wt-rr neither formed or oxfir. 't^i 
Uirough personal ill-will towards myself, but were booesUy cnlertauic<l and given iu pur;uaj;n: 
whai lb«y i«|pirded their duty lo the profession } and leelini^ eonviaced from the repre>ej)iatit>ii> 
thofie f^pnilonien that they were influenced by circumstances, which, nnoxp!aiiM <l, wvti- r.ilcuJs'ttl 
to impair liteir cojilidcncc in uie as a reportei', 1 foci bound iu justice tu ihom, to aUtic Uut, 
•ttch impressions on their minda, tln-v coutd not, when called on, have ru cu other than au uoii* 
vorablu opininn, nnd that I>r. P. M. Roliert<ion, in makin<^ tbe moUoQ oe fiid, under the OROh 
stances, was actuated by no unworthy or unproper muUsc. 

Tbe ^roaods on wbirb Drs. Aodrtwg and J. J. Ro[>crt.son were led to die gtalcment that t ba ' 
not| dunng* mv practice of physic, been continoouii in one place, were my removal thua Booken- 
ville lo Mr«. Wellborn'i, a distance of six miles, and subseauently to this place, a distance ok 
and i\ half mile, while I regarded myself as never haviiij; lett tlu* rtfis^hhcrhth^ii In wiiirh I onr- 
nailv sellied. I have also bean aatisfiad, from the statements and evidence funusbed me bv Dr. 
J. J. KoharUott, thai allhoogb be bat not had a general practice m my neighbocbciod, be bas mit 
over lu>'ntv profr.>ional visits in the vicinity of my lm*atinii w'thin the paat nx yeaJly aiMtsf 
wliicb 1 had not lieen apprised at the time my late pamphlet \Mii published. 

Ill issuing this card lo tbe profession and the public, I am impelled by no other than a dean is 
render strict justice lo all the [inrtics coiirrrnod, iind therefore feel bounci, under tlie i-irrom^tsrv**. 
as an honoraljle man, to withdraw all offeusive language 1 may have UJ>ed la my jtamphlei, (4 
clsi s> III r.', ton. ii this coiitro««r»y» eilber towards Dra. Botwrlson and Andrew*, or towaidi Dt> 
F. M. Koliertson, of Charleston. 

1 respectfully submit ibis statement to ihc profession and tbe uubiic, with ti>c si.iirle aAfitJowi 
ramarli, that it is fefsided bj all the patties as an amicable aad tacnoiable termination of thts » 
tire cnntroversv. H* A. KAauf. 

Ray*rUie, (jeo., Oct. I4th, 1851. — 

ClutrUxUm, B. C, Oct. 3 1 rf, 1831. 
Dkar Doctor,— Since you banded roe tbe two ieltera of Dr. 11. A. Raowajr to yoursdf-ov 
dated .Sept. I si, the other Od. 1st, I have received •* a card "-Hssoed by tbe same gentJeaaa- 

dated »v,il.'. (ico., Oct. I4th, 1051, one of which 1 presume has been >eiii to \ (>i> aJ>o. 

As circumstances growiiif^ out of Dr. Ramsay's publi>ht*<l defence of .AuguM la»t, and ha pt- 
vale eorrcTipoodenre wilb minienMUi parsons, have orawn me into personal issues with eertaia pir* 
tie<!, wh'cit are yet unadjusted, I <'i .^ n it Snt jusl lo Dr. Ram-say, as wi-tl as due to mjowapsd- 
tion, to make the following remarks, wlin-ii will prevent nnsundervlanding io future. 

1st. The card alhide<l to, was unsolicited by me, iMit volunlariiy tcodefed by Dr. Ram<«ay. N*'f 
was the tlischnmcr, of its nnih«ir, of ini[unins; "unworthy or improper motives" to mc, for i« 
course which I thought it my duly lo pursue lu rciaiaju lo hi* obstetrical staliHiics, or tlw »^ 
drawal of ** all offeniive langua|;e n bis pamphlet or elsewhere," in relation to tnyself, lha aHsh 
of any c(»rre,-«|)onflence or explanation on my part, either directly or indirectltf. 

2. Desiring still, as staled in my note lo you, of the SUlh June, publishe*! n» my cireolsrofWr 
last, to "throw no impediment in the way ot liis doing himself ampN' jiistirr in tin mati»r 
plained of,*' I now accept tbe card as an honorable ameud for ihe imputauou^ agaitwt aiy mobvci. 
and bis personal abuse, and consider it, so tbr as I am concerned, a Hnal tenmnalion of ibe per* 
sonal dirficully between Dr. Ramsay- and myself. 

3d. luaHmurb as the collateral issues in which I have been involvc<l {hy uo act of my 0*11. 
however), with ihc editors of eetttht tnedteal periodirab, in rdalioa to the merits of the "CM'***' 
Iricnl Siati-tir^." are yel unsettled, I holtl myself perfectly free, until they err ^atisfartonlv ar- 
rangetl — ^in fiu»© it becomes necessary to my defence— to diftcuss the profewiooai merits of thf 
points of diflcrence, without its bein^ considered a violaiion of my ai replance of r>r. Ramsay^s cit<\ 

4lh. If the qtiesfton should be mlroducrd into th • American Mediral .\s<ioriation. at !t!« dp it 
meeting, which has been intimated from cerlaiu rjnartors, I reserve lo iny>elf liw same privtlcgo 
claimed in the preceding parag^ph. 

Having thus set forth my position, that it may be cleariy understood by all parties, 

1 remain very truly and sincerely your obedient servant, F. Si. Rott»TIOf. 
Or. H. W. OeSaoaaure, See. A.M.A., Chmiutom, A C. 
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ON THB DIAGMOBIB OF DISBABBS OP THE STOMACH. 

fT HfilfRY KCKKfiOY, A.B., M.K.I.A., FELLOW OF TH£ KIHO AND (iOfiXll'S COLLEGE 

OP phthciams in ibslaiid. 

There are few medical men who have been enj^aged in practice, lor 
even a limited period, but must have been struck with the fact, that 
tiie most serious and threatening symptoms of stomach disease raay 
exist, and ho even persistent for a considerable time, and yet in the end 
the case may turn out to be one of ruuctional disease merely, and the 
patient get quite well. And, on the other hand, a patient may labor 
under the most formidable organic disease of this or^an, and yet scarcely 
present a single syiiipiom indicative of \is presence. These two pro- 
positions it is essentially necessary to keep ever in mind ; and it may be 
doubted whether they are yet sufficiently recognized. Before pro- 
eeeding farther, I shall iUosti&te them by the foUowiog eaaeSp bnefiy 
narrated: — 

Cask I. — Some time back Mr. Cusack exhibited to the Pathologwal 
Society a specimen of disease of the stomach of an extraordinary extent, 
literally three fourths of the organ were converted into malignant dis- 
ease. All the coats were involved, and the mucous membrane present- 
ed one sheet of fungoid disease. But what was extraordinary was, that 
the individual from whom it was taken had been able to take bis food, 
and made no complaint until a very few days before his death. 

Case II. — A medical gentleman, about 55 years of age, had long 
been what might be described as delicate. He had been in the army, 
and on his way howe from Jamaica was oblifred to use, for some weeks, 
breail of a vers iiift^iior quality. This disagreed with him even more 
\h^i\ common, and before he landed he was snfTcrinfr daily from dys- 
pepsia of a severe character. On reaching home lite ^ymjitoms did not 
abate, and shortly afterwards ht; was invalided. From liiai period until 
his death, wiiich took place some months later, he was never free from 
suffering, referred to the stomach. He was seen by several eminent 
gentlemen ; the symptoms he chiefly labored under were constant pain, 
nausea, loss of iippeuie, and occaswnal attacks of pyrosis. On one 
occasioo he threw up a considerable quantity of blood ; but at the time 
there were some doubts as to its source. He had some cough, whkh, 
with «3tpectomtioo, inereased towards the end ; and he finally tank, re- 
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diiced to the very last degree of marasmus, and never Ywnn% lost the 
symptoms referred to abov e. T a^si^tcd Dr. Kirkpatrick to make t post- 
mortem examination. On first view the stomach appeared perfectly 
healthy, and it was only after a very minute inspectioo that we were 
able to detect two small ulcers, each about the size of a split pea, exist- 
ing close to each other, in the great extremity of the organ. The coats, 
too, of the stomach appeared thinned, having probahly partaken of the 
general marasmus. In the lungs was found some tubercular matter, io 
large masses, hvt not occupyiriL^ 'inv pn rtinilnr '^ite. 

^ Case 111. — Mr. , a ]Motessional gentleman, be^an to suder 

frou! pain in his stornaci), chiefly after liis meals, and more frequently 
after hi*^ breakfast than at any other time of the day. He was at this 
period '26 years of age, of tall siaiure, and had been, tliounh siilticci to 
occasiotKil fieadarhes, "lyreviously healthy. H^^ had al\\av>, iiowevt-r, 
been inclmeil lo constipated bowels. '1 lie attacks, in tiie first instance, 
were sllgbt, and were more of the chardcier of painful digestion than 
anythinrr else : for at a certain period after each meal he fell more or 
less uneasiness. By degrees, however, they became more severe; and 
as they did, their character somewhat changed. They were now, ioa 
very marked degree, periodic ; that is, the patient would be six weeks, 
or even longer, free from any su^ring, and then an attack would occur 
very suddenly. On many occasions be went out on his ordinary busloes 
in the morning, and would return in an hour or two suffering from the 
attack. He always referred its commencement to a point 'opposite tbd 
pylorus, from which the pain would spread, but not to any great extent. 

I am quite unable to describe these attacks.* They were perfect 
whirlwinds while they lasted, which they usually did from four to 'ii 
hours ; and the patient's sufferings seemed to be agony itself. He fre- 
qH< fitly expressed himself as if be should die in consequence of them. 
While the fit was at its height vomiting took place, but never of any 
large quantity of fluid ; and as it passed off, the stomach began to se» 
Crete air, which it would then do in enormous quantities, and was i1- 
ways considered by the patient himself as a good sign. It is only ne- 
cessary to say further of this case, that he has been perfectly free from 
these fearful attacks for a period of upwards of four years. 

Though other cases inight easily have been given, these appear i) 
me quite sufhcient to show what difficulties ^inround the question of 
diagnosis in diseases or affections of the stomach. Tlie well-known 
fact, too, might he adduced here in further proof of tins position — that 
the disease known as chronic nicer of this orf^.in has fretiuentlv led lo 
a fatal result from perforation, without any comphnnr havinij heen pre- 
viously made by the patient; and their usual condition would seem to 
bear out this view, for many of these cases present all die signs of the 
most rol)u?i health. But if we come to inquire why such difficulties 
exist, the reason appears to me to be in great part explained by the fact, 
that both the functional and organic affections of this organ givenselo 
the same series of symptoms ; and this will be made evident, if we 

* Aliy oaa who wilt call to mind the siorv of the ** Martyr PbHoMipbcr/' ^ven with snrhp** 
plH* «Acti* thB «EKarjror« Fhyiteiu/ wiU tav* • food idM of thU patieiit't Mflkriqg^ 
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try to place tlie si^ns of organic disease in one coliunn, nnd those of 
ftniciional derangement in another; for we shall then lind that both lists 
will contain very nearly, if not etactly, the same series of symptoms. 
Pani» nausea, vomiting, flatulence, sense of distention, pyrosis, thn>win{( 
up more fluid than has been takpn, henuitemesis of different kinds, and 
other symptoms, are each and ail common to either slate* Hence, I * 
repeat it, the difficulties which so frequently arise in arriving at an accu- 
nte diagnosis. But k will be asked here» are there no signs which may 
be considered as absolutely indicative of oiganic disease t And this 
leads me to notice more particularly two symptoms, on which many 
bate placed an entire reliance. 1 mean the symptom known by the 
name of the black vomit; and secondly, the -presence of a tumor of the 
stomach itself. 

As to the first of these, it appears to me too much stress has been 
laid on it as diagnostic of organic disease, and for this si^pple reason, 
that it occurs in cases whpre wo have positive evidence there h none. 
For. what is this black vomit ? Nolhin'j. I !)»^li^^ve, but an exudation 
of f)!ood, altered souicwhat by the secretions ol the mucous membrane 
ol ihc stomach ; and this, 1 presume, few will assert can only take 
placp where there is ulceration or fungoid disease. Hemorrhage iVom 
the sioiii.ich we know can occur where there is no morbid change what- 
ever in the mucous membrane, as in some cases of enlarged liver. I 
ha\'e seen ifislancH.-i of this nature, where the first blood thrown up w as 
of a bright red color; but as the attack passed otf, it got gradually dark- 
er, and finally put on all the characters of black vomit.* Yet, in these 
cases, the mucous membrane was found healthy , though congested. But 
further, many acute diseases exhibit this symptom in a veiy marked de» 
gree, and a roost serious symptom it ever is. I have seen it in bad 
cases of scarlatina, of fever, smallpox, and of puerperal fever ; also in 
a case of rupturedf uterus ; and on examination of such cases I have 
ibund no o^anic change in the mucous membrane. The yellow fe- 
ver, too, of wann climates, very generally presents this symptom. 
Hence, the conclusion appears to me a fair one, that this particular 
symptom may occur in the more ordinary affiwtXHis of the stomach, 
where nothing but functional derangement exists ; and before these re* 
marks are concluded, I hope to prove it. 

The second symptom I have alluded to, the exi«^t^nce of a tumor, 
is one of more tnoment, and it must be allowed tlmt in the i^m^nt ma- 
jority of instances it will lead us to a correct diagnosis ; yet even this 
symptom, palpable though it be, may deceive us; and I would call par- 
ticular attention to this (act, for, after bnving made some research on the 
matter, I cannot discover iliat it has been iiitherto noticed. The point 
1 would observe upon is tliis, that a tumor may exist in the stomach, 
which, in the progress of time, may entirely disappear; or, at least, get 
into a state in which it may not be palpable on ex.iernal examination. 

* SooMlliiair **<ty ^^is may abo be »e<>n io cm at of Iwmorrhaj^ from the lun^. 

t The bccurrenre of the black vomit in th\» case would appear to t>e important in uotire, for it 
9iNM$ OQt a »tatc of the tysietn which cannot be considered healthy, aad which may prudUpose 
iieiiwmtoao alismtion of structure ibatni^ lead lo its rupture. 
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I believe two distinct circumstances may give rise to such a state of 
thinLTs. Before noticing these, howe?er, I would just oliienw on the 
much <:reater (aciliti«^ which some subjects present for the deleetioQQf 
tumors than others ; and it is « point always to be kept in mind. Then 
are, I presume, few who have not met instances where all the symptom 
' would lead one to look for the presence of a tumor which did hi ralitj 
exbt, hut which no external examination could detect. As fiv is I 
have seen, this difficulty has been in great measure due to the oauuil 
depth of the chest, rather tlian to any other single cause, such is tb 
thickness of the ahdominal parietes, or the site of the tumor. So tint 
it may be safely suted, that tlie absence of all external sign of a tufflv 
would not justify us in asserting that none existed. 

But, furtiier, there is a state of some of these tumors which I am not 
sure has been hitherto noticed. 1 mean their mobihty, not from external 
bandiin:(, hut by the act of respiration. In a case which 1 saw, throogh 
tho kindness of my friend Surgeon Neville, of Bnmswick street, it wai 
most remarkable. At every inspiration the lumnr moved fully one inch 
and a lialf, and, what is of more in)j>ortance, tl)is sign was the means d 
settlin<f a qiiesiif)!! svhi<^h hnd previously been raised, namely, as to whe- 
ther tin rminr \\ ;h an aneurism or not, for it had a very strong 
tion.* VViitiher the mobility was, in this particular instance, more than 
oniiiiai V. I cannot say, but it is worthy of remark tliat the patient vidj 
of uiuiMial sialure, for, though he was a tailor, he wa^ m\ Icct lour inchti 
in hei:;iit. This mobility, then, even granting that it is not always present, 
appears a synipium which ought to be looked for in this class of cases-f 

It has been already tiutcd that a tumor whicii lias been palpable to 
the touch may dlsapj)ear, unci this may, I believe, occur in either of two 
ways. lu the 6rst the tumor, so far from enlarging as the disease ad- 
vanees, lessens. This we know to be common in eases of maligaaai 
disease, as in cancer of the bieast when ulceration is going on, and lbs 
same may occur when a similar disease exists m the stomach* Tlni 
has happened twice under my own observation, and in one instance it 
was BO marked, that a doubt was thrown on the accuracy of • prefKMi 
diagnosis. An examioatbn, however, after death, solved the SSeakt, 
hy disclosing a large ulcerated surface, with some traces of tumor w 
remaming* Thus then, 1 believe, and it is comparatively well knows, 
out diagnosis may in one way be rendered obscure. Before descn*biflg 
the seoood, I shall give some details of the foUowing case : — 

Case IV«-^Mi6s — — , about 30 years of age, unmarried, suflend 
from a sharp attack of English cholera, in August, 1849. She mi 
of the sangume temperament, but of a listless habit of body. The meo- 
strual function was quite healthy. From the attack of cholera she does 
not appear to have completely Koovered, fof shortly afterwards, witfato 

* The pmt-morifiot c^uunualtoo of iku cam ducloved a ivtin«r •T a maiigMuU charsctef, wbeh 
IbnDod • complete circle on iIm nueoiH flMmbrtae of ll» •loauwii. eloM u» Uw pyfoiw. U fw 

eihiMted at the Surgical Society. 

t Hirough the kindiMMi of Dr. I.,ees I have very lately teen «. case of at»ceu of the li m, » 
wlifrh the nmer pmenied to the ri|e;hi of the epi^«triiim, ami wat 

wards hy the art i f iii^piralion, a point of some impnn.iiirr in dfirrmiiif, ns il ^h()V[T-<^ tKattllht 

liaae ao adberioun bad taken place. lliU autyecl aeemi worthjr of further lovesug atioo. 
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a month, she began to throw up a small portion of each day's dinner. 
Tilts gradually increased, uniii, in the course of lour nionilis, everything 
taken hi tlin way of food came up, though, curiously enougli, medicine 
did not. Wiih this stale of sLoiiiach the paiient complained of a fixed 
\ain, which she referred exactly to the pylorus, and where, when she 
wus examined in bed, a distinct tumor could be felt. It was circum- 
scribed, and painful oo pressure, and was recognized by Sir H. Marsh, 
who, at tbb poiod, saw the patient with me. What she threw up at 
fint was merely her food unchanged. In the course of a month, now* 
cfer, a large quantity of clear fluids miied with saliva, came up. This 
fiuid she described as being salt, bitter, and burning by turns. Such 
was what mi^ht be called the persistent state of this patient until the 
latter end of January, and beginning of February, 1850; that is, about 
liic months from the time she began to throw up her Ibod. At this 
r Hod, attacks of a much more serious character were superadded. 
These attacks were wonderfully periodic, taking place regularly each 
second day, between 5 and 8 o'clock in the evening. They were pre- 
ceded by shivering, paleness, and great anxiety of countenance ; at the 
same time that the pulse, which commonly beat between 80 and 90, 
m^*^ to 130, nnd evpn MO. In this state the sense of burning, from 
wiiich siie was never free, became v( !\ much aggravated, and she de- 
scribed it as extending from ili^' ^lomacii to the throat ; which latter 
part was constantly excoriated iioui the nature of the fluids vomited. 
With these severer attacks she now also began to throw up a fjuantity of 
stuff bavins^ the characters of black vomit. It was of a dark-brown 
color, and \v as always attended with a much larger quaiuiiy of fluid 
ihaa whai ilie paiient had taken. On several occasions, now, loo, what 
came up was tinged with blood. It will be easily understood that from 
the violence of the^e attacks and their constant racunence, the general 
health must have suflfered severely ; and such was the fact. Loss of 
flesh went on with great rapidity. She became reduced to a skeleton, 
being qaite unable to leave her bed, and symptoms again and again 
tbrestened that her sufferings would be aggravated by stripping. Dur* 
ing the period she was so reduced. Dr. McDonnell, whose valuable as- 
sistance t then had, felt with me the tumor repeatedly. 

It is unoeceesaiy to pursue the history of this case further ; it occu- 
pied many months more ; suffice it to say that the patient has perfectly 
noovered, mi ^kat now no tumor can be felt. It roust be alk>wed, how- 
ever, that at one period of the case the progDOsis was gloomy in the 
extreme. 

This case I have given at some lenr^tli, as it appears to me to be 
one of considerable interest. The patient certainly presented a series 
f>f «:ymptonis from whicli few have recovered. She had all those which 
are tliought to mark the presence of organic disease, including the black 
vomiting, the throwing up of much more fluid than she had taken, and 
the presence of a tumor. Of the exact naiuie of the case 1 do not 
profess to offer anything like a positive opinion. In the, first instance it 
would appear to have been an example of the adeciina so well described 
by Sir H. Marsh ; while at a later period there were strong grounds for 
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supposing tlial actual disease bad taken place, possiblv some form of ul- 
ceration. This, however, is oidy coniprtnre, though it is home o\ii by 
the extreme einacialion which the paiienl at on»^ period presented. This 
symptom is, I believe, ainuii^st the mo«?t constant of those aitendaiuoo 
organic disease ; and yet it does not always exist, as some oi tiie cases 
of clironic ulcer fully confirm. 

But bow are we to account for the tumor and its subsetpent disap- 
pearancp? It will be recollected that it was felt by Sir H. If arsh, nd 
repeatedly hy Dr. M'Donnell and mjrself. My conviction is, that it 
no period of the case did any morbid growth exist, but that whst w 
felt was due to an irregular action of a portion of the muscular coat of 
the stomach itself. 

Any one in the habtt of opening bodies must have been often atrack 
with the varieties which the stomach in its general aspect preanits. h 
one subject it wiU be very large, and apparently dilated ; in another it 
is found contracted to a remarkable degree, and its coats, to all app6M<> 
ance, thickened ; while in a third it presents an example of the hour- 
glass contraction, described so long since by Sir Everand Home. The 
other boUow viscera, too, we know, take on at tinier this irregular actioo 
of the muscular coat, as may be seen in parts of the intestines, and soil 
more strikingly, perhaps, in the uterus. In subjects favorable forest- 
mtnation, I have myself felt portions of the intestines, knotted, as it 
were, so as to KifTord distinct eridenre of irremdar anion ^o\ng on ; aod 
which has all disappeared with the cause which gnvr rise to it. 

So 1 take it to have h^en in the case just given. The irritation, 
which there can he no doubt existed in the mucous membrane of iIk 
stomach, caused a spastic slate ot contraction of a part of the muscular 
coat, and this, in its turn, caused a ihickenini^, a temporirv funior«o to 
speak, which it was possible to feel through the thin alidorninal walk 
As the irritation lessened, however, this spastic state i^iadually subsided: 
and hence we have an explanation of the disappearance of the tumor, 
and the recovery of the patient. To suppose that there existed in the 
stomach a tuiuor caused by organic disease which subsequcnily disajH 
peared, would be a straining of experience farther than any case on re- 
cord would justify. 

Much might he said on the treatment of these cases, for h would ap- 
pear to be anything but yet settled. For the present, however, I loofit 
confine myself to one remark. At the period, in the case last given, 
when there were good grounds for supposing that some ulceration exist* 
ed, I carried into effect an idea whicn had been long in my mind, til, 
that in such cases we might give medicines for the express purpose of 
healing the olceratbns, in fact of acting locally on them, as if we bad 
an ulcer on the surface of the body to deal with. With this view creo- 
sote was given, to the amount of three drops, three times a-day ; and, 0 
1 believe, with advantage. Nor do I see any reason why other medidoea 
as well might not be administered with this inteotion, and in cases wfaefs 
it would appear to be too common to consider them as being beyond 
the resources of our art, as, for instance, the disease known as the chro- 
wc ulcer of the stomach, in this disease there is no evidence of aojf- 
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thing of a malignant character, and, of course, nothing (amountinp^, 1 
mean, to an impossibihty) to prevent its healing. We know ihere is 
prool on record of snr.h an occurrence having taken place \ and conse- 
quently our efforls should be directed, not nierely to palliate, but to cure, 
difficult though its attainment niuy be. Bui wlu're is there not difficLilty 
iomedidoe? With this object in view, then, I venture to make this 
suggestioo. — DttbUn ^uorterty Journal of Medical Science, 



ADVANTAGES OF OPEN SQUARES IN LARGE CITIES. 

iTWoald be floperfloous to draw attention at any great length to the 
sanitary advantages that are derivable to the iDbabitants of large towns 
by the appropriation of opea tracts of land Ibr purposes of health and 
recreat'ion. The wbdom of oujr ancestors, when they preserved com- 
mons " for public use, was in no degree inferior to our own when we 
set aside a certain number of acres of land contiguous to densely-popu- 
laied cities, and lay them out as parks. The inhabitants of London 
have lonii; ei^jnycrl liie sanitary benefits of such public airin<; grounds, 
aod f);iv(' tfj^nin (1 their conviction of the (iraiification nnd h« nc6ts thence 
accruing: hy the urgent demand made Tor their muiiiplication. The fa- 
vorable contrast prp^mted by the mortality returns of the regi^^trars of 
the districts adjoining ihe parks and squares of the west end of London, as 
cx)inpared with those of the more iliicklv-peopled eastern, southern and- 
northern metropolitan diMi it have fuinished additional and coiientarou- 
iiicnts in favor of the ronsiruciion of parks in the last-men lioned quar- 
ters. The success which has attended the lurmation of the Vicioin 
Park has iunned the basis of a claim for a similar boon on behalf of 
the northern, or Finabuiy district. 

The rapid increase of the metropolitan population within the last ten 
years, is proved by the census to have taken place chiefly in the su- 
inrbaQ, and especially in the northern districts. Thu8» to take the m- 
stance of one parish alone, the increase is very striking when compared 
wkh the absolute decrease that has taken place in the central district of 
ibe nietiopolis : — ^Islington in 1841, 55779 ; 1851, 95i54*^ncrease in 
iBD years, 69375. City of London in 1841, 56009 ; 1851, 55908— de- 
msein ten vears, 101. 

Virtually, tnerefore, owing to various causes, an emigratkm has occur- ^ 
«d ffom the city to the suburbs, and this to so lart^e an extent that the 
SMisei|iieiit increase of houses and streets has within a few years amal- 
^ated neighboring villages with London, and already threatens to 
:ieate as dense ;i population in the suburbs as has hitherto ezbted with* 
D the city itself. So largely and steadily has this change been pra- 
ising, that it has long been evident that unless strenuous efforts were 
nade for the formation of a park on the northern side of London, the 
)iily eli'^nhle spot for such an undertakint; would speedily be covered by 
lew buildmgs. That effort !ms been made, and lias been attended 
villi success. The govemun ni lias rPcog;nized the necessity of the pro- 
Mssd, andy iiap|)ily> not having to negotiate arrangements through the 
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■nd Fomis to praceed id obu'iBinf Bur?evs md jphm, far the fimMtioa 

A park to extend over a hundred and fifty acres, the estimated cost of 
the fredMld of whicli will be a buedied and fifty thousand pouadi. 
That the apulicatioo and the grant have not been made without good 
reason, nay M seeo finom the £^1 lowing table, which shows the great 
late of iocreaie ia the populatkm of the mlhani metiopalitaii dbtiict: 

1841. 1851. Irtrrm^. 

North - 376568 490441 113873 

South - . - 503316 616545 113199 

East . - - 3m)iu 1-5336 92269 

West . - - 3011^9 376332 75143 

Central - - - 374199 392986 18787 

Thes(' li^iiie^. we conceive, fiiniisli an iinnnswerablp arnimenl in la- 
vor oi tiie sanitary advantaefs of ilit* preservalion ul tlu u^»eo sjiacfs 
winch it is proposed to iiitludp in this park. The jH»cuniary oullay t? 
but the practice of a sound Hfonojav, v^liich. in dispensing the means ot 
healtli and rational ^^ratititaliuu to the masses of our densely popuidie** 
town, produces a saving boili to it and to ih« itaiiui ity the |>reservatioB 
of e&ctive labor, and by the prevention of the losses incurred to ibe 
emmneiiity by sickncw and death through epideoMc and eademic dbea w a 

Jbtmim Medici ChiMettt* 



HI8T0ET OP A RBMAftKABLE ATTACK OT MEAflLEB IN A rAMIU 

AT PAUUA. 

BY DR. ARGKNTI. 

The followin'j fpnTfiil orf ui retires ffv>k place in the family of S^_;:Kir 
Graziani, n rc^peciable councillor ol l^adua. ]VT»«;isles had prevadedto 
some extent m the city, wlicn Jostph Graziani, apt. 17, took them oo 
the 21st of May, and recovered in a few days. On the 3lst his mar- 
ried sister, Thercm (second case), aet. 28, called wiih her ciiild, and on 
leamins the nat in^ of the disease;, hurried avvay, much aiaiaicJ le>i fit. 
child should take it, being then herself the prey to excessive grief iVasu 
the recent death of her husband. Siie was engaged in a very fatiguiug 
occupation, the management of silk worms ; and attributed some febrile 
iaditpQeitioot which she eiperienced on the 152ih and 13ih of June, to 
aver«exertioo* GetlSD|r wone she took to bed, and on the 14th die 
eruption appeared. The removal of her child, to which she was de- 
votedly attached, caused her great grief. The eruptioa was profuse aail 
red ; the accomp|anyiDg iever was intense ; and she stiflered much from 
dyspnoea, and pain at the epigastrium. On the 1 7th she was bled twice, 
with some relief to the pain, but the fever continued excessive ; on the 
18th she was furiously delirious. The skin was hot, but the eniptioo 
had become pale. She was seized with tremors of the lips, convulsions 
of the limbs, and stertorous breathing, amidst which she expired. A'tas 
(third case), set. 3, was her child, and, though removed from its mother 
on the 14th of Juoe, became the subject of the disease on the 23th. 
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Till'? pursued a favorable course, tlioiigh the fever was intense, and the 
convalescence tedious. Aiimtta (fourth case), »t. 16, of a lymphatic 
habit, enjoyed good health, and was also employed in managing silk- 
worms. 9b» iMd severely felt the km of Thmsa, and, with her other 
sisters, was incessftntly engaged m anxiously watching hiile Nina during 
tiiis period. On the 8ch and 9th of July the eruption appeared, became 
confioent, and was accompanied by great swelling ot the head, and 
cpistaxis. She was doing well, when, on the Uth, she arose from bed, 
and stippressed a copious sweat, the urine being, however, abundant. 
Hearing of her sister^s deadi on the 12th, she became the subject of epi- 
|pp if H IT! cooTulsions and delirium, and in three quarters of an hour 
died. The autopsy was conducted in the presence of several able prac* 
titioners, who alt agreed that no nppearance explanatory of death was 
observed. Fanny (fifth case), aet. 14, of a nervous temperament and 
lymphatic habit, exhibited the eruption on the same days as Annefta 
(8lh and Odi July), and by ilie 30ll) ups convalescent. Ijmira (sixth 
rn^o), St. )IZ^ of nervous leniperanicnt and scrofulous habit, and par- 
iKipaiin'^r in the fatigiiinL' »*niploynient and depre<:sing emotions of lit-r 
sisttTs, also exhibited ( r(i|tiion on the Hili of July, it coming well 
out, but belli J Ic^s conlliii iii tli;n) \\\ tin; oiIkms. She went on very well 
till the l!2tl), ulien sfie was seized wuli violent delirium and epilepii- 
ionn convulsions, and in an hour she was dead. In the autopsy, no 
cbange in tfie brain or other important organs (the spinal marrow, how- 
ever, not bein^ examined in these cases) could be discovered. Jose- 
phine (sevenili case), aet. 19, of nervous temperament and scrofulous 
habit, but in tolerable health, felt much alarmed at these occurrences in 
ibeftmily, and on the 9th and lOth of July, the eruption appeared. 
Her removal from the presence of her dying sisten on the IStb, caused 
her great dismay and anguish. The eruption came well out ; but as 
there was much fever and great disposition to lethargy, some leeches 
were applied to the head, and were followed by blisters (which had 
also been freely used in the other cases). She was more tranquillized 
in the afternoon, and there was less somnolence ; but eariy in the evenin^f 
she was seizud with epigastric pain, as her sisters had been, and then with 
ronvnl^ions and delirium, expiring in about an hour after. The autopsy 
furnished similar negative results. Maurice (eighth case), ait. L2, exhibit- 
ed the eruption on the 8th and 9th of July, and bad become convale?- 
f f^nt by the l^th. Bartholomew (ninlli case), aet. 20, of pietlioric \nh\\, 
; ;ui accn-^lonit'd to rn'r|iir>nt bleedini^, manifested such his^h febrile action 
CHI tile \ hh nnd l.iih ot' .Kil\ ;is to require two venesections. Later the 
ft-brile action took on an iiiici luitteat form, aud ^uiuiae was given. Ho 
was convalescent by llu; 21ili. 

The eruption in this attack was quite normal, though very intense 
aiui cunlluent, and the disease presented nolliinfj peculiar in its mode 
of invasion or complications ; and yet four of the cases perished witlim 
an hour from the time that really dangerous symptoms set in ; the mor- 
bid action seeming here to concentrate itself with all its force in the ce- 
rebro-spinal axis. In three of these, the autopsies, most carefully con- 
ducted, revealed nothing. 
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In regard to the aqt^oflhe victims it may be observed, that while 
Borsieri, Frank and Raimanii believed ll)ere is jireaK r dangnr for aduh?, 
Dr. Lf»o^ ffHind in the Duhlin ppidcmic^?. ISK) — 4, that it wc> in > 
invcrsf proportion to the ai^c Lt!\ y, in liis account of the »'pidt.iiuc 
HUiuug the military in I B.JT — 47, slates lh;tf H-wer adulis tliiin boys 
died, in th»' pir-^.-ni Cii->cs, the a;:<**? varied iruin 3 to ^8. Of ihe five 
recoveries, lour look place among the youngest ; and all wiio died had 
attained puhuity. 

As conrurrinf^ to iiiipi»'<s upon the^?e cases their remarkable fiilahiy, 
may he ihuir nervous-lymphaue temperament, scrofulous liabil, physical 
debility, great sensibility, excessive alarm, and inordinate fatigue.— 'Oh^ 
dei Aiinaliy in British and Foreign Medico- Chir, Review. 



SKtTCUKS OF EMINENT LIVING PHYSICIANS —NO. XXII. 
(CoiaamatCKteil rnr lh« Boatnn Meiltcml and Aurficftl JouraAl.J 
THOMAS D. MITCHELL, M.D. 

■' Of iu own beauty i* lh» mwi «K«CMMd 

An ! fevers itito («»Ue rreaumi ; — nhcre, 
NVhf'fe arc the form* the sculptor's «)ul halh sciied I 
In hitn nloiic. Can ualure show so (nir f 
Wbtrrr are ibe ehann-* aoU virtues wtt>ch we 
roiieeire in boylmod mnI pamw as men, 
The unri' i' Ih-<t I' lr ol our tk ->|>itjr, 
W bicb o cr-iuforms the pencil sihI the pen, 
Aod ovcqMwcn tbc Mrhm it would bkMm agam t Bnto*. 

•< inn, j«n ettcact do muds sdenli*.''— Hoa. 

If, after the terminaiiOQ of this lifers fever, we could, from some elevated 
height, surveying at once the spiritual and material worlds, contemplate 
the struggles of a human soul (having experienced the saine stru^les 
ourselves), as ii stimulates the material frame into activity, and itsdf 
into its own development and expansion ; what a strife would we vit* 
ness in tliis fenuentin)( compoimd of mind and matter ! How the 
soul would appear to taste the various sources of knowledge and ea- 
largernent ; drinking in the streams of some intellectual beverages 
with the madness of the inebriate, and recoiling from or passing by 
others, with the irresistible energy of its own will and tastes. The 
fever of ambition, that obstinate activity within,^' which is felt is 
proportion to the strength of tlie mental faculties, that longing after 
something beyond tlie pre^teni (the dull acquirtd present), is a perpetual 
fever. 

What man would lut>k back nloni^r his hfe's hlsinry, witlioul acknou-- 
led^in'^ that an intani^ible, but cver-lon^ed-for somethinL:. in llie future, 
had led him on like an ijinis fatuus, to tio " all ih;«i mav becortiMa man "? 
Cicero speaks of it in reference to his impro . i hmmu in oratuiy : asid all 
men, from M.ihommed to Bacon, Sydenham ui Washington, iiau* fell 
the rtanie of this divine unrest. It is this spirit that drives, so remorse- 
lessly, the adventurous traveller over sterile wilds and barbarous ooun- 
iries--^ere, perhaps, to whiten the plains with his unburied booes-^ 
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hopes of attaining the El Dorado beyond. It h this spirit that lights 
the (iiiii eye, as it pores over the dusty pa;ze> (^[' science ; supports tlie 
sttihhorn soul amidst the fumes of the l ihoralui v, liie siriles of the 
tiriil or the coniUais of liiu bar, and thu exhau^iioii of the pulpit or tiie 
bed-side. 

Byron speaks of the *' necessity of loving." There exists the same 
necessity for toil — to cany olf the explosive fluid within — to appease 
the ever-troubled spirit of man's immortal mind. Penances and stripes 
are absolute comfom. 'Tis in laitfa and in truth a feverish, toilsome life 
this ; and happy he who, its fitflil fever ended, can with truth be said to 

sleep well." 

The subject of our sketch to-day is no exception to this general rule ; 
but has felt, not ** feigned the Aame/' as wilt be seen by the following 

lile-map. 

Prolessor Thomas D* MiTCBBLti is a native of Philadelphia, as were 
hb father, grandfather and great-grandfather. The name is of English 
origin. Of his very early history we have few facts remaining. That 
bis parents, to the third generation, were residents of our staid city, is 
proof of their respectability and morality. The chief schools at that 
time and up to 1600, were under the control of the quakers, who were, 
it will be recollected, the instructers of Physick, Wistar and others 
airiong the medical men of the day. Young Mitchell obtained his 
English classical and medical education in Carson^ Academy, Friends* 
Academy, and the University of Pennsylvania — the usual sources, in 
fact, of a re^pectnlile education at thr time in Pfiiladplphia. He spent 
nearly a year ui tiie drug-store and chemical laboratory of the late 
Adam Seyhert, M.D., where he acquired lils early taste lor cheim-iry. 
(Dr. Piim^h used to insist on his pu[)ils ati( mliiig at least six moutiis in 
a drug-store before graduatiuw : a nio^t admirahle requisition.) This was 
anterior to the con^mencemeut of pujtilage in the office of the laie Dr. 
Parrish, which began in April, 1809, and lerminaled at the period for 
conferring decrees in March, 1812. He attended three full courses in 
llie L inversity, which then had buL five professors, and lacked the chair 
of obstetrics and the diseases of women and children. Tiiere was no 
special leaching in this department at that time. The Professor of 
Anatomy incidentally alluded to the topics. Dr. M.'s tliesis was on 
addifieaiUm and combmtumj and was published «ia the memoirs of the 
Columbian Chemical Society, with some alteratbns. This title does 
not appear in the general catalogue of the University, where the subject 
of thesb b often omitted. The question has been raised, more than 
onoe, bow came it, that in the catalogue of thb school's graduates, there 
are so many blanks in the year 1812 ? The names of the graduates are 
given, but the titles of theses, and the State whence the graduate came, 
are frequently omitted. The class of session 1811-12 numbered 387, 
and tliere were 70 graduates. In the large catalogue of 1836, of the 
70 graduates of IQ\ 2, siity-ttoo h%ve no thesis-title, and fifty*three are 
without any State designation. Can these defects be accounted for ? 
We learn that the Dean failed to attend the commencement exercises ^if 
luch they could be styled), because of discontent witli the Faculty, lo 
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respect to one or two candidates. A meagre gathering look place in 
the old Whitefield Academy on Fourth street, where, after reading the 
list of jrraduates, the announcement was made that the diploiiiHs were 
to be lidii HI the basement of the Medical Hall, and so tlie parade end- 
ed. The Dean refused the Hst of graduates to two of ihem who called 
upon him for it for publication. The ire of the gentleman was roused, 
and he would not comply with the osoal practice. It is beiie?ed tbat, 
of the entire graduating class of 1812, only twelve survivet and 6ve of 
these have been, or now are, professors in medical schools ! 

Coxe*$ Mtdieal Mutemn, New York Medical IUpot{tmywa.d Demde*9 
Port FoUo contain papers written by Dr. M. prior to graduatiooy all of 
which were on medical subjects. EUrly in 1819, Dr. M. was appointed 
Professor of Vegetable and Animal Physiology in St. John's College, 
connected with the Lutheran Church on Race st. The late Professor 
James Cutbush, who was for several years Professor of Chemistry io 
Geneva Coltes^e^ N. Y., and whose monument stands back of that vil« 
lage, iIh> chair of chemistry and mineralogy at the same time. Dr. 
Benj. Ktish in the same year advised Or. Mitchell to put notes to Rich- 
eraod's Fhysio1n<^'y, and publish it, which he declined. 

In May, 1813, Dr. M. was appointed by Gov. Snyder to the office 
of Lazaretto Physician, which post he occupied for three years and then 
resigned it. Our medical charities in Philadelphia have nil been start- 
ed by medical men. Dr. iVtitchell, in company with Dr. Sacnuel P. 
Grilllth, established the Southern Dispensary ; Dr. Phiueas Bond, the 
Pennsylvania Hospital ; Dr. 13. Kush.tbe Philadelphia Di^ipensary ; pliy- 
sicinns in the northern part of the city have established the ISorihem 
Dispensary ; and the Moyainensino Dispensary was established by 
Dr. James Bryan. Dr. Horner is probably father of the St. Joseph's 
• Hospital. 

In 1819 Dr. .Vf. published a duodecimo, on the subject of rnedic;i1 
chemistry. In 18*20 he was offered the professorship of cheaiisiry iu 
Ohio Uiiiversiiy. at Athens, Ohio, w hich he declined. From 18*22 to 
183 1 he was actively engaged in practice at Fraiiklbrd, near Philadel- 
phia ; and previous to that time, in Philadelphia and Norristown. In 
1826 he attempted to form a Total AMnmce Tmperance Society \it 
Frankford, but failed, and has been ever since a strong advocate of that 
principle. Physicians; in fact, have generally been foremost in this great 
philanthropic nu>vement of our day. 

In 1830 he received the honorary degree of A.M« from the Trustees 
of Princeton Colle<;e, New Jersey. In 1831 he accepted the chair of 
Chemistry in the Miami University, to be located in Cincinnati. The 
faculty was formed in Philadelphia by Dr. Drake (then a teacher in 
Jefferson Medical College) durin«; the winter of l83CKil, the late Drs. 
John Eberie and George McClellan being also of the faculty, although 
the latter never went to Cincinnati. In the summer of 1831 Dr. M. 
was appointed to the chair of Chemistry in the Medical College of 
Ohio, which was, soon after, amalgamated with the Miami Faculty. 

Dr. M. published, in 183*2, his valuable work, the EJIemenis of Che- 
mical Philosophy (about 600 pages 6vo.). It was issued by Carej & 
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Fairbank, of C^innati. Tha work haa been iotroduced ioio manr 
of the westera colleges. A doodeckno vdume, Hints to Students, ' 
was published the same year. In 1835^^ be was co-editor of the 
Western Medical Gaaette, in compaDy with the late PiofessoiB Eberlo 
and StaughtoD. Li June, 1837, he was appointed Pkofessor of Chv- 
inisny in the Medical Institute of Louisvilie. Li July, of the same 
year, he was appointed lo the same chair in the Medical Department 
of Transylvania Univerrity, at Le&ingtoB, Ky., and preferred the latter. 
He was transferred, in 1839, to the chair of Materia Medica and Thp- 
ra|)eutics, which he continued to 61] until he resigned in March, 1849. 
He filled, also, the cliair of Obstetrics, S:c. (made vacant by the deceaso 
of Pfof. Richardson), in the session of 1845-6. 

The 6rst seasbn of the Philadelphia College of Medicine was held 
in March, 1847, and Dr. M. filled the chair of Theory and Practice, 
Obstetrics and Medical Jurisprudence, in that session. In March, 1849, 
he joined this College, with the view of a permanent connection. He 
is thus restored to his old friends and to the city of his birili and early 
labors. He declined, in 1849, an ap|K)intnient lo the chair ot Tluory 
and Practice in the iMedical Department of the University of Missouri, 
at St. Loui^i ; also the saiive chair in tiie Memphis Medical iustitutei 
where he niiglu have selected his collencrues. 

Dr. M. has always coiiti itjuted largely to the medical periodicals of 
the day. Among ihobe for which he has wniten most, may be men- 
tioned, the New York Medical Repository, Fliiiadelphia Medical Mu- 
seum, Western Journal of Medicine atid Surgery, Western Medical Re- 
corder, Western Medical Gazette, Western Lancet, American Medical 
Recorder, American Medical Review, jNortli American Medical and Surgi- 
cal Journal, Transylvania Medical Journal, New Orleans Medical aod 
Surgical Joomal, Esculapian Register, and the Memoirs of the Cblum* 
bian Chemical Society. 

Who reads an American book? has been contemptuously asked. 
Who reads American medical journals ? 'Tis time that Europe should 
open her eyes to what is going on, on this side of the Atlantic, in the 
divine art of medicine. This man, and hundreds of others, of our native 
physicians, have, during the last Ibrty years, been building up a medi- 
ca) literatore which must put to shame the revllers of native talent. 
The writings of our Mitchells, Lees, Cbapmans, Eberles, McClellans, 
Drakes, Caldwells, Bells, and many others, are iiandard and some of 
them classical among our own medical men. " The course of empire 
westward turns," and Berkeley was right. Let us hold on to the »cep-* 
tre of intellect. We have it, and let not foreign or native detractkm 
make us forget our rights. 

Professor Mitchell published, in July of last year, 1850, his Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics. At least it was published by l/ippincoft &i 
Grnnibo, of this city, the worthy successors of Grii»» &£ Kliiol. This 
Ls an octavo volume of 750 pa^ts, and is written in his usual manly 
and siiri[)lu style. A new edition of Eberle on the Diseases of Child- 
dren, to which Dr. M. has added notes and a sequel of some two hun- 
dred pages, was issued by the same house soon alter the Therapeutics. 
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He has now a noble work almost ready (or the press, of some six hou- 

dred pages, on the Fevers of the United States of America. 

Was i not right in saying that our subject for this day's sketch was 
no exception to the general rule, of that fever of the mind which Lady 
Macbeth says should accompany ambition. We have only to add a 

few words in reference to him as a lecturer, a man and a citizen. Per- 
sonaily Prof. Mitchell is about five feet eight inches hi^li. braad shoulders, 
a well-set hearJ and neck, the former covered with sliort hair a Iktk 
grey ; a broad, well -formed forehead ; a^oof/mouth, garnished with fine, 
almo-^t formidable te«f!i, and a voice like thunder: a fine manly counte- 
nance, with the strai«^ht Grorian nose of the literary man, and quick, 
intelligent eye ; dressed plainly and unn^stenniiiously in black, with the 
maujiers of a gentleman. His mode ol lecturing is ready, fluent, ex- 
temporaneous and clear. Tfie slndents listen to learn. His extensive 
reading and good memory make him ready, armed at all ponils." 
There is not a better leaclier of Ins Ijranch in our city, perhaps not in 
the United Slates. He was educated under the eve of Rush and the 
gentlemen of the old regime, and consequently knows what is due to 
and from the medical prole ^un. Blessed with considerable family, his 
heart is soothed by the assurance that his precepts have not been gircD 
in vain. One son is well known to the profession as the author of DO- 
meious medical articles in our Journals on various topics* He was 
named after tlte idol of our prolession, Dr. Benjarahi Rush, aod is in tlie 
American navy in the medical department. 

Prof. Mitchell's family connections now living among us are of ths 
most respectable class of our citizens — bankets, professiofial men and nM»* 
chants. He in fact is a pure specimen of a good old-fashioned Phila- 
delphian, with a slight dash of the western man. Of such men the 6ist 
half of the nineteenth century contains a number. They will add iustie 
to the period, and be remembered as the early pioneers in medicine ia 
these our western wilds. Cato. 



MALIGNANT ULCER— D&ATH 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Jmtmal, 

Df ar Sir, — The following case, \^ liicii has recently occurred in my 
practice, 1 have tliou^tit mii^ht present some points of interest to the prt)- 
fession ; and, if you deem it worthy of a niche in your valnable JoutdeI, 
yon will please give it a place — \{ not, let it remain sub umbra. 

M,s. , a married Indv, xL 39, of great moral worth and ol the 

highest respectability, the ntuilier of two children, one. aged thirteen, the 
other eleven years, had been in feeble health ior the last two years. She 
was naturally of a slender and delicate constitution. The only trouble 
com plained ol , the first year, was debility and a leucorrhoeal discbifge 
from the vagina, and, occasionally, incontinence of urine. For lh«e 
symptoms, she had taken remedies before she came under my care- In 
June last, she was suddenly attacked with hemorrhage from the vagina— 
at fiist profuse, and afterwards a dribbling for three or four weeks. Un- 
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der the inflnenre ot aretas phimbi, ol terebinih., and tonics, she so far 
recovered as to go inio the country about the first of August, where she 
remained till the muhlle of October. She then returned to her residence 
in the city, somewhat improved, buL evidently not in good health. 

About the first of ISoveniber, slie was aijaiii suddenly uttacked with 
lieiiioiihage, which was stopped by the ahovc-named remedies for tlirot; 
days, when it returned and continued. This, also, was acconipaiucd by 
persistent nausea and vomiting. 

In these circumstances, tlie patient was seen by Dr. B. Carpenter, of 
Pawtueket, Dr. John Ware, of tbb city, and Dr. Chadbouni6» of Gon- 
coid, N* H. (the latter her ibrmer family physician), in consultation with 
myself. All agreed in the opinion that there was local disease about tlie 
St vieri^ and that to no inconsiderable extent. But a perplexing ques- 
tion to us all, was, how so much local disease, and of such a character 
as we judged it to be, could exist, and yet the patient never heme had 
aay potn, nor the least tenderness upon pressure be discernible in those 
ofgans. The vaginal discharge had always been somewhat ^/Ssluf, but 
was now extremely so. The large coagula, which were frequently 
dirown off, seemed to be of this very ofiimsive character, as they were 
secreted, or thrown from the ulcer. No remedies were available in ar- 
resting, either the hemorrhage or the vomiting, and she sunk ki twelve 
days from the occurrence of the bleeding. 

A poit-mortem examination, made by Dr. J. B. S. Jackson, of this 
city, in presence of Dr. Chadboume and the writer, revealed extensive 
diseas*' of the neck of the uterus. The os uteri was largely di?p;i'=t"d, 
and the mnlignant ulcer (fnr tlie disense. did not appear lo be encepha- 
loid) extended to the up[)er portion of the vainna. The OS titUke was 
euiirely destroyed. T!h* di^vise was evidently malignant. 

There are two or iliree (juesiions connected with this sad case, which 
are of iniu li interest to the writer, and may, perhaps, interest also other 
members oi the profession. 

1. Could this disease be the result of iiioral caustsl It is belicvi d to 
have been so by the writer, and that the whole stale of !hp l odv was 
litbihtaled by the mental anguish of tlie patient. The blood, ujjon the 
msUmortem examination, was discovereil io be iu the most fluid slate. 
Indeed, it was evident this was the case from the hemorrhagic tendency 
in some other portions of the body (as the nose), before death. 

2. Has any one ever known so extensive a lesion from a malignant 
disease, unattended vM jMtn, and perfectly free from tenderness upon 
pressure? W, M. Cornell, M.D. 

Bettofi, Nov. d8, 1851. 



THB BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOS 'I- ON, DECEMBER 10, 1851. 



Mmgachusetts Medical College. — It is gratifying to learn ihnt the medi- 
cal lectures at the college in this city are of a high order, and the progcewi 
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oi the institution was never more satis&ctory to the (rienils of iBedical 
science. Three of the faculty have bat receotiy retoroed from Europe, 
teiretlMd and Invigorated by a toar of peculiar interest, wkick gave them 
the advantage of an acquaintance with the most recent diacoveries and 
improvements, beeides a social intercourse with the master spirits of thp 
age, in the various scientific departments of the Universities of the Old 
World. Some arlflilions have recently bern made to the cabinet of ihe 
school, which will be (uund iuteasely interesting to those who can alford 
an hour in the must um. 

All the schools are flourishing:, as far as intelligence from them has 
been received the present eeaaon. Whether the nnmberof atttdenis ta 
attendance will e<{nal the aggregate of the la«t season, can only be deter^ 
mined by the official catalogues — not one of which has yet been received, 
ttor are they to be expected till about the middle of Janoary* 



AUwn of Water on Lead Pi^.— The attention of readers is requested 

to the following circular of one of the Committees appointed at the last 
meeting of the American Medical As80(!iation. It is only by a generooi 
and hearty assisu^nre from their professional brethren that the foil benefit 

of thr's*' coiiiiiiilN I > IS !<> Im> (»blaiiH"d. 

To Tlir. Mi -IBEHS OF THF, .\h:Dir \!'. PrJfiFFSsTON IN THE UnITED StATE^. 

— The uii(ler:<igned, a Cnniniiiiee of the Anjericati Medical Associuiion to 
report on the aciiuu i)i ualcr on lead pipes, and the diseases wlnoh pro- 
ceed from it," are desirous of obtaining from their professional brethren 
anv information that iscalcuhited to throw li&ht on this im}K)rtant, bat 
hitherto generally unobserved subject. They uerefore take the liberty of 
proposinff the following questiqns. 

1st. Have you, in your practice, met with cases of lead or painter's colic 
produced by using water drawn through lead pipes, or contained in leaden 
cisterns ? 

2d. Have you met with cases of arthralgy ? If so, have they been at- 
tributable to this cause ? 

3d* Have painful neuralgic diseases been observed by you, among per- 
sons using water thus exposed to lead ? 

4th. Have you seen instances of lead encephalopathy ? 

5th. Have you observed paralysis as a precursor, eooeomitant or seqoel 
to either of the above form? of di?=ea5:e ? 

Answers to any or all the forejroin^' qup?<iionj:, and any lacl^ or informa- 
lion as to any form of disease originating in the Ui-u of water inipregnaied 
wiih lead, will be very gratefully received. Accurate descriptions of all 
cases would be very desimble, especially their early hiitlory. It will ni^o 
be very important to know the length of time each individual case had 
been exposed to feed before the disease became manifest. 

As the report must be made at the annual meeting of the Association to 
be held in Richmond, Va., in May next, it is desirable that all information 
should be forwarded to any one of ilie Comimiieo previous to the fizat of 
March next. Horatio Ahams, Waliham, Mas*. 

Walt/iam, Dec, bik, Sam'l L. Da.na, Loweii, •« 
1861. John C. Dalton, «• 

P» S.— Editors of Medical Journals and pubii.shers of now^ipTpers*, 
throaghout the Union, are respectfully requested to give the aUjvc m- 
sertioa in their respective Journals. 



C emmit tm. 
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Hustory of Hospitals. — Dr. Armsby, of Albany, N. Y., PreHtiont of the 
Albany Co. Medical SocietVf ^'d\e the annua! address, a shon tune since, 
which was replete with historical information in regard to the erection of 
hospitals, from a remote epoch down to modern times. Through the Al- 
bany papers, a synopsis, only, of the discourse has reached us. If it 
aboula be published, as the dignity and interest of the subject dcinanda, 
aomething more will be known of it. Dr. Armsby has been before the 
world lonj^ enough to hazard nothings by hcing^ often rem\. An intimation 
is given lliat the address abounds with various facts connected with the 
org^anizalion of hospitals and the provision for the sick in the East. Hav- 
ing had a lanuhar acquaintance with some of the most ancient institutions 
of that character, in the Orient, we are desirous to know what Dr. Armsby 
ouiy hafe said of them. 

Hints to the People. — Wm. Maxwell Wood,M.D., has elaborated a little 
book which bears the modest title of Hints to the People upon the Profes- 
sion of Medicine." Dr. Wood belongs to the IT. S. Navy, where he has 
acquired an amount of ex{^rience that warrants him in speaking boldly in 
regard to what he believes to be true or false respectino" the character and 
practice;^ oi medical and pseudo<medicai advisers, lie iias endeavored to 
reach the understanding of those who do not reBect long or sooodiy upon 
topics of Tast importance to them. Each individual is liable to the infirmi- 
ies that require medical assistance; and because there is such looseness of 
thought, or lack of all thought, among the masses where quackery most 
nourishes, this essay i? sent forth, and is calculated to arrest the attention, 
lead to reflection, and tmaiiy, it may reasonably be hoped, to the exercise 
of good judi^ment. Noihinjg is more prepoaierous than the preference 
which is »uiiicumes given by otherwise sensible persons, to an ignoramus 
in medicine, simply because it seems to gratify an innate spite agoiost 
well-bred, educated men. If there is no good time coming, when a 6t 
preparation for administering to the sick and the dying is to be held in 
aigher estimation than mere pretension, then we had better abandon the 
ranks, and cuhivate the fields — a nolle employment, concerning the cha* 
lacter and utility of which there can be no division of sentiment. 



LeUureiiM Semrlet Fever. — Casper Morris, M.D., is the author of ft 

neat volume upon the subject of searl*»t fever, that will be likely to com- 
mand the respectful consideration ot iru Jical readers. There are eight 
lectures, originally delivered to the class of the Pliiladelphia Medical In- 
stitute — revised, and cummilled to the press, with u cuaviciion thai the 
▼iews they express are true* The practice founded on them," says the 
preface, " is believed to be the best adapted to the treatment of a formida* 
ble and often fatal disea * Notwithstanding the original appearance of 
the series in the Medical Examiner, it it gratifying to have the whole in 
the form of a distinct library book. The work is ^m the celebrated piess 
of Lindsay & Blakiston, Fhikdelphia. 



Retro- Pkaryngf.ai Abscess. — A learned article on this subject appeared 
in the New York Journal of Medicine, by Charies M. Allen, M.D., and has 
since been issued in a pampiiiet of thirty^eight pages.. It contains a medi- 
cal history and treatment, with a statistical table, of fifty-eight cases, and 
will be (biiiid lo possess strong claims to the caf«fiil perosti of pfaetitioa* 
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ers. Cn'^f'^ nnd facts abound in Dr. Allen's paperi with little or nothiogof 
a specuiuuve character. 



Female Medical Colleges. — These are multiplying, but assuming more 
character with the process of development. It is the opinion of a majority 
of medical practitioners, that the«e female schools of medicine, which were 
ostensibly at first intended for teaching the principles and practice of mid* 
wifery, are unnecessary. But there have been, and there stilt are. promi- 
nent medical gentlemen in the leading cities who entertain the opinion 
that it is the appropriate business of females to ntd carh other in child- 
birth. This ha.> inaieriaily strengthened the hands of the few who origi- 
nated and subsequently matured a plan of organization, which has resulted 
in no less than three it not four chartered institutions for the instruction 
of females in the science and art of medicine. These having been called 
Into existence, and the public sympathy being with them, s&d the public 
▼nice resolute in its determination to sustain them, the course that physi- 
cians are to pursue is indicated* They have utterly failed to prevent 
their organization and growth, or deprive them of legislative protectioo. 
To ohvintp the p^reatest injury which mny result from them, physicians 
may hnd it ex[)eilient to unite and mnkf theui as respectable as possible. 
In this wfiy tiiey miy be saved from becoming tools for knaves and un- 
principled per->ons — those who care less for the public weal than iheir own 
pockets. There are men of foresight and wisdom associated in these 
enterprises; and ultimately, if the various bodies of trustees cordially 
unite in securing competent professors, the prospect will brighten, and, 
going from one improvement to another, these schools may be finally 
merged in the regular medical colleges, and substantial good, in the end, 
be realized from an anticipated evil. This is the only way that orcur*» tP 
us, to meet the case. It is uselr-s m fulniinale anri'liPtnas, or work: our- 
selves into a ragn, and be laughed at for a setiseiess display of ili will, 
that vvould oidy exasperate some of the best members of society and fail 
of accomplishing any good purpose. 



New Hampshire Medical ImtihUion. — The medical coinmencenicnt ex- 
ercises were held, as we lenrn fmin the N. H. Journal of Medicine, on tin 
12lh of November, in the Chemical Hall, Hanover, the day being the close 
of the term of public lectures. 

An interesting Address was delivered before the graduation class, by 
Dr. J. S. Fernald, of Barrington ; Dr. F. and Dr. T. H. Marshall, of Ma- 
son, being the Delegates from the New Hampshire Medical Society. 

After the Address, the deorees were conferred upon the candidate? by 
the Pre?<ident of Dartmouth College. Sixteen young gentlemen have l>?ea 
graduated this term, whose names (together with the subject of their The- 
ses), arc ns loilows : 

T. r. Baldwin, A. B., Vershire, Vt. ; Acute Hydrocephalus. Jos. W. 
Barstow, A. B., Keene ; Uric and Phospbatic Diatheses. Albert W. Clarlt, 
Lyndon, Vt.; Inguinal Hernia. Charles E. Davis, Ashhurnham, Mass.; 
Acute Plenrilis. Lafayette Denison, Lyndon, Vt. ; Pneumonitis. Jas. 
C. Dow, iMilton Mills; Reciprocal Duties of Physicians and Patients. Jo- 
seph F. Durgan, Lisbon, Me. ; Typhus Fever. Timothy H. Helme, A. 
B., Brook Haven, N. Y. ; Epidemic Choleras. Mills 0. Heydock, Hano- 
ver; The Liver and its Diseases. Benjamin P. Hubbard, £lgiO| 111.; Na- 
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tiire and Treatment of lntprtiii't» rit Fpver. MeWin J. Hytle, Grand Isle, 
Vt. ; HiErnopiysis. Mnn u.s Iile, Kasi Calais, Vt. ; Pneunioiiilis. Wm. 
B. Reynolds, Acton, Me. ; Etiology of Consumption. Henry L. Rodi- 
more, iBradford, Yl. ; InHammaiton. Wentworth R. Richardson, Otisfield, 
Me. ; Anatomical and Phvsiologiv'al Cliaraciers of the Pneumogastric 
Nerve. Ciioton Warner. Wetiiersfield, Ct. ; Dysentery. 



Otd Liver Oil. — Dr. Hays, of Philadelphia, reports extraordinary suc- 
cess in the treatment of a mnltiliide of patients siifTering under srrofu- 
lo'-rs ophthalmia, and granular lids, hv thp exclnsivo reliance on Cod Liver 
Oil. We have recently witiifv-r-d excellent r» .-nlij^ in the treatment of 
Cntsta lactea, by the same renieily externally and lulernally. Dr. Dudley 
recommends this article in ilie morbid cravingfi of chlorosis, aided by a 
generous diet, and laudanum if necessary. — ^JV. Y, Medical Gazette* 



Medical Intelligence. — Dr. Cornell, of Boston, has received the appoint- 
ment of professor of physiology, hygiene, and medical jurisprudence, ia 
the Female Medical College, Philadelphia. — Dr. Arnold has been oom- 
isated hy ihe Union party, for mayor of Savannah, Ga. — An apothe- 
rarv, in Lowell, administered an ounce of belladonna, instead of an inttMuled 
ounce of PoiTif^ihing q]so. The poor patient was saved, almost as by a 
miracle. — ^rnailpox is cr<'epin<; in upon us again from the north, but the 
general lieakh ot tlie public i?; e\ie!lpnt. — Several medical works are goon 
to be j)ublished. — Dr. IJiadbury. of Oldiown, IMe., has recently amputated 
the thigh at the hip joint, disarticulating the joint. Thiit is a most perilous 
operation in surgery, and one that has t^en but few times successfully done 
in this country. On the 52d day after, the patient was well. — The late 
A. Graham, Esq., of Brooklyn, N. Y., has bequeathed $5000 to the 
Rronldyn City Hospital for the purchase of surgical instrumpnls. He has 
tI>o left S5000 for the support of free lecttircs in that ciiy, the same sum 
for a school of design and gallery of fine arts; S10,000 to the American 
Colonization Society; S5000 to the Honje of the Friendless in N. York, 
besides a large number of other munificent bequests. — A new Medical 
College has commenced operations in Cincinnati, Ohio, which is the fourth 
in the State, legitimately such ; besides the Homoeopathic; Eclectic, Bo- 
tanical, Physopathic, and other pseu do colleges. A respectable Dental 
College ia also located at Cincinnati. — Delegates to the American Medical 
A?sociation from Chester counfy, Penn.. to meet at Richmond in May 
lext : — Doctors A. H. Gaston, W. Worthinglon, J. B. Brioton, W. D. 
H.irtnian, and S. Harvey. 

Hahbibd/— At Chebea, Dr. Cbaries Chate to Mits EKsabeih Thuriow BmbeDk. 



DiKD, — In Pliil.Tfflphia, Dr. Stephen Harri* ; T>r Prt'dprirk Crcm Iry, 38 ; Dr. J. M. Walfare, 
uiurh respected, 37. — lu iVIcrcer. Cn., Peou., Dr. John i3a»i(in. — Oa Loug li^lami, ^i. Y., Dr. J£. 
DeKay. ccl«bf«led «• • writer oa omitlmlfigy. 



U^aiht in Bo.Hinn — for the week ending Saturday nooo, Dec. 6ih, 78.— -Mnles,45 — roiiialeH,33- 
Affidenlal, t>-niK)|)l<>xy, l-^^iiteaM of bowels, |.--(tisea«e of brain, 1— consumption, It-i— renvid- 
3 — cancer, 1 — croup, 4— dysentery, 2— <Iropsy of brain, 4— drowned, 2^ — f rv-'-pclas, 1 — 
t;^pbus fever, 3 — t^phoitl fever, 2 — scarlet fever. 1— -luitf fever, 7— brain fever, I— iiihcase of 
mp, 1— hooping couffa, 2— disease of heart, 8— inftntUo, 10— ^naratmni, ]<— old age, 5— palsy, 1* 
piiefperaJ, 4— •crofoia, 1 — unknown, 2. 

Under 5 yean», 2a — Ijctwecn j and 20 years, ll-~betweeu ^ and 40 year;*, 2!t — between "10 
Bod GO years, 11— over 60 years, 9. A mericann, 96 } foreigners and cbildiea of foit igneia, 4t* 
rha nbovn indodee 7 Uenihe at Ibe Cky Inslttulioaa. 
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Bristol District Medical Society, — Agreeably to adjournment, the Bm* 
tol District Medical Society held their tenth Quarterly Meeting in Taun- 
ton. Mass., Sept. 10th. The President, Dr. Johnson Gardner, in the chair. 

A communication was read from the Suffolk District Medical Socifiy, 
recomtnejiding the adoption of certain rej^oluiions. Alter a leogthy dis- 
cussion — Votedt To lay it on liie table till alter the address. 

Address deliversd by Dr. Nichols, of Taunton, upon the *| lofloeoct 
which the intellect end passions exerl upon the heelth of the bodily orgiia, 
and how in turn these organs re-act upon the mind." 

On motion, a committee of three were appointed to take the Suffolk re- 
solution!! into consideration, and report resolutions upon the subject, embo- 
dying: the sense of this mpetinir-— who afterwards reported the foUowiag, 
which were unanimou^ly a(]opitd. 

JiesaUed, That it is the duty of the Massachusetts Medical Society Is 
look to its Con^stitution and By-Laws as its polar star. 

Resolved^ That the Constitution and By-Laws should always be coo- 
etrued in accordance with their true meaning and interpretatioo. 

BetUcedy That in accordance with the true meaning of the By-Lawi, 
all matters of police, or Tiolation of the laws of the Society, after having 
been investigated hy the Counsellors, should be voted upon 1^ the Society 
without any further investigation of the case in detail. 

Resolved, That ail differences which may arise between different niera- 
bers of the profession, as well as oil violations of the Constitution and 
By-Laws, should be referred to the District Society in which the party or 
parties reside, for settlement, and in all cases of failure of a satisfactory 
adjustment there, either party may refer the matter in dispute to the 
Counsellors, whose decision shall in all cases be final. 

Dr. Carpenter exhibited some splendid samples of medicine sent fer 
eiaminatjon by Philbrick & TraAon, of Boston, and stated that ihey did 

not deal in quack medicines or nostrums of any kind. 

On motion, it \v^9^Unammoudif Buolved^ iPhat it is not only duty but 
the interest of physicians to patronise such druggists <Mr/|f as discard ail 
quack medicines from their shelves. 

Ou motion, the re^ioluiion which was laid on the table at the last meet- 
ing was taken up for discussion, viz. : — 

R^mlGcd, That the principles of Homa-opaihy, as set forth by Hahne- 
mann, and as professed to be adopted by his disciples and followers of the 
present day, are contrary to reason and cdmroon sense, and that it is the 
duty of every friend of medical science to repudiate so great an abeuidiiy 
and imposition upon the community* 

After being discussed by most of the gentlemen present, it was smoM* 
momly adopted. 

The Committee appointed to select a subject for discussion at the next 
meeting, reported the following: — *' Are medical men as accountable f- r 
their sins of oi/f/sswji ns commission ^ In other words, are medical wen 
any le^'s responsible for neglecting what they ought to do, than for doing 
(uiediciually) what they ought not to do ? '* 

Several cases were related where patients had lost their eye^sigbt ia 
consequence of homoeopathic treatment. 

Voted, To adjourn, to meet at the Railroad House, in Attleborough, ths 
second Wednesday in December next. 

Atdebormtgh^ S^. 90, 1851. T^inoBva PBBbPS» Sw*f|r. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE TEAS Of COMMERCE. 

BT B. WABIHOTOMi V. C. 1. 

In my previous communication to the Society ou this subject, in Feb- 
ruar)', 1844 (Memoirs and Proceetiings of the ChenHcal Society, ii. 73), 
I eodeBvored to show that there exist two distinct kinds of green tea, 
imowii in connneice as flttxed and mighMed ; tint tbe former is oolof^ 
ed by the Chinese wttn a mixtme of Fknasian blue and gypsum, te 
which a y^kfw veg^ble colorini; matter ia sometimes added, white the 
ktter are merely dusted with a small quantity of gypsum ; that in the 
speeimen of ihb so-called Canton gunpowdff, this glazing or facing is 
carried to the maximum. I also mentioiied, that I had never met wKh 
it sample of green tea in which the blue tint was given by means of 
indigo^ Since the publication of that paper, I ha^e been in communis 
cation with seferal parties of great experience in this subject, fiom 
whom I iiaye received much additbnal information^ which, with several 
experimental points of interest that have come under mj own imne^ 
diate observation, will form the subject of the present paper. 

Tbe first point to which I wish to call the attention of the Society is, 
the question of the blue colorinf; matter used by the Chinese for color- 
incr ihe <rreen teas being Prussian bine, because some doubts have hnen 
thrown on this subject from various quarters. Mr. BrMre thus st:ites 
(lie[>ort on tlie Manufapture of Teas, he, by C. A. I^mce, Aug. 16, 
1&)9) : — Tlie Chinese call the former (ilie indigo) i/oungiin, the latter 
(the sulphate of lime) acco." Now 1 am favored with the opinion of 
Mr. J. Keevos uu this point, whose knowledge and experience render 
him most competent to decide in such a case ; he believes that indiijo 
is never employed for coloring used un it^a, iluu ilic term youngtin, as 
ased by Mr. Bruce, should be yong-teen,ybn:/o-/i blue, the name given 
l)y the Chinese to Prussian blue, in contradistinction to Too-teen, naHve 
w or indigo ; this, I think, is veiy conclusive evidence, and shows 
(hat Mr. Bruce's statement was erroneous. 

In another quarter a surmise has also been published on this same 
point. Mr. Fortune, in his entertaining work (Three Yean* Wander- 
ings in the Northern Provinces of China, by Robert Fortune) on China, 
^ays, speaking of the ingredient used in dyeing the northern green teas 
fot the foreign market, page 201 There b a vegetable dye, obtained 

20 
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from Isatis bidifj^oiica^ much used in the northern districts, and called 
Tein-c hini:. attd it is not unlikely that it may be the substance which 
is employi'd iiLiaiii, at )>ni;e 307 — " I am very rntirh inclined to be- 
lieve llial tills (i!n' 'relii-ching) is the dyp used to color tli<' ^reen t'^as 
which are ujamifaciured in tlie nortfi of China, for ilie Kni:libh i4»d 
American markeis." This (|ii<'!>tion, however, I think is now satis- 
factorily settled, and the t x))rriiii«'nlnl evidence I had adduced of tlie 
material heinij FrtKsian iihie of a darker or j>aler tint, placf^d hevond a 
douhl \)\ a }H)-iiive deiiioiHlialion ; Mr. Foitiinu has forwarded fro<n 
ihti uoiiIj oi China fur the Indublrial Exhibition, specimens of these 
materials, which from their appearance, there can be no hesitation in stat- 
ing, are fibrous |).suin ^calcined), turmeric root and Prossian blue ; ibe 
latter of a bright pale tint, moat likely from admixture with alumina cr 
porcelain-clay t which admixture may account for the alumina and slica 
ibund as stated in my previous paper, and the presence of which wis 
then attributed poasibiy to the employment of kaolin or agalmatoliie. 

Mr. J. R. Reeves, in a letter to my friend Mr. Thompson, dated Jd? 
1, 1844, commenting 00 my paper, says Mr. Warington's eiperi- 
ments have led him to correct result^ as to the subatances used^ wbicb 
1 know to 1)0 Pru>sian blue, gypsum (fibrous), and turmeric; the seoood 
being sulphate of lime ; and the last, the * yellow, or orange^cokmd 
vegetable substance,' which Mr. W. docs not otherwise name. That 
the coloring is not intended as an adulteratioo, I feel (]uite sure. It is 
given to suit the capricious taste of the foreign buyers, who jud^e of an 
article used as a drink hj the eye instead of the palate. You we'l 
know how little the Ivoiidon dealers, even now, like the yellowish ap- 
pennince of iineoloreil L^ifM'n lea. The Americans, a Jew years since, 
cairieil the dislike even farther than the laij^dish, and then ri>re the Chi- 
nese nierijliant hail scarcelv aiiv chance of sclimji Ins tea uiiK >g he ijave 
it a 'face' llut wtndd ^iiil (fuir fancy. Tiie small qnaiiiitv of the 
colorinsj matter used, musl preciiulc the idea of arlulieraluin a< a ma:: : 
of pfulil." Mr. J. i%i»eves stales, " thai in liie I^st Intlia Coiupar-/s 
time, gypsum and Prussian blue were sometimes used upoa hyson teas, 
Tien Hing using the first on his pale, bright hyson ; Lum ffing, tbe 
latter on his dark, bright leaf ; but these were only in minute quantiiies, 
just sufficient to produce an uniform face.'* 

It is still a question of interest, which I before alluded to, whether 
the gypsum in its caldned state is not used for tbe absorption of ibe 
last portions of moisture, and allowing the tea the better to withstand 
the damp of the sea voyage. Throui^d) the kindiu ss of Dr. Royle, 1 
have received, since my la-t comnumication, a sample of green tea from 
the Kemaoo district, in the Himalayas, which is quite free from any 
facing, as are also the green teas of Java, a lar^e number of which i 
have had the opportunity of examining, and which are exceedingly clean 
and genuine in ihrMr appearance and character. 

On ]]lnck and Grrcn Tcnn. — Mthough the preparation of ureen and 
black tea from the respective phiut^j, the Thea Viridis and the Thea 
Bohrn, has been \\nnnly adv<.M ai» d hv maiiv l>otan»sts. vet it 1^ no^v. 
I believe, pretty generally admitted by all parlies, thai boib greeu and 
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black teas can be and are made, indiscrinunaiely. from the same par- 
cel of leaves, taken Irom the same s[)ecies of jilaiit. It is also well 
known lo all peis^>ns. that the nilnsions from these teas have niaiked 
differences of color and of flavor, mid liiaL the eirects produced on 
soiiiu coiistiliitions by green lea, such as nervous inilabilily, sleep- 
lessness, kc, are very distinct from those of black tea. Their cha- 
racterisiic physical differences are too well known to require any com- 
ment, but they have peculiar chemical properties to wh»h we shall 
have occasion to allude more parlk^ularly presently, and which ba«« 
always been aitributed by chemists to the effect of high heat in the 
processor roanuracture. 

The question presents itself then— from whence do these distinguish- 
ing peculiarities arise, and to what are they to be attributed ? From 
olMervations made in other directions, in the course of the routine work 
of the establishment to which i am attached, J had formed in my own 
oiind certain conclusions on this subject. 1 allude to the exsiccation of 
medicinal herbs; these are for the most part nitrogenous plants, as the 
Atropa belladorma, the llijosnjnmus niger, the Conium maculatuniy ViVkA 
othon?. The plants are hroufjlji To ns hy the <^ro\vpr^ or rollectors from 
thr rotintry, tied uj) in bundles, and when they arrive fresh and cool 
they dry of a irood bright green color; but. on the contrary, it is found 
that if ibey are delayed in their transit, oi remain in a confined slate 
for loo lung a (>eriod, lliey become heated, horn a species of spontaneous 
fermentation, and when loosened and spread open ennl vapors, and are 
sensibly warm to the hand ; when such plants are dried, the whole of 
the grtcn color is found to have been destroyed, aiid a red-brown and 
sometimes a biackish'broum residt is obtained. 1 had also noticed that 
a clear infusion of such leaves evaporated carefully to dryness was not dU 
redissolved by vtakr^ but left a quantity of bsiiwn imdized esOra^ht 
matUtf to whksh the deoominatkHi apotheme has been applied by some 
chemists ; a similar result is obtained by the evaporation of an infusion 
of black tea. The same action ukes place by the exposure of the ii»- 
fuskms of many vegetable substances to the oxhlising influence of the 
atmosphere ; they become darkened on the sarfiice, and this <rradually 
spreads through the solution, and on evaporation the same oxidized ea> 
tradke matter will remain insoluble in water. Again, 1 had found that 
the green teas, when wetted and re-dried, with exposure to the air, were 
nearly as dark in color as the ordinary black teas. Piom these observa- 
tions, therefore, 7 was induced to believe that the peculiar characters 
and chemical differences which distino;uish black tea from ^reen, were 
to be attributed to a species of heatini,' or fermentation, ac( ompnnied 
with oxidation by expocuic to lIk' nir, and not to its being submitted 
to a hi«;her temperrume m ilw }H0cess of dryinE^, as had been L^f iH-rally 
concluded. My opinion was partly confirmed by a^ <m taitiin*; from par- 
tita conversant with the ('i)inese manufacture, that the leaves for the 
black teas were alw u s allowed to remain ex[K>sed to the air in mass, for 
some lime before ihey were roasted. Mr. Ball, in his valuable work 
(An Account of the Culuvauou aud Manufacture of Tea in Chiiia, by 
Samuel Ball, Esq.) on the manufacture of tea, has described in detail 
the whole routine of these interesting processes, fully conQrming my pre- 
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conceived opinioiis, and of whicli I cannot do better than give yoa t 
sunnnary. Some of the facts, I believe, had been published in Batavia 
in 1844, by Mr. Jacobson (Handbook v. d. Kulu ea Fabfik 
m the Diiteh language* In tbe preface to his work, Mr. Bdl says 

It wiU be seen by dttlts iackicotaUy ndferted to, that the iacts vd 
moat of the roati^riaia of thk work, were establisbcd aod collected tbktf 
years a^." ^ These facts, as well as other imierials, were derived from 
conversation with growers and uianiputaton from the tea distiicta ; dom 
written doeuments fumisfaed by Chinese ; from published works m the 
same language diligendy sought out ; and also from correspondence wid 
a Spanish missionary long resident in i!u provinoe of Fokim. These 
were all put into their present form full tweoty years ago, and were 
read to one or two friends during my residence in China*"—" They 
were not, bowe? er, so arranged, with any view to immediate publica* 
tion."— They were thus disposed, as the best mode of recording aod 
keeping together the facts and materials I had collected/' — But it 
was not till the year 184*1, when I received Mr. Jarobson's Handbook 
on the cultivation of tea in Java, that I found my own views so far 
coiifiinied, and my infocmation such as to justiiy me in brioging my 
- bors to a close. '* 

The processt's peculiar to tiie |)ref)aration of black lea, are styled Leaog- 
Chin?, To-(/iiint^ and Oc-Ching, and these all consist in carefully-watch- 
ed and regu!at( (J procehses of spontaneous heating or slow fermcntatiau 
of the leaves uniil a certain de<rree of fragrance is devf lujied. The 
leaves are said to tt^ther and if/t-e, and became soft and placid. The ut- 
most care, [)rariical skill and ex|)€rit'nt e are required ia the jjioperly con- 
ducting these operations, and as soon as the proper point is arrived at, the 
leaves are to be immediately removed to the Kuo or roesting-pan. AP 
tcr being toasted and iplled two or three times, they are then to be dried, 
and this is efl^ted in the Poey4ong, which consists of a cyliodei 
of basket«work, open at both ends, and covered on the outside widi 
pa]:^r ; it is about 9| leet in height, and 1} in diameter, which diamelBr 
IS diminished m tbe centre like in ordinary dKe4Mii to one fiiot and a 
quarter. This stands over and round a small charcoal fire, and is 
jplied with orasB-bars about fourteen inches above the fire, on whksb aa 
open sieve containing the tea is placed ; and a small apertoro about as 
inch and a half in diameter n made in the centre of the tea with tbe 
hand, so that an ascending current of air and the products of the cofl> 
bustion pass through and over the tea contained in the sieve* A ciici^ 
lar flat bamboo tray is placed partially over the mouth of this cylinder, 
and most probably serves to regulate the rapidity of the ascending cur- 
rent, prevent the admission of the cold air to the Icnves, and at the 
same timH rDow a sufl]ri<Mit outlet for the opniMHtt-d watery va}X)rs and 
the products ol coinbuslirMi. At the cow\\\cnrvuwnl of this operdtkai, 
the moist leaves are still ^reen and jrtanj their vet;etBble ap[)fcirRnce : 
after the drvin<r has continued about l]*ilf an hour, the leaves are turned, 
and agaiii submitted to the heat for another half hour ; ihey arp then 
taken out, rubbed and twisted, and after sifting away the biuall dust, 
again returned to the sieve and drying tube. This operation of mkmg 
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is very necessar)', to remove any of the small tea or dust which might 
otherwise fall through the nieshe'? of tlic sieve on to tlie fire, and the 
products of their coinbiisnon would deteri irate and spoil the flavor of 
the tea. The leaves hn\ e now bejiiin to assume their black color : the 
fire is diminished or deadened by ashes ; and tlie o|>eration of roUing, 
iwisiinjj and silting is repcfitcd once or twice until they have become 
tjuiie black in color, well twisted, and perfectly dry and crisp. They 
are then picked . winnowed, und placed in large quantities over a very 
jlow Grc loi aboiU two hours, the cylinder beinf; closed. 

fVow, that this black color is not owing to fire is evident ; for in cases 
meotioaed bjr Mr. Ball, where the leaves ba%'e been dried in tKe sun, 
ibe same color is obtained ; aod on the other side, if roasted 6r9t, with- 
out tlia [irocess oT lermentatioa or withering , and then finished in the 
Poej^long, a kind of green tea is produced. 

In the operations for the inanulactitra of green tea, on the contraiy, 
the fresbly-pbked leaves are roasted in the Kuo at once, without delay, 
at a high temperature ; rolled and roasted a vain and again, assisted some- 
times with a fanning operation to drive the moisture; and always 
with brisk agitation until the dr}'ing is coinpleted. 

The marked diflferences in the mode of manufacture of black and 
green tea, will, I consider, after what has been stated, fully account for 
all the variation of physwal and chenMoal properties to which I have 
liefore ntliided. 

Adukeration and Sophisticatian of Teas, — Since writing my former 
paper, several teas have come imdrr my notice which nm<i he classed 
undfT this heruf, The first 1 shall mention is a sophistication which has 
been carried on in this country to sniiK; extent, and consists in giving 
the appearance of green tea to an imported black tea. The material 
used as the hoiiics for this process of manufacture is a tea called scent- 
H caper ; it is a small, closely-rolled black tea, about the size of small 
ifu/ipourfcr, and when colored is vended under this latter denomination, 
the difference in price between the scented CRj^er and this fictitious gun- 
powder being about Is. per jwund, a margin suflicient to induce the 
fraud. This manufacture has been carried on, 1 understand, at Man- 
chester, and was kept as secret as possible ; and it was only after coo- 
wktabie trouble that some of my friends soceeeded in obtaining tw« 
diflferent speoimens for mo, that could ho foll^ depended on, as originat- 
iag in this manafoelory. It appears that it is generally mixed with 
other tea, so as to decdve the parties testing it. How this maooAetoiy 
WIS oooduoted 1 am not prepared to say :-4Mit some preparatkm of 
oipper must have been employed, as the presence of that metal ia 
readily detected in the speoimens I reeeived. I believe, however, that 
tbs sophistksatkm has caased. 

I have now to call your attention to another adulteratkm of the most 
fligranc kind. Two samples of tea, a black aod a green, were lately 
put into my hands by a merchant for examination, the results of which 
he has allowed me to make public. The black ten was styled rented 
caper; the green y gunpowder ; and I undersinnd they are usually im- 
iported into this country in small chests called catty packages. The ap- 
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pearance of these teas is rernarkahle ; they are apparvnily exceedingly 
closely rolled, ;nui vi^i v heavy ; ih<i reasons for which will be clearly de- 
itionslrated. They possess a very fragrant odor. The black lea is in 
compact ffranide^. like sliot of varying size, and presenting a fine glossy 
lustre uf a very iluvL' hue. The green is also KranuUir and compaci, pre- 
senting a brj>;hL pak-blui^h aspect, with a shade of green, and so higUj 
glazed and faced, that the facing rises in clouds of dust when it b agitated 
or poured from one vessel to another ; it even coats the vesseb or papai 
00 which it may be poured. On examiDing these samples, in the ma- 
ner described in my former paper, to remove this facing, I was struck bj 
the tenacity with which it adhered to the surface, and which I had never 
remarked in any previous sample, requiring to be soaked for some tine 
in the water before it could be detached ; with this precaution, how- 
ever, the greater pait of the facing material was removed. It proved, 
in the case of the sample of green tea, to be a ^le Pnissiao blue, a yeU 
low vegetable color, wliieh we now know to be turmeric, aod a very 
Iar«;e proportion of sulpliate of lime. The (acing from the sample of 
black tea was perfecih biatik in color, and on esamioatkm was foimd to 
consist of earthy graphite or black lead. It was observed that during 
the prolonged soakin«r operation, to which these teas had been subniitted, 
tliere was no tendency exhibited in either case to unroll or expand, for a 
reason wliicli will he presently obvious. One of the samples was lljere- 
fore treated wiib hot water, without, however, any portion of a leaf 
in^ rendered apjiarmt. It increased in size slightly, was didiiite^raieti, 
ond then it was found that a large quantity of sand and dirt had snb- 
siiK d : this was separated by decantaion, and collected; it was found 
to atuount to 1.5 i^iains from 10 i^rains oi the sample, or I'y in the 100 
parts. it was evident, however, that miieh of the lighter pariiclr- 
miist have been lost in ilie process of decantation ; a weighed quaiiiiu 
yf ihe sample was therefore carefully calcined, until tlie ash was quite 
while, and the whole of the carbonaceous matter burnt off ; it yielded a 
result equivalent to 37.5 on the 100 parts. During this operation, also, 
00 expansion or uncurling of the leaf, as is generally to be observed 
when beat is applied to a genuine tea, was seen ; in iact, it was quite 
evident that there was no haf to unctir/, the whole of the tea being b 
the form of dust. The question next presented itself as to how these 
materials had been held together, and this was readily solved ; lbr« oo 
examinmg the infusion resulting from the original soaldng of the sample, 
abundant evidence of gum was exhibited. 

The sau)ple of green tea was of a precisely similar kind to the black ; 
it yielded 4.55 grains of ash, &c., from 10 grains of the specimen, or 
45.5 per cent. A specimen of Java gtmpowder yielded 5 per rent, of 
ash ; so that we have in this sample 40.5 per cast, of dirt and sand over 
and above the weight of ash yielded by the incineration of a genuine tea. 

Thus we have then in these sample?; a mixture of tea dust with dirt 
and Mini!, at/irhitinated into a mass with a ijuniiny matter, most prol>a- 
bly nianufaetured from rice-dour, then formed into granulf*s of tlie de- 
sired size, and lastly dried aod colored, according to the kiud re4|Uired 
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by the manufacturer, either with black lead, if for hhck lea ; or with 
Prussian bkie, L'^vpsuni, or turmeric, if inlenderi for [irtrii. 

Since exanmim^ these two samples, 1 have obtiiinefl dironLrh a friend 
another specimen of green lea, having a very different a}>j)earanee ; ih;U 

better oKiaulactured, or rather, I should say, more likely to rleci-ive 
the cu.->U)ii)er, from its being; made to imitate an ungbized ten. Jt is of 
a yellowish-greea color, scented and granulated as the former samples, 
and not much dusted ; it yielded 34 percent, of ash. sand and dirt. 

00 inquiry, I have learned that aboqt 750,000 lbs. weight of these 
IMS have been iroported into this country within the last eighteien 
rooDtbs^ their iatroducdon being quite of modern origin ; and I under- 
Hand that attempts have been made to get them passed through the Cus- 
toms as mamfoctwrtd good$, and not as teas ; a title which they certainly 
liebly merit, although it must be evident, from a moment's consideration, 
tbat the revenue would lioubtless be defrauded, innsmuch as the con- 
sumer would have to buy them as teas from the dealer. It is to be 
i(»red, however, that a market ibr them is found elsewhere. The Chi- 
aese, it appears, will not sell them except as teas, and liave the candor 
to specify them as lie teas ; and if they are mixed with other teas of low 
quality, the Chinese merchant gives a certificate, stating the proportion 
of the lie tea present with the genuine leaf. Tliis manufacture nnd 
mixing is evidently pr iciised to meet the price of the English merchant. 
In the case of the above samples, the lilack is called by the Chinese, 
lie Jiower caper ; the green, lie gunpowder ; the average value is from 
8H. to Is. per lb. The brokei-s have adopted thf curious term [ntm and 
diist, as applied to these lie teas or their mixtures, a cognomen which at 
6rsi I had some difficulty in understanding, from the rapid manner in 
which the two first words were run together. 

1 will subjoin the results obtained from the careful incineration of a 
variety of teas, as they may be interesting, for the purpose of compari- 
soQ, and illustrate the point I have mentioned as to these spurious teas 
being mixed with genuine onen. 

Gunpowder tea, made in Java, gave 5j(v grains of ash in (he 100 parts j 



Gunpowder, during Um EmI Iddia Coin|Mnj's Cbaner, - 5.0 
KemaoD hynon, .........6il 

AMSmh^-son, ....'•«... 6jO 

Lie tnnpowder, No. • - • • • • - 

*» No.2, 34.0 

StentnA nper, .........ftJt 

Lie flo«er caf)«"r, - 37.5 

Mixtures containing Ibeiw lie teas. No. 1, .... 22 5 



it « NaS, • - • • 

^mrierly Jtmnud of the Chemkal Society, Juli/ 1, 1851« 



ON THE RECIPROCAL AGENCIES OF MIND AND MATTER. 

[ComlBiMd fr«m |iat« Sll.] 

In taking into consideration the leading characteristics and powerful 
agency of that gift of God which constitutes the supremacy of man over 
the rest of animated nature, The Humtm Mmdf I began by attempting to 
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Aive a sketch (how brief soever and imperfect it might be) of its physio- 
logy. I traced a feeble outline of the different leading theories of its rnodf 
and power of actinoj on our corporeal or^ii^anization ; illii^irnTinLT the al>- 
slruse consideration by examples of its eii'ect^'-— its agency in ncriiiir: 
disease — anri its connection with various mental pnssioiis ami eiTinir us. 
I subsequently took a cursory view of the phenomena ot its morbid con- 
dition, viz., Insanity; and 1 now, in conclusion, propose to resume the 
subject of what must undoublodly be considered the most nwful visita- 
tion wliii h "flesh is heir to." It is much to be laint'iitrd iU-M mental 
ahenuiion, in one form or anuiiier, is, and must be, perpi uially on thf? 
increase, for, endowed, as it is with an iierediiarv properly moru inhereot 
than uny oLhejr malady, it travels (ihuugh "baud passibus ajquis '*) with 
ihe increase of population ; and I believe that J am not guilty of ex- 
aggeration when 1 state that there Me now do lest than dO,CX)0 pff>- 
ms in Great Britain and Iraland who are tbaa' xfflieced. Dr« Buirows, 
fo wbom 1 have frequantly aJluded, and wboae auchoritj is i|iMited 
all anodern wrilera on the subject, calculaled that in six-eerendis of the 
whole of the patients under his chaijge the eattse was traeeaWe to be> 
leditai^ disposition, Mneh of this is attribataUe to infeimarriage, espe- 
cially in the highest circle of society, where oorrBsponding rank b a 
piocipal incentive lo that slate ; and it is distressing to observe how die 
young of both sexes will rush to the embnee of dieir wealthy and 
aristocratic admiren, if a coronet hot form the crest, though insanity aod 
scrofula may be the supporters to their arms ! Sliotdd the ftunilica ef 
both sides be liable to insanity, the probability of this sad heir4oDm is, 
d fortiori, doubled, and the manifestation of the disease will piobabij 
he doubled also in the odipring of peisons 

" mnx datunw 

Frofeikiem viuusiorem." 

Yet, though insanity is ever on the increase, for reasons jtist stated, it 
IS equally true and satisfactory to feel that, since it has become the sub- 
ject of deeper study and closer observation, our knowledge of the treat- 
ment and general nianageroent of its victims is much enlightened aod 
improved. An erroneous idea once prevailed that it was commonly in- 
curable ; and the melancholy subjects of this infirmity were shut up in 
dungeons and dark cells, and subjer(*>d to coercion and cruellit*s on which 
it is painful to reflect. ''Cribb'd. cabui'd and conOned," no etTorl was 
made to restore their intellect, or contribute to their comfort. They 
passed tlieir gloomy days and wretched nii^hts, year after N ear, in straw 
and darkness, till death in mercy came to liberate thojn Uom utter hope- 
lessness and unremillini£ suirerinir. INo couimissinm i?; visited thenj — no 
friends were permitted to aj)pioach them — and the melancholy all that 
awaited the poor wretches who were consigned to such infamous B*l- 
tilles was 

Thank?, however, to the etihirged piiihmlhropy and enll^^htened ag- 
grandizements of medical science of the present day, this national dis- 
grace is swept away ; and the statistics ol insanity clearly show that a 
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very large proportion nf the insane nre now restored to the lifjht of rea- 
son, and to the use ot all their faculties. Dr. Prirliard states that, in 
recetit ra-^t^s, the proportion was 7 out ot 8 in the York Retreat. Tlie 
dilf**rent lurms of the disease are now more deeply studied ; their causes 
ascertained : their dilFenn'i character rjiet with aj)propriate medical and 
moral treatment : and society is enriclied by the resuscilatioa of many 
a valuable uieuiiier tiiat had else been forever lost !o it. So amenable, 
in fact, is it now considered to proper management, that were it possible 
to obtain an exact comparison of the number of recoveries from otiier 
diseases with those of insauilv, more would be found to recover from 
ikk than from most others. JSarly treatment is, however, so indispensa- 
Utt to rapid re<^very, that, were the same prompt attention given to in- 
fluitj tmt is generally given to other diseases, still happier results might 
flmae; but the invasion of mental derangement is often so insidious, 
md jhe relatives are so disinclined either to admit its existence, or to re- 
veal it to any one, that the affliction is neglected till its real character 
becomes usquestiooahle. But why ? as Horace says, 

*• ■ Nam cur 

Quae Ispdunt orultmi Iwlina* dcmcm } fi qoki 
£f I timiii—, difien qprandi lonput m uNia 1 " 

teh, however, is the case — and the malady, becoming more con6rroed 
by duration, is proportionally more difficult of cure. In estimating the 
prognosis, it will be necessary to review the particular species, the pre- 
ilisposing or exciting causes, the simple or the complicated character, the 
age, sex and constitution of the patient, as welt as the duration of the 
ciisease-^for the curahility mainly, as 1 say, depends upon these circum- 
stances. I gave a summary of them at the close ot my last lecture, 
tti accordance with the observation and experience of others as well as 
with my own ; and the complexion of the malady is now so well un- 
derfood, that the classification of curable and incurable patients is readily 
made in every asylum. Tbe cure, however, is not always either per- 
manent or complete. Relapses and recurrences are evT to be appre- 
hended, and each relapse increases the tendency in pioportion to the 
inherpnt liriljiliiit's of the person, or the excitement of liie occasional 
caii>t\ SoriiPi lines recurrences appear to be periodical or intermittent, 
and 1 know one case in which the person so afflicted was so aware of 
the approaching visitation that he always presented himself for admis- 
sion at a private asylum before each crisis arrived, aiul re(]uested to be 
taken cure of! The difference between a Relapse and a Recurrence is 
that, in the fonner, the symptoms can hardly be said to have entirely dis- 
appeared ere they present themselves afrero : in the latter, the restora- 
tion to sanity has been complete. The return in hoth cases generally 
arises from exposure to what originally induced it, be the cause what it 
may, and is tishered in by tbe same symptoms that first indicated its 
eiisteace* The longer and more complete the recovery, the less is the 
liabinty to a recurrence, and as tbe frequency of recurrence or relapse 
srises mostly from premature di8char|re, patients should be considered 
exempt firom every indication some tune before their Eioeat is signed. 
Recovery from mania is mostly gradual-Hi mitigation of the intense 
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symptoms becomes observable, with occasional lucid intervals. Some- 
titn*":^ it is '>»j(lilt.'n. 1 I'avo an instance of it in mv Inst le cture frotn ih*^ 
abrupt and sudden iniimalion of a parent's dealli : but tliis w not conv 
mon. The reaiuval of patients from their own Jiome, and Iroin the 
cin !<' of thf ir u l.unll) , \\ ill frequently produee a rapid anrl •stroni: 
inii>iv--i.)i) oil ilie malady. Tlie new ^( cue, and tin* a!t<MKianc»- cl 
stiaiint r- oil |»a(leiils, awaken the inwani nKjuiry into iheir siniaiion ;iud 
pu-iiioii ; and ibc raving state which ijad liiiherto prevailed w ill lapse 
at ouce into a stale of trancpiilHtv and silence — '* a f oiisunitnatioti de- 
voutly to he \\i>hed." W ht ic. indeed, the exciteMK iit is inordinate, se- 
clusion and fonfiueinent becuiuc iuoi.>pensable. By seclusion, 1 nvetB 
simply the removal from noise, or any other excitement, to a quiet apart- 
ment, till this turbulent manifci»latioii has subsided ; and at the A^lum al 
Hanwell we find that there are apartments xk\ purpose, the walls of whaefa 
are all padded, and the floor protected by bedding, so that all.poaaibilitT of 
a patient injurin^r bitiuself is entirely obviated, whiUt tlie irritation of co- 
ercion is a I the same time avoided* These dermen tenorU are, of 
course, only in extreme cases. 

]t appears extraordinary tliat an organ like the brain, endowed as it 
is with all the plii Moinena which re^rnlate existence, and which is so io- 
dispensahh* to life that even the slightest pressure on it simulates deaiht 
and unnihilat< s all power both of mental and bodily action, can be so 
utti'riy (lisoi(! rt <i a:» to retjuii'e incarceration year after year : and that, 
nolwiiliNiandiu^j the privation of its principal functions, life shoidd he 
protra<:led in so many instances to so late a period as nianiars ana p.— 
that its int» lle» tual ofiiee. in other w ords, slinidd he totally sii^p» i!i1rMi, 
and its physieal conlmM" imatR'cled ! Yet ll is in some few insiancc?, 
as the eejHiis of the ( iiniinenta! asylums, as wvW a> those of this coun- 
try, can |iio\i\ in t!ie coniparalivelv few cases in which lont!«'Vity uc- 
CIH-. til.' -.*luiion »>f til'" piniilcii) i)iii>i l»e in the strength ul ilie <"oo- 
stilutioii. the ai»-.Mi('e (>{ aiiv iin nial an\ifty or leehng, and the regu- 
larity of life ; iiur mu-t oiiiil the iaif ami attention paid to the 
health of the inuiaie- of au asylinn. Dr. Kitchener used to say ibtl 
"Glass will last as lum; us iron, if you take care of it;" and perhaps 
nothing conduces more to lon;;evity in ourselves (I speak oo the pie- 
sumption of our not bcin«; insane !) than regularity in our regimen as well 
as in our diet. The average niortalitj I believe to be about t id 4. 
and those who feel an interest in the subject have only to inspect the 
registry of the ditferent a^^ylums and make the calculation : suffice it to 
say that, in the a^^regate (though there are many exceptions), the mar* 
tality of the in-ane very far exceeds that of an oppo-lte eondltioo, inde- 
pendently of the many fatal complications to which insanity b liable. 
Of these^by far the most frequent are apoplexy and epilepsy, and their 
concomitaniii, puril\s!> and convulsions, and tliese constitute, ntoi^ 
over, the principal l.ital terminations. Very iiiany sink from exhairs- 
tion, or, as Dr. Ileiuy Monro terms it, "depression of vitality.^ 
acromprtnied sonn'tlmt-s by a general serotrs effusion and ijifilii ation — 
the vital energy is exhausted, and the flame L'oes out t)eeau-e liiene 
is no more oil in the lump. This is especially the case in mclat)* 
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cholia, ami also wliore mania has generated into dementia and idlory : 
and inasfnncli as insunily is a disease based on deliiliiy, sucli a ici- 
minaiion may naturally be apprehended, especially where it has be- 
come chronir. In incipient or acute cases there is gradually nun; 
or less inflaiianalory action, with a vascular cuiuiition of ihe bi.uti 
or iti membranes ; but tlien it is of so asthenic a character as not 
to sanction depletion in its general acceptation. A few leeches to the 
bead may relieve, and very often do relieve, and the same Ikvorable re- 
sult IS derived from cupping, but the lancet is very seldom admissible, 
even in raving cases, ana is now scarcely ever used. In puerperal cases, 
or in delirium tremens, we may almost pronounce it fatal, and a dis- 
crimination must always be made between inflammation and irritation 
The latter state is that which mostly obtains in insanity, and universally 
in the forms which I have just mentioned. If blood be abstracted, it 
very rarely exhibits a buffy coat ; and what alteration may be observa* 
bie occasionally is rather to be explained on the giound of that violent 
exertion and mental excitement which Hunter affirmed would alter more 
or less its properties. I attended a case of violent mania not lon^ since^ 
in which blood had been copiously taken by the lancet, and the arm 
had bled alresh after the surgeon had left the house. I found the pa- 
tient bathed in profuse perspiration, violent as ever, and restrained by a 
Mraii^lit wnistcoal ; next day he sank and expired. A post-mortem 
exaniiuaUon was refused. But in very recent cases (and this was only 
of three day«^' duration) it freijueiitly happens that no disease of struc- 
ture can be detected. In no class of diseases is this more frequently 
the case than in those of the nervous system. The structure of the 
Ijrain and n<M\r. is so extremely di'licaie, and there is someiliiniT so 
siil)tle in their nioile of action, that considtrable disturbance often arises 
in their Hnictions without our beinjj; able to detect a corresponding 
physical cause. Many of tlieir disorders are consequently termed /unc- 
timwlf as we cannot demonstrate to any certainty on what species of 
diseased structure the various forms of insanity depend. The 'dura 
outer, except in cases of violent injury, is comparatively little affiicted. 

[Tl> IM e«Nlttlt«Mll.) 



MEDICtNA MRCHANICA. 

BT ISAAC FIDDOCK, V.D. 

A BARRISTER Complained of numbness in the anterior ami middle part 
of tlie right thigh. The nunjbness had existed about four months, 
sometimes more and sometimes less j)erceptible, but never entirely re- 
movedt giving rise, in the patient's mmd, to the fear of paraplegia, or, as 
he termed it, the barrister's paralysis. As be had formerly suffered from 
spiKimodic stricture and hemorrhage into the bladder, from passing the 
catheter, it was supposed that the numbness might be symptomatic of 
some morbid condition of the urino-genital organs; but only negative 
replies were elicited by inquiries directed to ascertain that point. 

he was sufiering fiom febriN^ catarrh, a purgative pill and a sudo- 
rific draught were prescribed. From the operation of these remedies 
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some rvVw( from the niimhiiess \vn% otjiained ; but in two day^ it return- 
ed ill its loriner dej^ree. It orctirn'd to ine, knowing that tlie occujia* 
tion of my pntifnt was sL'(l(M)lar^ . iluit numbness mijrht hf entirely 
local, occHsioiird hv siiiin^f in sotiif parlifuhr j)osiiiori. On requCTtin" 
him to show me liovv lu* sal al lii^ wniin.: l.»l)lf, I saw instantly how the 
niuui)ii«'-s had hrt n prodnrcd an(i perpt Uiaied from day to day ; for in- 
stead of sittinu opjK>bjlt', he sat sideways to his table. This posiiKxi 
threw the principal weis^hi of his bociy on the cutaneous l)njnches of tht 
sciatic nerve ; and hence the local numbness was clearly traced to ^'ar- 
tial pressure ; and this was further confirmed by a sensation of a glov 
of wMiiitb following tb« numbiieM, after the p r ejeu i c was remoTed. 

Th» ease ia ool recorded for the sake of anything extnordnmry, either 
m its Datura or its treaCmeot, bot lor the very oppoaite reasoo--die lie- 
qaeocy of the cause, and the simplicity of its cure. In anonwloos ailcc* 
tions of the nerves, uoattended by disorden of health, carefiil inmtig^ 
tion frequently leads to a discovery both of the cfisease and its reoNdy* 
The shoemaker, for instance, may suffer from constant gastrelgia, o»ing 
to the pressure of the last on the epigastric region. The scribe may suffer 
from pain in the left hypochondriac region, from pt eaaute against the d«k. 
Pain may be feh in the knee-joint from preasure of a gaiter* Headache 
may arise from occupations occasioning a constant drag upon the cervi- 
cal region by the prone position of the head, as in milliners and other 
needle-women. Pains and loss of power and sensibility may be felt m 
the arms and hands, by «;l«'epin<r on the hack, with lh»' ann« rrn>'i»»d 
over the htiad. Pains and loss of powpr rnay be produced in the fiivj^R 
and wri'Jt hv »jni<pm'j p* n Ion finnlv in \vniln«i. This i^ni- rd!!^ 
l)a|)|>Mii'. lo prr>ons whu>e h.ind-v<i t Uiiiif i< L''N"><i. liuL whosr liaiui lia*; be- 
come unsteady : the firm L'rnsp of the [»eti js tor the purpose of «tead\' 
ing the hand. It is probable that lo this cause — viz., iuiUlini^ the hiii>h 
—more than lo tin? poison of lead, the wrist-drop of house-paintem 
may he owing. i\iins in the larynx and hoarseness of voice may be 
occasioned by reading aloud and preaching, witti the bead bending ovar 
the hook or manuscript. Cases oi this kM are of frequent occuneDce; 
they are intractable to remedies, but speedily cease on avoiding the ex- 
citing cause.— Louden Lanai. . 



ON SUPERNUMCRAty riNOBRS AND TOC8. 

BT ROBERT CRAWFORD. M.D., SATHO. 

Tbb following facts are worthy of being put upon record. They 

are curious and interestin;; in a physiological point of view, as ilia*- 

tratin*: ilip pattrnal infliienre on the physiral conformation of the ofl- 
spnng, and afT(>r{l an example of the rare occurrence, tfmt n nian may 
have by dilTt rent women cliildren with the same maltonnauou, as ob- 
served by Luber and Meckel, nnd. what is more rare still, that a de- 
formity of the father may be transmitted to his children, as remaiietl 
hy Burdoch and Osiander — nay, even to his children's children, dis- 
proving the notion frequently entertained, that luonstrosities are depeoti- 
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ent on the imagiottton of the mother, fHgbts, bo. &c.» and, 1 may add, 
are iiide|Modent of aoy original malfotinatbn of the gemi) which has 
been aaMgned as a cause of these aberratkNis of nature. 

Mrs. after a safe and speedy labor, was delivered of her second 
child, a stioog healthy male, on 19th ult. The iniant had two super* 
mniieraiy fingers, one attached by a pellicle to the external aspect 
of the metacarpo-phalangeal articulation of each little finger. They 
weie well (brmed, with nails and three phalanges each, hot the tendons 
were in a very riidimenlary state* Mr. Cfaig informs me that his for- 
mer assistant, Dr. Legat, now in extensive practice at South Sliields, at- 
tended Mrs. T. in lier first labor, and removed from the baby (a female) 
two supernumerary fingers similarly situated. I have ascertained also from 
Mr. T., that he had two fingers removed in infancy from tfm 5^nnie parts 
of tlie hands as his children had, t!ie cicatrices of which he siiowed 
me. He has, husides, six toes on tiu h loot. The supernumerary toes 
project from the dorsum of the luitidle luatatarsal bones. All Mr. T.'s 
toothers cind sisters had more thLin the natural number of hnHers or 
liMin — some l)()ih. His father, wlio hail sik loes on each foot, by a 
second inariiai:^ Imd a son atid ilnee (laughters. There was nothing 
j>eculiar ahom the latkT, Ijiit the son lias ihe proximal extremity of both 
great toes single. Tlicy appear to bifurcate about the centre — or laiher, 
eadi formS) from the cenire, two toes surrounded by one continuous skin, 
temuoatin^ at the distal estrecnity by two nails eaob. A sister of Mr* 
T/s, mamedt had four childreo, of whom one (a daughter) has six toea 
oo each foot. 

Oo the authority of a respected clerical irieDd, I also state the follow^ 
lag facts, which he can personally lerify, and which occuned in a 
parish where he at one ttnie held the cure : — 

A female relative (either a sister or aunt) of A. B., had a child with 
a supernumerary finger or toe on each extremity. A. B. married, ha 
bid eight children, two of whom had six fingers or toes on each extremity. 
A young woman in the neighborhood accused A. B. of being the father 
of a child with which she was pregnant ; but this he strenuously de« 
nied. The woman brought forth twins, and each had six fingers on 
♦*ach hand, anrl six to-'s on cacli foot — certainly a retnarkable coinci- 
dence, if the woman's accusation was false ; but more probably a strong 
presumptive proof of the paternity of the olF^prlng. I may add an in- 
structive medico-legn! fict, which occurred in the same locality, and 
which T stale on the same aulhoriiy. A theft was conmiitted, and the 
authoniit's, while investigating the matter, detected the impression of a 
foot on the soil ; it presented the appearance of sit toes, and was traced 
to thn son of /V. without any dilficulty, — EdinOurgh MoiUJUy Journal 
of Medical Scieiice. 



INCOMt'IJ, ri: FACIAL PALSY. 
ICoiumimicuted Tor the Hur.i(>i! Medical and Surgical Journal.] 

Some time since, Mr. A. H., of R., a gentleman past the meridian of 
life, of active and regular habits and sound health, was thrown from a 
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wagon and received some severe contusions upon the face and chest* 
After recovering from the immediate eB^ts of the shock, there remain- 
ed a slight and partial paralysis of the muscles of the right side of the 
face, along with a slightly impaired degree of sensation and a ronse- 
quent feeling of numbness. It became a matter of therapeutical as 
well as speculative interest to make out the pathology of this atfeciion. 
Thn .impaired fimnlions seemed lo indicate that the nerves of sensation 
and motion were bolli implicated. It is lo be regretted that the condi- 
tion of the tempnnil. tiia^seter and ptervuoid muscles, the sense of taste 
on that side, arul the comiuion (>( the riglil eye, were not noted. Local 
palsy i'^ «;()meiiiiies attributable to lesion of the porlio dura of seventh, 
an e\' hi-ively motor nerve. Careful dissection shows that no portion 
of tills is distributed to the temporal and masseter muscles. If on eva- 
minaiion the muscles of mastication had been found to be atfect- d, ibe 
probal>iliiy would be lessened that the seventh nerve was in lault. 

In this case ihc more reasonable conclusion seems to be that the 
trouble lies with die fifth pair of cranial nerves, or trifacial. This nerve, 
arising like the spinal by an anterior motor and posterior seiuory root, 
and distributed by the ophthalmic, superior and infenor maxillary branches, 
the first two or which are - sensory and the latter sensory and motor, 
aeems to a£S)rd the most satisfactory explanation of ihe phenomeoa. 
The accident frOm which the af^tion dates excludes the probability of 
there being internal cerebral derangement by reason of congestioD or 
plethora. The presumption is, that some compression or partial lacera- 
tion hinders the perfect functional activity of the nerve. Such a con- 
dition seems to be unattended by danger, and precludes the fear of 
graver consequences ensuing than mere inconvenience. If the shock 
bruisttd or displaced the nervous filaments or caused an inflammatory 
effusion about them, time will probably restore its normal condition, and 
the effused lymph become absorbed, unaided, or by applications promo- 
tive of absorption. If a complete solution of conlinuity might he re- 
stored, it is easy to believe reparation of some divided tibres may he ac- 
COiTipli'^hed without difTicnhy. £• SAI<roKl>. 

^areham, JJcc. ^d, Iboi. 



UEMORRIIAGB OF THB LUN6H. 

To the Editor of the Hostoji Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sir. — According to promisp, I send, for insertion in your Journal, 
a report of a case of hemori hui^e of the lungs. 

Mr. Clt?irh^s Llovd. the snl)it^cl of ibis report, is a policeman, re>l(lin5 
at i\o. '2(! IvriofiiM' ^!re<'t. New York. He is about 30 years of ai;e, 
light conipii'xion, daik liair and eyes, sanguine temperament, enthusias- 
tic in any xh'mix he underinkes — a ([rreat politician, and addicted to the 
us^ of ardent spirits. In the discharge of his duties as a policeman, be 
is persevering and energetic. Owing to bis occupation he is subject to 
all kinds of exposure, rendering him liable to take cold and to attacks of 
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low. During the cbolera of the summer of 1649, he was often called on 
to exert himself in hb official capacity in helping persons attacked with 
that fatal disease while in the street, which greatly prostrated him ; and 
on the occasion of one of his most intimate personal friends being at- 
tacked by this fell destroyer, he exerted himself more than usual, which 
brought on a profuse bleeding from the lung^. The blood spouted from 
his mouth and nose in a perfect torrent at every respiration. The hennor- 
rhage was such that it would have been impossible for him tb live an 
hoar if it continucMl. Beintr his family physician, I was sent for; and 
as soon as possible I went to him. I found him prostrate from excessive 
loss of blood, and still tlirowing it u\i\ yet he had a rapid, full pulse, 
arising from excitement, and his counicaance bore that anxious expres- 
sion peculiar to such cases. 

In order to arrest the heuiorrhnge, I ordered, R. Acetas pluuibi. ^ ss. ; 
acid acetic, § ss. ; aqua, | v j. M. Dose — a lablespoonful till tiie bleed- 
ing ceased. R. Lycopus Vir^iuicus, 5 j. ; aqua, |bi. ; boil for 20 mi- 
nutes and strain ; the decoction to be lirank freely. R. Acid acetic, 
alcohol, aqua, aa 5 viij. ; ice, 4. s. M. This loiiou was conunually ap- 
plied over the region of the heart and around the throat ; and in the 
course of a few hours the hemorrhage ceased. This left him with an 
irritable state of the lungs, resulting in inflammatbn and eventually a 
slight ukeratbn. 1 then placed him under the same, treatment used in 
the case published in this Journal fNo. 16, p. 330), with the exceptkin 
of the morphine in the syrup, for wnich I now substituted the prepared 
naphtha. Under this treatment he rapidly recovered and is now well. • 
' 1 will here remark, that in these cases of disease of the lungs, where 
ulceration of them has set in of so grave a character aa to produce that 
species of expectoratkui which is of a dark blue or brown color, and 
which sinks to the bottom when spit in a tumbler of water, then the use 
of the naphtha is decidedly dangerous, and in fact will hasten the termi- 
nation of the case in death. But where the morphine is used instead, 
with the addition of the paste altl)-pn. the result will generally be favor- 
able. This I say from experience in numerous cases. 

Yours respectfully, J. X, Ctiahkut. D. 

No. 431 a rand St, iV. York. 
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Sur£[ery at the Mass, General Hospi(aL — To the question, what is do- 
ing in surgery in Boston the present season ? we reply, that at the Massa- 
choselts General Hospital erery medical stranger, while remaining in the 

city, may have an opportunity of ascertaining for himself. The officers and 
(acuity have uniformly thrown the doors of the operating: theatre open to 
the profession, without any restriction*?. There arc nil the appliances, 
together with the skill, tact and carefulne.>*.«, which can be found in any 
infJtitution in chriNtpndoin, df'vored lo the alleviation and cure of the sick 
and afflicted. Whatever important i:» doing in surgery, is principally con- 
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ceotrated at the hospital, and consequently the facilities and opportunitin 
there afforded for praclica] knowleagfe are of the highest order. It is a 
valuable school of surgery, and has been so through the whole prriod in 
which Drs. Warren, Hay ward and Towosend, and their associate:*, have 
been connected with it. 



Monthly Laio Magazine. — It may be thoualu (Entirely out of place for a 
professed medical publication to advert lo a Mibject so disconnt cud with 
Its own legitimate objects as that of law. We consider it allowabie, how- 
ever, to digrees occasionally from the grave consideration of oiedicine and 
matadieB, for tbe purpose of viewing the progress of other learned pro- 
fessions. Law and lawyers are quite as interesting to the main body of 
the people, in all civilized nation?, as physic and physicians. The stody 
and practice of law is the highway to distinction in states and nation*, 
while that of physic necessarily chains down the a!t^*n!?on nnd efforts lo 
a limited circle of action. The physician may Ix' celrbrated ai home, vet 
unknown to the masses a hundred miles from residetice. Oa the 
Other liuad, the accompli:»hed practitioner oi law may be without lepuu* 
IMD where ha is best known, and become the idoi of the ^ople at • ^ 
tance. Medical men ate apt to b«coine too aiictMiscrihed in their atadisi. 
The world is loUIng on from day to dayi and knowledge is increasing ; 
but some of ua nay no regard to any thing that does not have the adsr 
of drugs or a sicK room. This leads to a disrcg-ard of the general pro- 
gress and condition of society — every department of which has it« hi^jb 
interests and properties, and its influences on individual and the public 
mind. The literature of the law is extremely rich, because ii embraces 
the varied treasures from every source and region of thought. And be- 
cause it possesses such elevated charms, exercising tbe intelleet in tbe 
most agreeable manner and in the loftiest aphere of mental activity, w 
recommend to the brotherhood to devete some of the few leisure moments, 
which may be detached from the pressing and necessary carea of their 
daily calling, to its perusal. Those of them who have a tapte for tine 
writing, logical argumentation, and moral dignity of expression nrjd senli- 
ment, we would advise to lake tliL' l^iited States Monthly Law Magazine, 
a work published in New York, by John Livingston. It contains a digest 
of tbe transeu:tions of the courts ; furnishei> a synopsis of all the new pub- 
lications on law, and registers the deciaions and opinions of the first legsl 
minds of the age. 



Misunderstandings among Medical Men. — An inijtn ssion is entertained 
by llie public, that physicians are less friendly towards each other, than 
gentlemen of the professions of law and divinity. And to illustrate this 
position, they cite the alleged condition of things in many country loaras, 
where two or three physicians, of equal standing, hold each other in sove- 
reign contempt, and for years in sQcoession neither speak to nor recognize 
each other. This is to some extent true, and it may be added that there 
are practitioners also in cities who cannot tolerate the ]^nxt allusion to 
certain of their brethren without execrating them, and exhibiting a vindic- 
tivene?s of spirit that must make themselves as unhappy as it does their 
conduct ridiculous. Local medical organizations have an excellent influ- 
ence in mitigating some of this jealousy and irascibility of temper. In lbs 
country towns, we believe these antipathies, and spiteful exhibitions of a 
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bad temper badly controlled, are much leas frequent than formerly. DiP 
fereot state and local societies have wisely adopted a system of regula- 
tions which tends to cheek the wit, and which is bioding alike on all thaif 
inemben. But notwithstanding all theoe excellent precantions, the leaven 
of discord shows itself quite too often, and sometimes in places where it 
would hardly be expected. Letters are not unfrequently received by lu, 
which animadvert with culpable severity on those who would be quite 
astonished to lenrn Ivow they were estimated by a rival. We never, under 
any circumstances, knowingly fan a flame of discord, and thtrerore inva- 
riably refjisc to pro|)agaic or in any manner be msirumenlal in perpetual* 
iog or giv iiig currency to feuds between professional brethren. 



Medical Memoirs. — Severn! distinj^uished members of the profession 
have quite recently died, in ditferent sections of the United States, a his- 
tory of whose lives would be read with satisfaction. Biographical 
fketchea are difficult to obtain. If those having the opportunity would 
famish the leadin<r circomstaneea in the lives of those physicians who 
have finished their earthly career, and seasonably traasmit to ns even the 
shortest biographical sketch, the obligation would be felt in every medical 
circle. The autobiography of the late Dr. Knowlton was read with much 
satisfaction, and Dr. Tahor, in placing it at the disposal of this Joumali 
contributed to the gratiticatiou of a great body of readers. 



Saponaceous Deatifriee.^A new and agreeable preparation for rleana> 
ing the teeth is beginning to be extensively manufactured by Mr. E. 

Dnvi<f, of Cambridge, Mass. The brush being sliirhtlv drnwri over the 
cake, produces a lather of the rifbne?a and flavor of ne un m the mouth, 
at the same timp thoroughly and effectually accomplishing all that can be 
desired in cleutiTiiiig the teeth and gums. This compound is free from 
the objections urged against the use of some powders, which grind and 
Kmteh the enamel, and particles of which work themselves in between 
the neck of the tooth and the socketi leading to 'serious results. Mr. Davis 
has been careful to mix nothing that could possibly act upon the lime of 
the teeth, and all acids therefore are avoided. We are quite sure this 
dental soap, for 9\jrh it rrally is, will have the apprnlintinn of all the den- 
tists ; and if so, it must obviously become a ooiversaliy favorite article. 



JQiieiQpafAy.-— A new system of medicnl practice has been introduced 
into Europe, and it may naturally be expected that it will be imported, 

and sooner or later practised among us. ft would not be strange were it to 
supersede and \nUe ihe place of homceopalhy, to which it is assimilated in 
other pniriLs In sides a common lack of science or reason. It certainly is 
i»upenor uii the scor^ of economy — for though the doses to be siiuken in 
the former are infinitesimal and therefore portable and cheap, in the latter 
DO doses at all are required, and all the mysterious movements and **thak* 
ings " are to be accomplished on the sick body itself! The originator of 
this improved system seems to have been a Swedish fencing iTiaster bv 
the name of Ling, who is represented, in the Edinburgh Monthly Journnl, 
to have been an universal genius. He was successively a graduate in 
theologVt a volunteer in the Danish navy, a fencing master (in spile of 
goul in bi& arm}, a lecturer on old Norse poetry, history and mythology, 
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a professor of fencing and gymnastics, a student of anatomy, physiology 
and other sciences, a writer of poetry, and, withal, **a man of high moral 
' tone, pious, sincere end honest,** and died in 1839 vrith the honors cC 
knighthood upon him. His qualifications are therefore anqueetionable! 
All that Ling himself appears to have really accomplished, end probably 
all that be claimed at first, was set forth in a work published by him, and 
may be considered as merely an improvement in the practice of gymnas* 
tics and calisthenics. Upon thi« hns been engrafted the sv^tem of quacke- 
ry alluded to above. M. Roth, M.D., of London, who comes beiViro u? 
clothed with Ling's mantle, has sent out an octiivo of 300 paires, devoted 
to the treatment of disease by " movements,'* alias Kine.sipaihy. His io- 
terpretatioa of the term is as follows : 

" By tfie word tnowvurU, in a medical and hygienic sense, is to be as- 
derstood every change of position and diflfereoce of form, determined by 
time and amount, in the whole body, or in any part of it, and which may 
be produced by the organism itself, or by any animate or inanimate me- 
chaiiical af^ent." 

In ac'-ordance with this dclinilion, there are a f^rcnt varie'v nf move- 
ments — {juile as many as there nre dilutions and potencies iu liie iiomfr- 
opathic system — and each and all possess great power over the huuuL 
body, as is rendered plain by another quotation : 

Whatever exists in our body, either as a part of it or as a foret^ sab- 
stance, must at a certain moment have a definite shape; therefore every 
change of the space in one part necessarily produces a corresponding ow 
in the surrounding tissues — a change that is thence propagated to the 
most remote pans of the body, find which depends, wiih r'^sprrt to its 
form, upon the amount of the alteration produced by the (ir-t h-dv emf^nt" 

Lest any one should sidl be in the dark, however, respecimg^ u hat kin?- 
sipathy really is, we copy the full detiaition of oue of the movements a(i«i 
its efiects. It is called the 

** Chopping Movement, — Chopping consists in alternative short blows, 
produced by the external sides of both the operator's hands. Chopplngs 
are principally used on thtf posterior surface of the trunk, chest, and also 
on the limbs. If it is desirable that the succufsion produced by this move- 
ment shall be less and softer, then the chopping; is done witfi the exterfjai 
edges of the two little Mni^'ers, while the other lingers are spread np?iri. but 
not kept spasmodically fast, so that they act also by striking upon the )U- 
tie finger. 

"Chopping may be confined to one part only, or may be exercised on t 
krger surface, by constantly moving the position of the hands. The chop- 
ping is called a longitudinal one, if the hands are moved in the longitu- 
dinal direction of the trunk or of the limb; and a tramttTsal one, if the 

blows are executod n»Toss the limbs. 

" Effect, — Choppin!^s produce i^cnerally a venous abso'-puon in the ca- 
pillary texture, not only of the external skin and the leniJuious expansion?, 
but also, if more strongly used, in the muscles and bones; iit imperfeiiiy 
paralyzed muscles they excite the innervation both of the motory and sen- 
sitive fibres. If directed on the lower extremities, on the soles, they act 
very well in hiBinorrhotdal complaints, headache, &e. On the chest or 
along the spine, they are efRcacious specific movements in certain coRf 
plaints of the chest, partly by their direct influenre on the muscles of the 
chest, partly by the tremulous, passive vibration communicated to the Itin^*'.** 

Then iher'» is the *' f^haking tnoveiuent,** the •* rising-up movetnent,** 
the " ieiting-down movement," " transversal chopping," "vibration," ^c. 
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kc, which we have not room lo describe. These *• movements " are all 
claiiueil an a remedy in acute as well as chronic diseases, in gonorrhcpu, 
even, cases are brought forward to show their great efficacy. Can quackery 
and imposture ** further go *' ? It does really seem as though we might 
hope that ** things will come right at last,** when such a multitude of ab- 
surdities and inconsistencies are countenanced and supported by those 
who break nwny from, or who never have entered, the ranks of legitimate 
and acientiiic practice. 



The Jenucr Monumeiit. — As hns already been mentioned in tlio Joiir- 
nftl, eflbrts are now making lo colloct funds in this country to aid a com- 
iniliee in London in crtviinf; a bronze inotiiirnenl in that city, "as a tri- 
bute from all nations,' lo the memory of Dr. Jeuncr for his discovery of 
vaccination as a preventive of smallpox. The committees appointed in this 
country to solicit subscriptions are, Drs. John C. Warren, John Ware and 
James Jackson, of Boston ; Drs. Martyn Paine, Horace Green and Chas. 
A. Lee, of New York ; and Drs. Geo. B. Wood, Robley Dunglison and 
T. D. Miittcr, of Phihidelphia. The two first-named comrniiiees have 
(ierid"d irpon liniilin!^ rlu- subscriptions to SI each; but the Philadelphia 
comrTiiUee have not thoiiL'hi ii exp'Mlient thus to limit them, and ihey are. 
therefore ready to receive the most liberal as well as the smallest donations. 



manity and to all climes, it is intended that the subscriptions shall not be 
confined to the medical profession, and all are therefore invited to contri- 
bute. We hope a liberal spirit will be manifested in this country, and 
that a generous fund will in due lime be forwarded to the committee in 
London. 

Medical Charges, — An action commenced last spring at Dedham, by Dr. 
Fininly, a resident of Dorchester, against Mr, Newhatl Martin, of Charles- 
town, for services rendered in visiting defendant's son twenty difierent 

times, a boy 9 years of age, which case was referred to a committee of 
doctors, viz., Drs. J. W. fiemis, Henry Lyon and J. H. Wetherbee, has 
been undert^oing examination wiihin a few dnv<t pnst, in Jtisticp Griffith's 
office !r> (^harlestown. The hoy was allli'Med wjih the hip disease. It 
appears ihat Finirily charged for the tweritv visits SloO. The delenre 
showed liial the plaintiff had been paid SiJ7 ; that he promised lo make 
the leg ns good an the other ; that the patient is now in as bad condition 
as ever; and that Fininly is not a regularly-practising pliysician, but 
rather a mathematical instrument maker. 

We understand that the decision of the referees has been made, sealed, 
and passed over tn the Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas of Norfolk, 
and at the next term of said court it will be made public. 

To roRRr.spiif»DKi»Ts. — Dr. Parkinaii's rcfiorl of nn operntion for Ovarinn Dropsy, Dr. W. 
\V. Keid oil Rciliictioa of Dusloralions of ihe Femur, " I>el(n on the Fevers of Suffolk Coi.,N. 
and Dr. Tuknbury's cais« of Tnpl«i«, are received, and wili be inserted early. 



I^atln in lios/mt—'fot ihe week eiidiiiff Sntorday noon, Dec. )3th. 75.— !VI«leR,34— f»»male^,4l. 
Asthma, I — arrideiital, I— -ab-wress, I— tllsea^f of ttoweU, ? — '!i>t.'ase of brain, I— raln\?ii's, 1 — 
cou!iUjnpiinn, 18 — ronvu)>ion!4, 2— canker, 2 — t ruup, I — «lcbiliiy, J — <lysrniery, I— <lcliriiim tre- 
nWDrt, I— dropsy, 3— dropsy of brain, 2— exhaustion, 3— fever, I — typhoid fever, I — brain fever, 1 
— ^arlct fever. 1— rheumatic fever, 1— loiiff fever, 5— gastritis. I — rli^»?a»e of heart, 5<—infonuie, 4 
— disease of liver, 2 — marasmus, 3— old age, 4 — palsy. I — smallpox, I— teething, 3— unknown, 1. 

rinlcr n yt ar*, J? — between .md JO viMr*. 6 — ^ictwecn '20 anfl 10 ycnrs, 13 — l>« iv\ot'ii '0 
aod 60 years, 14— over 60 yean, 15. Americana, 37 j foreigners and childrcu of furrigners, 38. 
Thtt above ineludes 8 death* at llw City Iniltlutioas. 



As the beneBts of this great di 




tend to all classes of the com- 
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Pc§tag€ Mt Meiieal-JourmUt. — W9 congrataltle die readers end in* 
trons of medicel journals, end of niagazines ia jirenerel, throagk the coooliy, 
thai we have at )a«t at the head of tbe postH^ke department a man wbe 
dares to put forth the dictates of common sen^e and equity, in oppositioa 

to unreasonable and iinjti«.t, tlionijh lnn^*established rep:u!atTon«, in n rard 
to postHLT*'- It i^ li'>p«'ci iliui tlif Inllowincr remarks, m ihe Po^i-fua»ier 
Geurrars K»'porl (or llie j»r»'stMii year, will not bo lost upon Congress — 
but lltut ihev will liereaii^^r abolish the absurd disliuciion between Dews- 
paper *' and " periodical *' postage, and tboe take away from tbe acsist- 
antit in the department at Wai>bingtoa tbe power of decidiogtbat a tnombtf 
octavo, stitched and covered, in tbat city, is a nanpaptr, while unstitch- 
ed and uncovered weekly octavos in oiber cities are not so. Here is what 
Mr. N. K. Hall says — and his remark!^ nre sensible nnd to the point. The 
particular instances to whi' h we have must have been presented 

to him. He nUn r(^rnmnieiui^> alxtlibhiii^' liie Dumerous rales, according lo 
distance, on u<:w.spa|)er!s under the present law. 

*' It is diflicult to assign a sufficient reason for charging upon sucb pen- 
odicals as tbe reviews, tbe nameroos msgasinee, and tbeological, AedicaU 
and law journals, more than Ibree times the amooni of postage charged 
for the same distance on an equal weight of newspapers. Such' periodi- 
cais are less ephemeral than tbe ordinary newspepent, and certainly not 
less l»eriefic-ial in their influen''^'. The same rates of postag*^, n'-'-ording 
lo ilieir weii^lu, wouKI N> iiisl and equitable, would simpHty tlie accounts 
of the Departniem, and relieve it from the perplexing and often invidious 
duly of di^criirmiaiing between different publications, and declaring oue a 
new.^paper and another not a newspaper, in caaea where tittle difetenea 
can be perceived, and where tbe changed character of the next number 
of both might render it proper, in respect to such nambeia, to reverse bodk 
decisions.'* 



Births and Deaths in Nf.m Jersey. — The Slate of New Jersey is tiivid- I 
ed into 20 counties, and ihe>e are again subdivided into 185 townships, 
with a population, according to tbe cenfus taken this year, of 489,^33 
souls. Returns have been sent lo the office of the Secretary of Suub, 
from 131 townships in 19 counties, having a population of 357,652; and 
this amount of population in 131 townships, we may observe, is in Uat 
proportion to the fornier. The number of hirths returned in these town- 
shi{» ;i(nout)i> lo \)\)iV.\, anil ihe death's lo oOlO. The ratio of deuiiis to 
tht» ainiHiiii n! jinjni hiuon U iiii,'^ 1 in 71^, or 1.11 per cent., and the ratio 
ul biribs to lite deuitis as (wiiiiiit a Iraclion of) 2 lo 1. By the cttisiu re* i 
turns, the number of deaths in the whole State amounts to 6467 ; and this | 
too is in fair proportion with tbe above, giving a ratio to the whole popu* 
Itiii'Mi of 1 in 75), or 1.32 per cent. i 

Thia rate of mortality compares well with the lare^T cities of the land : | 
that of Hn^ton being 1 in 4.5; Philadelphia, 1 in 42.03; and New York, 
1 ill 37.02; while Newark, in this State, gives 1 in 85, and Trenton 1 I 
in 77. 

Siill, although the rate of inorialily is lower than the cities just men- 
tioned, yet it appears by the ctJisus returns that the rale in Pennsylvania 
is tower than that of New Jersey — tbe former being 1 in 81, or 1.S7 per 
cent, of the whole population. — Jakbs Paul, M.D., in New Jersey Medical 
BeporUr, 
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OVARIAN DROPSY. 

ATTIMrrXO KSHOTAt Ot TBU CT8T BY TBS SMALL ASltOMtllAL tVCMtOfft >B0TI1I0 

vjrsoccBssrvL pboii the absbitos of a pbdiclb— ftScomT. 

(ElBdbcfon the Sufiblk IKstrict Medical Society by S. Parxman, M.D., one of the Suigeoos 

of die HMMehoaettt General Hoepita].] 

Mrs. D.. ai^ed 41, placed herself under my care at the Hospital, Aug. 
12,1851, for the examination and treatmf^nt of an ahdorninal tumor. 
She is of fhp medium stature, and of a thin habit of body and sal- 
low complexion. She was first married at the aged of '21, and had one 
child within a year. She tiien had two miscarriages, and afit r the loss 
of her liuslKind. u as, alter the lapse of several years, married again, and 
has had unc child since. Her general health has always been good, 
and the cai imenia re2;ular, except that within the last year and a half, 
since the lurmation of llie tumur, their appearance has been preceded 
for several days by severe bearing-down pains, which have contiDued 
after their cesntkn. 

The history of the growth of the tnmor was as follows. Sixteen 
months prevknis to my seeing her, in the month of June, she 6nt per* 
eeiyed a ** bunch in Uie left iliac fossa, and soon after experienced sen- 
sations similar to those caused by motion. She considered herself 
pragnant, and her opinion was confirmed hy the fact that she had had 
morning nausea in the spring prsceding. Tnis swelling advanced as in 
pregnancy, and she made her preparations to be confined in November. 
This time, however, passed by, and the motions still continuing, she 
considered herself to have made a false reckoning. In January she was 
seised with intermitting bearing-down pains, which she regarded as the 
coinmenrpment of labor. Her physician, Dr. Salisbury, of Medway, 
was spiii for, who undeceived her, and informed her of the existence of 
an ovarian minor. At this period she was ill for some time, and Dr. 
Sali'?bory has informed me that she had symiUotns of ovaritis of the 
right side in addition to tlie tumor of the left. h\om this she recovered, 
and resumed )ier usual avocations, the abdomen still continuing enlarged 
as of a woman in the seventh month. She described herself principally 
embarrassed by the wei^du of the tumor, pain in the back, a genera! 
sense of uneasiness over the abdomen, and a frequent desire for niictun- 

Sl 
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tion. Her object was to have an op'iDioa on the nature of the disease 
its prognosb and treatment. ' 

An examination by the eye, of the naked abdomen, with the patient 
lying on her back, showed an enlargement rising nearly to the ensiform 
cartilage. The form of this enlargement was worthy of note. It did 
not distend or protrude the false nbs» but appeared to cease before ar- 
riving at them. There was also some appearance as if the tumor might 
be lobulated. These lobes were large, and only tliree in number ; tbey 
were not well marked, however. The skin of the abdomen was smoodi 
and without marks of distension. The most prominent part of abdo- 
men was about umbilicus. Examined by the hand, the tumor w^s felt 
readily moveable ; that is, it could be swayed from side to side, hke t 
body nearly filling the abdominal cavity. There was a universal flac- 
luatioii over the whole ttmior. but the sensation was that of fluid closely 
confined. In the right iliac fossa there was an obscure feeling on deep 
pressure of the presence of a solid body. This, however, was not well 
defined. There was duhiess over the whole a bdomcD, except ia the 
epigastrium and the rli^ht iind left lumbar regions. 

A vaginal examination showed the mouth and neck of the uterus ua- 
tural in size, Sic, and pressure upon tliese parts appeared to have bo 
influence upon the abdominal tumor. 

The examination thus far conducted appeared io me to usLablisb ik 
existence ol a ceit;iiii tjuantity of fluid in the cavity of the abdomen, 
and, thai this was contained within a cyst, seemed indicated by llie pe- 
culiar shape of the tumor ; by its being confined to the lower portion of 
the abdomen, and having no tendency to extend under the ribs wbca 
the patient was lying on the back ; by the swaying motion that couM 
be given to the tumor ; and more especially by the closeness widi 
which the fluid appeared confined, without any marked tension of die 
abdominal walls, as tliere certainly would be if the fluid were coofioed 
solelj^ by them. The signs thus far seemed certainly to indicate an 
ovanan tumor containing fluid. It remained to determine whether the 
tumor was imilocular or composed of several cysts, and also the proba- 
ble amount of solid matter that entered into its composition. Tiiis could 
only b(3 done by an evacuation of its contents. Mrs. D. being some* 
what fatigued by this examination, further research was postponed uniil 
the next day. 

To assist in the diagnosis, and to pjive the patient the benefit of their 
advice as rei^ards the treatment of the case, I called a consultation, for 
August 13th,of Drs. Perry and Storer, the attending physicians at the Hos- 
pital at that time; anrlofDrs. Townsend, J. M.Warren and Clark, my 
surgical collea;^ues in liic mstitulion. After a separate examination made 
hy paeii of these gentlemen, I proceeded to puncture the abiluiiu-n, mid- 
way between the umbilicus and th*; pubis, the patiiMU sittins^ on the edge 
of the bed. This operation gave issue lo ilate and a ball ijnarls of a daik- 
brown, somewhat glutinous fluid, wiiich a fuiihei e:vamination s\\o\\ al 
to be of the specific gravity of 1012, and under the microscope to be 
rich in crystals of cbolesterine. After the evacuation of the fluid lbs 
tumor endrdy disappeared, except that there was from deep pressure aa 
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obscure sensation of hardness in the left iliac fossa. There was no in- 
dication of the walls of a cyst. 

th<' result of the examination, it appeared clear to ihe minds 
of ilie j^enllemen who had been consulted that the di^iease was an ova- 
rian dropsy of the left side, that the fluid was conlained in a single 
cyst, and that the hulk of the lumor was fluid, with but liiile solid sub- 
stance ; and it was decided that an operation was justifiable, jirovidod 
the patient should so elect, after a full and complete statement of the 
dangers consequent upon it should be made to her. After the consulta- 
tion, I 9aw the patient and found her very comfortable, except from 
some uneasy sensations in the abdomen which might be expected from 
the removal of the pressure to which she bad been so bng accustomed. 

In the evening the House Pupil was called to her, and found her in- 
sensible^ with eyes fixed and staring, respiration natural, however, and 
pulse 64 — the njirse reporting that she had made considerable com- 
plaint of pain in back and abdomen. She gradually came out of this 
condition, but complained of great pain in the abovennentbned situa- 
tions, which were likewise tender upon pressure. He suspected the 
attack to be hysterical in its character, but as a precaution applied six 
leeches to the abdomen, and afterwards a liniment of turpentine and oil. 

The next moniing, Aug. 14th, I found her still complaining of pain ; 
the pulse, however. HI and feeble. The general aspect convinced me 
that t!ie attack was hysterical, and that there were no inflnmtiintoiy 
syiiiplonis. She was orfleied tr. valerian, and the next day slic wiis up 
and dressed. Sfie remained in tlie Hospital until Aug. iyili, r\|i(M k uc- 
in? a considerable amount of uneasy sensation in the nlMlomen, not 
exactly pain, but suflicient to keep her constantly con-( ions ul her situa- 
tion. She was, however entirely free from the frequent desire lor uiic- 
turition, which she had experienced b 'fore the tupping, and which was 
evidently due to the pressure upon the bladder. Examining the abdo* 
men this day, some enlargement since the tapping could be readily per- 
ceived, and a tumor occupying the lower portion on ea^h side of the 
median line could be felt, reaching higher on the left than on the right 
side. Thb tumor is not bard, but gives the sensation of a cyst partially 
full. There is flatness over the tumor. 

It having been decided that Mrs. D, should return to her friends, she 
was furnished with the following opinion to guide them and herself in 
their decision as regards the course she should pursue. I subjoin a 
copy of this opinion, that it may be seen that the case was fully 
understood. 

The following b my opinion in the case of Mrs. D. 
*' Her disease is ovarian dropsy. There are two alternatives. 
" 1st. To leave the disease to itself, lapping the tumor from time to 
lime it increases and tlie pressure heconips insupportable, 
" 2d. To remove the tumor by an operation. 

" If tlie lirsi alternative be adopted, it is not probable that the con- 
stitution would contend against the disease lor a lunger period than four 
years. The operations of tapping would require to he more and more 
frequent, as the lumor would becumo sooner aud sooner HUed after each 
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successive one, and of course thtie would be a certain amouot of danger 
from inflammation after each time. 

" If the second alternative be contemplated, the risk of the operatio:^ 
shouhl he Aiirly understood. Tliis, as nearly as can be esiiniaK d. 15 ai 
one in three — I "79 cases havint^ heen recorded, and of lliese 59 have 
died. This iiuiiiher 1'79 mcludei, liowevci, souie unlavoiable cases, as 
well as some where the character of the tumor was uncertain or mis- 
taken for want of the accurate means of investigating employed at the 
present day. To balance this, however, it b probable that a certM 
number of unsuccessful cases have not been reported. All these ca^ 
cumstances considered, the risk may safely be estiniated at oot greiler 
than one in three. 

In this case there are favorable ciicumstances which m deserving 
of note, via. : The good health and good constitution of Mrs« D. ' Hm 
tumor being probably composed of a sbgle cyst, without any large 
amount of solid substance, toe disease can roost likely be removed by a 
small inciskxi, and the operatbns performed in this way have been mm 
successful. 

" If, after a careful consideratioo of the above, by Mrs. D. and ber 
friends, it shall be decided that an operation should be perfonued, i 
should consider the earlier it was done the more favorable result might 
be mticipated. (Signed) S. Parkman." 

Fiiinished with this opinion, Mi's. D. left for her home, whence she 
returned August 25th, informinf^ me that she had i^iade up her mind to 
have an operatioii performed. She stated that she fully understood the 
subject, in all its hearings.* I also received notes from Dr. Salisbury 
of Medway, and Dr. Patch of Canton, informing me that ilje matter 
had been discussed by the friends of Mn>. D. in their presence, and tha: 
they were sure tiiat the risks and dangers were fully comprehended bj 
all parties. 

I examined her abdomen on the day of her rctuni, and found do 
change worthy of note from the appearances of Aug. 19th. Now that 
her mind was decided upon the subject of the operatioay J considerBd 
it perfectly pro^jer to tell her, as an encouragement, that her case a|h 
peered one presenting all the circumstances most favorable to suocesi. 

My diagnosis may be stated as fi)Uow8. There is good evidence for 
believing that the tumor is ovarian, oomposed of a single cyst» withoot 
much solid substance ; whether its surfime b free or adbaient, whethv 
pediculated or not, it is of course as impossible to predict in this case as 
It is m every one of the kind. The uncertain^ which must exist opoo 
these points, is to be reckoned in the chances lor or against the succes 
of the operation. 

The operation I proposed for myself was as fblknva >-to open the 
abdominal cavity from the umbilicus to the pubis ; to seise the cyst, 

drag it through the opening, evacuating its contents if necessarj' ; to tie 
the pedicle nnd remove the ttimor. Tf the tumor slioiild prove adhe- 
rent, and there should seetn a fair prospect of separating th^e adhesions, 
I might, if necessary for the manipulation, extend the incision. If from 
the too intimate adhesions^ or the absence of a pedicle, or any other 
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cause, it should be found impossible tn r innve lin^ tumor, 1 should then 
have only a small opening into the caviL) , and ihtie vsuuld be no great 
exfXKure of the iatestines. 

The operadoo was fiied for Saturday, Att^rust dOth, and in the mean 
time the patient was moved from the public ward into a private room, 
her diet restricted to gruel, bread and tea, and a purgative of castor oil 
directed tbirty-siK houra before the time fixed for the operation. 

Aug. 30, at A* M«, the operation was performed in the presence 
of the medical students attending the Hospital, and a number of medical 
gentlemen who had been attracted to witness it. 

The patient being placed completely under the influence of sulphtiric 
ether, an incision was made from one inch below the umbilicus to the 
pubis, through the skin and cellular tissue. The linea alba was carefully 
dissected, but the attempt to open the ibrbmen without exposing the 
recti muscles was not successful, from their close contact. The abdomi- 
nal cavity was opened about midway in the external incision, and the 
walls being raised the section was completed. A small knuckle of intes- 
tine protruded, which was easily returned and retained by Dr. J. M. 
Warren, wlio lent his valuable assistance. Passinf'^ tfie forffin"er and 
thumb of my right hand into the opening, 1 iinTm iliaiely detected the 
firm fibrous walls of the sac, flaccid from the previous evacuation of its 
contents. This I readily pulled to the surface of the abdomen, so that 
I could distinguish it with the eye, but the resistance that was ©(Fered 
showed at once that it was firmly fixed. I then passed my whole hand 
into the cavity, and found that the entire surface of the cyst was free, 
but that at its base there was no appearance of a pedicle. The peri- 
toneum seemed to pass over it as it ofdmarily does over the caput coli, 
instead of over the small intesttne.* This condition of things being con- 
fimied bv Dr. J. M. Warren, who likewise passed his band mto the ab- 
doroen, I decided to close the wound, leaving the cyst untouched. The 
wound was closed by a suitable numBer of simple interrupted sutures, 
say an inch and a half apart, passing through the whole thickness of the 
walls except the peritoneum, and the skin between them was brought to- 
gether by other ones passing only through its thickness. Strips of adhesive 
plaster, with a warm mdst compress, completed the dressing. No arte- 
ries required ligature, and little if any blood found its way into the ab- 
dominal cavity. The patient was then conveyed to her bed, perfect 

n* it cTijoined, the knees supported by pillows, and heaters applied to the 
The catheter was dirwted to be passed every four hours, to pre- 
vent any straining in the evacuation. The day bcin^ cool, the tempe- 
rature of the oj>eratin!:^ theatre hnd licrn rni^rd to 75° F. nt the com- 
fuencement of the operation, and a w as cJiicctf^d that the room should 
hf> k**pt al>out tiie same. The time, from the beginnini^ of the opera- 
liOQ until the patient was arranged in bed, was three quarters of an hour. 



* The frowth of m tamor of tUt kind wtUioat a pedicle, and in the manner described, will be 
cvHl«nt frMR a Mnle feowgidemtien. The kttMij orary Hooti looeely, levtreined by 1m Md «if 

fieritonoiirn ca!le<l (lie hrorni li^ment. Wlietj it i i,I \ ri;:^i =; in the asual maniK r, it ijTOWS upWtfd, 
ai U were, aod the tm>ad li|(aRieal is the pedicle of liie tumor. IL on liie couiraiy, it cnwi 
downward, iiMpaiBiei the IbUi of ibibfotdlgaaent i»d obliienMei il and then i« an pvdicla. 



Di. 
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Tlu' fullovvinL' i> lilt? rccoid which is from ilje Hospital books, 

lilviiig rlu' sym(ii<)iiiN at >hnrl iiiifix a!^. Mrs. D. was very ran'fiillv wafch- 
ed by Dr. Iiiiiu?»iead, lijc Hou^e I'lijiil at the lime, wlio remained alter his 
t' Tiii of service had expired, that there uiigiu be nu change io Uie 

aiU'iidancf. 

|»2A o'clock. — 'I'll*' ftfcct-, of the cihcrwcrfi still present. Pulse 84. 
Di**»ir«'(l to li.i \ «■ luiiie (iraun oil, '2 uclovk. — Pulse 7.3. and natural; 
no chill ; skm \ya\m ; an occasional sharp pain in abdoiiieii. 4|. P. M. 
Pulse 16. Pain in abdomen nwre severe. No oozinj; from wound. 
No tympanitis. R. McMimn's elixir opu, gits. xxx. 54, P. M. — Pulse 
12; continuance of fNiin. Repeat opiate, gtts. xx. 7}, P. M.— Pube 
76, a little fuller; pain somewhat relieved; has slept an hour. 9^, P. 
M. — Pulse 84 ; rather restless ; some nausea ; no vomiting ; an occa- 
sional sharp cutting pain through ahdomen ; uneasy seiisatioiis b back. 
Repeat opiate, gtts. xxx. ^ 

Aug. 3ist, 2, A. M., 14 houi^ after the operatioo. — Pulse 66. Skb 
warm and moist. 8, A. M. — Pulse 76, of moderate fulness ; edges of 
wound ^lued toi^ether ; no oozini; ; no tympanitis. Has dosed at ie- 
tervnls during the night. No chill. The occasional darting pain through 
abdomen continues. May have balm or sage tea. 12, M. — Pulse 72. 
Has taken a cup of tea. 7, P.M.—- Has doied most of the aftemooB. 
Pulse 75 : fc^ ls comfortable. 

Sept. Isi, 8, A. M. — Nijj;ht pas'^cd romrnrfnl)!y ; slight pain at inter- 
vals, as previously ; no oozing from wonnd ; abdomen supple and natural 
in appearance. J2» M. — Pulse 76, as before. Mnv have oruel, 5 ij. 

I' l i[i lijis time, forty-eight hours afier the operalion. iIk re wore rio 
syinpiDiiis that require a minute re[X)rt. The pulse cotituiued about 
the number usually stated above, varying from 13 10 s5, except that 
on the Wednesday morning alter the operuiioii ihey were reported at 96, 
which was attributed to some nioiion of the patient for the purpose of 
changing her clothes. They soon returned to their usual number. On 
this day I renewed the strips of adhesive plaster, and divided the lower- 
most suture, as there was some tumefaction at the part of the wound 
involving I he mons veneris. Patient moved beraelf with freedom^ and 
was found during this day on her side. 

On Thursday I removed all the sutures from the wound, which was 
united throughout except a little supeifioial suppuration at the lower ea* 
tremity in the cellular tissue of the mons. 

On Friday the bowels were gently nioved by two doses of oil and 
lemon juice, 5 j. each, with ten drops of laudanum. On Saturday she 
was allowed soda biscuit and beef tea, and on Sunday she had a small 
piece of steak. On Sept. 12th, fourteen days from the operation, she snt 
up ; and S^jit. 16th, eiijhteen day«; from the operation, she went out of 
doors, and f 1 all practical purposes might be considered as well. She 
renin iiuhI in I he Hospital until tlie '2'id of September, w hen ?he left for 
lier home. At her departur(} the abdomen was natural in its apjiearance. 
Examined by the hand, however, a resistance could be defprfed at ibe 
lower portion, as if jjuui the presence ot some soft foreigu body. The 
sac had not yelahowu any disposition to reGll. 
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The fact of the impossibility of removing; tlie tumpr not having been 
revealed to M». D., although her friends had been made aware of the 
nature of the case, I judged it better not to undeceive her. Certainly 
some effect had been produced by the operation, as she firmly persisted 
that she was enlirHlv relieved of the many very (rbtres^in!:; abdominal sen- 
sntions, which she had experienced not only belore the lapping of the 
cyst, hut between that lime and the final n|)eraUon, it is possible, 
llioiigli not probable, that the cyst will not relill. 

Oct. 30th. — Two niontfi:. fuini ilie Hay of operation Mrs. D. returned 
to the Hospital for an examifiauon. She described herself as experienc- 
ing tolerably »ood health, though suffering somewhat from a recurrence 
of the old pain in the abdomen. When dressed ihcin did not ap[)ear 
any enlargement of the abdomen. Examined, lyi<^g on the back, the 
abdomen uncovered, there was an evident appearance of the reBlling 
of the cyst, although the walls of the abdomen were still flaccid, and 
no fluctuation could be distinguished. The sensation was rather that 
of a general fulness of the ca?ity than anything else. 

This case, though unsuccessful, is still not without interest in several 
points. In the first place the failure was due to a condition, the pre- 
sence of which it would ha?e been impossible to foretell. We have not 
to regret an error in diagnosis. On the contrary, this was perfectly 
well made out, and proved, as regards all the points upon which it was 
possible. The tumor was diagnosed as ovanan, encysted, unilocular, 
and without much solid substance; and such it proved to be. The 
existence or non-existence of a pedicle, like the presence or absence of 
adhesions, must with our present means of investigation remain wrapped 
inobscuiKN - — and this obscuritv adds another rhnnre tn lie considered 
in estimating the risk of an operation, in tiie second place the slight 
deirree of constitutional re-action to the shock of. and the rapid r^rovery 
from, an operation so urave as an o|rpnin«^ of the abriofninal cavity and 
passing the band into iis interior, is woi tby of note. Tiie patient cannot 
really be said to have had any febrile excitement whatever. This may 
be attributed either to her excellent constitution, or to the care with 
which she was both prepared for, aiul watclted alier, ilie operation. The 
filct, however, only causes the more regret that in a case so exactly 
adapted ibr the operation, there should have been the ilMuek of the 
non«extstence of a pedicle, as the presence of a ligature in the abdo- 
minal cavity might not have added much to the gmvity of the case and 
its symptoms. 

Boff/on, Dee, 15, 1861. 



FeVBRS, Ac, IN 8UFP0LK COUNTY, N. Y. 

To thfi Editor of the. Boston Medical and Surgical Jmirnal. 

Sir, — I have been inucfi interested with an ariic!'- In oik- oI yuur late 
numbers, on that old subject, fever. Though old to some, a is new and 
inicresunjT to many in these days, in which there is an almost entue 
change in the habits aiid manner of living, Iroin liiat ol people twenty 
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oi iliirty years ago. The |)erusal of die article alluded to has induced 
me io send yoii a few notes on ihe forms of fever luund m ihi? pari 
of the State. 1 would refer nioie parUcaUrly to the southern branch 
of thb isle of the sea^ u hlch is some fiftv miles in extent, and ▼arjtng 
in breadth ftom six to eight. A lino of hills, mging in bfliglit frooi 
thirty to 0119 hundred fi»et tbof e the lefel of the sea, eitciidB, wkh km 
inteiTupiioiis, the whole length. To the south of these hills these is a 
plain, of as 6ne a soil for agricultors and graskig as any in the Stale, 
extending to withia a few tods of the sea. Aloag the southern bolder 
of this plain there are small bays and poods of water, which rcedvs 
tlieir increase from springs or rivulets, and duriog the months of au- 
tumn froin the overflow of the sea. SoiDe of these have outlets, but tbt 
rosjor part have none but arti6cial ones made by the inhabitants in the 
spnng, and leaving much vegetable matter to be acted upon by the ana. 
During the spring and autumn tliere are frequent changes from land to 
sea breeze, which are not considered beneficial to health. The ocr ipt- 
tion of the peoplo is principally agricultuie, much that tends to enrich 
the Boil bflna ohiained from the sea. 

The prcvailifv' fpvcrs may l>e classed — intormilient, typhoid aii'i re- 
mittent, compliculeil with hiDncliial uiFeclioii> involving the pleura and 
nci_:liljiut iiij^ iiieinhrnites. In llie spring nioiulis, pneiiinonra prev^ik ; 
and as the se;j>oiib niivanre we have remiticiu fever, witli all its con, pli- 
cations alleniiant on sea am! 1 ind air inieriningled. it dotrs not seciu to 
prevail as an epidemic, bui i.aluT as an endemic, once in six or eight 
years. During the other years, one oi two of ihera is marked with i 
number of bad cases of dysentery and diarrhoea. Continued fover 
be seen with both states of the bowels. Intermittent fever is rsrely' seen. 
It formerly prevailed to some extent. A form of nervous fever, sf 
which your correspondent writes, is seen qyite often, coming on in the 
moroing, and disappearing after mid-day. Here, it is supposed to aiis 
from some hepatic difficulty ; and when altemtives have afifected ike 
system, and mild tonics are used, it soon disappears. 

A form of remittent lever running into typhoid has prevailed in this 
vicinity during the last two months, and exists at the preeeot time, simi- 
lar in many respects to your conespoodent's description. Broodnai 
affections prevail at the same tmse to a considerable extent, and in eome 
cases run fairly into pneumonia, and call for the most active antiphlo> 
^huc treatment, except bloodielling, which is noi borne well by those 
livinij near the sea. 

f^or fho rftnittciit iwvw the remedies spoken of by vour corres- 
pondent have been used .villi much success, though the niibiesi forin of 
mercury has had the !>< i rlT rt. There has been but little dilTicuUy 
about the liead, ssome patients remarking they never had so liiile heati- 
ache before when sick. There seems lo be Ji peculiar idKx;rasy of 
the people here — viz., they do not hear ibe u^ual quanuiy ol inedicine, 
or that which is well borne by the inhabitants of the main ; and if the 
physician is noc on his guard, he is cai^og a new disease in the sysicsi* 

Withm a few days the following case has oeeomd fifim , 0L 
64| of foil habit and genemi good healthy but who within a few days 
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had complained of a dull paio in the right nde, with some swelling, 
faad^ been latlier costive for two weeks. During the summer she had 
a slight turn of diarrhoMt. On the morning of the 2d inst. she went 
fiom a moist warm air to a cold one, to bang out clothes that had been 
recently washed. She returned to the warm room, and half an hour 
afterwards was found lying prostrate on the floor. The right side of 
i))c body had become completely paralyzed. Her hearing was dbtinct, 
and she was conscious of passing events, but had lost the use of the 
vocal organs. Tongue coated with dark yellow fur. Bowels inactive, 
and not moveci without medicine. The secretion of urine (Ifficient, thick 
and high colors d. with sediment, ^ot any improvement in the case up 
to the present time. Delta. 
Suffolk County, Du., 1851. 



CASES or CROUP. 

BY A. B. CtJUUtB, M.D., ROLTOKB, IIAB9. 

[The following extract from a letter on croup, to a practitioner of this 
city, was read at the last meeting of the Sutiblk District Medical So- 
ciety, and excited soni«' ronsiderahle discussion concerning the important 
questions whicli are su^^ested in relation to the propagation and treat- 
meat uf this disease.] 

**** I herewith send you a short account of two or three cases of mem- 
branous croup, occiirrirxj i?i my practice in July and August of 1850. 
I bad seen and treated croup ol the other forms, but never anything 
like these. I was called to see a little girl, six years of age, hglit hair, 
lair complexion, and rather delicate make. She had been treated by 
a " botanic doctor " for three days previously. She was up and about the 
house, but complained of sore throat. Tliere was a thickness of the 
voice, as in tonsillitis. On exaiiniiiiig the liiruat, the tonsils were found 
somewhat enlarged, and covered with a thick layer which appeared to 
me to be membranous. I treated it with external applications and nitrate 
of silver ; internally, with small doses of cal., ipecac, and opii. Every 
day the false membrane could be seen creeping down the fences to- 
wards the larynx, till the whole back part of the tluoat was covered. 
The true symptoms of croup set in ; loss of voice preceded the croupy 
cough. I will not describe the symptoms. She grew ra])i(lly worse, 
and died on the day following the night when the parents first noticed 
the croupy symptoms, and on the sixth day of my attendance. 

Seven days after the child died, I was taken with sore tlut>at and the 
same appearance of tonsils. For myself, strong cauterization and slight 
ptyalism soon effected restoration ; but in just seven days from the at- 
lack, dating from the commencement, my only son was taken with the 
5ame disease — a boy of five and a half years. It followed the usiial 
piocess in this disease. It was four days before the cronpy symptoms 
in. Entire loss of voice preceded the peculiar croupal con^h for two 
^ys. Ue was able to play part of the time on the bed until the two 
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la>l (lay^, and In* lived nine days /roiii the commencetiienl of ihe dis- 
ease. Ho expc( iitraltd the false iin^mbrane, and I had errtal liopes. 
after that, he would hve ; hut crepiialiow uas heard over a great extent 
of ihe luni;s, the pulse increased to 140, and lie sank. [ had great 
didiculty in the local application of the nitrate of silver, and relied 
mainly on calomel, with the inhalation of vapor and the warm bath. 

In just seven days from the time he was taken, my wife, and only 
remaining child » a little girl, were taken with the same disease. My 
wife^s yielded in the same manner and under tlie same treatment as 
my own. The little girl 1 hitstered from ear to ear, and 1 never saw 
such efiects from a blbter. Masses of tough fibrinous matter hung aa- 
der the throat, looking like the same membranous substance in the 
throat of the others. Her voice became extinct, but no other croapj 
symptoms set in, and she slowly recovered. 

Now, one object in writing this, is to ^f*\ an expression of opinion in 
regard to two or three points connected with this subject. And, 1st. 
Have vou seen this disease under circumstances when von thmiixht, it 
iniijht have l)een propaiiated hv rontaaion ? My son \s as a la vonte 
child, always sU-pt wiili liis arms around niy neck, and wouiil L-e 
very llki lv in inhale my lucalli. No scarlet fever ])revailed herr ; yri 
lUe. sn'( n ^A/v.s inlrrv.il in rach case ha> made an impression on n^y 
mind llial rmiii mav !)♦* multT certniii eircuin^laiiccs contagious. '2d. 
May the restjhjliun ol the (lis»'a>e in llw liltle be altributed to the 
effects of the blister ? ll w ds laid on tarlv, as s<K)n as I saw liie laeuj- 
Ijranous aspect of the tonsils and fauces, and very liule else was doue. 
You may lie inclined to say it was the absence of antiphlogistics ; but I 
did not use depletion in either of the other cases. There was do indi- 
cation for active antiphlogistic treatment ; the action seemed rather below 
the standard. 3d. In the adult cases, was not the further progress of the 
disease prevented by the absence of that predisposition that exbts, in 
childhood, for inflammarbn of the hrynn and trachea ? 

iVov. 25, 1851. 



ELECTRIC PKNhLLUM— ALLEGKD DISCOVERY BY A HOMCEOPATUIST. 

To the ElUor of t\A Bo$'on Medical and Surgical Journal* 

Sib, — The following communication fiom an English paper (the Chris- 
tian Times) is of considerable importance, as well as curious, if true, 
and I send it to you for insertion in your Journal, that k may fall onder 
the eye of ihose who are competent to verily or prove the fitlsitj of 
the assertions it contains. 

All at once a discovery is noade of an instrument of auch aarpassing 
delicacy of construction and operation, that the inventor has beea en- 
abled to indicate not only the normal effects of the different elecirical 
curn'His wliich exist in the body, but likewise a varietv of modifications 
and changes wbieh tliose currenl< un*!er«^'o, wlien the hand of ih^^ ope- 
rator is brought iuu> contact with another person, with inaoiuiate mat- 
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ter, with difiitrent metals, and with vegetable and animal substancesi also 
to detect the aUerations which differeni medical nAttaneei produce upon 
thife currenis. 

There a no description of the instrument in the paper alluded to, 
but it goes on to say that the phenomena described are produced by the 
agency of such an instrument, and the following are amongst the most 
remarkable results. After enumerating various facts illustrative of the 
fundamental principles laid down, the paper from which we quote pro- 
ceeds as follows : — 

Dead animal 'matter, brought into contact with the hand of the 
operator, or with any person or any luimher of persons forming a chain 
liy holding one another by the hand, the on»i neaivst the operator hold- 
ing his hand, and the dead matter being put into the hand of the per- 
son most remote from him, almost immediately stops the movements pro- 
duced on the instrument by the electric current. Mr. Rutter has, how- 
ever, carried in^ discoveries slilJ further ; for he lias ascertained, and is 
able to prove most unerringly, that nocuous matter, wiiether animal or 
vegetable effluvia, or miasms, or mineral or vegetable poisons — in fact, all 
substances capable of producing death — have the same power of stop- 
ping the action of the instrument, as I have just described dead matter 
to have. All the eiperiments were conducted in the taosi simple and 
unpretending manner, and were explained in the most lucid and une- 
quivocal language. They were repeated over and over again, at the 
wish of several of the persons present, and the results were each time 
unvarying- and unerring, so as to carry conviction to all who witnessed 
them, even the most sceptical. 

" Another curious and interesting phenomenon was now demonstrat- 
ed by Mr. Rutter. If a person of the female sex puts the index or fore- 
finger on the operator's hand, the pendulum, instead of moving as* when 
the index of a male is in contact with the hand, from D to C, moves 
from B to A. When the female thumb touches the hand of the opera- 
tor, instead of moving from B to A, as in the case of the male thumb, 
the pendulum immediately moves from D to C ; and when the whole 
hand of a female is placed on the hand of the operator, the movement 
becomes circulatory in the direction of Irotn B around to G — that is, 
from right to left, the exact reverse of the noiinal motion. 

"The next experiment was one of great interest, and exemplified in 
a beauiiful and iiKli:>putable manner the experiment to which 1 alluded 
in a former part of the evening, viz., the insumnent being stopped by 
the operator when put in contact with dead animal matter. After hav- 
ing put the instrument in full normal action by a|)plying the 6nger and 
thumb of the right hand, a dead By being put In his left hand, the motion 
of the pendulum immediately ceased ; on the fly being taken away, the 
motion recommenced. A chain of several men, holding one another by 
the hand, was formed ; a female placed her band on that of the man 
most remote from the operator ; tlie motion of the instrument was imme- 
diately reversed, the circulatory motion being from right to left. A dead 
fly was then put upon the left hand of the female, and the motion im- 
mediately stopped. 
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" A wire of copper, 500 feet long, encased in <nm^ percha, was then 
added to the chain of men — the one farthest from the operator held 
one end of the wire, and the female the other end ; the female influence 
was immediately sent through both the wire and the chain of men, and 
a corre^punding action was again set up; which was again stopped im« 
mediately by the doail fly being put upon the other hand. Similar ex- 
periiin tits were inade with other dead matter ; even merely by holdin;: 
the hnii i over or near the dead matters, the aura of which equally stop- 
ped the muLiun. ' 

Another set of experiments were to prove the polarization of the body, 
which was readily demonstrated, as well as the perfect control of the 
operator over the directioD or cesmtion of tho iDagnetic curreati, Um 
curreDts, also, behig subject to peculiar dbturbaoces aod variations ia 
difl^Dt parts of the body, and dependent on « vertical or recumbeot 
position. Other extraordinary facts are related, which it would transcend 
our limits to specify ; we nnust, therefore, proceed (only observing, in pta- 
ing, that particular metals exercise a particular eSeci on the electric cur- 
rents) to the sovereign assertion that in exact conformity with what was to 
be expected from the delicate experiments made with a dead fly, the hair 
of a fetnale, the aura from dead matter, and other substances, it is boast- 
ed, with no small confidence of triumph, that this " brilliant discovery " 
had settled the question of the in6nitesimal doses, employed in homoeo 
pathy, possessing influence. Accordingly, one globule of stanmm of 
the fnurlh attenuation being placed in the palm of the hand of the ope- 
r;iTnr after the instrument hnd been set in motion, the pendulum, it 
saul, irriti immcd'uitcly moviufr rcith as quick nnr^ as sfronf^ n imUf^n cd 
v hrii ike same metal in mass was put into his hand. We arc furth r in- 
formed of the precise effect of a great many frlobules of various jjoten- 
cics upon the movements of the pendulum. We cannot, of course, par- 
ticularize many, but select one or two — c. g., a globule of zinctm. thir- 
tieth attenuation, sent the pendulum the same distance that was acconi- 
plished by tlie same substances of the 2()()lh attenuation ; while one 
globule j'trnun mctaliicnm (>. ^ave exactly the same eUijjtical motion os 
produced by the iron is siAb?. 

But we must stop, and leave the verification or demolition of these 
startling assertions to those of the rival schools, who will, of cout^e, make 
it their business— ^we trust in a philosophic spiri.t— to bring them to tbe 
test of the most searchmg experiments. . R. S. 

Bottan, Dec, 17, 1851. 



CASE OF TRIPLETS. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dear Sir, — Tbe followinj^ are the particulars of an interesting case, 
and if you think them worth publishing, you are at liberty so to do. 

On the 2>ih of INovember 1 was called to a lady about to be confin- 
ed with her first child. The first indication of beiuE; sick, w as the sud- 
den dischartre of her waters. 1 was called abuui 10, A.M. Siic was 
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ntling up ;. ber pains wm very slight, and remained so through the day, 
till 5» P.M., when she was delivered of a daughter weighing 5^ lbs. I 
soon attempted to take the tfter4>irtb, which 1 ISwod to be fast, nnd on 
esamiDmg the bowels it was evident that there was another child. I did 
not succeed in removmg the after-birth at this time. Her pains then en- 
tirely ceased. 1 remained with her till C next morning, when I left, 
witl» directions to send for nie when her pnins returned. At 5, P.M., 24 
hours from the birth of tlip f]nu;^htpr, her pains returned. I was sent for, 
and found her comfortable, excrpting slight pains, whlcli continued of a 

linferin" character throufd) the and the next dav till 4, P.M., when 

^ I'll 
I took ] h pint of blood from the arm. Her pains gradually increased idl 

6, P.M., 49 hours after the birth of the first child, when she gave birth 

to two sons, one weighing 6 and the oilier 51 lbs. I then look the iluee 

cords and removed the placenta wiiliuut any trouble. The lady was 

then \mi to bed, and I left lier comfortable, although somewhat reduced. 

She and all ihree of the little oi»es were doing well last Saturday, being 

the tenth day. The mother was able to sit up two hours on that day. 

Respectfully yours, E. N. TuusBmnr. 

Fakawiah, Pec. M, 1851. 



« A THORN IN THE FLESH.'* 

BY J. R. WARDiXL, M.D. 

It is not very usual Ibr medical men to he the historians of their own 
cases. At the suggestion of several professional friends, I now briefly 
narrate the particulars of a long and tedious illness, the progress and 
results of which may probably be read with'aoroe degree of interest, and 
the case considered as one of uncommon occorrence. 

In May, 1850, I began to experience an aching pain at the lower 
part of the thigh, about a couple of inches above the inner condyle. 
Being at that titne more than ordinarily busy in the l1is( harue of pix>- 
fe^iona) dutie?, and con<!t'fjnently having an unusual degree of exercise, 
I attributed the pain spoken k){ to some twist or strain I mi«{ht have sns- 
tained, but whicli had been little regarded at the time, and alierwards 
forgotten, or to the simple effects of loo much walking. A few days' 
rest, and ridin? to all my professional visits, ^vc relief, and I then 
thought liiile more of iny lameness. Active exertion, however, soon re- 
induced it, and on examitialion 1 felt an induratiofi, about the size of the 
little finger, lying as if in the sulcus between the vastus internus and the 
gracilia. Over this the skin was discolored witli a sKght difiused Uusb, 
and on preisore being made fay the finger, the redness speedily returned. 

Being one day at Mr. Benjamin Fliillips's, I mentioned the cirenm* 
stance m my lameness, and after sbowmg the place to that gentleman, 
he recommended the application of iodine. Tms remedy did not, how- 
ever, afford relief, and I every week became lamer. It may here be 
mentioned that at the time Mr. Phillips examined the part there was a 
guod deal of boggy swelling above the knee, more especially at the in- 
ner aspect. Mr. Phillips partttularly asked if I had sustained any in* 



Digitized by Google 



434 



A Thtfm m the Fleth.*' 



jury there lit any prerioas time, as the case seemed somewhat anomi- 
lous, and perhaps tlw history of a former accident or afiectioQ nij^bt 
throw more light on the diagnosis. M v reply was according to tiie pre- 
sent statement : — In the latter part of October, 1845, w hen leaping a 
hedge, my horse fell upon it, and although not unseated, I was aware i 
had sustained an injury above the right knee. On dismounting 1 cooM 
walk, yet still 1 was conscious that, from the leeling at the moment, * 
something had given way. After ridlni; home, which was some few 
miles, I was so lame I could scarcely dismount. My friend, Mr. Cole 
(Pickering, Yorkshire), examined the part, and it was the opinion ofiiiai 
geniloman, that there was laceration of one or more of tlu^ muscles; 
and this opinion proved correct, as even now there is a nodulated thick- 
ening 0*!t crossing the course of the rectus, and' especially when the 
limb is rit x<'d. There was no external in'nn y, with the exception ol 
two or tljree slight scratches. Lfprli*":, tonif iiiaiions, afterwards cold 
lotions, and rest, reduced the swellni.:. niifi n-mo^ t d ihe pain. In tlie 
course of two or three weeks I coidd walk about prtity coiiduiubl). 
Fniiii that imie to May, 1850, I never wore a bandage, nor paid any 
particular notice to ilie seat of my fonner lameness. 

In June 1 became worse, and my professional duties were perfiwned 
with more inconvenience. I called on Sir Benjamin Brodie, and bad 
his opinion. At that period the pain was strictly localized, but then 
was still some degree of boggy swelling ; the skin was pale and oooL 
Sir Benjamin recommended bandaging with vuteanized adhesive stiap- 
ping, to encircle the lower part of the limb. This plan, on being pur- 
sued, was evidently unsuited to my case, as the heat, pain and swetlinf 
increased. When Sir Benjamin saw me again, he ordered the entire re- 
moval of the elastic bandages, and the immediate application of a 
• dozen leeches, to be followed up with fomentations, and after\\ ards cold 
lotions and a general antiphlogistb regimen. 1 remained for several 
days in bed, and for two or three weeks gave entire rest to the limb. 
This mode of procedure affiuded considerable relief, and I thought I 
might now venture to resume my duties. No sooner did I stir akmi 
than the described symptoms returned, with pain from the ankle to lite 
groin. Leeches, antiphlogistic measures, and rest, were ai^^aiii employed, 
and. as on otiier occasions, witli benefit. Several of my medical Irieiuis 
kindly called to see me, hut unforlunntely for the cure, all their opinions 
varied. Not bemg fully convinced — so far as medical consultations are 
concerned — that in a multitude of counsellors there is wisdom. 1 resolved 
to place uivsclf under the care of one gentleman, to rigidly obey his in- 
junctions, and abide by the result. Consecpu ntly 1 called on Mr. Tia- 
vers, whose Eumpean reputation and long |>raciical experience wera I 
guarantee for whatever he suggested. Mr. Travers said he had known 
cases of an analogous nature, where inEammation of the muscles hti 
been produced at that part, in sportsmen and others who were accus- 
tomed to be many hours on horseback ; and he instanced two cases, 
where, from pressure against the saddle, not only inflammation, bat sup- 
puration, had been the consequence. He conceived that, from a ^d- 
den twist, there might have been a slight lacetationy and finally a snnll 
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secretion of matter, in the deep muscles. The swelling and pain hav- 
ing abated, Mr. Travcrs advised a mercurial plaster and moderately-ap- 
plied bandan^injr. In the latter end of August I was so far improved 
that I wa? enabled lo rro to Yorkshire for chaii^c of air, anil I remained 
ihieo weeks. On my return my healUi wns qtiite restored, yet still the 
induration spoken of, and the pain in walking, were not removed. 

In ())•• jniddle of October I was suddenly summoned to a lady in a fit. 
Her iiouse was only two or three hundred yards from my own residence, 
hut in the iiurry I had, I felt, (ione mischif'f lo ilie peccant part. On 
the following morning it was evident, both from increased sensibility and 
oeular inspection, that my irouhles were about to return. J could not 
iftalk a luinclred yards without pain. Mr. Travel's now recominended 
blisters, which were re-applied lo the third repetition. 1 desisted from 
all exertion, and sought once more, if possible, to be rid of so irouble- 
some an affection. All the remedies which now, during four months, 
had heen tried, had, it was too evident, been tried in vain ; and on the 
lOth of November I found mvself again in bed, not one whit better than 
I bad heen in July. On the 18th of November Mr. Travels again 
examined me, and very correctly observed, tliat as all the ordinary 
means had been adopted which an affection like the one under conside- 
ration appeared to demand, the only alternative remaining was to cut 
down and see that which was difficult otlierwise to understand. To 
this proposition I cheerfully agreed. The 22d was proposed as the 
day for operation, and until that time I was to constantly keep it poul- 
ticed. IVlr. Travels, Mr. Benjamin Travers, and Dr. Samuel Edwards, 
met for the purpose of making an incision into the part. Mr. Benja- 
min Travers cut down from an inch and a half to two inches, and then ' 
carefully dissected the deeper strata of muscles. On scratching open 
vuh ilie point of the scalpel an evidently distended bursa, a couple of 
slrachms of slate-pencil-colored fluid welled from below. It was the 
opinion of the genlleujen present that this fluid, by being bound down 
t»v the deep fascia, would be suliicient to give rise to irritation of the 
jxTiosieal covering of the femur, and inflame the adjacent white tex- 
tures. On noticing the deep nuiscular tissue, it looked dark and con- 
gested, of a diityish-red color, evidencinc: the hue observed in chronic 
myelitis. The ori6ce was kept patulous by means of lint and poultices 
continually applied. After the operation, the pain was somewhat less, 
Iwt by the 6th December the whole of the fascia lata of the thigh was 
inflamed. The wound now not looking so healthy as could be wished, 
Mr. Travers applied the caustic pretty freely; and as the pulse was soft 
and inclined to be quick, he prescribed quinine, a generous diet, and two 
or three glasses of port wine daily. After this, a teasing cough came on ; 
1 had also copious night sweats, and considerable debility was apparent. 
The pulse was soft, and now (December 15th) The pain in the 

limb after this increased ; the discharge was very considerable, the ap- 
petite impaired, and it was with difficulty that 1 could got out of bed 
without assistance. Dr. Edwards examined my chest, but the physical 
s)!!n« were not such as to give rise to any great anxiety. There was 
some degree of hyper-vesicular murmur, but as the percussion and other 
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conditions were unaltered, Dr. Edwards righdy attached little importance 
to increased respiratory cnarmur. The emaciation and general excita- 
biKty were suffit^eot to account for it. After this (December 29d), the 
mete exertion of coming down stairs to lie on the sofa was attended with 
such difficulty as to well nigh prodoce syncope. The cough ooatiniied 
incessantly ; the night sweats were as before, and the pulse nmged (nxn 
1 16 'to 1 20. 1 now remained entirely in bed. 

Mr. Travers had become anxious as to the result. Tbe wbde of tbe 
inner condyle was so tender as to render the slightest touch painiul, aod 
every day rendered the emaciation more obvious. In that true spirit of 
kindness and interested concern which Mr. Travers had manifested from 
the first of his assiduous attention, he strenuously advised tbe total relin- 
quishment of my practice, and recommended quiet lodgings at fii^ 
ton. With reluctance I consented to this proposition, and as soon a? 
circumstances would [vermit, made my arrann:etTients for departure, in the 
hope that change of air would do more than physic. When my servant 
was dressing the wound on the morning of the 8ih of January, 1851, he 
observed a small dark point, emerging — noi from the orifice of the wound 
— but several lines to onv side of it throutrh i\w healtliv skin. Wlwn 
he had drawn my aitention to it, 1 placed my fmger upon it, and was 
surprised to feel a iiard sliarp body. I desired him to reach a pair of 
forceps, and to my utter consternnLioii 1 withdrew a huge piece of hard 
black ihoni, iiieai^urins: exactly an inch and a half luni;. The bark had 
been absorbed, but in oilier respects the ligneous structure was unaltered. 
It soon occurred to me that it must have penetrated the thigh in Octo- 
ber, 1845*, when my hone fell b leaping tbe hedge, as 1 cannot call to 
Nmembrance anv other time when such an accident could have oocnned. 

[Dr. Wardell 8 recovery was slow, but complete. The cough and 
night sweats, however, ceased in less than a week. We have not non 
for bis additional remarks, as the^ ap^r in the Ltmdon Lancet, fm 
wbksh the above, with some omissioas, is copied.] 



THB BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOUKNAL. 

BOtsTON, DECEMIiLii ti-i, 1861. 



'JmprovementM m Surgery, — Modem soraery is indebted to our com- 
trymen for some remarkable discoveries nn»1 iniprovements. It is needless 
to recount the contributions of American operators to the common stock 
of surgical knowledge. Were American snrtreons careful to write and 
circulate in the periodicals ilieir experience and discoveries, the aggregate 
would still more redound to the scientific character of tbe cean tm We 
are most of us too much in haste in tbe every«day routine of pro fc a a i o a il 
life to record tbe results of our daily olMervations. How will posted^ 
ascertain our claims to tbe possession of scientific knowledgCt if diey are 
not permanently registered by those who alone are most competent to a<*- 
compUsh it? The Medical Journals hnve become the convenient and 
appropriaic chritmels for widolv disseminating the prno-ress thai is made, 
and ail may profit by contributions made through them to the commoo 
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faod of medical intelligeDce. iDfortnatioa respecting surgical iitatra* 
ments, I17 means of wludi complicated ones may be laid aside and thoae 
which are simple substituted, is eminently important to be communicated 
to the profession. While great and costly apparatus commands corre* 

spending attention, simple devices for accomplishing the same results are 
apt to be both nndervaluefl and neglected, unless they are known to have 
been successful in the hands of eminent operators. 

These reflection!* were called up after examining a very economical 
plan, invented by Josiah Crosby, M.D., of Manchester, N. H., for main- 
taining permanent extension in fractured limbe. He attaches adhesive 
8trii>s above and below the fracture, winding them round the limb. If the 
leg is to be kept extended, a strong strip of cotton is made fast to the cir- 
cular one, on one side, by adhesive material, running towardis the ankle. 
It is carried a few inches beyond the foot, and 'hen returned up the limb 
on the other side and fastpned in a similar manner. To the upper cir- 
cular adhesive strip he coiitines something analogous to the arm of a crutch, 
to pu^h against. One extremity of the board on which the leg rests is 
held firmly down, while the screw by which the extension is produced 
pulls upon the loop below the foot, that graspe each side of the limb. In 
this manner the surgeon avoids the necessity of drawing upon the instep 
— which is apt thereby to become extremely painful. No |»art of the 
limb feels more pressure than another ; no cutaneous circulation is impeded 
by lonfT -continued pressure, and many of the contingencies inseparably 
conruicied with any system of extension which requires a pressure upon 
the bones of the foot, hand, &c. are enureiy avoided. A lew days since 
we saw a patient under Dr. Crosby's treatment, and were struck with the 
value of the process. Any plan of extension which does not embrace this 
principle, it appears to us is defective. In particular cases of obscure or 
compbcated fractures, Dr. Crosby would doubtless, on application, im- 
part additional information respecting his plan ; still he would greatly 
oblige the profession at large if he would publish something about it, how- 
ever short it might be, as his experience in its use would give weight to 
whatever he might say in its favor. 



First, Sectmdand Third Boohs ofAnatomjf, — ThteB volumes, of difier- 

ent dimensions, well printed, and containing some very hnelv executed 
illustrations, lor cheap elementary works, by T. S. Lambert, M.D., have 
been on our table several days, but the examination has not been sut?i- 
cienily thorough to enable us to wnie our views of the author's plan or of 
the general merits of his writings. Were the public to read and reflect 
upon the momentous subjects of health, physiological laws, anatomical 
organization, and the goodness of God as displayed in the complex but 
beautiful structure of the human body, it would lead to the happiest re- 
sults. If these treatises contain a moiety of those elevating considera- 
tions which were presented by Dr. L. in his popular lectures before very 
large audiences in this and neighboring cities, they c&onot fail to be 
appreciated. 



Infant Therapeutics. — The second edition of a valuahl' litile mannnl, 
by the late learned Dr. John B. Beck, of New York, has lit< n ^crit afirriad 
from the press of W. E. Dean, of thai city, enlarged and iniproved. Wlien 
the first alition, fresh from the hand of tlie author, appeared, while he was 
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living, the profession generally acknowted^red its claims. This edition a 
actually hotter than the first. It is a safe ^uide, and cannot be othenvos 
tbaii prized by tboee who study diiigenily iia precepts and advice. 



HygUnui Vu of Alcohol, — An address by F. M. Robertson, M.D., oq 
the medical and hygienic use of this potent stimulus, sent from Charles* 
Ion, S. C, cannot receive the attention its merits des^erve, for the pres<nt 
week. He writes well, and his tee-total reasoning is truly philosophical. 



Tkt Exetlleni Woman,^ — ^This is the title of a work which is not pro- 
fessedly medical or even scientific in its character. But who can be more 
interested in the subject of which it treats than medical men ? Pre^oiD* 

ing thoff rnn he no difTr-rence of opinion rosperting the importance of cul- 
tivatinj; ili*- virtur-s ntnl instriirtintr the minds of those who i:\ve a tone to 
society nii'l imparl tiJOf*i of lii'' mural elevation possessed bv ihi' rnce, the 
book bearing the above title, from the press of Messrs. Gould &u Lincolii, 
a Boston publishing house, is recommended lo the favorable considereiiott 
of our professional friends, and especially the unmarried ones. 



Maive Srhooi of Mtdicinc. — On We»ifiesday, February llth» the an- 
nual lecture" will commence at Brunswick, Me., and continue fourteen 
weeks. The lateness of the term allows students to take a second series 
of lectures the same season, which many are ambitions to receive* The 
fees are reasonable, and from the day oi its organitstion to this, ibe inrti* 
tution has had an excellent reputation. We commend the advertisement 
to the attention of gentlemen who are proposing to avail themselves of lb* 
advantacT'^* tho rn!I'>Lfo otfer«, ns it is ^p^riiic in regard to the resources of 
the school, and the expeuses n€cce;)Sary to incur. 



how Temperafnrr in ^ew Hampshire. — A posts* i l; * to a letter received 
at this office from Franconia. N. H., daied Dec. 17ih, says • — '* We are 
havirifr unmistakable premonitory symptoms of winter. Tiv^ tnercurr 
now stands (half past 8, A. M.) nt lb lifi:- ImjIow zero ; inst Fri'^ay morr.- 
ing, at 22 helr>w. We contidenlly expect lo see the mercury Irozeu before 
many day>. From present appearances, Franconia bids fair to maintaia 
her reputation of ' being rather a cool place.' " 



Medical Mitthmiry Sfretee.—- The following gentlemen are under die 
patronage of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreien Missiom 
Newton Adams, M.D., located at Umlari. Africa: Henry A. Ford, M.D.« 
at Baraka. Africa ; C. V. A. Van Dyck, M.D., Hasbeiya, Syria ; Henry 
A. De Forest, M.D., Beyront, Syria; John Scudder, M.D., Madras; 
Charles S. Shcltoii. M. D., Madura; Simiiel P. Green, M.O.. Menepr, 
Ceylon; Dyer Ball, M.D., Cnnton, China; Chjirle;* H. VVitirinre. M.D^ 
Hilo, Sandwich Ulamis" ; Dwij^^lil Baldwin, M.D., Lahaiim ; Seih L An* 

derson, M.D., Kanal ; James W. Smith, M.D.,Kola ; Elizur Butler. JLD., 
Cherokee Indians ; Thomas W. Williamson, M.D.» Kaposia and Dakota 

Mission. These arc all well-educated, excrlleni practitiooers. who are 
devotin.: their lives to a cause of the highest interest to the christtan aad 
the phiUnihropist 
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Ovarian Dropsy. — The case so fully yel concisely reported by Dr. Park- 
man in tn-<l;iy'8 Journal, will be found an instructive one. Althonirh the 
cofiipleie >ucLess of the operatiofi was hindered bv a cotuifiL^ency which 
cuuid neither be prevented nnr lore.-een, yel the otherwise correct diasjiio- 
sis, the surgical skili, and ihe careliHness iuuiii(e:'led in llie previous and 
after treatment, are worthy of much eommendatton. The ease is certainly 
entitled to rank high in interest among the recorded ones of this formida* 
ble operation. 



Medical Miteellany. — A case of the celebrated PerkifuU Trac^or^t which 

in the latter part of the Inst century performed such wonderful cures ia 
tliif country and in EriLrlaiid, has been sent to the editor of the London 
Lancet, who shows it to visiters nj! a curiosity, which it certainly if. The 
sender hopes thai the day uol distant when a case of Hnhtieniann's in- 
finitesimals will be as great a curiosity. — One thousand six hundred and 
sevenly-ihree births were recorded in London, for the week ending Octo- 
ber 25th — 876 boys and 797 girls. The average number for the corres- 
ponding week for the six preceding years, was 1327.^ The town of 6ox« 
lord, Mass-i is said never to have had a physician. — A new Medical Jour- 
nal is to be published in East Tennessee, called the East Tennessee Re- 
cord of Medicine and Surrrery, Frank A. Ramsey, M.D., Editor. — An 
active (Ivmand is anticipated lor Dr. Wood's Hints on the prolessior* of 
medicine. It was published at Butralo. — In a single century four thou- 
sand millions of human beings appear on the surface of the earth, act their 
bosy parts, and sink into its peaceful bo.som. — A Dr. De Lamater has an- 
nounced his intention of practising physic, at Coshocton, by an advertise* 
meat commencing thus — "Who wants lo see the doctor? " — Dr, Warren, 
seiner, visits the Mass. General Hospital every Wednesday at 10 o*clock» 
A.M., and will be happy to see any of the profession who take an interest 
in snrj^^cry. — Dr. Canipbell has been elected mayor of Charleston, S. C, 
and Dr. Ehsha Huntington mayor nf Lowell, Mass. — Dr. Clough, of Bos- 
ton, ia coming out with a sinail work on the |>r» scrvalion of the leoth. — ■ 
The meeting of ilie iSuflblk District Medical Society will be held as us-ual 
on Saturday evening next, at 7} o'clock. 

Tn rnnn > spi.NDKVTs.— W. B. C.'t nniarkt on tbe Pieparstion and Sale of Oomeatie Medi- 
cines, bave been n-i-(Mved. 

MvHRiri', — In RnMon, WiHiam Il. nry Thorndike, M.D., to Miss Sarah W. Sinilb. — In Pom- 
pov, N v.. Sam'iH Nil*'-*, M.D., ol ISiles, Michigan, to Miss J. Helen Jerome, of Poropey.— 
Ai Wa^liiu»t(>ii, 1). ('., Or laniard M. Biyiie, U.S. A., to Miw L. Abert.— 0r. D. C. Hadley, of 
Hancock, H., to Uim M. A. Haggeit. 

I),rT,._At Cliiir«livlll<-, V.i , Dr. F. Ft fioorli. 33 — Ai tlit- We stern Lunatic AsyUim, Va., Dr. 
Joho li. J'onnpkias, -kl, formerly of Richmond.— lu Mew Kent i'o., Va., Dr. R. N. Hall, 28, by 
the aeeidental diMbargeof a ptiilol.— In Bramwirk. Va.. Dr. John Fiekl, 61r-la Hanover Co., 
Va., Dr. Nicht-!as T. m il, V) , Dr. J IV tlnrrisnn, ACu—U New York, Jamei raraerou, M.D., a 
native of ScoUand, 66.— At Litchfield, Me., Dr. «>lvaou» Waterman.— At KilKagworth, Ct,, Dr. 
Refill Turner, 61. 

thralhs tn Hnsloti — for the week endinj^ Saturday noon, Dec. 20lh,fi2. — Males, 30 — females, 32. 
Inflammation of tbe bowels, 3— bronchiti'*, 2— consumption, 7— convuUion«, 3— croap, 4— dv»- 
pep<»ia, I — dropsy of the brain, 3 — drowned, I— exh;iu«ilion, I — lira in fever, I — lunf^ fever, 7— di*> 
eas? of heart, I— ^lisease of the hip. 1 — infantile, G— inflammaliou of tbe lungs, 2 — congestion of 
»he lungv, l-Hnarasmus, 4— old age, I — suicide by poi<on, S— ^pahy. I— rbettmiltiaqi, 2— puerpe- 
ral, I— imallpox, "2— teething, 2 — lumor, l—uiiknown, 2. 

Under o vears, 27— l>ctwecn 5 and 20 yean. 7'-bet«eeii 40 and 40 years, 14— 1)et««en 40 
and 60 years, 7— over 60 yrars7. Amrric ans .30 -, foreigiiera «od cUMreo of fbieignm, SL 
Ite above iaekides 1 deaUia at tae Ciiy iostituiioos. 
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Phosphate of Lune tn Conmmption. — In the first number of the Hew 
Orleant ••Monthly Aledical Kegisier," wc find an article \n P»fe«f 
Stone on the t inues of •* Fhosphate of Ltme in Scrofula, and oilwr 4e- 
praved states of the Systein/' which is of some iDoment. It was tuggett* 
od by an essay in the London Lancet, on the *♦ physiology end patbolo^ 
of the oxalate and phoaphate of Ittnei and their relation to the fomaiioa 

of celU." 

The coficlusion?< of the author,'' says Professor Sione, *' are ba.*^ 
upon careldl chemical research and results from the use of the remedy. 
His researches show ihui m man, afi well ao in vegetables and inlenoraai* 
mals, phosphate of lime, as well as albamen and fat, it abeolotely esses- 
tial for the formation of cells, and he considers thai many of the patboU* 
gical states of the system depend on a deficiency of this salt. The aflec* 
tions in which it is advised, are ulcerations dependent upon a general dy«- 
cr;i«ia, and not n moro local afT-ction ; infantilf atrophy, in those snffenng 
from ru'kpT<«. and cuiir't<]ii( nt iliarrh'i^a and tuberculous diseases, pankii* 
larlv of I he lung^ in the earlv >taL'f*;.'* 

Sifuck by this article, Prof. Sione iei>ted it, and he thus describes three 
cases in which its virtues were very obvious. The first waa that of a 
slave, who was admitted to the Pjrofessor*a Infirmary in July, with adii* 
ease of the nose, the whole system showing gveal progress in scrofukai 
decay. The usual remedies were unsuccessfully appUed until August 
when cod-iivt-r oil was used, but the disorganization of tlie stomach was 
increased by it. The phosphate of lime wa? then applied — eight grains 
three times a (lay. Its ^ood effects were .>^oon apparent. It and the oil 
were therefore administered together, and the patieut was soon restored to 
health. 

The second case is that of a young lady, aged 24. Her disease wis 
one of ** unmixed phthisis, which might have been expected to termisBk 
in the coarse of a few months " fatally. The upper part of both bet 
lungs was filled with tubercles, and in some places was beLrinnini: to sof- 
ten. The cfi«e was evidently a one. The treatment of cod-livcr v ^ 
was at first iivrj, but without math' 1 improvement The phosphate oi line 
HUH then admini&iered with the oil, and the re&ult, as in the ca^ ol Ui< 
negro, was sooo apparent The paiieui was rapidly getting well. 

The third caae waa that of a child seven years of age, id which 
phosphate of lime was used with complete success. — x. Jfal. Gas. 



A NeiP Quackery. — In Naumlx rLr a man named Mahner ii preacblfcg 
the necessity ul a new regeneration, not in the spiritual, bat physied 
sense. He warns a sickly race that it must return to the lost siaie <rf 
primitive health," or Ifrgcnnutteit, as the means of more fully enjoying 
life and attaining a patriarchal old age. It is to be secured by a diet df 
bread and water, goug barelbot, and letting the hair and beard grow : in 
short, making a nearer approach to man's original state in costume ihaa 
the derencies or pr»'jndic»'s of modrrn society will alto;jethcr pernnt. Oa 
this topic he has b* » n leciurmg lo a chosen few, but his doctrines ilo not 
seetii 10 take, bread and water not being templing, even with four^aeors 
years promised as the pri» of self<deDiaI. The German journals are ps^ 
petualiy turning up some occeotricity of this sort. A sectiott of the 
lie seems determined to escape the hands of the fitcalty, and die by some 
irregular process, nuher than with the aid of medicine. Lmim imutL 
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HREOUCTiON OF THE FEMUR WITHOUT PULLEYS OR ANY OTHER 

MECHANICAL MEANS.'» 

To the Editor of the Boiton Medical and Surgical Jourrud* 

Dear SiR,-^Doe you did me ibe favor to re-publish, ia your Journali 
my artiela on the reductioa of the fenuir-witbout pulleys or other 
emuiical meanSy I have been honored with several notices and strictures 
tfanNtgb the same channel. Foreseeing something of the kind» and not 
wishing to be drawn into a nenooal controversy, I had proposed^ 
from the beginning, not to reply to any such criticisms. And in de- 
viating iiotr from my first resolve, I do so, more for the sake of estab- 
lishing oertom fadi and prtnopfes, which I deem imprtant, and of 
correcting some misapprehensions of my critKSi than for the sake of 
controversy. 

I am accused, either in direct terms or by implication, of making 
statements that are untrue, of setting up a claim to originality, and of 
appropriating to myself thp honor that justly belongs to others. 

i)r. CartwriHlit informs us that he fir^t reclaimed from the chnos 
of blundering empiricism, and brought under the empire of the laws 
of science," this old method of reducing the femur ; that " after long 
pondering over the cases of disiocaiion reduced by accident, the truth 
flashed into his mind, that force had nothing to do with it'* — and that 
as long ago as in May, 1844, he " composed and published an elabo- 
rate essay to prove its practicability t by quoting cases recorded in stand- 
ajd ^oiks oil surgery." " Unlike Dr. Raid, he did not quote Im own 
cases reduced by the method advised," k,c. 

Now as I commenced my investigations in 18*28, and pursued them 
ttiatfrvals till 1839, and as my first case occurred in March or April 
of 1844, one or two months belore his publication ; and as I have never 
the pl«uure of seeing his essay, it is manifest I am not guilty of pur* 
loiaing anything horn his labors ; but, it would seem, guilty only of do- 
ing what be himself bad done, viz., daring to obeerve, think and act ibr 
nyielf without authority, at or about the same period of time. 

But I>*-very knproperly, as he nmuld intimate quoted my own cases ; 
snd why ? Beeauae I wished " to piove " — not a probcUnlitv^oot a 
speculation to he praeticabU'^hQt to establish Jaet$ aid prmeijHM. To 
do this 1 fRdamd to givu o bservatioi W i esperiiMBtSy operatioas and 

8d 
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cases — not accidental ones, described in loose and general terms, whose 

history and description were necessarily defective ; but cases, for whose 
liistory and description I could vouch as correct in every particular; 
and operations, undertaken, conducted and completed on the prwciph 
sou^lil to he estahlislied, and which opei'ations were, llierefore. not cf'" 
dentSy but legitimate results of the principles adduced. In thi^ ^^ i\ I 
hoped, by giving my own obsei vatiouss and experience, to coninbuie my 
mite to the ireneral stork of ^urLncnl knowdedge. If, in all liiis, lli. re 
were anytlim.: impropf i , inmuHieiL or egoitsticai, why then 1 simply pl««i 
guilty, and patiently awaii my sentence. 

Then, again, other parlies are anirneved, and wc are told, wlili Fome 
ap})ar<Mn degree of sensitiveness, ihat my "claim to originality for a 
new melliod of practice will Tall upon n large cla^s of your iNew Eng- 
land readers as a very old and familiar plan ; that this so-called origiml 
method was familiar to many of our profession ; that I bad said ''dnt 
this method was contradictory to the teachings of all standaid writen 
on surgery," and had enumerated several of the principal AmcrioB 
and English standaid authofs, who uniformly taught a dtfiereot laelbod, 
the pulley system — ^but did not include in the list of standaid aolhui 
on sultry the names of Professors Nathan and N. R. Smith. For ils 
omission and other delinquencies the reviewers call me to account. One 
says, " We w ill immediately show that it is nol contradictory to the 
teachings of all standard writers on surgery" ; and asks why 1 omit- 
ted in my list the name of Nathan Smith. He then refers us to " Smith's 
Medical and Surgical Memoirs/' published in 1831, by Prof. N. R. Sniiili^ 
of Baltimore, from which he quotes several paragraphs, and likevke 
from my essay, and thinks if any one will take the trouble to roin- 
pare these extracts he cannot fail to see that they describe, tntiubitmiBtf 
one and the same thing." To all this I wish to say — 

First. That if only "a large class" of New England physicians 
and surgeons — if only "many of onr physicians," were familiar with 
this method, and not the whole, \m\h in this country and Europe, and 
wherever the luiscicntijic and cruel riiclhod of frariicm by piilley>is 
tauglit and practised, i hope i have done the prolession at large do dis- 
service. 

Second. Far be it from me to detract one iota from the fame and 
just dues of Prof. JNdLliiui Smith. I yield to no man in admiration and 
esteem for his genius, talents and skill, although 1 never had the booflf 
of his acquaintance or of listening to his lectures. His reputation ccs* 
stitutes an important part of the glory of American surgery, and is ibere- 
Ibre the common property of the profession. 

3%tn2. Accordmg to my notion, ** a standard work on surgery " it 
one embracing the whole subject and embodying the received and 
knowledged principles and practices of the pro^Msion. This is not ik 
character of ** Smith's Medical and Surgical Memoirs." The work, is 
its title imports, is a miscellaneous collection of several subjects. One 
article only treats of dislocation and reduction of the femur, and tbatii 
from the pen of Prof. N. R. Smith. And this, he tells us» is not io* 
tended as a complete treatise on these disloeauons " ; for such, be " 
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fers us to systnmalic works." This is designed, as he informs us, " to 
be suppleiiietary to ibe information which we now possess, and to sub- 
vert certain erroneous practices." These Wf»re exactly my objects ; to 
contribute — ^not to collate and conipiU' — and likewise ** to subvert," if 
possible, ** certain erroneous practices," 

Agnin, Professor Nathan Smith's theory anrl practice, as taught by 
himself, or as presented in his Memoirs " by Prof. N. R. Smith, have 
never, to my knowledge, Ibund their way into any standard surgical 
work, nor even been noticed by any anilior. A few or many of his pu- 
pils may have adopted ilicm as auihoi ity. But the profession as a body 
have never rt'ceivod and acknowledged them, either iliooretically or 
practically. Besides, the iheor}' and practice inculcated, are but partially 
tnie. These are the reasons why 1 did not include said Memoirs among 
the standard works on sur j* ry. 

But I did not intentionaily do either Prof. ^. Smith or Prof. iV. R. 
Smith injustice. 

In mv address, as on<;inally ddivcrcfl nnd fust pulilislicfl in the Ruf- 
falo Journal, I said, "1 was awaro iliat Prol. Nailian Siniih, ol fScw 
Haven, had, in his day, tani^hl in his lectures a somewhat similar method 
— perhaps the same; hut none of his pupils whom I had ever met, 
could describe either his method or tlio rationale of it. I had seen, too, 
his Memoirs, published by his son, l^rolessor N. R. Smith, of Baltimore, 
but he confesses he did not recollect the teachings of his own father, and 
that he, the elder Smith, had left no notes or records of his doctrines or 
practice." [In this sentence I have done injustice to Prof. N. R. Smith. 
When this paragraph was penned, 1 had not a copy of his Memoirs be- 
fore me. 1 had never seen but one copy, in 1838, which was after I 
had made the chief part of my observations. He says, The principles 
which I shall endeavor to establish, were derived in part from my fa- 
ther's lectures — and just after, wlien referring to the case which he 
uted^ to relate in his lectures, he says«" Notes of this aue, unfortu- 
nately, 1 am not able Co discover among his papers." And so of a let- 
ter, addressed to his father by a medical gentleman who had a similar 
case, '*it could not he found." The impression left upon my mind by 
these statements, led to the above error. This correction nnd acknow- 
ledgment are therefore due to Prof. N. R. Smith.} Dr. N. R. Smith, 
however, proceeds to give what seems to bim the probable doctrines in* 
ctilcated by his father, and gives directions for reducing dislocations 
of the hip, with dniwings illustrative of his method. But it is apparent, 
that when he wrote his book and oave these directions and illustrations 
he had never reducrd a iiip f>v his method. For hh directions require 
iiiipossibiliiies, and illustrations (drawings) are mere fancy ; no such 
thing in nature can exist. For to nhdiict a tliiL'h dislocated on the dor- 
sum of the iliiifn. before flexinc!^ it on the pelvis, or to ahdmt flex 
at the saniy iiine, as he directs^ is absolutely impossible, without rup- 
turing the obturator externus — and to rupture this, in order to obtain 
flexure, would require the |)ower of many men ; but to flex the letj first 
on the thiuli, ihen odihwt thethiirh, carrying it even over the sound o/ie, 
and at tht samt iitne JUx lIlc ilu^h on Utc pelvis, carrying the knee over 
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and upward iy a kmd of $omrdreidar itoeep^ it a very di^emU eidt 
oenf eaty iking** And 1 nuty here add my hooest convictioo, dMt i 
enjr one ever did succeed in reducing the hip, by attempting to ofascne 
the directions given by Dr. N. R. Smith, be did It by making eip^ 
rimental bending movements of the limb/^ in every possibie dirtUi/mim 
advised by Dr. Dorsey, and quoted by Dr. Smith, and thus by accidcDt 
oddueted and jUxed the thigh on the pekis ; performing empincftUy toi 
by accident, the addveting movement, which 1 have demonsimted dm 
both the anatomy and mechanism of the parts require. 

By the foregoing quotation it will be seen, that I gave to Prof. Na- 
than Smith credit for all iliat I then knew of his teachin«^s and prac- 
tice ; and therefore, although in discussini^ ihe Fubjprt, I called it '* my 
method," I sH up no claim to priority or originality over liini for ihti ^^ -w- 
ral mode of operating. What I claim is tije discovery oi the true pm- 
ciples ami rationale ol ihe operation, and the specific movementi required 
by ihc's*^ principles. Whether Prof. N. Smith fully understood thtn 
prinriph , is uncertain. That Prof. N. K. Smith did not, appears from 
the ^^ liole tenor of his treatise. And until the recent attempts to throw 
lif';ht on the subject, I was inclined to believe that Dr. A. Smith un<lCT- 
iituod ihcm better than was n presented in his Memoirs ; but these at* 
tempts have served to render it probable that Prof. N. R. Smith his 
given us the sum total of all that was (cnown to both. 

He says, " The principles wbbh 1 shall endeavor to establish ipoi 
derived inpart from my fathei^s lectures." The fiist and principal ^ 
tion of the essay is a hypothetical argument to show thai muscles ais 
themselves the chief agent in producing dislocations, and that therdbie 
we might, " if we knew how/' make them subservient to the nk> 
tion. The last part of the essay contains bis propoeed wietkod ef «/• 
feding the reduction of the os femoris." Not knowing what pari 
longs to the elder, and what to the junior Smith, we roust take it ss t 
whole, and as embodying all that was known to both ; and what was 
that ? A few quotations only can be given in an artble like this ; the 
reader is referred to the Memoiia themselves, where he will find tbe 
principle relied upon b that the powerful contractum of muscles which 
dislocated the bone, must be employed to reduce it ; that the leg is to 
be used as a lon^ lever by which " (o multiply force, to call certaiB 
muscles into nrtion, and by " adroitly " " making hendins: movcmenls " 
we are " to evade " the resistance oC liie powerlul muscles — lor wkn 
" we endeavor to ell'ect the reduction of the bone by rxieuMon made 
by pulleys, the extending e^brt wbk^ we iheu make u directly rtusitd 
by the glutei muscles** 

In the Memoirs we are told, that " Prof. Nathan Smith used to rehte, 
in hi^ surgical lectures, a case of dislocation of the os fenioris on tiw 
dorsum llii, in wiiicli lie prornpily succeeded, by ilie mere force of his 
hands, in effecting the reduction. Notes of Uus case, unlbriunatdj', I 
not able to discover among his paper?." • • • « After atiemptmg iht 
ordinary methods, by eztenskm, in vain, he bent the leg on the knee, seised 
the leg and useif s^ us m Ueer^foieM Ha tkiak a UUk metmmd,^ 
gMtly AsmiCTBD tha tbigb, and lastly flaiad it My on the pelvis, by 
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cinyfag the knee towards the face of the patient.* * * * A medical 
geoaeman of Massachusetts saw a similnr case of dislocation, practised 
the same method, and succeeded wich equal facility. A letter from 
bim to Professor Smith, detailing the particulars of the case, I once 
saw, but unfortunately it cannot now be found.*' Again, after referring 
to the case which occurred in the hands of Dr. Pliysick, he says, " THt 
case in which my father mtocudtdf was one of dislocation on the dor* 
sum ilii. 

Now several thincjs liere are worthy of notice. 1. h is " « CfMC," 
the case, ^' whicli he used to relate \n his surgical lectures," leaving 
us to infer thai he Imd no other case of his own to relate ; if he had 
any other, why refer to tlic one other case of the genileman of Massa- 
chusetts ? i2. He succt eiied in this case, " after attempting the orr/i- 
imnj mtthofis of extension in ua/w." From this it is fair to inlt t ihat 
this case was somewhat accidental, and ii was the case on which he 
founded iiis subsequent leachings — or lliat he had so little confidence in 
his new method, that he was fain to try the ordinary modes first. 3. 
Pmf. N. R. Smith, the son of Prof. Natlian Smith, wno must have en- 
joyed bdch the |)rirate and public instructions of his father, had aceefi^ 
ID and control of all his papain, and from which he compiled his Me^ 
moirs, is able to quote but cm wigk case, occurring in his father's prac- 
tice, and that of a somewhat doubtful or accidental character. And 
what have » Siam Cmque,'* and Drs. J. M. Smith and M. F. Colby 
done ? Manifestly, all have quoted M» same eaee to establish the claims 
of Dr. N. Smith. 

Now for the rationale of the operation. He refers to " a case 
which fell under his [!>• N. R. Smith's] own observation," in which 
"the most powerful and persevering efibrts bad been made by the aid of 
pulleys, but without success — made, too, by men of science and skill ; the 
case was then dismissed as unmanageable. In a few hours afterwards 
the patient fell into the hands of a quack — who without any assistance 
moved the knee '\n various rlircctions and reduced llie bone. After 
quotinfr ilie case of Mr. Cornish, recorded by Sir A. Cooper, and the 
case of Dr. Pliysick, reconied by Dr. Doi-sey — after qimtin;i the recom- 
tiif^nf^ation of the latter, viz., ** to try every possiljlc motion of the limb, 

fine abandoning the case as hopeless, as very often, after force has 
I uled, a gentle effort in some Me direction is luund successful," he then 
says — " lint if these gentle efibris, these experimental bending movements 
of the limb, so often succeed in the worst cases, and after the most pow- 
erful elfuru have hvvn iiKute in vain, dues it not go far to prove, that 
gentle means, if adroitly employed, would succeed better in all cases ? 
Ther« is no doubt a constant mechmkal principk twon wkiA lifte reduC' 
Hm k (effected in such cases^ and one niiiioh Woolo perhaps succeed nil 
nearfy all cases, if we knew how to employ ii undmtopdm^hf and with 
pttdHief^ and did not Avail ourselvw of it by siere kip^aiB^JL If a 
ffemla movement M a peculiar kmd soceeed hi wis enie of complete dfai 
mea^ im the ddnam ilii, after iill other meatis have failed^ Ott|;ht not 
iMemmmtitfmU mdemoodf%a succeed lii oiitet' cases btetter thaA 
the usual mode ? The mechanim of these dislocations is certainly the 
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sariH' ill ;t!l ihis vnii- iv — tli<' lw>nf» nscnines the samo ntiltiHlf. and the 
niij-i lex :i"iiin.' ilif ^aiiir iri.iiu>it-» — kmii;>hini» ><uiio jiiijiediinents 
arjtl liu -.li.H; in ev<ny vn>i\ 'V\n> fr«.'(jiUMJl failure o f art and ihe 
siunss (if aa ldtiit s.iiislV nif, tlial iIumv is sotiip important priiuipU t^^- 
lalivf to (Ik* ijnTluujism of llils di^-lcK ation which is not ykt i nulr- 
SToou.'* Auali), alUT dfscribiii«( his *' prnjK)>('d inelhod," he says, 
*^ The casts in which hiteral inovemenls witli «;<'iule force have succeetU 
ed, e'liher by dtsitrn or fortuitotisly, * * induce me to believe that there 
is a secret method in which wc may unilbmily succeed ; and that method 
I believe to be Ihe one in which the movements described above an 
employed.*' 

Here, then, all is coriji*ctun*— conjeciures, valuable, important, and 
approxiniatiiiu to the truth. One fact only was certainly known, riL, 
that ivdijctions lind l>«'en effected " l)y laierai bending movemetits,'* 
whether made by design or fortuitously '* ; and on these conjecttiras, 
embracing the general truth, to be sure, but yet the specific iteim un- 
known, he proceeds to ijive a *' pro|)osed meihwl." Whereas, I think 
1 have discovered and demonstrated the cause of " Me*e frequent fsi^ 
arcs of art^ \ the important principle, relative lo the mechanism ol 
th(»se fli<Ior;iti(>!)'j. u hich lias fi»ol] heretofore been underst(">ofl " : *' tkt 
stcrrf m> i/ioil ; the [tni**] bondins* movements to be made " — not hap-kiz- 
ard and adroit hj — not imletiniltly "in every po^ssible " wav — f»in in a 
certain order, ^h'\\ l)y stf|), wludi never fails lo >-(M iire the desired resiil!. 

In his [M(i|)o>e(l iiiriiiod." lie directs tile patient in be laid on 
sound side; 1 place hiai oa li.s L.u k. lie lashes him last lo the labl*'— 
and then the opeRtor designs to eniplov any degiree of exleniiou.'* 
and must put also a coimtcr-extending band over tlie perineum : 1 use 
no fixtures of any kind. He next flexes the leg on the ihii^h : id 
this we i;,! e. He then rotates the limb: tbis is useless, and serves 
only to give pain to the patient. He neit geiUfy obisicU the tbigli: 
tbis is worse than useless, as it increases the Umum of the obimtkf 
externuit already strained to its utmost ; uDoecessarily tortures the patjeat. 
and is incompatible with the next movement. Instead, thereibie, d 
gently abducting** the thigh, I ttrongltf adduet and thereby idu 
the stretched muscles. He next flexes the thi^h on the pe\v\s, m en rn H Mg 
abdui^ion: I flex on the pelvis, merely conrt/iu//{«' additctionytnid i 
not abduct nor rotate, till the knee is as hi^h as the unibiticus. Ihm 
differences in our niode of operating will be (bund to be importaoL 
My method is more simple ; require less time; is easier, requiring len 
force ; causes les<; pain, and IS in exact accordance with the mecbaniai 
of tile dislocated joint. 

WiiboiJt disparagement, tben^fore, of tlie Professors Smith?? or any 
one else, 1 believe I may justly speak of the mode whk^h 1 havede* 
scribed, as " my method." 

1. Because, my observations and experitru nts were made wiliiout the 
aid or tii'st suggestion of any one, and before i bad seen Smith's Memoirs. 

2. Because, so far as I know , I first discovered and denmnstniled lh;U 
the cunlraction and rtiulatict oJ ihc large mmcloi do iiol consiutut; the uo- 
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pediments to be overcome, as has h<'vn taught by all surgical writers, not 
excepting even Prof. ^. H. Smith ; hut, 

f3. That tfie renl and almo'^t dio whole difficulty lies in the distension 
of the comjiaraiively small muscles, viz., the obturator externus and in- 
temus, the pyritbrmis, t^emelli and quadratus. 

4. I have proved, by actual experiment, that muscles are incapable 
of extension beyond tiieir normal length, to any practicable degree, with- 
out danger of laceration. 

5. 1 have deaiuiibiiai* d inathtmaiically that traction on the shaft 
of the bone, by pulleys or oilier means, is incompatible with the me- 
chanical and physiological action of the muscles, impeding the reduction ; 
that k increases the difficulty, tends to rupture the aforesaid muscles, 
cruelly and unniercifally tortures the patient, and is therefore an imiaen- 
tijic applicatbn of force. 

6. And, lastly, I have pointed out the trut and only eoobuiom of the 
fimb, required by the mechanism of the joint in order to reduce, without 
mechanical power, this particular and heretofore formidable dislocation, 

Boekuter, A. F., Dee. 12, 1851. W. W. Rcid, M.D. 



PREPARATION AND SALE OF DOMESTIC MEDICLNES. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical JonmaL 

Sir, — I have this day noticed a circular from Dr. J. F. Skinner, of 
Browoington, Vt., setting forth, in a very clear and Candid manner, many 
of the existing evils of nostrum vending, as practised in our country, 
and his plausible remedy for such unjust impositions upon what he cxm^ 
iimpMie credulity. 

His propositions for renovating the field, now overrun by the herds 
of quack-nnedicine venders, have been heretofore published in your 
Journal.* The same doctrine is set forth in the cbcular accompanying 
, ibe medicines he offers for snlf\ 

The foundation of his new sclieme is, that it has ever been the 
case that the public will have some form or other of domestic medicine 
to which they can resort without calling in a physician." Hence, hp nr- 
fiiHjs, that if physicians will prepare jmd offer for sale, at convenient 
places, good medicines, upon which tiie community can rely, nostrum 
venders will be used up. 

iNow it does noi appear to us that there is a disjxi^ition in the public 
generally lo jjurchase and take medicines upon their owii opinions. The 
tnedicine trade is not kept up by the pan una ge of the more intelligent, 
; ooreven of a majority of the community. The ignorant and credulous 
tie the patrons oi quackery and of the patent medicine venders. The 
chronic mvalid is the dupe of the wily author and inventor of " Liver- 
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wort and Tar." There is not sufficient credulity in the poblie IfKMifi^ 
to be caught by such bait as is ofisred by the tmde. Bui ftdumtiogbi 
propoeiticm lo be floand, will bb plan acoomplisb the ol^t ? 

TbiB impudent quack sends bis medicine into tbe country, " ^pared 
for family use/' after ^* yean of labor " spent in ibe inveouoa 
tiial of their use, with certificates from those who ba?e been cured 
the article. A ciroular or almanac is oflerod gratis, proclaiming tb 
^ news/* Now this practice is virtually condemned bj Dr, SluDMr, 
and the readers of has oivtt circular are warned lo beware of die iai> 
position offered by others. 

Unquestionably in his own neighboihood Dr. Skinner's circular vi 
prevent inany from being duprrt by the venders of nostrums. But cer- 
tainly where he is not personally known by the community to whom be 
offers his " series of medical preparations," his circular will have liule 
or no influence. The result will be, if tfie quack succeeds in arreMinj 
the attention of the invalid, his chance is as j^ood as the riootor's. ^( 
believe Dr. Skinner is an honest, intelligent and high-nnnded pi>ysiciiiL 
But abroad he may not be known as such, and the M .D. aiiaclied to 
his name Is no evidence that he is not a quack. The vender of "my 
grandfather s pills " is an M.D.. and has obtained a seat in the Le^b- 
lativo halls of a mighty State. Then il ihe object can be acconiplislicd 
by ilia doctor s plans, it must be by physicians as a body adopting his 
ii]('i)iod. Every physician must offer medicine for sale, or at least such 
a uuuibf r ol them that each buyer can prociue an article for use, 
pared by a physician in wimn he can place confidence. At all events, 
tbe result woiild be, that the great body of the profe^sjoa would eidi 
send Ibrtb bis "series of medical preparations'' lor s^le. And wlMtt 
degrading sj)ectacle would this be I Tbe worid would bnve reasop to 
distrust t)|e wbole of us. 

But we do not deny that well-educated and eipeneneed pbysiciiBS 
could ofier medicines far better for tbe sick, than those prepared by iIk 
great majority who now bold the trade. The doctrine to our miad is, 
that no physician can, however experienced, prepare medicine that wifl 
be sure to prove useful, or even safe, for th^ sick of whom he knows no- 
thing. Blood -root, snuills and emet. tart, are highly useful in ceniin 
diseased conditions of the respir^ory oreans ; but to offer them in any 
combination to the public for ^' a cough," wiihoiU knowing anything 
of the condition of the lungs, pleura, or the general consiitulion of tbe 
patient who i? to swallow them, seems to us absurd. Would it not i>e 
arrogance, yea, impudence, in a physician in Boston or I\e\v lork. to 
address a note to Ur. Skinner, of Vermont. st iiiiiL; U)al he has a paoi- 
cea for the colds, coughs, asthmas, hooping coughs, he, of his paiientv 
of whotn the writer knew nothing? How olten ])liyslcians declirif ui 
prcsicribe for ]>atit riis whom liiey have never seen, llipugh tl)e casf nia} 
be describeil mmutely by an intelligent friend. Much less, then, shouW 
physicians offer the invalid a nostrum, to be taken as ih^ paliepl mi}' 
think pmpcr after reading the diref tious. 

To our mind, it aj)|n-ars tliat Dr. Skinner's plan will not succeed, tb«J£|» 
we doubt not ins ujediciaes are pitpaied with ability and cafe. W 
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preparations will doubtless be taken, and do much good to some of the 
patients, as well as to the pockets of the roanafactoreis. 
Deembet 19, 1851. Yours, W. S. C. 



CONSUMPTION, AND ITS TREATMENT. 

(Comittiiiileiited for t1i« Boston MmHcbI and flarficul Jonmat-t 

Consumption Is of two kinds, tubercular and broachial. The for me 
has a constitutional, the latter a local origin. 

The liLimun constitution, as shown by Liebig, in his prolomid work 
on Animal Chemistry, is governed by two forces, the nervous and ilui 
vegetative. The former disposes the molecules to a state of mouun ; 
the latter is an antagonist power, and iodines them to a position of rest. 

In vegetative Hie there is motk>n in one direction only, so to speak ; 
tiiat is, motion which tends to the opposite of motion, namely, rest. 
In vegetables, whose life is wholly under this power, there is no waste ; 
for here, all ultimate particles, having once taken a phice of rest, remain 
fixed and undisturbed. Hence in a tree there is growth as long as it 
lifes. There is no power to break up and destroy. 

But in the animal body, there is motion in two directkins, or a circuit 
of tnotkm. Particles which under the vegetative force have been put 
10 rest, are perpetually being displaced by the nervous energy, and re- 
duced to unorganized, amorphous compounds, to be burned in warming 
the system, or cast out by the several excretory processes. 

So constant is the action of these two forces, that the human system 
hns been compared by John Hunter to a whirlpool, into which the par- 
ticles of matter arc perpetually poured under the infliinnce of the vege- 
tative power, and out of which tltey are as constantly whirled by the 
Dervous force. 

A little reflection upon these antagonisms, as thus explained, will ena- 
ble the reader to see that it is just when the vegetative force iraoscends 
the nervous, that the body increases in weight, and acquires th u dia- 
tliesis in wiiich the blood discs abound, and the tendency, if to disease 
at all, is to that of the inflammatory kind. It is the tonic or sthenic 
condition of the system. iVutnlionis more rapid than destruction. New 
panicles are laid down faster than old ones are taken up. [leucc die 
body grows. 

On the other hand, when the nervous Ibice overmasters the vegeta« 
live, when the outward or centrifugal motion of the whirlpool prevails, 
then it b that the body is attenuate, the blood is m^de serous, and the 
consumptive, atonb or asthenic condition is established. Now, there is 
too much motion. The nutritive particles, instead of tending to a state 
of rest and deposit for the re-supply of waste matter, ^ome fu- 
gitive in their habits, perpetually fleeing, like convidts escaped from pri- 
son. Introduce tliis power, in excess, into the vegetable kingdom, and 
the matter deposited upon the tree, instead of remaining to swell its 
bulk, would be driven off by the nervous force, and the tree, instead of 
growing, would be annually iessened^ become sii^kly, and die of con- 
somptioQ. 
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In tubercular consumptioo, the system is like a 6etd deluged with a 
flood ; nothing can uke loot. The repeated shocks of the oerrous bst- 
tery sent to the absorbents, so (juicken ibcm in their work oT removiDg 

waste inatlor, that iht-y (iiislodge much >^bicli is not yel worn out, and 
assist in custii)<4 out of the system not a little designed to be used in in 
renewal. A healthy deposit is thus prevented, and nutrition is atao 
end. The nutriiive arteries, those liule builders of the human frame, 
are overmastered by the stimulated lymphatics ; the consinictive ma- 
terial is wrested from them, and borne beyond ibeir rear-h. nnd ifh.' h vjy 
wastr's Iroifi of noiirt^htnenl. The bl»K>d be<*otn«"'^ ihm umi waien : 

and fVntn mcrfa^^rd ^rmn?; port'on. < liit tlv nUimuen. ar»- d»^T>^iir.J 
upon tlie linvj** nnd oiljci lj?»^ncs the aUniiiMiioin fumois, r^l!«*d tiiln ai'''. 

Here i- Itniiul llir caiwe of that peeuh ii >iTiallness ol Uiiit- and mu- 
cle, ami llniiii* -- mid l.illiit of person, >o ciiararlerislic of l\\r tJiberru- 
lar conNumptiv linr. too, is ih«? key of those sharp kalures. ti;B 
lips, fine soil luiu and ^luall luuiuw (•he>t, whi(di speak so sadly to duv- 
injr friends. The absorbents, tmder tlie power of a very active nervc^^ 
system, take down the hou^e we live in " faster than the nutntire 
arteries, confused by tlie motkm around ttienf, can effect its re-ooostnir- 
tion. It is simply an unbalancing of the antagonistic forces, which build 
and pull down tiie tenement we inhabit. The men that deinolisb ire 
more numerous and better fed than the artizan builders. 

It is this destructively nervous force of the system, which gives lo 
tubercular persons their proverbial mental activity ; which causes then 
often to dazzle the world with ihr <>)>!endor of tl)<'M- zifts, and to bless 
their friends with ll»e warmih of their atVerions. Tht y are usually the 
choice spirits — the idols of their relatives, and the iiivorites of theeoaw 
muniiy in which they live. Of all persons they are best flited to eojof 
life, and to impart hap|)iness. I-ovini^ all, ihey are by all loved in re- 
turn. They are specimens of partially etherialized hutn'^nity, steppi:: 
liiilitly ncross the enrrli. to whom friends passionately stretch out ihcic 
arms, and end)race^ — ilieir shadows ! • 

T!h <e vit \v<; w ill aj»i>«-ar the more reasonable, if we con-ider ihat 
clnl(li< ii. tlie veii' laiivc. or power of ronstnictinjr llie sy>tein, is very 
active, while the nri vut's cu»m l;v is ( ufiipar,iii\ t-ly weak. The prepon- 
derance of thf loriiKT pnver o\ cr the latter. I'auses tile rapid i^rowlh ot 
children. U'lie lillle aii«'iial IniiKici^ work faster than llie iyuipiiatic de- 
molishers. Hence, altlhHi^,Ii, at ( ordini; to Luiiol, " jiiihiionar)' tubercle 
frequently exist in early youth," and althouuh posi-niurtenis by oli)eff 
have revealed tuberrles in vast numbers of children, yet coniparaiitrelT 
few of them die of the disorder. Cases of tubercular consumptioa 
likewise rare among persons advanced in years, in whom the oenoa 
forre is weakened. 

But from the age of 17 to ;J5, when the vegetative power is bsini 
something of its exiraonlinary activity, and the nervous force b sbowio| 
its highest capabilities — then it is. as this theory indicates, that tubemitar 
consumption does its dreadful work — then, that the outw ard whiri of this 
physiological maelstix)m casts upon the shores of mortality so many iliii^- 
ned, exhausted and hfeless human forms. More than &iree fourths ol 
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all who sink under this disorder, die between the ages just named. 
Tbe brain, between these points of time, acquires its full size and force. 

The persons exposed to bronchial consumption are generally of an 
opposite habit to those described above — having the nervous force, in 
health, well subordinated to the vegetative, the assimilation good, and 
die blood well suppiicd with red discs. They have usually a lull habit, 
and an active circulation. The absorbents, and other vessels in the 
lung^, working in the midst of a large amount of caloric, evolved by an 
energetic respiration, often take coUi, which brings on lung fever and 
pleurisy, and these lay the foundation for the ultimate destruction of 
the lun^s. For the same reason the skin of this class of pei"sons be- 
cnriies diseased, and more often the inner skin, or mucous uienibrane, 
and most ollen that portion of the mucous membrane which woes (lov\ n 
into the lungs and lines the air-tubes. It is inflammation of this which 
constitutes broochiiis, and which lays the iqunda lion for true bronchial 
consuiupiion. 

The cousiiUiiiiJual difference between the persons exposed to the two 
forms of consuinption, appears to be lliis : — the tubercular type is usually 
aitendi'd. ni its oi ii^lii, by a tolerably ^ood state of the diirpstive fimction, 
ill counection with bad assiuiilalion ; wliile the broncliial form generally 
has its foundation laid in connection with bad digestion, accompanied, 
lor a time, with healthfufassimilation. In the former case the food is w ell 
digested, the pabulum is properly prepared, but the nutritive arieriesv for 
reasons already stated, do not use it (or the purpose of renewing the 
wasted tissues. In the latter case the digestion is often bad, the pa- 
bulum poorly elaborated ; but the re-constructive vessels, under the con- 
trol of a well-developed system of oiiganb nerves, use it to the best 
advantage. In the one case there are good brick-moilEm, and lazy 
brick-^yerf ; in the othier, the reverse. 

It happens, however, that before the fatal close of the disease, tu- 
bercular patients usually become afflicted, more or less, with bad diges- 
tion, and bronchial patients with defective assimilation ; so that, in the 
end, they present us with much the same class of symptoms. Starting from 
opposite poles in life's celestial sphere, they meet at the culminating 
point of death, and disappear under identical aspects of the heavens. 

Treatment. — In the bronchial form of the disease, I have generally 
found that attention to the hepatic trouble, often present, exercise out 
of doors, cold bathing and friction . nnd the inhalation of the nitrate of 
silver and lycopoflium powder, secures, about all that can be expected 
— 1 was about to say, desired — from treatment. 

Tlie tubercular ly()e of tlie disorder also indicates oni-door exercise, 
with the bailiing and friction. I am persuaded thai these hranches of 
treatment have received too little attention. The defective nutrition, as 
I have presented it above, is a conilition which seems plainly to call for 
their vigorous use. The rapid breathing in phthisis creates a too abun- 
dant oxygenation of the bkx>d— so much so, that the muscles, especially 
the heart, are usually of a bright red. To prevent the patient from 
being literally consumed, burned up by oxygen, the blood must be de- 
oxygenated as fast as |x»sible; and in no way can this be done faster 
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and better than by inviironiting iIm capillaries of the riLio hj a gmllc 
sponire bath and brisk friction. 

Wliile liiere is a superabundance of oxygen in the system of a phthi- 
sical pnn?on. there is at the same time a deficiency of carbon. Henca 
the colli \h\nA< and f<>ct, and the jr^nend inability to bear frosty weather. 
Tfif litile miiriiive arteries, in thest» tliin-bloodcd person^, stand shiver- 
ing and torpid with cold, miahlc to perform ihrir allotted function of nu- 
trition. Tli'Me is not iin; ciioul:!] in the >vst^*ni, and fuel inn->t be had in 
the form of carbon. Hence one of liie advantages of cod-hver oil. 
Tliis oil, too, as carbon, devom's the o\v<4en of the blood, aiui jU- venl? 
its devourini,' the paiienl. This idea also explain-; the fact meniiuuetl 
by Bennet and others, that in their post-mori» ms, they found the evi- 
dences of healed ulcers in numerous pei^ons who had been spirit-drink- 
trt while living. And Liehig helps the explanation by saying that al- 
cohol, taken into the sys^in, circulates in a free state in the blood, and 
devours its oxygen. To whksh I beg to add, that the malaria of inier^ 
mittent and bilious fever districts hu been pretty saUsActorily proved to 
be an instable organic body, consistkig of snlpbor, carbon, and nydiogeo, 
all of which have an affinity fiar oiygen, and would also devour the 
oxygen of the system. Hence coosamptkMi is not Ibund in stich districts. 

As I am treatbg wholly of the chemical effects of remedies (and lo 
this test all remedies must finally come), I will meotioa that Rokittnsky 
considers the power of pregnancy in arresting phthisis to consist wholly 
m mechanically stopping tl^ flow of blood through the lungs- And I 
fsgard atmospheric inhalatbn with the Ramadge tube as doing the same 
thing, by inflating the air-cells — thus pressing upon and flatieninc» the 
venous capillaries, and les^<'nin^ tb<' amount of Tmn^fnitred blood. I will 
add, that antinio. et pot. tart, steps in hcrr am i a (tempts to demonstrate 
the justness of its long-conced»'d remedial (K)wer in phthisis, by f>oiniini 
to the fact demonstrated by HIake and iMialhe, that it arrests the cirni- 
lation in (he pulmonary arterud — \\\m giving a complete and luminous 
view of its power to prevent oxygenuiion. Hui 1 am ubhged to detract 
somctkinir from its merits, by stating ili it it (iU>> retards the circulation 
in the capillaries of the system generally, and so hinders ^^-oxygenation. 

But there is a tlierapeulic agent just now presenting itself to the no- 
tice of the profession, to which 1 w&h to invite special attention. 1 re- 
fer to phosphorus. This agent seems to have more than ordhnry claims 
upon our regard. It has challenged our notice in the shape of phospkah 
of Sme^ But this is probahkf iMcause it has come witftnoc its chemi- 
cally attested certificates. 

Cerebric acid contains nitrogen and phosphorus, and is the pecultar 
component of the brain and nervous system. By combustion and the 
changes of oxydation in the brain, the phosphoras of cerebric acid is 
converted into phosphoric acid ; so that every act of the brain produces 
phosphoric acid. How rapid, then, must be the consumption of the 
phosphoric element of the cerebric acid, in that highly active and ex- 
citable state of the nervous system which I have described as peculiar 
to phthisis ; and how necessary, in order to save the brain Sirom destnic- 
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tion, to meet this inereaied demand for phosphoms by intfoduciog U 
into the system as t therapeiiUc agent, , ^ u i 

Since writing the above, the London Lancet for December has con e 
10 band, and itih I find Dr. TheophiUw Thompson, m aclin.ca lecture 
delivered at the Hospital for consumption and diseases of the cliest, rx- 
pressing the opinion that the phosphorus present in cod-hver oi! contnbu es 
^me share to the happv influence of that remedy. He also «tnrts Uie 
« inquiry, whether an additional supply of phosphorus, by aitracting ox) - 
gen in the process jusl noticed, may not tend in consumpuve patients 
to lessen the unfavorable oxydation by which pus is largely luiiued m 
tlie luncrs » 1 think the inquiry can liarflly fail of an aOimiaiive answer. 

Muld'^er regards the 6brin of the blood as the carrier of oxygen ; and 
by this oxydation, the fibrin becomes converted into the 
tritoxide of proteine— its pho'^phorus and suipliur (for it coiiiaiiis boUi; 
bpini; converlcH into phos[ihoric and sulphuric acids. Adding plios^ 
nhorus and sulphur, therefore, as therapeutic agents, would seem to be 
the proper way to suppiy the fibrin witii materials destructive ol ua 
freight of ox vijen. . • «f 

the propo iiioii before the profession now is, to admmister, in case oi 
phthisis, pho^pliaie of lime ; and no doubt this has been useRil m severti 
instances. Bui phosphate of soda would probably answer belter, as the 
sah of lime is insoluble, and this substance would be converted into Uie 
pliosphate of lime within the system, if it encountered any soluble conj- 
i)ound of lime ; and as this base is supplied in water and most kinds of 
food, the change would be likely to lake place. . , j 

Hero the subject spreads itself out beyond the limits of an article, and 
I must leave it. slropfy saying that I have now two patients rapidly re- 
covering from the third stage of tubercular disease on the use ot syr 
of phosphate of manganese, freely administered with cod-h ver oil. >v «in 
th^e, I unite the inhalation of the nit. silver and lycopod.um powder, 
^nd a verv vigorous administratwn of the hygienic laws, in the 
form of exercise, &C. In the cases alluded to, and in others where a 
less rapid impiovement is occurring, the man-nnese has displayed good 
powers for correcting the anaemia, while the i^liospliorus iuis seemed to 
meet the various indications to which the above n nmrks point. ^ 

I have thus attempted to draw the attention of the profession to a 
subject, which, to me, has a special interest. With a powerlbl micro* 
scopL*, and such aids as can be derived from the present unperiecl Stat© 
of or^^nnic chemistry, I have entered nr'on some mvestigatioos rwpeoU 
inu tim ]>;iihulogy of blood, urine, and other fluids and solids 
aird though 1 can hope to accomplish very little,^ I allowed, 
perhaps, to invite the encouragement and co-operation of those who are 
farther advauced— feeling well assured, that to such Investigations, pnwe- 
cuted in the spirit of true philosophy by all who have the opportumiy, 
we may look with hope, as the sourca whence most of the true F^^re« 
pf medical science is to come, Iju Wa»W«, 
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OM THE RECIPROCAL AGENCIES OP HIND AND MATTER. 

(CMtlaoed trom puce 41 I.J 

In Ar.ii iifiiii'* wf* h:\\c L't'iicraUy a complcM' sii-^ppii-itui of the mental 
faculUi.'?, udii syjiiploia.'* winch prosTe.«s froia tii^!l^d^•r^■*l iiii» llecl lo ibiii 
complete destruciion of ii. TKere is uiso coraa, ucoompanied wilh con- 
vuision-^and eubultus. la the chrmie rorm, fint described by Bayle, 
the leoding character of the attendant delirium w a ** heightening and 
exair^eralion of all the idcus/* But thiri state of frenzy gradually aab- 
sid s into menial alienation, impelled articulation, drc, running on lo pro- 
<rr»'^sive parnlyj^i?* both of" body an«! mind. The Fn nrh pMihoIogisls inform 
u> ilmi delirium is more lo be expected where ihe mijx rfu ia! pt^rt of the 
tneinbranf^. on the convexity of the brain. )> iutiuriH d ; but ihai coma, 
trismus, and convulsive afi'eclions, indu uie ibe basilary portion to be the 
aeat of disease. The membrane soineiimes exhibits patches of ioflAmma- 
lion ; at others the inflammation is more exleoaiTely diffuud, attended 
with opacity and thickening, and with aifAettvn, consequent on the depori* 
tion of albumen or lymph : and it i^ lo the aflection of the membrane! 
rather than to thai of the brain itself that Bayle, in hi? " Malndie? dti 
Cerveaij, " attributes insanity, and conceives thai ihc «ubseqiieiii etfu-ioa 
or seruiu is (by its pre>Mire on the substance of the braiiO the cau&e of 
the paralysis and dementia iu which it so often terminates. The pia, 
maier is subject to the same indications of disease as the tunica arachnoi- 
dea ; and with these acknowledged evidences of membranous ioflamma> 
tion it appears strange that copious depletion should not be found advisabk 
— but so it is. Then, a^ain, there is great eipenditure of the nenroos 
energy where the brain (from whence all nenrom ea«rgy proceeds) is thus 
serintisly e.Trited ; and this, in my humble opinion, is a main reason why 
depleihMi caiiDoi be borne — why Midden prostration is likely to succeed — 
and why d-Mth follow.-s fast upon it. Depleiioi) may, and very oft* ii does, 
iodvice a lemporary niiligation of all liial tension, throbbing, and oilier sen- 
sations of plethora* which accompany early and acute mania ; and those 
who are comparatively little experienced in such cases are induced to 
repeat tiic bleeding, should the vis vita and vis nervosa be not knocked 
down by the first bleeding. In inflammation of the pleun, or peritoneum, 
or other s^rotis membrnne?, our mninstav is the lancet, and the loss of 
blond at liiiK's n»»/ •■««;ary lo n -^i'ue ilie paiieni from the irrave i? scarcely 
credit-!". In ilie Medical G i/ette of March, 1829,1 published a ^ucce:*1«fuI 
caJ^e of pleuritis under my care, illustrative of such active ireainieni, m 
which 160 ounces of blood were taken in five days. Dr. Blundell has 
also recorded two successful and similar cases, in which a gallon and a 
half of blood were abstracted in the same short period. 
^ In reports of the Ardent Fever of the West Indie-. .Mr. Comrie, a Naval 
surgeon, says— ** In the course of three or four days above 250 ounces 
have been taken awav, and always wilh success when timely application 
was iii ide." Here, however, there is no exhaustion of nervous power; 
the iiillaiiinvition i> cotifiiied to a nieiiil>rane remote from the brain, and 
unconnected wiiti il; and depleliuri must be carritd till lliat inflainmatioa 
is subdued. The physician must, therefore, use bis own judgment in the 
treatment, taking care not to confound arachnitis, as an idiopathic aflectioa 
unconnected with mental aberration, with the delirium ferox of insanity, 
and the supervention of inflammation on it. What I particularly mean to 
express is, that although post«mortem appearances in mania frequently 
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give nndeniiihle eTidence of inflammation having existed, and although 
early depletion may be, and is, necessary to a certain extent (espf rinlly 
M'here the <:ii!ijfMMs are youni^ nnd plothnric, tho invasion of the attnf:k sud- 
den and acute, atlendf^d with siroir,^'- aru rial ai-Mnn, h >at df scalp, contract^'d 
pupil, and in'o!»»rniii i' of light arid ?«t)tiud, ice.), the grealtst care should be 
taken not to exhausi nervous energy to such an extent as to endanger the 
attack's degenerating into irreparable dementia. Pinel was so apprrhen- 
sire of this revolt, and so awake to the deceptive character of vascular ple- 
thora in the brain, that he opposed bleeding most strenuously, as tending ' 
to retard recovery, and even to ren J* r recovery doubtful. Esquirol partly 
coincides in (his opinion, but relied more on leeclies occasionally ; Dr. 
Rii^h wns pariicularly blood-thirsty ; and Dr. Haslam placed much reli- 
ance on it, but not to the extent rectiiniii' nded by Dr. Rn<h. Dr. Prichard 
believed the cases to be very fewwhicii would yielcl lo large dej»lelion, and 
considered that the existence of the patient would be much endangered 
b^' it. Dr. Barrows (who, following ihe example and trusting to the expe- 
rience of others, tried depletion for several years) admits that he disco* 
▼ered his error, and became so cautious in advi n l ii that he scarcely 
ordered venesection in six cases of mania or melancholia in the same num* 
ber of yt'ars ; and that since he changed his practice the rases had been 
less intrartahle and less leciious.for ho remarked how suddenly ibe strength 
of Imritics gave vvnv on peiifral bleeding! 

li sums up (as 1 said before) iu this — that the physician must exercise 
h\» own good judgment on this most knotty point in practice (not only in 
this but in every case, viz., the propriety or impropriety of bleeding), and 
prescribe in accordance with it. Suffice it to add, that Dr. Monro, Dr. 
CoDoUy, and other eminent physicians of the present day, who have 
devoted themselves to cases of insanity, deprecate the lancet altogether. 

With respect to the substance of the brain, the leading alterations in its 
structure consist principally of in«'reased firmness of consistence, or of tiie 
opposite condition, termed runiollisscment, or softeninjr; and some patholo- 
gists are of opmion that either condition may tenuiuaie in its opposite. 
Both are the result of inflammation. Paralysis is the common result of 
ramoUmemerUf and when thes^e are combined it is needless lo observe 
how utterly hopeless the case must be. 

Lesion of the cortical substance appears to he mostly connected with 
the intellecteal functions, and disorganization of the medullary to affect 
more the motor povvers ; l)Ut disorganization of cerebral snbstnnre may 
exist 10 considerable extent u irhout any manifestation of it during life, and 
large quantities of the brum have come away after severe fractures of the 
cranium without any deterioration of the intellect. Instances of this are 
recorded in the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, and I have 
heard also of a boy, who, on a portion of the brain coming away through 
a fissure in the skull, consequent on-violent injury, coolly requested that it 
might be sent to his schoolmaster, in refutation of the schoolmaster having 
often told him " that he had no brairn^,*' — a point in which they were quite 
at variance! In a word, great difficulty, uncertainty, and dilierence of 
opinion, exist on the physiolocry and pathology of this important organ, 
notwithstanding the results of dissection and all the researches that have 
been made : and more experience is yet necessary, and more study moat 
yet be devoted to it, ere we can decide positively on the contingencies of 
function and lesion of this empii of reason and the soul! The only 
method (the late Dr. Baillie told me) of advancing medical science, is to 
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compare the appeamnees after death with the symptonra that manifeitei 

themselves during life, wherever and whenever an opportunity presents. 
Brit public Hospital? and Inslilutions are the only places in which anato* 
rnical investigaiions can he efficiently made. In private practice it is 
always unpleasant to make such a proposal, and, when made, the chancei 
are much against its being gratiied. 1 can only say, with respect to ray* 
self, I have been so discouraged by reiterated refusals that I bow very 
aeldom solicit it. Only it Is distressing to think how many a valnsw 
* specimen of diseane, which wonld have Men a most desirable a«|oi8iiton t« 
our Museum, and which might materially assist the advancement of ptth»> 
logy and science* is, through &lse feeling, consigned to siibtenaneiMn 
decomposition. 

[To b« cMUaaed.] 



THB BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOBTON, DBCEMSEil dl, I8«l. 



Amerkun Physicians in Paris. — From various sources intelligence has 
been received of the formation of an American medical association is 
Paris, having for its special object the improvement of the members in 
their attendance on the French hospitals. In other words, the associstiofl 

has in view the plan of aiding American f^tudents to hear and see wlial* 
ever is worthy of their consideration in ihc sphere of their particular pnr« 
suits. The society would be of immense utility if it could persuade all 
American student? to he punctual in their attendance at the leciMre room?. 
Paris has something to be seen besides the dead and liyiii^, and young 
gentlemen who go there from this country, do not, in every instance, coo* 
fioe themselves to the consideration of medicine and surgery. It is an ae- 
complii<hnient to have been a student, if but for a single week, in the bos* 
pitals of Paris — and many a one who has the reputation of having con* 
pleted his medical studies in foreign institutions, has hardly achieved more 
than to enter at one door and pass out at another. Medicine and s-urgery, 
and most of their ap[)endant hranche'5, can be learned in our larun r Ameri- 
can ciiies, as well as in England or France, and this fact should be known 
and underistuod. Still we arc advocute;j (or foreign travel: it enlarges ibe 
mind, and libeniliies the feelings of those who have no conception of the 
state of society beyond their own domtcil ; while all the advantages de- 
rived from free intercourse with the learned of other countries, are by its 
means diffused through our own. The new American society may in 
another way greatly promote the interest of medical science at home, by 
transmitiini^^ to the Journals the earliet^l iriformation of discoveries and 
improvemenls. In this manner, if it does not becoiTie the tool of sope 
domineering clique, we niay all be the gainers by its collections and 
publications. 



Transactions of the American Med. Association for 1851. — This is a lor- 
midable volnme--477 octavo paget-Hnearly 900 more than the volume for 
last year. The Association was instituted in 1847, and this is the fourth 
published volume. Should the Aseociation be •ucceseful, as we ali hops 
and trust that it will through succeeding years, what may not be anticipatsd 
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in the wny of national medical archives? There is in this country medi- 
cal talent enonc'h to moni the hii^hest eTpectfiiiuiis of the most hopeful, 
and throuL^ii the paicrnal influence of the As.^ociaiion, which embraces the 
whole professional doniain ot the United States, the old world will in lime 
discover that we are no idlers. If more of the profession would leave be- 
hind ihem, in a written form, the results of their e7er^>day experience, it 
WDttld greatly contribute to the advancement of medical science. It is 
useleas to particularize the contents of this large work, which embraces the 
various and valuable reports of standing committees, the proceedings st 
the ^^reat meeting at Charleston, S. C in May last, and the prize essay of 
Dr. Dalion, with iif elegant illustrations. Those who have not yet had 
the !ransacuons, should avail themselves of the opportunity while the 
volumes may be had at a very reasonable price, for it is (^uiie probable 
that the demand will soon increase it. 



Diseases of the Skin, — Messcrs. S. S, & W. Wood, New York, have re- 
published the celebrated Munuul on Diseases of the Skin, by MM. Caze- 
nave Ic Schedel, with notes and additions by T. H. Burgess, M.D. This 
is the second American edition, enlarged and corrected from the last 

French one, with additional notes by H. D. Bulkley, M.D., &c., of the 
New York Hospital. It is a fair-looking octavo, of d48 pages. A gene* 
ral care in presenting each subject in the clearest light, is discoverable 
through the whole work. As the profession is quite familiar with the 
hieh reputation of the book, it is only necessary to state further that Dr. 
Bulkiey's flnisliitiir touches have so enhanced its value to the pr;u iitioners 
of this country, that not to have it would be depriving one's &eU ol an im- 
portant assistant in prescribing for diseases of the skin. 



Ui/Us to the People on Medicine. -^\)t. Wood's little pocket publication, 
before alluded to, is moving on successfully, and perhaps accomplishing 
more of good in its way, than could have been achieved by any other 
means. One of the reasons why appeals to the judgment of the people, 

to their conscientiousness, to their patriotism, so often fail to influence 
them, is, that they discover there is too much of self at the bottom; in 
short, ih^ 'j^ond of the people moans the good of some one individual 
first. But Dr. Wood is provided for, and hrnce hi? motives cannot 
be questioned. It is well, both for the profession and the public, to liave 
liie principles of true and false systems of medicine fully explained by one 
80 competent and disinterested. 

VermtnU Imane Asylum. — We are reminded, by another annual report 

from this institution, that fifteen years have sped away since it was organ- 
ized at Bratileboro*. Dr. Rockwell is still the medical superintendent, and 
the success and good management which have attended his administration 
in former years, still continue. When the tifleenth annual report was 
made up, in August last, there were 333 pitiei^is under treatment. In the 
pa^L oiilcial year, 73 recovered ; 11 were impruved ; 11 remained unim- 
proved, and 35 died. Since the doors were first opened, 1,746 patients 
Bsve been received. They are economists in Vermont^-^ince all the ex- 
penses of the Asylum were bat $31,349 46, for a year; while the income 
for the board of the intnates was $35,423 54, leaving a balance in kvor of 
the Asylum of §1,073 68. So much for having faithful public servants. 
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Dr. Dowltr*i Theory of the Nerrout Si/stem. — It will be ?een hy the 
following exfnrt from a luUice of Dr. Do '. r"s " Evpfritiiental Researcb- 
in till' Hrui«fi au'J Fnr<'ii,^n M<Mliro-<J brrtir;:i ril Krvievv, that the do'j- 
tie or f'Mir-foM sv-t'-ni of fi».Mir<^»loL'V, wliirh ha> tuMjri ^o tr^Jiernll'* believed 
in bv pli V'-ioloL-i-.ts. lull (i<'nirfl Kv Dr. L)n\vl<.'r. is iiow crivtii up by ibe 
conductors uf iliut loi)e*CMabli.sh< d utid iitllueiiiial Journui. Il is true tbe 
rcrif'vver (li!<s(M)ii(. in ilie course of hi? remarks, from certain details of 
Dr. D.*ji researches, and ^oine of the deductions from them ; bat the at- 
spnt to the cnir r ' • vs of his main propositions if as gratifying il is 
uri' \;H''!i'd. Tlie iotiowiiig sentences: are the coninienceraent of the re- 
view ;il Itidi'd \o. 

*' Dr. D >\vkr iia> ninde liiiu-clf cou-^piiMir^us :it!)on:: his brethren, by hi« 
refusal lo receive ccruim ol liunv urolu^^iral Uacirines, which, iin-ier 
one form or another, are now (renf'rally admitted amont»»t welt*informe^ 
piiysioh>!;i8ts. We do not quarrel with him for declining to accept the 
double syntem of exrito-motor and uf ^ensori- volitional nerves, such bav- 
ing, as wc now Ih>1u-v<\ no real exi>tencc in nature; and we have a siroof 
syinpiliiy with his (•Itji'.-tioii lu ilic nmv u*rnis — dia?lal;iv', csodic, ox • ir 
anodi*:, caihodio, pu'imlir, panlhodic, aii:i>'altir, cata?tal:ic. pT.'rislallic, 
by tho ndop ian of whicli, we veiuure u> ihiitk, a coaiparaiively easy sub- 
ject wouid be rendered obscure." 



Jniroductory Ltcture at the Mass. Medical College. — Tbe following cor- 
respondence will explain why the profession generally have uoi been put 
in possession, hy its publication, of this eicellent iddress* delivered liy the 
Professor of Chemistry at the late opening of the lectures at the lAmaa^ 
chusetia Medical College. 

Dear Sir, — At a meKioc ol the Mi-diral Cla**, held this clajr at ibe i^olkije, it was 
■MMMly voted, iImi • cofiy at yoar iMiwlurtorf addraM be raqnwled tot poWk'atioD. m or* 
the in4tfucli<in ari't p"< i« tro cxpenencefl by ii>o maiiv who were present at iU dotaVMy, 
equaiiv dyoved l>v ibu^c who wrrr pre v»*iue<1 from oUaring that pnvikge. 

In Imn pri'vimne yo*\ the ^pix^ral wi4li of tb« trtaiM, panait us lo ikMk yoo fer ibe 
jon have alread/ aflorUod iw, aad lo laador yoo oiv levportAil racwd. 

HoRdTIO R. 9TORK1I, 

N \ T II \ > r R i< f . 

Daviii Cmoatic. Jr. 
C. WaSAToR Abbott, 
iVo^/.P. Coolie. ALasasos 8. Coolidgk, 

Q%mvr.M Hi ,<—l l»av«* rcrcive<l ywn kiml nolc of .\oTomtior nHiue&uug nic to turoMft* 
eopjf of my itiircMioriory ndkiroM for poWicaikw. I SB totrjT to M oUigod to deiqr mjmX Ae 
plOttfUfg of romplyiii^ with '^'otir rvqucMl. 

With many lhaoks for this expmutioa of yoor kiinltiet*, and belt wilbes ht taar ncttuv aad 
happiness, I am, frntlrmcn. ynur oheHirni aervwit, JottAX r. COOEE, ^ 

Storrr, Rirr, Choalo, Alibott ssd Coolk^, 
Com. of Med. Cta»«. 



Ihiital Amalgams. — In Uie iKiUiiiiore Dental Times, there is an adcir 
rable piiper on the character of amalprams for filling the teeth, which at 
tome periods have been exceedingly popular. It is clearlv shown that 

nothing can be relied upon for this purpose but gold; and when re^poo^t- 
ble dental operators all over the land have repeatedly taught the same dor- 
trine, it is extraordinary that people of intelliL^^nre will allow fecorjc-niTp. 
or rather no-rate persons to endanger their it -th and health by ihe usf ef 
other prepnraiions. But quackerv of every sp. oifs thrives, and il wrooH 
seern a:* though pseudo-denlisis were someiiuieA pairotnzed, becaujue ujere 

isa pleaatife m being cheated out ofooe's teeth. 
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Human Body Petrejled. — While digging coal near Mt. Morris, Illinois, 
there was lately found the body of n man in a perfect state of petrefactioo* 
From the cordaroy cloth in which the legs are cni ast j, the cords and 
seams of which are perfectly defined, it is supposed to be the body of one 
of the Irish laborers eng'ajred in thp ronftnirtinti of ihe canal. The limbs 
are nearly perfect, and are coniplctc-Jy transformed into stone. Portions of 
the body are in possession of Dr. Hand. 



Anatomical Examination of an Infant born without Eyes. — By M. 
LissA. The palpebrni fissures were very small, not being above two lines 
in length ; but the lids and lachrymal apparatus were perfectly developed, 
and the conjuiu tival membrane covered the contents of the orbii. There 
was not a vesu^e of the globe of the eye in either orbital cavity ; its place 
being occupied by areolar tissue, in which the optic nerres seemed to lose 
tbemaelves. The inira*cranial portion of these nerves followed its usual 
course ; but the tubercula quadrigemina and the thalami optici were of 
very small size; thus confirminfr the view that the latter, as well as the 
former, are the ganglionic centres of the visual sense. — Gaz, Med, Itaiiana, 



Medical MisccUany, — Dr. C. P. Johnson, professor .in' Hampden Sidney 
Medical College, Va., says in the Stethoscope that a mixture of vinegar 

and salt, two parts of the former and one of the latter, a table-^^poonful 
every three hmirs, has been found very useful in obstinate diarrhcras. — 
The Virginia Stelboseope has reached the clo5;e of its first year, making 
8 volume [or the year of over 700 pages, and will commence its second 
volume under the most flattering auspices. — ^The new edifice for the Star- 
ling Medical College, in Columbus, Ohio, is nearly completed. It is 136 
feet long by 120 wide, and ihc lecture rooms will each seat about 460 stu- 
dents. — S. S. & Wm. Wood's Catalogue of medical books, ai their estah- 
lishment at New York, shows their collection to be an extensive one.— 
iSmallpox is still prevalent at the West. — Bronchial afleclions are rife in 
this region, and cases of typhus are frequently occurring. — The tenth an- 
niversary of the New York Society for the Relief ^f Widows and Orphans 
of Medical Men, was celebrated on the 19th Nov., by a dinner at the 
City Assembly Rooms. About 140 were present, or ! Dr. J. C. Bliss pre» 
snled. The aiTiount of S75') w is contributed by Drs. Delafield, Thomas 
Ward, Dctmold, Geschiedl, Bedford, Messrs. A. H. Wnrd and Kelley. 
Aniotint in the treasury, Sll 000. — The location of the Lunatic Hospital 
in ihi:i Slate is not yel decided upon. 



To CoRRXiPoVDKSTS.<-4Sevenl inlefettiiif doeiwMnI* respecting JUn. WiOard'i new tbeoiy 
offcsiNnitkNi were received too laie for fortlwr notice Ihb week. 



DiKO,— Al Baltimore, Dr. R. F. Dilioo, of ZaocavUle, (Mb.— At Brattleboro', Vl, Dr. J. £. 
Fwwdl, as. 



Deaths iv riosioii — for Ihe week ending Snlunlay noon, Dec. 27lh,59. — Males, 3 1— female*, 28. 
Arcidonial, 2 — apoplexy, 1— asthma. I— burn, 1 — bronrhilis, 2— consumption, 17— convuUions, 2 
—croup, ?— diabetes, f— -dropsv, 1— dropsy of the brain, !i— typhus fever, 1 — scarlet fever, 1 — 
beniie, 1— diieesr of \ma\, l--4nfiuitjle, »— ipflammaiioe of tJie famge, 9— disoMo of tbe livor, % 
<-4e«th1of, 1— diwftse of the throat, I— iinknown, I. 

Uinler 5 \v r(r-. -M — !h'1\vo<'ii 5 omf J'* voars, 2— between finfl 10 years, ?3 — hetween 40 
and iiO years, 7-^ver (M) years, p. Americans, 37} foreigners and cbikiren of foreigners, 3S* 
Tbo nbofe iadadai 4 daatlie at Im Citj lafldtiitUNit. 
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Treatment of DiarrkcBfl 5y SulphMirie Add. — By 6. B. Paths, M.D., 
of Loiidon. — During the present season some hundreds of cases of diar- 
rhtp.i hav" fallen under my care, the majority of which have readily yieldet! 
to chalk, KiiKi, tincture of opium, Sec. Still, from time to liiue, more 
ohsliriale ca^ej* presented themselves, iu which these things wemed alto* 
getber useless. A few weeks ago, when the first notice of the sulphuric 
acid plan was inserted in the Lancet, I chanced to be tormented wilht 
very obstinate case, of three weeks' standi ngf. The subject, a child of fifc 
years, was in the last stage of prostration, from the constant drain on the 
system : every means prescribed bad failed to afford anything more thin 
temporary relief, f gave the sulphuric acid, diluted, in fifteen-drop (lo««, 
every hour, ami was no less nratified than Surprised to find, the next day, 
very considerable improvement, the purging reduced in frequency to three 
hours or longer intervals. In short, by continuing the treatnnent another 
day. this apparently moribund child was restored to life, and uitimately to 
health. Encouraged by thio, 1 hare aioco that time fflven the acid iteelr, 
(occasionally combined with tioctnre of opium), and have been eqaalfy 
satisfied with the result. In cases, however, in which we have much 
Straining and pain, and other dyaentM'ic symptoms, I have found the acid 
comparatively valueless. In conclusion, I would observe, that another 
advantai^e, of no little importance in the ireatiu'^nt of children, attends the 
usn of this remedy, — i. e., it can be made gratelul and pleasaot to the 
palate with a little syrup. — London Lancet, 

On ike Eztenud Ute of an Aquetmi Solution of Tartar EmUk^^j 
Dr. 0. Cloc— The aothor, in a paper published in the Gazetta Jfedics 
Totcftnat reports the effects of the above application in various painful and 
inflammatory aflecttons, both acute and chronic, as, for eiampie, in acute 

arthritis, in an inflammatory swelling of the left elhnw, in erysipelas of the 
face supervening durini: convalescence from smallpox, in mf'trf^tnnc cynan- 
che paroiiilea, in a leucorrhaea of long standmg, which was cured by injec- 
tions into the vagina of a solution of tartar emetic, &cc. It must be 
observed that the topical use of the remedy was combined with the ordi* 
nary antiphlogistic treatment, and with general and local blood-letting. 
Nevertheless, its efTects were rapid and evident. The author draws (rm 
his experience the following conclusions : 1. Tartar emetic, dissolved ia 
a large quantity of water, and applied externally as a fomentation, is capa- 
ble of subduing superflcial inflammation, and is preferable to all other loral 
antipiiloi^istics. 2. The solution employed by him consisted of ten grains 
only of tartar emetic in a pound of water, although a greater proporlioQ 
might be employed. 3. The cloths should be well moistened and fre* 
quently changed. 4. As this cannot be done during the night, a small 
pledget wet with plain water is then to be substituted, so as to dissolve any 
particles of the salt which may happen to be left on the surface by evapo- 
ration. 5. The cloths shooid be of linen, and they should be folded 
double. 6. The effects are more rapidly produced if the cuticle be previ* 
ously removed. 7. If the solution He applied to a blistered surface, a dry, 
smooth, shining crust is formed, without producing pain to the paiieat, 
8. No inconvenience was produced by the application, even when coo* 
tinued for hfteen days ur more, nor did it give nae to any gastro -enteric or 
general disturbance, whether emoloyed upon the sound skin or over barb* 
biifis, or whore tb« caticlt had Daen gettoved**— L'Q mr ia Hw JMIidiBs S 
NapoU, No. 8, April 16, 1851. 
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NEW THEORY OF RESHRATION AND CIRCULATION— INTfiRBST- 
ING EXPERIMENT ON AN ALLIGATOR. 

[iVo apology is needed for laying the following correspondence before 
3ur readers. They will titul it possessed of much interest, whatever # 
riew ihey may lake of the theory aitempted to be established. It will 
seen that converts lo ii have risen up in no obscure place aiitl of no 
mean standing — and Mrs. Willard may well be proud of the cliaractei' 
uid talent which have come to her aid in support of her new doctrines. 
It is proper to meDtkm that she would gkdiy nave withheld from pubU- 
»tioo the first part of Dr. Cartwright's Tetter— her apotheosis " ; bat its 
emission would ha?e injured his graphb description, into which it is so 
ngeniously wrought, and it is thmfore inserted. The theory in question > 
—viz., that the motive powers of the blood are in the lungs and not in 
the heart*-is applicable, if true, to many useful purposes connected with 
Mlh the healthy and diseased states of the human system ; and we now 
lave on hand, for publication in th( Journal, some extended remarks on 
ibis point by Dr. Cartwright.— £d.] 

Mnt. Willard. Nntf Orleans^ Dec. \st, 1S51. 

DEAR Madam, — I am about to write you a suange, oritjinal, but 

hope not an unwelcome letter, on a most interesting and important sub- 
ect, which, judging from your writings, seems very iirangely to have 
mlisted the energies of your whole soul. Believe roe, that what I 
lave to say is the literal truth, which I can prove in any court of Justice, 
tthoogh in communicating it I shall be compelled to borrow a little firom 
he language of fiction, to tell of troths yet more strange. 1 tbeiefore beg 
save to mform you, that I was present at what might, in mythological 
inguage, be termed your apotheosis, and that New Orleans n entitled 
D tlie credit of being the first to award- the honor. In ancient times, on 
Qch occasions, a vast pile of faggots and aronnatics was set on fire, and 
n eagle let loose from a high pinnacle to mount into the sky as the 
lessenger of the mandate to deify a mortal. Thus in Rome of old. 
hit in New Orleans, instead of kindling the fire in a ))ile of faggots, it 

as kindled, by means of a blow-pipe, in the lungs of a dead leviathan 
f the Mississippi — or, in plain language, a saurian, crocodile or allt'jator, 
'hich if hron{rkt to h'fe !! Tn it' re'^iiscitation your theory of " the 
otirr J If ) in T!^ of the circulation of the bloo<y^ was established beyond 
11 doubt or dispute. The crocodile, an Kgyutiao divinity, resuscitat- 
ed 
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. ed, instead of ihe eagle of imperial Rome let loose, was made the ines- 
'senger of ibe mandate for your enrolineDt among the immortals. Maoj 
of the persons present upon the occasion are not unknown to km. 
Prof. C. G. Forshey, a learned chemist and distinguished lopographictl 
engineer in the United States' servicoj and whose essays on the bydnh 
graphy of the Mississippi you ha?e probably seen, superintended the 
inflating process* Dr. Bennett Dowler, destined to live in futuriij is 
the discoverer of post-mortem muscular motion under percussioo, lut 
whose pathological investinations, although not half told, have alreid^ 
given him a world-wide celebrity amotij; the learned, performed the dis- 
section of the thorax of the dead NiUacaftra^* literally laying (he 
bosom bare by removing every coverini; that conceftled the hein and 
lungs, thus enabling all to see what physiological phenomena occamd io 
brini^ini^ the dead to life. 

Tlie alligator had been killed by tying the trachea. After it had been, 
to all appearances, perfertly flead for aljout an hour, it was brought op. 
from its cage on the ground, in a back lot, hv some npi^rop^. into the 
third story of a house on Tchoui>itoulas sircrt, iln' most |)uljlic street 
in t!iH city, and placed on the dissec-tin^ tahU*. !>r. Dowler fh^'n dl>>r:!- 
ed il)e thorax, exposing the heart and lungs, and extended ihf dissecnafl 
into the abdomen, so as to brinjf into view the or^^ans of that rt^gton. 
The blood was ail wiped away, and the viscera of the abdomen and 
thorax exposed naked to the eye. Not a motion or sign of life occurwd. 
I took the lu^art in my hand. It was dead and euld. A hole was after- 
wards cut in the trachea, below ihe ligature, and a hlow -pi[)e intJT)dured, 
which Prof. Forshey worked. Long and lustily did the Pixjfessor blow 
—the sweat streamins^ from every pore from the exertion, and no no- 
tion or sign of life a ppeared. The operation was about to be abandoaed, 
when 1 (having full faith in the main conclusion of yoor tbrary, al- 
though I believe that some of the links of the ratiocination leadio* lo 
it are defective) advised the inflation to be persevered in— 4U(id sooo i 
faint quivering of moving blood in the diaphanous veins of the lungs bs* 
gan to be seen. The inflating process was continued with renewed 
ener^i and at length the blood began to run in a stream from the loo|s 
iiito me- quiescent heart. Then the heart began to quiver, and sooo to 
pulsate, and ere long signs of life began elsewhere to occur. The ia- 

, flatioD being continued, the animal began to move. Dr« Powell under- 
took to hold it, and, although a strong muscular man, *' Caiman " be- 
came too strong for him and other assistants to hold. The inflation \m 
stopped, and the saurian was bound with cords. The process was re- 
sumed, and find ru^t been continued long, heroro leviathan was himself 
again, and broke ilie con is as easily as did tlie strong man those of the 
Philistines. Beconung dang( lous to the hv-slauders, and provlnt' 'n? 
title to his old epithets, *' JormulabiUx — inwwim — tcrrificus — iwiftn- 
</iAs " — the iiiliation was suspended, and the Sampson of the Mississippi 
was siioni ol his streui^lh. and fast bound to the tai)le by strong: ro|>es. 
Again the vital air was sent to his lun^fs, ami ai^ain la grandc Dra- 
gonnc,'^ as the French call him, made the most vigorous exerlioii^ tu ^et 
loose — biting and snapping at everything. The viviaection clearly 
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proved, that the pnmum mobile of the circulation and the chief motive 
powei-s of the hlood are ia the luogs, and not in the heart. Dr. Dowler, 
having never read your work on the circtilation, i^hen he saw ilu- blood 
io motion in ilie limits before any niovfnieni occurred in llie heart, sup- 
posed that atniospJieric air endowed the fjlohules of ilie blood with a 
self-loconiotorv power. But why seek for a li\ |K)llictical self-locoiiio- 
loiy power in the ulobules themselves, when the laws of chenvistry de- 
clare to us the development of a most active locomoiory power in llie 
caloric evolved in llie liansiuiisbU)n of venous into arterial blood ? the 
capacity for heat, between the two, beini^ so ditlerent, that the latter 
could contain insensible caloric enough to give it niolion, ahhough its 
sensible temperature were actually less than the former. Thils either 
moves under a sensible temperature below that required to move water. 

The alligator is a good type of those animals called cold-blooded. 
Some learned doctors have enlisted the cold-blooded animals and sent 
them against your theory of the circulation, to batter it down and to 
cover it with ridicule. How surprised will they be to find that these 
very animals s^nt against it to demolish n, have built for it an imperisha- 
ble rampart, against all assaults. 

In regard to the hot-blooded, I have a veiy pretty gold snuff-box. for 
which I am primarily indebted to faith in your theory, and secondarily 
to a lady, the mother of a child supposed to be dead, whose lun^s I con- 
tinued perseveringly to indate uDlil the nouveau ne came to life, and is 
still living and flourishing;. 

But 1 must reserve sotne remarUs I have to make on tbe utihly of 
your doctrines, reduced to practice, for another communication. 

You will be surpris(>d and ph-ased at seeing an intimate Conner lidn 
traced between red, iu<iUliy blooil, and education, physical, moral and 
iiuelleciual, and the great advanlaj^cs pointed out, which your discovery, 
showing how it can be made at will, gives to the physician in t,he pre* 
ventioo and cure of a multiplicity of diseases and infirmities — particu- 
larly some of those common, and most of those peculiar, to your sex — 
as also the hidden power, oi which it is the spring, requiring only to be 
put in motion and properiy regulated ^nd a>>isted by other expedients 
of science, to confer on them, not only health, intellectual and moral 
superiority, but grace and beauty. 

J have the honor to be, with great respect, your ob'i serv't, 

Samuel A. Cartwright, M.D. 



Dr. Carhoright. Troy, T)fc. 11, 1S51. 

DcAR Sir, — Day before yesterday I received the wonderful account 
of the f^reat " saurian " exiieriuient bv voursell and oilier eminent 
pliysiologisls ; and I received it as. some years ago, you lold Mr. and 
Mr^;. Prewetl. then of Natchez, on relurninir to ifieui my work on the 
" Cireulation,' that I had made the announcement oi my ilieory. " She 
lias found it," you said, *' she has found it : it is irue ! — but she has 
lold it like a woman." TIjc statement of your wonderful operations 
on the monster of the Mississippi, learned and scientific — unexceptiona- 
ble — all but a little poetic heaihemy in the introduction, of itself jocu- 
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lar and amnsmg — yet moved me to teats and to prayers. Now God 
be ma(i(ni6ed, 1 said, I shall no longer be looked upon as an impudai 
pretender, shunned and even hated by some of those whose gpod opi- 
nion is most valuable — pitied by others, as subject to a species of roooo* 
mania — and thus, my usefulness in objects pertaining lo the advance 
ment of my own sex, materially hindered. For the great business and 
object of my life has been, and is, their improvement. This physio- 
1o<;ical subject, and history, have been 'the two mam episodes ; and 
both have furnished examples of the general manner in which my mind, 
whether I will or no, nmst operate. 

The various steps of my publishing this ilieory, have resulted fiioin 
the strong impulses of religious duty; Tor it was felt by me to be a 
masculine tficory, and its reputation rather dreaded than coveted, though 
a sense of justice, and perhaps a love of fame, would not allow me (o 
permit another lo claim it. Many efforts were fruitlessly made to net rl 
before the public oilierwise tlian by puhli?hins^ it in my own name. 
My stiiall volume on ** The Motive Powt is which produce the Circu- 
lation of the Blood," was drawn forth by the feeling that tlie loog 
journey I was about to take, in which I visited your mighty river, 
whose exhilarating waters once drank, men grow so fearless, that tbey 
no longer care for death, either as respects themselves or their neigbbon 
— being about to take this journey I felt it to be my duty to pablisb 
this theory ^Aeti, as I might have no bereafler m which to do iL 

Yet, the theory required to be received by the medical faculty befas 
it could be said to be adopted. But where were the brave physieim . 
who would dare— *a woman having first promulgated it— 4o assert in 
truth and its importance ? They ought to have been Ibund arooqg 
those who drink the courage-giving waters of the Mississippi, and wbose 
hearts part&ke of that generous chivalry in die service of grateful wo- 
man, which my adventures would show, is indigenous upon its banb. 
And you, Sir, who pronounced my Eureka," guided alone by your 
clear perception of tnith, you ought to have been in this affair as yoa 
are, " the man of destiny " ; and Leoiatlum^ breaking his bonds, is t (it 
emblem of what you have done. 

All clear revelation must be '■'■ from faith to fnith." In reading your 
letter, some p«M*<^nns present, not prpvioiwly initiated, wore countenanres, 
as I was asioiiislied to perceive, of indignant incredulity ; and. on bniig* 
ing them to explanation, I found that ihey regarded it as an unmitigated 
lioax I ! and ihouglit that Feitilnaud Mendez Pinto was hut a type of 
the author, whoever he mi<;ht be. I however showed ihem so iiianv 
evidences of its genuineness, especially the ability and learning, medical 
and literary, with which it was written, that tliey finally concluded that 
a man who could compose thtis, would not stultify himself by a c«i» 
temptible artifice. Nevertheless, in the announcement lo the medical 
world of one of the most important and remarkable experiments upon 
their records, would it not be well to request Professor Fprshey and Dr. 
Dowler, one or both, to give, in their own language, a statement to (blkyv 
yours ; ao that by two or three witnesses tlie mouth of unbelief it* 
self may be stopped. 
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In the mean time I will coiinnunicate with Dr. Sniiih, the editor of 
the Boston Medical Journal, and alter copying your letter, send him 
the original ; and perhaps as the duty of forwarding for publication your 
mythological exaltatioii of myself, falls to me, I must send my answer 
too; to show that though 1 thank you from my heart, it is not so much 
that you offer me a robe of honor, as that you take a fool's cap from 
my head, and a hea?y weight from my feeble shoulders ; and chiefly, that 
I may now hope and eipect, that the truth, which fi>r nineteen years 
I have, by God's help, nursed in solitude and sickly shade, is from hence- 
forth to emen^e into H i ( air, and vigorous sun-light, and to become a 
blessing to mankind* With profound respect, I am, Sir, 

Your friend and servant, Emma Willabd. 



LUPUS. 

tConimanlMt«d fat Botlon M«dletl and aarfteal Jo«ra«1.| 

FoRTfNATKLY lupus is iiot o( frequent occurrence, for it seems to be 
further from the control of remedies than any other not purely malig- 
nant disease. A recent case under the treatment of Dr. Doggett, of 
Wareham, as consuhinfj suriieoii, a most skilful piaciiLiuner and success- 
ful operator, lias su^gebtud iliese remarks. The destructive ulceration 
Lisually commences near one of the natural orifices, where there is ai* 
abundance of secreting follicles. Not unfrequently a patch of skin in- 
flames at the base of the akt nasi. The tubercular-shaped spot con- 
cbuaa to swell and becomes red. It does not harden like scintiiis, but 
seereles a sankras matter and soon scabs over. Presently there is an 
uieer fomned, with an iiregular inverted mai^n* Its progress is capri- 
eiousy sometimes increasing and then commencing to cksatrize, bm 
ukimately by gradual extension involving the flesh of the nose, cheek 
and lips, and the integuments about the eye. The bones of the face 
become carious and exfoliate. The orbit is sometimes destroyed, and 
the eye falls into the chasm beneath. The alveolar processes are re* 
moved, laying bare the so( kets of the teeth, and the palate is destroyed 
and the nasal fosse laid open. The lining membrane of the antrum 
suppurates, and the patient dies, a loathsome spectacle, worn out by 
pain and irritation. Such is the progress and terroinatkHi of the genuine 
no/i me iangcrc, or herpes eredctts. 

This species of disease is not strictly of the malii^nant order. It is 
confined to the external tissues, it does not attack the lymphatics, does 
not appear in remote organs simultaneously, nor does it return if effect- 
ually removed, which is rarely accomplished. Though it may not im- 
properly be termed cancer of the skin, it has none of the rapidity of 
growth of genuine carcinoina, and but little tendency to visceral conta- 
mination. The cacosis attending cancer is not apparent, and the jreneral 
liealth does not seem to suffer much iioui the primary disease. Tlic first 
plain indication of treatment is to promote the general heullli by proper 
regimen. A nutritious and unstimulating diet is appropriate. All medi- 
catioa b of uncertain utility. Aperieots and alteratives, sarsaparilla (any 
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further tban it aids nutrition), liquor arsenicalis, and the iodide of potM- 
eium, are all usually ineifectual to arrest the disease. The diseased sur- 
face may be destroyed by escharotic of arsenic or zinc, but the uloen- 
tive tendency is not stayed. Stimulants of nitrate of silver or mm 
powerful agents will not permanently alter the disordered -action. Csus> 
tic appliances, such as potassa'fusa and the Vienna paste, are frequenllf 
prescribed. All these njeans are at tlie command of the surgeoQ,as 
well as the internal edtninistration of the chloride of arsenic and nome 
rnus lesser remedies, but the disease proceeds without let or hindnnce^ 
Opium or its prcpnrntions, and other anodynes, to allay pain and anxietr, 
are the only real palliatives. Narcotics are at last, as in all chronic diseases 
when given in oradiially-increasing doses, borne in astonishiiiir quaniit'f^. 
A tolerant hahii is cstahlisficd, and \vh<'n the necc^^sitv for llielr use 
exists no lori^tT. there remains a crnvif)f_' for a stimulant sedative very 
difficult to ovorroiiK*. A clerf^yman ui one of the western connliej 
of this State became so invelerately attached to the hal)it, that Ik; could 
abstain, by no manner of means, from the regular use of opium. His 
ordinary dose was four grains. He attempted to diminish it, but could 
succeed only by mixin?; a p;t (dually-increased quantity of some inert 
substance with the drug, so that the bolus should not be decreased 
in size. 

Tlie inceptive stage of lupus is generally very protracted. The 
crypta or follicles in which the disease commences, and whose (uoctiooi 
are to secrete a fluid for the purpose of keeping the parts moist aad to 
preserve them from irritating hixlies with which they come in contaci, 
are peculiarly susceptible to the influences producing lupus. The pi' 
pula, which at last becomes so dangerous and distressing, perhaps he 
existed since the memory runneth not to the contrary. The apparenttf 
bannless and inert pimple attracts no attention for years, and after tlK 
lurking mischief begins to he dc^veloped and the morbid process conn 
mences, its progress is almost imperceptibly slow ; and when the en>:re 
disease is faiHy established, its stages are extremely lingering, so that the 
patient dies rather from exhaustion than from the malignant diathesis. 
It is curious to remark the influence a case of this kind will produce 
upon the observers. Every pimple is magniGed into a cancer in nmlnHh, 
and all sorts of premonitions are conjured up. The surgeon may assort, 
with a good degree of as-iuranre, tluvimprobabihty of any partieulnr indi- 
vidual being a!f i' UihI hy this atfeclion. E* Sanford. 

December U^th, iB51. 



FIlACTLllE OF THE CRANIUM, WITH DEPRESaiON— TREPUIM.NO- 

RECOVERY. 

BY HAMNETT HILL, BYTOWH. 

On the afienioon of October I3th, about 2 o'clock, Peter Pinard,aged 
8 years, while playing in a stable, received a kick cm the forehead from 
a horse, midway between the edge of the orbit and the frontal protu- 
berance on the right skle. He was rendered senseless by tbemceof 
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the blow, which severely cut the integuments, gnd indented the bone 
of the skull. I was called to him, in consultation with the late Dr. 
A. RpntihifMi, nt 3 o'clock, P.M., about one hour after the accident, and 
found hun with a gapini;, contused wound on the rifjhl side of the fore- 
head, of a hout two inches in length, parallel with the lonij axis of the 
orbit, the centre of which wrniUi corresj)ond witli the pupil of the eye 
on that side. It was evidently the result of the toe caulk of the horse's 
shoe, which had taken such terrible elfect on the os frontis. The in- 
teguments were driven upwards ; and, (jn introducing the finger into the 
wound, at its up[>er mari:in, there could bo distinctly felt the well-de- 
fined edge of a part of the fractured frontal bone, for about an inch in 
length, while below it the bone seemed shattered, and forcibly driven 
raio the substance of the brain to a depth of near hall an inch. Se- 
vere as was the injury, but little effect seemed to be produced in com- 
parison with what one would have expected. At this time the hoy 
was perfectly sensible, his breathing quite regular, not the least sterto- 
lous, pupils sensible to the action of the light, and pulse about 72, with- 
out any peculiarity in it ; he was very intolerant of pain, and writhed 
about very much on any examination being made of the wound. Such 
was the state of the symptoms ; and although the physical evidences 
of bony depression were too obvious, yet, as there was wanting every 
indication of compression of the brain, it naturally became a nuestion 
whether it was justifiable to trephine him, or await the issue of subse- 
quent symptoms. We decided on the latter course, and proceeded to 
dress the wound lightly ; but, ere half an hour had elapsed, the symptoms 
began to put on a more alarming aspect. The pulse became slowi and 
continually intermitting ; an increasmg disposition to somnolency mani- 
fested itself, during which state the eyelids remained open just enough 
to show the pupils, which were now strongly contracted : hu{. on rous- 
ing him, which the slightest pain would do, ihey became widely diluted, 
and so remained when exposed to the light of a candle. Under liiese 
altered circumsiances, the operation of trepliining was promptly decided 
on ; the wound was therefore enlarged uji wards, at right angles to its 
oriLrinal direction; thus making it of aT siiape. The reflection of the 
I'vo ll ips gave ample room for the further steps of the operation, which 
was ai:compIished without much difl^culty, except from a somewhat 
troublesome hemorrhage from the frontal brandies of the temporal artery, 
which obscured the parts from view. On removing the semicircular 
portion of bone under the trephine, I endeavored to raise the depressed 
bone with the handle of a tooth forceps (a good substitnte for the ele- 
vator), but it was so firmly impacted and w^ged as to render it impoe- 
sible to stir it ; so, reversing the forceps with much care, 1 laid bold 
of the depressed bone, and, with a steady, wrigding motion, at htft 
succeeded in removing it from its situation. Another portion presented 
itself nearer to the temporal region, which was also detached with much 
less force, and a third portion, nearer the orbit, was then elevated to its 
normal position. The dura mater was found to be lacerated, and por- 
lions of the cineritious substance of the brain were successively removed 
by the sponge, in clearing the wound of blood and coagula. The three 
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pieces of bone removed, when arranf,M'd, after tlie operation, represenle<i 
an irregular triangle, measurlnj; one incli and tliree quarters in il> maxi- 
mum lenfrth, bv one inch and an ei^lilh, thus leaving a liole lar^ie 
enough to insert ii)ree fingers into the cranium. The suscepuhllny lo 
pain was so unusual in these severe injuries of the head, that ii uas 
deeiiied advisable lo cive him chloroforui. In fact, willuHit it. it would 
have been next to iiii|HJSsible to ket-p hi.n quiet. After ascertaining that 
DO spiculae or sharpened edges of bone were likely to irritate the briiu, 
the edges of the wound were brought together with sutures, and diraed 
with cold-water dressing. By this time the symptoms bad continued io* 
creasing in severity; tbe pulse was barely perceptible; the extiemities 
had become cold, lips blue, and insensibility continued complete kog 
after the use of chloroform was discontinued. Under these ciicum- 
stances the patient seemed to be rapidly sinking, and we plied him 
vigorously with brandy and water, heat to tbe extremities, &c. &c. At 
last re-action became fairly established, and at eight in the evening I 
found him with a pulse at 1^, soft and regular, toogue clean, respiratioD 
natural, countenance good, pupils sensitive, heat restored, and wuliout a 
mngie complaint; the stimulus had long, since been discontinued, sad 
be was ordered a puigative of calomel and jalap. 

It is unnecessary to trespass on your pages \\ iih a daily detail of tk 
symptoms or treatment ; suffice it to observe that, under the attentive 
exhibition of aperients, low diet, and local application of cold lo tbe 
seat of injury, his recovery has been continued, and that, at the expira- 
tion of about a fortnight, the wound was entirely healed, and he seemed 
as well as ever in ail respect^:, '^ave some slight dilatation of the |Hipib. 

British, Amrican Muiical and Fk^tkal iottnuii. 



ON TUB RECIPROCAL AGeMHES OF MINO AND MAITER. 

[ContiMMl from PH« 45S.) 

LfcAViNG, therefore, any luriher discussion of the pa luolouical condition 
of the enceplialon, I will merely allude to the visible and uuivvard 
spect of the chronic lunatic. Here ihu hair is generally dry and stub- 
bed, sonoetimes neglected, long, ragged and matted ; the skin greasy, 
oadaverolis, tallow, with (io many subjects) a papolated variegatioo «• 
flembKng aene ; sometimes it is dry and banh, as though there wen 
little or none of thai secieiioii of insensible perspifation which we fisd 
iD heakh and youth* There is, in short, a general want of tone in ibe 
akin, aa wed at in the whole constitution ; tlie clear tiaospaiiency b ill 
eiehangjDd Ibr % muddy aspect, and the whole appearance of the pa- 
tient becomes so aged and altered, that, if ever beauty reigned, scaiee i 
vestige witt be discoverable. And yet that lell diseaee, that Ihtal scourge 
of Europe, so linked with Beauty as to cany off more than half htf 
offijpring (phthisis), is one of tbe roost fatal diseases consequent on 
sanity. Most luaataes become emaciated ; for, rarenous in most in- 
stances as is their appetite, the process of nutrition liagen, at least in a 
laige m^ority, and tabercular cachexia frequently supervenes, or ibejf 
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become atrophied, without the usually prominent features of phthisis. 
This 'is, however, by no means univenal ; Ibr coq>ulence may be ob- 
served here and there in most asylums, and if it were tnie (which / beg 
Jeave to deny) that Fat paunches ha?e lean pates," we might expect 

anHich larger number of them amonirst the insane — aay» Bedlam would 
be crammed with little else ! Others die of exhaustiooi induced by 
long-continued excitement, want of sleep, and that smouldering 6re of 
adynamic fever which gradually consumes its fragile tenement. The 

latter rotidiiioii is often leagued with a chronic inflammatory state of 
tlic iiuicoiis membrane of tlie stoniacli and bowels — that sub-acute " ^as- 
tro-eni< t ite on whicli some authoi-s seem to imagine insanity to be 
mainly (iepeiident : for, although constipation is a common event in in- 
sanity, yet an opposite condition of a dyseutfric character will fnMjucutly 
be lound to prevail, terminating now and then in collitjualive diarrbcea, 
and death. Without, however, eoncurriiig iii so fancilul a theory as that 
insanity is a quasi-reflex ac Uuu lioni the abdominal viscera, it has been 
shown by the statistics ul upwards of one thousand fatal cases in France, 
that, next to diseases of llie brain and its membranes, more deaths were 
assigned to diseases of the abdominal viscera than to any other cause ; 
and neat to them, to diseases of the heart and lungs. The rate of mor> 
tality is greater in men than in women* All these numerical results, - 
however, are uncertain, and of course vary with difli^rent contingent 
circomstances in different asylums. 

The allusion to these different diseases to which lunatics are liable, 
and to which they mostly succumb, naturally awakens our attention to 
the treatment of them. But the medical treatment of these unfortunate 
beings is principally comprised in the treatment of the several diseases 
with which they may be visited ; for we have no fmtimmiiacd drugs 
—no pharmacopoeia mitc^. Their diseases must be met much in the 
same way as the same diseases are met and treated where reason Is un- 
disturbed ; and the hellebore with which Melampus was said to have 
cured the daiii^biers of Proteus may be classed in efticienry for the cure 
of mnnin whU tfif |)ills that were sold to prevent earthquakes 1 Coureea 
of ditierent medicines, such as inercurv, emetics, imusrants, cathartics, 
narcotics, counter-irritants, tonics, &:r.. have all b' l ii tried, and each of 
ibem in turn may have been occasionally attf^nrltMl by the best effects, 
and by recoveries ; and (to be brief) where f i tam symptoms have shown 
tiiemselves calling for specific rueilicnn'^. ibey have (as might be ex- 
pected) fulfilled the object of their exiubition. Tonics are undoubtedly 
iiuirh required and mucli used (as may be imagined where debility is so 
coimiion), anti perba|>s more than any other cla«:s of medicines. Medi- 
cines of all kinds are equally necessary, accor{ling to circumstances, for 
the insane as well as for the sane. Nevertheless, there is no ptmocea in 
either case ! Many eases of insanity present no corporeal disease, though 
many othera are so involved tn, or based on it, that they are amenable 
to eure, in which cases ** Sublati causa, toUitur ef&ctus.*' Hence a 
ward in a public hinatic asylum may require as much medicine, and as 
macfa variety of treatment, as the patients in a hospital. In fact, they 
require double care ; for the mind is diseased as well as the body, and 
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mast be equally minifttered to, * No <Mie," as Dr. Davey obsenres, **cao 
be expected to succeed in the treatment of mental diseases, who fails to 
regard the brain as the organ of the mind.'* Again : " As reganU the 
strictly meilu al treatment of the insane, those genera! principles of 
science, physioloj^ical and patholoj^ical, must invariably direct the prarii- 
tioner, which lie is in llic hnhit of n-rniinizinfr when en[:njred in liie 
inanagemenl of all other diseases, and of every kind of injury : aiid 
wiihoiTt ijrpnt and unremitting attention to the various subjHcrs of diet, 
vi'iiiilatiou, occupation, amusement, classification. &c., ihe pliysician 
will find all his labor in vain. To these all-imporlHiU Huxiliaries we arc 
indebted more particularly for the successful result of the ^nd ex|)en- 
ment made ai Hanwcll l»y Dr. John Conolly, viz., the entire aholilion of 
all kinds of restraint in tlx* nianaijemenl and cure of the lunatic, ami llie 
adoplian of the humane plan of ireainicnt — a fact this, than which none 
otlier appertaining to medical history is more deserving the gratitude of 
the pliiianiliropist and the esteem of all lovers of science ; and one; 
moreover, not only well calculated, but destined to give to the naroe of 
Conolly a niche in the Temple of F ame, by the side of those of Oiwr- 
lin, Pry, Montague and Clarkson.'* 1 cannot quote this merited compti* 
ment to Dr. Conolly, from the work of his former collea«[ue at Haowdl, 
Dr. Davey, without expressini; niy unfeigned pleasure in knowing thtt 
Lord Ashley (now Earl of Shaftesbury), whose name and exertions in 
the cause of philanthropy Stand out in such transcendantly bold relief 
in the present day, h.\< most successfully set on loot and carried out the 
means of presenting Dr. Conolly with a substantial testimonial of tlw 
iiiuh appreciation in which he is held by his medical brethren and otheis 
for the science he has displayed, as u ell as the humanity which be has 
evinced, in the care and manaijcment of the insane. 

It is remarkable how healthy tlx* in'^nno are. in a vi<?it u lilch I mnd-^ 
last werk to the A^'vlum at Hanwell. in company with Dr. Conolly. 1 
was iHtunlshed to find scarcely an invalid anioufist nearly one thousand 
pafitMii- — certainly not half a dozen recjuirinif medical treatinent for 
ixHhly <liM'a'-i'. J have observed the same innnunily in the asylums m 
Es<ex. Miicll of this exemption of di-i a^c is attrihulahle to t!>e clean- 
lines<. <*iitilation, rei^tdated temjXTalnre, exercise in the open air. ip'^?- 
larity of diet and living, and all lliobe known rules aud regulations wiiitu 
act as prophy lacUcs g<Mierally. 

In jjoing round Bethlehem Hospital with Dr. Monro, only yesterday, 
theie was scarcely a patient who had occasion for his professional advice 
inr any bodily disease. There was what sailors call a " clean bill of 
health " among.st almut four hundred of the detenut^ and the ventiladoD, 
cleanliness and re<riilnrity were striking features of the institution. 

The grand principle of modem and improved treatment is to avoid even 
the appearance of unnecessary restraint, as well as restraint itself; and 
to treat the insane with a confidence which will almost invariably excite 
their secret but pmudest endeavors to preserve and retain. There is a 
secret power which hohls the helm and guides it niore effectually in its 
controlling and moral influence than the rude restraints applied to the 
bones and muscles of the human frame. There is no influence so pow* 
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erful as the sphere of a moral influence. Put the padlock on the mind ! 

The Lock on the Human Understanding ! One of the wildest and most 
violent patients at this time in the Asylum at High Beech is on his pa- 
role: and although he is roost anxious to be set at hberty, and conti- 
nually appeals. for it on every occasion of my visiting that Asylum, and 
coiilf! at any hour walk into Epping Forest and escape in any din ction, 
no inducement can tempt him to open {\w latrh-gate which bounds the 
garden in w hich lie daily walks. *' La liberie nous rend Jideles.^^ The 
reliarire placed on his sense of lienor lin«! awakened a proper pride wiliiin 
him, atul strongly iilublrales the good efit cl of iiioial treatment, " There 
is a stage," says Dr. Gooch, " approacliing com alcseence, in wiiich the 
bodily disease is loosening its liold over ilie ineiiial lacullies, and in which 
the latter are capable , ol being drawn out of the former, by judicious 
appeals to the mind." It is when the icy fetteis in which reason has 
been enchained begin to thaw beneath the genial ray of moral influence, 
that the prospect and the hope of recovery beam forth. Kindness of 
manner, appeals to their sense and sensibility, cheering promises of cure 
and liberation, and dealing with their reason as though she had not 
been shaken from her seat, soon give the medical superintendent a 
valuable ascendancy over patients, and materially tend to disperse the 
thick cloud of delusion in which their intellect had hitherto been enve- 
loped. It obtains their confidence and conciliates their esteem. They 
look upon their manager as a minister of '* bahn lo their hurt minds,'* 
instead of a tynuit and a des|)ot. Tiiis feeling was exten^^ively demon- 
strated during my visit to the different wards with Dr. Conolly last Satur- 
day. Their subservience and atiection seemed equal ; but 

"If c'rr il (liaiicM. as <onirrimcs rhanoe it miMt, 
Tliai ouu ainoug so mauy nverksap'd 
Tbe iimite of eoiitral» Us gentle ej« 
Giwir tfMn/*—' 

and they were instantly subdued. They are brought to consider them- 
selves as visiters instead of prisoners, and to feel that when their minds, 
which had been in an unsettled state, shall have recovered their serenity, 
they will return to their business and tlieir friends. In the interim, their 
atteDtion is engaged, and their time pleasantly and advantageously 
passed in occupations connected with trade, or in diversified innocent 
annuseinents, both in doors and out, according to their fancy and 
inclination. It is a siirnnl error to sujupose that the insane are to be 
treated a<^ if they were wholly irrational, for they are not so : very 
many of them are accessible' to reason — at all events, and in all cases, 
they should he treated ns if they were; and (if eapahh^ of ix'ing rea- 
soned wiili) a well-rlirectcd reply will sometimes remove a lalse impres- 
sion from a patient's mind. A lunatic, niider the care of the late Dr. 
Allen, imagined himself to he Jesus Christ, and in pruofor it showed him 
a scar he had in his side, which, be said, had been occasioned by his hav- 
ing been pierced with a spear. Dr. Allen, remonstrating with him, re- 
marked that our Saviour was wounded on the opposite side. Ashamed 
apparently at the fallacy of his own reasoning, he hid himself under the 
bed-clothes, and never again reverted to the impression.*^But^ to return 
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to the subject of reposing confidence in paiiefiis. Nolhirij; but absolute 
necessity should justify absukae restraint. It only exa peiaus ilie fu- 
TiouSy and renders the suicide more determined to effect his purjxj^e. 
The feulcs of lunatics, like those of children, should be viewed with 
pity, for they are the ebullition of feeling witliout understanding. We 
niust visit tnem ligfiily, blending firmness with kindness, and tempering 
our reproof with moderation and prudence ; like the 

"Father!— whose auihority in show. 

When tiKivt severe, ami muslcring all its foree, 

Wiu but the pvfttr oouutonsure of love ! 

Wb<Me fiivorriike the daiids of spriti^, might lower. 

Ami utter now aii<l tlien an awful voice, 

Yet had a bicssiug io ita dark^ frown, 

ThnMU»iof at onee aad nowiihiiii^ the plant! ** 

As soon as their convalescence renders them capable of estiuiaiiui; kind- 
ness, they will much more readily submit, and, even in the height ol 
their most furious paroxysms, it is astonishing how much may often be 
done by liberality and gentleness. This may be extended or curtiikd, 
according lo their conduct ; making them senmble of greater indulgeme 
in pro|jortion to their exercise of fe|/-eaii^^-Hi virtue and a duty wbidi 
should be inculcated and impressed on them in every possible way. I 
will give one instance, and only one, to show the advantage of libeialitf 
combined witli the precept of teaching this important duty. 

Some years ago, a man, about 34 years of age, of almost Herculein 
size and figure, and very violent, was brought to the York Retreat. He 
had been often afflicted ; and so constantly, during the pres' nt nttaeki 
had he been kept chained, and so fearful were those wliohad thecbaige 
of him of his violence and his strength, tliat his clothes were contrifed 
to be taken off and put on by means of strings, without removing his 
manacles. They were, however, taken off when he entered the Re- 
treat, and he was usiiered iruo the apartment w1i<m»^ the superintendents 
were sittin<^ at '^ii|)|)er. He was calm; his attention appeared to be 
arrested by hi^ n nv posiiion. He was desired lo join in the repast, 
during which lu; Ij h iv(h1 with tolerable propriety. After it was coiv 
cluded, the sii])i i im iident conducted him to his apartment, aad tolil 
him ihe circuiiisiances on wtjicli his treatment would depend — that it 
was his anxious wish to make every intqate as comlorial^le as possible, 
and that he sincerely hoped the patient's conduct would n ndnr it unne- 
cessary to subject him to coercion. Tbe maniac was sensible of the 
kindness of his treatment. He promised to restrain himself, and be ao 
completely succeeded, that, during his stay, no coercive means were em 
employed towards him. He was frequently very vodferous, and tbrett- 
ened his attendants, who, m their defence, were very desirous of re- 
straining him by the jacket. The euperintendent on these oocasioos 
vent to bn apartment, and though the first sight of him seemed ratbef 
to increase the irritatkm, yet, after sitting some time quietly beside bim, 
the vblent excitement subsided, and he would listen with attentioo lo 
the peiwasions and aivuments of his friendly vbiter. After such oon> 
ipersatkms the patient was generally better for some days or a week, wad 
m about four months he was discharged perfectly recovered. 
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Can it be doubled that, in this rase, tin* disease had been (rroatly 
exasperated hy the mode ol inaiia^^eineiu ? or thai the snhseqnoiu kind 
of treaimeiji (:rpat!y tended to protiiott} bis recovery ? Surely the case 
requires no comment. 

[To be eontinoed.] 



CASE OF roisoNir^G wn h stryciima. 

Br ALEXANDER SMITH, M.D., BDIN.| FORFAR. 

T H— , B gamekeeper in the neighborhood, wlio had been miss- 
ing ffom the 7th of May last, was Ibund dead in a plantation on the 1 lib. 
A pbial« labelled strychnia, poison," and containing a small quantity 
of a whitish powder, was found lyint; by his side : which J took posses* 
sion of. On my arrival at the spot, the body, which had not been moved, * 
was lying on the face, with the hands firmly clenched, the feet very 
much extended, and the head considerably bent backwards* Every 
joint of the body was excessively rigid, and some of the muscles exhibit- 
ed the same appearance as when in |)owerful action during life* Tbera 
were no marks of violence, except a (ew superficial scratches on the 
eye-4Hws and tip of the nose, probably produced by the sterna of tha 
vough strong heather, among wtiieb the face rested* The countenance 
was very livid, and aouewhal awotlen* Except some ahrmking of tha 
eye-balls, and the usual opaque appearance of the comes, observable 
soon after death, there was little indication of putrefaction. 

The body liavlni! hefn riMiioved to a convenient ])lace for further exa- 
mitiation, the liead was opened, and the l)loodve<^se!s on the surface of 
the hrain found very hiiihiy conL'csted. On cutting into the brain, the 
texture of vvhicli was healthy, numerous bloody points presented them- 
selves. The choroid plexus was very turi^id. On cutting the scalp, 
dark-colored fluid blood flowed freely from it. The blood manifested 
the same appearance throughout (he hody. The Iun;^s were healthy m 
structure, but much gorged willi blood, and the heart, which was also 
n.iuual. Iiad both ventricles very much distended. The stomach, which 
externally exhibited no trace of disease, and a portion of the duodeiiuu), 
with their contents, were removed for more minute examination. All 
the other viscera of the abdomen were in a healthy condition. The 
spine was noi examined* On opening the stomach a patch of the villous 
coat, near the cardiac extremity, presented considerable congestkin, and 
a small quantity of a whitish powder adhered to the membrane at this 
part, and also at some others where no congestk>n was manifest. It 
contained no food, and onl^ a few ounces of fluid, whk;h exhaled a 
strong spirituous odor. A mmute quantity of the contents was then mix- 
ed with very dilute sulphuric acid, and boile<l in a glass vessel for about 
half an hour. A portion of the supernatant liquor, when cold, being 
treated with nitric acid, was changed to a light orange color, and an- 
other portion, u[K)n adding solution of tannin, deposited a pretty copious 
grayish-white sediment. A small quantity of the powder ibund in the 
pbial was treated in the same manner, and similar results produced* 
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iVetff Method for the Cure of Fiitulcu 



Tfin (iriertion ol >slr\ ' Sitii;!, far as mv iiiforumUon h at jiresenl 

siiiiniifif|«»(l wftli un^al itiiii. and unceilainty. On tin- acroimt. and 
also liuu» ihr faf't of v* i \ Irw i-mi's bein" on rtcord v^ht-rf a ihtnough 
and s( icnlific e\ainin;>li()u }k!> liren made bv mhmi of aniltoritv on ibe 
subjittl, 1 trunsinilU'd iIr' sloinacfi and remainder uf its conlents lo Prof. 
Chrisit^on, who kindly undertook to msp<5ct litem, and has since fiimisM 
the following account of his examinatton : — 

"The contents, and washings obtained with water acidulated with 
sulphuric acid, were 6Uered, treated with milk of lime, concentrated id 
a (fiin syrup, and filtered again. The insoluble lime-salts and excess of 
lirne would contain strychnia, if (here was any. The mixture, dfied at 
2132^, was treated with boiling rectified spirit, and the sotutioo was eia- 
ponited to drync*»<. The extract bad t'l. intense persiM en t bitteriasie 
of strychnia, and was turned bright yellow by nitric acid. .Another test 
mentioned in my Di-|nnsatory did not act characteristically, the colors 
beinii altered by or^:uiic matter. Tlifn* 1=;. in fh( t. a want of poshir? 
tf*«;f> ff)r '•frvrfnT-n. wli»'n nnxed willi oiL;anic mallt r>. Jinh*s« the propor- 
tion \\« ! >' tx)ii^aii ral)ly t;reater than in Uiid case, so as to admit of sooie 
Conii>l'Mlv o( rliemical hatirllini,'. 

** 1 (iuiik ilien? is sau-l icinrv r\idr*ni'*' l>i a case of smcidv* or acciUi.'nL 
It may he doidnerl wln'tiu i liii^ chcijiic al evidence, buvv t ver, would be 
enough in a cliari^e of munler — in which there teas no proof of the no- 
twrt of the symptomJ'^ — Edinburgh Monthly Journal of Med. Scieiict. 



OH A StW AND j^lMPLC METHOD FOR THE CUitE OF FISTULA. 

aV i. SVAMS, MQ., IIJI.C.S., KTC. 

TiiK fittjiuiu iK cuirt iice of 6stula, and ihe ofiea unfortunate and or- 
salisfactory results of an operation intended for its cure, induce nie lo 
make known to the proTesftion, ihroii*,di the medium of The Lancet, a 
simple plan of treatment, which has proved emioently successfiil in two 
cases under my care. 

In October, IdoO, W. E , box-maker, aged 42, applied to me 

with an abscess in the neighborhood of the rectum, pointing extevniUj, 
which was opened, and gave exit to a large <|^aQtJty of pus, Tbb gra- 
dually dr;^t>nenite<i into a deep 6stulous tract along toe rectufD, and 
communicating with ii it its extremity. For two months the usoal 
remedies were adopted without success, and I then expressed my opinion 
that an opetatton must be resorted to. In this I was fully borne out by 
the opinion of an eminent hospital suri^t'on whom 1 called in. Ths< the 
palierit obstinately refused to subtnit to. and such refusal led to my ack>pt- 
ing l()e jiiode of trtsitinenl I am aiioul lo detail. 

A bliiiit-poiiiifd silver probe, five iiuMie^ in ieii.'th (the <lnus }t<#»lf be- 
in^ luur iu( lit < in depth), was inserted into llie wound, havin^: pfe\i(n.jsly 
been dipped in dilute nitric acid (one part of acid lo one pan of vvairr), 
. and suSered to remain there a minute. That this had a .>irung caute- 
rizing eflfect, I knew Irom the pain it occasioned. Thus lar the result 
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was desirable : but in consequence of the destruction of the silver probes 
by the acid, and the impossibility of u^tng them more than three or four 
times, I had some copper ones made, and used them in the same man- 
ner, only thus substituting a nitrate of copper for a nitrate of silver, and 
I think with a better effect. Under this treatment I was pleased to see 
the depth of the sinus dail\' decrease by the nradunl fillinn of it up with 
healthy gitinulatioris frotn tlir f-'ottoin. Tfiis was continued nearly rvrry 
day for two months, February '^"id, i851,lH'inn ilie last orraslon on 
which 1 thought it necessary to apply liie nitrate of copper. The 
patient is at the present time perfectly sound. 

In March, 1851, W. H , ajjed thirty, applied to me witfi strumous 

disease of the testicle. Iodine aiui iron were given, which arrested the 
progress of the disease, and produced a corresponding improvement in 
his health. Tbe outward form of the testicle was retained, but with an 
open sinus of an inch and a half in length in an oblique direction from 
the apex, and discharging a thin, white, glairy fluid, peculiar to fistule* 
The same treatment was pursued as in tlie former case, the sinus becom- 
Ing entirely filled up, and the patient discharged at the commencement 
of the present month (September), without any external marks of pre* 
▼ious disease, beyond a slight irregularity on the surface and a small 
cicatriXi 

Thus by an easy method may the most strumous Bstulae he traced to 
their extremities, and a strong^ caustic power applied to the bottom of the 
wound, from whence it is so desirable granulations should arise. 

A limited sphere of private practice enables me only to give these two 
cases; but I have no hesuatiou in saying, that if this system he approved 
of and practiserl hy surixeons generally, they would have as much reason 
to be sati^fieil wiih it as myself and patients, and the use of the knife 
would becouK^ almost obsolete. When a silver and copper wire are 
introduced together, after having been dipped in the acid, llie caustic 
eHect is intense (likened by the patient to a red hot wire), and if 
allowed to remain too long, would destroy the tissues with which they 
were in contact. This, 1 apprehend, is the effect of the galvanic action 
set up by the contact of the copper and silver wire with the acid acting 
upon them. — London Lancet, 



THE BOSTOiN MEDICAL AND SUKGICAL JOUKNAL. 
BOSTON, JANUARir 7, 1851. 



Diutttti of tkn Lungs. — Unusual attention is now bein^' p:iid by the 
profession to diseases of the lungs and chest. It is lime ihai some pro- 
gress should be made in that direction. While the mortality from these 

di3e^?^e^« if! annnally increaslnjr to a melnntdiolv extent, thp system nf trcnt- 
iTierit has not lu'cn cs'=;entTally modified tor the ln«t fortv yar*. Soniciliing' 
mii>l t>e dniie. The p'^nplt' lodk to phvsicinris implorinc^ly, hs> thp iiiultitndes 
of youiii annually drop into the grave, ami detnaiid some marked t'librt 
beyond what has yet been attempted. Irregular practitioners are in the 
ascendant, throagbout the inlerior of tbe country, in the treatment of pal* 
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nonary compkints, mainly becaute they have die reputation of having 
discovered new or at leaet appropriate medicinei while we are reproached 

with giving natiscniinnr doses, applying: tnrtar emetic ointment, &c-, and 
then le.ivincf the patient a prey to every mountebank within call. Public 
sentiment justly demands every exertion nt otir hands; and it would 
tend to the restoration of confidence where it lias lieen unfortunntelv weak- 
ened, were premiums olTered by medical associations for the best treaiises 
on the management of diseases of the lungs in the United Statee. This 
might be one of a series of means to rescue this branch of professional 
business from the grasp of pretenders in medicine, by convincing society 
that while we sympathize in the sufferings and sorrows caused by pulmo* 
nary ronstimptlon, we nr^ also laboriously studying for new raoources in 
nature and act to counteract its frightful mortality. 



Policy of Mttdical Soektm,^\x is a subject of surprise to medical men, 
why so strong a prejudice exists among the people against incorporated 
medical associations, which contemplate nothing more than the usefnlnen 
and respectability of the profession. The impression is* extensively enter- 
tained that they are combinations to keep up prices, to put down individa- 
als who presume to derinte from the rnlf>s which ^wcYi assoriRtionf pre- 
scribe, to monopolizG the sick, and thus interfere with tbe rights of free 
citizens, who, it is said, and said truly, have an inalienable right to take 
medicine when and of whom they please. On the other hand, the theory 
of the law, where there is any yet remaining in foree, for the prateetioo 
and regulation of the practice of physic and surgery* it, that all pcssons 
are not competent judges of what kind of medical service is best for them* 
ielves, when prostrated by disease, and the State therefore refases to allow 
incompetent men — those who have had no acquaintance with the structure 
of the body, and who have not been tautjht the known physiological laws 
of life at tbe universities where they are presumed to be understood — to 
prescribe for the sick. The constitution of modern society and the hiirnnn 
constitution differ very materially; and those who assist in the formation 
of the first, are quite determined to regulate the last, and long ago suc- 
ceeded in breaking down nearly all legislative provisions in regard to 
medical practice. The people now cry out against the incorporated sode* 
ties, and it is perfectly plain that litUe sympathy or favor is felt ibroor 
orcfanization,' beyond the circle of its members. The late expulsion of a 
member of the Massachiivpffs Medical Society is„ reviving an old opinion 
that we dragoon our own associates, and if they are mn sufhcieniiy supjile, 
exert all our corporate power to expel and destroy then). Now we know 
that no such motive influences tbe Massachusetts Medical Society ; yet 
no declaration would change the public sentiment where tbe prejudice is 
strongly manifested against corporations of this kind. It is very much to 
be regretted, under this aspect of circumttances, that extreme measures 
have ever been taken. It would be better, in our opinion, to request an 
offending fellow to withdraw, than to promulgate his di^crare bv the 
Society, which is pretty certain to result in its injnrv, without being of any 
advantage to those most prominent in maintaining the diq^iiity of the cor- 
poration. The Massachusetts Medical Society will soon be conspicuously 
engaged, aocording to the public papers, in sustaining one of its memben^ 
who is prosecuted for a libel upon a recently expelled member. If it wenr 
possible to settle the difficulty by reference, how much better than to briog 
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onrseKes into a condition to increase the diftlike already^ existing towaxda 
t Teoemble institution* 



WmttaUd Surgery. — Messrs. Ticknor k. Co. will soon publish n rich 
volume on Surgery, with 296 pages of beautifully drawn plates, and 300 
pnges of text, by Kichard Piper, M.D. All the illustra' ion^ wero oxecuted 
by the pf^rsevcring atid ingenious auihor, who has shown himself to be an 
accoinpiished ariisi a.*? well as writer. We shall soon give a specimen of 
some of the plates, in a number of the Journal. 



Mortality of different States. — The census of 1850 shows the folkw incf 
proportion of deaths to the whole population of the following States : — 
Vermont, 1 in 100; lowu, 1 in 94; Georgia, 1 in 91; Michigan, 1 in 87; 
Tennessee, 1 in 86; North Carolina and Alabama, 1 in 65; South Caro- 
lina, 1 in 83 ; Maine, 1 in 77 ; New Jersey, 1 in 75 ; Virginia, 1 in 76 ; 
Illinois and Delaware, 1 in 73; Arkansas, 1 in 70; Texas, 1 in 69; 
Rhode Island, 1 in 66; Kentucky and Connecticut, 1 in 64; Marylandi 
1 in 60 ; Massachusetts, 1 in 51. 



The Adrnntnges and Duties of Medicnl Men. — At the anniinl distribu- 
tion of pnz >, lately, at St. George's Hospital. London, the Lord Chief 
Baron, who presided at the meeting, made some interesiuig remarks, from 
which the following extract is taken. 

"The opportunities of studying in hospitals were of comparatively 
modern date — so much so, that some of those wbo had much extended the 
system were still living. It was now certainlv a matter of satbfaction, 
that the study of anatomy could be pursued under the sanction of the law, 
and with the facilities given in establishments like that hospital for the 
study of disease. Sir Benjamin Brodie had pointed out to them the im- 
poitancc of the study of disease by the bed^suie of the patient; and had 
told them, that notwithstanding his Icngtheneil study and experience, he 
still derived assistance and information from his notes taken, while a young 
man, at that hospital ; and they could not do better than follow the exam- 
ple ofeo distinguished a member of the profession. If ever the great law 
which governed human life was to be discovered, it could only be through 
the accumulated observations of those who devoted themselves to the 
medical profession. He knew^ of no profession — without disparnc^cmeni to 
his own or any other — more valuable or more interesting than that of the 
surgeon and medical man. They had the whole J'tudy of nature before 
them, while the profession to which he belonged, after leaving science and 
literature at Cambridge or Oxford, were confined to the dull study of pre- 
cedents and acts of parliament, many of them contradictory, and hardly to 
be rendered consistent with one another. The gentleman who first 
addressed them had alluded to the advantages of industry, which could 
not be too highly appreciated. Demosihene.«| upon being asked what were 
the rcq'Tirpmcnts of an orator, replied — firstly, action ; secondly, action ; 
and thirdly, action ; not meaninc: thereby, however, the nier(> swiniring 
about of the nrms. Now, if he were asked what would insure success in 
life, he wouUi say — firstly, industry; secondly, industry; and thirdly, 
industry. He believed that it was the Count de Buiibn who said that 
genius was nothing. He would not go to that extent ; but though the 
public admired and revered genius, it did not reward it, the real rewards 
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in this life bein^ obtained odIv by labor— continuous labor. The greslot 
reward in ibis life waa to be round, not in wealth, not in power, bm in the 
conscioijsnp*!s ihnt a mnn possessed of having faithfully fu rfoimed his 
duty — and lie know no sphere in life in which that consciou>nt'>s was so 
fullv enjoyed as in the medical profession. He had known lawyers dis* 
satisfied with their lot, but lie had never known a medical man who was. 
Indeed, he could imagine no man who was so favorably situated through- 
out life as he who devoted himself to the medical profession." 

Qimck Medicine Advcrlisemcnfs. — The in^entiity of our na'ire quack 
medicine merchants is uni(|ae. Even in Enirland, where every etiurt 
made to impress the gullible public with the iranscendant properiie? of 
paiei»ted and secret compounds, ilic dealers fall far below the knowing 
ones in the United States, in their schemes to gain the attention of roe^i* 
cine takers. One of the latest and most determined enterprises in the wa? 
of drugging the public, is found in the advertisement recommending a new 
something, that is caited Radway's Relief. Much as we despise tbe 
trickery, the wholesale spirit of bombast, braggadocia, misrepresentation 
and encffry of purpose, di^playid in its concoction, struck us as being 
really a stiikinsr feature in the busiiie.-^s, and calculated to make one laugh 
at its bold exiiibilion. It commences thus : — 

Rheumatism. — Twenty thousand cases cured in New York ; 10,000 
cases cured in Illinois; 30,000 cases cured in Michigan. So quick is 
Radivay's Ready Relief in curing rheumatism, that nine patients out of 
every ten are relieved from all pain in a few minutes after the first appli- 
cation. We have known as many as 20 persons in a day that called ai 
our office in their carriages and had to be helped up stairs, to have the 
Relief applied hv us, and in fifteen minutes have walked away, rejoicing 
that Radway's Ready Relief enabled them to walk home — vvithoul the aid 
of their cruiches, walking slicks, or any oilier assistance." 

In short, it is uublushingly represented to be the sovereign remedy for 
all human maladies, in language so positive and strong, as to sedate a 
great multitude of thoughtless ones to part with their money for a wonb- 
less preparation. 

Ejndemict of Nf'w E/i^f'ind and New York — American Medical Asn^ 
ciation. — To the Medical Profession of New En|>^Iand and New York.— 

The uiidersjofned, a Committee of the A«nerican AL^dical A^^'^ocia'ion on 
the E|)idemicsof Nevv Enijland and New York, vvonid iriviic the aiu niion 
of the profession within the limits above named to the subject of ihrir 
investigations. 

It is obvious that the value of the report which will be made must 
depend upon the accuracy and the extent of the information which the 

CtHiirniitee may be able to gather. And for this infornjation we must 
look to observers in dilFerent portions of the field assigned to us. If the 
physicians in ea<"h district r>f thi'* field will see that some nne of their 
number shall report to us whai may be caller! the tr*"tieral lacis in regard 
to the prevalence ol ej)ideuiics, and lh( n it individuals will give us the 
results of their personal experience in practice, a fund of valuable informa* 
tion will be placed, in our hands. The points of inquiry, to which atleoiios 
should be directed are so obvious that the Committee need not to parties- 
larize them. The investigation is intended to cover only the year euding 
December 31st, 1851. 
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In oriler that ilie Coiimiiitee may have time to collate and digest the 
. material which they may receive, they reque:jt that all commanications be 
made to them previous to the first of March next. 

W. Hooker, Nonvich, Conn. 
H. D. B(TLKLv, New York, 
H. G. Clark, Boston, 



Mrdtral Afft iirfancv on Clenpjmen. — The followinjj notice of a lep^al 
c;ise, which we copy from ihe Christian Observer of this city, show^ that 
allliouirh the verdict of ihu jury would at first seem lo sd.^iaiu ll)e claiiu of 
clergymen lo the gratuitous servijces of physicians, yet the clairn rests 
among us on no very permanent basis, and it is probable the pecaliar cir* 
cumstances of the case mainly inflaenced the decision. 

A cafe of interest to cleri^ymen and physicians, was tried before the 
Court of Common Pleas, at Cambridfre, on Tuesday, J n.li^n^ Mellcn presid- 
iu'j;. The widow of n phy^^ician !«ued an Episcopal cU'iiryman, formerly 
sealed in a town in Middlesex county, for the proleasioiial services 
of her husband to the amouni of about $80. For the defence, it was 
alleged that the physician had at various times declared that his services 
were gratuitous, and testimony was introduced to that effect. The hooka 
of the .physician were put in, from which it was shown that charges of the 
visits were made ; but in several cn.^es the sum was not carriod otjt, as 
was thr^ rase with other charges. The jury brought in a verdict for the 
defenUani." 



MnrtfiHtyof Boston in 1851. — The records of the City Reofistrar show that 
during the last year the number of deaths in Boston was 3855 — about 200 
more than the previous year. The deaths during the last five years stand 
as follows :^In 1847, 98S3; 184S, 3664; 1849 (the cholera year), 5079; 
1850, 3667 ; 1S51.3855. £:*timating the population of the city at 144,000, 
the deaths during the last year were 1 in 37, or 2.77 per cent. 



Mfdir.al Mlscelhiny. — The snhscription in Boston and vi'-inity lo the 
land for creclin'j: a nionuiiient lo the memory of Dr. Jenner, the discoverer 
of vaccination, amounts to S jOO. — A new dental college is proposed at 
Nashville, Tennessice. — The New York Dental Recorder don't think much 
of Dr. Allen's enamelled plates and artificial gums. It says that the 
remains of a set of teeth for the upper jaw, worn by the late Aaron Burr* 
made in France, were of precisely the same kind, and therefore there is 
nothing new under the sun in that line* 



Cbaries CP. Clark, M,D.,oriiuUaiid, Vu, to Mist ftl. B. Hodges.— Dr. D. N. 
Mabon, of Cailbk, Penit, to Mitt J. M. MontfonMry. 

DiKD, — Al Derby, Conn., Dr. Warron P rieath, 32.— At Rocliosler, N. V., Dr. MaUbew 
Brown, 8.3. ^ 

Uemih* in 8ottoH--fot (he week ending Saturday noon, Jan. 3d, 87. — Males, 44— fRniMleN, 43. 
Vtvsccss, I— accidental, 3 — asthma, 1 — :ij>o[>texy, "2— -inflammaiion of bowels, 1 — inflammation of 
Drain, I — bronchitis, 1— <*on<iumption, 14 — coiivul>ion!i, 5— cancer, I— troup, 4— dysentery, 1— 
diarrhcea, I— dropsy, S — <lroi)sy of the brain, 1— erysipelas, 1— exhaiution, I— typhus fever, 2— 
typiioiki fevefi 6--«rarlet fever, 1— homicide, l—diteaaa of heart. 1— hemorrhage, I — infantile, 11 
-.fofltianza, l-nnftiaimaiion or the Kings, 1 i<^iianimof, 1— ^ira ag*, 3 — puerperal, 1 — smallpox, 
%--diseaae of spine, 1— -teething, 1— unknown, 2. 

Uniler 5 year.4, 39— betweeuj5 and ii) yeant, 4— 4)etwecu 20 and 40 years, 2S — between 40 
md 60 years, IS— over 60 years, 10. Americans, 39 } fereignen and emMfen of foff»igiMm» 48. 
nw*kbovo iocludM 7 «ImiJh at Iho Cfitjr loatitnlioiis. 
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The Leading Language and the number of LeiUrs in them. — A para- 

Cfraph accompanies a report of ilie Boston Primary School Committee, 
riMCiitly ])nbli«hcd, by F. W, Sawyer, Esq., which is worth preserving. 
T)n' jjiiyjiiologisi niay have occasion to turn to it hcrcafier, and hence no 
apoloijy is dup for the insertion of it, though not i^irictly medical. 

" That addiii^^ .ctters to a language is not improving ii, is timde certain 
by comparing the principal languages in that respect. The great laa* 
guan^es of the world^those thai have had the greatest iafluence on its 
destinies, are the Hebrew, Latin, Greek, German, French, and linglvsK. 
Of those the Hebrew ainl Tiatin have ooly 22 letters in their a! phab**!; 
Frnnrh, 23; rJrefk, j>4 ; and the German and English, 26. Now mark- 
the principal language*' that have more than 26 letters in their alphabets, 
and see how, as iht^y severally e.xceed that number, they dwindle in im- 
portance. The Spanish alphabet has 27 letters ; Arabic, 28; Coptic, 
Persian, 32; Turkish, 33; Armenian, 38; Russian, 41; Sclavonic, 42; 
Sanscrit, QO ; Japanese, 50; Cherokee, 82; Tartarian, S02. Any one of 
the first named languages, employing twenty-six letters and less, has given 
to the world greater treasures m the way of history, poetry, eloquence, 
science, art, and general literature, than all the last named lan^uaee?, 
emplnyin;j more than twenty-six letters, h-.wp done put toirethcr. Indeed 
those tir^t named are the languages of the earth. Experience would ^^eem 
to have levied the question and decided that less than twenty-six letters is 
the model alphabet; for, what Hebrew and Greek were to the ancients, 
and Latin was to the middle ages, French has long been in modem tioMs; 
and those four languages employ the least number of letters of any of the 
great langaages." 

Deafk of Priessnilz, the Hydropathic, — ^This somewhat distinp'ujj'^it^ 
individual has recently died at his home in Grafenburg. Neither his 
faith nor his works could ward off the attack of disease. A letter, pub- 
lished in the papers, says of him — 

*' For the last year Priessnitz had felt himself gradually sinking, sod 
this winter, for the first time during a long period of practical life, be foaod 
himself obliged to limit his visiu tb the immediate Ticinity of his residenee 
at Grafenberg. Within a month before his demise, he showed symptoms 
of general dropsical complaint. He treated himself with the utmost cles^ 
ness of mind, but entertained little hope of his eventual rccorery. He 
said he should not live to see the Spring return. Up to ahno'-! the very 
last day of his life he continued to gwa his advice to tho.<e wlio sought 
him. Poor Priessnitz, his head was perfectly clear to the last, but he 
looked like a shadow, and without a smile any longer on his face.^ The 
dav before his death, after taking the * cure' (as* the curative process is here 
called), he was seen sawing wood for exercise, in a warm room, and very 
warmly clad. Thus it is evident the extraordinary will and moral coo» 
rage, upheld by faith in the hydropathic cure, which he bad shown with 
regard to others all his life, was strong in him to the last. On the day of 
hi?* death, the i>Sih of November, his symptoms becan)e aggravated; he 
grew weaker and weaker, and about five in the afternoon, he laid himself 
on his bed, without any absistanro. and in one minute afterwards be 
breathed his last. He was only 62. In early life he received serioos 
injury in the chest, from an accident; and he used to say himself that bis 
constitution was bad : that nothing but his own mode of life and his owa 
< cure ' would have sustained him." 
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SOMF, KKMARKS ON TIIR llECEiNT DISCOVKItV, THAT THE CHIBP 
MOTIVE FOVVFR OF TUK RhOOD IS IN THE LU.\(i?< AND iNOT IN 
THE HEART, AND 116 AFPUCATION TO USEFUL PURPOSES. 

BT lAMOXL A. CAftT^BIOUT, |I.D.y 09 mw OKOUISy LATB Or VATCOW. 
|OanmulMt«d flv th« Bottoa Medmi mnd Bafgteal Joarnal.) 

I HAVE elsewhere detailed the experiments proving, by ocular demon- 
stration, m the vivisection of alligators, made in this city, that the 
chief motive power oi ihe bloori is in the iunf;s, and nut in llic iRart, 
Animation was restored by ariiticial respiration, after the animal experi- 
mented on had been perfectly dead to all appearances for about an 
bour. Organic as well as animal life had been destioyed by tying 
the trachea* It is a remarkable fact that tying the trachea is the 
only means by which that animal can be expeditiously killed. They 
wilt live for days after d^apitation, or immersed in water, but speedily 
die when the trachea is tied. After life had been, to all appear* 
ancesy completely extinguished, the heart, lungs sod abdominal vis- 
cera were exposed to view by a careful dissection. The inflating 
process was then commenced. The blood, at length, was seen to move 
fioin the vessels of the lungs to tlie quiescent heart — thus proving that 
the primum mobile and chief motive power of the blood are in the 
lungs and not in the heart. Dr. Dowler, who performed the vivisection, 
supposed that atmospheric air imparted to the globules of the blood a 
self-locomolory. According, however, to the theory of Mrs. Wiliard, of 
Troy, to test which some of the experiments were made, it is tlie caloric . 
evolved in the transformation of venous into arterial h!ood that gives the 
tnntion. Be thi^ ns it may, the important discovery, that the primum 
nKjl)ile of the blood and its chief rnoiiv r- j)ower are in the lungs, rests 
not on theory, but on ocular deninn>tralion, repealed again and a(:fain. 
Mr. Crawford, long ago, attempted to explain the phenomena of animal 
beat by suppostP'*; that the caloric, generated in the lungs by respiration, 
was conveyed througli the arterial system in a latent state to all parts of the 
body, and was there given out in the form of sensible heat. The fonnda- 
lion of this theory was the j^reater capacity of arterial than venous 
blood, for caloric. His premises were denied by Davy and the most of 
his co-temporaries — but subsequent observations have proved them to be 
correct in the main. Mrs. Willard*s theory of the motive p(»wefB*of 
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the blood rests upon the same basis as that of Mr. Ciawlbrd's doctrine 
of calorificition- — ihe different capacity of arterial and venous blood for 
caloric. The theory itself is not the subject under consideralion, but 
only its main proposiiion, that the chief motive power of ihf blood ts 
in ilie Inngs, and not in the heart. Whatever he thought of the tlieory 
itself, it !ia<^ the hi«;li int iit of finvin^ announced a most important iiuih, 
which is proved by ocular demonstration, and will stand as an important 
discovery, whether the reasoninL' that led to it be correct or not. 

I propose to make some remarks on the applicatiou of this important 
American discovery to usefid and practical purposes. Lord iiacon iiuly 
says : ** For of ail the signs of philosophies none are more certain and 
ru)l)le than those taken from their fruits. For fiiiii.^ and the discoveri« 
of works are as the vouchers and sec iti iiit^s of the truth of philosophies." 
" As it is in religion that faith he manifested bv works, philosophy should 
be judged hy its fruits, and held as vain if it prove barren."— fJVo», 
Org,, Sect, iv. 13.) The discovery that the chief motive power of the 
blood Is in the lungs, and not in the heart as Harvey supposed^ I propose 
to show will not prove barren, but rich in useful fruits — the voucheis 
and securities (or its truth." Lest, however, some errore wbicb bava 
crept into physiology, may prevent any portion of those physicians, who 
are not too old or full of prejudice to receive a new idea conflicting with 
thetr IcHrroer opinions, from seeing and believing in the discovery, it ma^ 
not be amiss to surround it with some of the highest authorities in inein- 
cine, each holding a light so closely to it, as to convince the sceptical 
that it rests on the rock of the latest revealed truths in science, anf? not, 
as they might gratuitously suppose, on idle, speculations behind the 
times. 

Among the authorities, Sir Benjamin Brodie stands foremost and clos- 
est, he having, many years ago, come very near stiimhllni: on the dis- 
covery. He killed a cat, i. e. paralyzed the action of liie lieart and 
lungs, with the poison called woorara, and then by dint of ariiGcial res- 
piration, kept up for two hours and a half, brought the animal to life. 
He s:iw so far into the mystery of the motive |>o\vcr of the biuod, as to 
ascertain tliat the heart's action depended upon itie action of the lim^s; 
and hence the expeiiment willi the cat was to see whether life nii^'ht 
not be preserved by artificial respiration until the effect of the poisoti on 
the nervous system had time to wear away. Sir 'Benjamin's idea was 
good, and true as far as it went, hot it did not reach the main truth of 
the discovery (iisl announced in Troy, and subsequently demonstrated b 
New Orleans. Although he brought the cat to life, be had no sospi- 
cion that the chief motive power of the blood was in ihe lungs, and 
that the heart performed a subordinate part in giving it momentum. 
His experiment, however, went far enough to prove, that Bicbat and 
some otber physiologists, in supposing that the blood continued, Ibr a 
time, to circulate through the lungs by the action of the heart after res- 
piration ceased, only becoming unaerated after the lungs ceased to act, 
fell into a great error, which for many years misled investigation from the 
true path of inquiry. 

br. Kay, however, deserves much credit ibr correcting tbe ermr, 
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which be has done by proving^ that as soon ;is respiration stop?, the 
b]o<i(l he*4ins to stas^nale in the puhnonary rapillarie^, because it ceases 
in \h5 transformed from venous to arterial. In the language of the new 
philosopliv, because its motive power is taken away l)y the cessation of 
the prorcss of arlerialization, therefore it stagnates. Di'. Kay ascei lamed 
the i'art. hut lie could not diviau the cause. His researches do not go 
far enough to detract from the nierits of the discovery, but they iurnish 
suf!icienl lii^lu to show that il rests upon scientific truth. 

Baron Cuvier, tlie highest aitlhority in natural philosophy, brings the 
]i>;ht of that science in su{)port of the new doctrine, that the chief ino< 
live power of the blood is in the respiratory organs. His f reat work, 
called '* Animal Kingdom/* revised by Latreilte. article Reptilia, says — 
The btood derives its heat and the fibre its susceptibility of nervous 
irritation from respiration." Not only that, but his other great work — 
** Lecons d*Anatomie compar^e,'* abounds with proof of the intimate 
relation of muscular motion and nervous influences, with respiration as 
their source and sprino. Speak'mo; of animals, he says, " Chacnne de 
aes classes jouit de la far u he de se mouvoir precise men t dans le dei^rc 
qui corres|)ond a la quantiie de la respiration.'^ — ( Vol. I. p. 5^.) The 
blood could not derive heat from respiration without deriving more or 
less power of motion ; because caloric is not inoperative. Those who> 
object to the truths of natural philosophy as authority in medicine, for- 
rrr-i that ihe former is the root of the latter. Hence objections, drawn 
tVom mechral theories, should have no wei<;lit when brought against tlie 
truths of the mother science. 

Harvey discovered the conrse of the circulation of the blood, but fie 
did not discover tlie chief power that moved it. His discovery was in- 
complete, as il erronejMisly placed it iu the liearl instead of the lungs. 
In consequence of this radical error, the science of medicine has not 
been as much enriche<l by the discovery of the circidation as was anti- 
cipated, as il only served to lead the blind into a dazzling and uncertain 
light — w hereas the discovery that the chief motive power of the blood 
is located in the lungs, and not tn the heart as was erroneously sup- 
posed, has opened a rk^h field for improvement in physiology, pathology, 
and in the more successful methods of treatment in disease. Before 
]>r. Bassi, charged, by the scientific congress lately held at Genoa, to 
explain the reason why silk worms fed on indigo leaves have a blue color 
imparted to the membranes between the parietes of the atr-tubes, can 
give a satisfactory explanation of that phenomenon ; and before Prof. 
Bryan, of Philadelphia, can interpret the experiments he is now making 
on papilios, they will have to look into tIh^ anatomy and physiology of 
those insects, brought into the light furnished by t\v- discovery locating 
the motive power of the blood in the lungs. The dorsal vessel> called 
the heart, according to Cuvier, has no muscularity, altliough these insects 
have upwards of four thousand muscles. M. F^vonet counted in the 
caterpillar, called the cassns liii^neperda, 4i)\\ distinct muscles. The 
liearl has hut one artery, and that artery no branches. The rnn-nles 
have no bloodvessels distributed to ihein, nor is thero any cellular inem- 
braoe between the layers of their fasciculi, being parallel and without 
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atlnclimcnt except at their origin and insertion — resembling hairs tied 
atilicir two ends. There are no veins, but more nerves than in ihehu- 
' man body, viz., 47 pair in the papibos. Every pan of lite insect is 
pervaded by tracheal branches penetrating to tlie extreiniiies of everj 
appendage ol the body ; yet in the interstices between the tracheal 
vessels the nutritive juices, which the experimenters found colored in 
those worms fed on indigo leaves, are carried by some unknown agency 
to all parts of the body— no doubt by the same spring or locomoiifB 
power which in man is the primum mobile of the blood. 

But it b not ao much in explaining mysteries in entomology that tlit 
discovery is valuable, but in leading the way to important iroprovenwau 
in therapeutics and other practical and useful sciences. Thus befon 
roses can be planted on the pallid cheek, it is important to know in wlnt 
way healthy red blood can be soonest made, warmed, depurated ai)d 
kept in motion. Before the ^ young idea can be taught to shoot " tnM 
vigor, it is alUimportant that a current of red healthy bktod be disuibut- 
ed to the brain — the organ of thoughts The same importaot agent, 
red healthy blood, is absolutely necessary to give tone, vigor and sym* 
'roetry to the body, and to prevent it fiom falling an untimely prey to 
consumption and other ills. But it is not so generally known, that 
red healthy blfxid jti'^t as neces9ar\ for the full development and io* 
tegritv of the riif)r<il ( iciillips ns the inteli* cttial ; and under this aspect, 
tiie discovery of its nmiive powers has strong claims to tbe aitiTiiicm 
of theologians. Clinrcb history beare witness, that the stony, i^ruund^^ 
where the seed of christian truth takes no deep root, is the very <,'round 
trod by a people whose blouti is vitiated by idleness, filth, impure air and 
unw iiolesome diet. Instance, the indolent Huidoos and other inhabitants 
of populous Asia, breathing the impure air of crowded hovels without 
sudicient food or clothing. Instance, the idle eaters of ant eggstiHl 
oaterpillars, overspreading Africa, and the denisens of the cellars ofLae- 
don« Education, therefore, in its broadest sense, physical, moral, religious 
and intellectual, is essentially and indissdubly connected with red besldiy 
bk)od. Hence, when Mrs. Willard indicated one of (he chief ways, 1^ 
whk;h red healthy blood could be made at will, and that every child oouU 
be taught to make it for itself, she was not, as it was supposed, out of btf 
province, as the head of a renowned institution of learning, but standinf 
on the broad platform of her professbn, and directing the building of a 
permanent basb for it to rest upon throughout all time. In forming ibtt 
basis, she naturally looked into the science of physiology for certain 
materials in regard to the motive powers of the blood ; and not findini 
them there, after going as far as Harvey went, she brought that science 
back to natural philosophy, the parent from which it sprung, which re- 
cfivin?; new strength and increase therefrom, readily condurteH her ?o 
the hidmg place of the malenais she was seeking — a ^oldun ricae, more 
valuable than that of fable. If some medical men gninsnyt d her for 
overtnrniiii^T things on the altar of Harvey, it was because they liad not 
reflected tiiat tiie empire of science, so long encroached on by enipin* 
cism, calls for enlargement, and that America, like Rome, needs a Mt* 
nerva. Surely the almshouse, the hospital and the sick room, is too 
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small an empire for the numerous votaries of the comprehen.slve science 
of medicine — asciesirp, like the Crystal Palace, enil)raciiiL; almost every- 
thing worthy to behold ia its study, hut narrowed down in its practical 
exercise to a few common-place duties, associating' it in the public inind 
with nothins^ hut nauseous drug's, making it the terror of the . people, and 
in too ii;aiiv instances drivini{ theui from its advantages until the fear of 
dLaili lb upon them. So much kno\vled<^e, with a field too small to call 
a iiilie of it into requisition, requires the extension of the practical sphere 
of its operations, and that spliere will need enlargement untU it em- 
braces in its practical boundaries, not only tberapeutics, hygiene, &^c.| 
but the art, long sought after by the ancients, of making the old young- 
er, children healthy, men vigorous, and women pretty. This art has al- 
ways been imperfect ; iu basis or starting point — a knowledge of the 
motive powers of the blood and the ways and means of making red 
healthy blood at will — having been unknown. While the erroneous hy- 
pothesis of Harvey prevailed, that the heart, whose actbu is not under 
the will, was the pnnium mobile and chief motive power of the circu- 
latini; fluids, instead of tlie lungs, which are under the will, there was 
no known way, except through the slow and miciMfain process of diet, 
change of climate, expreive, or a coins*! of nn ilirin hy which the vi- 
tiated, cold, impovenshctl circulating iiuids could lie readied, depiir;ited, 
or rendered red, warm and healthy. Body, mind and morals liad to 
suffer all the effects of deteriorated humors as a necessary evil — the 
direct road to purify the hloud ihiougli the respiratory organs being un- 
known, from incorrect theories of the power that moved it and die lo- 
cation of that power. 

The true doctrine on this subject was no sooner promulgated, than I 
leduced it to practice, and have made it tell well as a valuable adjuvant 
in the treatment of many diseases, particularly those of a chronic kind» 
and the cold, phlegmatic ailments so common among females in hot cli- 
mates. Some complaints, especially acute inflammations, require repose 
of the respiratory organs, absiolute rest and a spare diet ; wliile the great 
mass of chronic and congestive disorders are greatly benefited by their 
activity. Thus in pleurisy, the curative process of nature prevents full 
respiration by piercing the side with pain whenever the ribs are expand- 
eil ; because the motive |)ower of tlie blood beini; iu llie lungs, ful 
breathing would a^j^ravate a comj)laint consisting in loo much beat and 
momentum. On the other hand, the cold, congestive and torpid affec- 
tions require increased activity of the lungs to heat, redden, and vivify 
the circulating fluids. Full breathin? in the open air and sun light is 
beneficial to children of infirm consniuiions, and applicable to most of 
the diseases and infirmities peculiar to females, greatly assisting other ne- 
cessary remedies, as malaxation, friction, inunction, bathing, &,c., to ini* 
prove the complexion, to prevent the hair from falling out, and the teeth 
(lom decay. 

There has been a fearlul increase of consumption and femele com- 
plaints, and a large field opened for dentists, since the old-fashioned spin- 
ning wheel, called the big wheel, has been laid aside. In anoieot times 
the women giound at & mill«— th«t i8» turned a horiaontal stone with 
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nn upright staff (or a handle, requiring them to stand up and to usebodi 
hands. Two women grinding at the mill, standing opposite to each 
other, was one of the best species of exercise to expand the lungs simI 
to depurate the blood, without giving coarseness to the muscular system, 
and no douht greatly contributed to the health, grace and classic beauty 
for which the nncient women were so renowned. Tlie disco ven- of ihe 
nioti\ f power of the blood, and the location of thai power, will he a 
good nntiflote a!/ain>t the follies of Bloornei i<rn, eniicini: women to as- 
smne iiidiscriminnt^^lx- llic avocation*: of men. Mo:^t of the>>e avorat?nn« 
wonlfl mnko llicm com-^f. nmi,'!! and inascuhne in appearance, likf- ilie 
w^iMlliei-bealtMi fi'inaie pt'a«^aniry of Kurope. The disr(n<'ry is valiiat-le 
an a key to find lluwc >peci<*s of exeiri^e. w hich Ho noi i^ive coarseues?. 
dernrrnlTy and masriilinene<5'5 to the general n>u<cuhir sv^tein ai)d its te^i- 
iiu ;ii;u V co\('rini£, hut "-olnv'^v;. sn nitn«»trv, aifilitv and <iiace, united with 
health, as the wheel and thtj mill-stone lornierly irave. A subslilule for 
the last-tnenlioned exercises is yet a desidei-alum. Mrs. Willard's sub- 
stitute of early rising and^running backward and forward before an open 
window, moving the arms and expanding the chest, is a very good ones 
but is defective in not being associated with some ^ible object of utiliij^ 
and consequently somewhat difficult in being generally practised tot 
sufficient extent. The inventor of some specie of play or kind of vodt, 
requiring similar movements, would be entitle^ to the thanks of the com- 
munity. It could be improved by being performed in the momm« 
sunshine, as sunlight is particularly beneficial to youth in strengtbeoiDi 
their constitutions. 

It was a nde in Euypt to bestow divinity and consecration tipoe 
the inventor of any useful remedy or thins; ; and as instinct oftener tliaa 
reason led to diseov'eries, the Egyptian deities were mostly in the fym 
of reptiles and other animals of the brute creation. But if America, 
like E'^ypt, Greere and Rome, is to have mythological divinities, I am 
sure that none will oliject to their coniinn: in the form and likenr-? of 
woman. Hejiee f hive no npoloL'v lo make to the profe«;sion, of which 
] am a iKunhli- niemh'-r. (or nivliiLi in my adhesion to an important pnc- 
tical irnili in 'Science, hi-^t announced by an American lady, \on^ famous 
for her ♦•riniiiioi^ and int«'lli.:<*nce, and for the immber of our country's lair 
dau'iliii r> u h(» have been lefined and polished by her hands. 

New Or/tuns i Dec. Ulid, 1851. 



DENTAL AMALGAMS. 
To the Editor of the Botlon Medical and Surgical Journal* 

Sir, — ^In your Journal of the 31st ultimo you state, page 458, in a pa- 
ragraph with the above caption, that there is an admirable pa|)erao 
the character of amalgams for filling teeth, which at some periods have 
been exceedingly popular." You continue — ^* It is clearly shown that 
nothing can be relied on for this purpose but gold/' and you wind up 
your paragraph in this thoughiUee statement — But quackery of eveiy 
species thrives, and it would seem as though pseudo-dentists were some- 
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dmes ptttronized, because there is a pleasure to being cWted out of 
oae's teeth.'* 

I do not remember. Sir, in all my life, that I ever read an article that 
sent its iron into my soul as did the above uojust remarks, upon an ex parte 
statement, which you convey to your readers in the above-named pa- 

raijraph. As a contributor to your periodical for several years p^^st, 
you are aware that I am a dental practitioner- — I would state of twenty- 
two years* staiuling, njid I ani the third oldest dentist in the city of New 
York. I studied nx dicinp four years in the office of the distin{>uished 
surgeon, Dr. J, C. Clieestnan, of this city, and graduated in 1836 from 
the most eminent college of which the United States could boast — the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of the University of the Slate of 
New York. 1 lun e been Suri{eon lu a military iiospital, and Assistant 
to the New York City Hospital. I would ask, what physicians have 
had such advantages as these bat the favored few ? And I would ask, 
where is there one dentist in the United States who has received a 
moiety or a tithe of such opportunities? In addition 1 served an articled 
apprenticeship of seven years to the proudest name of English dentis- 
try in London, I do not mention these to puffmvtelft but merely to state 
that I have used " dental amalgams " upwards of twenty-two years* 
Yet, I am no *^ quack" nor have I ever been guilty of catering to 
people's " pleasure '* (1) in " being cheated out of their teeth/' I am 
no cheat, nor am I a pseudo-dentist. I have these dental amalgams in 
ray own teeth, in my wife's leeili, in my children's teeth, in the teeth of 
my friends, relafi VPS and patients. Yet I am no "cheat," "quack," 
or " pspudo-dentisi." I deny — emphaticaiiy ilrtn- that gold is the best 
material in all ca^es for filling and presprvinu; the teeth. I will demon- 
strate, by practical illustrations, in jny papei-s (only waitin[j the completion 
of \ioud-cut illustrations) on denio-neuraltric afiections, piejiared lor your 
Journal — that gold, in very many cai>es, is the very wortt I luaLerial for 
preserving the teeth. 

With your permission, and which I ask in justice to myself and a 
very large majority of my professional brethren who use dental amal- 
gams, I will now furnish you with the histoiy of dental amalgams for 
publication. Just about the commencement of the revolution for Mexi- 
can Independence, my uncle returned to England from Mexico eta 
Fnnee. He had been engaged in Mexico as superintendent of some 
■Iver mines. He found it to be a common practice amongst the work- 
men to put the amalgam paste into their hollow teeth, ** to prevent their 
liing when eating." They found that it preserved the teetli also. In 
France he mentioned this circumstance to a dentist he employed about 
his mouth. T\w Fr< nch dentist quietly took the hint, and made an im- 
tnense fortune before the secret was discovered by his competitors. My 
father first u-pd it in En^jland, and he introikiced it first into the United 
Slates in I8ii7. The New York dental profession believing " the im- 
portant discovery " to be a humbug, and nothing more than tlie ordinary 
fusible metal" (tin, lead and bismuth), took no particular notice of the 
''paste," until the Messrs. Crawcours arrived in this city. These men 
nade a feature a la Bamum ** of the material, and fiv a time they 
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ictiially ilMoibed til Um deotti buiiim of the Cfljr, and aeeomilsiri 
960,000 ! ID twelve weeks. Our pockets were touched hj these im 
fwhttever their dkoracter may have been is not the poim io qoesi'ion) 
ime Ukt laekrymm* Some six dentists Ibraied tbeonedvea into a dtib. 
then procured a friend to vi-it the CrawcoOR tO have hm teeth 
fnr which the dentists paid. They then employed our eminent chemiit, 
Cfjihon, who removed the fiHin'j^. and analyzed them, and discovered 
that quicksilver was a romfXincDt part. They nt once, mirabih Hirtu, 
discovert-H the rpiackery ! whieii they immediately published to the 
world KuTvlMHiv was fri«»htenpfl, evervbodv wai? «nlivat« d. evervbodv 
was jMM'^oiird, N i't no one t'vrr tii^roven ci anv h^d efTects Iron tie 
auialgatu ii>-''d hv mv lialtrT nnd iiiyscll Ji>r ten years prevK)u*i, w bict 
was suppOM'd lu bf (ndy " lii^ihU- metal.'* The Me>?rs. Crav^rwfrs 
fled, not for " succedaiu uiii, " but lur " safety." The dental cluh no* 
fomied themselves into " Tlie American Society of Deotal Sargeou,'* 
AoDual eomomttees wtre appowttd to condemn the use of dental anst- 
gams. They annually reported them to be not only uselesa, but inn- 
nous to the teeth and the constHutiofi. But as year after year loM 
away, so these emmitiu nun one by one fell away too, recreant to thev 
association. Thev had severally beeome converts to the sini|rfe troth. 
They had found that amalgams v^ ere innocent m their propefttes aad 
eicellent for their purposes in their proper places. As hooest men, 
they at once repudiated ignorance and blind prejndire. Nay, inor^— 
they endeavored to reclaim, to enlijjhten their stultified brethren. Such 
were the eminent names, who were ( omrnillt o m«*n, as B.iller, Allen, Love- 
jov. Clark*', tv.r, &c. Arr'tlip^^e <»entlen)''ii li:»r^. " chfats," *• quack*?. " 
and *• pseudo-deiitis's ^V ill the Hnlninor*' Dnilal Tunes 5ny so H«" 
will crv out, trmporn wuiaiitur, tt ;ioi mutamur in \ have amnijci* 

prrxjt Willi < lii';its " and p>eudo-denti$li* we are, in the foUowin; 
case. I lilK-d wuh auial«»am several mo//ir teeth for my «ister-ia-iav. 'i 
resident of Detroit). Two years after, she consulted Dr. Ware, tiiet 
practising dentistry in Detroit, reyarding her Jront teeth. Dr. Ww 
Stood a^alist when he saw amalgam fillings in her mouth. " Who hai 
dooe this 7 he exclaimed ; ** your teeth are Wmed, your censtitiition is 
destfoved, you have in your teeth a deadly poison ! When I was 
named as the delim|uent, as you designate us. Sir, I was a ^ obeas ** 
(by the by, I did not get anything for them), a *' pseudo-dentist," Ik. 
My relative thought I had grievously imposed upon her. This saiat 
Dr. Ware, a few months after, in New York, duMtngta his ^fiierni^ 
Dr. Pamily to a public controversy that he wiU pmm mnalgmmi to be 
• the very dtiidcratum of the dentists' wishes — the most innoxious and 
mo^t excellent for filltnc^ teeth, which he had a year or two before jkd- 
nouuced as beini; a deadly poison. Dr. Wartj is an (Mhicated. in?**n?- 
ed man, and found, like Othello's friend, that ** to put nioney m in; 
purse was not to be done by irfnonfiee. He now reronuiiends hu 
an]al<^ams as the ne jpiiu ultra of matenaU. So much for anoiber coo- 
vert to tnith. 

Monsieur Mallan next arrived ou these shorts with bis amalgam, aad 
carried everything (for a time) before him. The associatioQ of deniisli 
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killed him. Then came the climaK of all the dental amalgam revivals, 
in the statement made by I^r. PannU (whn has- a]wnys been opposed lo 
iliL'si- «iiaterials)j that a genilemaii IukI died in consequence of swallow- 
ing a tilliug in the night lime, after two years' illness, whicli ihe gen- 
tleman knew all the time to be the cause of his illnt-^^, yet never had 
tlx! filling or the toolh during all this time removed from his jaw. Dr. 
Panuly also slated that the said lillmg was removed by liiewster, at Paris, 
and the tooth refilled with gold. Letting this inconsislency pass, I at once, 
without knowing anything of Dr. Paraily's published case, denied its truth, 
and felt warranted in doing so, from long, very long experience in the 
use and abuse of amalgam 6llings, and from the simple fact that n\y 
mother had been in the habit of taking one mmce of fluid quicksilver 
twice a week Ibr several years for her asthma, which she conceived 
relieved her. She was never injured in any way, more than if it bad been 
the same quantity of water. Dr. Catdweirs case also spoke against 
such an accident — a gentleman, he states, swallowed eighteen ounces oj* 
tin amalgam to destroy a tape-wonn, and the mass never passed him, 
but rcmamed in his bowels years, without any consiifutional injury being 
inflicti'd even by its mechanical presence. I eijiphati(;a]ly ami jK)Iii(<'dly 
defied Dr. Family to prove the truth of his stntemcnt. He could not 
do so. But it was j)roved by Dr. HoustcMi, late of ilie Herald, that the 
peiultinan in c^ueslion died from a rompiication of (lisordei*s. My pro- 
fessional brethren, seeing that Dr. Parndy's <^round was untenable, re- 
newed iheir courage, which had oozed from their fingers' ends ; they 
nllied, came to the charge with steel-poinied pens, and annoyed him in 
every way they could, and to thb day is a desultory warfare kept up 
in the pages of the Dental Recorder, of this city, between Dr. Parmly 
aod its editor on the merits of the controversy, and recriminations upon 
each other. 

Yoii will now, perhaps, admit that you have been too hasty in your 
remarks, and thai yoti have arrived at conchisions too soon. I will add 
that all the anti-aroalgamists (very few, to be sure) notwithstanding that 
they have been on tlip qui vive for fifteen years, have not yet been able 
to produce ojie isolated authenticated case of salivation or injury done to 
the r//rco// or maxillary hones. Physirians have never im|ilicated these 
fillini;s in their diagnostic marks of disease. Honmopathixts have been 
silent on the subject. The only cases brought in proof are those teeth 
whieli sliould not have been filled with any material, gold or olher^^'ise, 
under any rircnmstanres. The teeih have been either dead or diseased, 
and should hav«i heen removed from the jaws. The anxiety, how- 
ever, sometimes both of patient and dentist, leads tliem to hope for sue- , 
cess in saving these teeth, and it is these cases which some dentists 
would seize hold of, as proof's of their own unprofessional dogmas. 
Where one ounce of amalgam Blling was used fifteen years since, twenty 
pounds are used now. I refer for this fact to Messrs. Jones %t White's 
dental depot in this city, and their branch establishments in Philadelphia 
lod Boston. 

In my chapters on dento-neuralgic affections I will prove, beyond all 
cavil and doubt, practically, that gold ! jpurs gold ! tn some mouths 
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is injtirious to ihe teeth, and souk ilmes to tin* heaiih of the palient 
I will praclieally fifiiinnslrnle that (in foil is infinitfly and iinrneasurablT 
superior io flioUl for j)reservii)g a certain class ol teelh, not only from 
pain, not only from decay, but frofn al>s(>!(ite death and ab^u^^^llon, the 
same as is found to act upon the roots of the deciduous teeth in child- 
iren. I do not pretend to be a teaofier — but I sun well advised in mak- 
ing the assertion that the dental profession can yet absorb a small qu-iu- 
tily of dento- physiological pabnhtm, 

1 here challenge the Baltimore Dental Times, the Baltimore College of 
Dentistry, all the anii-araalga mists to he found here and in E^irope, to pro* 
duce one single case where any kind of amalgam filling has produced t 
diseased alveolus, or has ever reached injuriously the maxillary bone. 
And 1 further challenge them to prove one case where amalgam \m 
irritated a tooth, unless by mechanical pressure frora close approxi- 
mation and pres<iir(! on a livinor nerve, and in oiher cases where ihe 
tooth has been injured by the a|)plication of arsenic alone to destroy iIk 
vitality of the nerve» which has destroyed the life of the tooth*. 

Very respectfully, A. C. Castle, M.D. 

New Yorkt Jan, 2, 1852. 



ORKifN OF AiMMAL HEAT. 
LCoramiiniciitrd r<>r thts Bnaton MfMliey mad Surgloil Ji«iifiiBl.| 

Though many theories of the origin of animal heat, have been brought 
to the notice of medical men, still no conclusion has been reached dm 
has in any decree satisfied the physiolo«;ical scholar. By many it ii 
attributed to the quality of the food used, and the action of oxygen od 
the blood throu;^h the medium of the lungs ; but such declarations hate 
little weight in satisfying the inquirer. 

The powerful ai;rnt by which a uniformity of temperature is roain* 
tallied in the blood of man, cannot depend on the quality of meat? or 
dnnks, hut on a law as unchangini( as that which regulates and maintaias 
the niovcinents of all the planetary worlds. Jn man, in health, the 
ttMn|H'iiiUiie is invariably kept at ninety-ei«^ht degrees ; wiiile in tile feaLh- 
ered nilx's. it is ujuch liigluT. hut still uniformly the snme at all season? 
and in all couiilries. In ctjld-hlooded animals, tiie lerujierature corres- 
ponds to that of the elements in w hich they move or exist, both hanng 
the same uiigin. lilnU ol tlie smallest size, which sonietinie? fill the 
air with their musical notes when mercury is twenty or tim tv titirrees 
below zero, whose bodies wei<;h perhaps hula single ounce, and clothed 
only with one or two drachms of feathers, must depend on some other 
cau^ than the quality of their food to maintain an uniform temperature 
sufficient to sustain life. The same laws which support vital heat in 
one kind of animal, are in full force throughout the whole animate crea* 
tioo. When life ceases, decay begins ; a new train of phenoraena is 
developed from chemical action, which continue until the body is reduced 
to its ultimate elements. There is a tendency in caloric to diffuse itself 
equally in all bodies placed in the same temperature. 
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Klfotrn-innLniPlism acts Willi undoviatinn certainty. There is siirclv 
inniK iis t^ eviden I t' tliat tlie ultimate atoms of ail matter are possessed 
of ne<;.iiive and jiosiiue poles, by whieli means similar elements unite 
in specific forms, consiituiing bodies of more or less density, according 
to the form of the nlmnaie element. The ultimate aKmi of each and 
every element must dilfer much in form, if not in density, lo afford such 
a striking diflference in their specific gravity. I am ready to believe 
that every kind of matter, reduced tp its ultimate atom, oo longer Co be 
divided, has the same specific gravity, and is capable of rising to the 
remotest bounds of the atmosphere ; and that an elementary atom of 
piatina, n^Id, lead; iron, and hydroj^en and oxygen, is of the same s|)ecific 
gravity, their fonns«only aflfording diS$rent degrees of density in a state 
of combination. 

Crystallisation is the result of mai;netic power ; and the density and 
specific gravity of each kind of crystal differ as the fonns of their ulti- 
mate atoms differ. If eacii atom of matter through its entire substance 
were in the same state of electricity, nej^ative or positive, they would 
repel each othx?r, and no compound could be formed. No other a^f^nt 
possesses like |)o\ver, heinL; the only one in the hand of tiie Al- 
mif^hty to move, control and rcjiilnte ilie motions of the whole planetary 
woiUls. The hardest sid^stances are liquified by this all-pervading 
fluid. We have good and ample evidence that much of the interior 
of the earth is in a sviic of fusion by this unchan^int^ agent. The 
heat within the earth at a given distance from the surface is uniform, in 
«!l latitudes and at all seasons of the year, by this agent, controlled bv the 
same law which moves and governs the whole universe, without altera- 
lion or amendment. • Daniel Mowe. 

LoweUy December^ 1S51. 



DISEASES OF THE EYE. 

■ 

[The following is an explanation of the Plate which accompanies the 
present number of the Journal. It may be considered as a specimen 
of the illustrations of the new work on surgery by Dr. Piper, now in 
press, and alluded to in l»8t week's Journal.] 

Fig. 1. Central cataract, from Demours. 

Fig. 2. Capsulo-lenticular cataract, from Demoors. 

Fig. 3. Corn plete lenticular cataract, from Demours. 

Fig. 4. Capsulo-lenticular cataract in a man aged 62 years. 

Fig. 5. Capsulo-lenticular cataract in a man aned 83 yeai-s. 

Fifr. 6. Black rntaract (case n!v,»lof;ous to Weller, pi. 2, fig. 2). 

Fig. 7. Hvpopiuii (oenlns pnriilenlu<'). 

Fig, 8. Opacity of the crystalline lens which has spontaneously burst 
its adhr<ions and fallen nearly behind the iris, from Demours. 

Fig. 9. Capsnlo-lt'iUicular cataract in an infant. 

Fig. 10. Oval pupil caused by iritis following a blow. 

Fig. li. Hypopion following iritis. Two little abscesses are seen 
formed in the thickened iris. The pupil is deformed and 
Dearly obliterated. 
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Fig. 12. Puncture of llie aiUeriur chanibei of the eye. 

Fig. 13. Artiticial pujjil, froii) Blasius. 

Figs. 14 and 15. Aiiilicial pupils, from Demours. 



REPORT OF A JOINT COMMITTF.K OF THE PHILADFLPHIA COUNTY 
MEDK'M SOCIKTY AND THE PHILADELPHIA COLLKGE <»F 
PUAKMAUy» aCLATIVE TO PHYdlCiANS' PaC:SCRU'T10NS. 

The joint Committees of the Philadelphia County Medical Society, and 
of the Philadelphia CoU^e of Pharmacy, appointed for the purpose of 
considering tbe means best adapted to prevent the ocQMrrence of mistakes 
in the compounding of the prescriptions of physicians by apothecaries, 
beg leave to report that they have given to the subject all the attention 
that its importance demands, and present the following hints as the re- 
sults of their joint deliberations. Tbey have taken the hberty of add- 
ing, also, a few general hints oo the relations that should exist between 
physicians and pharmaceutists. 

A. la itesptct to Physkiam* 

1. Physicians should write their prescriptions carefully and legibly, 
making use of good paper, and, whenever possible, of pen and ink. 
When obliged to write with a pencil, they should take the precaution to 
fold the prescription twice, so as to prevent its being defaced. 

2. The nomenclature of the United States Pharmacopoeia is becoming 
annually more in favor with pharmaceutists ; a statement attested by the 
fact that 1500 copies of the book of Latin Labefs for shop furniture, 
published by the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy, have been disposed 
of within three year-;. Physiciuns are also bcconiiiiij more alive to the 
merits of our national Codex, and they ate respecifully urmnl to nunlliar- 
ize tlieniselves witii its* nonieoclature, and to adhei-e to it strictly in their 
prescriptions. 

3. Tlie miineroiis treati*:e.s on materia medica, pharmacy and the nnir- 
tice ol medicine, of English origin, that are printed in this couiiiry, 
nolwithstandin*» that they are generally interlarded w iih ilie formulas of 
our own Phainiacopoiia, tend, nevertheless, very much to confuse the 
physician and apothecary, in tlie use and exact meaning of terms in pre- 
scriptions. To obviate the difhculties thus occasioned, the physician 
should, when he prescribes a medicine, which is not ofiicinal, nor in 
common use, state on bis prescription, either in a note at tbe bottom, or 
within parentbens, folbwmg the article, the authority or work from 
whence it is derived, as " Griffith's Formulaiy " — Ellis's Fonnulaiy " 
— Braithwaite's Retrospect," &c. 

4. Physicians would lessen the risk of errors in their prescripdons, 
and increase the chances of their detection should they be made, by ob- 
serving the following bints. 

1st. Write tbe name of tbe patient at tbe top of the prescription, un- 
lees a good reason prevents this being done; in which case, it should be 
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expressed as for Mr. G — , Mrs. R — , or Mrs. S.'s child, or for Master 
T — , so as to convey to the apothecary some idea of the age of the 
patient. 

2d. The date, and name of the physician or his initials, sliould always 
be appended, and, wbeiie?er practicable, tbe fio$e and mode of admiDbteN 
ing the mediciDe directed. 

When an aaosually lai^e dose of an active medicine is prescribed, 
as opium, morphia, elateriuai, strychnia, &c., let sacb names be put in 
italics, and the quantity or ouanlities repeated in writing enclosed within 
a parenthesis ; thus R. Morphie sulpbatis, grs. vj. (six grains). Dtv. 
in chart, vj. 

4th. When an active substance is to be used externally, it should be so 
stated on the prescription ; thus, For external application " To be 

applied to ilie part a*? directed," &c. 

5lli. The quantities of each article >l;oiilfl pinned in a line with the 
name, and not below it, aod in usin«^ the i{oman numerals, the t's should 
be dolled correctly. 

• 6th. The occasion il [ti tic iiceof writing the directions intended for the 
patient in Latin, atui e>|)t cially in abbreviated Latin, is uncalled for, and 
attended with some risk ; il is far safer to write tlieni in Eiiijlisb, and 
without abbreviations or the u^e of figures, unless these are well and dis- 
tinctly formed, 

B. In Respect to the Apdthecary, 

1st. The apothecary sboukl hesitate to dispense a prescription, the 

handwriting of which is so imperfect as to render the writer's meaning 
doubtfal— especially if it involves agents of a poisonous or irritatinc; cha- 
racter — unless he is able, from collateral circumstances, to satisfy himself 
of the uitent of the prescriber. Jn such a case he should delay the 
delivery of the medicine to the patient until he can see the physician, 
and in doing so he should avoid committing the latter, by agreeing to 
send the medicine when it is ready. 

2d. The apotlu c nry is jusliflt-d in tlie sanje means of delay, if he, 
after deliberate corjbideration, believes that die physician has inadvertently 
made a mistake in llie quantity or dose of the uriich' or articles |)rescrib- 
ed ; always keeping in \ i« w the physician's repuuuiun as well as his own. 
Lvcry respectful application, in sucli cases, to a physician, should be met 
in good faith aod with kind feeling, even though no error should prove 
to exist. 

3d. In his demeanor and language, the apothecary should cautiously 
avoid coroprombing the physician, unless it be unavoidable, in which case 
honesty is the best policy, and the patient or his mes»mger should be 
told that it wiH be necessary to have an interview with the physician 
previously to compounding his prescription. 

4th. The apothecary is not justifiable in making inquiries relative lo 
the patient or his disease, or remarks relative to the character or pro- 
perties of the medicines prescribed, that are uncalled for, or likely lo 
convey a wrong impression, tbroui^di an iirnorant messenger, tc the patient, 
excepting it be done in a case where he has doubts in regard to tiie pre- 
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scri|)(iQt), and wishes to satisfy himself^ and here be sbould act widi great 
discretion. 

5lh. When an apoihecary is asked his opinion oT a physician's pre- 
ScnptioD in a manner that indicates want of faith in the prescriber, be 
should waive the question, unless by a direct tnswer be should be ablelo 
restore that confidence. When asked the nature of the ingrt^dienis, he 
sbould be guided in bis answer by circumstances* avoiding to give the dew 
sired information when he believes it would be contrary to the wish of 
the physician, or attended with injuriotts consequences. In other cssei 
he slioiild use liis own judgment* 

6ih. Physicians being often unarquainted with practical pharmacy, 
pay little attention to the order in which the several articles entering into 
a prescription are amn'j^ed. with a view to facilitate the operation*: of di^ 
pensino. U hence becomes liie first duty of the apoiln cary carefully lo 
read the prescription and fix t!ie proper order in his mind. He should, 
ai the same time, acquire ilie habit of considering the qunnmies ordered 
in relation to the usual doses, and also the e^eneral bearing of the pre- 
scription ; and a constant resort to ttiis practice, based on due knCMT* 
led^e, must almost inevitably detect mistakes, if any have been made. 
^ 7tb. Apothecaries should accusuxn their assistants to study prescrip- 
tions in this light, and to acquire such a knowledge of the doses and the- 
rapeutical uses of medksines as shall serve to guide tbero in avoiding 
errors* 

8th. The apothecary, when engaged in dispensing a prescriptioo, 

should, as far as possible, avoid mental pre-occupation, and give his at- 
tention fully lo liis task. He should acquire the habit of always examin- 
iiTj; the label of the bottle before using its conteius. and he should sati«;fy 
hansel f that he lias rend I he prescribed quantity correctly, by reterring 
lo the pr(»scri|itK)[i anew before weiLrhini: out each article. It is also a 
useful precaiiiiuii to have bottles containing mineral or vegetable pois(XiS| 
distinguished by some promineni iiKiik. 

9th. As the conscientious dischar«^e of his duty should be the aioiof 
every apothecary, seeing that on his correct actkui depends, in no slight 
degree, the usefulness of the physician, no pains should be spared m 
secure the efficiency of the medicines dispensed, whether they be drags 
or preparations. The latter should always be prepared of full streogtbi 
and according to the (bnnultt recognised by the United States Phairos- 
CO|KBia, unless when otherwise specially ordered. 

10th. The apothecary sliould always label, and number correctly, all 
medicine dispensed by him on the prescription of a physician ; he should, 
al«o, invariably transcribe on the label, in a plain legible hand-wriTms;, 
tin- name of the patient, tise flate of the jirescription. the dirfcLioiiS 
inlenUed for the p;iti( m, aiicj iln- n ime or the initials of the prescriber. 

11th. The origuiai presenptiou siiould always be retained by the 
apothecary, whbse warrantee it is, in case of * i lor on the part of the pre- 
scriber. When a copy is requested, if, as ui many instances, no objec- 
tion can be urged, it should be a fac-tmik in language and symbols, and 
not a translation. 

I '^th. In no instance b an apolbecar) justifiable in leaving h'nbusinesi 
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in charge of boys, or incompetent assistnnts— or in allowing such to com- 
pound prescriptions, excepting under bis immediate and careful super- 
vision. 

!3lh. In justice to liis s('n«;e of the |)roper limits of his vocation, to the 
medical profession, and to liis cusionurs, the apothecary should ahstain 
from prescribing for diseases, excepting in those emergencies, which 
occasionally occur, demanding immediate aciion, or, in ihose every day, 
unimportant cases, where to refuse coimcil would be construed as a con- 
fession of ignorance, calculated to injure the reputation of the apothe- 
cary, and would be attended with no advantage to either physician or 
patient. 

14th. The sale of quack or secret medicines, properly so called, eon* 
Etitutes a considerable item in the business of some a|X)ihecaries. Many 
of the people arc favorably inipressed towards that class of medicines, 
and naturally go to iheir apotiiccaries for them, it is this which has 
caused many apolljecari<^s to keep certain of these nostrums, who are 
ready and willing to relinquish the traffic in ihem, but for the offence 
that a refusal Xo supply them to their customers, would create. At pre- 
sent all that the best disposed apothecary can be expected to do, is to 
refrain from the manufacture, himself, of quack and secret medicines ; to 
abstain from recommending them, either verbally, or by exhibitmg show- 
bills, 'announcing them for sale, in his shop or windows; and to discou- 
rage their use, when appealed lo. 

15th. Having in view the welfare of the community and the advance- 
ment of pharmaceutic science and interest, it is all-hnportant that the 
offices of prescribing and compounding- medicines should be kept distinct, 
in this city aud surrounding districts. All connection with, or moneyed 
interest in apothecary stores, on the part of physicians, should, therefore, 
be discountenanced. With respect lo tlie pecuniary understanding said 
to exist in some instance-s. between apothecaries and physicians, we iiold, 
that no well-disposed npolliecary or pljysician would be a party to such 
a contract, and consider the code of ethirs of tli<^ Colletre of Pliarniacy 
and the conslilutioii of the Pinladcipiiia Comity Medical Society sutll- 
ciently explict on this subject. 

16th. In reference to the patronage, on the part of physicians, of par- 
ticular apothecaries, we are of the opinion, as a genera) rule, that gradu- 
ates in pharmacy should be encouraged in preference to others of the 
same date of business ; and whilst admitting the abstract ri|;ht of the phy- 
sician to send his prescription where he pleases, we think that justice 
should dictate the propriety of his encouraging the nearest apothecary 
deserving of his confidence and that of the patient. 

D. Francis Condie, \ n -.^ r 

IV M I tonwnilicc of 

G.\m"Z"' ] ^'S/- 
Wm. Procter, Jb. \ /v_ r ui -i 

John H. Eckv. \ ^ of Pharmacy. 
American Journal of Pharmacy, 
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THE BOSTOiN MLiUCAL AND SUKGiCAL JOUKNAL. 
BOSTON, JANUARY 14, 115$. 



BeipiraHon and CtrcK^tim.— Last week we preseoted ao ioteresunf 
eonrespondeoce respecting' Mn. Willard*s theory of reepiraiioii, aod thin 

week our rentiers are otic-red itome rernarka on tbe practical appMcaiioo of 
the sarnc» by Dr. Cartwriffht, of N. Orleans. These hare taken iheir phut 
in thn Journal, in lh«» nrflinary course, without nny nffirmation or d*^nia! 
from m of the th*'ory m ijU<»«tton. We shall CMdcMvor ht^reafier to giv» 
the results ol our »)vv u coik Ihmuus, based irjor*' p iriinilarlv on a duedeoinio 
Tolume by Mrs. Willard, that has been on the table f^everal weeks, it u 
within the eompostt of probability that a new ditootery bat been made ; 
aod it is equally po^itsible that an eiploded theory hts been revived, or thai 
old facts, marshalled in a new order, appear bellor than in their teaer 
loofo and disjoioled state. 



Deteriorated Chloroform. — \ coinplaint, well (banded, is loudly pnh 
claimed, that the chloroform, or nit her -hlonr ether, now crenerallv mana* 
fa< lure(l, is inferior in quality. In sfjori, nmch oi il cantn^t hf» tre^-ted to 
in operations. Wheu tiie ether mania first comrueu^cJ, anJ ^u.phurK 
ether was the oaiy article in u»e, the surgeon could calculate upon ii» 
activity; hot after a more airreeable agent was produced, which in a mea- 
sore superseded ether, the demand became so enormous, that little cheats 
began to be detected, and from sroalt becinnini^, great adulterations are 
spoken of as a matter of notoriety. From Dr. Hayes, the celebrated analy- 
tira! rticiiii^t, a piper has h»-^n ri^'piv^^d that will Pxpo*?e the imposition. 
atiJ -how huw the inferior WioiIn are produmi. and whv iti. y are i-^l'-mied 
in the dru<T market. Surgeons should be particularly on their guiird, for 
great injury may be indicted by the inhalation of chloric ether of b;ii 
quality — while rarely, if ever, are patienia unfavorably afiected by it if 
pure, and made according to a standard process. 



Cotye of Dr, J, K. Rodtrers's Df i^h.—.X pampliK i. a(Mrc--<-J to the pro- 
fes«ion, has been written by Alex. K. 11 - i k. M.D.,of N". York, detailinij 
R hi-Tnrv of th^ dispose of which the lai«' <i:<tinc'ni'*hi ul a*nd lamented John 
Kt-arney Ko IlT' rs. M D., of New York, died. If the < onirover^y that hts 
been commented, would restore to life a£fain the subjc>n of a mi«!i'>der- 
ftanding between some medical practitioners of New York, it woula be 
worth while to continue it. Dr. Rodgers is dead, and now a gntre qoe^ 
tion is agitated, of what disease did he die? Dr. Hosack, to oor view, 
has given a plain, truthful narrative of the case, which would satisfy aav 
reasonable man ; but probably, in N<'\v York, as every where else, iher^ 
are thosn who arc ncvt-r happy till th»'y have made «ome ho(?y else quite 
misi'raMo. One of thf < (}Vclual methods oi making ironMe amoiig' g'entle- 
men of profesMoiml tiiiinence, is cither directly or indirectly to accuse 
somebody of ignorance, or tin6tness for professional responsibilities. Dr. 
Hosack, we think, has been disturbed very unnecessarily by this mode of 
attack. From all that we can gather in readitii^ the pamphlet, there is do 
evidence that there is any higher attainments of science in one party thaa 
in the other ; nor is it at all probable that Dr. Bodgers would have lec^ 
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vered under the medications of those sage critics, who have it in ibeir 

power to do more mischief with their reports than good wiih their prescrip- 
tions. Confidence in the medical profession is sufficiently shaken, to 
mal\e it incumbent on all well wishers to the respectability of the craft, to 
uphold each other, by counsel and kind offices, instead of Tihfying and 
underrating the qualifications of their neighbors. We care not who may 
dielike the freedom of these remarks, since we are conscious of being in 
the right, -w^A shall avoid no opportunity of rebuking those who deviate 
from that high standard which contemplates the peace and prosperity of 
their brethren in the same responsible pursuits. 

Corslets^ Supporters and. Spinai Apparatus. — A medical gentleman of 
Boston has given notice that he is about declaring hostility against ail 
kindf> of contrivances for staying up weak backs, relaxed abdominal rous* 
cles, falling of the womb, He is convinced that they never were 
worth n farihin?-. nnd to ?hovv that he is in earno^t, he siirnifies his inten- 
tion of coming out with a Ireaiise to put the public on iheir tjuard against 
any of the mechanical contrivance.-^ now in common use. Public opinion 
has been greatly misled if all the ingenious mechanical aids that have 
received the commendations of surgeons, as well as sofierers, are thus 
worthless. If we have all been deceived, and instead of aiding and 
assisting nature, they have defeated her intentions, the sooner the tact is 
ascertained the better for all concerned-— except the instrument makers. 



Presermfion of the Teeth. — Notwithstandini^ the multiplication of denial 
operators, bad teeth are ver^ numerous, and the refinements of civiliza- 
tion increases, instead of diminishing, the diseases of those organs. Books* 
too, abounding in directions for keeping them in a healthful condition, are 
quite plenty; hot the more numerous truly scientific manuals are, from 
responsible sources, the better. John Clough, M.D., of Boston, who ranks 
hiizh as a dentnl operator, lias issued a small treatise, nifirr rsppciolly for the 
use of his putieui-, that evirices thoni^hl, learniniLf and sound discretion. 
Dr. C. pojijiesses llic happy faculty of conveying instruction in a few words. 
A gentleman may carry in his vest pocket Dr. dough's treatise, and reap 
as much benefit irom it as from some quarto volumes. , The book, in our 
day, that has much in a little space, is the book to be read and remem- 
bered, and consequently this will be received not only a pleasant and 
agreeable, but a valuable monitor. Dr. Clough give? his sanction to 
soaps, if we do not misapprehend him, above all other preparations for 
cleaning the teeth. There certainly can be no misunderstanding in regard 
Co the following extract. ** Microscopical examinations showthat the teeth 
of nearly every person are infected with numerous animal and vegetable 
parasites, which cannot be destroyed or removed by the use of ordinary 
tooth powders and washes. These conclusions arc based upon the exami- 
nation of thp matter deposited upon the teeth and gums of more than forty 
individuals, U cied from all classes of societv, and in every variety of 
bodily condiiion; and ni nearly every case.unmial and vegetable parasites 
were discovered in great numbers." The author shows that persons who 
habitually brushed tneir teeth with soap, morning and evening, were free 
from parasites, the undoubted cause of diseased conditions of the gums 
and denudation of the teeth. Mr. Davis has come before the public in a 
favorable moment with his saponnceous dentifrice, and the commuuiiy will 
be as great gainers as the inventor. 
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Radical Cure of Reducible Hernia. — An interesting correspondence hti 
nppf^ared in the papers of Bo^'on hf^ween the committee on hernia of the 
Aincricnn Medical A^'sociation. ami Dr. George Heaion, ot" this city, which 
discloses thai geiiilernan's inleniiou of publishing a volume. For several 
years past Dr. Heaton hat been engaged extensively in the surgical treat- 
ment of berniat and with a degree of success that indicates tlwt there ii 
some improvement at his disposal, superior to the ordinary processes. 
The application therefore by the committee has very properly been made 
to him, nnd we regret that hi'=; ansAver to the question, how a railical cure 
is hrouqlit about, will not be rouiained in ttiuir rrport. Dr. lleaion.on 
refleoiioM, concludes to answer the respectful inquiry through a work dis- 
V tinctly appropriated to the subject, illustrated by a large collection of esses. 

When published, a mort- particular notice of it, and of his mode of opert- 
ting, will be given. 

Ohs/f^tric Rrporf. — Some exirn copies of the infere?iin<:^ report of the 
Comniiltee on Ot^slt-irics, to the American Medical .Association, in Mav 
]ns{, liavc been worked off. The pamphlet is neatly printed, and is pre* 
senied in a convenient form for those who may not have access to die 
large volame which embraces the entire transactions of that learned bodr 
for 1851. 



Mortality for 19-51. — In Salem, Ms., the number of deaths last year 
was 427, including 28 in the Alirishonse. Of tho?n out of the Almsho;:«:\ 
200 were males and 199 females. Eighty w^rp under 1 year. 120 
tween 1 and 10, and 4 over 90. One hundred and eleven were foreigo* 
era and children of foreigners. 

In Marblehead, Ms., among the deaths last year the remarkable drcDin- 
stance occurred of an equality in the sexes — viz, 50 males and 50 females. 
Forty wei'e under 10 years, and 30 over 70 years. 

In Topsfield, Ms., th*^ whole nnmhpr of dnaths was f^ft — 21 female« ami 
J2 males. ent' cn were over 60 year;* ot age, and 8 over 70. Only 8 
were under 5, and none between 5 and 20. 

The whole number of deaths in the town of £ssex« Ms., last year, wis 
45, more than ever occurred there before since the incorporation of ibe 
town. 

Heahh of (he Season at the West. — The health of the past season ha* 
been generally p:ood in the West. Doctors' purses have been growing 
lean, while Hygeia, the goddess of Health, appears to have been libenllr 
dispensing her blesstng^i. In some portions of the West, it is true, cholera, 
that dread scourge of the human family, made its appearance ; and io 
others, dysenteric afl' v ti ^ns have prrvailed, and proved difncult in mniinrc. 
if not taken s^easonably. But fevrr an(i ague, two of the mcst premineiil 
features of malarious iodtK-nc*'. ha-', r*>r '•on^e cau.-^, been scarcely heard! 
ol the past season. The laci is, iliat our nialarioo> fevers appear to be 
every year diminishing in the West, and others of a continued cbaisc' 
tor taking their place. — Wtstern Med. Chirur» {Keokukt Iowa) Jcumd. 

Kentucky State Mnlir d 5?oci«fy.— The transactions of the first annual 

m<^<'iiiinr of this sofi»M\- h ive been received. It appears that a ronvpn»;'>ri 
of the physicians of K •miih k v was held at Franktorl, on tlie first ol Ot if- 
ber ; a committee was appointed to draft a coastituliou for a Slate Society, 
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which \vn^ reported nnd odnpted. An election wns then h(Ai\ for olTicers 
oj the so. ieiy. whereupon the convfuiion adjourned sine die ; and the 
Slate Medicul Society coninienced its Hrst anuuui meeting. Dr. VV. L. 
Suiton, of Georgetown, was chosen President, an honor of which he is 
abandantly worthy. Thus, we have another Diedical oi^nization which 
promises much good to the profession, aod idbv alsm be considered as re« 
suhinfT fronn the org^anizaiion of the American Medicat Association. The 
code of ethics of the Amerii an Medical Association was adopted as the 
code of the society. — Wetttra Lancet, 



Medical Miscdlauy. — A scliool ^irl at Alstead, N. H., 17 years of age, 
is said to Weigh 4-50 pounds. — Mp>>is. Siriiij,'^er k. Tuvvn.sond, of New 
York, publishers, direct the attention of the utcdical profession to the pro- 
fipectos of Bratthwaite's Retrospect. It is so very cheap that every 
student may have it.^Dr. H. A. Ramsay is calling upon the members of 
the American Medical Association touching the old quarrel with Dr. 
R 'berlson. According to the circular, the misunderstanding is not made 
up ; it is still ru^ cipen wound, to be probed as each has leisure or inclina- 
iiof). — Preparaiioiis are makin<j fnr askinjr of the Lejrislalure the grant of 
a sum of money lor the Female Aledicul College of Boston. — In the case of 
Amherst College, it was understood thai if a charter were given, which 
was procured hy a mighty exertion, the institution should never ask or 
expect pecuniary assistance of the Commonwealth. A few years after, 
the college obtained $25,000 ! — Varioloid has appeared at Westerly, R. I. 
—In Greenfield, Mass?, in 1S51, 36 persons died. — C. D Griswold, M D., 
has published, in a pamphlet, a chapter on the climate of Panama, and its 
effects on heailh. — Several publications have been propos^ed, which may 
soon be expected from the Philadelphia and New York press. — In regard 
to the inquiry, what is thought of the repuhltcation of Kicord, we would 
ny that we have had no means of ascertaining the public sentiment in 
regard to the work. — ^The Washington, D. C, Report of the Board of 
Health has been received. Its accuracy, and suggestions in rei:nrd to 
n(p;iv.nrf»« for the preservation of the public health, are admirable. — There 
are ?9o7 piiy^icians in Russia, havitit^ a ri^^ht to practice. — Parliament 
iias given $650,000 to purchase a new cemetery in the neiR^hborhiHi l of 
Loudon. — The medical profession is becoming very much reduceii in 
Paris. There have been too many, in past times, for the success of the 
whole.— A new Journal is about to be issued in New York, under the 
auspices of the New York ColIeLre of Pharmacy, to be edited by Dr. Benj. 
VV. M'Gready, Prof, of Materia Medicaand Pharmacy in that institution. — 
The number of deaths in B )ston. last week, was 20 less than the weekly 
average for January the two previous years. 



Dieu,— la Towu^ood, Mass., Dr. Hennr A. Gerry, QA.—hx Sberburae, Msu.. Oliver £ver«t^ 
M.D., 9A^k\ Newbury, Hsm. Dr. Msnh J. Lyimui, 85. 



D' ltlu in //».(<oN— for I he week ending Saturday noon, Jan. lOth.iO.— M«leH,24— feiiiale>i,26L 
Accideiiial, 1 — disesse of bowels, 1— infiammation nf hnurlx, I — diseaae of brain, I— bars, I— 
eaoaninptioti, 4-.eoiiTiilpionn. 8 ■ ' c ro up, 4— <Uss(>oi>««ia, I— <lrDpsy, I— dropny of ike bnun, 9— ^ 
>>phus {'ever, 2— typhoid fr , 1— scarlet fever, 2— hooping rough, 2 — di!»ea!>e of heart, 2— iiitcni' 
perauce, 1 — iufanlib, 3— iatlninination of the iungs, (>— inara«niu«, 1— old age, 1 — palsy, 1— poer> 
peral, l.i««niftllpox, 1— teellritif^, S-HwknowD, i. 

Uii'l.T 5 year*, 26— ?»etwrcii 5 aii<l iO yearH, 2— Selwefii iit'f 10 yeer«, 9— '^'«"t"*'*'ri 40 
and ') i ye.«rs, 5— over GO years, 7. American^ 18 j foreigueri* aud claldreil of Inrcigiienii, 31. 
Tie abofu inelodM 3 deadu «f tin City loslHuiions. 
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Simple Method of Preserving Extracts of Vegetable Juices. — By M. 
Stanisijis Mabtin.— -The author had previously recororoended to natural* 
ists, who wished to preserve the juices of plantSt to conceotraie the watery 
part rapidly by miiing them with sand or powdered glat8,and thas expos, 
in^ a large surface to the air. This proceeding suggested another, «bick 
is more simple, more expeditious, and more portable for a traveller. 

it con>-l??!s ill bruising the plant, expressinn; the juiro. soaking in it 
fabrics ot linen hemp or cotton, and then drying them by exposure to 
the air. 

As 9oon as the cloth dries it is to be moistened again with the jaieti 

and again hunqf up to drvi and this is repeated till the cloth becomes some- 
what hard. He has found that a square metre (1 yard 3 inches) can 
iiiibiho a kiloi^rarnme (2 lbs. S oz Troy) of active matter, which is niSR 
lh;in Milli MiMii (or a cheinical analysis. 

Cioiiis, covered with vegetable extract, are generally hygromelric,— it ii 
therefore proper to preserve them in boules or boxes, which are air-tighu 
— BuUetiu de THrapeutigue, 15tb September, 1851. 



On Scutellaria Lateriflora in Tie Douloureux, — By William Stablii, 
of Alexandria, Virginia. — About 25 years ago my wife had qtiite a seiere 
attack of tic douloureux on one side of her face, and as the scullcap ba4 
been a good deal spoken of as a remedy for hydrophobia, I determined to 

try it in this cn«e, supposing its influence to bo »>xor'ed on the nerw!'* 
system. By the use of two or three pint? of infusion, made with an ounce 
of the herb to a pint of boiling water and taken in doses of a wine-glassful 
three or four limes a day, the disease appeared to be entirely relieved: ia 
the course of a week or ten days, however, it returned, when the scalkif 
infusion was again resorted to, and continued several weeks, after wfaidi 
there was no return of the disease on that side. A few years after this 
period, my patient was attacked on the other side of her face, but the dili- 
gent use of th« sctitellaria, as before, soon relieved her, and she has, eTsr 
since, remaineii iree from that painful disease. 

I have advised this remedy in other cases of tic douloureux, and it has bad 
equal success in some, while in others it has failed. I have also given it 
in cases of tremor, from the abuse of alcoholic drink, with happy effect, 
and in one case of great depression of spirits produced by dvspepsia. h 
to the after effect of thi-* n'Tviti'^. my ob«?ervation corresponds with that of 
Dr. Cleaveland. — Amerimu Jonrnal of Pharniary. 



A New Mt thod (if prejiaring Poiodcrs for Use in Mcdiri?te. — Wittke, 
of ICrfurt, reeommonds a new and very useful form of powder. TiiiciurcS 
as is well known, generally possess the moat active properties of the drugs 
from which they are prepared, but the amount of spirit they contain oftea 
renders their employment inadvisable. Wittke, therefore, mixes ttnctuie 
of hellebore, of cinchona, &c., with an equal quantity of sugar, evaporates 
to dryness, and powders the residuum. In this manner, he surrecd? in 
conceniratiiii;. in a very small bulk, the active portion of a very large 
quantity of the drug, and he prescribes the powder as sacoharized cinchona, 
&c. These preparations bear some analogy to conserves, over which, 
however, they have a great advautage, in being free from mucilage. vege« 
table albumen, and other inert matters. — Viertdjahrtehrift fir dU jrnh 
tueke HeUkunde^ 1851. Band, 3 Analekton^ S* 14. 
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ON OVARIAN IftRITATION. 

BT FLBETWOOD CHURCHILL, M.O., T.C.B. AND E.; AND M.R.I. A. 

Che following description relates to Vk afTection which, although veiy^ 
miimoa^ » but little noticed in books* This has probably arisen fcom, 
ts having been placed anions the symptoms of other diseases, although 

i is quite distinguishable from them. 

It re.seinbles most clo«;ply the disease described by Dr. Tilt under the 
lanie of sub-acute ovaritis ; but the cases I have seen have led me tp 
liffer from that very intelligent writer, and to conciucie that the affec- 
ion to which I refer is not inflammatory. I have, therefore, preferred 
he term ovarian irritalian, 

1 have met wiih ii in women of all ajjas between the commencement 
nd cessation of luen.-^trualion, so ihal I ilo not liiink a^^e has much in^ 
kience in the production of th§ disease ; but 1 am quite certain that it 
I incist (requent in wom«*n of a detteate, narfouB tfimperameiit, tbougli 
>y no means confined to them. , 

The chief characlerisiic symptom k an uneasiness, amounting ip thft 
^ter Dumber of cases to pain, and in some cases to very severe pain, 
me or both iliac or inguinnl regions, but most frequentljr in the left, which 
^rof. Simpsoo seenus to think is owing to the propinquity of the left ovary 
p the rectum, and the exposure to any irritat»n thence arising. Tliis paio 
nay be a constant dull aching, or it may be acute and occurring in )»• 
oxysms ; it is greatly agirravated by standing, and generally by walk- 
1^ : indeed, ia the severer cases, I have known the patient qMUe ynable 
0 walk. 

There is i,ent5rally some complaint of fulness about the iliac regioa, 
•ui lUHin careful exafiimatioii 1 have rarelv been able to satisfy rnvself 
hat this was more ll»an a sensation ; 1 certainly never fell anyiliing 
ke a distinct tumor. There is, ijowever, always con^erable tenderness, 
/hich in some cases is extreme to the slightest touch. When the irriti^- 
bn is great, it may be extended to the Uadder, giving rise to a desip« tf^ 
«ac«ate its conienis fi^ueotly, and causing great pain in dping so. 
lysumoal paroxysms ai^e by no meana upirequM* m two of tjie fiNMl 
'loleni eases of hysteria that I bave ansn lor mmm timia, there wap e^r^ 
reme tenderness of the legioo of th9 M omy, imPMI pmUNi tfejara af) 
Tavated the bystarir^^I p««ysqi. 
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If we iii ikr a v;i^iiial or ri-< tal cxainmaiiot), we shall most freqiit^Tsilv 
dl*5( ov('r tioibiii'? uiuiNii il, iieitiier lifal nor Icndeme**? nor «:wrl!m- : .11 a 
ff^v ca^t'^, however. 1 havi^ fotind llial inovlusi iht; uterus hitt-rallv rau-^^d 
unea«iiit ^-; m ihe side atlcctrd. W h«Mi speakin*; o( a reci d t'xaiiuiiaSiOQ 
iu Mib-acuie ovaritis, Dr. 'IMl rftnarks. ihat the ovaries are tuore or ie« 
painful on presi>ure, and iliul liie) «irtj Iroin iwict* lo four tiatt^ tbdr 
origintl aise. This 1 have not Ibund in the afTeciion now unikr c^uiside- 
rttion, and it constitutes one reason lor my iloubting that it is the aaoR 
dfcease as that described by Dr. Tilt. 

These are the j|)rinoipal local and dinct symptoms I have obaerted; 
they vary much in degree, and are in some cases so inleoae as to le* 
semble an attack of acute ovaritis. They dilferalso more or less acrai4> 
int; to the circumstances in which the attack occurs; and in order la 
elucidate this point, I shall briefly enumerate the circumstances 

1. In patients who sufler occaVtoiiaily from anienorrhiEa, it '\< not nn- 
comnjon to find ovnrinn irritation at these periods, and not alto^Hhef 
confined lo iheni, Whrtin r tlie ovarian irritanon he the r:^r?s** of ihe 
suppression ol tlie caiainenin. or mrn ly a ^vmpfom, is a i|0' -!inn rioC 
easily decided. In many case's I tiimk it is j)roljii!>'v fh<» prunary adec- 
tion, but in some others it app- ar-i to l>»* lite result ol the antenorrlKPa. 
The sufTerin? i< nlim (^nn-.id. i ai.lc, nnd luav be prolon'jed tmtil the next 
catamenial evacuaUoti : il thai be lull and free, the paui artd lejiderocsi 
generally disappear. 

2. U|XNi the sudden suppression of mea^tntatron, it is not tintmal fir 
the ovaries to be almost instantly affected, either by the (bmi of dr««9» 
1 have described, or by an acute inflanimatory attack, which rs nnire tare. 

3. In dysmenorrh<Ea there is more or less ovarian irriistion. If we 
examine the patient minut«*ly a^ to the scat of the pain durinir the pe- 
riod, we sliall 6nd that it is principally in the re«(ion of one or both ova- 
ries, and often accompanied hy tpnd«Tnes< on pressure. In the innV>r -y 
of these cases I am inclined to think tliat the ovaries are s«*cocidariHr 

aifert«M|. 

4. in menorrha^ia. th* ovaries mav appan'ntiv pn^^erve iheir Int-^j- 
ritv for a lonir titn«' ; hut if tin* attacks hv frrf^nent. 1 fnv»^ I'^nerr? 'v 
fctniid lluit tiiese ut L'^Hi^. otie or iMtt.'i. heromt* ati«H (« d. .ifid (hal the imlt- 
tion Ir* tjtienllv rDniimies Ion;; afli r flu* discharge has t ea>e<l. 

5. 1 liavr icp<>att dlv seen (i\ ,ii ':ui irritation acroiiipany rorir-^TJ^n 
and ero<i.ion ul liic cervix uteri, but it nM»<:t (n-quenlly cf)ines on ad^rtHf 
latter disease has persisted f^r ?«(»rne lime, or afti-r it is nrarlv or rtirte 
cured. The ovarian irritation, Ijowever, in these cases, verj sooo 
wbsides. 

6. 1 have already mentioned its occurrence in hysteria, both wb<*n ikr 
latter is evidently dependent upon caumenial disturbance, and when the 
periodical discharge is quite correct. 

7. In some few cases I have reco<:ni'zed ovarian tnilation m ca«e$ 
where the uterine and ovarian monthly functions were apfNiffeirtly arce- 
rately performed, but the patients were of a liighly nervous tempefS- 
ment, in delicate health, and without orfsprini;. 

These various classes include, I think, all or neaHy all the examples 
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of the disease which iinve come under my oijscrvntion. In many caset 

it requires care to separate the ovarian syniploins froin tlin^c cnii«pd by 
the concurrent clisea<.\ \n\l in nihcr iii'if nnr«"^ this di'«tmction is quite ob- 
vious. When uii{ ()m|)!it'ale(l, ihi* (lisorder lait iy L'ivcs rise to any gene- 
ral or co'.i^litLiiioiial sympioins. M;mv of the suhj -ris- of il nre delicate 
and weak, and oi coui^e this atiark keeps iheru so ; luti oKhnartly the 
ntdse is not tjuickcned by il, nin! then' is ueilher lieat of skin nor lliirst. 
The appelile is seldom ;;(K)cI, hut il is not woi-se than usual, and liie 
bowels aie i;encrally irregular. 1 have examined the urinary secretion, 
and have repeatedly Ibund it scanty, acid, and occasionally mixed wlih 
mucus. 

As lo the pathology of this affection, there are several points of coth 
siderable interesti 1 think we can entertain no douht that the ovaricsy 

one or both, are the seat of the irritation ; the peculiar and fixed Ideality 
of the pain, and its frequent connection with the ovarian functioii of 
menstruation, ali confirm this view. But the next question is more difi»» 
cult to decide positively, viz., is the disorder an inflannnaiory affection of 
the ovaries, either acute or sub-acute? The disease described by Dr. 
Tilt certaiidy presents characteristics of inHammation, which I have 
never observed in the pn^^etu disorder. The nh'-ence of lumeractioQ 
iieially, and of a distinct lumor always, the ne^iative results of an exa*- 
iiunaiion per v(i<rii\am and ptr rtctum. tlie intermiltin^ and paroxysmal 
character of the attack, tiu' ;il)>ence of all the ordinary restdis oi' inHam- 
niaiioii (as abscess, accumulaiiou of fluid, t^c), even in the severer 
cases, and the success of a certain line of treatment, are all, to my mind, 
very strong arguments* for the non-intlamtnatory nature of the disease. 
In most of these particulars, it diffisn from the sub-acute ovaritis of Dr» 
Til^. I have certainly seen some cases in which the point seemed 
doiibifal, and it is probable that the one form of disease may, under 
certain circumstances, merge in the other ; but I cannot resist the cod* 
viction, that the aflfection 1 have described is essentially neuralgic, and 
not inflammatory. 

Again, it may be asked, is this ovarian irritation the cause of the men* 
strual disorder, or its effect, or n>erely a concomitant symptom ? No one 
acquainted with the present slale of ovarian physiolo^^y could deny that 
the integrity of the menstrual funclion must be largely influenced by the 
roiidiiion of the ovatles. If ihis ovarian irritation always preceded the 
catauienial period, 1 should be uk iMJed lo atirihuie to il the subsequent 
di<tres-?; and in many cases il appeared lo \m% that I could so trace it as 
the chief cause. But, in some cases, the ovarian irritation disiinclly fol- 
lowed the menstrual disturbance, or came on towards the terminaiion 
of the montldy period ; and lastly, in other cases, the irritation existed 
with no catameoial derangement at all. Without doubting, therefore, 
that ovarian irritntion may disturb the menstrual functions in varbus ways, 
I cannot agree with those who think that it invariably does so, nor yet 
\vith those who are inclined lo attribute all menstrual disorders to devia« 
tions from the normal condition of the ovaries. 

I need not occupy time by enumerating many causes for its production ; 
tU those which act upon either the uterus or ovary and disturb their 
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functions, may be considered as causes of ovarian irritation, and toKiii; 
Aese the most fref|ttent, probably, is cold. 

I believe that, in many cases, excess in sexual intercoufie bis gifa 

rise to it ; and I am also inclined to think, that in a few cases I hare 
known it on<:inate from fhe entire deprivation of that "^ttmulu?. For 
8om«' valii remarks upon this subject I shall refer my readers to Dr. 
Till s excellent work on Diseases of Menstruation. All that he 
upon this point is» I tbiok, equally applicable to ovaritis and onma 
irritation. 

The circumstances under which the attack occurs, I mean its relitioQ 
to the menstrual functions, the symptoms, and the peculiar locality of ik 
pain, render the diaffnom tolerably easy m moat cases. It aiay,ca. 
tainly, be mistaken lor intestinal irritatioo ; hot, in general, theie are do 
^other symptoms than the pain to justify soch an opinion. The bmtb, 
even if irregular, are free from irritability. 

It will, however, re<^ire a little more trouble to render H eeitiiollnt 
there is not acute ovaniis, which the tenderness might lead us to suspect 
Bnt this tendernf*<5s h ^-enernJhj much greater than that resulun^ fry% 
inflammation ; it is a kmd of nervous tenderness which sluiiiks frtmi the 
Weight of a fin^f^r as nmch as from severe pressure. Moreover, in acute 
Ovaritis, the orj^an is always swollen and enlart'ed, and it can geneniij 
be fell distinctly to be so by an iiUernai examination. 

In phlegmotjotts inrtainniation of the uterine aj)j>endagesj or pekic 
abscess, as it has been termed, the hard and painful turoefactioa b quiie 
plain at the brim of the pelvis, and, tberelbfe, it eatioot easily be oi» 
founded with the present disorder. 

I shall not enter at length tnio detaib of the htaimeni of this d» 
ease, inasmuch as I have only my own experience to which I can refer. 
Tlie choice of remedies will be governed, to a certain extent, bj Ihe 

teshh, strength, and state of constitution of our patient. With stroD^, 
ealihy women I have tried leeches to the ovarian regTon, with some 
benefit but not complete success, nor in all cases : from six to twel»t 
fnay !)e ap|)lied at onre, and repeated, if m^cessary, after an interraL 
Poultices after the leecliini]; are of use ; find, inHpeH. when no leeches 
have been applied, 1 have seen much roii^foii and n lif f derived from re* 
|>eated poulticing. With delicate women, and ihcy are frequently iht 
subjects of this disease, bleeding in any form has appeared to me rather 
iojurioits thart beneHeitl. 

I have tried the repeated applicatioii of small bKsteis with better »> 
ittlls than leeching. The imtation of the surface certainly reliefes ite 
pRin in many cases, and, if continued, may finally cure it ; but I nal 
confess 1 have seen it fail repeatedly. 

Anodyne liniments and anodyne plasteis (occasionally seem to afini 
. relief, but they are often of little oT 00 use; 1 tried anodyne eneonli 
teveral time*? with partial success. 

In two or three cases I u«;ed the tincture of aconite, applied liberally io 
the iliac region, but 1 confess the result disappointed the expectations I 
had formed. 

Having lailed in afibrding any relief in two or three obstinate cases, I 
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deternuiied to try the effect of opium applied to the upper part of the 
n^nhl surface. I accordingly ordered some belb or pessaries to be 
made, somewbat ia the mode of Dr. S^nlpson^s medicated pessaries^ each 
ball to contain two grains of opium, half a drachm of white wax, and • 
drachm and a half of lard. The whole, wlien mixed togeilier, fonned 
a ball about the site of a large marble, and I placed it at the upper end 
of the vagina by raean<? of llie speculum, leavmg the patient in bed for 
the rest of the day. The success waa (juitc beyond my expectation ; 
the relief was vf>ry ^pfpdy, and in most instances complete. Even 
when the pain did return altt i a few days, a second apphcation removed 
it. The tenderness disappeared with the pain, aod no unpleasant con- 
sequences have residled in any instance. 

I have now tried this remedy in a considerable number of cases, and 
with almost invariable success. 1 have rarely found ii necessary to bleed 
or blister since I first adopted this plan ; and I recommend it, with con- 
siderable confidence, to the profession. I may add that I have tried 
these pessaries in cases of dysmenorrlKea, applying one the day befoie 
the cataroenia were expected, with decided benefit. 

Jt is baldly necessary to say that, in this disease, the bowels tbould 
ren;idated, and gently fi-eed by medicine when necessary. If the appe- 
tite is bad, vegetable bitters may be given, and I have generally found 
it useful to combiae some aikali with them,— Quorfedjy Joinmal 
of Mtdieal iSnsnee. 

a ' ' , , ~m 

OM THfi AECIPaOCAL A6e|liCi£8 OF MIDiD AliO MAlTfiH. 

(CSondndtd from page 4TSi) 

[n descanting on the general nature of insanity, I have hitherto confined 
iiyself to those forms which principally come under our notice. 

*' Proxima delude teuent iooe»U ioca, qui sibi moriem 
InsonUMi pepercre mana— liie«iii|iw pcmi 
Pngecen wiiiiiu 1 " 

find as this is a class of patients whose melancholy exit implants a 
iever-dyin<^ horror of the tiisease, vibrating remotely on surviving rela- 
ives and friends, I cannot quit my subject without a few passing nimarks 
)n so distressing, but, alas! so connaon an attendani. Amongst the 
Greeks, but still more amonL;5t the Romans, suicide was. under certain 
;ircumstance8, not i)pld in horror, but in high estimation, and was pre- 
erred to slavery or subjection, or the epithet of *' nobile " would never 
lave been added to t!ie " lethum Caionis." 

In Ffance, ii is coui para lively little thought of, and though the Eng* 
ish are often stigmatized with the propensity, it is far more rile with our. 
jallic neighbois than with us. The instances and the promoting causes 
ire many and various, and occasionally the deed is done without any 
p parent incentive. The emotions consequent oa a feveneof fortune 
nay perhaps be considered as the principal ; nor, when we admit that 
)ven the gpoundless apprehension or it operates as a fearful cause of, and 
uresents a not uneommoD feature in the malady before us, can we wonder 
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nt ilir rc-iilt of tlir -nfldrdinir reality. It springs alike from sudden iinpni^ 
fiiifl iVoi;) loni; pii'iiu ililaiion. It occurs tiniiiiir clcliiiuia and niajiia, and 
follow s on tl»f dcjHcssion and anxiety rcspccliii^ fulunty in cases of me- 
lanclioliit. Sirani;(? as it may seem, such persons w ho are goaded to 
madness by the delusive anticipation of pain and hell, nish into its veij 
jRws by tlie |)t'ipeiiaiioi) of a criitie which we are taught would subject 
them lo the eternal jninislimeiit they dread ! It reminds us of the des- 
peration |iortrayed hy Byron in a sliipwreck. 

" 'riifii ro^o from st^a lo sky tlif w il<l fnrcwoll, 
Then !<hr <'k'<i th*' limKi, aixl ^loorl still ihc l>rave, 
Aitd mme leap'd overtxtard with furiotM yeli, 
Ai enger lo aitieipatf (heir i^ruve ! " 

Sonv^ ^«'ck i( simply as a terminaiion of eimui, of f!nti<My of life and of 
llie extiau'-iion of all its pleasures ; some from remorse aiit! sell-rejimach, 
from chu;;rin and disappointment, from blasted prospects and from blight- 
ed lio[ms, 

" glad fo be hurled 
Anywhera— aoywhere out of the worid," 

and owinff *to an iinpresskin that the act is almost tmoHarMe (mm in- 
sanity, n verdic^t to that eflect is mostly rpcorded. Could tbissuddca 
impetus have been foreseen, or this matured determination been disco* 
veied, there ts no doubt that it mtvht often hare been presented. A 
brisk cathartic, or a soothini; anodyne, or a calm inierposiiion of coasih 
lation or remonstrance, roi»;hi have at once dispelled the visionary hor- 
ror which prevailed over their clouded reason ; but (as I observed in 
my precedinflf lecture) the impulse comes ii|ion them in the stillness of 
niglif when the victim first awakes to a magnified view of his nnhHppy 
condition, and when solitude ftrnr^ the perpetration. The dreid of 
poverty or fear of future damnation is incotnpalilde with life, and drives 
them on to a madness which no influence of ))rinciple can restrain — no 
regard to consctjueuces can withhold. Occasionally it has resulted from 
a sort of fascination. Such persons are unable to look down from an 
eminence or a precipice without an impulse to throw ihemsdires from tbs 
top of it ; they have. been known lo Request that razors may be taken 
from their possession, so distressing was the desire to avatl theraselfes 
of the opportunity or the instrument ; and (he Monument has now been 
railed in, lo preclude the possibility of such an unaccountable propen^iry, 
for it can arise from no process of reasoninij. It may be partly physical, 
afTi'cting the circulation of the brain, \\ hich is a reasonable dednrrion 
from the arcompanyin2 verttuo ; or It may arise from a peculiarly in^h 
su-repiiliility , wiili extreme \\e;iknes>^ of the nervous ':v'=f"fii. Tlui^ ue 
find >udd«*n precipitation oerur in nei voiis fevers aiul in deliniuii ireiums. 
Most frequently, some form of partial insanity is the principal or con- 
curriui^ cause. 

In many instances of suicide the influence of hereditay predis|)o<iiioa 
is fully established. Dr. Gall asserted that he observed it in sevml 
successive generations, and M. Palret considers it to be more intimately 
dependent on hereditary predisposition than any other form of insanity, 
especially in cases of melancholia. The seasons are by many supposed 
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to operate, or at least to exercise a partial influence ; and the gloomy 
month of November has had this imputation cast upon it. The census, 
however, leans to tlie warmer mmitbs, and the instances are foimd to 
predominate when tlie ihemiomeler ranges above 70°. A warm and 
moist atmosphere is found to depress the energies of the nervous system, 
connected possibly with the condition of eleetneitv in the air, and de- 
prp^^in^r the spirits; but these are very in^i^iulicant reasons for such an 
ini] Mil I.', and we must lax liiose to wljich I hnve already alluded. That 
tile (ie^'d is not hy any means confined to p< r-oiis of weak mind is ex- 
tensively proved wiien we retiect oti those who have committed it ; on 
the contrary, it may be easily traced in such cases to vascular plethora 
in an orijan which has been overstrained in its intellectual occu)>ation ; 
engaged most deeply and responsibly in political and financial meaaures, 
in the nianaj^enient of public business or nei^otiafions, by which the 
equilibrium of the circulation has been disturbtKl ; inducing nervousness, 
headache, irritability, and other manifestations almost amounting to de- 
lirium. In cases such as this, an appropriate medical treatment, with 
rest Imth of body and mind, would most probably prevent such a con- 
tingency ; and it ts the duty of relations to watch the manifestations of 
those chan<ies in the feelings and disposition which may oflen be ob- 
servable, and which generally precede the act. Conmion sense will 
poitit out the means to be adopted ; and the n«ual derivatives from the 
brain, such as local abstraction of bl(K)d. coolinji saline pur^'ntives, cold 
water, or eva[>oralniu; lotions to the head, pcdiliivia, exercise in the open 
air, and in some cases (that is to say, where the brain may suffer fiom 
want of lone) ihe judicious exhibition of morphia or heidiane should 
be resorted lo, in addition to rest fmm those labors, or removal (w here 
practicable) of those causes to which tiie phenomena may be reieruble 
or referred. 

Where innate and connate idiocy has, from its hopelessness, no fur- 
ther demand on those who are blessed with reason than their mere com- 
miseration, or their Samaritan care, I have nothing to offer beyond the 
blended breathings of my sympathy with others. In this state, the 
moral, the intellectual, and the reflecting manifestations are in some 
nearly, in others entirely, deficient ; in some, the instinctive emotions are 
apparently unfelt or undeveloped— they form the humiliating link of hu- 
man with animal creation, cvincin*^ nothing but brutal propensities and 
iinronirolled desires — they are rachitic or scrofulous, epileptic or pa- 
ra Ivtic — and their melancholy stale is consequent on unalterable physi- 
cal dis()r<4;ini'/ation. Their faces and features are as dest'!ti!e of expres- 
sion a«; thoiuih their resi)iratorv nerves were absent or destroved : their 
mouths are prapini; and perpetually drivelling', aud they, to ad api»ear- 
ance, are deacl to perception, emotion, or ideas. L#ord Carlisle has 
very recently, how(>ver, in a public meetinsj convened for erecting a 
hospital lor idiots, depicted their condition in langviage so replete with 
an eloquence which my humble ability would in vain attempt, that, in- 
asmuch as tt is too appropriate to require any apology fon introducing it, 
and too ilUistradve of the subject to sanction its omission, 1 will proceed 
to quote it 
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" Yet, upon reflection, few descriptions of persons can be conceived 
more prititUnl to our generous synipalhy and our active assistance. 
Without beinn invested wilh tlie more solemn and picfuri -ijue drajHtf/ 
of tragic dignity, ihey are exposed, perhaps beyond dll uiiu r--, to tbe 
cold neglect, the coarse jibes, the bnilal inernmenL of a callous and 
unfeeling world ; they are the butt and scarecrow of the village giees, 
often tlw drudge aent out from the domestic hearlb. Take it that the/ 
rnadt widk Doili-treatment — ^tliAt 00 aggravation of cruelty or scorn embit- 
ters their bard lot— 087, that family decencies and family ai&ctiooa gaiber 
round them, guide their peth and smooth their pillow': yet what a file 
of negatives is theire at best I Nature spreads io vain her witchery of 
boas, her golden sunse|s,.and her starry finnaments ! To their untutor- 
ed ears music has no melody \ lo their stagnant minds literature, and 
science, and art, and the sacred muse, utter no varied voice ! To their 
tuft^id souls devotion |)oints no Gtxi ! Too often, though dcnd to plea- 
sure and to virtue, they exercise powers of niischief and ;miiov cmce, and 
though we must believe and \\o\\c \\wy are wilboul tbe respousibihties 
of crime, they yet incur all its dogradauou. 

** The instantaneous cure, ilie entire change of the possessed mind, 
were only tbe work of Him whose voice the daemons heard, and at once 
oame out." Bilt,'* he continues, there is reason to believe that 
much may bp done — that positive advances may be made— that, by ju- 
diciotisly administering to the rei]uiremenis boih of the physical and 
moral organisatioa (intimately connected and interlaced as they fre- 
quently are with each other), orderly habits, steady employment, ratiooal 
taaies, kindly feeling, just sensibilities of tlie auctions and the coo- 
science, the sense of right and wron^, the fear and love of God, may 
be introduced and fostered, and developed into all their multiplied and 
goodly results ; so that, in hict. in the be«t iiT^tnnces, the idiot may be 
converted into a decent and creditable uieiDlu i ul society : in ilie worst. 
his existence may be surrounded wiili an atmosphere of coink>r( aini of 
tendciutss." 

But enough 1 1 hope tiiat I have advanced sufficient to givj a general 
outline of my views of insanity, and an abstract of tbe proper manage- 
ment of its subjects ; and more than this is scarcely to be expected 
in the narrow umils of time assigned to a Lumleian lecture. I have 
dwelt nther on those divblons of it which are more susceptible of cure, 
than on the lamentable oondiiious in which this happy termination ii 
either ikr less, or hitherto altogether beyond the rencl) of mediciDe or 
management. Would that the third division (by which I 111 e;m de» 
mentia, ffituity and idiocy), were equally under our control 1 Where, 
however, it has supervened on that disor^^anizntion wfiich is incompatible 
will) reason and intellet:turd rmn'iion, he it from age. or be it frmn di-;- 
ease, I fear that little must be ex|mcted. and that little can be done. 
Let us ho^>e, however, that these cheering anticipations may uhimately 
be realized ; that the general diffusion of sentiments so strong, clothed 
as I bey are in the drapery of so much eloquence and so uiucii beauty, 
inaj be tlm ibeam of eaiending the blessing of recovery to those who 
may at present be considered beyond its pale. Would that I bad ibs 
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capability of enhancingr such a blessing either in person or in purse. I 
can add nothing to language so powerful and so refined. I have not 
tbe matter which can contribute more to what little i:) already known 
in cases of such a chancter ; neither have I the talent or ability which 
can justify my trespasamg at greater length on yoar time and your at- 
tention, f thank you most cordially for the patience which you have 
manifested in listening to what 1 have offered during the lectures which 
1 have had the honor of delivering : and as this is (as I premised) my 
maiden appearance in the character of a lecturer, 1 must rely on your 
kiodness to excuse the myriad imperfeciions in which 1 grieve to ac« 
knowledge they abound.-^Iiomion Medical OazetU. 



OH TIIC PURIFICATION AND PROPRRTIKS OP CHLOROFORM. 

* 

[Mention was made, in last week's Journal, of the exbtence of impure 
chloroform in the market, and of its had e^ts. Dr. Wm. Gregory, of 
Edinburgh, has given the results of his experiments and observations, 
assisted by Mr. Alexander Kemp, and has pointed out a method of pu- 
rifying it, a knowledge of which may be of use to physicians as well as 
dealers in the article. The specific gravity of pure chloroform he States 
to be 1.500 at 60°. Up to 1849, 1.480 was considered the speci66 
gravity of the best. After alluding lo the fact that chloroform is gene- 
rally |)iirified by the action of sulphuric acid, which mostly destroys the 
oils, a part of the sulphuric beini^ reduced to sulphurous acid, and that 
to remove this a distillation with liuie or carbonate of baryta is ejupioy- 
ed, lie states the tests which have been nsed lo ascertain its ()uriiy. 
One is, tbe agitation of ciiloroforrn with pure sulphuric acid, of full den- 
sity, which is changed to yellow or brown if auy oils remain, pure chio- 
rofonn giving no color to the acid. Another test, aiui a delicate one, is 
tbe odor of the oils, which is detected when chlorofonn is evaporated 
on the hand or a handkerchief, the oils being left behind*- He then de- 
scribes the method alluded to of purifying chlorolbrm, whkih be and 
Mr. Kemp have employed. — ^Eo.] 

The chloroform having been tested as above, and found more or less 
impure, is to be agitated with sulphuric acid (half its volume will bo 
sufficient), and alhwed to remain in contact with the acid, of coursa 
in a clean, dry, stoppered bottle, and with occasionai agiiaitM till the 
acid no longer becomes darker in color. As long as tbe action is in« 
complete, there will be seen, after rest, at the line of contact, a darker 
ring. When this no longer appears, the chloroform may be drawn off, 
and for greater security once more acted upon by a quarter of its volutne 
of the acid, which should now remain colorless. It is now once more 
to be drawn ofT and in n dry, stoppered bottle mixed with a little pow- 
dered peroxide of rnaiVL^auese. with which it is gently agitated, and left 
in contact until the odor of sulphurous arid is entirely destroyed, and the 
chloroform has acquired a mild, agreeable fruity odor. It has then only 
to be poured off into a proper j)hial. It will now leave no disagreea- 
ble odor when evaporated on the hand. [If tbe commercial cbloro- 
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form, after having been frequentfy weU ihaken, and left for $ome Hm 
tn contact with the actd, has given to it only a moderate tinge of colors 
it is probable that it may be completely puri6ed by the 6rst process. 
To ascfTtaiii this, test a fresh portion in a tube with fresh acid, shaking 
veil and allowinj^ it to stand some time* If it do not color ifie acid at 
all, then the wliole chlorofomi has only to be finally puriiied 1)y 
oxide of manganese. If the acid become colored in the iesi-iid>e, it 
will as well to ar t on the whole chloroform a second time, with f > «h 
acid, til! it stamis the lest. Mr. Kemp Im?? obstrvt'tl, in repeatiiii; ims 
pnxv'ss foi- me, tilt.' verv nirions fact, that a^ soon as the action i» coia- 
plc'tf, aiul the oily iiii|)iiiiiifi> are deslrovfd, but iiol soon»T. tlie cldoro- 
form lesjed with the acitl in a tube, exhibits a slronulv convex surface 
downwards, where it rests on the pure acid, or, what is the same thing, 
the acid becomes concave at its upper surface. The small trace of im- 

Jturity, not siiflici<>nt to affect the density of the chlorofonn, we bare 
bund to rt>iider the line of junction horizontal. It is probable that this 
niay become a valuable test of llie perfect purity of chloiofonn ; bat 
we sh all not say njore on this subject until we have thoroughly exa- 
mined it.] This process requires no apparatus be\ond a few stoppered 
Ijoilles and a pipeiie, if \vc wish to draw off the whole ch'f rnform with* 
ont loss, nliliodi^h n<*atly tht; wholivniav be sin»ply |)ourr(l oli. The use 
of the o\idi' of triniTjaiR'sc is due to Mr. K'Mtip ; and on the large scale 
the c'llorofonii may be filtered tlironL;li a c\ Tiiider full of It. In this 
final [Mnification of coniiupicinl rlilomNimi. no (list illation i*^ n«*crvvary. 
Inilffd. no hciidcation is re(juired at all, il it be well washed wuii water 
b('lt)re nsiuii ''m' acid. 

[In conm-ction with the above, we arc happy to lay before our rend- 
ers tlu' (ol ow ititx rcniaiks, kindly forwarded to us by A. A. flays, Esq., 
th«' u« li-knouti ( ti' mist, the same »iubjecl, and also on clilonc eliud*! 
which is much u.-ccl aiuun^ us.— -Eo.j 

The chloroform sold in this country, as prepared by responsible inanu« 
frtrfincrs, i>^ ^r.Mt,.r:,ll v ficrived from alcohol, containing; only small cpinn- 
liin's of vo'.uilc oils. Still we (io nxct with samples, which give ili'' 
nan-t'on- odor derived from the cliloi inati'd oils, occasionally, and the 
pi icunoufi' should be on his ^^uaril, unci avoid the u<e ol such a pre- 
paration. Clean linen embued w ith pure cbloroforin, retains, after its 
evaporation, no unpleasant odor» and this is not only the most ready, but 
one of the most saitsfaclory tests of purity. 

It is becoming a quite common practice, to dissolve a certain quan- 
tity of chlorofonn in alcohol, as a substitute for chloric ether. The mil* 
tme thus made, may contain large quantities of the volatile oils of the 
alcoiiol, and cannot be considered as identical with chloiTO ether. Chio* ' 
ric ether is an American invention, or discover}', and its use as ao ancs- 
ihetic ni:ent, sanctioned by the litghest authority, is rapidly extending. Its | 
grateful odor is nrrreeable to the patient, while the certainly of its action 
is under control in all cases. The sick-room, pritient and clothing, are 
not left by its eva])omrion im))regnated with fetid odors, as lakes place 
in the use of sulphuric eiher. 
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Fi) stating the fact, tliat a solution of chloroibrm differs in composition 
and efiv( ts fi-om chloric eiher, it is proper to refer to thecheinical action 
by which ihey are produced. Chloro(bi*in results from the change pro- 
duced in aiihydiXMts alcohol by chlorine. The action of the meterials, 
wliedier diivcllv or indin'ctly brout^'ht lo«jether, is intense. IMany pro- 
ducts, such as aci'iic acid, prussic acid, hydrochloric acid, chloride of ni- 
lro«M*n. ami r-ldoi mated ods. are formed, or set Iree. The impure chlo- 
rolomi i\niM in' subjected to sulise(|U('nt purifyinj^ operations, which few 
nianulacltu-ers have either the jKiiit nce or skill for «pplyin?;. In the in- 
direct mode, ahoul one pound of alcohol is exposed to the desliuclive 
action of ten pouuds of the best bypocltlorite of lime. 

In forming; chloric ether, ibe alcoliol is first purified by the addition of 
sufficient hypochlorite of lime, to destroy compounds of nitrogen and 
volatile (** foussel oils which escape. About equal weights of diluted 
alcohol and hypochlorite of lime are then used, more or less water being 
adde(i, to prevent too (;reat activity of action, when heat is a[)plied. 
The first portions of the product are as |)ure as the last, and when the 
operations are skilfully conducted, the chloric ether is obtained in a state 
free from any noxious compound. A. A. U. 



AMPOTATION OP THE UTERUS, AFTER PARTIAI^ INVERSION. 

BT V»RCm PAR80KS, H.D. 

(C^oiainaoicnteil for ihe ttonlon Mt^dioii Niid t^urgica) .lonriiiil.) 

JMns. F., at the age of 'Zl, was confined with her first child, in 1847. 
A constant san«£uineous dischar«;e continued for si\ weeks after h^^r do- 
livery, wlien it ijradually chnn<i«*d into a piotiacti-d leucorrhopa. ^Vllhiu 
the succeedino' four vears she had cuAii alamiiiiii attacks of hriiioirli;i"e 
(which sci ined in most cases lo result from liriini;, or other violent ex- 
ertions), besides frctpient discharjfes after shoit intervals of suspension. 
A strong repugnance to an examination per vai^inam existed from the 
time of her delivery in 1847 till March, 1851, and prevented her |ihy- 
sicians from ascertaining the nature of her case. 

She and her husband state that she never was well during these four 
years, was unable to do her ordinary housework, was a great sufferer 
from pain in the back, leucorrhoea and debility, with great nervonsfH ss. 
She nursed her child eight months, thoui^h against the advice of her 
physicians, who deemed it hazardous while there was such a constant 
drain from the womb. The child did well, and is still healthy. She 
has no reason to hclieve that she has been |)re>^nant during the time. 
Her physif iatis prescrihed various and powerful astrini^ent nijrt Tto!)-? nnd 
tonics, with temporary ahatetnent of the hemorrhage. Such is tlie history 
given recently hy herself and husband. 

In March, 1851, her priest (a catholic) advi?ed her calling in two or 
three experienced physicians to examine her case thoroughly. Accord- 
ingly Dr. Capron and myself were called to meet Dr. Le Prohon,and 
on examining her, dlacovered a pyrifonn tumor in the va^'ina, of the siie 
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of a fien's e^r^, and its inner and smaller extremity was encircled and 
compressed closely by a rin<r of great Qmrness, which seented to be the 
OS uteri. The tumor bled on being thus examioed, was of a 6mi, elastic 

texture, and nearly smootli surface. There was a difference of opinion 
as to the nature of the tumor, whether it was an inverted uterus, a poly- 
pus of unusually firm texture, or a fibrous tumor, and the known rejiug- 
nance of ihf pafipnt to examination deterreiJ ii^ from proseriiiing it any 
further. It wa-, however, the opinion of each liiai in her perilous situa- 
tion a removal ol ilie tunior was the most promising mode of treatment 
that could be adopted, and was required as a dernier resort, she being 
greatly debilitated and wasted in flesh, pallid, OBdemaious m the feet and 
•bout the eyes. We left her to consult her friends, and decide whether 
she would submit to the operation. 

In a day or two I was called upon to lemove the tumor, which, with 
the assistance of Dr. Le Pixihon, was performed in the following man- 
ner. She was placed in the position for litiiotomy. A pair of small 
forceps, intended for removing stone frotn the bladder, wa<4 np plied to the 
tumor, and hy jjentle and slow traction it was brought near ro the vulva, 
and with it the nn<4 that firmly encirclerl it. A loop nf wire ninning 
throui^h a doul)!*^ ranula was passed around the neri< ol the tumor, close 
to the ring, and the ends of the wire were drawn light and fastened at 
the outer end of the canula. This gave the patient more pain than 
was expected. Ordered an anodyne. On the following day, found tiie 
patient had suffered severe pain most of the time ; gave another anodyne, 
with directions to repeat. Gave a cathartic of castor oil and turpentine. 
On the fourth day found the patient laboring under mat coastitutional 
dbturbance, tenderness in the hypogastric region, quick pulse, great rest- 
lessness, nausea and prostration. Removed the canula and wire, and 
separated the tumor partly with Lisfranc's hysterntome, a long probe* 
pointed bistoury with the blade curved laterally. Tiie straight part was 
sheathed with a piece of adhesive plaster, and the edge of the curved 
part was inserted into the sulcus left by the wire, and with sliort strokes 
guided by tlie fini^^er, the neck was partly divided, and compieiely so hy 
a pair of curved probe-pointed scissors. The hemorrliaj^e was rn!i-id«?- 
rable, but not alarminc;, and was followed for several days by a vt^iy co- 
pious discharjLie of bloody serum, and {iiiaily by a muco-purulent niaiter. 
On the second day, mucilai^inous injections were thrown into the vagina, 
and evaporations with cloths dipped in spirit and water kept constantly 
going on .over the abdomen. In a day or two the constitutional dis- 
turbance abated, and the whole system of secreting and digestive or- 
gans gradually resumed a healthy actbn. In six weeks she was able 
to resume her household duties, and since then her health has been per- 
fectly good) sod she has become quite fleshy. 

The tumor was immersed in spirit, and was first examined in presence 
of the Providence Medical Association, some days after the operation. 
It was found to he the body of the uterus inverted, but otherwise in a 
normal state, and exhibitint; a portion of the Fallopian tubes. 

1 saw Mrs. F. this day (.Ian. 11, \^bl) for the first lime since early 
in April last, when I took leave of her soon after the operation. She is 
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quile fleshy, and able to take charge of her iioiise, and enjoys belter 
lieallli than at any time since iier marriage. She informed ine that 
there is an entire cessation of the menses, but that she is troubled with 
o( ( iisionai leucon liuea. Her husband informs rt>e qu'elle reste si n^-ibld 
aux vohiptes conjugales. On examinintr the scar with the finder, I felt 
a soft depression in the centre ol an ovdl-siiajH-d ring, apparently the Of 
Qleri, but larger in circumference than ordinarily. 

If called to another similar case, Ishauld not contiiMie the wire drawn 
tight aRMiod the tttmor, if it creat^ to much pain and suAering, as the 
daoger of fatal faemonha^e (to prevent which was one reaMMi for its a f)- 
plicaibo) ia far less than that oif fatal peritoneal indammatioo, which it 
may cause. 

Frwidmu, January 19, 1853. 



CAriE OF HEPATIC IJKUl'riY. 

Ta the Eiitor of the Botton Medicmi amd Surgical Jonrnal. 

Dear Sir, — I send for insertion in your Journal the following case 
of hepatic dropsy, originating in derangement of the liver and kidneyfti 
and involving the heart. This case has terminated favorably under my 
treatment) without resortmg to tapping. Yours re<; pec t fully, 

J. X. Chabebt> M.D. 

Ao. 431 Grand tt, N. York, Jan., 1859. 

The subject of ihia report is Mr. Gilbert Griswold, aiced 63, a cabinet* 
maker by trade, and residing at No. .191 Broad St., Newark, N. J, He 
ia of medium heif^t, slii^ht frame, ti^lit hair, con)[>lexion and eyes, of a 
sanguine temperament, lively, cheerful, and remarkably active when in 
tiealth. His account of himself previo»is to consulting nie on h'ls case, 
is as follows: — ^lany years ai^o. in consequenre of ill health arising 
from derangement of the liver and palpitation of ihf In-art, he was ad- 
vised to go to '?fn. He wpfU into the United Statns iNavy as a musi- 
cian, and continiu-d in the service (or many yeai*^. While in the ser- 
vice he had frequent and severe attacks of the If vers peruliar to our 
southern ports, as well as those ol Souih America and the African coast. 
These frequent attacks have given htm that bilious habit and appearance 
observable in persons who have been tlius exposed. For the last thirty- 
6¥e ^eavs he baa been troubled with palpitation of the heart, pain in 
tba nght bypochoodmim, and shooting pains under the shoulder-blade^ 
|R> auch an eatent as to be mistaken for rheumatism ; a dull pain and 
sense of soreness in the small of the back over the kidneys, pain in tba 
bladder, and frequently difliculty in voiding urine* His pa8ra|;ea from 
the bowels were generally hard and clay colored. 

About six months a»^o most of the aliove symptoms assumed a more 
a^^nivated form, particularly his difllruliy in rnnkinn water, which be- 
came more scanty and very high colored. His left and ankles hei;an 
to swell, and gradually the swelling extended up the legs. VVheneve? 
the fingers were pressed hard on the swollen parts, they would leave 
(or a few luutiients deep indentation:*. The swelling gradually progitfss* 
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ed up the lei^*?, till it invaderl the abdomen. nnH assumed so alarming a 
cliararWT thni hp was com pel led to call in medical aid. He was lor a 
long time uiiiier ilie treutinent of Sfvrral eminent physicians of New- 
ark, but he says without receiving an) beiu lit whatever. At last he was 
told by thein that be must submit to the operation of [.ip|)in<];. or die. 
He, however, peremptorily refused to subtniL 10 the operation. He ihea 
seot for me ; but as I could not attend to him as 1 thought his case re- 

? Hired if he remained at Newarit, I directed him to come to New Yock. 
6r8t saw him on the SOih of last August. On examining, 1 found 
him enonnoiisly distended with water, fiom the toes tc the chest. His 
abdomen was tympanitic, and the oscillating motion of the water was 
distinctly felt by alternately gently striking the opposite sides of the 
belly. The eyelids and face were greatly fmfied up, as also were the 
hands and arms. The scrotum and penis wei-e also greatly swelled, so 
much so as to render them painful. He pns«;ed very little urine, and 
that only drop by drop. It was hiifh colored, and on beini; tested with 
blue litmus paper this was reddened, show in «» the presence of uric acid. 
Hi< l)>ick, over the re^^ion of the kiilneys, was very painful and tender 
to the tooch ; and in consequence of the pressure of the water a-^ainst 
the diapbraiiia, it was lorcfd up, causing a sense of sufibcation, which 
hindered him frou) lyin^ down, and he therefore slept 10 an easy chair. 

1 immediately placed him under treatment, and prescribed — R. Ext. 
elaterii, gr. ij. ; acet. potasss, 5 ij. ; tinct. scillae, § ss. ; ext. hyosciamus, 
S ij. ; ext. digital., 5 ij. ; spts. ether nit., $ ss. ; aqua font., q. s. Fiat 
mist., i vj. Dose, a tablespoonful every six hotirs. He was placed 
in an easy chair, with his feet on a convenient resting place, so as to 
keep his legs in a horizontal position. On the second day the medicine 
opHraied freely on the bowels, and he was able to void a little more urine 
lliaii usual. As a drink, 1 rrnve the infu'^ion of the cortex hetida lenia. 
For his diet. I dirf»cted crackers anfl U'd, and ^wv.iW (juaniiiies of solid 
food. Ills evaciiaiion'? fi*om the hotels and bladder were "rnatly in- 
creased the follow in<4 day. lii^ alidoinen lo«t tlu* lyinpanilic t liaraeter 
and was more pliable. The pain in the kidneys and bladder was sensi- 
bly diminished, and the pressure against the diaphragm and heart so 
much lettsened as to enable him to lie down on hts bed without the dread 
of suffocation. 

The same treatment was continued, witli the happiest results, till the 
8d of September, when in consequence of his bowels being constipated 
, 1 gave him the R. Mistura nigra, § iv. — to be taken for a dose. R. Bi- 
carb, fiotassie, 5 i). ; bt-carb. sods, 3 ij. ; wiph. magnes, $ ss. ; tincL 
acillte, 5ss. ; tinct. gent, conip., | ss, ; liquor potasss. 3 ij. : spts. ether 
nit.. ^ <:s. ; aqua font., q. s. Fiat mist., S viij. Dose, a tablespoon fui 
every four hour-. 

Tliis trealmeni was contimied till llth of September, with evident 
benefit, the water bavin? been 50 far dischaficd that lie coidd now dress 
himself in the clothes he u^<^d to wear before he was attacked. In or- 
der now to acton his liver and prevent a re-accumulation ol the water, 
I ordered R. Sub. mur. hyd., gr. x. ; pulv. jalap., gr. xxv. Divide in 
pulv* no. ij. Give one night and morning, lolloweci by mist, nigra, S iv. 
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Under this treatment arul a coiirse of blue niul vpL^^etable tonics, 
16 rapidly rei ovci i'd, and soon every vestige of the di^mi-^i' di Mi|)])eared. 
He llien returned liome; but by ne^ileclini^ bis niedieine, and in(Ud^ing 
:oo much in eating and drinkinf^, he had a slight relapse ; but a repe- 
:it?on of the treatment quickly dispersed the water, and he is now per- 
fectly well. 

THE BOSTON MEUiCAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON, JANUARY 21, 1852. 

Ninth Report of Births, Marriaget and Deaths, in Massachusetts. — 

rhi«; report, thonirh jn^t published, embrnces the yenr ending Dec. 31, 
18)0. nnrl is the first, uruler our new law, which has embraced a "-ifTL''le 
^■ear in i's datal order. It is also far more complete than any of our jire- 
nous annual registry reports, only ei^hi iown:» through the whole btate 
Mving failed to make doe retaroa. The Secretary of Uie Commonwealth, 
Imaaa Walker* Esq., is deserving of much credit for the faiihral and 
ntelligible manner in which he has arranged the documents which make 
ip this Registration, probably the most perfect of the kind which has 
ippeared in this country. We learn from it that ih^ whole number of 
)irlhs, in the State, durinjj the yenr, was 27,664; in 1849. 25,773. Of 
his number, 6,197 were of foreign parentage, against 6,480 in the previ- 
lus year. The births are as 1 to 36 of the population. The sex was, 
14.137 males; 13,392 females; 135 unknown. 409 are stated to bava 
leen twins. The number of marriages returned was 10,345, which indi- 
:ates an increase over the preceding year of 3,409, or nearly 50 per cent. ; 
nit this increase is partly attributable to the returns being more complete, 
hough no doubt the late alteration in our marrinn^c law has added to the 
lumber of matrimonial alliances. The deaths were 16.606; 3,817 less 
ban in 1849, or 1S.69 per cent. 331 were by smallpox, 192 of these being 
n Boston ; 3,527 by consumption, or 21.96 per cent.; S3S by pneumonia. 
Diseaifes of the heart and of the diire«uve organs seem to be on the in* 
urease in the Siato. Old age is reported as the cause of death in 763 
•a>es — 165 individuals havin«r died between 90 and 100 years, and 9 over 
iOO. The per cent, wliici) old a^re b«ars to othf»r causes is 4.75. As ihe 
tcrnpntion i^; ^iven of the individuals, over 20 yenrs of ii^e, who dit d, 
uiportanl intoi-niation is ohtaitiahle respecting its influence on henllli and 
ongevily, afui the startlinif fact i ^^ learned that in M i>sachuseits the avera^^e 
ge of farmers who died during the year was 65.13, while that of mecha* 
lies was only 46.59. The aversge of this and previous reports makes 
hese two chsseft of ages to be 64 years and 46 years. This fact is ccr- 
ainly ifnporiant to be known, and should urge physicians as well as 
•ih'Ts to inquire into the cnuses which shorten the iive$ of SO Urge a pro* 
loriion of the itdiabi?ati!s ()r<iur State. 

M lisacliusells has lalien the leud in the work of Registration, and we 
trc glad that it is annually aitnining anything near to a slate of perfection. 
>ther States are following. Pennsylvania has enacted a law on the sub» 
pci, and Kentu -kv i^^ likely to do the same. The last nutnher of the 
iVeMern Journal of M di< in?, fro'n Louisville, is almost entirely filled 
vith matter relating u* vital statistics, sanitary reform and registration. 



Distrrtaiion on ITomfropnfhij. — After yeai^ of iiriobtra»i re devotion to th? 
arduous labors ot [jis pr('(V>Mun, Worihinpton Hooker. M.D. . of N.>rw icL, 
Conn., has brt>kt'n forih like a aew cun!»telhuion, and one prtKluciioQ oi m 
pen after anoiher haa receutiy appeared, t»o ihui lus iiauoe is now ^aiDiUu 
to reading medical men in every part of the Union. All hit writiflgi 
hnve evinced indaatry end profound thouffbt, and ere cheraetemed by lit 
b« uity I ' fiergy of ibeir style. Cherles Scriboer, of New York, bv 
juat issoed the latest of Dr. H.'s essays, and it is one that is calculated it 
wake up \ho nleepers, the thoueJnl*^^*;, and all tho5e who repose confide5« 
in tilt; supreme energy of inljiiiiesjin;il>. Th>' tru>iees oi the Ft'^ke fund, 
in ilhode Island, offered a premivnn af liity dollars for the best di>2»erta!i4j 
on *• Homaopalhyt so called — its history and refutation^*' which was awaj^ 
ed to Dr. Hooker for the treetiae now before n». There ere eight chtpiai 
in the book, beertnf the followinir titles : — I. and II., ExpoeitioQ of ik 
tystem of Hahnemann. Ul. and iV., Examination of the Doctrines. T, 
Practical Evidences of Homtropathy. VI. and VII., Estimate of Hahoe* 
mann. VIII.. Concludmj^ Oh<?crvations. It difficult to select an exrrjrt. 
to illustrate the auihor ^ mode ul reasoning, or to exhibit his eneri'v 
tacl in handling a system thai has strangely taken »uch root in thi^ <mb- 
try ; we have therefore concluded to copy nothing from it, but to urge the 

frofesston, and eapeeially the people, lo read it, with ihe Meofance dm 
Ir. Hooker is a strong, bold, independent writer, who neither flatieffi mi 
frowns unjustly, bat resists, bravely, the progreM of every delaaen mrik 
which his proleseton ia aaaailed* 



Tlhtstratdl Manna! of Surt^rnj — Since the <hort notice already giits 
of the rcpublicjitiori of B'Tnani <k Hueuc':' illusimied C^^^^ rn'i ve Sn'-?enr, 
edi'.«Ml and improvod bv Dr<. Van Bar«*M and Isaacs, of New \ ork. faiber 
examinations ha^f been niade into the real merits of the work. Pan I 
ie alreadv on sale, published by Bailliere, S90 Broadway, New Yeii 
Those who have auy-anitety to see what can be done by American aitiB 
and compositors in the way of making* snrRery clear and distinct ill 
drawing, are invited to examine our copy. Thr exhibition €>f the aiwrinb 
in th»' different regions, is masterly. Why the InjokM-II^r^* counter* 'T! 
Boston, are not furnished with copies, we know not. As the future ptns 
of the work are received, we shall apprise the profession of the £aa mi 
of their merits. 

^ When Dr. Piper*s beaatifol volnme makes its appearance, we may ed 
be prond of the rich contributions New Toi4r and Boston will make nsw 
professional libraries the present year. 

Isthmus of Panama. — An instrurtire and truly entertaining durnleritDft, 
by C. D. Griswoid, M.D.. of New York, a snrn-eon in the Paciho RailrW 
service, entitled The Isthmus of Panama, and what I sair th(r*.'')iv 
been received and read with much pleasure. Its unpretending cbararter. 
the incidents it relates, and the pleamnt vein of good twtate and pti 
sense that runs through the volume, most make it acceptable e»eii i rhe if » 
The doctor would have been taken for an experienced book maeoractoivr, 
hnd he nnt informed hi;* readers that this is his first attennpc at auti>or>ibip. 
H ' mi::ht hnvp doiihled the dimen««ions of the ptiblicalion, ani it 
would h iv,' t>". :i read with delight. Something more mic^i perasps 
have been introduced in regard to medical practitioners, the pecttl»nij of 
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several diseases on the track of his explorations, and ihe habits and idiosyn- 
crasies of the people. Still, Dr. Grisvrold has our thanks for this de* 
ligbtfal entertaioment, which has created a desire for more from the same 
floarce. Dr. G. was formerly editor of the New York Medical Begister. 



Norton's Uierary Almanae. — Thn is a well-devised annual, of coostant 

value to literary persons, and not to be overlooked by those aepirin^ to a 
knowle'l-re of the great fountains of learntncr in the world. Had there 
been a sprajklin? of medical biographies, medical institutions, and a few 
statistics, the publishers might have secured more of the patron a i*e of a 
numerous profession. The catalogue of eminent men, who died iu 1S61, 
is a melancholy, yet valuable and interesting list. 



Mtdktd School of J!biM.^Prom occasional nolicet of the medical de- 
partment of the University at Keokotr, it appears that the school ts proe* 
perous, and sustains a'lepulatioo for thoroughness and efficiency that fore- 
shadows a growing influence. Whatever the reputation of the medical 
institutions of a Slate n)av be, '^nch will be the standing of the profe?!- 
jion in that Slate. If tlje schools ure elevated in character, a similar lone 
vill be given to those who practise medicine around them. Dr. A. S. 
Hudson's introductory to a course of leetnrest in the ahove^med school, 
Ml Materia Hedica and Therapeutics* a well-written production, suggested 
he foregoing observations. Without going into a close analysis of its 
>eculiariiies, it is sufficient to say that it is a gratifying evidence of intel- 
ecluai strength, in one chair, at least, of the University of Iowa. 



Stariing Medical College* — ^At the annual commencement of this insti- 
ution, on its third anniversary, Edward Thompson, M.D., delivered an 
ddress that has been published, by the Faculty. Its title is — LogiCt in 
ts relations to Medicine.^' The author shows himself to He a man of 
ullivfited powers, a close reasoner, and, therefore, u logician. He evi- 
.entiy loves to dwell on that topic, and is desirous that everybody else 
hould become as skilful as himself in one of the most difRcuIt of all inteU 
sctuat operations, via., the art of reasoning. We kept li oping, all the way 
liroiigh, as his address was read, that some allowance would be made for 
lose cerebral organizations which are defective in the higher attributes — 
ut none is made. Desirable as it mny \ye that all physicians should be 
leaf and cogent reasoners, some of them fail vvofully behind the siartdnrd 
f excellence, and yet practise medicine as well, perhaps, as those who are 
istinguished for what the orator would have all men possess, to come up 
> his conception of a logical doctor. Poor Lend Bacon, that boast of latter 
ges, is cut oflf with a shilling. ** Bacon's philosophy,*' he says, " is 
?nsual — it overlooks internal knowledge." In the matter of advice to the 
radiiatOs, Dr. Thompson is lurid, and certainly both impressive nnd 
ppropriale. On the 10th page the very trisl arul b* si part of the address 
. to be found — there figure deduction, induciioa and the Anglo-Saxons. 

is quite evident that Dr. Thompson thought so himself, for numerous 
'ords, the iron bars that hold bis propositions together, are here italicised, 
'n ihe whole, we have come to the conclusion that the discourse is a good 
ting, though the subject may have been inappropriately selected for tho 
:ca»ioo. 



Digitized by Google 



518 



Medical LUeWgaitt* 



Per Centner^ of Murtn^ity from Conmmpfinn. — As men lionet 00 u. 
olhor p t '", ilw? (Ic:jltis fruni omi -tirnj'lion in M i-^.u-husotu diinn:; ihe 
V ir 1V>(). worv .'j.)27 — 'H-ini,' •Jl.^^♦^ p r ot'ot. oi all tlic >pe.iu 4 cxi«.;i. 
V'tdiii iri' Tw-'m/ piip'T, coritpri^ih J' u m rifs Ot ■^>, IM the 'itici- 

b«'r (•! lii' N'. vv Uri<',ji».-< Mulh ,il an-l Sur^^icul Journal, hy Dr. C. S..Hi- 
goun, of Nirh«'7. Mi,* we learn thrtt the per rcntnce of deaths from coa- 
niifTiption in thnt riiy (1ijrir>«r tho lf|^t ]| yf'nrs h.is been 1I.32S per tent 
Tlie (oiiawinj;r»Mmirks on this point, from Dr. M,V paper, will be mAwiik 

•* II will tiv n-f-'ronf.' i<> tlif lahl*-, ihat cons-iimpijon ha« had i 

protiiiiK'til pjrl id llic inortnlitv ilirtmi^lnnjl tlic whole perioj, A .ir;? 
inajortiv of ili- c i>«'s ori;:iri iirtl rlscwhcro. C<>!)>tnnpnve cn>e? frvj 
the norilKTH and older Stai*-?*, have resoried here as a lavomble piliri 
for health, but many of the doomed victims were in a hopelessly disturi 
condition before ihHr arrival ; a chanj^ of locality was oot made mi 
enouj^h. My principal object in makiiu out the moothly mortality <if ila 
disease wa^, if pos*^ihle, to ascertain if ih^» di5en5e was on th" i— ^^iv, 
as th'- f' Vt'r^ dt On thi** point 1 am not V"t rti!!v 5^!:^',. i, Wc 

have an ati i fi(i,uue uf prixW, that this iocalitv i^^ tavoratik- it' ih'^ conri- 
lescem-e ot ali pulmonary tlisrases. For a luHef exposition of ruy vketi 
00 this subject, :>ec Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, %'ol. 39. p. 311' 



The Boylsfon Mcdtcai ScAooI. — It will U: M'en, by referring to oar iJ- 
Terti^ing sheet, thai two impurtani cuur.-^es of lecture:} are to be delireiri 
before this school the present winter. The increafed attention whicli hm 
of late been directed by the profession to medical iorisprodence itsim 

the course on thai topic perulinrly oppropriate* and its value cansat 
doubted when delivered by so able a lecturer. Dr. Bowdit> h'? l?art!»r: 
arj'i s^ill in auscultation, are n}^n well known, and we rori::raiulale i5< 
^lu(lertN of the si hool on the opporiuQity ihu^ aliorded ihem of obuuui( 
iuslraciion in ihi.^ impuriaul brancii. 



Mississippi Sf'tfr U>^piffL/ at N'Tf^hfT. — *' We are pnitififH »f» leari" 
says the New Orkans Medicul and JSnrnteui Ji»urnai, ** Uial hi a rn^ 
neetim^ of the Trustees of the Missiit^ippi State Ho>pital, Dr. C. S.]li- 
goiin was elected Physician, Sur^iipon and Sup^'rimendent of that eireiirtt 
tnsiitation, to take charge on the 1st of January. 18512. A better 5>oiev ust 
eotild not have !> en made; and we coul raiulaie the doctor on ihi-'2^> 
tif» nl ♦n iJen.'e of public appreciation ; f -i-liiiLr a-^'^tired, nl the same 'jx^, 
th It oe will d^'< -h ir::e his responsible dunes with credit to himselt asd*^ 
Vttoluge 10 the blule." 



Ofi MulicitiaJ Ci^;irs. — A torei:^n Journal re!;it'^< the >i) fe?sofDr. 
L iii l'T.T in the ol ci^jars medicated with various :>utkstai>ce«, ^ & 
reuit'i'y if) <lisea."?e. 

»' The employment of various organic and inorg riic sulMttanccs of s rdi- 
tili^able nature in a cignr form, has frequently been rt*;!(orted to. fsibii 
way, stramonium, cicuti, R.tspaiPs camphor, uttd c'nrro:<ive sublioistt.liiw 

be«'n ij?;ed l»y means of tobacco deprived ot \\< nicotiti Ti: j-eit*fi's'f 
of^h?-' last sii}>st;ince in iiKcriji'-d svphiliti^' ihrou.in Ur, Linder*?r's risni^ 
ha:> rt^udered hiin very de.siruus ot extend iiig thi^ iuriu of medicattoO' He 
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»repnred tipiry, therefore, by motsteningr tubnoco freed from Diroun with 

inct. of iodine, a solution of iodide of mercury in ^uIphuric ffilher, or a 
oluiion of iod.de of poiat^siuni. He found ihese cigars of jrreai uliliiy 
n syphililic ulrrr.nioTi of tho throal, and in ozfpna. So, foo,liy innisteTiing 
he lobnrco willi an a.therial solution of hyoJ-cynmin, he has* relieved most 
ib^tinate spasmodic cough without inducing any naicutism. Among oiher 
ubsiancea tried, he found ft aolotion of creosote in spirit of wine and 
Bther, a very useful form in m-orbuiic ulceration of tne gums. Cigars 
noistened wiib tinct* mosrhi relieved hyiiterical and {ipa$(modic cougfis ; 
md a cnse of severe Iiysieri«-Ml [mroxv Mn>, ocrurring in an irritnMt' Milji ri, 
vns nd vanTn[reoitslv irentcd f>v ihf nicoholic solution of ihr nt tiaie tif 
norphift. Cl_^il^^ formed i»l iln- "tit stjince are al^o very \i>elul in ilie loo'h- 
che. Arsenical cigars, (ununi l.y >i('cping the lol'acco in FowlerV ^olii* 
ion, have aiso been employed, and Dr. Lnnderer believes tbRi ihi« for in 
»f medication might be extended to n ^reat vuriety of substances.** 

Medical Mhcellttuy. — A lady in Sirnsl onrir. Germany, recently inhnlf^d 
Mctroform prt'pnr.Ufry tn the cMrnftinn ni ilm » lerih, wli ioh uvTf' prompily 
aken out; but the p;iiuni \v;is di^nd. — A'«"H 2W 0 •'nllofii' wf mm nnd a 
)ipe of brandy were d^jitriived nl Cnliti- M . on the 3lsl «>f De« eniber, 
luder ihc new law, — The iii>i piililic comiiu i remeni of the Ffmale Med. 
i^oilege. in Philadn., tmik ptncf reepnily. and 8 female M.D.'s graduated. 
—The Jenner monument fund if tncresij«i»ii;, though not very rapidly, in 
he United States. The ariiM, howrver, will ultimately secure a fair 
■emunerulion for hi*^ st rvice;*. — Dr. K tfM-. \v!)o was on the exploring 
'X[)i^dtfinn, is leciurifiLT Hti it nt Wa>l)iiiL: >'>. — i^r. No sh Martin, of Dover, 

the iii iiMu ralic cinuiuiale lor Gnveriiui ni N- \v Hampshire. — Smallpox 
8 rngini: fearfully at Jamaica. — Two or ihr c inhalations of chloroform 
ire ftnid to relieve ob$>tinate hiccoujrh, dir cily.— A disease called the 
•Urpittig frrtr^ has broken out in Gnlicia. Sninetbing similar has ex* 
sifd in H(»>ion, in some families, f«>r inanv vf'ars. — It aecms that Dr. 
Jilldwell. the last pupil of ihr immortal Kt:.-h. has been unceremoniously 
v^jlkod out of his prof(»<<<t[ at L')oi> \ ii !f. I)is(n rbances seetu at 
vork ill Kt'oinckv as well a^ to other pla es — The Efnpire Spring at 
Sarntoira is furnishinir it? excelU nt medical water in vast quantities, and 
here 4s an increasing demand for it. — S%:arlet fever ia fatally prevalent ia 
Pennsylvania. 

To CoRRK«p<iNDKVT«i.— llm rnlfntviiig p;v}ic"i Bfe OH liand. "Trtiiniw.*' " Me«tiro*l^cat 
ll;iiirrs." " Peifomtioa «ikI Ulceratioii of the Stomsrfa," Caws of Il«ni1»/' ** Letter from 1M 

South, iNo. I.'* 



MAamKPi'^Ai Taantnn, T.vman U. I.Rrkiit, M.D., of Wrptiilinm, »r> Mi*« Lvdia Sotiihworib, 
>f TaunHMb— la Warner, N If, Dr. Henrv h. WaUMui, of (iniliilKill, Vi . lo Miks Mary J. Hardy. 
»r Warncr.-<Jobn Ruai«ll, jM.D.. of Cape £ltMbelli, Me., to Miw A. O. Hamon. 



DijK. — In New York, Dr. UlcoU Porter, a riuiivc of VermonU — At Baogor, Mc, Dr. 
ft' tJold«n,d4 



thtitht in /*/.«/..«— lor ihf week finding Saturday noon, Jan. nih.74.— Ma1e«,34— fcoia»ei»,40. 

'nflammntioii of tKiwcI'*, I— *lis»'a<M» of brain, 2— roiisMm|iiion, H — ronvul'mnt, 1 — rroup. fi— 
lys«Mii«'ry, I — <lromv 2 — fJropny of iho hraio, 3— *iial>cies I— ^-ry nipela^, I— lever, I — tvptiut 
'c\4T. I — lyphoiti fever, — srarliM frver, 2 — f^ngnM^ I— hoopSny ro«igii, 9 d iiea— of hf«> rt , I — 
nraiilile, B — inflnnimaiion of the tiinfp» II — ron^cation of lonj^, t — maranmw, 3— meaitlcft, 1~ 
laUy I— pleurisy. I — puerperal, S— »man|)ux, l — loiride, I — syphilis, l^Aroat disesie, 1— 4m> 
known, I. 

I'll It h v*»Tr<, 31— ')"iwi»en 5 i\»itl 2') vnrs. i'2~bo>twi>f>ii tO ao<1 W) v«ars, 14 — h«»iwft#»n ^0 
in-i ',0 y<Mrs. 9— ovpr no v(>ar«,5. A m. rir .i.-*. 13} fnreignen and cliildr«a of foirlgnem, 31. 
rbe above iiirtudeK 11 deatba ai tha City loxlilulioaa. 
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Bri^frJ Mrtiiml S.,rUty. Mast. — The Brisiol Distriei Medical SociPiy 
hf'\d iheir 11th Qu^iriefiv M-- lin;^ al the Railroad Haus^.in Attl. S^ - --^h, 
Wednesday, Dec. 10 — lli. IVeMd. in. Dr. Gardner, iii ilif C hair. Kt^n 
of proceedings of Insl meelittg re»d aod appioved. Coimmnncut ions from 
the Com^portding Secrelary of the Mass, Medical SiK:iely, receiveti, reai, 
and placea on file. 

Addres.s rend it II oVInck. bv Dr. Pbclps, of Attleborougb« Snbiact, 

♦* Synopsis of ('31 Ca^r^ .-f Midwifery." &c. kc. 

VoPrd, (hot Dr. Handull, of Rehobotb* read the diaMrtapoD at tlie aeiS 

me' fjiiLr. Dr. Snvery, s^ubslilutp. 

The (jut^iion for d!1*^tl^^'ion, pr()po^^•d at ihe last ineelmg.was taken up, 
wberi it whs voted to amend a ao as to read as follows. ** Are medical 
men roorelly accountable for their sioi of awio ie a at well aa co mmiai mi 
In other words, are medical m^a any less remnsiblo for ncgleaing what 
tb v ought to do, than for doing (medieinallv) what they oitgbl not It 
do { '* After di^iimion, resolution unanimously ndopted. 

The CnrnrnittPf nppointr-d to sclerl a Mibjerl for discu^ion at ibe Odt 
iiM-riiri^', n-poriod th<.> following: " Are typhus anil typhoid ferers syaa> 
nyinous { ainl. if nut, what is the ditR rence ? " 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted. ** Resofeed, 
this Society fully justify tbe action of Dra. Siorer and Carfien^c; aWi 
the vote of tba Mass. Medical Society, in fetation to tbe caae of Dr.Jai 
Barrow!!." 

Voted, to adjourn, to meet at tba Taunton Hotel, in Taunton, on the %i 
Wednesday in Mar^h n^xi. Thadueus PaaLra, Secrttmrf, 

AtUelfOroHght VecemUr 24, ISdl. 



TrnmactiemM 9f the American Medical A&sociaiioH, — We stop the pr^ss 
to ariuuanre the unpleasant iiitelli'^enie that a very lartre and JtsMi>iro«* 
fire has occurred in this eiiy, in which twti-ihirds of the edition of the 
fourth volume of the Tran^aciions was cotiaumed. with nearly all the pre* 
viotts volumea remaining on hand. Porta nately* tbe fourth rolBme bad 
baeu distributed to nearly all tbe members of the Association wbo bad 
paid their .-i^-*'^tiinent, and copies for the othert who had done so are at 
the store ol Mp-!«ir?». Blanrhnrd and Lf»a, and are safe. Such mornbers of 
the A^'^o 'i iiio ) nei^l »ot»?il to tike advantai^e of the highly favorable 
terms upon which the Transactinns were offered, have now, nnfortunaieiy, 
lost the opportunity. The lew remaining copieti will be reserved a short 

lima for membera, but probably at an advmncad price, and, if wN abortiy 
claimed, will be eold to oiber applicanta. 

A lew copies of the Prize Ei^stay were preservedt and will be for sale. 

Messrs. T. K. ic P. G. Collins have printed some eitra copies of ihe 
Report on Medical Education, in order to supply isuch State S'^neiies ai 
are diitpOised to comply with the reconunetel iimfi of the Assoc iation iha: 
the State Societies should distribute anitMitj their membera that ivp&n. 
These will be furnished at the rate of six dullars per hundred. Appdics* 
tions for tbem, with tbe lemittancaa, maat be made lo T. K. F. 6. 
CoUtna, Pbiladalphia.— itflserfoais Jmmud tf MMud Stkmm . 



Tba order, aome time ainea alluded to,lbat eurgeana is tka BriiiA 
Army abouM paifoctt iba dttcy of biaadkig deaartaia. baoa alt^ 
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TEIAL FOR MURDEIt-PLBA OF INSANITY. 

[Thk following report ol an interesting trial, in whicli the plea of in- 
sanity was successfully, and we believe jusUy urged, is copied from the 
Salem (Mass.) Observer.] 

The Trial of Cljarles J. Fuibush, of Lynn, for the murder of Jolm J. 
Furdy, took place in Salem before Ciuef Justice Shaw and Ju:»iice9 
Pewey and Metcalf. 

After empanelling the jury, the indicMnent was read to tbem by thf 
Ctaik. It sets Ibrtb that Uie prisoner killed Pardy, on the S6th of June 
kjt, at Lynn, by shooting him with a pistol. Two several wounds am 
alleged, either of which would be mortah Stephen H. Pbillipe, Esq.* 
District Attocney* then briefly opened the case^ on the part of the prose« 
cution, stating concisely what he expected to prove against the prisoner. 
He alluded to the nature of the defencoi insanity, and said he soould he 
able to produce evidence of so much express malice on the part of the 
prisoner, against the deceased, as to completely rebut the foice of any 
such plea. 

Some twenty witnesses were tli* ii called by the prosecution, who tes- 
tified to the circumstances of the iiomicide, substantially as follows. It 
seems that the prisoner and the deceased were fellow-bosirdere and room- 
tfiates at the house of one Edward F. Bailey, in Lynn, at the time oj' the 
iijurder. After dinner on Saiuiday, June 28ili, tiiey went up to their 
room, and shortly afterwards two pistol shots were heard, in quick suc- 
cession, in that room, followed by a loud cry or groan. Mr. Bailey and 
others went immediately up and Ibund the door lastened on the inside. 
They burst it open, slikI discovered the deceased, Furdy, just fiilling 
to the floor, in a dying condition, and the prisoner apparently so busily 
occupied in loading a pistol, that he took no notice of their violent en- 
trance, not even turning his head. They took the dying man out on lo 
the landing of the stairway, and went off for help. Furbush instantly 
came and shut the door. While the alarm was rapidly spreading, and 
a crowd collecting, two other pistol shots were heard from this cbam* 
ber, also in quick snncession. Persons immediately rushed into the room 
again, and founrl the prisoner on the floor, apparently, as some of llie 
witnesses t^tified, dead. He soon revived, and tin* only womid appa- 
rent oil his }K>dy was a sharp but slight cut behind one of his ears ; . 
which was blackened considerably with powder. A closer se^xch re- 
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vealed a pistol-ball in the cavity of the ear, but no laceration of il)e 
flefth or skin could be discovered. Tiie prisoner raved Tiolendj dunng 
that whole afternoon, and was held with difficulty by several men* Pordr 
died io a very few minutes, and a postHnortem exaroinatioo showed two 
shot wounds, inflicted in difiereot directions in his hody, either of them 
being mortal. 

There was some evidence that the prisooer and tbe deceased bad bad 

some trouble a day or two before. One witness said !><• lii^rd Pkirdj tdl 
Furbush that be bad better not threaten to knife anybody agalo, as he 
might not p't off so pa<;y." or sometbin*; of tbat kind. It was a!«o 
proved tbat Furbush bad i>cen 6ring pistols at a mark on the beach, tbti 
very njomin«^. 

J. W. Pi'i ry, K-q.. ill i*j>< iiiii (he jiri^ouei's r;i«p. «?fatpH tbat they 
sbotdd n lv (i|K)n a iiM ntal deraiiLicniriir, in otht-r \\(>r(i'> iii-aiiitv, 31 
excuse for tins act of \ ioltMire. He «li>cu»-c(i ilie nanin- (if ilit* j»Iea ol" 
insanity, and said tbty ^landd pit)\e liiai Furbush r;mi»* of a laiuily in 
wbicb Hienlal disease was ln^redilary — lliul be bad. ever Miice a cnUn 
three yeaj-s' absence fmni boine. about wbich be was rigidly silent, and 
over wbkb hung a mystery which seems incapable of solution, befn a 
moody, misanthropic, silent man, laboring under the idea that be was a 
despised and neglected being, that he was hated by everybody and was 
a bnrden to himself and the commonKy : that be had suffered fton 
paroxysms of insane rage and excitement, which were aroused by no- 
thin'^ and di.^|>eHed as suddenly— ^nd tbat he had attempted to take Ui 
own life, prevKMis to this act. 

Evidence wa« introduced to these points, df tailinir a great number «f 
instances in wbicb tbe prisoner has conducted himself in a strange man* 
ner. and been subject 10 stran«;e paroxysms. Dr. Isaac Rnv. of thf 
Hiitlt'i ln«tnic A<=v!um at l*ro\ idt"iic<\ and Or. G»^. CliantiK-r. whrj is at 
tile In ad of ibe Statt- Liutntic A-^x 'uin at \Vorr't'«ter, having pr<>- 
s<'ni and lirard fli.' ic^^tinintu . lo-tiiird that, in ilu-ir opinion, ihe jui-'h^'T 
was under njt'nfal diTan.:* mriif. htsoiui h^^ uvv n cuuliol, ai the linu ol tiitf 
commission of tin* honncHle. Tiial paroxysms were such as iadica- 
led iji.>uiiily, whalcvci was tbe excitinj* can>e. If it could be pix)ved 
that he had been using hitoxicnting litjuor at tlie time of each specific 
paroxysm, that might account for them. 

The closing arguments were made on Thursday, by W. D. Northeml, 
Esq., for the iM-isoner, and by the District Attotiiey for the Common* 
wealth. Attorney General Clifford was exp«H;ted, and himself expected 
to conduct and argue this ca.se, but a severe and suddt^n illness requirad 
bim to return home, even after he had come to Salem. By this meaix. the 
responsibility was suddenly and tui« \|>ectedly thrown upon Mr. Phillips. 
Tbat this responsibility was well boroe, and that bis conduet of the 
rausp. on tbe part of tbe prosecution, was both skilful and courteous, 
was the opinion of all ulio aTlcndcd the iria!. 

Chief JiisiK-c Shaw coininiitt'd the ca^e to the Jurv, in a charge of 
some two hours and over in Ictn^th, in which he exp!ain*»d tbe law of in- 
sanity, as apjjlicable to ihis case, laying much stress upon the opioioos 
of the medical geolleioeo. 
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The ca$e was given to the jury shortly after 5, P.M., <m Thursday, 

and at 6 they came in with a vci flirt of Not GrriLTY by. reason of w» 
smiiy. The Court passed an oriit*r requii iog Furbush to be committed 
to tbo Slate Lunatic Asylum at Worcester. 



THE " MOTIVE POWER OF THE BLOOD." 
ICMnniiBlauad for tkv Bocton M«<ilc«I and Surflcil Joiinial.| 

Ir my inability to understand clearly what Dr. Cartwright is contending 
for, in his late contributions to the Jo im il, is, in your estimation, Mr. Edi- 
tor, indicative of incorrigible dulness, I beg you will consign my inquiries 
to oblivion. Yet I need to be informed, more de6nitely, what is the ex- 
act import of the claim of Mrs. VVillan! to the great physiological dis- 
covery (really great, if it be true), that the chief motive power of the 
blood is in the lunfi;^, arul not in the heart." Wbnt Is the qualification 
intended to be made bv the tprni chxtf^ in the plirase " chief motive 
power"? Wlmt does tie mean by the "heart's subordinate part, in 
giving it flhe blood] momentum " ? Wliat is the exact import of the 
phrase " fnuii\(^ |)o\ver"? Does the " m^v tlieory " repudiate the fact 
that the expanded ventricle contracts on its contents, and thus impels 
them onward? Is this impulse correctly designated by the term " mo- 
meotuiD ** ? Does the " new theory ** claim that calorification produces 
the motion o( the newly-arterialized blood, in its 6r8t movements, and 
that this b the efficient, prolonged force, which impels the current through 
its entire circuit?' 

It is no new theory, as all the world knows, that more agencies are 
conceroed in the circulation of the blood, than can belong directly to 
the heart. That it is suOordifuUe to the lungs, as the luugs are subor- 
dinate^ to the vitality which must preside over their own function, is con- 
ceded. The experiment on the allijiator certainly proves that vitality 
was not extinguished, after the lapse of the hour, during which the heart's 
action had been stispended. The " (nri " I deem not " remarkable, 
that tying the trachea is the only nx aiis by which that animal," and 
indeed, most of its class, "can be ejipediiiously killed." "Decapita- 
tion," the severed trachea being untied, and conse(|uenily open, would 
still admit, to some extent, the ntiTiospheric air to the lungs, through 
which the blood might yet maintain, hi a less degree, those characteristic 
properties which may be the connecting link between the tissues it per- 
vades, and the Ufe, the manifestations of which may be suspended, but 
which is not ^et obliterated* What does the doctor mean by ** organic 
and animal life being destroyed ** ? Does he mean that the alligator 
retained no condition or property within itself which is essential to life ? 
And that those properties were communkated, de novo, by the blow- 
pipe ? If so, the adept in chemistry need not yet despair of achieving 
the fabrication of living animals to order* 

That the condition of the blood, essential to the maintenance of life 
and health, depends on the function of the lungs, and of course on good 
material for ils eseroisey » no new truth* And yet, will not every reader 
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nfces^aiily in f«»r, from Dr. Cartwrij^lu's article, that he claims all the 
ffmy of thi^s discovery for Mrs. WiMnrd ? F>eR ■dmitting the trmh of 

hrr tlu'f»ry of *' motive iH)\ver," aUliough she may be entitled to «fBit 
|)nii-«- lor U)e care with which she ha? taught, and enfi>rced on her po- 
pils. ilif piacru «' of sound hyuifnic principles ; yet it is prepjoslerous ab- 
sunliiv to flaiiM lor li« r tli«' credit of the discovery thnt purr air and ex- 
«M< '-^«' an' ♦•"•-•'iiii;il to f'n* pn'^'Tvation of ht^a'tli (>{ bodv and w^or o( 
iriiiid. The dtK.for's ^alliintry I** so liidicr' )ii-ly outrt, I am >tdl dif- 
l>()srd, ill spile til" ilio lorniidahlr array ol evidence to ilie contrary, to 
ihiid; ili-' wluilc luitsitT a lioax.'* 

\\u: piu uouk. iia I'xliihiled in the resuscitation of the iilli;;ator. 
dill" ;rnt hum iho->e we s-hindd l>ave looked for (so far as the circulatioc 
i > (Mini 1 1 1)* (1) ill ordinar? castas of restoration from suspension of «iiinh 
tion l)y drow iiin<; ? Is i( a new tlieorj " that the motion of llie blood 
in the veno(i<; fty^tem us independent of any UMuht imparted by the 
action of tJic heart ? The theory tlwt " caloriDcation of the blood, 
in \\f» transformation (rather than tu *' transmission ") from FeiKns la 
arterial, may saiisflictorily explain its onward flow to the left aaric]e,in- 
volv<*s questions of fact and science beyond my latitude — but aurely, 
gnmtini; < w ii this, It cannot any more clearly follow that the lungs are 
exclusively the seat of the »* motive power," than would follow from 
many of the theories which have been labonou<5ly hanmiered and tinker- 
ed, 10 fit the cin-ulatlon, ever since the immortal Harvey's dlsrnvory. 
Malformations and K--ions of the hrarl furnish many phenomena, uhicli 
] apprehend, will prove, at least, suggestive of important objections to 

the *' new theory." 

Scepticism and credidify are each to be depnrated in medicine, 
though , uidurliuiaielv. ihey have both characterized the profe^ion in aii 
ages. That Mi^. Willard should have believed herself a great disco- 
verer, is no matter of surprise. Aod siKNild it prove a grtat mistake, it 
will not disprove Iter claim to the character of a tahmtid (I doa*t knffi, 
that I am perpetraiing an Americanism)^ scientiflc and philanthropic wo- 
man. But tliat Dn Carturight should so hastily and loosely eodone 
Iier theory—- so prematurely and clamorously bruU her dei6cataoa befiiR 
Iter gaping countrymen — Is passing strange ! That the great globe itsolf 
might be madt* a pillion for the eh>phant's back, does not exceed, per- 
ha|is, the gullibility of credulity — hut iIk' doctor should have assored 
{liniself, before mounting, of a solid platform for the elephant's pedal ex- 
tremities. J. L. CHAin>LKRy 

Si. Albans, n.^ Jan, r»th, 1852. 



MEOICO-LeUAL MATTERS. 
T9 the Editor of the Boston Medical and Snrgieal Joamal, 

Siu, — In thanking you for the " Journal of the 17th uIl, 1 beg to 
.say tliai circumstances beyond my control have pi even led my acknow- 
ledgment before this time. When 1 confess that 1 was not previously 
aware of the existence of that admirable periodical, you will no doubt 
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me down among the lowest grade of the uninitiated. Your book 
does not require my humble voicn to swell its fame, but I must be per- 
mitted to express the deli^lil and satisraciion ihat 1 experienretl in its 
penistd. 1 was at fast somevvliat puzzled witii the arli( If entitled 
" Monthly Law Magazine." I knew that The Lancet " indiiiLfes oo- 
casiunaily in a htirniless joke ; and when J read the sentence u hioh 
announces that ''law and lawyers" are a iK^cp-^sary sort of pliysic in 
ail civilized nations/' I certainly conckiuctJ that \ou weir eithf-r tinizzinjj 
us, or were about to administer a httlc of the actual cautery to our end 
of the college. 1 Ibund, however) tiiat you wrote in all sincerity, that 
yoiir remarks were directed exclusively to the members of your own pro- 
fesston, to whom you really prescribe an occasional dose of legal read- 
ing (which you set forth as being" elevated/' "charming " and " agree- 
able ") to operate as a kind of. solamen mali/' an amtisement, " to 
exercise the intellect during those few leisure moments which may be 
(i racliod from the pressing and ne iry r ires of their daily calling/' 
My dear Sir, this is an age of novelties and wonders — but believe me, 
that the world has yec to be astounded at the discovery of any subject, 
or the suggestion of any science, so unmixedly dull, as that the mental 
drud;j^rv attendant on its study may find relief or relaxation in the peiii- 
sal of a law-book. Blackstone is said to have l)"en the first lawyer who 
wrote like a ^enUemau, and while I cheerrully admit that in this respect 
as well as in le^al acumen he has been rivalled (I had almost said ex- 
celled) by your Kenls, and Sttirys, and Ureenleafs — truth obliges mo 
to declare that, disinissinGj all idea of the agreeable " or the "charm- 
ing/' the hiuiihler excellencies perspicuity, conciseness, and even cor- 
rectness of language, are not among the peculiarities of modern law- 
hooks or modem legislation. As regards the latter, it might be unsafe to 
say much on that subject, just now, while the *^ accumulated wisdom 
of Massachusetts is id session, seeing thai there is such a crime as breach 
of privilege ; but I may refer to the legislaUon of 1851 in general, and 
to the S33d chapter in jHurtkular, as afibrding evidence of the correct- 
ness of my position. Thai act, the creation of men elected by the peo- 
ple, and io many of whom the fullest confidence was and is most justly 
mposed, gives one to understand what the feelings of Kind David must 
have been, when, in the bitterness of his soul, he said or sang, " Had it 
been mine enemy who did me this wrong " — but mine own iietmiliar 
friend whom 1 trusted/* 

liui etirjugb of this. T am forjietting that I address an M.D., and 
shall uu'ivlv sav, in reference to the aforesaid " '233cl chaj)ter, that 
ahliouf^h It has Ijeeu read (as 1 am informed) fifteen lunes over by every 
hiwyn in Massachusetts, every one of whom is w« II aware that "other" 
fifteen readings will still leave his n»uui \\\ utter chaos as to the real object 
of many of its 120 sections and its vast schedule, still I and that the 
recently-published statistics of death by suicide* since this act became 
law, do not exhibit any considerable increase in the number of Sawyers 
who have died by their own hand. From this fact I think it may be in- 
ferred that molusks, or other invertebrate animals, are by no means more 
teoaciotts of Ufe than are the lawyers of this ancient Commonwealth. 
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But lo my siihji'cl. A Ie«,'al frlcnfl of mine bat occasionally venUared 
into medical rvulm^, as a relaxation from llu* severer studies of his pro- 
lt'-H(»(i. fl.» i-^ nn ncvitv of)-erv>^r of niPti am! tlriiiLT^, and h possessed of 
SiUiW cofKdiia dial ii)irrf>iinLj iiolc-; rchitini,' lo s.;v<t;i1 casos of lepio^v. Of 
p»'rii;i|i-« Gret'k eK»|»ij.uiaaNf^, \<.liirh ;u»' now in !».' found in ihe sellleu^'^nl 
of Tiacady, in the I'mvinc.' of Nt w linin>\virk. I am sail>fifd ibal 
these notes vvtuild br very lnieiv>ni)i: lo your ^ead<^r^, and ht- believes 
that their puhhration mi^ht allrac t ilie attt-ntinn of ihe American medi- 
cal public, am) perhaps letid to ihe belter undeiiilandinc of ilie disease, 
which is now deemed ho|)elei^ and incurable. 1 therefore propose seod- 
Ing them to you for i>ublication Hi rhe Journal. 

JanMWTjf, 1852. I am, Sir, youn raspeetfully, Okmu. 



ULCERATION AND PBRFORATtON OF THB STOMACH 

ICniumiiaicwted for tli« Boston Mrdnal an J ^^ur^ical Joiarskl.J 

Miss- D. W., of Braiocfve, was a baaltby and particularly stroog gicl it 

the ai^e of 14 years* when, oo the orra<:ioo of a ho^,' heinr^ killed at 
her father'^ house, she undertook to hold up one end of a stick upon 
which half the lioj^ wa? su^j^cnded. While doing this, she experienced 
a sensasion :l^ though her sloinarh-hone was broken, and soineUun^ 
f^nve way," a-^ ^he described it. She did not sntFer inurh inconvenience, 
however, until iwo tlavs afferu*ard<, \\h«*M, after walknii; five mtlt*s and 
gelling her feet wel, ''he was atla* ke(i vviui ciiills, and severe pain m tlie 
region of the stoinadi, Fronj ihnt time her health and sirenffth de- 
cayed to biwh aa exlciU that she was unable to do much work, and 
suffered mucli pain, for six years. During ibe sefenth year her health 
improved, and for a year, or perhaps eigliteen months, she was able la 
do a considerable anMxiot of work. At the espiratioa of that tiroe ber 
paio and a kxi^ train of other symptoms returned whb greater aeveriif 
tbao before. Now and then she would improve tor a iew moDths» but 
the relapses into sufTenng were fiequent. In April, 1849, sixteen yeas 
after the a&ir of the pig, 1 was called to her. She had been under 
tlie treatment of some eight dilferrnt physicians at various tioMs. I 
found her thin, weak» sutiering paroxysms of severe pain in the abdo- 
men, at irregular intervals and of irregular duration, averaging, perhaps, 
once in three days, and continuin'^r from twelve to twenty-four hours. 
The pulse about 120; toni'nf' coan*d ; breath offensive: appetite for 
food verv small : bfvwels exiremeiv costive, so that deieclions orrurred 
only at p«'riods ofeii^dit or nine days, an'! !here would often be discharires 
of consi(h'rable (|uantities of mucus w|j» i» the conslipaiion had been 
overcome by |>owerful cathartics. During the (Miroxysms of pain siie 
bad a sensation of beatin'j in the region of the umbilicus. Moderate 
pressure upon a <pot an inch to the left of the umbilicus brought lo the 
Ongers a strung pulsation, which was synchronous with that of the ar- 
tery at the wrist. This pulsatkm I could always feel, whenever I exa- 
mined, as loog as she lived, although she did not perceive it faenelf ex« 
cept when in paio. In addition Id this, tfaeve was eomplaini of a bear- 
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ing-down sensation in the abdomen, ^' as liiough something himg down 
fnNii here" — she would say, putting her band on the region of the sto- 
mach ; and she stooped in walking acK)8s the rooin, and frequently held 
her hand tightly upon the upper part of the abdomen, saying that she 
believed she should fall in pieces/' There was also occasional nausea. 

Being unable to form a satisfactory diagnosis, supposing that there 
existed some important organic lesion, but having no definite idea what 
it might be, I directed my attention to the mitigation of some of her ob- 
vious troubles. 1 soon ixHind that the inhalation of ether, practised 
with tlie utmost caution, would relieve the paroxysms of pain, and her 
delli;ht at this was worth witnessing ; the use of laxatives, injections, 
cracked wheal, &,c., overcame the constipntlon in some mea^nrr' ; car- 
bonate of iron and quinine improved her strcnt^ih, so thnt at the end of 
six months she was much better than for several years before. She 
had a year and a haU of tolerable comfort. She did considerable work 
about the iiouse, and had the paroxysms of pain unfrequently, and only 
after some error hi diet. The medicine which seenied lu produce more 
direct benefit then any other, and which was given at a period some 
nine months, I think, after I began to attend her, was acetate of lead, 
administered in very small doses and continued for two or three weeks. 
The pulse had varied from 105 to 120 until this time, when it came 
down to 90, and remained during nearly a year from 90 to 100. On 
Thursday, April 24th, 1851, 1 was called to her, and found her with 
the same symptoms which she had frequently exhibited, v}z., pain, nau- 
sea and weakness. I found that she had neglected the use of injec- 
tions, &CC., and that the constipation had returned. The inhalation of 
a few drops of ether overcame the violence of the pain, and 1 left pills 
of aloes and myrrh, and ordered repeated injections. I saw her auain 
on the 26th, in the afternoon, and found hor more ill. Only one 
?!ii:ht (h'jection had resulted from the pills, and nausea and occasional 
voinilni^, with pain, had kept iier sleepless during the previous nigiii. 
Not liking to wive her an emetic, I ^^ave fluid extract of valerian and 
sup. carbonate of soda : hut the taste of the valerian excited voujiung, 
and she rejected perliaps a pint and a half of dark-colored fluid mixed 
with mucus. This seemed to relieve her. She became cheerfiil and 
talkative, and I left her with the promise of calling on the next mom« 
ing, and expected to find her comfortable. At about 8, the neit morn- 
ing, a messenger came in haste, saying that she was very sick. She 
had passed a comfortable night, and seemed convalescent at 7 in the 
morning. At about that time, however, while reaching her hands lbr> 
ward to pull towards he'r a comforter upon her bed, which was not ar^ 
ranged as she wished, she had a sensatbn of something giving way 
and falling down,*' and of excrucintin>^ pain. 1 found her looking badly, 
pulse very quick, small and weak, thirst great, with much anxiety of 
mind. The abdomen hard. Opium and powerful stimulants produced 
but little elTect, and sl)e died at 9 in the morning. 

An autopsy was made, seveiUcffi houre after death, in the presence 
of Drs. Fifield, father and son, of Weymouth ; Dr. Bn diei'. of Quincy, 
and Dr. Holmes, of Braintree. The cavity of the abdomen contained 
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perhaps a (jiinrl of fluiH. a part of which was pus. Upon iho aTiit^rnjf 
pnrf of ^ffMiiHr!) n-.is an opfniu^ ;js larj»e a-* a dinu*, wiib tMiiy uie 
sligliu-sl reinnanl ol a tlun ujemhi-anr whicli liad cov^i' d it. The wilb 
of lliis iilrer were of the lhi( l<i)»'*^s of two thirds ol an ini h. lud ha 
breadth p*Mha]»s two inches. A pau h of bighly-inflarned niiiriiu? mem- 
brauf, of llic siie of a quarter of u tlollar, l)order«.*<] ujK>ii liiis ihickeoed 
poitioo. The peritoneum was considerubly injected. The bladder wat 
CODtneted to the captcit/ of iK»t more than a ffH, There bmd bm 
ooetftoMil oomplaiDts of difteuliy io passing dia mine, and of the qam- 
tity of it bein<,' too amall, but MX socb as to lead ne to tlMok ilib to 
eonstitiite ao important k^Aun in tiie ease, 

1 suppose that the eflbn of lifting the bog rapmnd one of Uie on* 
of the aiomach, and that the attempts of nature to heal the |>art hart 
kept up an inAamioaiion ever since, about eighteen years. Ali the 
aymptQaNt eioepting the pulaatjon, are satisfaciorily ncooooled fat, ud 
as there was no abnormal condition of the beeit or arteries apparent ia 
a rery hasty ccamiriatioQ of diem, this must passibr an increased actioe 
of the ahdominai norta. C* S. 



TKTANU8. 

|Go«aink«ic4i for the BMi«m llwUcal«i4a«Staiiie«ffMl.l 

Au. writers upcm this disease have agreed in fining lis loeality on ths 
bordeit of the tea. Yet there would seem Io eeitain portions sf 
land near the sea which bare ever been noted more than oi iters kt 
its occurrence. Of thost* prtions, this part of the State of New Yorh hsi 
long bad fame abroad for ilie prevalence in it of this disease. \o pait 
of the eastern extreniiiy of ibis island would seem to be free fmin it, 
yet it wouki appear to prevail more extensively in tiiose places in the 
Ininiffliate vicinity of llie a. ;t!id the bav>5 leading lo it. As to it? ira- 
M( ntr I xciiiiig caiHe, rnucii ili' oi v h.js been otf-'red : and [K'rhaps by 
siiil ^eait iiins^ we n»av some day anive ai nM)re <if (»iiite coiiclu^ion as 
to its causc an<i triMlnient. The disease a.ijuisl iikvariably S4i|kei*eaes 
on wounds heakd, or neatly s<.>, auii in ji majoiuy of cases in itKJse 
which occur in the sprinn niotubs of the year, when we have a moist 
and cool atQu>spber0. EsJialaiions from decayed vegetable and animal 
matter, which lias become exposed by drains fiom marshes and pc tids, 
are constantly going on. Also at the same season of the year, ifaerc 
are frequent and sudden clianges in the land and set breezes. .May 
not this combination of dilfereot atmospheres prodnce an electrical stais^ 
which may be the exciting cause of th'is disease ? At a difoent sea- 
son of the year, we have influenxa prevailing, caused very percepnbiy 
by similar changes of almos|>here, and much oflener here littn in oihsr 
parts of the conntry. May not both diseases have laws pecoiiar la 
themselves, yet be similar in iheir exciting cause? It would appear 
that this disease, like many others does not prevail ev< ry year, but rnt'tfr 
at certain periods, whon there ill be reports of sever^i cases w a va- 
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riely of localities ; very much as we find remittent fever at one period, 
and at another dysentery or dianha;a. May not an electrical state of 
tJie atino>ji[iore have much to do with many diseases, respecting which 
we are now in the dark ? Nervous diseases certainly are more ()rrv;!- 
lent in these parts lluia loraierly. The wriier is iuclinefl lo believe 
there is not anyone exciting caiwe, fiofn wliich tetanus might super- 
vene, bul ;» comhiiiaiion of them, or a crrtain electrical state of the at- 
mosphere, occuriing for liie most part it) the spring of llie year, when 
the air is cool and moist. The writer has seen several cases in this 
county, wliere there bad been wounds of the extremities, in which a 
constant fear of tetanus was uppermost in, the patient's mind, accotn* 
panied with fever, and a restless and nervous state of tlie body, which 
might lead the attendant in ibis region to suspect something more than 
diat the disease was about to tratisfer its locality from a wound in tiie 
finger to one of the muscles of the arm, or a gland in the axilla, and 
there cause suppuration of the part. We Inve been led to think that 
tf there had existed in these cases that state of the atmosphere of which 
we have spoken, tetanus would have supervened. Traumatic tetanus 
would seem to prevail more frequently than idiopathic, although there 
are occasional cases of this form. 

Tiie writer has seen cases of tetanus ensuuii^ on llie ulceration of the 
umbilical cord of cliildren, the spasms nttecting the nuiscles of tlie back. 
Mothers are often anxious al>out the j^tatt- of the cord, and call tlie at- 
tention of the physician to see that it is doin*; well, in fear that tiiis dis- 
ease n;ay supervene. 

There is a redeeming feature about the disease in this region, what- 
ever be the cause of it, viz., that it b less prevalent than formerly ; so 
much so, that its terrors are lading away in the minds of tlie people to 
a great degree. 

If the cause of thb disease has been concealed, certainly the cute 
has received but little light, although theories on the local and constitu- 
tional treatment have been numerous, each having its day. Perhaps 
the diffcreace of constitution of the inhabitants of one locality from an- 
other, has been a reason why a course of treatment has succeeded in 
one place and not in another. We all know that exhausting remedies 
may be carried to a greater extent in one rase than another, and that an 
oft-repeated remedy will finally destroy tlie strong inau ; or. in other 
words, may not onr remedies in many cases have hf'»>n ton nxhausling to 
■:hr vit t' i>ruu;iple r It would seem that the more poleiiL remedies are 
ouiiecf 'd with heat and cold, and that all others act as assistants to cnny 
lorwnrd ihc disease. The hot and cold halhs have had their advocates, 
ami would eem to have been successful in some cases ; but in a ma- 
jority they luive been too exliausiing to the vital principle, or the spasms 
soon returned. i\ow, to an inquiring mind, might there not be suggest- 
ed the idea that the patient could be put in some pther fluid or medium 
where he might be warm enough to keep off spasms, and not too much 
exhausted ? A course of treatment like the following has been quite 
successful in this county. Great care has been taken to keep the patient 
constantly, not in the hot bath, but in an atmosphere of 76^ or more. 
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sweaiin j. svith the assistance of |mi1v. ipecac, et opii ; alteratires ht 
one or t A o finjvotih'nis uf llie bowrls daily; *ilitnulating applicalk)n? lo 
the woiiml or iore, siH'h as nil tur;»nniiiie, or volatil*' linnDeiit, or uliat- 
ever |)rr>fju('»» ^ujipuntiitjti liii* \\\ ys,x *.j^f»frt!v. H1i~i«t? ?irp sfhiun 
used. Ui>-\ aii" ilnni'^hl in ilo iiioic iii|uiy th tii iK'nt-lii. The people 
hrtvn a laiK'v Uh u^jh^, a local r«'iiitM|y to Vkunini-i wlien tirst occur- 
rin*;, an alkaliiM* loiiuii, aiul wIm u .svjiipioins *>\ irianits slinw ihera- 
selves, lllal^l(l^ ua ap|>licaliuii lu liie wouiid ul utnuiia a>lee|)t?d ui vuic^ar. 

In the spring of Ip' l'-i, llie wriltT witnessed the progrt^ of a caseaf 
tetanus in New York Hospital, treated successfully by Dr. Watsoa. 
Opium, assaffstida and aloes were usih) as a suppository once in fm 
hours. A history of the case was published shortly after, in the medksA 
papers of the day. Dci;ri« 

Suffoik CbiMly, K r., Jan. 18512. 



ACXIDENTAL GA8TROTOIIY.-OP1ATE8 IN TRAUMATIC INJUEIE& 
(<*a«uai«uwr«i«d for tbe Bmioa Hmliea] aiMl Bttifical JowmL] 

y\n<. v., a hir^u' inu^>«.ijlar uuinaii. nt about 40, al near the rom iw-wjo 
ol llie sevenili month of {ireLMianr v, \\a> sfamiini; upon a plallnrfii, in 
the arl of >li.4kui^ a iiig, Uh; }*!atik on vshicii slw >iv><)il -i.i 

from uiifler her, and >lie was let down U|)on a picket of a fence on 
wliich ilie platibnii rested. The picket penetrated the iotegumcnts aad 
muscles of the abdomeu just below the umbilicus, lacentiog tbe» tis- 
sues, including the periloneuro, from the point of entrance, in a trans- 
verse direction, on each side, to near tlie crest of the ileum, making t 
wound, 1 should think, of near twenty inches in length. The upper 
lid of the woinid, beinj^ convex below, was (bided up over the epigasinc 
region. The contraction of the muscles below , added to iliis circumstance, 
gave width to the woinid, of some six or eight inches, which afibrded a 
very accessible view of the abdominal viscera, the mast procniiMDl of 
which was the distended ^avid uUrmy contninin.; a fcelus near ma* 
turilv, of exlraonlliiary size, visibly struggiinir iri'h great vioitttce from 
the conHi-"»n. wliirh nm-^t have been soinewhal sever*', and was at tha 
central ami ino>t proiniiit iil j)arl of llu* uloiiis. This (•i^cu^^^l.^^l:e, 
a i(i '(i tn the extent of Uie wound, prt3Seuted a uio«>t loruiidabie aod ex- 
tratudinirv -[ucUcle. 

In a lew nunutes from the lime of the event, the patient was nart o- 
tiied by chloiolonn to insensibility. The wound was carefully adjii>Lcii, 
and secnreil by sutures and adhesive straps. Before the specific in- 
Ouence of the chloroform had passed off, a large dose of morphioe was 
given, and repeated suHicicntly often to prevent pain or clear consciooa- 
ness, till tttne had elapiied for the adhesive or suppurative process to be- 
come sufficiently esUiblislied, to secure the patient against inflammatkio 
or suffering, when tlie soporific influence was permitted partially lo sub> 
side, but continued to a less extent. On the fourth or fifth day, the 
wound was found apiiarently firmly united by t})e first intentioQ, through 
its whole length. There had been no indications of suffering, since the 
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first impressioii of the narcotiam ; general nervoas or vascular excitement 
scarcely perceptible ; no hemorrtiagc of importance from the wound, at 
the time of its occurrence ; no artificial depletion, save a saline cathai^ 

tic, or oilipr sedatives than morphine. 

About the sixth day, when the period for anxiety seemed to Imvc 
jtasscd by, and I was contemplating, widi a Km)d deal of ?alibJaclion, ilie 
happy is.sut? of the rase, contrary to s])('( ial directions ( lo j^rnti fy a a^ood 
ajrjnt'ite) \\\v [latn iu took a pretty full meal of indigestible lood, which 
occn inn. li ( oDsidcrable gastric and constitutional disturbance. The 
womul liiiiiK diately assumed a less healthy appearance, became of a 
dark venous complexiuu, and the uiedium by which its middle portion 
was united, to the extent of one third ^of lis length, was broken up. 
Some sloughing of its ed|es followed, which were afiem^ards restored 
by granulation ; an event that, it would seem, might help to correct the 
erroneous, but popular impression, that the afimcnlmy canal alone suf> 
fers from such violations, and perhaps may profitably enforce ii])nn the 
minds of many of the piofession, the fact that a sinct and judkioui 
ftgmen is not less important in surgery than in medicine. But lor this 
provoking indiscrerion, the constitution would scarcely have recognized 
this extensive injury. 

In about two months from the time of the accident, and at the fuU 
period of gestation, Mrs. V. was delivered, by a natural, quick and easy 
labor, of a iiealiliy child, weighing about ten pounds, evidently none 
the \K orM% in anv respect, for the misfortune of its mother, or its own 
Viulem and UiiUmely disturbance. 

The particulars of this case, that have to me given it interest and im- 
portance, are, in the first place, so general a union, by the first intention, 
of 80 extensive a lacerate^ wound. Second, the almost entire absence 
of constitutional disturbance, fnmi a wound of such tissue and magnitude, 
in a pletlioric habit, and in a . condition ordinarily so imUilbhf disposed. 
In the third place, it was expected that a lesion of this character and 
magnitude would have been productive of constitutional disturbance, in- 
compatible with the continuance of j^estation, and miscarriage would 
have been the result ; an event that would probably have been fni^l m tl»e 
child, and increased materially the perils of the condition of the moilier. 
But both were made to sle<'p ihronLdi their perils, till all fendenry to irrita- 
tion was passed, and gestation weiu on to maturity, without a liireaieuing 
indication. 

1 am aware there is but liule certainly in attempting lo estimate the 
extent of the recuperative powers of the system, or predicting the issue 
of any organic lesion, when left to the unaided e^Kts of the restoraiive 
powers. In calculaitnuif the amount of benefit derived from artificial in< 
terfereDce, in any *^iven case, the occasional occurrence of sponta- 
neous recoveries, from the md^t severe organic injuries, forces upon us 
the inference that the most favorable results are often to be ascribed 
more to the salutary efforts of the constitution, than to our best-directed 
exertions. Hut these are exceptions to a general nde. The simi total 
of our experience would leave no reasonable expectation of so favorable 
a result, as in the present case, from tlie unaided efforts of the coosti- 
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ttition» or even finin tiie most effieieot aBtiphiogistir remedies; waA 1 
have hiivxk iiidiic«d tu notice the present ease, imn the fact, that it it 
one, of many, in which 1 have had occasion to make trial of the stroDf 
and uninttMTiipled soporifir influence of opiates, in protecting the «v5:tem 
from inflnfiimntron Rtirl otlir-r consequences of traumatic injuries. From 
an early peiuxi dan uiics li !\c hoen rf»*=or!rfi to as a mean* of making 
sever * ori'TiiH' l< vioii'' iiion* lol'-ralile, tu a vtry limited rm<i iiii riici'-at 
Mxlciit. laU wiiliidii a lull roii-irifni-ness of iheif aid to fi)*' rQii3«3ri"aiiv"e 
powt r. or (lie cxitMit to wliicli liitv mtifht ^a^ ly and advaiiiai^eously be 
carri* <! ; aiul in various ctjiubiualiuab, opinlt i tiave more recendy become 
the remedy of our great reliance in some of ihe uiost intractable and 
dangerous forms of inflanimation, particularly of the fibrom mmd aersat 
Itafvef. And although they have ceased lo be looked opoo as meraly 
palliative, and are gainin<j^ ii\X3a the oonfideooe of the pcofessioot ss 
raiieet 1 have the iniprt^ion that they have not atumed the mik tad 
eQo6dence in tills respect that they merit or are dcsiiiied to attain. Fi^ 
quent trials and observations have suggested, have forced upoe me, the 
eonvictiou, that in order to avail ourselves of the full benefit of this 
class of remedies, either as a means of defendins; the constilutioa liposi 
the consequences of injuries, or of controlling inHammation, we must in* 
sist (when not particularly cootra4odicated) npon their most uilaiias aad 
Hniritrrnij>!( d Influence. 

ll irritation h the precursor, ox a rniidltion iiere^-arlly preceding 
jUimmatimy it seems rational u» conclude, thai ib prevention or control 
mu?t pi-evcnt the accessinn dl' surrpedini? slai;e5. while tlie cause of irri- 
tation is bt .iii^ removed by the pn>c'( >s ot secrtiion or adiir-ion. If the 
ijifhunmatory procest be continued by llie reciprocal action of the ner- 
vous and vascular tissues, the latter being njoved to morbid action 
through the agency of the former, all analogies wottkl seem to sanctiaa 
the propriety of diiectiog our first and special atteotioQ to tbe Ibcmer, 
while depletion, whbb has special referaoce lo the vascular sysle^^ 
would be looked upon as an is^psrtoil, but as <Ae seeenrf eonsideiiitkia. 

Between the phenomena presented b^ tbe di^jent (imctioos* in jw* 
rakfiiff and those of subjects liilly iianaslteMt by either of tbe mMtUkiif 
agents, th« :' h a close, if not penect analo^^y. In both, tlieie is a as- 
pension of the animal functions, and a visible depressioo of the orgaaie. 
Both are incompatible with any hioh degree of vascular or ioBammaton- 
action. Both depend upon a partial suspension of the nervnos influence ; 
and both nn; illo'^trativr' of tfie full sedative effect of opiates : the effi^t of 
the latter lu lnL' a fnore fiM-hN' imprf"5«i(>n of the same tv|>e, and tornisbes 
Tjs with efticieiit ami loLMiimato tm-an'; of controlling other funcliuns. par- 
iicnlurly of lli<' vascular <V"«lem, i!nou:;h the a;;^ency of the mrv&us, 
when dangerous cousequencei am to be apprelieoded from their inordi- 
nate action. Yours respectfully, J, C. Baadbury, 

Old Town, Mt,y January ld5'2. 
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TRANSLATIONS, Ac. 

BY JAMES HRYA.N. M.D., OF PHILADELPHIA, 
[CommuiUcated Tor the llmum Medical aiul Surgical JounuU.] 

A peeuiiar Add secreted in the Paremek^ma of the Lmgs, By M. F« 
VcHDBiL. — (Thenardy Duioas, PeJouse, coram.) — 1 have been abW 
to extract from the pareiichyniatous structure of the lungs of most nni- 

mals, a peculiar acid, crystallized, forming with bases crystallized combi- 
nations. This acid, secroted by the pulnionnry parencliyma, is found, 
in part, free, and in ^n au i amount in combination with soda. To ob- 
tain it isdaled, I have pro-ceded in the following; manner. The tissue 
of the lunij is first cnt fine, then pounded in cold distilled water. 
The licjuid, sliaiaed ihrou^li muslin, possesses sensible acid le-aciion. 
The liquid is healed uvur u sand-baih to coatjnlaie the albumen, iheu 
neutralised by the waterof baryta and evaporated on a sand-bath. Re- 
duced to Chree iburtlis of its pruuitive quantity, it is then precipitated 
W the tulplMiie of copper, whicD produces a large precipitate. The liquid 
filtered eomainsan exeeis of the sulphate of copper, which is removed bj 
addin|[a little of the sulphate of barium ; this forms ao insoluble preGi|iU 
tale of the sulphate ot baryu and of the sulphate of copper. The liquid 
is filtered and evaporated until it forms crystals of the sulphate of soda ; 
a little diluted sulphuric acid is tlien added ; and it is afterwards treated 
with pure boiliag alcolioJ. This latter dissolves the acid of the lungs, 
and leaves the insoluble sulphate of soda. On the cooling of the al- 
cohol and a few houre after, there are formed, round a centre, groups 
ofacicuiur crystals, which will in a short time line tfie ?iffes of the vessel. 
By the addition of the sulphate of copjter m the primitive liquid, we 
have developed a mnUittide ol substances, such as fats, unroa«iulated ai' 
bumeu, &.c., which prevent the isolation of the pulmonary acid. Thus 
obtained, the acid is a shining body, refracting light powerfully. Heated 
to 100°, II luocs us water of crystallization ; at a higher temperature, it 
crepitates and melts, then it deco<npose$, and leaves an empyreumatic 
residue; a carbonaceous substance remains, which finally disappears, 
leaving no ashes. 

This body is very soluble in water, insoluble in cold alcohol and in 
ether, but adoble in boiliag alcohol. An elementary analysis proves it 
lo be composed of carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, sulphur and oxygeif, iu 
definite prof>ortions. It forms ccystallizable salts with bases» and expels 
carbonic acid from carbonates. 

The presence of an acid, secreted by the parenchyma of the lungs, 
appears to us to be of fjnNit importance in physiology, in truth, the 
acid is found in contact wiili the carbonate of soda of the blood, brought 
by the r;i]Ml!Hnes; it decomposes this salt in ui.iling with llie sodn. and 
tli<' rai l*oiiu \\r\(\ becomes free in the hm»^ iiidicatin" that this arid is 
IcMined in I'lr lennr, and not in the blood, which is alkaline. In uniting 
Willi tiie soda of the blood, tins acid does not change the reactions ol' this 
fluid, because it merely lakes the place of the carbonic acid which is 
expelled by the process of respiration."'' 

He promises, in auuiher iuemoir, to present a fuUei account of the 
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chetnict! reactions wrhicb the presence of this acid in the tungs io- 
irolvcs. 

There b doubtless much ^et to be learned in reference to the cbemictl 
changes which lak** place m th(5 blox), in ihe process of i^piration — 
whatevpr Mr$, Willard's theory in reference to the meclianical function 
of circulation may i^xplain, and wbalerer our firtend Dr. Cartwrighi, of 
IVfw Orleans, may iliink of <*xp«iiiii»nis on insects and the aboivt theoiy 
of Mf. W. fVe pn*f«T hy far a ijfntle t<*nd«»ncy to croduhty in our pro- 
ff«'^i(iii. III thnt ronrf»iieH incn*dnhtv wliirli snrers at all ncufhies. and 
tries to r>ia!)!i^ti an iinpr^<^<5tr>n of It-i own importance and ieamiiiii, on us 
nrunn-n in <lr(ir(inL: l^inlt-^ in lln* invf'tigations of others* "A*/ *WC 
Uibi'i > — an<i thi'>f iliini:'^ pro'lucf und induce lahor. 

\S r u ill now add a !• \v lim-*^ <»r iranslalicwi and rt inarks on tiie subject 
of - a new method of ^ludyin^ the n«»rvous ^Nsi.-m, applicable lo lb« 
investigation of the anatomical distribution of ilie nervous cords, and lo 
the dis^osis of tiie diseases of the n(*r?ous system, during life and after 
death/' by IV. Wallnr. (Comm. : Mtj^die, Serrm, FbuMS.) Tim 
for our friend, Prof. Dowler, who will doubtless uae the Frenchnuui b the 
proper way, , 

This process consi^ut in the section of diflerent parts of the nertoos 
system, both nerves and spinal marrow, in a way to intemipt their con- 
n»^tion with the ct>ntral portions, and after having protected the animal's 
life for a certain period (the tiim* varyin*?, in our experiments, fimn one 
to two or three months), to determine, by means of a microecop*'. thp 
cban£;e«? which the pans undenjo, both peripheral and central. We 
know already that wh. n the connection of a nerve with the spinp i«; rnt 
off, the elemental V pait^ r»f the nerve become di^oraanized. In e\[v n- 
ment«i made ini sciatic nerves of froi^s and raMiils. «ireat (iitli- nltvas 
are experi<*nced on arcottnt nf the facility u iiii which th** mtratutudar 
substance lo^es its tran-parency and <'on<i«t'*ncp. The diliicuUies ar*; 
ineivased from the fact ihal the chanii<'>> induced in ihc^e nerves by the 
necessary preparation, are greater than ordinary pathological changes. 

" In order to guarantee from all chancres of error, it is necessary to 
select a membrane, which, while it contains well-formed famt6c«tioos of 
nerves, is at the same time sufficiently transparent to be examined by 
a microscope, without previous preparation. Althongh many roembnnea, 
such as the intm-digital of the frog, and the bladder of the same anioMl, 
have these conditions, nothing is equal . to the elastic and tnuisparent 
ton;;(ie of the frog. This tongue has, as is known, two >ets of nerves; 
the first, which is regarded as corresponding with the bvpoijlossal, may 
be seen through the transparent 6bres of tlie roylo-hyoi^ nmscle, when 
the skin is raised in the hyoid reijion ; the second, which corresponds 
\vi?li the L,'!osso-pharyngeal of the mammalia, may b«» seen dirortly thrrni_di 
ihc inucun- memhrfine of liie mouth. In the ftm'jiform papillae, liiere 
are, as 1 have demonstrated . nervous tiihe<?, lerminatinij: in lre*» extremi- 
ties, and so snperfieial that they mav he readily s»'»'n in the hvin^ ani- 
mal, by stn'tcl)in<4 the tongue, Orn^ wav ofohservmi^ these ne> Vf«, c<wi- 
sisis in elevatinir a small ^Kirliod, like the head of a pin. and submitting 
it to the aiicro9CO|Mi. In general, by this process, it is ea»y to dtstiu* 
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giiisli these nerves and to count their tubes ; but should tliey be obscured 
by the vessels, or the epitheliuiii, they may be easily separated from both 
bv a drop of caustic potash, which dissolves all but the nervous tissue. 
The tongue presents all the cooditions necessary for the study of the 
alterations of the nerra after section ; for here the tubes are already dis- 
played without any manipulation, and adapted to inspection by the micro- 
scope. All that is necessary, day by day, after the division of the nerves 
from the spine, is to inspect the gradual progress of disorganization. If 
the glosso-pharyngeal be cut, and the other left, for comparison, we will 
see at the end of four or five days, in summer, that the nervous tubes 
liave already altered, that signs of change will be observed in the intra- 
tubular substance, and transverse lines will indicate a solution of con- 
tinuity. In the second period, that is to say, after ten days in summer, 
the nervous tubes are found filled with spheric i\nd oblong t:;lobules, ine- 
gularly mixed, a.s if with the two substances which are found in ti^se 
tubes in a ikmimliI condition. At a third period, this matter i'^ fnund 
changed to black eninuhir substances possessing chemical properties, dif- 
ferent from the iionnal suh^tance, for it r^ists the action of acids and 
alkalies. After this periotl, the changes which take place in the nerves 
CQQsist in the elimination of these dark gianules, which is done very 
slowly in the adidt frog ; for, at the end of a year and more, they are 
found in great quantities m some tubes, while omers are empty. 

*^ It is easy to demonstrate, by elevating larger portions, that the same 
changes take place in the larger branches, up to the point of sectkm. By 
means of these alterations the whole tract or the nerve mav he followed ; 
for, by submitting the entire organ to a feeble alkaline solution, so as to 
dissolve the epidielium, we can verr easily follow the ramifications of the 
altered nerve. We will thus see that sometimes one and sometimes the 
other of these nerves impinges on the domain of the other ; and that 
sofTunirnes portions of the left glosso-pharyngeal are distributed to the 
riglit side, and vice versa. We may thus, nUo, see the numerous anasto- 
moses which exist between these two ntr\ ts, especially on tlie median 
line ; for the normal fibres are continually found mixed with the disor^ 
ganized. 

" While these changes, however, are taking place on the inferior sur- 
face, the superior retains its nonnal condition. In a froj]^, iu u hich 1 cut 
the glosso-pharyngeal nerve, J found, after two nioi^dis, that the tubes 
contained only tliese black grauides, while those of the superior surface 
were in a nonnal conditkm. At the end of sbc moDths, and even after 
a year, I observed the same di£fereiice»" 

The author proceeds to speak of the leproduetkm of nerves (the resU^ 
ration of the fimctions of wnbh, he says, never takes place rally), the 
eflfects of age, temperature, electtksity, section of the spmal marrow, sec* 
dons of the roots of nerves, &c«i and of the disotganizatkm of nerves, as 
seen by the microscope. 

Jmiuary, 185^ 
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CffLOROFORM.—UNPLEASAMT, IF NOT UNUSUAL EfTECTS. 

BT ». B. COTTIXO, II.D.f BOXBCBT, MASI. 
fCoMintnrtc^ Ibrlte B«wtatt avftm JammLI 

A Mii»i>T-F- \r;rn nnH vcrv innsrular man. who h ul r»T( i\ imI an oli"ir''r- 
iiijiirv IK ;ii tlic «•', U. )\v-)<>!nt. u ;is "^ralfd in a rliair :hi(! j)iit iitifi-.-r cliloro- 
fonii lor « \;iiiiiii;iti()ii. -ooii :i> Ix- was liillv «'l!icn7.*.-(l, lh»' mosl prr^ 

fiiM' voitiltiiiL: ami pur^iiij^ uccuitccI, to lUtt ccmru>»un oi all parue?. 
Fuitimuii "y he was at his own bouse. 

Anotlicr natient, a young lad, etherized for the reductkm of a dislo- 
cated clavicle, bad invotuDlary discbarges from bowels and bladder a$ 
soon as the chloroform took enect. 

Not remembering to have seen such e0ects reported, tbe abo?e in- 
stances^ in iny own practice, are recorded, to put other practitiooen on 
their guard when about to administer cblorofonn at tlieir own oflicea. 

THK BOSTOiN MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 
BOtSTON, JANUARY S8, I8»l. 

RtuUcal Cure of Ihrni r — Henry Bryant, M.D., the successful anth. r ot 
a Hovl>i«>n prizo o^-av, iii is 17, on ^^tiSject, has been iiiduced to pub- 
lish his dissertfition n! \]ns late ptrunJ, \n consequence of havinj^ «ef»n. in 
the Medical Journal, a request fur infurmatioo on thi? subject, by ilit; Cora- 
mittee of tbe American Medical Aseoetation. Thote who rettd cbie 
pamphlet will aj^ree that Dr. Bryant has given a clear end full acfonsi e( 
all the methods of treaiincr bemia known to France, up to the peri«def 
clogin^ the essay. Hin industry and research are in the highest de;gree 
commejjdnhlp. nor has the esfsay cnmc 'Mh? d iy after the fair." The fact 
is, an opinion is ir' tif^rsiUv e\pn'«-r(l iluii the ordinary Mircrira! tnc'liod? \\\ 
this atl^ction air j»*»t always rtliubie. Ca^es, no tloul.i, are radically 
cured by some of all the proposed processes, but operators cannot proceed 
with the same degree of boldness and certainty, that they do in extrscting 
to mors or sounding al)ecesses. There is always a fear and an aozietr 
which is not common in the ordinary course of surgery. In short, some- 
thin ? is to bo achiovt'd. if it has not been, and this is what the American 
A^'^n riaiion will promulgate to the world* whenever it is possessed oi the 
iiilormalion. 

The result of the diflerenl operations, as described by Dr. Bryant, is ex- 
tremely interesting, and we desire to thank him for the instroctioD adbrded 
in the poges devoted to that particular part of his inquiry. He k a clear 
writer and an honest chronicler. This onpretonding but truly msfui 
synopsis of French aitompis at a radical cure of hernia, is worthy of a 
deliberate examination by the surgical portion ot the profession. 



Analytical Compendium of Mtiieal Sctence.^A second edition, revwed 

and enlarged, of several iiii|)()rtafU elementary works, under one cover, by 
Drs. Neill and Smith, of Philadeiphia, will be well received. The iripr?-. 
cal public is making urgent demands for good hooka, and students to ihe 
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Various branches of the science of medicine, who have made any advances 
ID medical knowledge, have learned to discriminate between authors and 
appreciate the services of the best. In this compact volume there is a 
complete hand-book of Anatomy, finely illustrated* and in nil respects an 
excellent and reliable treatise. The plaies alone nre valuable, without a 
line of text. Next, there follows a hand-bnnk of Surg^ery, equal in all its 
relations to the other. It is n cc)iiflen<;efl vsieni of operative s^urq^rrv, but 
coiiLaiijji enough to make anv inuti iuiuiiiar with that branch who studies 
it faithfully. Thirdly, the liand-book of Materia Medica is presented, 
embracing therapeutics. We have rarely seen a more compact diirest of 
that department, in which nothing seems to have been omitted, and yet it 
only claims to be quite elementary. Then the hand-book of Chemistry is 
introduced. Much as that essential appendnn-e is nef^lected amnn!»' us, a 
careful snuly of this little compilation would rouse a vtrr dull student to a 
realization of its value to a practitioner. And, lastly, the hand-book of the 
Practice of Medicine is presented as. All constitute a rich, well-propor* 
tioned volume, and it is ofiered at a price that makes the purchaser feel that 
he has his money's worth. As usual, Messrs. Blanchard & Lea, the PhiU 
adelphia publishers, have neglected nothing on their part to give the whole 
a good typographical fioisb. In Boston it may be found at Tick^aof 
& Co.'s. 

Worcester Lunatie Hospital.'—Dt, Chandler's annual legislative docu* 
ment is creditable to him. There are too many tabular statements for our 

convenience the present week, and the report will have further attention. 
Foreign paupers have got the ascendancy, aecordincr to the ofTicial declara- 
tion of the trustees, and have crowded the unforttuiate thai hclouir to 
Massachusetts out of the home prepared for them. This is only the begin- 
ning of troubles, for the new hospital that is to be reared will soon be 
in their possession also. Never was a sovereign State so grievously bur- 
• dened. The people bear the growing evil without a murmur, and it is 
therefore taken for nrnnied thnt taxation for the support of the cast•o^^ 
humanity of Europe is an agreeable exercise of iheir charity. 



Progress of Pauprrism. — Seven hundred new paupers, from foreign 
countries, came into Bostcui in 1S-j1. There are G.OOo paupers in the city 
from Ireland and Enq^land, which the industrious citizens are tnxf^d to sup- 
port; but from the fact thai they do not object to feeding and clothing the 
refuse and worthless population of Europe, as fast as they arrive, it is pre- 
sumed they will continue to pay whatever may be assessed, without daring 
to remonstrate. It cost the people of Massachusetts $73,696 last year 
to support paupers — mo?t of whom are foreigners. By and by the poor 
tax among us will be more severe than it is in England. 



New Lunatic Hospital. — Some weeks since, an article was prepared 
for the Journal, di>*approving of the cour<^ adopted by the Slate of Massa- 
chu.seiis in r^ ^poct to locating this new msuiutiou in a town which should 
subscribe the most money towards it. By some accident the uiiicle vvas 
lest ; but it is not now too late to say that we consider it beneath the dig- 
nity of the old and wealthy State of Massachusetts to be running a com* 
mittee over the Commonwealth to receive propositions from selectuten and 
towQs^which, in plain language, means, how much will you give if we 
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will drive the slakes here? Some towns bid largely; but uo, it ua«n*t 
eaoiigU, aud ioon the cantmitiee were heard of in another phice, lisieiuiig 
to overtoret. Now it is not to be supposed the commtttee were pertics- 
lerly inlluencod by the speeches they liateQed to, as they were in tsaidi 
of a snii;il.le locality* irrespective of the price of %'egetables in the neigh- 
borhood ; but courlejiy obliirt d th^-m in wail patiently till ihe capabilities 
of iho TP'z\nn wcrf ploqiienil V forili.when ihev rppnirpd to another, and 
iher'' lia l a r*^j)''tiii'iii of the >aiiio story, ff a Mto allogeiher -^imahk* for 
the i>ru|>o».*«i iiospiial lia.-i been louod, diid report >ay9 it has, it will be 
email basioess for the Stale to lake a bit of land, a thousand of brick, or a 
Cheshire cheese, towards rearing; up the edifice in some other place. Let 
the Stab p;ty, as would ao individual, for what it has ; and when necessilj 
obliges (he Lopfi^lature to be;^, let it bo done with a bold front, like a sturdy 
Italian mf fid it-ant who has redii<'rd it to a science. If the town of Taunton 
rai>* s 7 or 10,001) doliars towar l- ii^si>ting the Siat*» to iocaie the in^iiiu- 
Hull in tliat beautiful lowu, we hope the Stale will have ihe Sill-respea 
not lo lake iu 



Tremmt Medical ScAoo/.— A catalogue of the past and present students 
•f Ibis institution, v«ry neatly arran^, with an account of its origin and 
plan of instruction, is circulating. Those who hafe an tntereet in ue pro* 
gress of medical education will be g^ratified with the prosperity of this 

school. Thoroughness evidently an cdomeni thai li i> 1- I in its success 
and distinction. The old svslcm of tikint: r-tiidorits into a phv>'!ri3n's 
olHce — to run for luck arnon|( such Imoks as ]\r could tin J. d^peiidin,' Nr 
all that he knew, fur a certainty, on ihe college lectures — has qaiie pa»:><;d 
away in Boston. And how could it be otherwise, while such prorisioo 
exists for the pursuit of medical study as characietizes the Tremoot School 
and tome other simitar organiaitions. 



Dmnftcting Lamp. — ^A note, from a medical friend, reminds us of a 
beautiful, simple, ecoporoical apparatus, for ove rcoming bad odors and 
purifying any a[mrinient where the air i^ loaded with noxious materials. 

A description of it hn< already apprsired, but the reference, in the note 
alfn l<?d to, has nnrortnnait ly (h t ri mislaid. The whole matter, however, 
i> simply this. Take one ol any oi ihe various kinds of srlass lamp?^ — for 
burning camphenc, (or example — and iiii ii wah cliloric eiiier, aud Vi-^hi 
the wick« In a few minutes the object will be accomplished. In dissect* 
ing rooms; in the damp, deep raults. where vegetables are sometimes 
fltored, or where drains allow the escape of olfensive gases; in oot-baiM- 
ings; and, in short, in any spot where it is desirable to purify the atmcKi- 
phere. burn oop of ih» so lamps. One tube, charg^ed with a wick, is quite 
Fuflicienl. This su ji^-^. ^tion is renlly worth remenibenn? ' 'r ih'? com fort 
ol a sick rooiu, bccau.'^e it is eaaiiy accomplished, agreeable, aod more 
economical lur purifying than any procesis now known. 



Travels in the EoMt, — A volume of about 400 pages, duodeeimo, ilhis. 
trated by numerous engravings — a Pilgrimage to the Ruins of E^-pt, 

1^ the editor of this Journal — will be oublished by Meam. Gould k 

Lincoln, of Boston, in the course of a lew weeks. It will soon be foi* 

lowed hv another vohmif, entitf-'d a Pilirrimai^e to Palp-iin^^. emf r^''ia|r 
exploraiioos in Turkey aod the kingdom g[ Greece, by the :same auihor. 
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Case of Triphts. — We understand that a lady of Winchester, in this 
State, wns atlended. od Sundny last, by Dr. S. W. Drew, of Woburn, and 
w}i?» si fely delivered of three boys, who wilh the mother are doing well. 
A report of ihe case may be expected next week. 



Medical Instihttion of Ynte College. — The Examining CoiTunittrp con- 
vened on Wednesday, January 14th, and conlinned in ^c^sion i \ > lays. 
Present on the part of the Connecticut Medical Socit iy : KuIum Blaiu nian, 
M.D„ of Fair6eld, PrendetU ; Pliny A. Jeweit, M.E)., of New Haven; 
Benjamin Welch, M.D., of Salisbury; Aahbel Woodward, M.D., of 
Franklin; Pinckney W. Ellsworth, M.D., of Hutford. 

On the part of Yale College : Profe^sni.^ B. SiUiman, E. Ives, Jonathan 
Kniirht, T. p. Bfcrs, C. Hooker, ami M. Binnson. 

Foiutccn ('aii(licl;ilps wero pxnmiin il and received the def^rec of M.D. 

Alvan Talcou, M.D., ol Guiilord, in htiiail of the Board ol Exarnmcrs, 
gave the annual address to the candidates. 

Benjamin Welch, M.D., and Pinckney W. Ellsworth, M.D., were 
appointed to g^ive the annual addresses in 1S53 and 18o4. 

Pliny A. Jewett, M.D., of New Haven, was appointed to report the pro- 
ceed in of the Board to the President and Fellows of the Connecticut 
Medical Society. 



Use of Alcohol in Prcscri])tiri/u. — Mr. Editor, — The following Resolu- 
tion was introduced at a tenipernnce mcctingj, not long j«ince, by a medical 
roan, and adopted, viz. : **Besoited, that alcohol is not a medicine, but a 
convenient vehicle only, in which to give what are really medicines." I 
have drafted the resolution from memory, and have the true import, if not 
the exact wordin£j of it. As the mover of the resolution seems quite confi- 
dent that his position can he sustained, I forward it for the Jotirnal, thai a 
more general e.\pr< >«ion nmy be had, and thai ilie Iriends of temperance 
luay be properly advised upon ihe subject. Yours uuiy. B. 

Jan, aSi, \BS2, 

fti^JTdfl: I)i'tn'rf Medical Society. — The regular nionihl riT-ptiiif: oftljo SiifToIk DHtricl Medical 
Society wiil in: held at ibe Masonic Temple, ou Satunlay uvuuiuff, 31st Jan., at 7A o'clock. 
An Adjourned Staled Meeting, for bunneu, will be held on Wedaeeday, 4lli Feb., Rt 4 P. M. 



To Rkadeks CuKKKSPuNiit.*(Tfi.— Vol, 46 of (his Journal will be cominiiticed oexl 
week, and will be tent to a lori^r number of tubRrriben than ever before reretved it. Many of 

otir hr<t mr'lirni writers', in tJirtcrriit j>nrts of the coiintrv, appreciate the ad^ ruil;ifi,cs ofbein^ read 
iis cxieiulett circle ut [liUron-, aud roiniiiuoicaiioui) Ironi their pen-i m.i y be exjiectcd aslHirvtorore. 
A traushitioo of a Freic it wnk, by ]>l. I'ioiry, on auMullatioii, h.iv iieen made for the Journal, 
and will be commenrod and coniinued in the eoraing volttaia. Tlic rollnwiog papers are on haitd. 

On Mercurial Filling for the Teeth, Yeart in Putrid Son Throat, Lithotripsy in the Female, 
Koii<i<io lor Tn[K -W'>rni. Strirfiirc iiftlie Umhni, Caie of Neuralgia, Leprosym Neiw Brunswick, 
I\oiice ol the Prize Essay on i'roup. 

The writer of a eommunication, already acknowledged, entitled " Letters from the South, 
fia. 1," is iiiformed that we think no fjood wnuM rome from publishing It. VVe should mUCh pra- 
ter to lay it Hiide, aud allow bis next nurnl>er to take the place of this one ill tlie series. 



fhnths itt nostflii — for ti r week ending 8alur«1ay noon, Jr^n '"'itt r'v. — Mnles.S?— female*, ?8, 
Apoplexy, 1^ — coiigej»ij<Jii ol iiic brain, 1— coii!»untf*tion, D— conviil-mns, I— cancer. 1— croup, 4— • 
diarrnoea, I— dropsy. 3 — dropsy of the brain, 3 — typhus fever, 4 — typhoid fever, 3— hooping 
cough, 2— homicide, 1— disease of heart, 2— infantile, 8.— inflammation of the lung^, 11— maras* 
mu«, I— neuralgia, 1 — necrosis of jaw, l->old a^jfe, S-^puerperal, 1— smallpox, 2— scrofula, I— 
teething, 1 — imknnwn |. 

Under b year*t 2(i--hetwecn 5 aud SO years, 8 — between tO and 40 years, 12— between 40 
and 60 years, 10— orer 60 yaara, 9. Americans, 90} foraigaers and ciuldna of foreiguent, 9A. 
The above inehidei 10 daatte al (an Cily InatitulMMM. 
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Medical Atttndanrt on FemQm ly the Vear.— Ahhonch coodemncd in 
9troncf and unef|uivoca| language by the National Medical As&ocia'Hin, 
yel ive reij^rei to sinU':, lhal ihe practice ol itiirndin^ families an<} ii fii\ id'i- 
a)s by ihf vt'ir. hiis Uoome a cryin:: — n j^r^ ai l \ hi rnf>ny of our c .ie>, 
if we an* corr^ '-'lv iiilornipd. Il is unjust im iLveif, :ind cannot result I'l 
any thing but iiu><.hic'f lo die prufciisiou uud u> parties coniru^^aiig. 
The physician should receive a fair— « just remoiierauoo for bis aarricA ; 
And hia clienu iihould be c*ompelled to pay only for aoeh profeasioiial atten- 
tion as they may receive ; biii ** yearly practice ** aims at a apeciea of 
miserable, pftiy monopoly, which i? at war with the objects — the nolle 
purpn^Mvi of a liljcr;il and eulighlenul proA s^ion, Ynii mny barriin v. --h 
your L'ror»'r. y*"*'"" b"!*''}i*T. vour lnuiiilr»'>?. aini no harm coriie> ui or by 
il ; but lor uii iioiiurubni, an cduciiled phyaiciaa, to hire hjui^elf hy ihe 
3'ear, like a slave; lo plivlge his talents and his services, for a siipulaied 
auin« il in direct violation of the elhica of the profeasion, and indicaie« at 
onrc an unwillingrneM to enter the field of fair and honorable compeiiitaa 
with his brethren. — Nem Oriuau Med, and Surg. JmaimL 



IdgiUure of the ExUrmd Mitt ArUff,^^ Sktoiday, December 9Bth, 
Fh>f. Stone applied a ligaiore to the exieffoal iliac artery, Ibr a krge aaea- 

rism ol the femoral, near Foupart's ligament. 

The oprratjon \v!i« performeii fore the medical class and a number of 
meiiical ^' iulfinen, in the oprriiiiiiij theatre attached to the Charity Hot- 
piiai. The patietu declined the beoetiis of chiorofann» and bore the opera- 
lion quite well. 

ProC Stone operated wiik hia oaual dexterity and skill. Four days 
after the applicauon of the iigatare» the patient seemed progressing &vor* 
ably. The issue will be raporlsd in our March oomber. — A. 



Case of Kufn'urc of tht Heart. — Reported by Edwin R. MAXSu^^ M.D. 

—In March of 1S49, Mrs. K , a lady of thirty, of common health, 

while carrying her child of two yearn old, playfully lifted it over her head, 
when she felt nn uneaainess in Uie cardiac region. Tbii: wus soon followed 
by a senfkaiion of wamnth, and an unusual fluttering of the heart, which, 
however, partially sn!. iJ. d in a liitio lime. 

She now kept alwui ih<' hou^i mrwt of ihr* time for the following: !«ro 
days, ihoii jli she wua soniewliai Uidi>;i •(! iroin a fclincr of wanridi and 
fullness, or pr«^-siirc, about the heart, wau occasionai irregular aclioo of 
that or;^an. The preceding symptoms were followed, towards the clo>e of 
the second day, by slisrht f«yncopi\ dizxineest and a general feeling of on* 
easiness and prostration. On retiring to rest, at evening, she became 
thirsty and ciiibd for drink, and the next moment she was dead. 

I 'V IS iiivjf.^ 1. by tlie politpne.es of two meilical g^enllenien, to asM>i in 
inakuit: ail t^xainiiiannn ; which we did 4*^ bnnr^ rilier death. We lound 
the pericari!:inn tilled with coiifulaie.l biood, maknig an envelope, i.tarly 
covering the heart. There wtt» ii rupture of the right auricle aiiiucicnt!) 
large to admit a crow quill, the edges being loose, thin, and somewhat 
ragged. — Buffalo Med, Jour, and Rtview, 



A Medical Society has been f( rmt d in T/Ouisa Co., Va., and our ukflti, 
Dr. W, A. Gillespie, of Louiaa, cUoficu piciideuU 



Digitized by Google 



Digilizi 



I 

I B. F. H. Co. 



Lifcitized by Google 



( ) 

CHLOROFORM.^UNPLEASANT, IF HOT UNUSUAL EFTBCTa 

BT B, COTTIKQ| 1I.D.| BOXBVBT, HAM. 
fCnOTiWlemd fcr Am Bomb IMIml mmi B w rg i gti Joml.) 

A Bni)T)i,F,-\f;KD and very Jiiusruhr man, wlio hat] receiv<^il an ol>'=;rinx- 
injury near the eil)ONV-joint, w as scuttd in a chair aiu! put iinfl< r chloro- 
form for examination. As soon as he was fully cllierized, liie most pro- 
fuse vomiiiiifj ami j)i]r!Ting occurred, to the confusion of all paiiies. 
Foitunately he was ut his own house. 

Another patient, a young lad, etherized for the reduction of a dislo- 
cated clavicle, had involuiitaiY iHscharges Imm bowels and Madder as 
aoon as the chloroibmi took eftct. 

Hoc rememberiDg to have seen such e^cts reported, the above b- 
stanoes, in iny own practice, are leconted, to put other pnclitionen oo 
their gaard when about to administer chlotofenn at their own oflfees. 



THE BOSTON M£DICAL AND SUROIOAL JOU&I^AIi. 

BOSTON, JAMUARr 18, latl. 



Tt'ullral Cure of Hernia. — Henry Brvant, M.D.. tho «urfr.N>:rti! author of 
a iiuyUion prizf c?cay, in 1847, on this subject, hai^ Lh ch iiniucfcd lo pub- 
lish his disseriaiiuti ai this late period, in consequence of having seen, in 
the Medical Journal, a request for information on thi? subject, by the Com- 
mittee of the Amerieaii Medical AMoefadon. Those who read thi» 
pamphlet w ill agree that Dr. Bryant has giren a clear BOd foil account of 
alt the methods of troatincr iiemia known to France, ap to the period of 

cinsintr the csay. His industry and research arc in the hirhc«l dcjjree 
commendable, nor has the es«nv come '• ihe day after ihe fair." Tlic f.icl 
iai, an opinion is ^pncrnllv evpres:^efl thai the ordinary suri,^ic;ii methods ui 
this ahecliou are not aUvays reliable. Cai^es, uo tloubl, are raiiically 

cared by some of all the proposed processes, but opetators cannot proceed 
with the same de^ee of boiclness and certainty, that they do in extinctioc^ 
tumors or souBding ab6ceN^e^. There is always a fear and an aoxietf 

which is not common in the ordinary course of surgery. In short, some- 
thing^ is to be arhievpfi, if it his not been, and thi^ what the American 
Association will promulgate lo the world, whenever it is possessed of the 
information. 

The result of the difierent operations, as described by Dr. Bryant, is ex- 
tremely interesting, and we desire to thank him for the ioatmctien aiibfded 
in the pages devoted to that particular part of his inquiry. He is a clear 
writer and an honest chronicler. This unpretending but truly useful 

synopsis of French attempt^ at a radical ctire of hernin, h worthy of a 
deliberato exammaiioa by the surgical portion ol the profe«sioa. 



Analytical CompenHum of Medical Setencs.— A second edition, iwieed 

and enlarLTed, of spvnral important elementary works, under one cover, by 
Drs. Neiil and Smith, cri' l^hi1nd<:'lphia, will be well received. The medi- 
cal public is making urgent demands for good boolL^s, and students in iba 
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Various bnnrhes of the science of meiiicine, who have made any advances 
in medical knowledge, have learned to discriminate between authois and 
appieeiate the ietfkee of the best. In this compact volume there is a 
eoinplele hand-book of Anatomj, finely illustrated, and in all respects an 
excellent and reliable treatise. The plates alone are valuable, without a 
line of text. Next, there follows a band-book of Sorgerf , equal in all its 
relations to the other. It i? n conden<5eil system of operative ftjrirery, but 
contains enough to make any man familiar with that branch who Mufiies 
it faithfully. Thirdly, llie hand-book of Materia Medica is presented, 
enjbracing therapeutics. We have rarely seen a more compact digest of 
that department, in which nothing seems to hive been omitted, and yet it 
only claims to "be quite elementary. Then the hand-booh of Chemistry is 
introduced* Much as that essential appendage Is neglected among as, a 
careful study of this little compilation would rouse a very dull student to a 
realization of its value to a practitioner. And, lastly, the hand-book of the 
Practice of Medicine is presented us. All constitute a rich, well-propor- 
tioned voiun-je, and it is otiered at a price that makeF the purchaser feel that 
he has his money's worth. An usual, Messrs. Blanchard & Lea, the Phil- 
adelphia publishers, have neglected nothing on Uieii part to give the whole 
a good typographical finish. In Boston it may ba found at Tidoiaf 
^ Co.**. 

Worr ester Lunatic Hospital. — Dr. Chandler's annual legislative docu- 
mcnt is creditable to him. There arc too many tabular J^tatemenls for our 
convenience the present week, and the report Will have funher attention. 
Foreign paupers have got the ascendancy, according to the oiiicial declara- 
tion of the trustees, and have crowded the unfortunate that belong lo 
Massachusetts out of the home pre|mred for them. This is only the begin* 
nini^ of troubles, for the new hospital that is to be reared will soon bo 
in their possession also. Never was a sovereign Stale so grievously bur- 
• dened. The people bear the orowin^ f vil without a mnrmur, and it is 
thercfon.' taken tor granted thnt taxation for the support of the cast-ofi* 
humanity of Europe is an agreeable exercise of their charity. 



Proi^rtss of Pauperism. — Seven hundred new paupers, frmn forelr^n 
countries, came into Bostf)n in ISol. There are G.OOo paupers in the city 
froiii Ireland and England, which the industrious citizen;) are taxed to sup- 
port ; but from the fact that they do not object to feeding and clothing the 
refuse and worthless population of Europe, ss fast as they arrive, it is pre- 
somed they will continue to pay whatever may be assessed, without daring 
'to remonstrate. It cost the jieople of Massachusetts 973,696 Ins'tyear 
to support pauperi? — most of w horn are foreigners. By and by the poor 
tax among us will be more severe than it is in England* 



New Limatie Hotpi$al*'-''-S^oaM weeks since, afi' article was prepared 

for the Journal, dt^'approving of the eo»ir:se adopted by the State of Massa- 
chcisotts in respect lo locating; thi? new insi;tution in a tov\ii which .'>houid 
subscribe the mo«t money towards it. By some a'^cidcnf the riiii.;le was 
lo.sL ; but it is liot now too lute to say that we consider it beneath the dig- 
nity of the old and wealthy State of Massachusetts to be running a com- 
mittee over the Commonwealth to veceive propositions from selectmen and 
towns*— whichi in phdu language, meanst how much will you give if we 
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Ciise of Tripl€t»»^'We understtnd that a lady of Winchester, in this 
State, was atiended, on Sundr^y last, by Dr. S. W..Drew, of Wohurn, and 
was safely delivered of three boys, who with the roolher are doing well. 
A report of tiie caae majr be expected next week. 



Medical Imtitution of Yale College, — The Examining Commiitee con- 
vpnoii on Wednesfiny. .Tantinry 14th. nnd coniirmod in session t'vo dnys. 
Prei^etil on ihc part of iht- ('oiiiie-nicul Medical Society: Riifus Biakniuui, 
M.D., of Fairtit'ltl, Preudtnt ; Pliny A. Jewelt, M.t)., of Nrw flnvrn; 
Benjainio Welch, M.D., of Salisbury j Ashbel Woodward, M.D., of 
Franklin ; Finckney W. Ellsworth, M.D., of Hartford. 

On the part of Yale College : Professor* B. Silliroan, E. Ives, Jonathan 
Kiiiiiht, T. F. Beers, C. Hooker, and H. Bronson. 

Fourteen candidates were examined and received the detrn o of M.D. 

Alvnn Talcoti, M.D., (*r Guilford, in behalf of the Board oi Examiners^ 

gave the annual address 'o the cnndidntps. 

Benjamin Weicii, AI D., and Pjuckiiey W. Ellsworth, M.D., were 
appointed to give the annual addresses in lSw3 and 

Flioy A. Jewett, M.D., of New Haven, was appointed to report the pro- 
ceedings of the Board to the Frestdent and Fellows of the Connecticut 
Medical Society. 



The of Alcohol in P re s eriptiont.^Mn* EDiTOB,->The following Besolu- 
tiOD was iiiiroduced at a temperance meeting, not long since, by a medical 
man, ami adojitod. viz, : " Jicso/rcfl, t!i:il iilroliol is 7tot a mrdirinr, hut a 
convenient vehicle only, in which to *:ive what are rcallv inodiciiH's." I 
have drnftcd the resolution from rnrmory, and have the true imporl, jl iiot 
the exact wording of it. As the mover of the resolution seems quite confi- 
dent that his position can be sustained, I forward it for the Journal, that a 
more general expression may be bad, and that the friends of temperance 
may he properly advised upon the subject. Tours truly. R. 

Jan, 22, 1852. 



Bujfolk iHstrki Mfdical t^tvitly^'VUv, reguiar uiuiiihly meeting of ibe HuAbik Dislricl Medical 
8oci«ty «4R be heki at tho Masonic 'I'cnmic, on Satunlay cveniusr, SiM Jan., at 7A o'clock. 
An A<yo«fiied 8l»Md Meeting, for bo^neM. wiU be Md on Wedoewiny, 4di Feb^ «l 4 P. M. 



To Rkadf.ks a^p Cohrksp(»hi»».sts. — Vol. 4r> of this Joumnl will l>c commeurcd next 
week, and will \te sent to a larg^er nunil>er of subsrrit>er8 than ever l>cforo received it Many of 
ooi- be<t mrdieai wntem, in difiiireat pert* of ibe eeanlQr, appraciate ibe advanlagea ofbeinf lead 
by i\* extended eirde of palrent, and eeminaoieaiioiM from tlit nr pens nay be expected as heeetofbn. 

A tr;m>I,ili<>ii of n Frcn- ii ui>rk, by M. f*i(>rry, on iiu<tciiltation. has been made for tin- J>uiri).il, 
and will Ixe commenced and continued m the ensuing volume. Tl» following papers are on band. 

On MerruriHl Filliiifri for tiie Teeth, Vtast in Pauid Sore Tbroat, Liibotripsy in tbe Female, 
Kous<.o for Tape-Womi, Stririurc of the UrethiB, Caae <tf Neura^giai Leproey in NewBniMwiek, 
Molicc ot liH* Prize Rssu^ ini (^roup. 

The wrilcr of a communicntion, already arluiOw|eiliKed» eiililled " Lettm from the ^^outll. 
No. 1," is informed that we think no good would rome from publi<<i)inr; it. We sltonld nMieb pee* 
for to lay ii aside, aud allow his next number to take the place of dtU oite in tlie series. 



IXeafhi in Bostov — forthr work ondiiig^ Saturday noon, Jan. ?tili. rr>.— llaVv — frniaJe'., 
Apoplexy, I— congestion ol lUu bfiiiji, 1— eonsumpiion, y— com nli.ioii>, 1 — r.nicrr. 1— r/oop, 4— 
^BarrWa, I— <lropsy, 3 — dropsy of tbe braio, 31 — typhus fe^fr, I — tv(>l)otd fever, 3 heo pi ng 
cptigl), 2 — luiinic iJc, 1 — «!tsease of heart, 2<— infantile, 8^ — inflaminjiiion iho Itin-rs, 11 — Tnam!i« 
niu*, 1 — ueurakia, 1 — ^uucrosts of jaw, 1— K>ki ago, 2— puerperal, 1 — smallptix, 2 — scrofula, 1— 
te^hing, I — unknown |. 

Under 5 yeani, S6--between 5 and fO jrean, 8— between 90 and 10 years, 12— between 40 
nd do years, 10— o«er 60 years, 9. Anerieans. 30 ; foreignnn'and cUldran of foieinen, 35. 
TknaboveineludnilOilandiinttlMCily Insiiiatioaa. 



Digitized 



Medico/ Aftrnffivrr on Families hff the Year. — Alihnuuli condenint-d in 
SUTODg atiti uiieiiuivdcttl laiig'UiiiTe by l lit' Nalionul Medical As>o<.iauon, 
yet we regret to stale, that ihe practice oi attending familien Hfiii luiiividu- 
als by the year, has become a cryiag — a great evil, in many of our cities, 
if we are correctly informed. It ia apjust io itself, aod cannot leault ia 
any thing but mischief to the profeamon and to tb# parties contraciing. 
Tiio ))liysician should receive a fair — a just remuneration for his services; 
and his i lients -hf)i}ld be compelled to pay only for such profc-sf^ional atien- 
lioii as they may receive; but "yearly prariice" aims at a species of 
miserable, petty monopoly, whic h is at wai with the objects — the uoUe 
purposes of a liberal and eulighiened profebbiuQ. Vou may t^gaia with 
your grocer, your butcher* your tanndiaaa, and do hafm cornea of or by 
It ; but for an honorable, an educated physician, to hire himaelf by th« 
year, like a slaTc ; to pledge his talents and his eerrices, for a stipulated 
stim, is in direct violation of the ethics of the profession, and indicates at 
onre an u nu illinirnes« to enter the field of fair and honorable competilkia 
with his brethren. — T\( w Orleans Med. and Surg. JournaL 



Ligature, of thf Exter^ial Iliac Artery. — On Saturday, Dpcptnl>er 2tKh, 
Prof. Stone ap|)lied a ligature to the exiernal iliac artery , lor a large aoea- 
fism ol the femoral, near Fouparl's ligament. 

The operation waa parforiE^ before the medical ckaa and a nuraberif 
medseal ffentlemoo, in the opafaliQg theatre attached to the Cbarity Hm- 
|»itai. The patient docliiiad the banafita of chlorofonn« and bore the opera- 
tion quite welL 

Prof. Stone operated with his nsnal dexterity and skill. Four days 
after the application of the ligature, the patient seemed progressing ikfor* 
ably. Tixe issue vviii be reported in our March number. — lb. 



Case of Rupture of the Heart, ^"Reported by Eowtxi R. Maxson, M.D. 

— In March of 1849, Mrs. K , a lady of thirty, of common health, 

while cnrrv?n<r her child of two years old, playfully lifted it over h- r h- ad. 
when she n li -.w, uneasiness in the cardiac region. Thi«i was soon luliowtd 
by a ftenBuiioii oi warmth, and an unusual fluuering ol the heart, which, 
howerer, partially subsided in a little time. 

She now kept about the house most of the time for the following two 
days, though ane was aomewhat indisposed from a ler ling of warmth and 
fullnees, or pressure, about the heart, with occaj^ional irregular action of 
that organ. The preceding symptoms were followed, towards the c!. -e of 
the second day, by sliiriii siyncope, dizziness, and a i^eneral K eliii j '^i un- 
eajiuk\<>' and pro-traiion. On retiring to rest, at ev»Miing. siie beca£De 
thirsty and called lur drink, and the next momeui aim wn» dead. 

I waa inf ited, by the polileneta of two medical gentlemen, to aaeiac ia 
making an examination ; which we did 48 hoora after death. We found 
the pericardium filled with coagulated blood, making an envelope, nearly, 
covering the heart. There waa a rupture of the right auricle snfficiently 
large to admit n crow quill, the edges being looae, thin, and aomewhal 
ragged.— jBtt^'o^ Med* Jour* and litinew* 



A Medical Society baa been formed in Louisa Co.t ¥a.» and our firiead, 
Dr. W. A. GiUeepie, of Louisa, choeen preaidanL 
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Aburtioiv, alleged criminal production of, 
2oS^ 306 ; atleinpted, by oil of cedar, 

Aconite, the therapeutic powers of, 219 
Advertisements, vicious, in tiiu public pa- 
pers, 1^ 

AUhama Slate Medinal Association, 22a 
Alcoit, Dr. W. A. iSiarving out dyspep- 

sia, 315, 358 
Allen, the late Dr. J. A., of Vermont, fi3 
Alien, Dr. IL Eruptions of the sttin dur- 
ing pregnancy, 175 
Allen'* (Dr. J. H.) Introductory, 267 
AUuputhy, the lertn iuupplicabiii to the 

regular practice, 239 
Ametiorrlioea, case of, 102 
American Acudemy of Arts and Sciences) 

American Association for the Advance- 
ment of&itsuce, '206 

American Medical Asiiociation, annual 
meeting of, lOGi 126i iM. 'Ma 224, 2->7. 
248, 280, 325, 345 ; special commiliees, 

Amos'a (Dr. S.) trentite on congestive 

fever, lt)6 
Amputiiuoo, of the iefr, 13 
Anaemia, puerperal, 3Z 
Ann?tthetio agents in ophthalmic surgery^ 

3c^ii 

Analysis of articles of food, 12i 

Anntomical dis.sertinng in New York, 1fi6 

Anatomy and physiology, popular, 22, 35 

Aneurism, of the aorta, 1112; arrested by 
division of nrtcries, 5M 

Animal magnoii»m, Ibttcrs on, 425 ; chal- 
lenge respecting, 526 

Ankle joint, disease of, 19 

Anus, imperforate, case of, 376 

Apoplexy, causes of, 109 

Apoitiecaries of Boston, meeting of the, 
165 ; number of, i^S^ 

Apothecary business, physicians engaged 
in, 447 ; carelessness in. putting up a 
prescription; 



Appleton, Dr. John. Puerperal anemia, 

22 

Arnold, Dr. R. D., tcstimoninl to, 20^ 
Arrow root and its adullurutioiis, lili 
Arsenic, shIc of, in England, '^iki ; tobacco 

as an antidote to, 4()'J ; poisoning by, 

513 

Ascarides, local treatment for, 
Asphyxia, from sulphuretted hydrogen 

gns, 3 19 ; by drowning and ftanging, 

47H 

Araafcctida, as a remedv, 407 
Asthma, the nature and treatment of, 
Athens, Greece, the University of, 300 ; 

description of the city, 381, 4()2 
Ayfir, Dr. James. Malformaiion of the 
bladder and geuiial organs, 229; con- 
genital variola in twins, 392 ; dilatation 
of the heart, with apoplexy of the lungs, 
409 

Bnrnatable District Medical Society, 327 
Bariun, Dr. E. IL on meteorology, 464, 
504 

Bates, Dr. James. Division of arterie* to 

arrest aneurism, 500 
Bieelow, Dr. IL J. Notea from Clinical 

Lectures, 19 ; departure for Europe, lii 
Bladder and genital organs, malfbrmRtion 

of, 229, 214 ; cases uf rupture of the 

bladder, 25a 
BlnodlettingM}etition to make it a penal 

olTonco, 4'2u, 507 
Bond's (Dr. T. E.) Treatise on Denul 

Medicine, 105 ; valedictory addrosa, 

2411 

Books, medical, new, 448 

Boston, Lunatic Hospiiul of, 22 ; report of 
deaths, weekly ; population in 1650, 
108 ; medical school, graduates, 126 ; 
City Registrar's Report, 126 ; mortality 
in 1 850, 146 ; Medical Association, 
306 ; public health of, 4G6i d'ug- 
gi»ts and apothorarios in, 5^ ; medical 
practitioners in, 526 
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Botnnic Medical Institute at Worcester, 

Ml 

Brain, physical health of (he, 385 

Britlol (Mass.) District Medical Society, 

322 

BufTulo (N. Y.) Medical School, 26fi 
Butler Hospital fur the losane, 85 

California, medical men io, ^ ; proposed 

new route to, 165 
Cancer, treatment of, 490 
Cnniharidine ointment, ^ 
Caries, uf the ankle joint, '322. 
Castle, Dr. A. C. The pathology of 

dento-neurnl|;ia, 104. 253. 312, 415 
Caslleton Medical College, 
Cataract, on the exlraciioo of, 380 
Cattle, Youatt and Martin on, 246 
Cellars, sleeping io, 308 
Chandler, Dr. J. L. The economy of 

medicul a<>MJcialion, 20^ 41} 
Charitable bequests, 80^ 187, IBS. 
Chlorufurm, in surfcery, dentis^try, A.C 45 ; 

in a cust; uf hvdriicophalus and convul* 

•inns, 158 ; in'the ircHimcnt of chorea, 

i2QZ; in a caso of dislocation of the 

radius, 34 1 
Cholera, in Egypt, 132 ; at St. Louis, Mo., 

522 

Chorea, treated with chloroform, 207 

Cicatrization of wounds, 53 

Cleaveland, Dr. C. IL Emphysema, 55 ; 
extraction of needles, hD ; hernia re- 
duced by cupping, 100 ; aroenorrhODa, 
103 ; poisoning by oil of cedar, 33fi 

Clergy, the, and the medical faculty, 3G7 

Coates, Dr. Reynoll, sketch of, 135, kLi2 

Coifee and its adulterations, Uii 

Cod'liver oil, usps of, 2'.)2 ; in rheumatism, 
308 ; safiiples of, .)*'(<, 405 

Colleges, Aledical, appointments in, 507 

Collins, Dr G. L. Change of the type of 
disease, 25J 

Collodion, applied to burns, fjS 

Comstock, Dr. Joseph. Notes from Lec- 
tures, 40L 512 

Constantinople, letters from, 321 , 342, 362 ; 
hospitals in,iljl 

Coroners* inquests, 2Dfi 

Corundrum wheels, 369 

Cross, Dr. J. B. Electrical treatment of 
disease, 55 

Cupping instrument, new, ^202 

Curvature splint, 465 

Cynanche trachealia, Dr. Rush's treatment 
of,ilM 

Davidson, Dr. H. E. Incurvation of 

nails, \A 
Dead 8en, visit to the, 21^ 
Deaf and dumb, Asylum for at Harir:)rd, 

3t]4 ; oirnpriiig of the, 3dd ; new sign 

language for, 485 
Deafness, glycerine in, 121 




Deane, Dr. Jamea. Case of ovariotoiny, 

41A 

Death, accidental, of a physician, 2^ 
Deminc, Dr. E. S. Gastritis, 34 

i>«rtUil uifdicine, 105 

Dental Surgery, Baltimore College of, 2ffi 
Dento-neuralgia, notes on the pathology 

of, 194.253, 312. 415 
Deod<iiizer, new, 3<i6, 405. 486. 
Dervishes, hrtwiing, of the East, 411} 
Design, manifestations of in dii»ea$«, ^ 
Designing and drawing, proposed school 

for, 5mi 

Dick, Dr. R , on the treatment of dyspep- 
sia, ljj2 

Disease, change in the type of, 2^ 

Di«pn«<?«, imj>rnpf»r names for, 34A 
Dislociiti'.u ofilii! r.'iilius, 341 
Dislocaiious and fractures, Cooper on, 
284 

Dissector, the, by Erasmus Wilson, 

Diuretic, formula for a, 5!) 

Dog. rabid, man bitten by a, 4ill 

Dow, Dr. V. M., library of, 50d 

Dowler's ( Dr. B ) Experimental Re- 
searches, 52Ii 

Dropsy, external applications in, 138, 2Q2 ; 
ovarian, 16, 318^ 420, 453, 424 

Drowning, acphyxia from, 478 

DungIi*on s (Dr. R ) book on new reme- 
dies, 300 

Durkce, Dr. S., present to, 24 

Dysentery, animal food in, 128 

Dyi*p»?psia, notes on the treatment of, ; 
treated by starvation, 315, liad 

Ear, adhesion of, aAer separation, 5IG 
Editor, return of the, 445 

Editorial corrr«pontience — Grand Cairo, 
IL Ifil ; on tho Kiver xNile, 43j Ci !iit 
101, 140; the ruins of Dendera, fl2 ; 
Phila, HKL 1^ Tht beg, 1^ medi- 
cine and surgery in Lgypi, lil * 
Memphis, 1^ ; Jerusalem, 241 ; the 
Dead Sea, 2 13 ; diseases in the Holy 
Land and i$yria, 263; Pubsiuie, *J&i ; 
Rhodes, 301 ; Smyrna, 303; medical 
science in Greece, 309 ; ConMantinople, 
321, :M2, 362; Athens, in Greece, 381. 
402 ; liierniure and religion in Greece, 
423; Corfu. 423 ; Trieste. 424; Vienna, 
425, 441. 401 ; hospitals in Constantino- 
ple, 4111; Pragije, 430; Dresden, £^ j 
Leipsic, 503 ; Berlin, 5^ 

Egypt, medicine and surgery in, 120. 151, 
102 

Electric telegraph, the galvanic current, 

6a 

Electrical treatment of disease — cases, SA 
Electro-magnetism, for lire-alarms,^^ 
Elephantiasis of the scrotum — operation, 
2lM 

Elliott's (Dr. 8. M.) lectures in New York, 
4C6 
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Emphysema, from fracture of the ribs, ISj 

JBpidemics — planetary and celeetial influ- 
ence, Iii3 

Erie county, Pcnn., medical practitioners 
in, 46 

Eryvipelns treated by muriated tincture of 

iron, 44!) 

Erysipolutoufl inflammation, canes of, ]fi9 
Elber, in surgery, dentistry, &.C., 45 ; in 

sore throat, .^4 
Eve, Prof Paul F., 

Extraction, of needles, 44^ 80, lOl, 153. 

2fi8 ; hair-pin, ^22 
Eyes, weakness of, relieved, 360 ; accom- 

modution of to distances, 3da 

Fairchild, Dr. B. Obstructed menstrua- 
tion, 5d 

Fanaticism, legitimate fruits of, 

Fecundity, cmnpAraiivc, of the blacks and 
whiles, 3iiil 

Fenner's (L>r. E. D.) Southern Medical 
Kv ports, 1267 

Fevers, eruptive, Dr. Gregory's lectures 
on, inount'tin and malarious, 51 1 

Fit'ld, Dr. E. M. Case of gun-shot 
wound, 154 

Finch, Dr. VV. W. External applications 
in diopsy, 138 

Foetus, influence of maternal impressions 
on ihc, 7'J. 137. lid 

Fracture of iho ribs — emphysema, IB 

France, remuneration of medical attend- 
ants in, 1^ 

Franklin (.Muss.) Medical .\ssaciation, 4fi3 

Franklin Co. (Mass.) Medical Society, 
227, 

Gnlvnriic battery, use of in paralysis, 445 
Gani^Uonic system of nerves, the, 2i£& 
Garlic, as a remt'dy, hM 

Gnstritis, ra*e of, 'M 

Georgia, Mudical College of, ^ 

Gerry, Dr. iL A. Maternal influence on 

the fajtus, L3T 
Glosjjiiis, case of, 72. 

Gout, and rheumatism, treatment of, 47i 

depositions of urnte of soda in, 30^ 
Greece, medical scionce in, diUJ.; letters 

from, 381. 402. 423 
Gun-shot wound, pingul«r case of, IM 
Gutta percha water pipes and speaking 

tubes, 4D6 

Ha»matemesi«, 510 

ll<crn<jplysis, nature and treatment of, 
518 

Haemorrhage from umbilicus in an infant, 

521 

Hemorrhagica petechial is, &2Q 

Ha^morrhoid"*, Mli 

Hair, blaui lied from sudden emotions, 438 
Hall, Dr. A. IL Extraction of a needle, 

m 



Handkerchief, swallowed by a boy, 4S 

Hanging, death by. 421. 42Q 

HarviirU University, graduates of the 

medical school, 126 
Hay ward. Dr. George, resignation of, 184, 

S^4; cases of vesico-vaginal ti^luln, 20Q 
Headache, sick, cured by full inspirations, 

2m 

Heart, dilatation and rupture of the, 149 ; 
dilatation, with apoplexy of Iung9, 40.) 

Hernia, strann^ulnted, reduction of, 05 ; 
reduri*d by riippmg, lllQ ; operation for, 
IIG ; treated with morphine, 12ii; tipium 
in the treatment of, 240 ; on the princi- 
ciplus involved in the treatment of, 360 

Hepaiitifl, treatment of, Mil 

Hindu nystem of medicine, 504 

History of Medicine in the United Slates, 
145 

Holt, Dr. D. Characteristics of hom<Bopa- 
thy, 25fi 

Homfleupnthy — the North American Jour- 
niil, 24 ; increa.se of, 25 ; trial of a 
resutar physician for counselling with a 
homcDpaih. d4 ; report of a Committee 
of the Mass. Med. Society, 112; remarks 
on, hy •* Fro re nnta," 155,274 ; remarks 
by I)r. Kdw. Warren, 234; Advocite 
and Guide to Health, 24(> ; charactoris* 
tics of, by Dr. Holt, 2^; r^pcrt of a 
committeo of the Muhs. lliurwDopatbic 
Med. Society, 22&; remarks on, by 
Senex. 'XIS ; cauHps of its pucrpfts, 380 ; 
disgusting rmiicdies, 4U0 } Dr. liudman's 
pamphlet on, 50."> 

Horru r'n (Dr. VV. E ) Vuledictory, 283 

Hogpttai, for inebriates, 405; in India, for 
medical and surgical treatment, 52fi 

Howe, Dr. Z., munificent bequests of, 188 

Hydrocephalus, 518 

Hydrogen gus, sulphuretted, poisoning 
by, 34a 

Hymen, imperforate, case of, 4fiQ 

Ice, singular propensity for eating, 225 

Idiots, education of, 8a 

India rubber, for keeping water pure, 4SG 

Ingalls, Dr. W. The gan^»lionic system 
of nerves, 205 

Inhilaiion, of various medicinal sub- 
stances, 118 

Insane, the, in Massachusetts and Ver- 
mont, 467 

Insanity, caused by tape-worm, 14Z; 

mo ml, 225 
Intermarriage, Walker's work on,38ii 
Intestinal obstruction, complete, 408 
Iodine, in fresh-waier plants and animals, 
26 ; ethereal s«>lution of, 450 ; chloro- 
form a test for the detection of, 4firi 
Iowa University, medical department, 408 
Iron, the prot-iodide of, I0t> ; muriated 

tincture of in erysipelas, 449 
Isthmus of Panama, unhealtbiness of the, 
IM 
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JaekMm, Or. J. B. S., hit departure for 

Europe, 144 
Jarri'--, r>r K. R>'[H^rt of tJic Saniurj 

CoinniiMiun ofMcuiMchuiwUs, &ti i plia 

and itroetiira of iiiMii« boepiuls, 494 
jAflteflon Medi«al Collei0» >liiUul«lplii», 

148 

Jewett, Dr. H. O. Emphysema froai 

fracture of the ribs, 18 
Jnncn, Dr. J. S. WoDo4« pMeuatiof tbe 

ku««-joini, 9 

Kidney, encf>phaKii(I diaaaM of iJm, €0 ; 

KDae-j">"^> woQoda penetrating tho, 9 
KouM4>. in ihm Uattmaiit of tapa-wons, 

26, 147 

Laeombe. Dr. A. Bitaa of poiaooooa rap- 

tilee, 11^ 289 
Lamberl'a (Dr. T. 8.) Anatomjr and Pb^- 

•iulogy, 22, 35 } anatomieal ptatee, 6b ; 

Lectures, 106 
Lancet, London, reprint of tbOf 106, 206 ; 

Northern, 20i\ 
Larynx, forei;:n body in the, 2C1 
LaiKl«nuro, alleged death fi-oin, 1^7 
Laeiuraa, in the University of Fennsy]va> 

nia, nate« from, 41)7 ; in tim medical 

schools of the United States, 54)6 
Laonard, Dr. John P., death of, 4M 
LeproKv/ui thn Eii^t, 263 
Limbu, artificial, 40ti 
LioiA, pliusphata of, 285 
Lind, Jaooy, macbaoiaoi of bar voiooi 

426 

lietoa, Mr., pension to tha widow of, 148 

Mttf.n's I l)r A ) Adiln'M, 
Liver, luruiutiun of au^ar in the, 227 
London, tha health of« 206; populatioo, 
437 

Louisiana, State Medical Society, 248 ^ ri- 
ial etatifliee of, 484, 504 

Lowell, mortuluy ^'fin 1850, 127 

Lunacy, law of lu Lnaland, 27 

Lnnatie Hospital, in Boct'in, 23; at Wor> 
ce.xt(»r, 66; at Providence, R. L, 85; 
in Philadelphia, 104; at Trenton, N. J., 
105; in Iowa, lOG; in New Hampshire, 
ba^MM to, 187 ; in New York, ia 
Virrrinin, :^24 ; prupoaed now OM in 
Mu.tsucliiint lu, 3-17 

Lnnatie I1o^pii:ils, meeting of anpcrin* 
landanii of, 'MH ; plan and atrooinia of, 
494 

Lungs, apopiaaj of the, 409 
Luior, in Egjrpt, the r«iiaa of, 103 

Malignant diaeaaea, aurgery of, 525 
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WOrNDS PSNETRATING THE RNBE-JOINT. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgiet^ Journal, 

Sill,—! do not consider it proper to fill the pac^es of medical journals 
Willi "cases" of ordinary interest, such as are frequently seen in the 
practice of mo^ physicians and surgeons. But there is a class of 
••cases," which begin in real or supposed injuries, involving litigation, 
mA wlim mdSori o^non Is to be dednve ; and these eases,** 
ilMvgh ftooded on attested (aets, majr reeuh in oondtCions against thn 
to l a a nd proved faeis, as exeeptioiis, maj be elassed li^ impicHbabifitiea. 

Theory, raised by men of higii social position and desemd reputation^ 
l^gainat thedetailed oertainties collected under the observation of a younger 
pnotitiooer, nmf pravaii, when discussed by a jury whose mmds have 
not been enlightened uqxin medical subjects. A practitioner of very 
limited experience may occasionally be called to n fvisf^ of snri^ery, 
unique In its class. It is not thf' If"-^ so, bprntise older protV»ssional 
gentlemen in aion^r nud extensive pr;i( ti( i li:i%'e never happened to see 
a wmUarcase, or to liavc n id or hearri of one. 

The statistics of '^uii^ery are for the most part based upun military, 
naval or civil hosjjiial reports. These fields of practice are extensive.' 
But sui]gery is not fairly represented in its results, by the facts furnished* 
fim thrae aouiees alone. The lesonrces and accommodations of aweR-* 
governed hospital an nndoubtedty superior to those at the command of 
the majority of pefsons exposed to accident or sofiermg; ibm ifisease— •'^ 
and yet, tor a reason which others may find, the surgery of private 
prartire, so far as ( am acquainted with it, is more successful, if ia' 
skilful hands, than that of the hospital. In this consideration, the moM' 
iarraidable operations may be e»Bkided— such cases naturally finding 
their t^nninntion in the hospital, lor veasons appreciated by all who art* 
acquainted with tlie matter. ' 

Illy understood " minor sur^erv ' has niade mnnv of the nerr^^itici 
for capital operations. Small wounds sometimes ( iid in amputations of ' 
linibs, from causes which sliould not have been obscure. 

My desire is to see the statistics of private practice rirrulated in the ' 
local medical juuriiab, and cascb against tiie rule recorded for reference, ' 
if viy sucii there be» 

h was ny mtention to oontrifauie die mice of infimnation my observa*- 
tiOD hai eoahled ma to impart, on ibe sutjeet of tn^'ury ^ lAe ipMa, 
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Wounds j^neiratiiig Uie Kntt-jouU, 



dnding the veiy curious and interasdng case letmd (a id a peceding 
numbw of the Journal, which has beoi the subject of l^gpl mvestiga- 
tkm, and, as f understand, not yet out of the juriadictioo of the Court. 

For this reason, I deem it proper to withhold ilB puUicatioD until a final 
dbposition of it has been made, 'to Its legal connection. I shall offer 
instead, a few cases of wounds pcnetiaUDg the laiee*ioiDt» with the 

hope that others may add to the list su^ cases, ot a similar cImp 
racter, as may have passed under their notice. 

Wounds penetrating into the cavities of the hoi\y and into tho large 
articulations of the limh*!, have heen hv sur^^eons considered fatal 
m their tendency ; and although ihere nr^ay he many exceptions to this 
rule, they do not admit the cure of sucli wounds to he fomided on any 
principle of action, or piutit hy the suggestive treatment of a successful 
case of this kind of injury. Theie is a proneness with some practi- 
tkmers, in cases of thb nature, to attack imaginaiy evils^ with an unusual 
quantity of special preventive applications, exteroal and btemal, thus in* 
lerfering m the outset with the natural lestomtive process, havin^^ au- 
thority for their proceedings as against the named bjuty, without qualifying 
their doings in confennity with the absent or present symptoms, which a 
judicious surgeon would seriously take into the account. Hence some 
dmple cases terminate fatally, or are at least retarded, and end In de» 
formity or imperfect cure, 

Woundii of the knee-joint, from accident, penetrating the capsule, or 
the incisions made for the removal of foreign bodi<^ from the articula- 
tion, have been considered eminently dangerous ; and if thf list of fatal 
cases be the criterion of judginent, certainly this conclusion is not unrea- 
sonable. But lh»*re are many severe injuries to this joint, involving the 
opening of the capsule, from which patients have not only recovered 
with good limbs, but without any bad symptom in the process of cure. 

I am aware that some siueeons, of the present day, look more 
voiably upon opemtions which requite the opening of the capsule of 
Ae knee-joint, than did those of the pasL But, so far as I am inferm- 
ed, no wnter has demonstrated the cau^ of such necessary destructive 
inflanunation as has followed injuries to this articulatioD, unattended by 
fiacture of tlie bones or dislocation — these complications naturally enougn 
renderinf' the accident formidable, and threatenin<3: the worst results. In 
this division of the subject, the diseases of the knee-joint axe not to be 
considered. 

A siuiple record of a few cases that have come under my notice of 
opt nings into the knee-joint, is all that is intended at the present 
tirnn — with one case of injury which resulted in ulc-eratioii, and appa- 
rent anchylosis. As no escammation of the bones was made, the patient 
recovering, it is not known whether the aochyksis was pedect or not« 
The jomt was sdiT and hnmovable. The case had been considered a 
scrofiuous afl^tkm of the knee-joint, not consequent upon the iajmy 
known to have been inflicted. 

Coat of Wound and Fracture of Patella, — A gprl fell 6m a shed 
upon some loose shingles, liracturing the patella transversely, and recesv- 
nig a piece of shingl^two inches long, uragular m widthi vaiybg fiom 
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half to a quarter of an mch, and uneven. It entered at the inner and 

upper part of tlie patella — and was broken off on a level with the skin 
io iiront. Part of the splinter was concealed by closing: of the wound ; 
it was finn, and could not be drawn out until an eniargeinent of the 
wound had been made by incision, and considerable force was required 
to remove it. Its direction was obluiuely downward across the anterior 
pan (if the knee. There was some beniorrhage when the wood waji 
removed. 

Two sutures closed the wound. It was ooveied with Vk% wet witft 
the blood, cM dvesrings applied, aod the limb la^ in a splint. On ^ 
the third day considerable swelling and pain. The padent was pkced' 
on her side, and a small opening made by removing the lint. A dis- 
charge of a dark-colored fluid, thin, with small clots of blood, continued 
Sag a day or two — no other unpleasant symptoms occurred. In thiep 
weeks she left her bed, the wound healed, and with but little lameness. 
Four wwks after, an afi'-cfss formed in the ham. This was opened 
about the eighth day, and terminated as acute abscesses of its size usu- 
ally terminate. The connection between tliis abscess and llie injury is 
not known. The patient was a healthy girl, 18 yean> of age, and ul^ 
tit J lately suffered no lameness from the fractured patella. The penetrar 
tion of the splinter of wood into the articulation was certain. 

A Cate of Lacerated Wmtnd and Cowhuion, — boy, 10 years of 
age, was thrown down upon a niil«ioad, bis knee forced against me edge 
or a fbE by a heavy piece of timber drawn by a horse. The wound of 
the integuments was large and lacerated ; skin braised, the wotmd filled' 
with gravel and saod, with an opening into the joint large enough tp 
admit tlie little finger. On the inner side of the ligament of the patella, 
parts of the patella were bare, the fibrous envebpe of the joint as plaia 
to be seen as if dissected for the purpose. 

After removing the foreign matt<M- from the external wound, the in- 
tegument'^ were brought to<i;ether aud confined by suture — one stitch 
holdmg by sonv loose tissues tlie opening into the joint. A large por- 
tion of this wound healed by adhesive action ; some little sloughing and 
suppuration in parts of the skin most bruised. The first and second day 
after die injury there wab sh<fht const i lu lion a 1 sym^)toins ; in twelve days 
he nioved from his bed, his limb bandaged ; and in three weeks he atr 
tended school, with no lameness or difficulty of any kind. 

Foreign Bodjf m the JabU, — A man, a^ 45, of intemperate habits, 
fell upon his knee, striking the fragments of a broken wine bottle. Th» 
namerous cuts, from pieces of the gbss, made in the skin about the 
knee, healed in a few days. One ragged wound 1i:ul partially united, 
around whk;h a distinct sweUing had been slowly Ibcming, indicating 
abscess. Leeches had been applied, and other treatment not preci8e];y 

known, some d:ivs previous. 

This m;ui hud rre(|uent synovial effusion hi both knees for years. In 
the conditiun described, I first saw the case. In the afternoon of the 
same day, at a second visit, the swelling had mucli increased ; and dur- 
ing the succeeding twenty-four hours, the integument coverlnu tlu knee, 
^articulaxly iu liie uutlme oi tiie capsule, had become teuse, black and 
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shininff— the cicatrices of the leech bitr:^, nnd some of the cuts from 
ttie glass, sloudiy. The joint was evidently filled with fluid, and measured 
twenty-threemchcs in circumfereoce. The patient, a man of middling 
stature, had been dehrious throuirh the night, and appeared smking. 
Therc was no evidence that any w ound had penetrated the joint — ^yet 
it was filled with fluid, ami ilie tumor seemed likely to burst at different 
points from the pressure of fluid, and the thickened and doughy ap- 
pearance of the integuments. A pint of hiandy and B \ss, of carbonate 
of aniiiionia were given, both in the course of an hour. 

The tumor opened spontatfeously, and the ^Bachaige was great ; net 
measiued, but estimated at ' two pints, thin, bloody and fcetid. A few 
diops of healthy pus escaped fiom the opening, but fid not appear to 
come from the same source as the thinner fluid, most of which may 
have collected external to the capsule. A probe was passed from the open- 
ing above, in the direction downwards to a point, the fxtenial appearance 
of which indicated abscess diMinrt from the cjeneial tumor. On the out- 
side of the joint the ]^oint o( Ui* prohe struck a solid body, nnd tlie 
pus flowed more free tlnou^Mi the ojUMiing hy the probe, which evidently 
was in the cavity of tlic joint, passing freely around, its point felt in dif- 
ferent directions. An incision was made upon the probe, on the out- 
side of the patella, and a piece of gla^ extracted, irregular in form, and 
nearly triangnhii, tliree quarters of an inch in Hs longest UnOi and at the 
base of the triangle about five lines in length. 

The limb was bandi^ed from the toes upwards, and laid upon a splint. 
A few sloughs, of the si«c of half dimes, from the leech bites, came away 
in a day or two. Pas flowed in small quantities firom the low t r incision 
during the same time. Restoration was as prompt as the debility had 
Iteea rapid. The wounds dosed readily, and b three weeks the tnaii 
was about his work. 

Thb patient had i^lvcn to him, during the first week after the opening 
of the abscess, a pint of brandy daily, besides wine and other stimu- 
(ants and tonics. 

The glass had undoubtedly dropped into the joint, from wliich place it 
was removed. The large collection of fluid must have been, it was 
tliought, outside, although the passage to tlie seat of the pus formation 
led from the spontaneous opening of the large tumor, which was nearly 
in the centre of the swelling as it appeared when full. 
' There was no other local treatment than diat detuled. This patient, 
H short time after, had efihsnon in the other knee-joint, and died ofdropsy 
libout two years after the accident— accelerated, as was thought, 
a fall. 

Lam Wwnd of JEttee^MH^.— On the 18th of June, 1B50, a lad, 17 
years (? age, came under my care. Half an hour before, he had received 
an injury from a sharp instalment, while the leg was stron'jiy flrxed, 
the wound being four inches and a half across the knee-joint, cutting into 
It, and completely severin^^ the extensors of the leg from their attach- 
ments to the patella, which protrudod throiioh the wound. There was 
eonsiiicaible bleeding — the articuhuiuu perfectly exposed. Sutures were 
entered at six points ; lint applied in the duection of the wound, wet 
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with the blood, and nipported by bandage and tapes as in (racture of 
the patella. On the second day tlie bleeding was profuse. The joint 
was fillpd wkh blood, and had become considerably enlarged. The 
limb w as laid upon a splint, and the hatida jas loosened and graduated 
to the state of the swelliiii^. Bleeding coiuinuod for two or tliree days 
longer. An openinL: was kept U'ee at the lower edge of the wound, 
for the discharge ol tiie (liiids accumulatijig in the joint, ia a w«ek, 
part of tlie \sound had united by adhesion, and the sutures were re- 

- moved. For some days the discharge was constant ; but witli the ex- 
ception of the bleeding in the first w^ek after the accidejit, no trouble^ 
•ooM symptoms oeetinad, and the woood bad imitad throughout by th^ 

. ibbd week, by gmDolaliQa. On the Q3d of July, the patieot walked 
about wkfa a siSS joistk He has aioGe recoveied the periect lu^ <jt 
the limb. ■ , 
These cases are not published for theputpoaa of calling att^timi In 
my panrtieulttr mode of imattiMDt>lKit as simple reGpc4i» of the fiucla of 
ipictice. 

A case of iniiiry to the knee-joint came under ray care, which after 
two yeai-s was cured with loss of utotion and supposed anchylosis. The 
wound was inflicted with a chisel— entering the joint by the side of 
the ligament of the patella. Emaciation, absros=<. and thp usual synip- 
toras of chronic inflanunalinn (»f the knee-jolnl, attended the })roor(;ss of . 
the case. Various plans of treatnient had been adopted, it was coiv 
sMeeed scrofiikvis. Ultimately healthy action took the place of morbid 
actioD, while setoos had been maerted, and issues ibimecL Thaur effiM^ 
mpm the leauk must be a matter of opimoii. The cuve fbUo^ed 
closely upoo their use, in eoDjunotkm with a geneioua diet and frae iwf 
of wine. The patient was a young man, and of good health praTMMty 
m the injMry. He had, within six months aftei the Ottre, two aiQv^ 
ahatessesi at different times^ in the ham, which wem opened at a pn^ 
per time and healed kindly. 

In an endeavor not to occupy too much space in the detail of these 
cases, I may have described them so loosely as to k nder their charaeter 
c^cure, and the extent of injiny doubtful. The fact that the eases 
were all penetrating wounds of the knee-joint may relied on : and 
that recovery, witliont danujerous symptoms, was complete, is equally true. 

, Cases of accideniul incisions into the knee-joint have come to ray notice 
in the care of other practitioDers, which have terminated favorably ai- 
aer mofe or hsa protsaoted aufibing, and with partial kuaaeoaaa. It ip 
MH thought proper to noake an hnpofect history of cases a matter qjf 
Mord-— and with thia aUusmn to those in otfaver hands, tha auhjeot w^l 
be oonehided for the preaant. 

In the oaae of the lad with the larg^ opemng into the joint, the ve|f 
considerable btoeding that attended majr Mve had its effiiot in arreatbg 
iaflamraatoiy aetion* Aeeording to some theories, this would be coor 
^dered certain. At a future day, 1 shall give some cases of injury to the 
spine — prodncincr curvature and abscess, with some observations Ofi 
caries of the spongy honesy" as not necessarily the result of eonstitu* 
^tionai disease. X £|* Jo|(jk«. * 
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INCL'RVATION OF NAILS. 
ICommaQleated fttr Ui« BmUw Medical and Sorgicml Journai.J 

iHcmtVATioN of the nails, more especiallj of those of the great toes, is 

the occasion of much inconvenience and suffering to many penons. 

This difficulty owes its origin mainly to the lateral compression sustain- 
ed by thr toes from thf^ too confined covrrinrrs used upon the feet. 
Corns and distortions of the toe-joints are attril ntablp to the same 
cause. Incurvation of the nails, in ::rpatpr or less degree, is hardly less 
rare or Imublesonie than corns ; perlKips they are more frequently brouglu 
uiidt r the attention of the physician thaii the latter, from their sometimes 
occfisioiiiiig iiioje serious inconvenience. 1 believe that medical advice 
is not often asked until the pressure of the uunmred nail has occasioned 
ulceration of the soft parts beneath ; a state of things thatns apt to con- 
tinue so long as the pressure of the edge of the nail continues the ini* 
tation. Temporaiy relief is sometimes aflbrded by the efadication of 
the whole or a part of the ndl ; but the reproduced nail is veiy apt to 
assume the disposition and shape of its predecessor, and to sohmit the 
pmprietor to renewed suffering from the same cause ; so that, as a radical 
means of relief, amputation of the afflicted member has sometimes been 

resorted to. 

In view of the frequency, and annoying and painful efiects of incur- 
vation, I have thought it advisable to communicate to the readers of the 
Journal a description of the simple apparatus that 1 have successfully 
employed for the relief of this difficulty. 

I have remarked above, that incurvation is mainly owing to undue 
pressure of the toes. This is not, however, the only cause ; for the 
difficttlqr is not always confined to the toes. The finger nails sometimm 
manifest a tendency to mcurvation, but owing to their handy position 
and the extensive diffiision of pocket knives, tibe nafl is constantly kept 
in check. In phthisical patients, we very often find a congenital pre- 
disposition to longitudinal curvation of the naib-MV fixsm the root to the 
extremity — ^the concavity being contiguous to the soft parts. 1 believe 
that a congenital predisposition to excessive lateral curvature of the 
nails will be found to exist in the subjects of tlie difficulty of which I 
am treating. This would probably Ite productive of no more inronve- 
nience in the toes, than in the fingers, were it not for the pernicious 
habit of weai iiig boots nnd slioes that not only prevent the natural expan- 
sion of the toes in walkinL, but even crowd lliem together when they do 
not support the weight oi llie body. Were there no hard parts to resist 
this pressure, we should not have corns in one case, and incurved naik 
or distortion of the joints in another. How the pressure acts to produoe 
^ these several effects, is so obvbus as to require no explanatkm. 

As it is useless to endeavor to remove the cause of these difficulties» 
so long as we are resisted fashion, we must content ourselves with 

giUiating the efots, or obviating them by the empbyment of means 
at shall counteract the operation of the cause. 

The palliating methods of treating incurvation and corns are as weH 
known and practised by the public as by the profession. For obviating 
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mcumitioii, k li neonuneadod to ehwate the edgM of tbe nul (wliioh 

we to be allowed to grow beyond the middle of the anterior edge), by 
tnaerting dossils of Imt betwedif tiiem and the subjacent soft parts. To over- 
come the inward prassiire, occasioned by the elastic resistance of the nail, 
the central portion must be scraped as thin as possible, and the middle of 

thf" anterior edge cut away to the point of union between the nail and 
soft |);irts. If tliis metliod of managing the difficulty is faitlifully at- 
tended to, it may afford permanent relief But there are obstacles to 
the convenient manipulation of these extremities, that make special at- 
tentiuii to tlnm disagreeable and uncomfortable, even to individuals of a 
slender habit ; what they must be with 5tout gentlemen aiiti ladies, the 
leader need not be toUL For this reason, I apprehend tliat the most 
fioqueot result of tbk m^bod of trntmeot k rather an aggravatioa of 
the difficulty* The patient) after having in the above wav made himielf 
toleiably comfortable for the time, diMnifwiw the parts uom all forther 
coDsideration, until be is warned by certain uneasy sensations that all 
b not right in these regions ; and on inspecting the paits, he will find 
, the dossils inserted under the edges of the nail (pule hard, and en- 
veloped in cuticular scales, leaving, on being extracted from their seat, 
a deep, tender depre'^sion in the soft parts. The nail also will be found 
to have recovered its piiniiti\'e thickness, where it had been scraped 
down, or to have bet^ome even thicker and more unyielding than it was 
in ilie first place. The same process of elevating the edges of the nail 
and thinning its centre, is repeated with (in the course of a few weeks) 
the same result. Thus, so iai iVun proving a remedy, this process, as 
generally managed, only tends to aggravate the difficulty by occasioning 
increased thickness of the nail at the centre, and cooseqently a moce 
SDyiekfiqg condition of the edge* 

The mode that I have employed, and with the most complete suc- 
cess, for the idief of thb di/iicultv, is the following. A jnece of a very 
light watdi spring, of su^icient length to extend across the nail from 
one edge to the other, is turned into short hooks at the extremities. Two 
plates of silver, sufficiently thin to be easily pliable in the fingers, are to 
be rut of an oWonii: sliape, say frorn one quarter to one sixtli of an Inch 
in widtli by on > tljud to two Uiirds of an inch in length, with rounded 
corners and onr cud punched with a hole of sufficient size to admit the 
hooked extremity of the steel spring. Tiie nail should be peiuilticd to 
attain sufficient length to allow the hooks (which are to be made of the 
above-described strips ol silvei) to be insmuated under its edges; the 
hooked extremities of the spring are then to be passed into the eyes 
of the hookS) its eeatre nsting upon the centre of the nail* The spnng, 
should not be too stiff, or it wul elevate the edges of the nail with too 
much foicop end occasion a painfol tension of the soft parts attached to 
it. The moie mpid eitpansioo of the nail will be promoted by envelop- 
iog the parts in a wet roUer. 

Where the matrix of the nail, and the nail itself, are sound and 
healthy, I believe that this method will never fiul speedily to restore the 
nail to its normal condition. ii. il^. Daviosok. . 

Gloucciter, Man., Jaamry, 1851. 
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BNcrcm TutNHi or ths utrr ovAwmt. 

BY C. r. W1^81.0W, M.D., KAXTLCKirr. 

(CommiiMlwl for Uv B«Mi ll«i.ap(l duis. J«bmI.J 

Wh£n T returned iiDin Europe^ m 1837, 1 found m oM IMeiid «f lOiiM, 
Mts. Margaret Bunker, lahorini; under abdominal dropsy. The ftbdonm' 

was very large. When I left her, two years previously, she was apttV 
and Hi fecblo health, with a bad cough, fi^uently raising biood and large 

amounts of mucus and purolent exrrctions. She was the mother of three 
children fully r»Town, and hrr lioalth throniih life liad been dr-lieate. I 
supposed she would die of piiltiionary disea^f b'^fore my rctiim home. 
But oil my return, her general liealth and appearance wen- Ix tl^ r, lier 
coujh and exinx loration had whollv ceased ; and for a vear her abdomen 
had been <'nlar(;in^, with some pain and soreness in the lower part of it. 
The caianienia had not been natural for many years, but had Ujcn very 
pamfui, and now die period of life had arrived for their cessation. Hiey 
occurred at long intervals. Her appetite was good, and her general 
health comfortable ; bnt the enlargement was a«buiden, and, as H coa* . 
af&ntly increased, it gave her alarm. 

Medical aasisiance had been souuht, but no comfort nor benefit had 
been given her. Diuretics and all oitlinary means had been re-orted to, 
without advantage. She had been disgusted with, and was tired of, medi- 
cines. In this condition of things, I was called in, and, from all that could 
be leamt nf th^ origin of the disease, I supposed it to be common asrifes. 
I was sure of dro|)sy from the fluctuation, and 1 covdd ff^el no tumor. 
Whatever means were used, availed nothing. She grew to be a wonder 
to look upon, and could still walk about house and attend to many 
domestic affairs. She had a good appetite, and was cheerful. I advised 
tapping. After u long time, stie consented to the operation, and it was 
doiid widi a trocar of medium size. I was surprised Aat no stream of 
inxet followed the removal of the style. But in a moment, a glairy fluid 
hbgan to ooze out. Little, however, was discfaaived, and do tefief was 
obtained. The puncture healed in a few hours, and the patient remamed 
as before, only more uncomfortable fcom increasing distention. 

In a few weeks another puncture was made, with a larger trocar, and 
about a half pint of thick, tenacious, pearl-colored fluid was obtained by 
ptilliriL^ ?t through the canula with a probe. This operation was unsoc- 
cessiui, and the ahrlomen had now become so large that the parietes were 
Stretclied to extn'tno thinness. 

What was to be done to prolong her life? Fluctuation was distinct 
all over this immense swelling, and I was now sure of the nature of the 
fluid which filled the cavity. 1 conceived the plan of pumping it off. I 
proposed it lo my medical friends, but they had never hearti nor R'ad of 
Mlh a thing, and could not enlighten nor encourage me. 1 had arranged 
t)ie whole plan of operating m my own mind, and fortified its probable 
success by analogies in pbvsics. I presented it lo the lady for her con* 
iideratfon. She possessed uncommon nttelMgence and firmness } but it 
•eenled to her like an experiment, and she objected to it. I reasoned* 
with her, and she made up her mind, after somie dttys, tfiatshehad better 
submit lo the operation. ^ 
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nlvar tu^, mad* with a« elbow, to a good Maw*s syringe, and oovand 
ibft end with wax and thread ao that the fixtiHB should be imraovabki 
and air-tight* The ioatiog ^art of the tube was made to fit nicely to thai 
^amik, aa that k could faeadjiaaiad «iail/twhaii«faru noight badesiinhla. ^ 

This was all. 

The time was fixed for ilie operation, and tboutrh the result, if success- 
ful, vvouid be nothing more tlian lliat of coninion paraccnttfijis, it was 
looked at by patient and friends as someiliini^ wonci-rfnl and possibly 
fatal. J felt only anxmus for the success of an opcj uiion which I hafi so 
well calculated, aud vvikich 1 cousuleicd new. li was, indeed, au e;(.peri« 
ment ; but I felt an enthusiastic assurance of itiJ triumph. 

I invited Dr. Elisha 1*. Fearing to a.ssist me. Tiic patient was seated 
ip a Qonift>rtable nokmg chair* Suitable faendagea were applied aiouad 
the abdomen, and assistants were placed at the ends to dnw thaaa vthm 
sequirad. I nnde the punctuie ahoui midway halweaik the umbilictts and 
the ant* sap. spinal prooeas of tha h& iUum. The canula was so much 
laaS^ ^ otliers that a stieam flowed with quite a jet» but the flnid 
was so thick and heavy that it lall quick like jetiy . It oontkmed to cub 
thus till a hair-{»nt had fl9CMipad» when it stopped. Now was the tirna 
for my success or failure ; — and if the latter, the case would have to be 
abandoned altogether. 1 adjusted the [)ttfnp, and my colloafi^iic field the 
instruments firmly, while 1 drew u()uri the l iston. There was some re- 
sistance. Li a moment it was ovcrrornc, and when I presse^J down the 
piston, a full stream jjushed out with an old ruaguluni of blood, which 
had caused the ubsiruetbn. Thus I coiuiuucd to pump» now aud then 
eDCOuntcring a coagulum of blood or jelly, until I lemorud semity-twa . 
pmds, by weight, of thia gdrtkioua 'mid. 

The operation was made alowly, aad the bandagea wace tightened aoi. 
as to give uniaiamiplad auppoM tn tfae^abdoniaii* The patient waa var; 
lieved, and was cheerful during the opefalifni, but towaidB the last of it 
she became somewhat faint. Hot wine was administered, and ahe was 
put to bed. 1 was particular that no air should enter the eanula, and die 
puncture was oaielully closed with adhesive plaster. When thlscama 
off, five or six dqys afterwards, the wound was completely healed. 

After the operation, the parietes of the abdomen hung in folds like 
cloth, but ihev irradually contrartcd to a natural condition, bhe was 
conilortabie, and notliing octcurrcd unfavorable. In a week she sat up, 
and her appetite was natural. 

Tumors, however, of great size were now manifest in several parts of 
the abdomen. The huijest wera on die right side, and tl^y extended ^ 
ahova the mnbilicua. Thqr weM not aote nor painful ; bot the lacuniUa^' 
naliua of the raakdy was wolded» As was t6 have been expected, dia-i 
nhdamen gfadHaHy enfavged agaai ; and after seveial moiitha a asodnd' 
opemtiett waa made, simtlar to the flrst. Thhty-five pounda of the saiw 
gelatinous, pead-colored fluid were removed, and she was put to bed in a 
oomfioitabie and cheerful condidon. Thus she oontkmed ibr a fortni^hi^ 
a^the end of which, she lost her appetite and became more feeble, rfer 
spinis M her-Hiba leiuaed food ■daotinad all lawmis iiiriiiu iginiliiiiip. 
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fumd mto a lethoigie state, and dwd in about ik w aa to ioni the second 
operation. Much secratioo took place belbie her death, an that the abdo- 
men was very large. The first operation was made June 9d, 1839; the 
lait» December 3 1st; and she died February l&lfa» 1B40. 

Pmt-mortem (Mmerwiitm^ — IMan making an Incision into the bodr, 
a considerable quantity of the same gelatinous fluid was removed by the 
pttmp. This was not weighed, but estimated U> amount to twelve or 
fifteen pounds. 

On laying open tlie abdcunt ii, an enormous, thick fibrous ^a(*, at first 
sioht rpsemblinn; the paiinr!i of an ox, appealed to fill it. Tliis was con- 
nected with a great mass of tumors, or, rather, it was one sac of a number 
which existed in this enormous tumor, fur it wai> all one, and it proved to 
be Uie left ovariimi. I passed my hand around the mass and turned it 
ont of the cavity, and it hung by the &Ilopian tube akme. It had nir 
other attachment to the body. 

The warffuse of this great tumor was smooth, but iifeguhur, and on lay- 
mg open the difleient hard and founded compartments which constituted 
it, I found til em more or less advanced towards the condition of the graal 
sac which had been punctured during life. The fluid in all was more 
tenacious and transparent, resembling vitreous humor. Some cysts con- 
tained n pint or a quart ; others were like bonfy-eomh, containing numer- 
ous smaller cells ; some not larger than a walnut, separated by highly 
vascular partitions. This mass weighed seventeen poumlFi. 

The punctures in the sac had all healed completely, and the eschars 
were as visible and perfect as cicatrice of the skin. 

The uterus, right ovary, and every other vi^cu^ of the abdomen, were 
in a natural state. 

The lungs were in a healthy-kxiking and erepicatmg condition, molM 
only with a black or bluish pigment, such as we fiieiiuently observe in 
persons who had complained of no pulmonary disease during life. 

Ntmtudkeit Jmrnary 17, 1861. 



EMPHTSCHA PROM PEACTURB OF THB RIBS. 
(CQnmimiealad for tha Bmim Mad. aad Baif. Jannml.) 

A CASE reported in your Juunial of last week, recals to mind one 
which came under niy observation a short time since. On the 16ili 
of July, 1849, 1 was called to see Mr. Lawrence Warner, of Locke, 
Cayuga Co., «t* about 80, who had the day before been thrown fiom 
his canriape in consequence of some part of his harness giving way. 
Being quite infirm, he was precipitated with considerable violence upon 
his shoulder, making but little eflbrt to resist the fall. Two physicians, 
residing near,*saw him very soon, but finding it difficult to iwndle hins 
much, came to no definite conclusion xespeeting the extent of the injniy. 
His son-in-law, Dr. Sliaw, of Cayuga, then on a visit to bis house, saw 
him a few houi's alter llie accident, and as the syniptom*^ were urj^ent, 
very properly extracted a few ounces of blood, and appUed other appn)- 
poate remedies, i fouod him bolstered up in bed, bis countenance 
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]ivid and death-like, pulse small and rajfid, respiration labored, surface 
covered with cold clammy perspiration, with an emphysematous condi- 
tioD of the neck, chest and superior extremities. There was a slight 
coDtuskm of one shoulder ; but us the letst touch or tnotkm gave oent- 
^iating pain, a thorough emnioatton of the injured part was at this time 
iropracticahle. I suggested to my friend, Dr. S.^ the possibility of a 
fiacture of the ribs and puncture of the lungs at some point, producing 
partial colkpse of tliose organs, and permitting the escape of air bto the 
cellular tissue ; m which opinion Dr. S. fully concurred. This patient 
had for some years labored under chronic pulmonary and cardiac dis- 
ease, and there were doubtless organic lesions to a considerable extent, 
witli a consequent impaired state of the vital fimctions. The symptoms 
evidently denoted r speedy fatal termination of th^ case. He died on 
the following day, and from an external examination of the body, post- 
mortem, three of the ribs were found liactureti a short distance from the 
spine upon the right side, the fractured ends being, doubtless, forced into 
the substance of the lung, producing the symptoms which resulted in 
death. 

I report this case, not because I consider it tmique in its character, 
but because I think it illustrates at least a feature in the diagnosis, and 
also presents a sequel whkfa may very naturally follow fracture of the 
ribs, particlilarly if it 'Occur at a point where there are morbid adhesions 
fiora prevtoos disease. Indeed 1 nave been surprised that injuries in this 
situation were not more frequently followed by similar results. 

VartlandvUU, N. Y., Jan, Uth, 1851. H. O. Jewktt. 



NOTtS FROM CLINICAL LECTURES. 

DEUVXaSD AT THE MASSACHUSETTS MfiOICAI. COUJCOK, BOSTOX, 
By He5rt J. Bioxuiw, M.D., 
Fn/ Ua or Smrgtnt •» (*« CoUtgtt mid 9nt of th* Surgeona to the MamatlimetU QpmtM Hw^itai, 

(Lxtan of Jan, SO, concluded.) 

Case ll^Diutue of AnkhfokU* Amputatipn^^ThoB patient, from 

Dr. Hayward*s ward, had during a period of seven years more or less 
pain and lameness in the joint. For a vear he has been unable to use 
the limb, and during thih- time quite a number of fistulous npcninn;^ 
communicatino; willi the joint, have appeared ; 1 believe a dozen — an 
unusual number. The joint is, you see, swelled and blue, and the leg 
atrophied, almost to the bones. About such a leo^ there can be no 
douht. Whatever the disease may be called — scrofulous disease, pulpy, 
i cartilaginous or synovial degeneration, or disintegrating lymph, there is, 
practically, very Iktle hope In a case of this son. In a favorable case, 
the diseased cairtilage and bone should and might become disintegrated 
to a pomt which leares sound bone, and this in its turn should become 
anchylosed. This is the ooly mcovery from such a mass of disease* 
But in the mean time the pain and fever are redtictog the patient ; the 
Ikinor sanguinis is drained b^ the discharge of pus, and the strength 
fives out. There is a peculiar disease, the ulcmtion of the cartilage, 
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IP which a small ulceraUoo in an otherwise apparently sound cartilage b 

productive of great pain, and often compels amputation of a limb. But 
* the present affection, which is by far ihe most common one, exhlhiiii no 
clean ulceration. You bee in lliis joint a part of the cartilage rough- 
ened ; elsewhere more deeply plll<id, and largely detached ; llie bone ex- 
posed ; masses of granuiaion ; the whole articular surface <rreatly 
diseased, and very little or iio ^ouiid cartilage. Tlie afiectioa has also 
extended lu Lae laiaal ariu alaiiuns. The progress of ihiii sort of dis- 
ease is usually not steady, but by repeated exacerbations, with intervals 
of comparative freedom fiom pain ; and the patient may be reduced so 
gradually that it is sometimes difficult for the sui^eon who sees the 
case, day after day, to decide the precise pomt at which treatment should 
be abandoned, and amputation resorted to. Seeing the same case ibr 
the first time, you would have less difliculty in making up your mind. 

A patient greatly reduced by a diseased joint, often recovers rapidly 
after its removal. Yet even then, life sometimes flickers feebly for 
a time, and the patient sinks under the shock of amputation. Perhaps 
the chief point to be settled, in respect of strength, is the soundnes 
of the great viscera ; for with disease there, and in spite of a few 
recorded cases to the conii^ary, the case is ahnost hopeless. 

This Umh, long past the stage of doubt, was removed by Dr. Hay- 
ward, by the circuiai opeialion. 

You will hear much of the relative advantages of the circular and flap 
operations. But as there is so much diversity of opinion upon this 
point, you may be sure there is no settled best way ; and as Ibr liie 
rapidity of amputation, if ever it was a prime object, with ether it is 
now no longer so. Tlie one thing needful is skin enough to cover the 
bone. If one side of a limb is ulcerated or mjured, you get it fiom 
the other side, and this is a flap ; or you may make two flape— on the 
sides, or top and bottom, or as you please, so long as you cover the 
bone and do not waste material ; for the best artificial limbs are now 
made with deep socket?, and tfie longer n stump is, the bctt^T. Tliis 
flap was circular, and tlie stnmp will h(> doulitlr-- an cxri lleni one, 
reaching two tliirds way to the aiikk-. Accidents may happen to all 
stum|>s. Flaps retract, bones protaidc and sequestra come out. Hut if 
tile bone is once properly covered, nature has siiuch more liiuu the sur» 
geon to do in keeping it so. 1 once had an opportunity to try the cir- 
cular and flap operations upon the lefs of the same patient ; a case of 
mortificatkis of both legs, after dysentery on shipbtwrd* The patient 
was at death's door, but al once rallied afbr the removal of the legs at 
about their middlew It was soon after the use of eti^r ; and the patient^ 
of oouise, slept through both amputations, iioth wounds healed by fint 
intention* The circular flap was puckered in healing, as it generally 
is. Upon the other leg, the kmg dap from behind gave apparently 
much the best result ; a handsome rounded stump, with u linear cicatrix* 
Yet it is probahlf' t)ial a few years would make thefn much alike. 
The mmcle Hfid f;il of a large Hap is then alropliied ami the round- 
ness lo>t. Tins I may slate also as the view of Dr. Townsead, whose 
opportuoiiies for eiiaanaalion were frequent during the last war. 
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Ca&e IH. Necro'iis of t/ie Humerus. Opfrndon.—The disen^p. 
WHS ill this case of fifteen years' duration. Tlu re w ere a number of 
fkuiloiis openings about the deltoid, leading to dead bone. A large one 
also between the clavicle and scapula ,ibove, traversed by the omo-liyoid 
■MMcle, which bisected it. Water injected here, wa.s followed by an 
moreMe of fMs iit the lower opemng, in the coarse €i the day. I am 
Mble to say w hy the pus, woiob was borrowing about in the aiSIa, * 
sboutd have made this lai^ ulcefation so high up ; or whether this de* 

rided on a separate eailse* As you saw, I made a free mcision down 
the bone on the outside, and through die deltoid ; waited for the 
Mpillary Ueeifing to cease, and tied a small vessel or two ; denuded the 
bone, removed a middle-sized disc of new bone quarter of an mch thick, 
with a trf']>hine upon a bit-stock, and extracted through the opening a 
sequestrum in shape like a large almond. Tlio objf^rt ofther^^p oprniiions 
is to get at and remove a soqurstnun which is coiifini d by bone, gerie- 
raily of new formation and thick. In such a case you fVfl willi a probe 
a bone unequivocally loose and apparently quite accesj^ible ; you cut 
through the soft parts in pursuit of it, and are suddenly, perliaps to 
your surprise, anested by a bony wall with an aperture only aslaige as a 
4nw's quill, kito which the probe passes perhaps half an hieh* The oM 
Wif w«B to cttack dib with a chisel uid mallet. But pat a lemur into 
« eommon vise, and try widi a chisel and mallet to expose the intaiar 
«f its shaft, and you wul find how slowly die woric goes on. Flow there 
is a Preniiih instrument winch 1 have used for a number of years, which 
eonsiits of a sniall cinmlar saw, attached to an iron lod, which receives 
its revolutions fiom a bit^tock in the hands of an assbtant. The rod 
PB about two feot long, and is broken for convenience by a universal 
joint. A hole is trepanned into the bone, nnd if the secpiestruni is re« 
frartory, another hole is also trepanned a iVw iiiclx'S distant, and the cir- 
cumferences of each united by parallel lines, so as to make an oval hole. 
This last is done by the circular saw (scie ^ molette), and tlie litUe time it 
occupies and the facility of its work are (juiie striking. I shmdd say 
it required about one minute for ten consumed by the old process ; and 
a beautifully symmetrical hole may be made in five mhiutes, wtuch would 
require half an hour's work of the chisel. This b really an advantage 
of importance. Here are sequestra which I have removed in this way ; 
a loog one from the femur ; this onCi not unlike a butternut in size and 
roughness, and moreover infiltrated with salts from the saliva, from the 
left ramus of the Jaw. Here is a very remarkable sequestrum from a 
boy, a patient of Dr. Osgood^ of SaxonviUe, whk;h is actually two thirds 
of the numerus. Its upper extremity projected through the skin just 
under tbe axilla, while the whole articulating surface at the elbow wns 
salient and exposed obliquely outwards. The whole looked somew liat 
like a large spike of whicn the condyles represented the head ; driven in 
obliquely at the elbow, and its point appearing under the axilla. And 
here are the marks of the boy's penknife upon the exposed joint, where 
he amused ihe tedium of convalescence by wliiuiing it in situ. You 
wouhl have thought, as I did, that it could be pulled out fix>ro below, 
wUi epse. But It was so bouad aod dunped bj sow bono, wbieh 
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pinchad il, that I was obliged to remove the last to some extent befeie 
tt yielded. And it is statnge that the boy has a semceable jobt at thb 
day, tramnng ao angle of about 45^* 

Here is anwier sequestnun with a wisdom looifa in it, larger than you 
would suppose could be contained in the ramus of the jaw. Necrosis 
k sometimes rapid. I removed this from a patient of Dr. Dale. It was 
eliminated fiom the first metatarsal bone of a boy m a few weeks, and 
is, as you see, quite a piece of die shaft. 

This oporation has its reverses. Here is a lemur of a patient, of 
two years ago, in a case where the fistulous opening was dire ( ily in the 
track of the artery, and where it could not be pursued. 1 thrref^jre 
attacked the bone upon the outside throuc;li the vastus extemus, and 
made this opening into it. The paticiit, a healthy laborer, died the next 
day of a icinaikable affection ; a secretion of pus beneath liie layers of 
deep fascia and into the muscles of the whole tliigh, showing universal 
inflammation there* Besides wlucb, belbre death, the limb was inflated 
by gas as in a deoomposinfi subject. 

Tliere are a few pomts of diagnostb interest which should be mentioned. 
The siie of the sequestrum may be judged of, sometimes, by the enlam* 
ment of the bone, and hy exploring it through different apertures. let 
where it is deep, and where these signs feil,tEe size of the dead bone may 
be deceptive, and a very small one may give the idea of being large. Its 
mobility is soniptimes unefjuivocal ; and upon this point there arc two 
signs 1 have noticed, not, I believe, mentioned in the books, to which I 
attach some value. One of these is the possibility of causinj^ pii«? to 
cs<: a[)(' from one fistulous opening, by pressinij upon the sequestrum with 
a piobc through another and separate a|it i ture. How is this likely to 
happen, unless the sequestrum moves ? Again, pain, not a common lo- 
cal and acute tenderness, hut a deep and distant pain, sometimes attends 
the fereiUe movement of a laige sequestnmi by a probe m a fistutous 
opening. The sequestrum is tmn tilted against soft granulations at a re» 
mote part of the cavity. In such eases, the sooner the sequestrum is 
removed, the better. The pathology of necrosis belongs to another pait 
of our surgical oouise. 
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Anatomy and Phystelogy, — " Popular Anatomy and Physiology, adapted 
to the use of Students and General Readers." — "Practical A:iri:omy, 
Wiysiology and Patholopy; Hy^'ene and Therapeutics." By T. S. 
Lnmhert, M.D. Lpavilt & Co., New Yorl<-, publishers. It \v\\\ be re- 
membered, that, some monihs since, a very luvorable notice of the first of 
the above-named works appeared in this Journal* from the pen of a Phy- 
■idan in Middlesex County. The other work is just publisbeo. Fbysiology 
having been introduced into most of our schools, and considered ss one of 
>^y)les»eataiy studies requisite to form a proper edueatton for the young* 
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it becomes highly necessarv Tor "^chnn] committee?; to make a selection, 
and obtain the best works lor the purpose. We believe there have been 
several works published on the same subject ; but never having had an 
opportunity to examine them, we cannot speak of their comparative 
merits. Ai regards Dr. Lambert's boeks* we haTe lately had them sent 
«St aod have given them a pretty thoroagh examination. The text is cor* 
reet« the inferences appropriate, and being void of technicalities, they are 
every way suitable for the scholar to read and study. They are also fully 
illustrated, which makes them hotter calculated to convey to th*^ mind of 
the reader a perfect rompreheij^i i ! of the subject under consideration. 
The little work on Practical Anmuiuy. 6cc., will have a tendency, in an 
indirect way, to rid us of quaekery — for it teaches enough of pathology, 
hygiene, fte., to intimidate any one from patting confidence, when sick, in 
any other than the regular, weli-edoeated physician. We deem it un- 
necessary to say more at the present time respecting the merits of the 
works by Dr. Lambert. Many letters of testimonial are appended, from 
some of the most distinguished of the proiession, relative to their value aod 
correctness. 



Boston Lunatic Hospital, — The report of the Board of Visiters of the 
Boston Lunatic Hospital, together with one from the Superintendent, Di. 
C. H. Stedman, has been received. From them we learn, that there have 

been admitted during the year 73 patients, with 7C discharges and 37 re* 
coveries — leaving now in the wards of th« hospital, SI males nnd 123 
females. Among the assin^iied causes of the insanity of the inmates, in- 
temperance seems to preponderate. The institution appears to be under 
good rule, and with the average health of such institutions, although during 
ue year dysentery prevailed, which in many cases proved fatal. It would 
aeem, also, that those who were in good bouily health previously, suffered 
much less from the atlacl- than those who were more debilitated ; and in 
two instances recovery of the mental faculties took place, simuhnnpoiiplv 
with the appearance of the dysentery. Ireland, as \\sivd\ m our charitable 
institutions, is fully represented ; and Dr. Stedniaa attributes it in pan to 
disappointment, in not finding ''gold as thick as paving*stones in the 
atraets,** as was represented to many before leaving their homes. As te 
Che treatment of the insane, an inference may be drawn from the doctor's 
femark^'* fF^sreof, the simple fact is, that the retneditt mo$t in ute in our 
Mflitmr, ore not womgktfor in lAe apoihwanfi ttereJ* 



Suffolk District Medical Society. — At the adjourned stated meeting of 
this society, held last Wednesday afternoon, for the purpose of trying one 

of its members who had been previously charged with infringing its by- 
laws, the said charge not having been sustaiticfl the whole matter was laid 
upon the table. As we said on a previous occasion, we consider the 
society should not have matters brought before it, ihut properly belong to 
a legal tribunal. And further, we would take this occasion to express our de- 
eided disapprobation of the way this whole matter has been managed, from 
the beginning to the end of the farce. The proceedings were all informal, 
and the society ought to have known it ; but when the member consented 
to an examination, and nobly exculpnted himself from the charge, a verdict 
tliould have been rendered accord mi^ly. It would reallv seem, as the 
accused party declared, tUut he was the victim ui a couspimcy, lur m our 
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declarp. Some of you may have felt as I have felt, or will yei foe), the 
perplexity alla led to. Let me remind you, then, that even in disease 
there is exquisite evidence of design — that it is not doctors who cure the 
sick body, bat the body thai cures iieelf. The eaiffeon will whip you eff 
a limb fosi enoos^, and to wre toTtiiieaad prevent death ; bat he doea not 
pretend to make the bleeding vesMis hermetically seal their moaths, the 
rough bone granulate into smoothness, the muscles form new attachments, 
and the skin close over all. Kindly nature does this. The di«pn?cd body 
proclaims, to the last, that it was intended to be healthy, and is striii::;ling 
against all odds to be so, and dic^, as it were, facing death, wiiii aria:^ la 
its hands. I woukL therefore say, let not the atriking moral lesBon that 
taught be overlooked, bot rather seek out for it — it will add interest to 
your daily duties, and invest them with a high moral mesaiog.** 



The Great Exhibition ia London. — The following from the London 
Lancet is recommended to the notke of the profession in this country. li 
is probably not yet too late for all who have anything of the kind men* 
tioned below, to take measures for having it despatched to London. 

We believe that one of the subdivisions of the great exhibition of 
1861 includes surgical instruments, and all surgical and medical appliaaees 

of a mechanical kind. We should hope, that, in this respect, the honor 
of the profession will be upheld. We have no doubt that the ingenuity of 
America, France and Germany, in all that relates lo the diag'nosis and 
treatment uf disease by mechanical m^ans, will be fully represented at the 
forthcoming exhibition. We make these remarks with a view of stimo- 
lating the profession in this country, and inducing^ its members not to sufler 
such an opportunity of professional and national distinction to pass unim* 
proved. We have as yet heard no note of preparation, but we tru^«t ihn* 
not the least interestin": section of the " crystal pahce," now rising as if 
by macfic, will bp that devoted to the exempliliLiiiioii ol the applications of 
art and industry to liie profe^ssioa of mediciue uud burgery, and the leiiei 
of human disease and sufieriog." 

The commissioners will be ready to receive deposits from the 1st of 
January to 1st of March inclusive, after which time none will be received. 
The foreign deposits (those from this country for instance) will not be 
charged with duty, and will be received through the customhouses at Lon- 
don, Liverpool, Bristol, Hull, Newcastle, Dover, Folkestone and South- 
amptnn. The exhibitors pay all expenses until the articles are deposited, 
but n (50 after till the exhibition closes, when they may remove them from 
the country, or sell them, in which case the duties must be paid. The 
exhibition will open on the Ist of May, and continue open for six 
months. 



Iodine in Fretk-Water Plants aud Animals. — M. Cbalin, Professor at 
the School of Pharmacjr of Paris, recently sent a paper to the Academy <^ 
Sciences, wherein he gives the details of his investigations relative to the 
existence of iodine in some fresh-water animals, as the leech, crab, frog, &ce.» 
as well n«« in the plants which rrrow in the same waters. Iodine has been 
found m greatest quantity in Jerruijinou^ water. The author thinks that 
goitre is owing to the too minute quaniiiy of iodine to be found io the 
water of certain countries. 
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Law of Lunacy in England. — We understand that, at the instance of 
wi influential neinher of the American Oovernment, Dr. Forbes WidsIow 
it actively engaged in preparing an analysis of the English law of lunacy. 
Dr. Win^low is also requested to make any suggestions that may occur to 

him in the course of the inquiry for an amendment of the said law. We 
trust, uh^n his labors are brought to a conrlusion, thnt Dr. Winslow will 
fiibmii iht: result of his inveslij^ation to the Britl^ll Govr i n tnent, in order 
that ihey may adopt any valuable suggestions it may coniaiii for an amend- 
ment of our own defective hmt in regard to the arrest and detention of 
psnons alleged to be insane. — London Morning CkromcU* 



Masmchmetts General HotpUot, — The following gentlemen have been 
elected officers of the Massachusetts General Hospital for the ensuing year : 
William Appleton, Prcsiileiit ; Robnrr Hooper, Vice President ; Henry An- 
drew;*, Treasurer; Marcus Morton, Jr., Secretary ; Nathaniel I. Bowditch, 
William S. Bullard, William J. Dale, Georgre M. Dexter, Thomas Lamb, 
Francis C. Lowell, Amos A. Lawrence, Charles H.Mills, Henry B. Kogers, 
G.Howland Shaw, J. Thomas Stevenson, Edward Wtgglesworth, Trustees. 



Meikal MiiceUany, — ^Dr. Jared J. Dunn, the Mayor of Princeton, N. J., 

was lately killed by being- thrown from a sulkey.— Attdubon, the celebrated 
ornithologist, is dead* — Large beds of sulphate of magnesia, lime, nitrate 
of potass, &c., were fonnd in a recently discovered cave in Indiana. — A 
Dr. J. M. Smith, an irregular practitioner, of Saco, Maine, has been ron- 
vioied of murder in the second degree, for the killing of Miss Ca&wull, in 
his attempt to produce abortion, and has been sentenced to the penitentiary 
for life.^-Measures have lately been taken iu England for the establishment 
of an "asylum for the indigent insane of tin lucated classes." — The Lon- 
don Lancet is now publishing a series of ''Portraits and Biographies of 
Members of the Medical and Surg-ical Profession," — Wc understand thai Dr. 
T. H. Smith, whose indictment was spoken of in la.'^t week's Journal, has^ / 
received a diploma from the Medical College in Maine, and also from insti-, 
tutions in Europe. Our designation of him as an irregular practitioner, 
had reference only to the fact of his not being a member of the Massacha* 
setts Medical Society. — A writer in (he London Lancet solicits the name 
and address of any individual, in the enjoyment of good, firm health, who 
has attained to between ninety-five and a hundred y-nr^ of age, and also 
the parish of which such person is a native, and from the records of which 
his or her age could be verified. 



T« GiBaastrosi>tirrs.^Dr. ApptiCon's paper en P u wp e ra l Anmmki bat bam reeaived. 



IIarBibd,^Ib New Tack, WiHiam 8. Tompkins, M.D., to Miss Eveliiw II. Ckm. 

DiRD,— At Sao Francisco, of cholera, Jolm Townaend, M.D., afed Ml^At QuaraatiiMt, Slalan 
Island, New York, Jola 8.CmraB« M.D^ AsMtlant Phynewa of Ike MarioB UospHal, aged 99 
jmn. 



fh.uhi in n, St n~-(nj the week ending Saturday noon, r<^l> tst, 73.— .'^T;iles, f^— fpmrilc<«,Sl 
loflammalioB of tbebowc)s,2 — burn, 1 — ^inflammation of the brain, I— congestion of the \mun, 1 — 
consumption, IS— ■enntrnbioM, 1— dysentery, 1— dropsy, 3— dropy of the brain, 5— erysipelas, t 
—fever, 1 — lyplMJS fever, 8— typhoid fever, 1— scarlet fever, (>— lnn:r <Vvrr, f> — fro«t-bite, I— 
hooplas cough, 2 — liiwa'W of the heart, 2 - intemperance, 1— iiif indlL-, 1 — uiflammation of the 
hinrs, 4— marasmus, 1 — moaslcs, f — srrofula, I— teething, JV— unknown, 2. 

under bynn, 38— between 5 and 20 years. 8— l>ctweai SO and 40 jrears, 14— between 40 and 
60 jMft, 10--ovcr GO yean, 3. Amerieans, 37 ^ foreignm tad cbUdmi of Mgnrrs, 96. 
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Tewrpat PrognotHetiar.^^ A philoeopiikel nreDtioD fnm VfhMby^ ap- 
Mn in the form of a Tempest IVognostictttor, whooe aeemejr is said to 
have been tested by the storms of the last twelve meiitlis. Tbe inventor ii 

Dr. Merry weather." We have ascertained the above statement to be cor- 
fpct ; and that the apparatus is to he exhibited for thf^ f!r<t time at the great 
Exhibition, when :i pamphlet will he piibli^hod cri^'inir the whole arrountof 
tbe discovery. The disastrous storm of the motuh of October, 1850, was 
foretold hy the Tempest Proj^nosticator, and communicated by letter Co the 
president of the Whilhy Philosophical Soctetf, fifty-one hoors and a half 
Wore it took pbiee. We understand that Dr. Merryweathcr intends la 
confine the manufacture of these instruments to the artisans of Whitby.«— 
MiMStraled Ltrndon Hewt. 



A iVna Mode of Vaccination, — By Edwaed Cbos8£, M.K.C.S. &c. — 1 
know not whether the following mode of metnation hat heoii beforo prw> 
tioed ; if not, perhaps yon will fam me by its insertion. It consials in 

forming a blister, by means of a piece of emp. lytim^ the size of a small piaV 
head, retain^ on the arm by adhesive plaster sufficiently long to raise the 
blister, detachinn^ the cuttcle with a lancet, and applying the Taccine virus 
to the raw surface. 

The struggles of a strong child having prevented inoculution by the 
ordinary methods, I adopted this plan with success. It was rapidly per- 
Ibrmed while the child slept; and it appears, in addition, that a fairer 
surface for absorption is presenteda and that this little operation, itisigni6cant 
in its execution, though important in its results, is much faciUiatedt and 
rendered more certain of success* — London Lancet, 



Successful Employment of Kousso in Tmiia Solium. — By William 
Wu.Li8, Esq., M.R.C.S.B., Totnes. — I have much pleaaura in rrponing 
another successful case of the administmtion of the above remedy for tht 
tape*worro. Mr. N. S , a yonng farmer, living at Ipplepen, had been 

for spven years afflicted wiiii the most annoying consequences, arising from 
this pirasite. He bad tried every variety of remedy, as well as every 
person he could think of, both reijular and quack, during: this period. I 
pruoui^'ii (or Itiui u dose of ihe kuu!>;»o, and administered it ou the -iih lUst, 
according to the instructions given by M. Boggio. Four houis after, and 
about ten minutes subsequent to taking a seidlitat, to assist its operation, 
he expelled the animal, quite dead, and entire, he having suflered scarcely 
any inconvenience from the medicine. — lb. 



Private TetKhittg in St, Limu, — ^We are glad to know that several 
Msoeiatioos of physicians have been formed in oor city, for the purpose of 
^ving private in.stmction, and examinations on the various branches taught 
m our schools. From a knowledge of the different individuals engaged in 
these enterprises, it affords us pleasure to state that they are every way 
qualified for the work which they have undertaken. St. Louis is rapidly 
becoming a prominent point for medical education, and the demand for 
private instruction will soon give full employment to all those now en^ged 
in it, and invite others to embark in the same laudable work. — St* ImuM 
Medical and Surgieal JaumaL 
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THE ECONOMY OF MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

An AddreM delivered before tbe Vemioix Mrdical Society, by itn Fresidenl, J. L. Chahdlxb, 
Jf J>^ of 9L Allk8iM» 9nd coinmuniraled, bv vole of the Socwly, to IIm llo»tan 

M«dic«l and Suigwal Jouraal. 

GENTLmBir,— The Vermont MedicBl Society is entitled to my grateful 
aeknowledameDts for its fofbearance and courtesy, in its rMtppointment 
of myself, last year, as its presidiog officer, notwithstaodiog my deliii- 
qoency, and abseace from its annud meeting. Suffer me to assure yoi|»* 

my delinquency was the result of unavoidable obstacles, and from no 
lark of interest in the Sortetv. On the present occasion, allow me to 
nse with further apology, and to occupy your attentioo at once with 
tile business wliirh roncems us. 

Our Society lias probably ^et failed of answering the expectaticms of 
its Joiuiders. These expectations may have been somewhat indefinite ; 
and just in that pro|x>ition was it prohable tlie results would prove un- 
satisfactory. Our odIy liope, therefore, of better soceess, is to consider 
definitely, what are toe ends we propose by this organizatioo } h oor 
Society, in any tecbnioal sensei to be a scbool of medicine; a didaetfe 
institution? Are its opinioos in medidne to be of binding ibiee in tbe 
Commonwealth ? If so, its jurisdiction should extend to all minor 
schools, and to every professorship in tbe Slate. Obviously, its founden 
had no such thought, and the Liegislature no intention to confer such 

r)wers. I have forgotten the import of the petition ft)r its charter, but 
remember the remark of one who was interestefl. with others, in |)it)- 
curing it, that tiiey had organized a swiety, whit li in its results would 
be of little consequence to themselves; but tJint it rested on their suc- 
cessors to make it an lionor to medicine, and a blessinL'^ tn the State." 

What, then, are the legitimate eud^, the |)i-actical purposes, of lh\s So- 
ciety ? My knowledge of the organization of kindred societies in other 
Stales, and of their influence an & condition and cbtmM of membsa* 
is limited ; but lo some eaient, the same disap|MiBtmeiit in exfiectfid ia> 
suits has been the lot of otfaeis. If so, may it not be passible that we 
have expended our labor ia a wrong direction ? that we have, in tbe 
fhmse of modem flippancy, mistakini eur mission ? The ultimate end 
proposed to be attained by medical assoeiation, no doobt» has been, ad- 
vancement In the knowledge of medicine. Such, too, was the end of 
otir first lesion in anatomy ; our attendnnoe on medical schools ; our 
Study in retirement, and our watching of disease in the chambers of tha 
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sick. By these methods, mainly, have attainments and discoveries in 
medicine heen accomplished. I repeat, then, that the purpose of this 

Society is not to assume the province of teachers ; not to usurp the 
ofiiL-e of our iiicHliral schools, nor to lord it, even, over the opinion? of it-? 
own members. Its proximate end, if I may appropriatp tlie phrase, is 
the cultivation of tlie man, through ihe medium of his scK ial and mora! 
faculties, and thus nidireclly to enlarge the physicians capacity for know- 
ledge, and to increase his power for usefulness to his fellow men. If we 
might conceive of a being purely intellectual, uuiiitluenced ami unmodi- 
fied with a touch or trace of the moral faculties ; no matter how keen 
his perceptkm of such truths as merely pertam lo natunl science ; would 
we look for his success in the studj« or treatment of the diseases of man, 
a social and nxnal, no less than an intellectual and physksal heing ? In 
abstract, or pure science, he might excel. But conceive, if you can, of an 
association of such individuab, in form of a medk:al society ; without 
moral endowments, and consequently incapable of emotions or social re- 
lations. They would make little advance, I apprehend, eitlier in the 
*' humanities," in the parlance of the schools ; or in those oilier hu- 
'roanities which comprise, not unfrequently, the very of disease itself. 

1 do not propose that the specific topics of medicine should fail of a 
place, in the action of this society ; nor that tiiey should fail, even, of 
pre-eminence ; and yet I conceive thai m the economy of our assonn- 
tioiij we should recognize our social, no less than our professional rela- 
tkxis ; our rektions to community as men, no less than as physicians ; 
as men of like passions and like mfirmities, and as having peisonal duties 
and penonal rights in common with others. 

To the private preceptor and to the schools of medicine, is confided 
the duty of impartmg to the pupil the facts and principles of medk;ine, 
as they are generally, and, as we believe, justly received. In the aggre* 
pate experience of professional life, every community will furnish mate- 
rhh. some of which are novel, all of which may be importnTit, as illus- 
trations of the truth or falsity of our opinions. These are the subject- 
matter which should occupy the attention of our Society, and should find 
their place on its records. In strict technical parlance, this may be said 
to comprise the department of medical cuJturt ; and in this alone the So- 
ciety has been supposed to be interested. In this misapprehension, f 
conceive, lies the nuscbief. on whkh is chargeable the blight that has 
fijlen on xa, and on other kindred societies. Had medical culture, as an 
end, been attamed, in the measure which was reasonably expected, I 
should have no reason for complvnt, if the proposal for change in the 
economy of our Societr should be regarded as uncalled for, and imper* 
tinent. But as our failure is a matter of notoriety, and admitted by pn>> 
fessional men in the State, whose opinions are entitled to respect, I trust 
my remarks may be received with indulgence. 

It is much easier, how • vor, to condemn than to amend ; to point out 
failures, than to provide reintdit s. My own theorv of proft^sional or- 
ganization may be visional) and nnpraclicable. My purpose is rather to 
suggest, and invite oiiiers to reflection and eifort, than lo olfer definite 
remedies iuy:3elf. 
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Many beautiiui pictures liavo boon mndr, nnH presented to the world 
for its adnm-ation. or its sneer, of llie disinterested V)enevolence, the 
self-consunniu^ toil, and the love ot medicine for its own sake, exhibited 
by those who have spent their lives without hope of reward, in the 
racks of our profession. In many instances such pictures may iiave been 
from the life, and such lepfesentations simply tme and jim* Yet you 
need leel no alarm lor my safety. I am fiir from meditating a tilt 
igainst sel6shness, in a vain crusade against the world, or against my 
professional brethren. Physicians are like other men, good, tad or in- 
difierent; and 1 will gladly compromise on the concession that they aie 
BO worse than others. In the duties of their profession, they need stimu- 
lus for exertion, no less than material for expenditure ; and their useful^ 
ness a class, depend«5 no lpf?s on their -social relations with each other, 
nnH with society, than on the amount of their scientific nttninmpnts. 
iiow tli('S(? relations are to be modified and improved, ihoiv h a (jues^tiou 
of wreat diliicuity, is neverthehjss worthy tlie attention of tliou^iitlul men. 

This is no place for disetissin? the f)U<'stion, whether the art of medi- 
cine, in its rise and ^dual development, has been a positive benefit to 
the world. We may regard the matter as settled by common consent. 
And yet, one prominent impediment in our way is the scepticism which 
still abounds, scarcely less among cultivated than ignorant men. This 
numerous class are tnost of them no less sceptical in th^ opinions of 
medicine, th.m in their estimates of the rectitude of those who prescribe 
it. They regard the private practitioner as a foot-pad, in the act of 
clutching a purse ; and medical societies and medical colleges as corabi> 
nations for the robbery of community. As most errors in opinion have 
ihoir npposites, equally erroneous, so scepticism in medicine meet'; with 
ili^ liviil error in credulity, which overmatches its antagonist, in its power 
for evil. The latter, especially, is the source of a great variety and 
amount of disturbing influences ; and it u onld seem as if, just in propor- 
tion to the discovery of that wliich is demonstrably tiut? and useful in 
medicine, is the increase of mischievous absurdity and folly to be en- 
countered. Let it be satisfactorily shown that m some instances agen- 
cies have been employed, of greater power or m larjger quantities ttian 
the exigencies of disease have demanded ; and especially if we admit 
that disease nmy often be safely entrusted to nature alone ; then, iop- 
sootli. w e may look for clamorous denunciation of aSopathy ; and doses 
of diluted nihility are advocated with a zeal, which was ( simple truth 
can never command ; and this, too, by those who prate loudly of right 
reason and right loiric. The proof that !iomn»o]>athy it infallible is 
obvious, and iiimntrovertible. A. ban of the same ilo'j^ cures." The 
time was, since tin- commencenient of your own professional lives, when 
the (x:casional employment of pepper and steam, in the treatment of 
disease, in the hands of educated and competent men, resulted in the 
irruption upon connnumty of hordes of i&norant pretenders, who dealt 
mischief and murder without meaauie and without mercy. And wh^ 
was this ? Simplv because a blockhead had seised on a fiust in medi* 
cine, which he had neither knowledge to appreciate, nor skill to applv. 
This, too, had its ready quod tnU demoruinmdum* ** Heat is life ; cold 
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is death." Water, even, the good creature which heaven lias so abun- 
dantly buppliorl, for ihu refiX'shuient and sustenance of all foniis of life , 
cold water, ahnost ao ethereal beverage, a celestial lotion, must be 
wrested to lumatural use, and hamessed to tbe car of Juggenwut ! h 
may "do tbe State some service" by water-logging a fyw aoorae of 
dopes, who might otherwise perpetrate greater atMurdities. And wbeM^ 
love ? For tbe last half century, the therapeutic value of waier has beea 
rising in tbe estimation of medical men, both for topical and geneml uses 
in the treatment of disease* A brainless booby bad fallen, no doubt, OB 
iome enthusiastic page of a Currie, or other advocate of water, as an 
anxiliary in thf» (n^ntnif»nt of disease ; and. lo ! the windows of heaven 
must open. I know noi wtiether hydropathists have adopted, like liieir 
worthy associates, their distinctive motto. Let ine suj^gest one for their 
use. " It never rains, hut it pours." How far these men are honest 
believers in their own pretensions, it n^ay be illllicult to determine ; but 
I deem it witliiii ilie range of charity lo conclude, tliat with the more 
intelligent dbpensers of these humbugs, their mission of benevolence 
would ettd'wm the cessation of fiberal fees. 

That cfcduKty should abound, and that such unpositions should be 
praeticahie in a population half-civiliaed, is no matter of wonder* But 
that IVew England itself should prove a fruitful field for the growth of 
such absurdities, with all its acknowledged intelligence, refinement and 
moral culture, is proof that medicine has yet failed of accotnplisinng its 
rnission. Medical schools take cognizance of errors in medical hypothe- 
sis and prarfire. !t porfiaps, no less llie })rovi]ice of medical socie- 
ties. There is liii^iier truth, however, involvini; moral elements, which 
must he made co-ordinate, and co-operative, liefore medicine can confer 
its highest benefits on the world. A eumbination of medical men for 
purposes of self-aggrandizenjenl would probably defeat itself, and could 
never result in real advancement in professional knowledge, nor in prac- 
tical utility to the community, for whose benefit, mainly, tliese combina- 
tions should be made. 

Medical colleges confer medical degrees, as rewards for high attain- 
ments in professional science. This is appropriate. But there is a 
higher attainment sometimes achieved ; and, that, too, by n)vn who 
have failed of the honors of a college. Nor is this of necessity depen- 
dent on the highest grade of intellect, the deepest learning, or the readi- 
est insight into tin- obscurities of nature : hut is the result of hearty, 
diligent and conscientious devotion to tbe profession of medicine. We 
have <>-\rh of us, possibly, an individual in mind of this description. 
And what are his characteristics? His entrance on professional life uas 
unheeded. He may have come from acadeiiiic halls ; or may have 
found his way from the obi^urity of private instruction. He is no genius, 
and consequently will never cut the gordian knot, which, nevertheless, 
his patient plodding may untie. >He has never read a multitude of 
books, for he is unable to command them; but he ponders well tbe im- 
port of tbe few he values, and gives earnest heed to the lessons his own 
eiEperieoce finishes* In his professional companionship, he seeks rather 
t» leam than' to instruct ; or if he would impart to others, be seeks to 
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inlbnii^ rather than to shine- In his intercourse with men, he is imoS* 

tmsive and unexacting, r1aimin<4 for hiinsulf merely ihe, privilege" of 
quietly pursuin;; his lawful ends, by lawful means ; and freely awarding 
the same to others. In consultation he claims no unwonted sagacity, 
but listens with patience and nandor ; and yields his opinions heartily, 
when the better reasons ol another have convicted him of error ; or, if 
still constrained to differ, it may be in terms of self-di. trust, and in the 
spirit of unfeigned respect for the judgment of otliers. He will earnestly 
peer into that which is obscure or opake ; hat his honesty revolts at the 
jnetension, that he sees through impenetrable darkness. Consequently, 
nnamerahle thing? in medicine are confidently claimed to he known by 
others, that are yet matters of dooht and inquiry to himself. In his own 
practice he enoounteis few unprecedented cases ; or if he fails to recog- 
niie all ho meets, he wisely concludes his own experience is too limiled^ 
or his own sagacity too dull, to identify that which others may have seen 
and described. Remedies of known power and established value ate 
seldom rejerted for novelties ; nnd the higher |X)tencies of medieine are 
reserved for their appropriate (xrcasions. He never employs the guilk>- 
tine for the execution of a fly. Indeed, his state-occasions are so rate; 
he has so seldom paradefl the "pomp and circumstance** of medicine; 
he has glided so quietly on liis way, that the knowledge of his exist- 
ence is conQned to the limited sphere of his own labors. He claims 
pre-eminence for himself« and his own employers account ibr the fret, 
that his resources have always been adequate to their own oecaskm^ 
by the conclusion that their own oecasions have been small. He may 
be very uesful ; but how should he be distinguished ? He has never eot- 
drpated ovarian tumor, nor made the Cesarean sectbn. On most occa- 
sbns, he reduces dislocations without machinery, and restores fractiuee 
without derangement of relation, or loss of utility, by simple contrivances 
that have been ]<yn^ in use. How should he be noted ? Hp has sel- 
dom rerotnnu^nded tiie iidialation of ether ; and chiorolbrm — never. He 
may still jirefer opium to mori>liine, for its appix^priate occasions ; espe- 
cially when he kno\ys that his opium is opium, and lacks the means of 
knowinijj whether his morphine is morphim, or a mixture of other mate- 
rials, he knows not what, nor in what proportions. How can such a 
nan be eminent ? Hn almt mater has forgotten him ; or, perehance, he 
is a foundling. He may have mingled in processkm, or as a silent lisleiH 
er, with the members of a medical society ; hut no medksal hall ever r»» 
sounded with his voice. He never oontnbnted a page to a medical jour- 
nal, nor was his name ever mentioned in connection with official station 
or olicial duty in his profession. No doubt he would be unequal to the 
duties and exigencies of a professor*s chair ; and yet he makes one of a 
ch<^, at whose feet the occupants of the^e chairs min;ht sometimes learn 
invnltijihle If^ssons. There are yet men of this class, ungraced with the 
bnd o' !)!' doctor of medicine. Is it not in the province of this Society 
to confer a more stibsiantial, a less e^juivocal honor, and to award them 
the title of medical benefactors 1 They are the yeomajuy of the pro* 
fessswn, on whose vigilance and industry medicine is mainly tliougli indi*- 
rectly dependent for advancement ; and on whom the community aro 
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direcily dependent for the benefit which medicine can confer. It is in 
file 'Countenance,' cultivation, and augmentation of this class of mon. 1 
appr(7liead, that the Society may discharge one of its roost appiopriato 
duties. 

. I [To be conclutkti aexl week.] 




(OoniiniiBkatfld for Uie Boston aiwUaU and duiffcal Journal.) 

I^IK. J. T., St. 73, sanguiiKMnenrous temperament, suffered an attack 
of bilioiH colic, or wliat is sometimes deoomioated cholera morbus, Sept« 
SOth, 1850, attended with the usual s}inptoins of puking and purging 

bilious matter, which rontinued some twenty-four hours, wlicn the pupj- 
iug entirely ceased, but tlie vomlliiig continued, with severe gastric im- 
taiif>ri. KverytbiiiG: taken was ejected, even tiie imicilaires, until Sept. 
s8Jid, when 1 was called. Found the tongue red, dr^- and tlssured ; pulse 
sofneu hat increased in frequency and quantity, but not so frequent as 
the nature of the case \s ould seem to indicate, being increased IQ or 15 
in a minute, with pain and tenderness in the region of the stomach. 
Onieied bloodletting, general and local, warm bath, calomel and opium, 
urith Ibmentadons of bops to the epigastrium. 

< Sothv— liritatkm suniding ; vomiting not so frequent ; less pain and 
tenderness of the epigastrium. 

^ fl7thw — Half grain opium, with three grains calomel, once in six hours ; 
enema of soap and water in three hours after each powder. 

28fh. — Improving to all appearance ; bowels moved with sul. mag. 
30th. — Convalescent; pain. t*'ndeniess nnd vomiting nearly removed. 

Old. K'fl cnoina^ to be continued, willi mild laxatives, if neressarv. to 
keep tile bowels sufficiently open. Crust-water and gruei ior nou- 
rishment. 

The patient remained comfortable six or eight days, when a neighbor 
called, and proposed to cleanse his stomach with^ pills, composed of 
aloes, gambog(?, S^c, to which he consented. The treatment resulted 
m a return of his Ibimer symptoms, except a constipated state of the 
bowels. The stomach was voy irritable, ev«i7thtng taken causing a ae- 
vere burning until ejected. Ordered acetate morphia, one sixth of a 
grain once in km hours, with Ibmentatioiis to the epigastrium, followed 
by blisters dressed with mer. unguent. The moqinine increasing the 
irritation, after the first twenty-four hours was discontinued, and cyanuret 
of pota^^sinm substituted, one eighth of a frrain once in six hours, which 
had a favorable operation for two days. I would remark here, that if any 
drupf (lest r\ («> praise m g-astritis, I believe it to he this. As the disease 
pror;;!! ssed, it assumed more of a typhoid type ; tongue darker red, dry 
and lissured. The next and last medicine prescribed was acet. mor. 
and nit. bis. in combination, which, like all other internal medication, 
proved meftctaal. On the fourth or fifth day of the relapse, in consul- 
tation with Dr. Claik, o( Mootpelier, a slight swdling was disoomsd 
in the left of the ep^gpstritun. Diagnosis, distention of the stomacb^ 
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carrying before it a portion of the spleen. Ordered continual blister, 
dressed with mer. unguentum, withlio1din<r all food and medicine from llie 
stoniarh, and supporting the patient w illi iiijrrtirins of beef tea, broih, &c., 
a course whirli was continued for six weeks, keeping up for the most 
of the time external irriuiiion. Small quantities of starch and c^um wa- 
ter were occasionally swallowed within the time alluded to, hut not re- 
tained. About the time the sweUing was observed, the pain appeared 
more acute and laDcinadng, the complexion tiuning sallow, strongly in- 
dicating canceious degeneratbn. 

At the expiration of six weeks, Mr* T* was able to take a small 
quantity of food, perhaps a t^poonful of beef tea at a time. He was 
very much emaciated, but able to get on and off the bed at any time. 
He has continued lo improve, and can now take his usual cmantity of 
nourishment. ' 

I think there are some interesting points connert'-d witli this case. 1 . 
The sli(]!;ht increase of frequency of pulse, w ith -ucli a high grade of 
gastric irritation. 2. The difficuhy of distinguishing cancer from iiiHnm- 
mation, by any train of symjiioms known. 3. The length of lime the 
patient was supported by injections, taking into consideration his age and 
infirmities. It has long been a question whether patients with gastritis 
receive benefit from internal medication, and I believe it is not yet set- 
tled ; but the time will come, I think, when the negativB will Imye the 
majority. Yours respectfully, 

C<daU, Vt., Jan., 1851. E. S. Dbiiino. 



DR. LAMBERT'S SECOND BOOK ON ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY. 
[GoBinttDicmlsd for tha BostoB Ha4tcat wni Snigleil Jonraat.) 

I NOTICED in the Journal, some months since, a work on anatoniy and 
physiology, by Dr. T. S. Lambert, of New Yoik. That work, as 1 then 
remarked, was particularly designed for our higher schools and college, 
and Ibr the general reader. Dr. L. has, however, withm a few w^Jcs 
issued a second book on the same subjects ; but with questions, and de- 
signed in all respects as a school book, for our comman schools. The 
same commendatory remarks which I felt bound to make in regard to 
Dr. L.'s first book, apply with equal truth to his second book. Dr. L. 
seems to understand, at once, what is most important that children 
should know on these subjects ; and he displays a happy tact in irn- 
partincr that knowledge, which I think but few possess. This work is 
scientific, bein^^ written by one thoroughly versed in his subject, and is 
posted up to the pr^ent state of anatomical aticl j)liy:>io]oiz:ical know- 
ledge ; a remark which will not apply to many ul liie ireaLiaes of the 
kind, which are now in general use. it is wiitten m an easy, flowing 
style, and m such a manner as at once to arrest the attention, and in- 
struct the pupil. It is a practkal work. General principles are taught, 
and practical truths deduced from them, with which all should be ao- 
quabted, and which if rightly tised, must conduce to the health, happi- 
ness and usefiibess of men. Dr. Lambert is m many respects a sei^ 
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made rnan. He has, by an unceasing perseverance, overcome obstaclpn 
which at firet seemod insu riiionn table ; and has surceeded not only in 
obtaining' a colli'iriate and ihinouirh medical education, but has alj><.» 
made himself familiar wilh most of the natural sciences, and quite a Dum- 
ber of foreign languages. 

The reason why I have tlius plainly spoken of Dr. and his work, 
is tiiKt I might call the attentei of the profesaoa to the honorable aod 
voifocm course which he has taken in regard to quackery. lo all his 
lectures (and they have been delivered tbioughout all the eastern and 
middle States) he invariably warns his hearers to beware of quack medi- 
eines and quack doctors. He reasons with them on the subject, and 
gives illustrations gathered from bis own observations which place 
^ackery in such a light, that none could look upon it but with abhor- 
rence and detestation. I presume that it is generally known to medical 
men, that most of the itinerant h rturers on these subjects pursue just an 
opposite course. Many of th( in are men of little scienc*' ami less nio- 
rality. They frequently favor ^omr one of liie {njjiulaj- lunnlHiL,"- ()t the 
day, or they have a theory and inactice of their own, wijich tliey ihmk 
should be looked upon with peculiar favor ; at any rate, they do not 
hesitate to give a side thrust or repeat some stale joke at the expense of 
those to whom they are indebted for the little knowledge they possess. 

I wHl close this communication by giving the ica&r a iew extracts, 
fiom the work under consideration, on quack^. Speaking of the pro- 
per applk^doii of remedies, he say»*— " Then it Is that real skill triumphs 
over quackery and pretence. Tlien it is that the honest, intelligent phy- 
sician goes home thankful that he has always relused the solicitations 
of indolence to practbe duplicity, and feels rewarded for all the toil 
which has made him such a benefactor to his brother man. He feeb 
a moral pnde as he passes the palnee of the brazen-faced, black-liearted, 
ignorant qnack, and scorns w ith uUf r detestation all the false a!)rl L'lar- 
ini^' pleasures that baseness pn tcnds t(i enjoy — for however be seems, a 
man cannot be happy without he is good.'' Again, in s[X"Hktiio of poi- 
sons, he says, " Quack medicines and quackery should be rated among 
the poisons, for they are so in a double respect. They poison the body, 
and, stiH wcise, they pobon the morality of die community, by causing 
young men to see the apparent success of unpunished imposture. They 
M a pest to the land, worse than £^ypt*s plagues.'* If they m 
good in themselves in some cases, it is bv chance ; as a man might, 
ill the dark, reach his hand into a basket of open razors, and chance to 
get one by the handle. It is the scientific application of a medicine 
whwh makes it valuable." Again, The whole community ought to 
rouse up in indignation against the countless impo^^tors who laugh at the 
credulity nnd niisi^mided ronfidenre of men, and prey upon the love of 
life which is natural to every man, and the still stronger tie of ailection 
which binds the parent to his child, and makes him hope in the ground- 
less pretensions palmed n|K)n him. There is nothing that a man \\ \\\ 
not do to save his life or that of one of his family. He is ready, when 
sick, to believe what, when well, he would laugh to scorn. His anxiety 
should not be allowed to be a laughing-stock and a means by whk^h 
ingrate inhumans may fleece him.*' 
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This Inngiiage may be considercrl stronf^; but is it not to the ]x>iaty 
RnH fnu' and if so, would not a }>o})iilar work on anntoiny and phy- 
biolojtiv l)e Hicomplete that should not contain these seuiiuieiiis ? If our 
children should be tauirht the laws of health, it is certainly iiinx>iiant 
that they siiuuitl l)c nmde acquainted witii liiose causes which are preg- 
nant in pitxlucing disease. J. D. MAHhtkLLD, 

Smti Beadmg, Jan. 1851. 



PUERPRRAL ANiCMIA. 

tCommunirated tor the Boston MedicH) and Surgical Journnl.] 

Mrs. E., ,Tt. *2(k had for two voars previous to the period at which I 
was first consulted, suffered wuh dyspepsia." She first came undea: 
my care in January. 1^19. being then in the seventh month of her 
first pregnancy. Slit* ( uiaplalned principally of heart-l)urn, flatuienceii 
find extreme distress in the epiirastric region, attended \s ith obstinate con- 
stipation i ten, twelve or more days, sometimes, elapsing widiout an al- 
\ine evacuation. The g* nenl aspect at this time was not particularly 
roorbid* The tongue was coated* Pube slightly accdenled* The 
inofe urgent symptoms yielded to the use of aperients, with the 8ub« 
nitrate of bismuth and ext. hyoscyam. 

She was not seen by me after the early part of February, until the 
day of her accouchemeot, which took place on t\ui 8ih of March. I 
then learned that about a ibrtnight before she had, by imprudent ex- 
posure, taken a severe cold, producing catarrhal cough, attended with 
a con'^id^'rable detrr.'*^ of fever, not sufficient, however, to induce her to 
r ail any medical aid until the period of her confinement. The lal)or wa.s 
natural, and easily tprniinatfd. The uteriiu^ hemorrhacje, although free, 
v^as not remarkal»ly cupiuiis, and the fir t l^w days after (h^Iivpry were 
UDattended with any unpleasant symptoms, with the exception of the 
cough and daily exacerbations of fever. 

After the first week, her strength rather declined, and any attempt to 
assume the erect posture produced faintness. Her pulse varied from 104 
to 1)20. The mucous expectoratbn attendant upon the cough was not 
pfofiise. The dyspnoea was occasionally urgent, althoueh the patient 
was generally able to retain die recumbent position. Headache, wiifa 
btolerance of Hght and sound, frequent sighing and extreme despond- 
ency, alteniately with a high degree of excitement, now manifested 
themselves. £pistaxis had occurred once or twice in the early period 

of )ier confinement. 

She was visited bv Dr. Londev. of Ha\crhiII, in consultation, on the 
eiffhth dav after delivery, at which time the bronchial inflanmiation and 
lebrile excitempnt constituted the most prominent mai ks of disease. Per* 
cussion -dim ausculiation afforded no signs of organic disease, or effusion 
aito the thoracic cavities, at this period. 

During tlie succeeding week, the heat of tlie surface subsided ; the 
tongue, which had been coated, became clean ; the appetite improved ; 
there was an abatement of the coughj and a slight increase of muscular 
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strenglh. Tlu; improvcnv nt, however, was but temporary. The pros- 
tration again became txireific , the pulse continued frequent, while it 
diminished in strnnnth : the stomacl^ becatne more irritable, rejecting bolli 
medicine and nuuina iii. Tiic pallor of the lace, vvhicli had for a few 
days been less remarkable, assumed more of the waxy, bloodless appear- 
ance peculiar to the disease ; the lips, tongue and muoQUS memmDe of 
the mouth became pale, and she fioally 8Uiik» on the 31st of March, 
twenty-three days after delivery. 

EcamkuUion of the Body^ 60 hours after death* — Abundant de* 
positioa of fat in the sabcutaueous oelluUr tissue, and also about the 
heart and abdominal viscera. External muscles somewhat colored, but 
scarcely any blood following the scalpel. Carlllai^cs of the ribs so much 
08si6ed as to be with difficulty divided by the knife. Some small pete- 
chial spots on the surfnre. 

Thorax. — Lungs crepitate perfectly in every part ; color of these or- 
gans externally, a very lif^ht gray. No adhesions to the costal pleura. 
Cavilv of risjht ihorax containing 1^ pint of straw-colored serum. Nearly 
1 jiini in left cavity. Solitary tuberculous deposit in right lung. Peri- 
e.ardiuui containing more than § xiv. of serum. Heart large, flabby, 
loaded with fat ; muscular texture extremely pale, soft, easily torn, 
and presenting the appearance of sodden or parboiled meat. A small 
quantity of pale, wateiy blood in right cavities of heart* 

Abdamau — A considerable quantity of yellowish serum in peritoneal 
cavity. Stomach distended, containmg % viij. of brownish fluid, and 
torn by the weight of its contents, when raised from its position. In- 
testines loaded with fat ; not otherwise unhealthy, except exhibiting, to- 
gether with the stomach, a pale, bloodless aspect. Liver nearly one half 
laro^r than the normal ^h>\ of a pale lead color, texture somewhat friable. 
Spleen of a natural color, soft. Kidneys pale and bloodless. Utems 
somewhat lari^er than usual at this period after deliver)', pale, fl iccid, 
containing a small quantity of slate-colored substance of the consistence of 
paste, which, when removed, exhibited the internal coat of a dull white, 
on which the orifices of the uterine vessels could be discerned. 

Head, — Not examined. 

There had been but a scanty secretion of milk at any time after con- 
finement. Abscesses bad, however, formed in the mammary gland on 
each side, containing a considerable quantity of pus. 

The actual morbid change or degeneration in the physical and chemi- 
cal characters of the blood in this disease, appears to be a diminution in 
the proportion of red globules, without any alteration of the absolute 
quantity of fluid in the vessels, although the serum exists in undue pro- 
portion, and the spnrlfir gravity of the blood is diminished. The analy- 
ses of this tiuid in chlorosis by Lecanu have fhow ii it in contain, in ](MH) 
p;!rT<^, nearly 862 water, 83 albumen, an<i 55 re»l ( orpusrles ; 115 being 
staled as the avera<^e proportion of the last, in the normal condition. 

An«emia, under any circumstances, presents an aspt-ct sufficiently for- 
midable to excite the most watchful apprehension as to the result ; hut 
it is chiefly in connection with the puerperal state tliat it shows itself in 
its most malignant form, and seems m most cases to hid defiance to all 
remedial plans. 
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Hence arises the question, which as yet has been but imperfectly 
discussed, What is the peculiar influence of the uterine system upon 
the condition of the blood, which predisposes the circulating fluid to as- 
sume the peculiar character of chlorosis or anemia ? It nmy be men- 
tioned that the tetm '^bypcmia" has been suggested by Andral, as 
mofe correctly indicating the actual patholot^ica] condition in these dis- 
f-ascs. Should the prest nt name be retained, " anhaemia/* as pro|^K)sed 
by Good, and by Prof. Ghanning in his valuable notes on this disease, 
may be the more correct orthography. 

I have reduced to a tabular fonn iho 'symptoms in twentv-one cnso^ of 
ibis disease wliieh have be«r'n f]( srribed bv (liHert.-nt aulljors, includinn 
that of which tlie history' has been given above. 'I'he results derived 
from this table may not be uninterestinij^, as showin<j the greater or less 
frequency of tile more prominent characteristics of liie disorder. 

In the record of these 21 cases, the extreme pallor or bloodlessness 
of the surface was noticed in all. Emaciation, wfilch both Good and 
Copland have mentioned in their definition of the disease, was only ob- 
served in 3 cases. Petechial spots were seen in 2. The loss of mus- 
cular strength was noticed as remarkable in 10 cases of the . In 3, 
syncope was induced by assunung the erect posture. Headache was a 
prominent symptom in 5 cases, and the intolerance of light and sound 
was excessive m 5. Eight patients complained of noise in the ears. 
Delirium is only noticed in 2 cases, and confusion of mind in 1 , while 
the mental faculties are described as remarkably clear in others. Rest- 
lessness was present in 3 cases. The dyspnoea was iirijent in 7 among 
the number, and probably existed to a 'heater or less extent in nthci-s. 
Coui^h was noticed in 3 cases. Five of ilie patients suffered iruv\ palpi- 
t ition, while tiie action of the heart was noticed as greatly accelerated 
in 1 1. 

The digestive organs were affected as follows: — Two patients had 
Bore mouth. The appetite was diiniuished io 5, and voracious in 1 . 
Nausea and vomiting were present in 4 cases. Dianhcea supervened in 
7, while the bowels are noticed as constipated in 2. Four among these 
patients complained of excessive thirst. Chills are noticed in 3 cases. 
Among the puerperal patients, the secretion of milk was scanty in 
and milk abscess was formed in 3. 

It will be observed that many of the descriptions are more or less 
imperfect, and some of the more prominent symptoms probably existed 
in other cases than those in whicli fhfir appearance is recorded. 

Fatholofry. — H'he most important and constant lesion revealed by au- 
iQpsic investiji^aiion of this siiiL^ular malady, consists in the change in 
the character of the blood which has already been described. 

On collating the morbid appearances shown by post-mortem examina- 
tions iu 6 cases among the 21 to which reference has been made, I find 
that the vesseb are described as nearly empty of blood in 3 cases, while 
in all of the 6 the flmd was of a pale red» watery, coagulating firmly hi 
1 case ; while b 3 others, the fibrinous deposits were whitbh and soft. 
In 1 case, the blood was observed to be mixed with a thick, whitish^ 
opaque fluid. 
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No appearance peculiariy chatacteristic of the diseaae has genemlly 
been found in the cranial cavity. Increased firmness and density of 
the brain was noticed in a single r ase. 

There was effusion to a considerable extent in the cavities of the 
thorax, in 5 subjects; amounting to pints in each cavity in 1 in- 
stance. The lungs were permeable to air in every part, in all the ca<;cf;, 
but slightly cpdetujitous in 2. Kmphvsemn wa*^- present in J rase. T'h'-' 
quantity of serum in the pericardium was unnaturaiiy jncreasi fi m '2 
rases, in 1 to more tlian a j)int. The heart pale and flabby in 4, in 1 
fhe muscular substance was soft aod easily torn, while m another it is 
described as moderatelv firm. 

The peritoneal sac is noticed as containing a considerable quantity of 
serum in 2 cases, and the membrane as healthy in 3. Inspection of 
the intestinal canal showed it to be healthy in 3 cases* Its coals are 
described as pale in % slightly injected in another. The liver was pale 
in 3 cases, greatly enlarged in 1, extremelr friable in 1, and healthy in 
1 . The spleen was large in 2 cases, and noted as healthy in another. 
Texture soft in 1 case. In ail of the cases, the kidneys are described as 
pale, and in 1 as flaccid* 

In every case in which the disease supervened to tiie pueq)eral state, 
four in number, the uterus was found to be pale, the muscular ttflsue 
soft and en-ily torn in 1 case ; and in 2 the tont^ue was flaccid. 

In the present stnte of our knowledi^e, we cannot tmcc all the ciirinn- 
t^tances under which tiiis disease is developed, or account satisfactcwrily 
lor tlie phenomena presented durini: its progress. In the well-4cnown 
epidemic which occurred in the Anzain mines, it was noticed that the 
cases all occuned in a portion of iho mines, the atmosphere of which 
was impregnated with sulphuretted hydrogen. The depressmg influ* 
ence of tins gas upon tlie powers of the circulating system, is well un* 
derstood. M. Bonnet, of Lyons, has remarked thattm hydro-eulphuret 
of ammonia destroys the red globules, and completely deprives the blood 
of its property of arterialization. Dr. Freke, of Dubhn,nias recommended 
its use in cases of undue proportion of the red corpuscles, attended with 
increased action of the heart. The eiiects product by the introduction 
of putrid animal matter into the circulation, upon the vitality, so to speak, 
of the red <„dobules — the influence of certain malignant diseases, 
cholera and liie i^raver forms of typhus, upon the condition of the 
vital fluid, interestinir as they are in tlieir bearing upon the subject, i 
have only time to notice in passing. 

Having already exceeded the limits to which 1 had intended to confine 
myself in this communication, 1 have but a lew words to add us to treat- 
ment. The most satisfactory results which have been observed, have 
followed the use of iron in some of its preparations. Of these the sul- 
phate seems to have been the most generally used. The phosphate was 
principally relied on in tiie case above reported. Sir U. Mar^. in a 
communicatxin to the Dublin Journal of Medical Sciences, considers iron 
to be most eflicient, when combined with some one of the preparations 
of cinchona and other vegetable tonics* In those cases in whksh iron 
cannot be borne by the stomach, other metallic tonk», as the salts of 
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b'lsmuth, have heen recommended in its stead. Pure and dry air, light, 

and a nutritious diet, are important adjuncts in the general plan of 

treatment. John Appleton. 
fViui Newbury f Mass., Jan, 28, 1851. ' 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON. FEBRUARY It, 1861. 



EDITORIAL CORRESPONDBNCS. 

[Tt will be seen, by the dotes below, that there is no interruption, by mis- 
carriage or otherwise, in the eteries of letters from the Editor, which it wat 
lea red was the case.] 

Grand Cairo. — Immediately after leaving a letter at the office of the 
British Consul, to go by the first India mail to England, Tuesday> Nor. 
13, a new series oi explorations were commenced in the great Arab City— 
the principal incidents of which are now to be related, day by day, as they 
occurred, to the hour of departure for Upper Ei^ypt. The contract which 
all travellers are compelled to make with the Reis, who conveys people up 
the Nile, in our case proved lo be insuilbrably vexunous, owing to the 
apongiiig disposition of the Greek who acts as Vice Consul to the genuine 
Yiee'-ueo a Greek and at present from home. It is a diitgrace to the 
Government of the United States, that such abuses should be perpetrated 
in the name of our country, by those whose only ambition is to fleece every 
American rhhon who calls upon them, instead of assisting to protect their 
persons and property. 

About noun, Nov. 13, we called at the criminal court, where cases are 
heard and determined in »horl metre. The Judge, u splendidly formed roan, 
wilii a keen, intelligent eye, sat, in his stockinp, cfoss-I^Sged, on a Aft 
cushion that ran the whole length of the apartsoent, with writing apparatva 
on the same soft place. He received as with much politenesa, orwred us 
to be «pate(f, and through the dragomoti and his interpreter, we miitnally 
compl luientrd enrh other'*; rntinirv. He regretted no trial wns tiien in 
process* — two cast .N, ihe only ones for the day, having just been desnpalched. 
Our presence wa.s probably noised about the building, and in afewminuteit 
Ilia fexoeUency, (be n-a^BCt of Police, in whose hands is lodged the 
manicipal power* greeted us roost cordially. Co&e was ordered by the 
conrt, and his great excelleocy, a giant of a man, counting his beads all 
the while, ronLrrniulah (1 oss that we were in good health, &c. We exprc^^scd 
our gratification with all we had seen, and the security that wns fell, while 
journeyinjor under the viijilani go^erim ent of his highnesJ^, Al)l as l^a>ha. 
Some Kmaii talk followed — we ail shook iiunds and took respectlui leave, 
with an invitation to us to call again. We next called at the court-Toom 
of the Cadi— in an immense building, having a large square court, filled 
with people of both sexes, who were doa&less in pursuit of justice. 
Ascending a flight oi steps, we came to a large hall, open to the weather 
towards the west. At one end a strip, perhaps 12 feet wide, was railed 
oH' — within which was n bevy of lawyers in red caps, and other law ap- 
pendages, writing and arranging their Arabic i«taiement.<i. Next above, 
was tSe cottrt*room ; but the Judge had just been sent for by the Fssha,to 
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go u> ilie palace, and consequently we missed iheeliquclte there too; but as 
he descended the steps, we uncovered — which attracted his notice, and he 
stopped and addressed us. Learning our country and object in visiting the 
court, he politely invited us to return and take cofiee, expressed his regret 
at being obliged to leave, and invited us to make another call tO»inorrow. 
Attended by several persons, the Cadi mounted a beautiful horse, and lelt 
the yard, gracefully bowing to the people, who respectfully returned the 
salutation. All the distinguished persons connected with the civil service, 
wear a rich diamond ornament, surmounted by a crescent, suspended froiu 
the neck. Subsequently a call was made at a Moristan, or Insane Hospi- 
tal, where there were 36 patients, in separate rooms, on the ground-floor. 
Furiously mad as some of them appeared, the doors were rickety, im* 
perfectly fastened, and the rooms empty of furniture. A ivL^ro, who ges- 
ticulated violently, altliouq-h squatlin;; with a hhiiikcl over his shoulders, 
has murdered one man, and atiollier live, which was prettv conrlubive as 
to the intensity of their mental aberration. Two were pointed out in the 
common passage way, as cured. No females were shown, nor would the 
janitor admit that the upper story was in use, yet we strongly suspected it 
was occupied by women. Every person may walk in and peer at the 
wretched creature?;, through the q-ratcs in the door. 

T^overnber I'Xtk. — Had more delay and unnpce^^ary expon-r at the office 
of the American Vice Consul, through the ( xi di tnuiale dispuMiion ol the 
young Greek, before mentioned. If our Secretary of Stale were obliged to 
transact business at some of the offices in £urope, or in Cairo, it is very cer- 
tain there would be an immediate revolution in the consular establishmeots. 
At table met an Italian physician in the service of tlie L^^overnment, with 
an English wife, the daui:fiter of J. Levick, Esq., a resident of Alexandria. 
He has in medical charge the <]i?trict of Oeezeh, which in<1iid<^'s the pyra- 
mids, and a population of 200,000 — amonij;^ whom are tiOO persons over a 
hundred years of age. One has reached the patriarchal age of one hundred 
and sixteen ! Infantile life, this gentleman says, is very precarious; an 
immense number die very early* On passing that crisis, longevity equals 
that of any other country, save Russia. He considers ophthalmia to depend 
on topographical causes by no means understood, as it exists on both sides 
the Nile, but i*^ unknown in the deserts. My observations, thus far, have 
IpH to a differer)! conclusion, as stated in a previous letter, where absoliite 
lihhiness is charged with two thirds of the burden, the sun and sand with 
the remainder. 

Thunday^ Nov. \ith, — A long, provoking termination of a contract wu 

obtained, at last, which might have been completed in two hours, had the 
United States a suitahh? person in the Vice Consulate at Cairo. 

We sallied 

out in sin2fle file early this morning, for the boat that is to take us up to the 
lirst Cataract — if not further. Any class of spectators but the turbaned, 
bfire-footed gentry of the capital, would have laughed at the grotesquenci^s 
of our appearance. We passed through a village of fellah houses, be 
tween the city wall and Boulac, near the palace of a daughter of Maho- 
met Ali, whose husband is at Constantinople in disgrace. Here were seen 
mud hovels ten feet square, without a window, a door scarcely four feet 
high, in !h<^ occupatv^y of females, children, sheop, stoats and poultry! A 
little str r.v ti one corner is the bed. A red earthen jar, about as heavy as 
a common Boston porter could carry empty, and an earthen pan, constitute 
the only furniture. This may be considered a specimen of a modem 
Egyptian village or town. Famed the isle of Shoda, and its namefout 
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palaces, ia possession, of eoiurse, of the late Pasha's family. Tho earthen 

pot machine for raising' ^vnto^ is everywhere to lie seen, and heard ton, 
turned by oxen, and creaking as thoufjh in riislress. The pvnimid;? of 
Sakkara soon came in view — there beinir an extensive irrovc of date palms 
between the river and the site of the renowned city of Memphis. Young 
girls were tiathing, fiUing their jais« and walking on the bank, farther up, 
as the daughter of Pharaoh did on the eventful day when the in&nt Moses 
came floating by in a frail basket of bulrushes— and near the same spot, 
too. A larq-e two-story white-washed building on the rhyhi, is a marine 
hospital, rather ruinous in its aspect. A cavalcade of white turbans, 
sheep, camels and asses, probably bound to a fair, were discovered near 
Memphis, throwing up the sand with their lively pace. Next, there was a 
kind of flttvalite encampment of dark, flat-roofed tents — a drove of camels, 
and another of buflaloes. The bed of the rWer widens occasionally intd a 
kind of lake, and then closes suddenly again ; then comes a low, recently- 
formed island. Fields of Indian corn, just in the milk, sown, not in rows, 
growing in the mnd, were near at hand. TortV'fivo windmills, whirling 
away at a spirited rate, on the very brink of the desort, where ilio sand 
meets the rich bottom land, were a pretty sight. All the pyramids of 
Sakkam were in view most^of the day. Strange that more is not said of 
them by tourists, since they are stopendons works, and by no means 
deserving of such neglect. Square openings into the limestone rocks, are 
probably the entrance into ancient tombs, seen in the distance, near the 
wntor, on the left. Interminablo sand hills, as far as vision ran reach — a 
mighty waste of sterility — are nhtrndin;:^ themselves CD our irritable optics, 
but a few miles from the river, on both sides. 

Friday^ Nov. \5tk. — Another Mahometan Sabbath. We see little but 
the hot, sunoreflecting sands of the desert, lying between the river and the 
way to Palestine, occasional fields of green millet, and grazing camels, 
sheep, and buffaloes, with naked boys fishing and idle fellah women. The 
crew have drnc:cod the boat with a rope from morninj: til! niirhi, against 
the strong, turbid current. The river has worn iti so closely on the loft 
upon the desert, as to have denuded the rocks, here and there, ui diiierent 
elevations. A broad ribbon of arable land has consequently formed oppo- 
site; which shows that the Nile is perpetually oscillating from one side to 
the other, between the great natural barriers — the rocks hidden from century 
to century, and then made bare again by the alternation of drifting sands or 
rnshinn- waters. A distant view was had of the last pyramid — Ilarem el 
K-^'dab — of whitish stone, in four terraces. Hassan, thq dtai;oinan, on whose. 
tongup we arc consiantiv dependetft. was taken sirlc — but a timely pre- 
tcripiion of Dover's powder threw otT the alurnjiiig febrile symploujs, so 
that he superintended the -dinner to-day with his accustomed activity, 
Arabs love medicine. No matter what it is or how badly it tastes — down 
it goes with a gratifying relish. There is some satisfaction in practising 
medicine ! 

Nod. 16/A. — Wnn! of wind nmpelled us to pin fast to the bunk all 
night. Wild Ljeese, turtle doves, pigeons, and fawn-colored crows, must 
consider this their paradise, since they stand in no fear of being shot, 
knowing perhaps that the Fiasha forbids tbe natives to possess arms. It is 
curious to observe how the alluvial mud, under a hot sun, cracks into 
beiagonal blocks, very like the basaltic columns of certain geological 
localities. A little volcanic heat below, with pressure above, would speedily 
eonvert it into slate-stone. All the east side of the Nile is in rough barren 
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ridges, having?- pvrnmidnl forms — \vhi< h in the distance are as imposing 
as ihe ^mailer artiiiciai structures at Sakkara. All night we could hear 
masses of mud fall into the stream, which are at once dissolved, readily j 
explaining the turbid state of the water, in a single pint of which there is a 
tnUe-Bpoonful of sediineDt. Fishes must go by the sense of touch, for their 
eyes can be of no moio service to them l^re, than in the Mammoth Cave» 
where nature dispenses with them altogether. Coming in nght of 
Bcni. ooef, where a weekly market is held. This dny's route has been lc5s 
prod IK. live of incidents in aight*seeiogi than any preceding one since lear- 
ing- Alexandria. 

Siinday, ^'ov. \1 Ut. — A wretched apology for a band of music was 

Cirfonning in a palm>tree shade* as we nested the town of Benisooef, the 
rgest place, say the books, in Upper Egypt. The stars and stripes of 

our boat evidently created a sensationt and many loungers came to smoke 
in front of iis. At daylight I took a position on a hiixh mound, the site 
of perhaps fnrtv towns since the first settlement of this extraordinary valley 
— which atiord I an extended vi»'\v of the dreary desert to the east, with 
the fertile, level plain of mud in ihu opposite direction. The streets of the 
town are from three to five feet wide, often covered with reeds overhead, to 
exclude the sun. There are one or two huildings with latticed windom, 
indicating harems, and conseqaently the residences of official personages. 
Here resides a governor of a provmce. The troops were exen isincr in » 
distant field. After looking" into cheerless lion^es of a single room, jiirocl 
after street, where the only furniture was n sioue jar for water, another lor 
cooking over a smoke of dry dung, and a rush mat for a bed, I slowly re- 
tnrned to the boat. Hassan, the dragoman, has had a relapse, and I gave 
him an emetic, which Be relished mightily. Whenever another and 
another swallow of ipecac, was given, to increase the nausea, the poor fel* 
low would say, *^ tanic you ! 



Peneiraiing Wounds hy Needles, — ^It is well known that broken needles 

in fleshy parts of the body are productive of much discomfort to tlio pa- 
tient, and often cause great perplexity to the practitioner in his t tioris 
to remove them. The MHiill size of the openinfif whirh is made by ili«J 
needle, and the prevjou> :iiieinpts to extract it by .'^oiue friend before tbe 
physician is sent for. prrseni obsiacled sulH ' ietii to deter him from explor- 
ing the parts with any hope of success. Jf, under such circumstances, it 
is decided to remove the offending matter, it is generally done at the risk 
of injury to the patient ; whereas, when let alone, after a gentle search, 
the needle ^nll generally, in due time, point to the surface, either near 
where it entered, or in parts remote, and may then be family removed. 
We have known instanees of hands being- nenrlv df.^trovcd by the in- 
domitable pi'r>everance of lh<' sur<_reon to discover wliat he has been told 
he could lind in the flesh. It is decidedly nnpoliiic and unsafe to extend 
our dissections to any great extent among the tendons of the hand, for the 
purpose of discovering and removing points of needles, especially when 
it is known that no real injury may be produced by leaving the ofl^ending 
matter to make its own exit, whenever nature is disposed to have it do 
so. In many cases tne needle may be extracted easily ; and, of course, it 
is then our duty at* once to relieve the patient. We cannot agree wiiii 
those who consider it unsurgeon-like to leave a patient undelicered of a 
needle, and therefore prosecute the search at all hazards. In this, as ia 
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other cases, <*discretioD is ihe better part of valor." The singoler fact 

of needles, and pieces of needles, having been kncrwn to traverse the 
principal parts of the body, find through orcnn«,too, which arc vital in their 
foncllons, without iiny matenai injury, is, ol its^eil, sufiicirnt to warrant us 
not 10 be too officious m attempting to remove tlieni, especiaiiy when we 
do not know exactly where they are. A case of this kind presented itself 
ih 09 some eight weeks since for advice. A lady broke off* a common sew- 
ng needle in the fleshy part of her hand. As there had been previous 
attempts to remove it, our guide was lost, for it was impossible to tell which 
of the openings was: the one where the needle entered — the patient feeling 
the prick of it, upon pressure of the parts, any where in the vicinity of the 
wounds. Without making a dissection, fully knowing the uncertainty of 
finding the needle if we did, much timidity being also manifested by oOf 
patient, we concluded to gire her the chance of getting well without an 
operation. Happily, in eight weeks from the time of the accident, she 
discovered the point of the needle over the metacarpo-phalangeal articula- 
lion of the thnai}), and immediately repaired to us to have it removed. A 
slight incision beinj^ made, with a pair of forceps it was drawn out. It 
was full half an inch in length, and altered in its appearance, having the 
blue color so characteristic of the common fish-kook. But what appeared 
the most singular to us, was the distance traversed in so short a space of 
time, and the remarkable situation of the substance at the time of its re- 
moval. Its position, the escape of synovia, the previous stiffness and pain 
of the articulation, fiirnislied conclusive evidence that the joint was in- 
vaded. The patient is now doing well, having ha^ no iuconvenience since 
the removal oi the needle. 



Hornor on Extracting Teeth. — A little book of 76 pages, written by 
S. S. Hornor, Practical Dentist, of Philadelphia, on eitracting teeth, has 

been laid on our table. In the main, it inny he considered a practical rrnide 
to the medical student. rimy wish to enguire in that depariniunl of 

sursi^erv. We rnn.-t conte.vs ihat our opinion dilier;^ Ifoni the author's re- 
spel ling the merit of iliai mj'ernal machine^ the key^ 'm wrenching ovti 
teeth. We had really hoped ihe time had arrived, when that relic of 
barbarous torture would have been excluded entirely from the dentisi*s as- 
sortment of intruments. We always have associated with that instrument, 
the formidable operation of lancing !^!/m<;, wnvf/is slvfftd full of diity silk 
hand^icrrhipfs, a broke/i'off tmrh, and /trr/,ops a spLint^rtd jaw. The work 
is well written and most beautifully printeil, couiainin^; sonie very ucctiraic 
drawings in lithograph of the instruments recomtnended by the author. 
Lindsay &: Blakiston, Philadelphia, publishers. Ticknor & Co., Boston. 



Ether and Chloroform in Sur'^rry, Denfisfrn. t\ r — We have received 
from tlie publishers, Lindsay 6i Biakisiion, l iiilutieipina, a little volume of 
189 pages, written by J, F. B. Flagg, M.-D., Surgeon Dentist, of that city, 
upon Ether and Chloroform : their employment in Surgery, Dentistry, 
BAidwifery, Therapeutics, kc" This book contains much that is new, and 
those who may wish to consult any work on the nnfiestheiie?, will fit)d it 
practical in every particular. The facetious style in which part of it is 
wrillen, will provoke a srnile in those who are ever ^o morose, ll will be 
% pleasure again to reler lo this boot;, and lay bclure our readers some of 
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the incidents narrated in it, of the application of ether f^oon after it« peculiar 
properties were discovered. Ticknor & Co. are the Bostoo publishers. 



Pure Nitrate of Silver. — The competition which exists amonqf some of 
the manufacturing- chemists to gel ilieir products into the market at very 
low rates, induces ihem to adulterate ihern with substances, which, though 
harmless in their properties, nevertheless render medicines uuceriain lu 
action. Much of me nitrate of silver which has heretofore been aold in 
our city, has contained more or le^is nitrate of potasss, sufficient in quantity 
often to be discovered by the usual tests. It is very important to have 
all the chemicals which are u.-^od in medicine, free from adulteration, for 
the life and well being- of our patients may depend upon their purity. 
Within the last week we have seen some beautiful-looking pure nitrate ol 
silver in crystals, which was manufactured by Philbrick &c Trafion, Chg- 
mists, 180 Washington street. The well-known reputation of this firm foi 
integrity! and skill in pharmaceutical preprations, is a sufficient guarantee 
that their medicines and chemicals may be fully relied upon. 



Death of Dr. John Spence, Jr, — The following notice of the death of i 
highly-esteemed physician of this city, is from the Boston Transcript of 
Saturday last. We should be pleased to publish a further account of his 

life and character, from the pen of some one of his many friends. 

«i We r^i^ret to learp that this well-known genileinan doceased ilit< 
moniing^, about 7 o'clock, at his residence, No. 2 Baldvviu place. In ih^ 
prime of life, and despite all the fortifications of medical science, he bail 
been for some time languishing under the wasting power of that scourge of 
our New England climate— consumption. He was a representative elect 
from this city to the L^^gislature, but such had been the state of his health 
that he had not taken his seat during the session." 



Ranking*t Abttract of the Medical Seteneer.— No. 12 of this niluaUe 
epitome of the Medical Sciences, has been received. As usual, we find 
much in it that is interesting, although its editor apologizes for the meagre- 
npss of the number, on account of " a period of severe domestic trial." It 
may be had in this city of Redding ic Co., and Ticknor U Co. 



Medical Practitioners in Erie Coitndj, Pr /i«.— At a meeting of the Erie 
Co. (Pa.) MeJical Society. January 7ih, the proceedings of which are re- 
ported in Philadelphia *'lVIedical News," the committee appointed at tlie 
July meeting, to procure a list of all ilie nn-dical practitioners in Erie Co., 
reported that there are at present seventy-nine persons, in the bounds of the 
county, engaged in the practice of medicine. " Of that number, twenty are 
members of this Society. Six are graduates of respectable schools, who are 
not members. Ten who are neither graduates nor licentiates are considered 
respectable practitioners, as they practise the profession to the best of their 
ability, in accordance with the principles of the orthodox system, without 
resorting to any of the devices of quackery to obtain business. Thirteen 
who profess to belong to the regular system are, lx>th by their education and 
practice, the veriest quacks in the country. Four who practise HomoBOpa* 
thy, Allopathy, or anything else by which they can obtain a share of the 
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•loaves aatl tisliois.' Two Simon pitre ' floiiKBopuihists. Four TTros- 
copisis. Three females, who are wiilioui any educaliou, but who pretend 
to practise the various departments of the professioa. Five ^eehctic or 
reformed practitionen* Ten » BotaniCt Thamsonmnt or Herb Doctom.* 
8\ich your committee believe to be a true and correct staiemeni of the con- 
dilion (if the profpN^ion in our county, and we would merely remark, in 
conclusion, that it is such as to rail for the tiritpf! f fforts of all triip lovers 
of science to elevate the character and standard oi our commou and beloved 
profession." 

The TreatTMui of Gout and Bheumatitm,^}A, Levret, of Lyon, lately 

addressed to the Academy of Medicme* of Paris, some conclusions at which 
he ha^i arrived nn the nature and treatment of gout and rheumatism, both 
of which he considered as beiniT specific diseases, consi'stinp' of an inflam- 
matory and a priisonous element; that their caujies act directly on the 
stomach and indirecily on the skin and nervous centres, while the dis- 
torixince of these organs reacts sympathetically on the assimilative fane* 
tions ; that its treatment consists in the use of medicines which exert a 
special action on the elements of \\\v disease ; and. that the preparations of 
coJchicnm are those specific remedies. — London Medical Gazette* 



Medical Miscellany. — Prorpj^sor Agassiz,the distinguished naturalist, has 
sailed from New Orleans in the government schooner William A. Cntbarn, 
and will make an e\j)lorafion of the coral reefs on the coast of FlonJa, — 
George Robinetl, "known in New York" as "The Fat Man," aged 23 
years, died in New York, Friday night. £. J. Latham, a doctor^ has been 
arrested on the charge of the coroner's jury, who state that Robinelt " came 
to his death by mal-practice on the part of £. J. Latham." — The Hospital 
at Staien Llarid, N. Y., has r5/)6 inmates — mostly ^'ick of typhus and ship 
levers ; four cases of smallpox. — Smallpox i.s attain (jiiite prevalent in 
this. ci'y. — Dr. J. P. White, Profes-or of Obstetrics, &:c., in the Bnlfalo 
Medical College, has receniiy .mailed for Europe, expecting to remain abroad 
a year, chiefly for purposes connected with his professorship. — The annual 
commencement in the Btiflalo Medical College will be on the last day of 
the term, Wednesday, the 2GLh inst. The address to the graduates on 
commenrcmcnl day will be delivered by Prof. Coventry. — The valuable 
Introductory Lecture of Prof. Ware, of the Massachusetts Medical Colleire, 
published in this Journal, has been issued in a pamphlet form. — Dr. Samuel 
Jackson was chosen President of the Philadelphia County Medical Society 
at its recent election. 



M4Rf<tBP, — At Bedford, N. H., Wlliam B. Si. vtns, M D., of the As.v'iim fnr ifie Insane, at 
Concord, to Misa Eliza Aim Morrisoo, of H.— in Holderncss, N. H., Hon. iU>tj€/ 1 iiurn», M.D., of 
Pljnomb, to Mift Alnin Cox, of H. 



PiSOt-- At Utica, N. Y., Dr. Alpbeiw S. Greese, aged 64 jrears, a native of Rbode Uaiid. 

1 ,. 

Ueaitu in Boston — for the week ending Saturday noon, Feb 8lh, 73. — Malen, 37 — females, 36. 
Aecidental, 2 — a(>oplo.x v, 2 — ano'inia, 2 — inflammation of the bowels, 1 — tiist-ase of the brain, 3— 
coMgestiuii of I be bruiii, 1— cuasunijilion, 'J — touvuUiuas, 2— cancer, J — croup, 2— dropsy, I— . 
dropsy of the brain, ♦—typhus fever, 1— typhoid fever, I — scarlet fever, I— lung fever, 6— fracture, 
l—inaofiBf[ coogb, 3— diaeaiw of the heart, 2<— iafontiie, 4— influenza, 1— >inflaminBtion of ibe lunn, 
f^-inflaannalkM oiT ibe Itver, l^-mannoMtt, 8 - m e m let, 6»^d age, ^puerperal, l<-^rofula, 
smiillpox, 4 — teething, 3. 

Under dyean, 32~-between 5 and 20 years. 1 1— l»etweeu 20 and W years, 17— ^iween 40 and 
60 jema, ^-ov«r 60 jreaci, 7. Aaieficaas, 48 } foreigner* aad eUldien of fegrifpert, 91. 
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Case of Commumcati'jn l^lween the Stomach and Ezfernal Surface of 
tkt Ahdomtn, — ^In the last number of the Edinbiiri;,'h Monthly Journal of 
Medical Science, is a paper hy Dr. William Robertson, one of the editors, 

upon the cnse of a woman wlio has a conimiinication between the stomarli 
and external stirfuce of the abdomen. The prpal «inr>ilarity between ihif 
pntient and Dr. Beaumont's. Alexis St. Martin, who was the subjeri of 
many experimenis in this rotintrv. sotne years since, has inducpd ihe 
Medico-Chirurgicnl Society of Edinburgh to make similar obsiervaiions 
and experiments upon her. so far as may seem com|Nitible with her wellare> 
The committee to whom is entrusted the examination, consist^ of Drs. 
Chri.-tison. Bennett, Maclagan, and Robertson* with Messrs. Syme h 
Goodsir. We have no doubt that this committee, which roiisi*ts of gen- 
tlemen eminent in medical lilcratnrf and science, will make many inte^ 
estinsf ob?ervaiinn« in ihe physioio^^y of diq-ef'tion, which the modern 
researches on iliai i>ubject would seem to render very desirable. This 
opening into the stomach is attributed by Dr. Robertson to a chronic nicer 
in its cavity, which occasioned, "whetKer by perforation or otherwise, es* 
tension of inflammation lo a limited portion of its external surface, and 
consequent adhesion to the abdominol parietes — ihat thereafter an abscefs 
formed extern al to the stornarh, and dischar'Tf'd its contents into the viscus, 
— that the contents of the slomarh, aciin;; upon the walls of the abscess, 
ultimately caused the ulceration oi the integuments.^ 



Swallnwing a Handkerchief — In Uie Provincial Surgical and Mediftl 
Journal, is the report of a case of a boy, who actually stoailotoed a stlk 
AcfitttercAt^ nearly a fool squaie. On the third day tl was dejecled from 
the bowels, perfect in every reapect, except a slight discoloralion. PtobaUj 

this is the fir9t instance in which a human subject has been thoroughlf 

wiped out with a silk handkerchief. It is said that the boy was subject 
to epileptic His, and im^ rcile in his intellect ; and although not cured, was 
not rendered any worse by this extraordinary operation. 



The Prosj}€Ctt of Pharmary^ Return of Mr. Jacob BeJl for St. Alhan's. 
—•It is with satisfaction we annuunce that Mr. Jacob Bell, well known as 
the Editor of the Pharmaceutical Joonialt has been returned Member of 
Parliament for Saint Albao*8, by a majority of 129. We think that the 
introduction of this gentleman into the House of Commons will be beneficial 
to the iiiterepts, not only of thofe whn?e rij^hts he has specially and ably 
advocated — narnf^ly, I^harniaceutical practitioners, but of the medical pro- 
fession in general. Wo nmv anticipate from the exertions of the honorable 
nieinber some good refulii; in relerence lo a Medical Reform Measure, and 
the proposed separation of dnig^dealtng from medical practice : also i 
Restriction of Sale Poisone Bill, and other subjects of which the very larM 

E'oportion of lawyers, merchants, and maj^istrntes, who now occupy the 
anches of the House, have no practical knowledge. — Lon. Med, Gaz, 



Medical Shfflevfs in Paris and London. — VUnion Midicale reports that 
there has been a fjrcai increase this year in the number of students attend- 
ing the medical schools of Paris. I > 1 S4 ) there were 830 inscriptions only • 
in ISdO the number has risen to 122 The registration? in liondon for 
the present session are said to amount to 1035— a number which is Isrget 
than the average.-— /6. 
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DE. CHANDLER'S ADD&eSS BEFORE THE VERMOliT MED. SOCIETV. 

{GoMl«d«d tnm pafa M.] 

BcT the question returns with renewed urgency, by what methods can 
these desirable ends be effected ? The world abounds with projects lor 
leformation ; in tnorals, in religion, in civil government, in all the depart- 
ments of practical life, in all the opinions and usages that appertain to 
men in their social state ; and in the noise and strife which ensue, it is 
often a problem, whether the evil to be reformed, or the mischief of the 
remedy, is most to be deprecated. Somebody has pithily said, **savc* 
me from my friend'^, rtuI 1 will take care of my enemies." St), too, 
the amount oi' injury inflicted on a <i;ood cause, by the folly of those 
who would promote it, often exceeds the benefit gain«'d. From the fact 
that refomiei^ themselves are too often typical ol Saian rihukiitg sin, 
reform has become almost a convertible term radicalism, anarchy, 
and licentiousness. Moral refomi societies may have been instituted by 
the best of people, and with the purest motives. Their utility is at 
least apocbryphal. We have reioraried systems of medicine, which I 
fear have yet failed to benefit the world, and which may never supersede 
the woiks of Hippocrates or Sydenham. Societies ibr medical^ reform, 
m the current sense of the term, would scarcely fail of encountering ho9> 
tilhy and contempt. 

•A protective system, by legal enactment, has once been in force, in 
this, as in other States, for the regulation of medicine ; but its premature 
abandonment has made the experiment, with us, unsatisfactory and in- 
conclusivp. Ahhou((h medical men an* tint iinifonnly in its favor, and 
jx)pular ()|Hui()ii condemns it; when the popular mind is le«i;itimately and 
w ell informed, whatever may he the opinions or wishes of the profession, 
I doubt not the Lc;^islature will eiiiict protective laws; protective not 
merely in their influence on the profession, but on the safety of the peo- 
ple. In popular goverauients there is a wakeful jealousy, which never 
tires, in opposition to every measure which savors of exclusiveness or 
monopoly. This is well. But where the pt u[jle understand that their 
own interest in such enactments far transcends all that can accrue to 
the profession, surely their aver^n to protective measures should cease. 
Indeed, it is much to be doubted whether thb protection would have 
been withdrawn, had the profession, m the aggregate, done all that was 
reasonable to deserve it. 

3 
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In a government like ours, highly stringent laws for the regulation of 
medicine would not only be opposed to the spirit of our institutions, but, 
in their re-action on the popular mind, would defeat their own end. In 
more arbitrary forms of govemroent, they might be tolerated* In a 
neighboring province the infliienm of siu h laws is apparently salutaiy. 
Phydciaos are there obviously increasing in intelligence ; fooleries and 
enormities in practice are seldom perpetrated ; the beneflts of legitimate 
medicine are better appreciated by the people, and professional men are 
hotter row-ardod. But even there, there is dan^^er of mischievous re-ac- 
tion. The siiboniinaliou of the peo[)le of Canada is hardly commen- 
surate with lilt' hii^li lone of tlu'ir laws for the remdation of medicine. 

What riii'j:lit h<* the influence ol judicious legal en-u-trneiits for the im- 
provement of mi-dit al practice in Vermont, is a que^iion., rather of jiro- 
spective than present interest. Tiie law-making functions of the Slate 
are hopelessly pre-occupied, and overworked with hanks and rail-roads 
and kindred schemes. Should the time arrive, when efTicient laws (or 
the encouragement of medicine are attainable, it will be through prelimi- 
nary culture of the popular mind, by the agency of medical men : — and 
this result, not unlikely, might itself supersede their necessity. 

But medical men are themselves the appropriate subjects of cultuiei 
4 in its broadest sense; culture that shall not only expand the intellecti 
but enlarge the heart, and elevate the man. And will it be derogatoiy 
to the honor of this Society if it dbtinctly recognize such a purpose as 
the great end of its organization; a purpose to he accomplished, how- 
ever, hy ad\ isory rather than penal measures; to be comprised ia exam- 
ple rather tlian dirtntion. 

It is a inntter lor general congratulation that a national organization 
has ht'<Mi ronNiiiiiuiatcd ; or, rather, is heguii, wliich promises much; 
but it;> ijilltu nce on die whole conmuinity must, of necessity, he tardy, 
and can hardly be expecttd, at preseiU, to meet the wants of an isolated 
State. May not this enterprise itself depend for ultimate success, oa 
the result of oiganizatioos like our own ? I should deem it, thereibfe, 
a most dishonorable desertbn of our trust, to abandon the enterprise so 
aolemnly committed to our hands by our piedecessors, the pioneers of die 
profession, the rery fathers of medicine in Vermont. 

There is one topic, inseparably connected with our subject, which I 
approach with hesitation ; lor il involves much that mi^dit prove offen- 
ttve to many with whom we are professionally connected, and to whom 
we are indebted for great improvement in the present condition and 
chavji'-fer of the profr^sion in Vermont ; and yet I should prove re- 
creant to its honor, if 1 n lrained from urging on your attention, con- 
siderations of vital conscfjUf-ntM' to the ulliiuate attainment and main- 
tenance' of its just relative |K)S)iion. Is medicin*', in tnuh, one of die 
liberal proGs^ions ? May it justly claim co-ordinate rank wiUi those 
which have little relation to iiandicraft or art ; but which mainly involve 
moral and intelkn'tual culture, and which look through and beyond all 
mere physical problems? That it mvdves questkms oif natural science; 
that it demands the expertness of handicraft and the skill of art, is (oo 
obvKNis to need comment. But can natural science be comprehended, 
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or ibf orrasions for professional handicraft and art be trulv investigated 
and iindei^iood ; or can the science of medicine ultimaLely accomplish 
that which is yet expected and demanded, except through the labors of 
men of the soundest intellect and highest culture ? I grant there are 
men of some learning, yet the mere depositories of other men's dioughts^ 
who have ffislmguisbed diemselves by briltiant, though viskmary h^pothei 
«8. But the men who have discovered, and given Co the pvofeaamy the 
caidioal troths which constitute the foundation of medicine, were* nol 
merely distinguished by originality and strength of mental constitutioni 
hut were trained students in general science and Hberal learning. UaiS 
vey, the illustrious discoverer of the circulation of the blood, gave as 
much to the piofessioi), as Colunibus gave to the world by his d&overyl 
of another continent. And this dif?rovery was the resnlt of sound in- 
diirtive reasoninf^ ; an art unattainable, except bv thoninLrh <f'lio]:i^tia 
traimng. Charles Bell has not merely itnniorlalized his nariic, but has 
given us a fact in relation to the stnicture of the nervous system, whicb 
in its importance to pathology, and to tlie successful treatment of a 
large class of diseasas, may yet rival the discovery of liarvey. Cliarkia 
Bell was fitted for, and directed to this di$covt!ry, by great preliminary 
attainments in science, and thorough training in ail sound learning. 

You will perceive at once the hearing m such considerations, on the 
question of preliminary requisites in the pupils of medicine, on their re* 
ception as medical students. The gist of tne whole matter is comprised 
in a single sentence, contained in the views recently presented to the 
pfofession by tlu Medical Faculty of Harvard University. Say theaa 
gentlemen, " The usefulness of a medical school depends, not so much 
on the length of its session, as upon the amount of education, preliminary 
and ultimate, which it requires ; the fidelity with which it exacts its own 
professed requisitions, and the train of healtiiy exertion, nrtive inquiry, and 
rigid, methodical, self-rcjulating study, to whicii ii intinduces its pu- 
pils." 1 am not awan ihat the medical schools ot V ermont will suffer 
by comparison wiili oiiiers ; yet truth demands the admission that no in- 
coni«ider.ible portion of the graduates, annually furnished to the profession 
by our medical colleges, are very indifferent specimens of the culture we 
have been advocating. If the ranks of our profession were thin, this 
evil nnght be home, like indififer^it bread in the absence of other nutria 
ment. But while they are full, to redundancy, I see nothing hat evi# 
to the community, and dishonor to the profession, in such policy. The 
proiessioD of medicine, however, is not too full for the admission of cul- 
livBted men ; and it is the province of this Society to welcome such to 
its ranks, and to co-operate with kindred associations in elevating the 
alandard of medical education. We owe to the medical schools the ad- 
mission, that while they are not irresponsible for the character of theii* 
own accredited i^raduates, there is n primary duty bebnf^ing to the pro* 
fession itself, the performance of whirfi is indispensable to facilitate^ 
perhaps to render practicable, a sound policy on the part of the schools. 
A professor in on«* of our own colleges, in reply to animadversions of 
this character, re I narked, " that until the j>n)it;ssion itself would dnt oim- 
tenance the receptiuu ui unlettered caudidalus to the priviicgu oi privato 
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iDfldical iistcuctkii, it would be impoflsible Ibr the Bchoob to pieTenl the 
admiasiaii of many such to their own privileges/* Though I doubt its 
power to eioiieiate the 8chools> the pmf^^ion itself deserves the rebuke. 

There is some truUii and much coosolatioa, in the docirine, that titles 
of honor are of little worth. The time was, when the doctorate, in all 
(he liberal professions, was held in reserve, as the meed of high attain- 
ments and efficient service. Now, the novice in medicine seizes at once 
on the badge, and sports it as jauntily as he wears his cane. In the 
other professions, thou<i;h there has been an obvious dt parturp from the 
continence of enrlicr times, yet doctors of divinily and docioi^s of laws 
are not often blots on their professions. The veteran cler^^yinan, t-ralned 
in classic and sacred lore, and worn with service, yet w aits with pa- 
tience, or acquiesces with cheeifuhiess, in the delay of Ins ducluiate; 
which may never come. And yet the tyro b his flock, who never ex- 
pended, in his life, the tithe of vigorous thought which his pastor employs 
oo bis weekly sermons^this unfledged tyro is a doctor of medicine! 
^ Aie these thbgs just to others—or creditable to ouiselves ? But I am 
«xceedbg the limits I had pfescribed, and 1 gladly advert to another 
and more mviting theme. 

The proposal to distinguish our annual meetings with a public dinner 
should be regarded as ominous of good ; thus favoring the development 
of the social and moral elements infrispensabl(> to the formation of ele- 
vated professional character. And where shouhl !!ie medieal prarti- 
tioner, wlio h weary with toil, or disheartened with adversity, find uj iho- 
priate relri>lini« lit and encoura<^emcnt, if not in fellowship and festive 
participation wiih iniads of kindred j)ursuiis, and kiiuli«'d experience in 
the cares and duties, and, it may be, in the diseomfltures, of life ? 
The veteran in iiiedicine, who has slowly and honorably won his way to 
character and confidence, should be here, to encourage the timid and 
wavering novice, who already begins to distrust his own abDi^ to find 
Us way either to eonfidenoe or usefulness. The honest and intelligent, 
though unsuccessful candidate lor patronage, should be hete, to gain 
comfort in the array of good men and true " be will meet, in like 
circumstaiiDes with himself. In his encounter with men of his own pro- 
fession, he may acquire the tact, which is all he needs, to gain what hs 
already deserves. Let the victim of indolence, prematurely incrusted 
with the rust of his own unused and fori^otten acquirements, be here, 
and !)}' wholesome attrition with others, fit himself to repair the wa'^te 
of earlier years. Let the medieal misanthrope be here ; the man who 
has been made such in unsuccesslul contest with jwpular ignorance and 
delusion ; who, tliough intelligent, and fair, and competent himself, has 
hcvn forced to succumb to palpable ignorance, or skilful Iraud. Let 
him be comforted. We can solace liis misanihrupy wiih like experiences, 
and answer him with " sigh for sigh, or groan for groan." The mere 
trafficker in medicme, no matter how int^ligent, wImi knows no higbv 
purpose of skill than the accumulation of fees ; no higher end ofprofes- 
sknial leputatkm than the attainment of wealth, should be here. Tliougb 
an error loeif let him come. His presence may increase our reverence 
S» all that is just, and tnie, and lovely, and of good report, in prafes- 
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sional characiei ; though he himself may^ shrink from contact with libe- 
ral minds, and find himself marked, as unwortliy ihe liberal proiession 
he invades. 



THB LATE DR. ALLEN, Of VERMONT. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medkal and Surgical Journal. ' 

Sir. — In an article publishrrl in ynur Joumal, Vol. "XTJIT., pp. 
90, I am pained to observ'e an unnecessary charge against one wiiose re- 
putation is near and dear to me — tlie more so tliat he h hmivrlf among 
tliose of whom it has been well said — De mortuU nily nisi hoainn. 

The assertion of a grave error in diagnosis, with the broad intimation 
tbat this was due to a " superficial examination," is a serious charge to 
bring against the living — much more so against the dead. Among thoee^ 
who were best acquainted with 0r. A., a charge of this kbd, supuortfedf 
by the questkmable observations of non-piofessioaal friends, will be 
oeived with ill grace coming fmm one evidently anxious only to shoir 
bow much nK>re skilful, in diagnosis, the pracUtioner of three or four 
years is, than he of thirty or forty years' standing. This can be fcirly 
deemed the scope of the article in question ; for the author actual! J$ 
ibrgets to inform us whether the patient lived or died, subsequent lor 
the operation. 

May I suggest that when Dr. C. reports anollier instance of h]^ re- 
markable skill in diagnosis, he display towards the dead, who c;uHiot re- 
ply, a similar sense of propriety that lie does to the "neighboring practi- 
tioaer/' and to the " distinguished surgeon ot a neighboring county," who! 
it appears are also chargeable with hs8 acumen than himself. J. • 

Aim Arbor, Mich,, Jan, 31, 1851. ] 

rURTHERlNO OF CICATRIZATION BY A DECOCTION OF OAK BARK; 

BT M. GRU8ELL. 

In a memoir addressed to the French Academy of Sciences, on th^ 
application of galvanism and heat in the treatment of cancer and ob- 
stinate ulcers, and whieh was referred to a commission composed of Mes- 
sieurs iSIagendie, Andral and Pelouze, the author, M. Grusell, has an 
item which we translat«> for our readers. Knowing the great impoftanco 
of obtaining the j)mmpi cicatrization of wounds after the excision of 
cancerous tumors, and having tried numerous therapeutical agents for the 
purpose, he has observed that the liciuids used as vehicles of medica-;. 
ments, or the aids ordinarily employed, produce bad effects. He haft 
lately tried the docoction of oak liark, applied bv means of charpie. 
Vrhicb has been suspended m it for some days. He allows the charpil 
thus moistened in me decoction, to dry completely, and then uses it i| 
a dressing in its dry condhton. He says that he has, by this means^ 
presefVed the simple conditbn of the wound until it has cicatrized, even 
when thetfe was a dis{)osition, without tl)i8 precaution, to an unfavorable 
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* REPORT OF CASES UNDER ELECTRICAL TREATMENT. 



COMPLAtllTa TRSATJKO* 



Asttima 
Ague 
Broncliitifl 
Bloating . . 
Cramp • . 
Cancer . • 
Cough . • 
CoDstiMtion . 
Catarrti 
Colic, chroaie 
Cold ExUMDiliM 



DrawiiMM 

Dropsy, Yimhi . • • • • 

Dyspepsia, chrooio 

Debility, gea«ral 

Diabetes . • 

Duicmiination of Blood to ihe Head 
IXeforniity of the Ghtll • • • • 

Eyo. diteaaes of 

Sr,adiM 



Glandular Enlargaoml, breutt, neck, See, 
Hcadaclie, sick, nervous aod rbeumalic 
Heart, palpitation 
Humors, rust Ull 
Hdinufibtgo • 



Female Sexual 
Prolapsus Uteri 

Joints, diMBaet of 

Liver, inaction, cnl.irgemcnt, nnd intlunilion 
Muscles, Cords and Ligameuls, diseases of . 

Neuralgia 

Nervous prostnlioa aod menUl dtftmnoa 
Paralysis, nervea aenMitioa .... 

Paralysis, nerves motion . • • • 
Spasmodic muscular cootractioot ... 
Pabjr, ihakiiif ... 
Perspiration, excessive and suppressed 
Rheumatism ....... 

TiiiiKir (in the cyc-lids . . . . • 

Respiraiioa, labored 

8t. Vifin^i Dance 

Stammcrin£r • • 

Terrific dreams aod nightmare .... 

Voice, loss of 

0pinal Diseases, Curves, Irregularities Sc. Irritation 
Stomach, sinking weakness .... 

Toothache 

Taste and Smell, loss of 



Vertigo . . , , , 
Sleeplc-.'.ness ... 
Sluggish circulatiooaf Ihe blood 
Withered Limbs 
f coping Sinews on the wrist . 

iVomu ..... 
0earlec Pew (ny owo cbSdrai) 

Chilblains 

Sciatica .... 
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To the Editor of the Boiton Modioal and Surgical Journal. 

Sir, — ^The ibregomg teport — comprising 62 dasses and 3071 cases, from, 
Aug., 1844, to Aug., 1850— gives a faithful view of my practice for six 
years, as taken from my records, and I present it with the hope that it 
may be useful as a guide to those medical men, who may not have had 

as nnich experience in the use of this agent. It will serve to answer 
th'^ various letters, addrossed to me upon the suhjcct of its applicability 
in many of the rases proposed to me. I should he most willing to give 
the modiu operandi^ &tc., in the foregoing classes of rases, in a series 
of notes, in your Journal, if desireff, as I have no secrets to keep troni 
the profession, and shall always he lia})py to ^ive personally to any one 
of the regular profession, all thu information w hich may be requested, so 
Ikr as my experience may enable me to do so. 

Very truly your ob't serv't, 
19 Temple Place, Boston, Jan. 22, 1851. John B* Cross. 



BAIPHYSBMA. 

ICommnileMed fhr tfie Botton Medical and Surgical Journal.] 

Two communications, that have rer'-tirly appeared in the Boston Medi- 
cal and Surirical Journal, have led u\r to suppose that a rase which oc- 
curred hi my pi-act-ire in the summer of the year 1816, may not be 
without interest to the [)rofession. «^sj^eeially as a course of treatment that 
was adopted, for a time, promised complete .success. 

An aged Irishman, who was employed on the line of the railroad then 
under the process of construction, while in a stooping posture received a 
blow from a fragment of rock from a blast, uimmi the lower part of the 
left scapula, causing a comminuted fracture of that bone, and of the ribs 
beneath. When I first saw him, an hour after the accident, he was fttint 
and weak, with shortness of breath j yet neither he nor tlic by-Standers 
would admit that he had received any material injury. After manipulat- 
ing the part injured, I applied my ear and could distinctly hear the air 
pass into the cellular tissue, with a sound like the bursting of little bub- 
bles. By pressing finnly over the reolon oftfn^ rmitusion with my hand,, 
I could prevent the air from escaping through the opening, and give re- 
lief to the breathing. I made a compn^s of the vest of the patient, and 
binding it tight with a leathern belt. I took the man into my carriage, and 
carried him two miles to his home. During the ride he complained but 
Kttle, and after placing him in bed, he said he should not remain there 
long. Bleedings cold applications to the seat of the injury, and the 
usual antipiiJogistic measures, were resorted to, and ibr two days the man 
appeared to be dcnng well. On the third day he was told tlmt the com- 
presnon would retard the union of the scapula and ribs, and was induced 
to remove it, when almost immediately he experienced great difficulty 
in breathing, and his body began to bloat. After this, I found it impos- 
sible to prevent the escape of the air, and shortly the entire cellular tis- 
sue was distended with it. My friend, Dr. Drew, saw him frequently 
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with fill', for the few days that lie survived ; and al{honi;h wo resorted to 
free and reprafod punctures liiroufrh the j*kia in various parts of the 
IkxK , yet in a i'hori lime lie would appear as thougli tlie skin must burst 
fruiH tner-distentiwi, and he died witli all the symptoms of sutFocation. 

J thought thea^ and still thiiiky that had the compress been allowed to 
ivmain, he might possibly have aurrived his mjuries. 

Waterhury, Vu, Ftb. 12, 185L C. H. Clbatb)Uahd, M.D. 



OBCrrRUCTfiD MENSTRUATION. 

To the Editor of t/u Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Sir, — In answer to tlie inquiry of Dr. John H. Weir, relative to a case 
of obstructed menstruation, rp|X)rted on paf^e 49*2, Vol. XTdll., of your 
Journal, I would oiler the luUowiog, which yoa may insert or lay aside at 
your pleasure. 

The aoe, at which the ratamenia appear and sul)side, varies so much 
wiiii (iiircrent individuals, liial one might be in doubt, whether m tiiis case 
the secretion had ceased by the limitation of nature, or been obstructed by 
diseased action, as Mrs. J.'s age is not given. But I will assume the latter 
to be the case, as it would be treating Dr. Weir un&triy to do oihet' 
vise* That diseased action, or some change in the system, which in 
many cases it would be veiy difficult to dc&ie, produces great change 
ID the secretions of the female organs of generation, every careful and 
experienced physician is aware ; and yet the plan of treating such cases 
would vary somewhat, with di^rent practitioneis. I propose to give a 
fliiort histoiy of a case which occurred in my practice. Mrs. A. was, 
prior to and after marriage, in perfect h<'alth ; hut In due time she was de- 
livered, at difterent times, of three stillborn children. Her confinements 
were verv painful and jjrotracted ; and after the last confinement she had 
an attack of puerperal f^ vrr, attended with great tumefaction of the 
abdomen, and inilammation ol the pelvic viscera ; which continued 
some fourtpen days. She finally recovered, contrary to my expecta- 
tion ; though her health has nut been as good as it vviis prior to her bear- 
ing childreo. ^ About 12 months after her last coofinement, at 36 yeais 
of age, the catamenia ceased ; and she was rehictantly made to admit 
lliat she was enceinte ; bat time passed on, and she experienced none 
qf the other symptoms of pregnancy. Six months had elapsed, when 1 
was consulted, and after careful inquiry, and repeated observation, I 
prescribed tincL of iodine, chalybeales, aloes, tinot. cantharides, &c. &c«, 
without any letum of the becretion ; with the general healtli sometimes 
Ruling, and at other times recruiting a litde, but all the time her health 
^'as such as to allow of her attending to her household affairs. After 
continuing treatment a few months, I advised to sus[)end further medi- 
cation, and wait the action and efforts of nature. After wait in ^ two 
years, I doubted vshelher there ever would be a return of the secre- 
tion ; but within a few months past it has returned as foinierly, alter 
ait absence of three years. That the menses may commence at a very 
early age, is cerlaiu. 1 liud a patient m whoiu that secretion cotmueaced 
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at the age of eight years and seven months, and continued thereafter ; 
aiui it might as reasonably he supjwsed that in some rare instance it 
would cease by the natural decay of the energies of the system at J6 
yeai-s. as to come at tlie t sii ly nt^e just cited. 

Bui 1 have divt rged iroiii my subject, which was to give an answer 
to the inquiries propounded by the writer of Mrs. J.'s case. 

^ueiy Ist. Did the mflanuDatioo of the wound catue dough'ing of 
the inaer surface and subse<|aent adhestoo ? 

Annoer, — ^From the history of the case, as given by the writer, I am 
of opinion that it did not 

Quety 2d* Does the catamenial secretion go on, and is it absorbed 
by the womb ? 

Amwer. — I think not. 

Q^cry 3d. Should an attempt be made to open the ostium ? 

The answer to tiiis in(|uiry will be my answer to the subsecjuent inqui- 
ries. 1 should make no attempt to force an openini; into tlie utcru.'?, 
anH "should trust tlie e^e^e to the efforts of nature. At the same time i 
would keep an eye upon my patient, to ^aiard h*"r froo) fi^*^ttinir too low, 
before treatment, if she gets into a decline; aiul li' blw. is livini^ uith a 
iiu^band, 1 should regard it as more favorable than otherwise, for 1 think 
the use of the organs, gooti and cheerful company, parties of [)lcasure, 
rides by carnage, steamboat or railway, horseback exercise, with agreea*- 
ble dancing parties, &c., might do much towards restoring the secretion, 
by giving a new impulse to the mhid, as well as to the body ; for what^ 
ever impresses the mind favorably, has a correspoodmg favorable effect 
on the general health in every chronic case. 
mUon, Vu,Feb. lltk, 1851. B. Faibcbild, M.D. 



REPORT OF A CASE OF DOUBTFUL 8EX. 

BY WM. D. UASKINS, M.D.| RICUMOMD CITY. 

lit September, 1850, T examined, by request, a slave belonging to a 
gentleman in Mecklenburg county, Virginia, who had been reported 
as " A Curious Case of Hermaphrodism," by Dr. S. H. Harris, in a 
communication made to the 27th number of the American Joumal of 
Medical Sciences. 

In tile lower orders of organized bodies hcrmaphrodmn is conmion ; 
indeed, in vegetables it is so prevalent as to have h^d some to snmiosc 
it to be an attriitnte of the order ; and the more nearly llie other class 
of beings a^jproach the vegetable, the more common is this combination 
of sex. But it is now admitted by nearly all those who have investi- 
gated the subject, that no such phenomenon ever existed in the human 
species as a perfect bermaphnMite, although there are numerous in* 
stances of pietematural sttucture which give the appearance of a dou- ' 
ble sex. This slave 1 found to be an mstance of this kind ; and, * 
as the report of Dr. Harris was calculated to produce a different im- ' 
pression, 1 have Ihongfat it of suflScient importance to justify a re-de- 
scription. 
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I must say, in iii«?tice to my friend Dr. HiUTis. that the examination 
which I was enabled to make was much more satisfactory tliiiu iht» 
one from whicli he made tlie rc|)ort. Ills having been made at a time 
when he did not expect it, he was unprepared with instruments to 
asnst him, and had also to contend with the leliiccaDce which is usuallpr 
manifested by such persons to have their real shuatioo known. In tlus 
instance, nothing hut the authori^ of a master whom he (adopting the 
masculine pronoun when referring to the ease) greatly feared could in- 
duce him to submit to an examination. 

Anticipating this difficulty, I approached him in a difeent manner 
from that resorted to by Dr. H. I met him alone, as it were acci- 
dentally, and toid him that his situation had been described to me, and 
I doul)ted not, from what 1 had heard of it, that he rould be relieved, 
and if he would confide in me 1 woidd promise to observe the «:trirtest 
secresy. By this means I surreeded in inspiring him with contidence, 
and arousing a hope that hi« dKlieuky couhl he removed, whereupon he 
becaiue commnnieativrj ami iviidily submitted to an examination. 

There is nothing very pt-culiur iit hia appt ajtmce that would airr^t 
attention, until you are told that there is some doubt as to his sex, 
when It at once occurs to you that his appeaiance is that of a woman 
dressed in man's apparel* Thb conviction is forced upon your miDd 
by observing his stature to be low, frame delicate, hips bvoad, lower 
extremities bent or inclined inwards at the knee-joints, roakmg him 
knock-kneed, gait shuffling, mstead of the 6im, strong, elastic step of 
manhood, face perfectly smootli, exhibiting no trace of beard, although 
he is now 21 years old. Opening his bosom, 1 found the mammse, 
although not exhibiting the plumpness of virginity, as well developed 
as you ordinarily see ihcm. Upon exposing the rj^iiitul organs, how- 
ever, there h presented a very eurious condition of things. The mons 
veneris is prominent and well developed, hein<j!; eovered with hair as in 
the female, and unniediately over the symphyMs pubis is situated an 
organ which resembles almost exactly a dwaifish j)enis. It is about an 
inch long, and half an inch in diauieu i, k iuiiiiated by a tubercle cor- 
responding in shape and appearance with tlie glans j^enit. There also 
appeals at 6rst sight to be the orifice of an urethral canal, properly lo- 
cated in the glans, but upon closer exaramation it proves to be the ter-> 
minus of a fissure situated on the inferior surface of the organ, formed 
by the approximation of the edges of what appears to be the nymphe, 
which had adhered to, and were stretched over it, so as partly to contri- 
bute to the formation of a preputial covering. 

The prepuce. I may say here, also, consisted of that portion of the 
labia majora which was separated by the root of the organ, as well as 
the lower portion of the mons veneris. Drawint^ hack this organ upon 
the mons veneris, I introduced a silver probe alon«i the fissure belbro 
alluded to, to the distance of about an inch below its root, where tlie 
fissure tenuiiiated by the apparent union oi its lips, ionninii a cicatrix, 
which resembled somewhat the raphe of a scrotum. This raphe ex- 
tended to vdial ahuuld have been the position of the posterior (ouiinis- 
Siu^ of the vulva in Uie female. Directing uiy atteuliou u^uiii lo the 
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pCMDt where the fissure ternimated» 1 endeavored to find, with a probe, 
Uie orifice of the urethra, which J supposed eiListc^d at or near this place ; 
b this I was not mistaken. I then took a female catheter, and intro- 
duced it into the hladder, and there escaped through it about a ieacupful 

of urine. Withdrawing the catheter and inserting it again, at a point a 
few lines bclou' the orifice of tho nn>tlira, I gave it a direction down- 
wards. i!isfi>a(l of til It of th(' urethral cuiml, and found no difficulty m in- 
serting It Its \\hol<' IriiL^th into a cavity where its point could be Jieely 
moved in any direciion. l akini; it out,, the lower portion was filled 
with a dark -colored fluid resenihlinir blood, and I doubt not was tlie men- 
strual fluid winch had there accnmulated. 

The lower portion of llie labia externa presented a rugose, fiaoby ap- 
pearance, and with the raphe or cicatrix diTiding them, resembled very 
much a scrotum deprived of testicles^ This condition of the labic was 
doubdess produced by the coUectkm behind them of the fluids escaping 
from the womb, causing them to act temporarily as the outer walls of a 
sac containing fluid, the pressure of which varied with tlie positions of 
the body. There was evidently a considerable quantity of tftis fluid in 
the vagina at this time, as was mdicated by the height to which the ca- 
theter was filled when withdrawn. I learned from the individual himself 
that its e5?rapc from the va'j^ina was irre<j^ulnr and dei)ended upon the 
attitude of the body, the only outlet being the small orifice Jnst beneath 
the urethral opening through which the insiriunent wa^ introduced. 
There were, however, rej^ilar periodiral returns of all those symptoms 
which accompany nu'nstruation, and so marked were they Jis to have at- 
tracted the attention of the elder female servants in the taiinly. I also 
learned firom him that his penis (iis he supposed it to be) was subject to 
ereetioDs, and that he had desires for the female sex, but had been de- 
terred from attempting connection by an apprehension that his deformity 
would be discovered* As regards the former of these statements, it is 
not at all incons'istent mth our knowledge of the structure of the clitoris ; 
for all anatomists have described it as consisting of « i < file tissues like 
those of the penis, and subject to sunilar orgasms. The latter, I think, 
has been satisfactorily accounted for by Dr* Harris, who supposed it to be 
the results of education : " He having been taught from childhood up 
to look upon himself as a male, now, in imitation of others, deports him- 
self as such to tlie other sex." 

Thus it appears that this "curious case of hennaphrodism " has been 
fJe|»rived of all its mystery, and proved to be nolhin*^' more than a case 
of occlusion of the vagina, accouipnnieil with hypt i tn of the clitoris. 

An oj)eration was proposed ; but when I intonned liiin that it would 
entirely change his assumed sex, and make him a woman, he opposed it 
with so much eamestness that it was not insisted upon. — 7%e Stethoscope. 



WATEU-MELON SEED AS A DIURETIC 

Is the November number of the Charleston Medical Journal, Dr. Hook, 
of Su Matthews, S. C, bears strong testimony to the value of the seed 
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of the water-melon as a diuretic, and gives a very Im* k siliig case illus- 
trative of its powers. The editors of the Charleston Journal join iheir 
tesiunoiiy vviih that of Dr. Hook, and we are ubh^ to corroborate their 
favorable opinion. Dr. Hook rccotnnicnds that two ounces of the seed 
be bruised, and a pint of boiling water poured over them. AAer cooling, 
ooe gill of this is taken at t dose, and in thb way is not only a demul- 
cent, but an excellent diuretic. 

But we can assure Dr. Hook that we have seen much finer diuretic 
eflects fiYNn the Ibnnala we subjoin, than from any other diuretic we have 
ever used. It has often succeeded when all others foiled. In 183^ we 
reported in the predecessor of this Journal, a very remarkable case of 
suffering in the kidneys and bladder, in which the calls to urinate were 
almost incessant for two days and nights, and only one or two drops of 
urine could he passed at a time. The pain complained of resembled 
tliat describef! nn nftendant upon stone in the bladder. Hip bathing, 
purgatives, enielK s, opiates, and the usual round of diuretics, failed to 
give any relief. The patient seemed to be sinking rapidly under the 
combined effects of pain, agitation, vigilance and exhaustion. The anti- 
lithic paste wa^ then resorted to for the 6rst time by the writer, and ui 
less than half an hour after it was given the patient was easy, and slept 
for several hours. The kidneys acted freely, and all sufTering ceased* 
Since that time abundant opportunities have presented themselves Ibr 
the use of this paste, and its efiects are uniformly all that the phyacian 
andpatient can desire. 

Toe formula for thb paste was taught by Prof. John £. Cooke, and 
he gave strong testimony to its value. The following is the recipe : — 
R. Castile soap, Siv.; spermaceti, Sviij. ; Yen. turpentine, 5V|.; ol. 
aniseed, 5 iij. ; turmeric, 5 ij. ; honey, q« s. Rub the soap and sper* 
maceti well together ; then add the turmeric ; after rubbing theni well, 
add turpentine and ol. aniseed ; and sweeten with honey. 

Of this paste, a piece tlie size of a nutmeg is given two or three times 
a-day. The diseases in which it is most useful are those in which the 
mucous membrane is involved. There is a species of hoarseness which 
follows inflammatory action, and which often approaches aphonia, in 
which this paste is a very valuable remedy. — Hestcrn Journal of Mtdi- 
cme and Surgery. 



OF ENCEPHALOID DISEASE OF THE KIDNEY. 

BT W. KICHOU, 1I.D., MKWAmK, K. J. 

O. D., aged 4i years, of a rather delicate constitution, large head, j>ale 
coniplexion, blue eyes, lymphatic temperament ; has had no illness wor- 
thy of notk^e, excepting hooping cough, about sixteen months since. 
During the last spring he was observed, at times, to show marks of 
slight indispositbn, and to droop in spirits and activity ; from whnh, how- 
ever, he would rally again — and this altematka of illness and apparent 
health continued during half the summer ; with, however, a manifet loss 
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of flesh and strength. In the latter part of July, the parents discovered 

a swelling of considerable size in the abdomen, and my attpniion was 
caJlefl tn the ra-e. The tumor was found to occupy a large space in 
th<« aiitioiiK 11, 1 \t( nding from a point a little below and \o the left of 
the epjgasiric region, where it was most prominent, to the riglit hypo- 
chondriac space, \s hich it entirely filled ; tlu uce descended to the i\crht 
iliac region, and again relumed to the left side of the epiirastriiini, with a 
well-defined edge, slightly concave near its upper part. Utile pain iii 
tbe tunior, even upon firm pressure — no discoloration of the eyes — ^sldn 
rale — no uedema of the feet— digestive functions but little iropairud. 
These symptams hardly warranted us in assigning the disease to the liver^ 
although its locality seemed to point to that organ. Prof. Paiker, of 
New Yoik, upon examining the case, pfonounced it encepbaloid cancer 
of the kidney, corresponding clasely to two cases reported by htm in the 
last number of the New York Journal of Medicine, except that, unlike 
tboae, thb case was not preceded by any eruptive dbease. The diag- 
nosis was verified by a gentleman expert in microscopic examination, 
who discovered encephaloid matter in the nrine. From this time, the 
tuu'or rapidly incicns^'d in size until it filled more tlmn iialf the abdomen 
— f'tiiaciation l)ccanie threat, with less febrile exciieinent, and less im- 
paired condition of the dijj^estive functions than might have been expoct- 
t'd. Toward the last of his illness, the urine, which had been cjuito 
naiuial, both in appearance and qaaiuity, became scanty, and at times 
bloody and turbid — paroxysms of pain were felt in the ri^ht iliac region, 
eiltodbg to tbe groin and thigh — ^nausea and vomiting of bilkxis matter 
*-«graat listleasness, although £e mental liiculties were unimpaired— 4md 
a gradual decay of vital power, whksh ended in death on Sept. 14th. 

j^Mtopfy.— -Great emaciatkm of the body— the tumor was found to 
fill the greater part of the abdomen, and to be a cancerous afiectkm <tf 
the rigbt kidney, exhibiting in its stmctnre the marks peculiar to what 
is termed encephaloid disease. It weighed four and a half pounds — 
was of an irregular oval appearance ; grayish color, except in some livid 
?pols where suppuration had commenced ; was firm to the f<»el, althouirh 
conlainin'^ jiiH hi some parts of its structure. It was firmly adherent 
to the peritoneum and liver, and some of the intestines by bands of 
false membrane. The caput coli was found in the left iliar rniriou, 
and all the iiJU siun s were crowded near this space. The leli kuliH-y, 
and all the other abdominal organs, appeared healthy, except tiiat tiiu 
liver was considerably siirunken in size. 

The case is interesting, inasmuch as it shows how imperceptible may 
be tbe invasion of disease in this organ ; bow far it may progress without 
■fleeting matefialty the general health, and how protracted maybe its 
cooise*— iVet9 Jeney Irndkal Beparter, 
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BDITOKIAIi CORBBSFOlCDBIfOB. 

On the Rioer Nik — Monday, Nov. IS. — This is New-England washing 
day* and has been properly observed on board, by havin? various articles, 
thought indispensable to rnspectable appearance, well wa^aieJ, though somp 
of the pieces look' forty times worse for the openiiion. Haule I up to the 
bank last evoninsr, quite early, in n lonely ^poi, near a millet field — the 
desert on the other dide. An Arab and liii wife were silting by a grass 
fire, at the side of a hencoop, roasting millet heads in the embers, of 
which they invited us to partake. Two children were sleeping on the 
hare ground, unconscious of the excitement caused by the arrival of christian 
strantrers. The nights are here very cold, yet the middle of the day is 
like the first of August in Boston and its neif^hborhood. Hassan is a<^aia 
breakinif down — llireatencd evidenflv with typhus ferer. Most of the crew- 
live in the up-country; one is from Nubiu; and us they all have families ou 
the wajTt they are solicitous to move ahead. Their pay, when .they succeed 
in obtaining employment, is only S3,50 per month, at most They go 
down to Cairo, in suminerjn pursuit of jobs, and return when their pocketi 
are full of paras. Ten dollars would be a great sum to return with. 

Tiiesdaiy, Nor. 19;^/,— Various amusin':' incidents have occurred since 
yf'sienl.iy ; sin'h as stoppini^ at a litile mud villai^c on the side of one of 
those tremendously big mounds, made by the tumbling down of old human 
dwellings on the same spot, for twenty centuries, for aught I know, when 
three bare-footed old Arabs, one with a long rusty spear, marched solemnly 
down to the bank and demanded 7 cents, port charges, for b^nng^ within the 
town's jurisdiction, they being the night guard for safety while there ! The 
villagers were merry people, fmokin"*, sinjring and lounging. The female?, 
generally, were decorated with heiivy br-ad and silver bracelets on both 
arms — some had two on each, with large strings of beads round their necks, 
and ear-rijigs that would have satisfied a savage. We passed, to-day, that 
low range of ragged limestone rocks, lying in sheets of about four feet ia 
thickness, like masonry, called Gabel Jier, where tradition says the birds 
used to hold an annual congress, on the west side of which, facing the 
desert, is a convent of Coptish Monks. As the boat approached, two stent 
fellows, stark naked, came swimming- oil' to it, beg'4"ing most devoutly 
for backshejsh, and crossing theruselves with the ricrht hand, which 
on both of them was minus the index finger. At 3 o'clock, P. we 
arrived at Minyeh, another great mud town, the residence of a second 
governor, and the locality of an old city, connected with a thousand evesit 
of trensrendant historical interest, but which cannot be introduced here. 
The streets were narrow, as usual in these upstart modern cities of rc-ju- 
vinated Egypt — often covered over head. Individuals of the same pro- 
fession are invariably kept together, as all the shoemakers in one baz:ir, 
the breadsellers in another ; and, with perhap.s a few exceptions, at the 
end of each is a big, rickety, wooden gate, which is closed at night. 
lice officers, each wearing on his abdominal front a pair of horse pistols, 
are always sitting at shop windows, cofiee-rooms, and smoking quarters. 
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I Mw one tall fellow standing in a by-place, in a dignified, 9elf'«ofnp]aeent 
position, armed wilk a wooden sword, roughly manufactuied too, for the 
knife-strokes ooald be seen two rods off. Close to the river, on the west 
side, is a sugar manufactory, a favorite establishment of the late Mohamet 
All, now in full operation, havincf beautiful apparatus, and in all respects 
as complete as that at East Boston, once polite ly shown me by Mr. Soulc. 
The sugar, liowever, is made froui the cane, unci better specimens of loaf 
sugar are not to be found in Europe or America. The workmen are 
principally French, yet there is a large sprinkling of Arabs^^not far from 
100 in number. Sugar cane is seen flouri^hin«j^ grandly near Gabel Jier, 
and so on, further up, on the east side of the river. That vile and reviled 
old dei^potic Mohamet AH was an extraordinary man, who^^e s^enius and 
energy were never surpassed in this country, from the Pharaohs to Abbas 
Pasha. He was a man who would have left the impress of his foot:iteps 
in any country in which circumstances might have placed him. 

Nov, fiOth, — Nothing of interest has transpired since yesterday. The 
Beis threshed one of the sailors smartly for wandering away on shore 
after the boat started — and immediately after, very calmly commenced bis 
devotions, haviiiir ascertained from me, on a map, the direction of Morrn. 
Another nl the crew fell sick — and having- a native hakeem or doctor in 
their number, he was consulted, and I was permitted to witnes.s his treat- 
ment. At tirst he manipulated the sick n)an';» head, after the manner of 
the animal magnetizers ; then stroked the scalp forward, to make as large 
a wrinkle as possible on the forehead, which he pinched Tiolently, and 
then bit it through the folds of a cap. He next jerked the man*s head 
forcibly, from one side to the other, and then rubbed the poor fellow's ears 
at a ff'arful rate. The spine wa.s next rubbed with tepid water, and hot 
water poured into the canals of both ears. Lastly, in a gentle manner, 
with the tip of a finger dipped in the tepid water, tjie navel was touched. 
AH Mahomed was then jiermitted to lie down ; and at the moment of 
writing this, he is improving, the mulling or kneading of the body having 
had a good effect. Opposite the celebrated tombs of Beni Hassen, of 
which Mr. Gliddon has given so vivid a description, we stopped at a village 
to make purchases. When the inhabitants discovered that there was a 
doctor in the company, thev besouqht me to visit a hut where a man was 
prostrated with disease. This atiorded me a rare opportunity of viewing 
the interior of an Arab dwelling, which under any other circumstances 
could not have been efiected. A more comfortless place could hardly be 
found. Had I remained all day, I could have busily occupied myself by 
attending to the calls for advice. Some of the people had singular dim* 
culties, which the art of medicine could not relieve. 

Nov. 2\st. — This day has not been productive of incidents; the reirion 
through which we are passing is monotonous, and destitute of objects of 
historical interest. The eastern desert comes quite to the water in many 
places, as dreary as possible in aspect, there not being a sprig of vegeta* 
lioa to relieve the eye. In the course of a morning walk of about two 
miles, an opportunity was afforded of inspecting the fields of sugar cane, 
millet, and some small patches of tobacco and beans. Farminr^, at this 
particular season, mainly consists in raifsing water from the Nile in leather 
buckets or baskets, and in distribuiinq: it over the land, in raised mud 
trenches. It is a laborious service — the men mostly naked. The sense 
of shame seems unknown to these hard-working fellahs. Boys and girls, 
teQ years of agSi are often seen in villages, utterly clothless. I saw fish 
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caught Uhday in a novel maatier, A kind of basket was suddenly ptliag«* 
ed, iDTcrtcd. into the muddy stream, close to the bank; the lad then run 
bis arm tlirouijh a ho\o in sr-arch of prlsoti^irs — seldom failing to catch two 
or thrfp each lime. Tins, trivial atTair demonstrates how well the Nile is 
stockini with fish. Their variety as well as abundance is quiio astonish- 
ing. Several young camek wen also seen on shore. Youth add^ nothing 
lo the beauty of that ugly-formed aoimal, so adminUv orgaoiaedt howeveii 
for these everlasting deserts now in plain view. To-day the JDom Pat* 
is seen growing — its nearest approach to lower Egypt ; — it is a native of 
the hot interior of Africa. CrocodilcH come no lower down the river than 
where these observations are written, viz., opposite the range of Gebel 
Aboofadec — where square door-ways arc pcn eivcd, leading lo extensive 
grottoe^j, which belong lo a series of labyrinths iu this neighborboodt where 
dogs and eats were stored as sacred mnrnmies. By looking at a map of 
the Nile, you will perceive I am not far from the great town of Manfaioot, 
where the Arabs say Lot was exiled. 

Friday, Nov. 22</. — N(jtliin^r has been accomplished to-day, for want of 
wind. The river is exceediiii^ly tortuous, and although the boat has tra- 
versed seve ral niilf's, we have actually moved but little in a right line. In 
the early prt ui last evening, passedi the town of Manfalool. located on 
lofty mounds of rubbish, the unmistakable evidences of the site of a great 
town or city, earlier, possibly, than the birth of Abraham. The never-idle 
Nile is now washing it away so rapidly that no memorial of it will be 
found a few years hence. Opposite, on the Arabian side, are the mummy 
crocodiles. Here, or rather back of the town, is where Mohamet Ali 
mustered his army for the march to the Morea, at a place called Beni 
Adee, at the very verge of the Libyan desert. Prudigiuusi flocks of wild 
geese, perfectly white, are seen to-day — but too far off for a shot. They 
post sentinels, when on an islandt discernible with the unassisted eye, and 
fly in precisely the same order they do in our couniry. The peasants ate 
here planting melon seeds. 

Saturday, Nov. 23^/. — At Osioot, a city of 20,000 inhabitant?, the ancient 
Sycopolis, where wolves were worshipped, a little distance back of the 
town the entrances to the catacombs of sacred animals are seen, which are 
to be itibpecled on our return down the river. The land has made oif 
nearly two miles from the city — across which the traveller rides on a don- 
key, on the top of a high dyke. At the gate of entrance .the police are 
stationed, and the principal authojrities were seated on each side of a 
bridge, pravely smoking, as we passed along. All the streets very much 
resemble those of Cairo, and are closed at each end by a wooden door at 
night. The bazars, or markets, are precisely after the pattern every where 
met with iu Kgypu Grain merchants were sittitig by the side of huge 
piles on the bare ground, smoking for customers, as were all other dealers, 
from the woman who selb a handful of dates to the farmer of the reve- 
nues. Fields were fmely watered, and therefore excellently well culti- 
vated, in the vicinity. This is the residence of the governor of Upper 
Egypt, w'ho hns n p'llnrp, with ample accommodation > for the display of a 
great olTicer's appurieu ifn ■ of state. A poor pri- uj r, with a heavy iron 
chain around his neck, uud both hands locked into a block of wood, passed 
us under guard. The donkey-driver gave me to understand that he would 
be shot Many of the houses of Osioot are of coarse, large burnt brick, 
which have the appearance of having figured a hundred times, in one edi- 
fice after another, within the last 2000 years ! They are all flat on the 
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|»Piwith few or no windows, and, what strikes the straDger as being c.\- 
eeedingly carious, is the fact that the doors geoenilly have a bolt on the 
oalside^ heavy, wooden sliding-piece, whkh the last of the family who 
goes out gives a slide — no one ever presuming to enter a portal thus fast- 
ened. We saw a flock of wild cse passing over hoad to-day, ihat proba- 
bly extended more than a mile and a half. Here purcha'-fs nf frp-h pro- 
visions were made, and away we sailed for Thebes wiiU a promising 
breeze. 

Suniaif, Nov, S4lA.«^Hauled np at a small date-tree village, just after 
dark, where the noise of a drum, made by stretching a skin over the mouth 
of an earthen pot, together with the blaze of a grass fire, induced ua to 

take a lantern and examine the premises. After some windings over great 
heaps of rubbish, indicating the localities of ancient towns and cities, we 
entered a rooflef^s enclosure, where a niidtUc-a^red woman was beatinfj: the 
tom-tom, squatted in the dust and ashes, surrounded by half a dozen young 
girb, who sang and beat time by clapping their hande— a custom that ex* 
irted when Herodotus visited Egypt. Occasionally they gave a simulta- 
neous kind of warbling. A few gravely-smoking Arabs sat by the side of 
a wall, in the dark, looking on, xvith apparent delight. This was said to 
bo 'he r-plebration nf a fellali marrin'jr.. Not far fmrn here, is a certnin 
wonderful stone, visit! d by females, from a conviction that it exercises an 
influence in maUmg them the happy mother of many children. It is curi- 
ous to observe, that with all the poverty, and moral, religious and political 
dsgmdation of these people, a numerous offspring is desired above all other 
bmsings. The more one has, the more important is he in society. Our 
dragoman says a friend of his, at Thebes, has had 45, viz., 25 sons and SO 
daughters, by three living wives. We have passed Gowel el Ktber to-day — 
the ancient Ant.TopoHs — which is worth readinir about in any of tho 
Gazetteers of the old world. Within a few hour* we have entered tho 
borders of the Thebiad of the old geographers of Eg}'pt. For the first 
time, the wind blows severely enough to see, at a little distance from the 
desert, that sand is fairly flying in the air. Excellent water*me1ons, musk* 
melons, string beans, tomatoes, squashes, peppers, Acc., are to be bad in the 
hzars Qreen Indian com is in the milk, and sold, roasted, by poor 

worn en. 

Monday^ Nov. 2r^.k, — Pas.-sed Akhmeim, the site of one of tbe oldest 
cities in the Thebiud ; and Chemmis, or Panopolis, where siuud a famous 
tsm^e of Pan. While penning this paragraph, there is seen the great 
town of Qirgeh, of christian origin, the location of the oldest Roman con- 
reat in Bgypt. The Moslem minarets have a pretty appearance, in the 
distance, overtopping the swaying palms. Tho bold headland rocks of the 
Arabian desert, the wall that keeps the Nile in its bed, at this particular 
place dip fairly into the water, and by the deep lurrows worn iu them at 
the base, show how firmly they have withstood encroachments up their 
Slid domain beyond. 

Blaekman vn the Reduction rf Strangulated Hernia, — We have receiv* 
ed from the author, Dr. Geo. C. Blackman, of Newburgh, N. Y., a pamph" 

let of 62 pages on the " Reduction of Strangulated Hernia in ma-s." 
This interesting and practical essay fir-t appeared in the American Jour- 
nal of the Medical Sciences, in 1846, and has biuce been entirely re-writ- 
ten, and published in the New York Journal of Medicine. It was our 
impression that strictures in the hernial sac did not occur so often, and 
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particularly when the hernia is so easily reduced, as in the cases mentioned 
by Dr. Blockman. It certainly demonstrates the necessity, in cases of ob- 
scure strangulation, of being watchful over our patients, until the titne of 
danger is past. In fact, from the details in the treatise of Dr. Black* 

man, it would seorn to be always proper, in doubtrul cn«es of stran£r>Ualion 
of the bowels, immediately to have resort to the l(iiir(\ Forty-six rxamples 
are given of the reduction, m mcisse" of hernial tumors, which itdlowed 
the application of the taxis, twenty of which were opcruietl upon with the 
knife afterwards, and eleven of them recovered, notwithstanaing the dis* 
advantages they labored under from the delay of the operation. We hare 
read Dr. Blackman's treatise with mucli pleasure, and hope soon to find 
room to present a portion of it to our readers. 



Siate JauMttie HupUal.^The 18th annual report of the trustees and 
superintendent of the State Lunatic Hospital at Worcester, Mass., has been 
receivt'd. We learn from it that there were 429 patient? at the commence- 
meni of the past year ; that 241 patients were admitted, and 229 discharged ; 
that 670 persons thus became inmates during the year, 441 reinuiniiig at 
its close, — making the average for the year of 440 patients. The Hoi^pital 
is fitted to accommodate 375 patients only, yet the superintendent has been 
obliged to fmd room for neu- comers, and consequently all must have been 
crowded. The late calamity which occurred at the In a no Hospital in 
Mnine, is properly touched upon hy the trustees, and it will no doubt re- 
lieve the minds of those who have Irietuls in the Hospital at Worci >ter, to 
know that every a*eans for their security from y?rc, is carefully provided 
for. Dr. Chandler pays a most feeling tribute of respect to the memory of 
the late superintendent, Dr. Woodward, and bis biography occupies a large 
part of the report. Dr. Woodward was truly a remarkable man, and the 
records of the institution over which he so satisfactorily presided for many 
years, will ever show this\ It i*- 'j^ratifying to know iljal his successor in 
offico puriakcs of the same good qoaliiies, and is uoivorsally liked by the 
trustees, as well as the patients under his charge. 



Dr. J. M. Smith's Address. — The anniversary address before the New 
York Academy of Medicine, by Dr. Joseph M. Smith, has been received. 
It is an able and well-written discourse, evincing a highly-cultivated miod, 
and a noble and generous heart. The soldier," which forms the topic of 
the address, receives from the learned doctor a tribute of honor and respect 
that is justl)' deserved. We have the elements of true courage and hero- 
ism in ilie soldier faithfully portrayed, both in the conflict with his fellow, 
man, and that of his greater enemy, death ! War is ever lo be deprecated ; 
and in our advancement of science, its munitions should be so destrtictivdy 
improDtd, that it would deter the most valorous men from engaging in it. 



Dr. Lamberfs Anatomical Plates. — Dr. T. S. Lambert proposes to 
publi«ih a series of Anatomical and Physiological drawings, aAer the style 
of Bougery and Jacobs, nineteen of which are to be exact copies. The 

first three are now ready, and are really correct and Vife-like. If tliere he 
any differene'e between them and Bougery's, it is that iho^p of l)r L sm- 
bert are more highly finished and colored. What asionisiie.^ us rtio>i, js 
the very low prices at which they are to be supplied. It will hardly be 
believed that twenty-five of them are to be sold at the extremely low price 
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of six dolJars. Upon such rea?sonahlo terms, it is hoped that nil the teachers 
of our schools, where anatomy and physiology are taught, will orocure 
copies. Tk, Lambert is an enemy to quackery in etU its forms, and takes 
this method of giving the people an opportunity of becoming a iittUac^ 

quaiti! ] with their organization, that they may understand in whose hands 
such u beauiifui and intricate structure should be placed when diseased. Dr. 

Larnberl has our thnnks for the superb copies sent us ; and when the rest of 
the .series are received, it xviil aliord riuicii pleasure iu speaking more 
particularly of them, and in the terms which they may merit. 



Diary of a Tobacco Smoker and Chewer, — We have received a little 
pamphlet, published by Damrell & Moore, of this city, which is said to be 
the veritable tiiarv of the Rev. Solomon Spittle. The dedication is from 
the pen of Dr. Ziba Sproule, who states that he made the post-mortem 
of Spittle, and thinks there is no doubt that his death was PhthisUt 
caased bv the inordinate use of tobacco." Spittle leaving a widow with 
three children, in deslittite rircumstnnre^;, the bcnevolenro of Dr. Spr()nle 
i? excited in their behalf, and consequently he hasher hue husliand'.s diary 
published, and he earnestly wishes every one to contribute to her relief, by 
the purchase of a copy. It is rather humorous, and doubtless contains 
some truth as well as humor. The peculiar feature about it, is, that every 
ope will take much pleasure in reading it, and many perhaps may be con- 
vinced that if the practice of chewing tobacco is not hurtful, it is really a 
very natty habit. 



Medical Miscellany. — Dr. James N. Austin, late of Virginia, has been 
appointed Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics in the medical 
department of Georgetown College. — A child died in Iniliimoic, on Friday 
morning, from the effects of laudanum, furnished by an apothecary, instead 
of paregoric. — A petition has been forwarded to Congress, signed by a 
large number of Americans in Havana, praying the establishment of a 
hospital for American seamen in Havana. 



£RR4TA.~Oti page 18, in Dr. Jewcti's ca^ic. tb« oaine "Warner" sltould have been spelt 
Womet: and on page 19, line 6lb, " possibtKty'' •faouM read prtMiUUy. 



Surroi.K DuTRtcT MrdicaL Sociktv. — Thrntontlilv mrtMiiii r>r mnrlicil improvomcnl of 
ihU Sorteiy lakes place on Saturday evening next, Feb. ^ici, at 7 u cluck., at (tieir rooms, Mnsonic 
Tempite. 



Makhivp, — At Fairliaven, Dr. William Bass, of Middlchiirv, Vl., lo ]\!iss Elizabeth, danplitrr 
of Ihc lale Thomas Alwood, Es<|., of Plymouth, .Mass. — Ai .•^miiii T-orwick, Me , on the Kilh 
£zra BortleU, M.1)., to Mrs. EJeaoor A. Hubbard, of S. H.— Ai Floral College, RobeiHHi 
Co., N. C, Dr. Hector BIcNdU, of Clio, S. C, to Elisabatli U., dwigfater of the late Saaael 
Jewcit 



DiKO,r-In Ihit city, of eonaninpitoa, Joha Spenoe, Jr., lf.D., aged 39 jpcnn.— In Bradlbnl, Vt., 
Olr.l«ocliliarlWiigh^ aged 19 yoaia and 3 aMmtltt. 



Deatlii in tioston — for the wcfk einling cJaturday noon, Vv\>. l."), UV —MalcH, 38— fpinnles, 46. 
Accidental, 1— apoplexy, 1 — <l)sease of the bowels, 2— eonj-mii[)iioii, 1 1 — conv ulsion«, 6 — ranker, 
1— eroopt 3~debilitjr, i — dyscnterv, 3— dropsy, 2— dropsy of U»e bram, 2— crysinclas, 2- fever, 
l^rphon fevor, 1— searfet fever, 4— hm;r fever, 6— brain fever, I— boopinjj rough, S— diiieaae of 
the heart, 2 — Iiifhnlile, 4— in6ammation of the long^, 1 — marasmus, 2 — m«'a'>les, 7 — old age. 2— 
palsy, 1 — puerperal, 5— purpura, 1 — small|>ox, 2— disease of spine, 1 — Iciiliin^', 'J — tumor, I — 
unknown, 2. 

Under years, 41 — between 5 and 2n years. 9— f)ctwccii 20 and W years, 18— between 40 and 
60 years, B— over bQ years, 8. Americans, 40 j loreiguers and children of foreigners, 44. 
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Medical Men in California and Australia. — Dr. Sealy concludes a let* 
ter as follows, in the London Lancet, respecting the prnro«5!*i'on in these 
two rountrics : — Such is the true stole of California. For God's sake, 
Mr, Editor, dissuade every one from coming liere, for it is n hell upon 
earth ; and if money is to be made here occasionally, it is hardly earned, 
by the sacrifice of health, comfort and quiet. It le, however, better than 
the colonies ; there is no money there ; nothing but a fine climate, and 
plenty to eat and drink. Let no medical man who can get bread and 
cheese at home go to Sydney, Port Phillip or Adelaide, or he will most 
likely have to turn bullock-driver, as more than half do, and get lost for 
ever. Too many, alas ! are deluded, to their temporal and eternal rum, 
by being induced to go out a» surgeons to emigrant ships. The scenes I 
have witnessed of well-edttcated» respectable young meOi in rags, were 
fearful to behold.'* 



Collodion applied to Burns. — Dr. Liman, of Berlin, states that he has 
found collodion a most excellent application to burns. lie has applied it 
in many cases with the best results. He states that it allays the sroart- 
ing, forms a protective covering, which excludes the action of the air, 
and is so exactly adapted to all parts that no other dressing is required. 
The first application is attended with some pain, but is soon followed by 
allevialiorj of the sufferiiiG^, and the cure proceeds steadily without pain. 
Dr. Liman applied the collodion with a camel-hair pencil, covering the 
entire surtace, and daily re-applying it to the fissures and uncovered parts. 
Dr. Liman relates one case in which it was applied in an extensive bani 
with immediate advantage, and ultimately a speedy cure, without remain* 
log contiaclioDS of the integttment8.~Cai|Mr'f Wmetuckrift, 



M* Royer-CoBard. — ^Died lately, at Fitris, in his 47th year, Dr. Hippo* 
lyte Royer-Collard, Professor of Hygiene in the Faculty of Paris. The 

name of the deceased has been long known to men of science in Europe* 
The French journals are filled with maudlin sentimental orations deliver- 
ed over his grave, but they give no biograpfiicnl account of him or his 
labors. He was born to comparative weatih, an 1 the great stimulus lo 
exertion — necessity, which has carried forward others to the highest rank 
in the profession, did not exist in his case. M. Royer>Collard has filled 
the professorship of Hygiene in the Faculty, and has died in the prime of 
lifoi regretted by his colleagues and pupils. — Lmdon Med, GtmtU. 



Vdocily of the Galvanic Current in the E^ctric Telegraph. — It was 
Stated by the Earl of Rosse, at the recent meeting of the Koyal Society, 
that some experiments had been lecently made in France to determine 
the velocity of the galvanic current in the electric telegraph, and the result 
was that this velocity had been greatly overrated. It has been found not 
lo exceed a rate of from 1 1,000 to 28,i)00 miles ia a second of time. — Ibid* 



The registration of the medical students attending the m* tropolitan 
schools, has been con -luded at Apothecaries' Hall, London. 1116 stu- 
dents have been registered for the medical session 1*^'>0-51, the largest 
number since the session 1842-43. Of these, 371 are new students. 
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ON THE NATURE AND TREATMENT OF ASTHMA. 

FfiMA a Udure deliv«rad at King'* Collcgt) Hospital, London, bj R. & Todd, MJ)., FJLS. 

Pbysiciao to the Hospital. 

What is Asthma I sliall answer this qnestion by stating first that it 
cannot be properly called a disease of the lungs — in other words, its 
primary seat is not in the Innfrs : it may be delined to be a constitutional: 
disease, which manifests \l6e\i by paroxysms of difficult breatliini;, with 
Intervals of various duration, in which the patient is completely or nearly 
in a heallliy cuudiuoa. 

Let us look at the more prorament points in the clinical history of 
tftbma, and inquife how far wo may ibund upon ibem an caplanatkiD 
tf its pathology. 

The way in which the uncomplicated asthmatic attack commences ia 

generally this. A patient, we will say, goes to bed quite well : aooiiL 
afierwarids be finds a difficulty of breatoiDg come on ; he cannot lie 
down I he cannot go to sleep ; the dyspncea increases^ and the attack 

becomes conBrmed : or, what is veiy often the case, he goes to sleep 
quite well, and wjikf's in an hour or two with the attack on him. When 
once fonncd, the asthmatic paroxv'-m continues for some time, and passes 
off generally with some cough and expectoration, but sometimes withcut 
either. The time of its duration is very variable: sometimes it lasts oiii^ 
a ft^w iiours, sometimes many days. 

When suffering; form the attack the patient canuot lie down. All 
asthmatics show an uisiinctive repugnance to the horizontal posture,, 
while the attack is on ; and even in the intervab of the attacks they 
like to fie high, and seldom lie quite Bat : generally they are content 
with atting up in bed or on a chair, or they may sometimes move about 
ihe room. The coachman of a neighbor of mine some years ago su& 
fered so much fiom a paroxysm of astlima, which resisted all treatment^ 
tbat he was ohliged to stand leaning forward on a table ibr three days ; 
and in this erect posture he passed &e whole of this time : at last be be* 
came so exhausted tlmt he was obliged to sit down from sheer inability 
to support himself. Tlie erect or semi-erect posture is no doubt preferred 
because it enables thn muscles of respiration U> act with greater freedom,, 
and Willi more mechanical power. 

These attacks arc very much influenced by weather, particularly coLd 
aod dampj and by locality, as high or low^ humid or dry, relaxing or hrco- 
4 
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ing: and there is a remarkable capricioiuiiess In these respects, some 
persons liking a low, damp, smoi^ situatioB ; some a high, dry, and clear; 
that whicli h fatal to one case will be the very best thing to another, and 
on(" person will be well wherr niiotlier cannot live. Sometimes persons 
liviiiL; in liondon, and wi^hiiiL^ to try the neicrhbarhood, will a^k you, 
" Shall I go to Clapliain, or shall I go to Highgat«3 — will a high or a low 
situation be the best for me ?" Now this is a question that it is impossi- 
ble to answer with certainty ; fu; V( ly often that which w ould seem the 
worst will tuni out the best. 1 have known asthmatics better on the 
banks of the Thames than anywhere else ; on the other hand, I have 
known some greatly relieved by going to a high situation* Dr. Watson 
has some interesting remarks on this subject in his valuable lecture oo 
asthma, and relates some curious cases in illustration of the unceftun 
influence of locality in checking or promoting the asthmatic paroxysm. 

Then, sometimes we find that asthma is brought on by certain specific 
irritating agents. We all know of hay-asthma : that if certain individur 
als venture within the range of a hay-field, they are seized with sneez- 
ing, coryza, profuse lachrymation, and other symptoms of irritation of the 
mucous mernfirnne, aecompanied with a distinct asthmatic paroxysm. 
Similar symptoms are broiiii;ht on in oiIkt people (but such persons are 
much fewer) by the volatile effliivinm of ipecacuan., or by the presence 
of very (inc particles of dust floating in tlie atmosphere. 

Persons having had this disease for laauy years may cease to havp any 
attack. I have known many cases of men and women who have lost 
the disease as they advanced b life. Now, in such cases of reoovoy, 
does the dbease leave the lungs perfectly healthy ? Not unless the al> 
tacks of asthma have been mild, and few and nir between. Althou^ 
not necessarily origmadng in the lungs, the fiequent repetition of tibe 
asthmatic [Kiroxysm doubtless always leaves some mjury to the lung af- 
ter it, which is the greater in proportion as each paroxysm is longer and 
more severe. 

In asthma the respiratory efforts are greatly exaggerated, In conse- 
quence of the increase of the sensation of the want of breath — the be- 
goin de rcspircr of the French : a sensation which anv one may easily 
exjH licncc in his own person by sim[)ly putting his face into water for 
a few seconds. Under the influence of this stronii feeling: of the want 
of breath, large (juanlities of air are drawn in, and so (:^reat is the effort of 
inspiration that the noise which it occasions may be heard for a conside- 
rable distance. What results ? The air-cells of the lungs become 
dilated, and the whole lung experiences a proportkmate enlargement, and 
Ae external configuration of the chest is altered. This is well exempli- 
fied in our patient Shaw ; he has a large, bairel-sha^ed chest> rounded m 
fiont, behind and at the sides ; and, tf you watch him bi«athe, you will 
see that there is less movement of each respiratory act than there should 
be ; the chest is in a state of permanent dilatation, the ribs are too hori* 
sontal, the interoostal spaces too wide, and the accessory muscles of res- 
piration are always more or less in a state of action. The state of lung 
which is produced by asthma, is that whicli bas been called by Tvaennec 
emphygcma — a name not happily chosen, as it implies what really does 
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not exist, namely, tho infiJtratioa of the lung witli air, the existence of 
air in its extra-vusicular tissue. If the asthmatic attacks continue for 
any preat length of time, and are sev»'re, we find further injury of the lung 
taising place; the walls of the atr-tells suffer in their nutrition, and 
some of them, already dilated to their utnitr>t extent, give way ; three 
or four, or mure, become fused iniu one, anil iuiiii large, inci^ular cavi- 
ties, which are distributed among the healthy pulmonary tissue. 

But, baidfls these changes m the lungs, the vepetition of the astfamatb 
puoKysms leads with equal certabty to morbid changes in the heart, 
Ffom the obstruction that is ofoed to the circulation through the lungSi 
an undue amount of work is thrown on the right ventricle, which of 
course becomes more or less hypertrophied ; at the same time the meshes 
of the pulmonary capillaries become enlarged, and no doubt experience 
some change in their vital properties, whereby tlie circulation in them is 
retarded. Tliis affords an additional means of obstruction through the 
lunos. and therefore an additional cause for hypertrophy of the right 
side ol the heart. But as the backward ]>ress;ure of the blood on the 
heart becomes increased, the right ventricle becomes not tmlv liypertro- 
phied, Ijiit dilated, and the dilatation extends in a retroj^rade course to 
the auricle, and thence to the large veins, so tliat in the advanced 
stages of this disease it is not uncommon to find venuus regurgitation, 
and more or less congestion, throughout the \v hole venous system. In 
the early stages, however, none of these conditions will exist. You 
may have the most ^zqui»ie asthmatic dyspnoea without its leaving any 
penseptihie deviation fiom the healthy standard either m the heart or 
iuags, or at most no more than may perfectly recover itself when the 
parox}^m passes oSL This is more likely to occur in children^ because 
their tissues have a greater power of recovery from their greater activity 
of nutrition. 

Such cases as these would alone be sufficient to prove that asthma is 
a disease essentially independent of any organic lesions of heart or lungs, 
tho<igh frequently accompanied by them, aggravated by them wlien they 
exist, and always inducins; thf^n if it is of sufficiently long continuance. 
And it is remarkable how soon these lesions may he thus induced, how 
short a rout iniiance of asthma w 11! be sufficient to "ive rise to evident 
signs of organici change in the iicait and lungs. Our jiatient Siiaw had 
had asthma not quite tliree months, and ioi the greater part of the time 
not severely, and yet we find him with a barrel-shaped, unnaturally re^ 
sonant chest, dilated thoracic parietes, and the heart so displaced and di- 
lated in its right cavities as to beat in the region of the scrobiculus cordis. 

I look upon this last sign as one of the moat characteristic symptoms 
of asthma, and I consider its piesence in any case where I suspect asth* 
ma as a clear confirmation of the correctness of those suspicions. In ac- 
cofdance with thb view, in examining a patient whom I suspect to be 
asthmatic, one of my first steps is to apply my finger to his sciobiculus 
cordis : if 1 find no heating of the heart there, my conclusion is a con- 
tin^f-nt negative; Imt if I find it heating tbcre, fuid Tint in its natural po- 
sition under the nipple, my conclusion is a cerlain aliirmative. 

If you trace up the disease to the point oi it^ iu'st appearance, you 
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will generally find tliat iho first attack came on either without any a»- 
signahle cause, or after some indiscrelion as to diet — or after some im* 
prudent exposure to weather ; the patient went to bed well, and m eveij 
respect in his usual health, and woke up aathmatic^but ooee banag 
made its appearance, it renders its Tietim erer after liable to its leeninoee. 

A remarkable circunnstaiice is, that it is often inherited ; the Adwrir 
mother have had it, or it may have leapt over e genefation^^^he piM^ 
father may have been asthmatic, and the intervening generation not s& 
Once that the asthma has fairly established itself in any individual, it inaj 
'be brought on by any slight cause, even the most trivial disturbance will be 
sufficient to excite it-^atarrh, indigestion. Irregular hours, mental excite- 
ment, violent exercise, chani^e of temperature, change of place — anyone 
of these may bring on an attack. Now, il you inquire narrowly, yoo 
will gcnemlly find at llie root of the disease some fault in the primary 
assimilation : you will find that the pnt5ent has learned to avoid cenaia 
things ; that he is not at liberty like oilier men ; there arc some thmp 
of which he dare not partake, or, if ho does, it is done at llie |)nce ol 
an attack. And you will likewise find, on looking into the patient's se- 
cretions, that they arc altered, that the urine is lithic, phosphatic (oMl 
frequently- the former), or presents some deviatkm fiom the healthy staaik 
ard. Very often, too, you will find the attack ushered b by a paiticalv 
«onditnni of the urine, either such as i have just mentkMied, or wine is* 
Mmhliog nervous hysterical urine, abundant, clear and pale, and of mf 
low specific oravity. 

Now all these points — ^the periodical recurrence of the attacks, tlie 
perfect, or nearly p^fect health, in the interval, the absence of any or- 
ganic change, the associated humoral disturbances — all bear in the most 
interesting; way on the patholoL^y of this malady. They lend to estab- 
lish a remarkable analogy between asthnin, gout, and some other diseases. 
As in asthma, gout comes on quite sutldenly — there is no warnini; : a 
man may go to bed quite or nearly well, and he will wake up early m 
the mominff with a fit of the gout in hi«! creat toe. There is anoiiier 
disease, epilepsy, in which we have exactly the same phenomenon: 1 
patient, with or without warning, falls down, foaming, livid, and eoe- 
Tolsed ; the paroxysm goes off and leaves him in his ordinary good 
liealth, and he may go on for years and not have another. Again, an 
know that a fit of the gout leaves no organs lesion if it oocuts once or 
twice ; but if it is ofien repeated it leaves peimanent injury in the jobtt 
that It attacks. We may observe the same thing with respect to ef^ 
lepsy. If a patient has suffered only one or two attacks, you will 
find no change in his brain ; but if li lias had several, you wUI. The 
disease evidently consists essentially of something attracted to the brain, 
and not exist in^r in it. The same, too, of a'^tlima, the or:rnnic changes 
are all secondary, and a few attacks leave no traces behind them. 

All this leads us to suppose that the paroxysm of asthma has some- 
thing in connnon with the paroxysm of gout and the parox) sm of epi- 
lepsy. Of the two 1 prefer to lake the analogy to gout, Im riuuse we 
have more definite and coherent ideas about gout, and we are more ac- 
ipiunted with its exact padiology. The theory at present most in lavcr 
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v,'\Lh rcj^ard to gout is that it is a disease of assimilation, and this de- 
fet t!\ i or vitiated assimilation gives rise to sonic materics morbi. When 
thjs niatiLT is eliminated from the system, the attack passes off ; when 
it accumulates, the attack comes on. In asthma, defective assluiilativo 
power is a frequent coincident. Gout, too, axid rheumatism, and all hu- 
moral diseases, resemble asthma in bcbg inherited. 

When the tnateries moibi has been generated, its effeidt is to irritate 
the nervous system, not generally, bat certain parts of it, those pant 
being the nenres concerned in the function of respiration — ^vis., the pneu- 
noogastric, and the nerves that supply the expiratory muscles, either at 
tbeir peripheral extremities, or at their control termination in the medulla 
ebloDgata and spinal cord ; extreme difficulty of breathing is the lesull, 
and, as a consequence of tliis, ultimate disease of the lungs. 

Thus the occurrence of asthma In paroxysms would be accounted for 
much in the same way you would explain the occurrence of gout in pa- 
roxysms ; and in the intervals bt lwetii iho attacks, the patient, being of 
aslhmatin constitution, so to speak, is easily thrown into the paroxysm of 
asthma by causts which would but slightly influence other men — as cold, 
impure air, mechanic al irritation of ilie respiratory passages — just as 
gcKJiy men may readily be throwD into the gouty paroxysm by causes 



Tins seems to me to be the most raasonable ^pontioo of the pa- 
thology of asthma. 

IVow wo often hear physicians of great and deserved repute speaking 
of tpamodie asthma. 1 need not tell you that the bponchi possess a 
miisculnr coat, consbting of circular fibres of the unstriped ; for it has 
been long proved not only by microscopical observation, but by the most 
satisfactory experiments. It is in these circular muacular fibres of (be 
bronchi that many patholog'ists localize the spasm, to which they ascribe 
all the phenomena of asthma. 

The drst link in the chain of effects of the immediate exciting cause 
of asthma would be, ar cording to them, spasm of the bronchial tubes, 
then dv'.:pn«Ea. Undoubtedly a state of spasm of the bronchial tubes 
would produce a great deal of dyspncea : but what I want to point out to 
you is, that ibis state of spasm of the bronchial lubes ou^^bt rather to 
be regarded as one of the accompaniments, one of the phenomena of 
asthma, than as its cause. The feeling of breathlessoess, or, in other 
Hfords, a peculiar state of certain nerves and of a certain nervous centio, 
the eeotre of respiration, b the first link in the chain of asthmatic phe* 
nomeoa. Tlie spasm of the bronchi follows sooner or later upon this, 
and often it follov^s so quickly upon it as to appt^ar to come samult^ 
neously with it : does it ever precede it ? 1 doubt this. 

Undoubtedly you may have severe asthma without severe spasm ol* 
the bronchial tubes. 1 remember a well-maiked instance of this in a 
gentleman whom I attended for chronic disease, cancer, as I thought, of 
thn liv(T. For nearly a week bcfcire his dealli he suffered from the nioSt 
fnghttuUy -distressing asthma, which nolhuiL; could control, and which 
lasted without interruptbn till he died, i exammed ius chest repeated^ 




ively trivial. 
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at all parts, and could hear nothing but the most perfect, loud and pue- 
rile breathing, which is quite inconsisteni with a i>utL' of spasm. 

Again ; section of the vagi nerves of animals produces phenoraena 
exacUy like those of asthma. Whatever be the came of the dyspnoea 
b these eases, it b dear it caeoot be btonchial spasms, as the muscb 
of the bionchi would be paralrzed after section of their nerves. 

There is one thmg that I have observed, which has an important 
bearing on this subject ; that in that particular fonn of spasmodic dism 
which i have no doubt in your future practice you will have many op- 
portunities of witnessing, laiyngismus stridulus^ the crowing inspiraooo 
of children, there is n roncmis all over the chest, simultaneous with tbe 
convulsive attack. The moment the convulsion comes on. when the 
eye^ bocomo fixed and the child begins to insjiire with diffirulty, if you 
put your ears to the chest you will hear a ronchus pervading the whole 
lung. The moment the recovery takes place, the ronchus ceases. And 
it is very interesting to notice that you may observe the very .same thins; 
in the ordinary convulsions of children, in which the larynx is not 
promint iitly engaged ; and I suppose no one will pretend to locate these 
diseases anywhere but in the nervous system. 

Hence liie conclusion that I draw is thb, that the spasm is the ac- 
companiment, and not the cause of the difficult breathbg that acoonipi> 
nies or follows upon the nmous changes, just as it does m laryngistnos 
and in the ordinary convulsions of children. 

So much for the pathology of asthma ; as to the treatment of tim 
disease, our attention must be directed 

1 To obtain relief to the paroxysms ; and 

3. To improve the patient's constitution in the intervals of the pi- 

roxysm. 

First, in the asthmatic paroxysm you must inquire into the immediate 
excitmg cause, and endeavor to remove It. With this view an emotic, 
by emptying the stomach, ^nll often he found useful : or if the qunlity. 
not the quantity of the contents of the alimentary canal is tlie source 
of the evil, an alkali will be found beneficial. Stimulants are sometimes 
of essential service, especially when the long-continued circulation of 
imperfectly arterialized blood has deadened the sensibilities, and so far 
^wered the powers as to render the exjpeclocation of mucus difficult: 
one of the best sdmulants b sulphuric ether, or perhaps die chloric is 
even better, from its taste and smell bmog so agreeable. Ether, m com- 
bination with opium, will often be found of great service. But peihap 
the Milaltves constitute the cbss of remedies that has met most favor m 
the treatment of asthma, and especially the diffisrent members of the <v- 
der Solanaceae — as hyoscyamus, belladonna, tobacco; but before and 
above all, both in the frequency of its employment and its real value, 
stramonium. This medicine may be given in % anous forms — as an ex- 
tract of the seeds *m doses of gr. J to gr. iij., or m the form of f> rinrtun*. 
in from ten-minim to half-drachm doses ; but more fr'-ijuently it is 
smoked, and for this purpose the wliule plant, leaves and stems, are used; 
it is dried and cx\v info small pieces, and smoked in a pipe, or the leaves 
aiune are dried, uud fulled up m die form of a ci^ar. 1 here show you 
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some of these cigars, which have been put into my hands by Mr, Savory, 
of Bond street ; but I must tell you that these are not, strictly speaking, 
ttramanixun rin-nr*?, bein«4 rnadf^ not of the datura stramonium, but of the 
kindred spr( ir^, (i^itiinL tatuia, wliich is said to bo even more effica- 
cious than the more generally-used sjieries. 

Lastly, we find an excellent remedy for \hr asthmatic paroxysm in 
chloroform. We know how in oiher cases it inikjtiices all tho.-.c functions, 
which are ministered to by nervous influence, and in its efficacy in asth- 
ma we have an interesting physiological experiment, and an important 
lesson with rmrd to the true pathology of the disease. But in the ad- 
m inistf a tion of chloiotbnn I would give you this two-fold cautioD -fiiBty 
to give it gradually and cautiously, and not in a full dose ; not to pRK 
dooe insensibility, especially if there be anything like blueness of the 
aorfece, because, though remedial to the asthma, it will tend to increase 
those very consequences which are most to be feand from the circula- 
tion of venous blood. Secondly, to impress upon your patient that he 
mnst never give it lo himself, nor without the presence of a medical 
man. This rase was related in the papers the other day : — A person 
who was in the habit of curini' hi^ attacks of asthma by inhaling chlo- 
lofomi, when a(liiiini«itfrin'r it to himself one day, nnd when in a state of 
half subjec tion lo its inliuiMice, to produce the full eliect placed his hand- 
kerrhief on the table, and buried his mouth in it ; his insensibility be- 
came deeper and deeper, till at last he was too far gone to be able to 
raise his head. He therefore continued inspiring it, his coma became 
inore and more profound, and in a short time after he was found in 
that position, quite dead. 

Secondly, tne treatment in the intervals between the paroxysms 
should be directed to improve the digestive powers of the patient and 
tfae tone of bis nervous system ; the diet should be very carefully regu* 
lated, both as to nature and quantity ; and this is of all things thr most 
important to occupy the attention of the medical attendant. The ali- 
mentary canal and the secretions generally should be kept in a healthy 
condition ; exercise, the lionrs of rest, and in fact everything that bears 
on tho 'j-enfrrd health, shonid be systematically and rigidly superintend- 
ed ; and I am sure that treatment of this sort will always be found of 
substantial advantaire. Anotlier thing having the same object is cold or 
tepid effusion, either l)y spoMging or by shower-bath: but cold, while 
very serviceal)! ' to those who can bear it, is often too much for many 
people, in whom no re-action lakes place, the coldness coiitinues, and 
drowsiness is produced. Such symptoms should always be looked upon 
as eontia-indications to the use of cold afiiision. 

Now before 1 conclude, I will say a word on the relation of emphy- 
flsmaand asthma. Are those two diseases rehited to one another as 
cause and e^t ? and if so, which is the cause, and which the conse- 
quence ? To determine this, let us see what emphysema is. It is a 
state in which the lungs are rendered more capacious, in which the le^ 
lation of the ultimate elements of the lunns is in some measure de- 
ranged, and the pulmonary capillaries altered. Now is this state of in- 
creased capacity a state capable of producing such a dyspncea as we see 
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m aslhma ? I cannot lliink that ll is. Lililiou^^h {hh inrrease<i capacity 
is attended wi ill other conditions t< mi dm to duiiuiish iIh^ efllcieni aera- 
tion of the blood, and, thprefore, to ilie production of dyspnoea. Iki i| 
will not explain the periodicity of the attack ; cmphyseaia is constant, 
asthma paroxysmal. On the other hand, asiliinu is clearly an eflicicut 
cause of emphysema; the asthmatic coudiuon is just such as to pro* 
duce those physical changes that constitute emphysema ; and 1 think 
that all patients who have emphysema have had either asthma or bnih 
ohitis. it is confirmatory of thb view, that emphysema comes on gm> 
dually, and that it bean proportion to the length of duration and se- 
verity of the asthma : if a person has bad few attacks of asthma, be has 
no emphysema ; if he has had many, he has ; the asthma precedes, the 
emphysema follows^ 

This, then, is the conclusion I come to-^that asthma is primarily hu- 
moral ; that it is caused by a poison or a morbid matter artinir on that 
portion of the nervous system which niinistei-s to tfir function of n s^ s- 
ration ; that it leads to dilatation of the lungs and the walls of the 
chest, to emphysema, and ultimately to dilatation of the heart; iIkU 
the Iia})it may pass off, the morbid matter being no longer created, the 
patient ceasuig to be aslluiiatic, just as a person ceases to be gouty or 
epileptic ; and that, ceasing to be asthmatic, the patient may remain, or 
may not remain, emphysematous, according to the severity and duralioo 
of his previous attacks* — Lmndon Medkal Gaz€iU» 



RECORDS OP CASES BY PHYSICIANS. 

[In the recent Report of the Sanitar}' Corniiilni (> unpointed by the Le- 
gislature of Massachusetts, various reconnnemiaiions are included, some 
of them as legislative enactments and some as social and personal du- 
ties ; which two classes of recommendations were inadvertently alluded 
to without disdnctton in a previotis notice of the report in this Journal 
From among the latter^ we copy the foUowing as worthy the attention of 
physicians.] 

We recommend that physicians keep records of cases profes8iooaD| 
attended* 

The science of medicine, like most other sciences, a founded upoa 
Acts. Many of these facts are staled m the recorded observaiioa 
«nd experience of the profession, gathered up and handed down to us 
ip the accumulated medical literature of tlie age. In anatomy and 
physiology (and in surgery, too, to some extent), branches of this science, 
Uutb and demonstration may be found ; but in the practice of medi- 
cine more unrertainty exists. The great variety of di'^f^asos. and the in- 
finite and ever-varying forms in which they appear in living individuals, 
render it very Hinicult to ascertnin, always, wliat their exaet natures are, 
or what appropriate remedies shouk! bt* npplled for their removal. And 
in looking over the history of mrdical practice, as exliibiied in the books, 
it Ls curious to observe how many successive theories have been setup 
one man or set of men, and have been overturaed dud demdisbBd 
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by another, or abandoned by the authors themselves. The cause of this 
great variety and change of o|iinion is to be found, either in an honest 
He«?ire for the truth, and a b< li ( that it has been discovered, or in a de- 
sire to inlrodune some new theory, that may attract notoriety and pro- 
mise wealdi to its advocates. This lias <^iven rise to the numerous 
medical systems and denominations which have existed and continue to 
exist. The great error has been in funning theories upon observations 
or statements, without duly inquiring whether they have been sufficient]^ 
numerous, and have been carefully and truthfully made, upon a uni- 
kna and comprehensive plan, or whether they are otherwise imperlect. 
Any theory, however plausible, resting upon a basis in which imper- 
fection exists, is liable to be overthrown. 

One great desideratum seems to be a regiticr of cascsy for private pro- 
fessional practice, constructed on a plan so simple in its requirements, so 
convenient in its form, at so low a cost, and so comprehensive in its 
dwitrn, that it shall commend itself to universal faror, and be universally 
used. If sucIj a (le>?irnhh* end cotilc} he attained, means would be pro- 
vided, whicii lia\''' not hitherto existed, to ilhistrate the causes, nature, 
effects, an fl jrealiii iu of disease. The abstracts of a !nr<j:<' numUer of 
aiiiherUtc registers, if properly presented to the public, viould, ii is be- 
lieved, overthrow and destroy niuch of the medical theory and practice 
of the age, and introduce a more natural, rational and successful system. 

"The private register of the medical praclitioner," says Mr, Farr, 
"would, at the end of a lew years, be of incalciUable benefit to him ; 
he might refer back to it for important information, transmit it to his sons 
or successors m practice, analvze the results of his experience, and, in 
oonjunctbn with his brethren aft over the country, would ultimately ac* 
cumulate a large mass of materials, which could not fail to advance 
medical science. Too much need not be attempted at first ; all ca$et 
liiould be noticed ; but those facts should be chiefly recorded which are 
of an unquestionable nature, and that admit of precisf? statement and 
compan«=on, in respect to number, lime, weight and measure.'* 

How shall this reirisler be construct^'d ? We have examined a h\rm 
number of different plans, hut none of them exactly meet our views. 
After coQsultinn; with several dillerent physicians, whose opinions and 
approval are eninlrd to all respect, we propose one for adoption, a dou- 
ble page of which is presented and explained in the appendix. It may 
be afforded at a low price ; and its form is such that it may be conve- 
niently carried about by the practitioner, thus allowing him to have at 
bmd the means of entering his observaticQS mi the place and ai the tim 
thw are made. 

Such a register would enable the physician to give the certificate of 
the cause of death, required under the registry laws, and also to give tho 
anKMnt of sickness suffeied in any family he visits. 



CASE OF GLOSSITIS. 

nV C. T. QI IMAUD, M.D , O." ROSWELL, G.\. 

The foUowinjj case presents some peculiarities which call for its publi- 
eatioD. Oo Tuesday, Sept. 23d, was called in consultatioa with Dg*- 



Digitized by Google 



78 



P., on the case of J. F., \s ho, ! was informed, had been sick since ti)e 
Friday previous. The iblio\vin<r is the history of the case to dale. 
About six weuks ago, a dentist, in aUeiupiing to extract one of the 
larger molars on the right side, broke off the crowD, and left tbe loot. 
For ten days a continuous pain was felt about the part ; it then 
came intennittent until the 13th inst., when it ceased a]tog[ether. On 
the evening of the 19th, the pain returned — the patient up[)lied a few 
drops of oK caryoph. and went to sleep. In the morning the pain be- 
came severe} and 'the ton>rue was slightly swollen* During the day 
fSOth) he complained of pain in the back, and general nudinse. In 
tne evening Dr. P. visited the patient, prescribed a cathartic, and ap- 
plied a blister about the anterior part of the neck. 

Sept. 20th. — Tongue, sub-lingual and sub-ma xilljiry glands much 
swollen i pain severe ; the masseter muscles rigid, particularly that of 
the right side. 

2*2d. — Made mv first visit at 10 o'clock, A. M. Patient, a wagoner, 
aged '28 ; fine nkkly complexion, light hair, weighs 175 lbs., and is five 
feet one inch high. This luoiiiiiig there is an aggravation ol d\\ the 
symptoms. Patient unable to articulate ; tongue protruded between the 
lips-*is tense, red and painful to the touch » his bnathbg lahoiioas ; bli 
bfow bathed m perspiration ; surface in other places M : pulse 100, 
and full ; saliva flowing profusely. He had passed a restless night, ton- 
ing to and fro on his bed, without any cessation of pam. No dejection 
since the opeiatioo of the cathartic administered on the 19th. Blood 
was at once abstracted to the amount of 25 oz. ; a large dose of sal 
Epsom administered, and a poultice of hops and meal a]^))lied to the 
neck. Patient experienced considerable relief from the bleeding, and 
was able, after some effort, to swallow the "^alts. Not bcinn able to re- 
main with the patient, 1 advised the application of C. cups ad tmcha^ 
but no blood was drawn, as 1 learnt on niy return at 6, P. M. Breath- 
ing easier, tongue not so painful ; salts have opei-aled well. The |nilie 
being about the same as at niy l orin T visit, again advised veneseclioo, 
and twenty -five ounces more hlixxl wa^s dr.iwn, together with six or 
eight ounces by cups under tlie clavicles. At 9 o'clock there was a 6xB 
dbcharge of fetid pus fioin an abscess at the base yf the tongue. 

S3d^ — This moBiing found tbe patient sitting up, quite cheediil 
No pun ; tongue not so much swollen* nor so much lessened as^was lo 
have been expected from the dischaige of pus which had contimiai 
through the ni^ht. It was still impossible to pass the finger back to the 
base of the tongue. Ordered only chicken-broth. In the evening tlM 
discharge had ceased, but was renewed by using a probe* 

24th. — Patient slept well till towards morning, when there was a re- 
currence of pain. The right side of the tongue was now more swollen 
than the left, and as there was evidently another abscess fonning. and 
the pulse again full and frequent, the patient was put on the use of half 
a grain of tart, enielle every two hours. 5, P. M. Has taken but two 
doses of the tartar, which acted freely on the bowels, as well as having 
produced the desired effect. At 2 o'clock, iiw second abscess discharged 
an enormous quantity of offensive pus. Ordered a cup of buua^ green 
tea, and morph. gr. ss., to be taken at 8 o'clock* 



Digitized by Google 



hkpuMOt of Matenud hg^rmumt on the JPatei . 



79 



25lh. — Pntirnt better in every respect. Has some nppetite, and con- 
sidered con vail '^cing. It is proper to stale that s( ai ificaliou of the 
tongue had been attempted, but would not be submitted to by the patient. 

Among the causes which j)redis[)ost to L!;lossiiis are reckoned compres- 
sion of the ju'^ular veins (Siabl) ; piyuhsiu (Slegel, Frank, Hosack) ; 
rubbing llie head wiih mercurial ointment, smallpox, Sic. (Trincuvalleus), 
Among the occasional causes, are wounds, laceration, and contusions of 
the tongue ; the applicatkm of emetic to the organ, bums ; while the 
most fiequent is the actkm of acrid or acro-narcotic substances on the 
tongue. " Such efl^ts have been produced by the juice of the daphne 
mezereon, by tobacco leaves, and by the sting of wasps, bees, and other 
insects.^' Dupont relates a case of a young man who, for a wager, 
** took two bites of a toad, and was speedily attacked with severe glossi- 
lis.»_(Vid. Brit, and For. Med. Chir. Rev. July, 1850, p. 54.) 

The treatment of this disease is generally simple, consisting of vene- 
section, scarification of the tongue, or incisions made parallel to the raphe, 
the introduction of ire into the mouth, and, if thf^ patient can «'A allovv, 
the adminislraiion of cailianics or laxatives. Emetics are hii^hly coui- 
mended by Dupoot, Huggi, Weltingins and others, in the earlier stages. 

iSouih&m Med. and Surg, Jour, 



INFLUCNCfS OF MATERNAL IMPRESSIONS ON THE F(ETU8. 

BY M. J. h'cORMACK, H.D. 

The first case I will allude to is that of a near relative (an uncle), who 
presents a very extraordinaiy mark all down his left thigh and leg, which 
(strange though it may seem is nevertheless true) is much more vivid and 
prominent durin» the summer season than at any other time. The appear- 
ance it then presents is that of a red currant-trro branch in full fruit ; the 
fruit beinc^ regularly raised and standin;:^ out of the cuticle, having a 
bruised appearanc*^ with thi? juice squirted all over the limb. Now, in 
connection with this is the circumstance of his mother, when not more than 
six weoks or two months prec/nant with him, bein«^ enga;;ed (a> llu; hidies 
of thai peiiod were in the liabit of being) in making some preserve from 
red currants ; and whilst in the act of squeezing the muslm bag containing 
the fruit, it burst and covered her whole face. Being a woman possessed 
of great presence of mind, and being also fully impressed with the preju- 
dices of that day, of the effect the mother's mina had on the chila, she, 
instead of putting her hand up to her face, at once passed it down the 
thigh and leg; at tin; time she did so she declared it was to prevent her 
offspring being dis5gured ; the result was as above described. I may 
limber add, that the party alluded to is now a very distinguished officer 
in H. M.*s navy, and I have myself often seen the appearance of the 
leg, which in summer is very slartlin<i;. 

The second one occurred with a much nearer relative, and I was my- 
self an eye-witness of the circumstance, and, I confess, watched its pro- 
bable result with great anxiety; it was one of the first thinf^s which has 
made nie hesitate in coming to any decision. Tiiis lady iiuppeoed (re- 
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sidini; at the lirne in a romotL' country dl'^trict of Ireland) to stiperin- 
tending one day the cutting up of some pi^rs inlonded for snlivi;:, and the 
man who was doing so heing by no nutans expert in his busineiis, she 
went over closer, to show him how she wished them to he done. Whilst 
at the table, where he was just then dividing the head of the animal with 
a cleaFer, a small portion of the brains was dashed over her forehead. 
She was about six weeks pregnant. She wiped her forehead; and 
though she let it dwell but little upon her mind, and any fears she mi<s;hl 
have felt having been dissipated by my assurance that no ill efitfct could 
happen to her child, yet when it was bom there was the most perfect 
mark of the scattered particles on thechthrs fori^head. She at once de- 
clared that, notwithstanding all that was said to her, she was certain thers 
would be the marks. They, however, l)ecame less and less observable as 
the boy grew up, and at this moment I believe are quite gone away. I 
might here also add, that she herself h\< half way down her neck the 
mo5t perfect resemblance of a ch<Try, which was dropped down her 
mother's back, in play, by her hintlier, when she was two months preg- 
nant with this lady. — London Lancet, 



EXTRACTION OP NEEDLP.8. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Sir, — You remark on page 44 of tlie pn >cnt volume of the Journal, 
Upon the difficulty and doubt connected with attempts to remove needJe$ 
from the flesh of those wounded by them, and in the main I fully ac- 
cord with tlie opinions advanced by you ; but I do vat think so lightly 
of the inconvenience likely to accroe from their remaining unrerooved. 
In your own case it seems the articulation of the thumb received some 
injury, and was in danger of greater. But 1 did not purpose to criticize 
your remarks or opinions, at this time, but merely to record the method 
pursued in a case that came under my observation but a few days since. 

Mr. C. sat upon a needle left in his chair by his little dauo;hter. and, 
without knowint^ his daui^er, after feeding his hnr<f\ sHjrprrf fioni the hay 
mow over a piece of timber that caught the ncedie, um\ pushed a part 
of it obliquely iipward and inward just at the lower marijin of the left 
gluteus maximus muscle. After submitting to severe manipulation at 
home for near an liuur, he walked two miles to see me. At 6rst no 
needle could be found, but by pressing the thumb and finger deep in the 
flesh I did find the locality of each end. Dr. Smith then took hold of 
the limb with his finger and thumb deeply imbedded therein, and held 
the wire in place while I cut down upon it. I found the external end at ' 
full an inch from the surface, and after trying repeatedly to withdraw it | 
with forceps, which would not grasp the wi>t and polished surface with 
sufficient finnness, I took my probe-pointed, bent fistula bistoury, and I 
passed that beneath, fixing the edge firmly under the need 1 1 near the ex* , 
ternal extrcnnity, and by slow guarded motion I succeeded in removing 
it. The portion extracted was about an inch long. What other instni- 
mont in the pocket case would have withdrawn the needle 'i 

Respectfully, hc.y 1 

Haierhurff, Vu^Fub. lAih, 1851. C. U. Cleavslanp, M.D i 

• I 
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THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SUKGICAL JOUKISAL. 

B08T0IC, F£BRUA&Y 26. 1861. 



EDlTUiilAL COliRESPONDENCE. 

0» the JUoer NUe — Tuetday, 26M.— Being compelled by contract to 

lay by 21 hour^ for the crew to bake bread, Girgeh was selected as the spot. 
Ten miles S.W. are the mighty ruins of Abydus, the ancient holy city, 
where lived Osiri*!, and Femrscs the qrcat, his son, rxccrdinjT^ly renowned 
in the history of ihe kings of this iiiyslir coiinlry. The temple :ind paKicc, 
w iih flat roofs, ronstructetl of enormously ]arf];e blocks of stone, the massive 
pillars within, now concealed within a few feet of their upper extremities, 
by sand, and the fresh, distinctly cut relief sculptures, excite the profoandest 
sensations. Human bones in frightful profusion were lying on the top of 
the ground, where tradition says was a cemetery of the most distinguished 
of the Ejjyptians, who were brought from a distance to be laid ncwr the holy 
body of Osiris. It being disrovercd that I was a hakeem, or doctor, my 
advice was inimediately sought by two individuals out of an a.-senibled 
village. I find fewer one-eyed persons in Upper Egypt, than in Lower. 
Those, however, who have voluntarily cut off one fore- finger at the second 
joint, of the right hand, and plucked out one or two front teeth, are as 
numerous as ever. I saw nearly all the inhabitants of a village on the very 
verge of the Libyan desert to-day, where the hot sun and driving hot sand 
would seem to produce ophthalmin, iftlio'-e combined influences ever do — 
but not a case v/as recognized ; whiic at Girgeh, a kind of mud city, with 
a population of some thousands, ten miles distant, that scourge was found 
Is be exceedingly common. 

Wedneiday, Nop* 27M.^To^ay nothing has occurred in the way of 
dgbt-seeing. There was scarcely any wind ; consequently domestic affairs, 
VMiding, writing up journals, and feeding the stock of poultry, have been 
tho prinf^ipr^l emplovm^^nt". Nothing in the general aspect 01 the country 
dillers from the river scenery of yesterday. 

Farshoot^ Thursday, Nuv.^Sth, — Little worth recording. An occasional 
new plant appears; more mounds, the sites of great towns and cities. To- 
day we have passed an hour in examining a sugar manufactory belonging 
to Achmet Bey, the largest and last of the kind on the Nile, and a very 
extensive establishment, turning off for market, annually, 2,400,000 lbs. of 
loaf sugar, which is carried to Italy and Constantinople, when not sold at 
Cairo and Alexandria. Five hundred persons are employed in the works. 
The fuel used for all the steam engines is grass — a long, coarse kind called 
hel/ar^ growing on the river banks and occasionally in fields set apart foi 
its cuhare. A perpetual string of camels, laden with it, are arriving through 
the day — a piastre, or five cents, being paid for every two quintals. Fire 
consumes it almost instantly. The piles of animal hones, particularly of 
horses, used in the process of sugar making, are immense. The first 
thought that occnn:, is, are animaU reproduced fast enough to meet ihi» 
enormous demond thus made ? 

Friday, Nov. 29M. — The Mahometan Sabbath, but no day of rest to 
Mahometans. They never, so far as I can discover, desist from labor on 
Friday; but those who can, conveniemly, go to the mosque to oflfer their 
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prayers, and injmediatply return lo their ordinary pursuits. Since yester- 
day, no progress worth mentioning has been made up the stream — the 
wind having failed ; and the hot sun poured its rays so directly down, that 
ibr many boon in the middle of the day nothing was done but look at the 
rock embankments which nature has placed between the river and the 
desert. The morning was stinging cold ; yet cottoOi sugar cane, and 
tropical fauna abound, and crocodiles bask on the warmest sides of the low 
mud banks. 

Saturday, Nop. 20th. — Last nin:hl the Rcis came to for the night at Fou, 
against our wishes, and in vioiauoa of a written contract. We appealed to 
it, but could not read his native language, nor eoold he translate Arabic, 
and both parties agreed to refer the matter to some one who could. A man 
was sent for at the village, who pronounced the characters so badly execut- 
ed tliat he could not decipher them — and consequently the Reis carried 
his point, Wp shall look into the busines? at Cairo. At the village there 
was consulerabtc cxciietiieiu — the performance of a troop of danciiii; girls 
—two of whom I think were East Indians. They were gaily bedecked in 
silk robes, beads, silver jingling trinkets about the waist, and Egyptian 
gold coins pendant from the forehead. The music was unique. An 
old man had a kind of miniature banjo, with two horse-bair strings which 
were operated upon by a bow, like a tenor viol. A skin strained over the 
mouth of an earthen pot, thumped upon by the fi?t, a nide tambourine, 
accompanied the first, to the bewitching melody of which the i;irls danced 
most vigorously, occasionally singing with much energy. Their dancing 
performaace coasisted in giving an extraordinary vibratory motion to the 
body, between the two <ixed poiots of the head and feet The spine acta* 
ally quivered in a manner that perplexed me in regard to the action of the 
great muscles, which are rarely educated to act beyond supporting the up- 
right po'sition of the trunk. Like strolling players in England and America, 
these performers travel frotn village to village, pickini:^ up a precarious sub- 
sistence by the exercise ol ili-'ir vnfrrnnt profe^suHi. They take a fee in 
grain, bread, tobacco, beans, «kc., Hassan informs roe, as the country people 
have no money to S|Mire for entertainments. Occasional lizards, one smdl 
snake, crocodiles, wild geese, Egyptian beetles (once sacred), the fruit of 
the doume palm, melons, the ibis, and a drove of cattle from Dongola, to* 
gethcr with a scorching sun, have to-day successively reminded us of being 
m the Thebiad. Ruins are near Dendera, only two miles distant. From 
one of the edifices of that once renowned but now forsaken cit}', the famous 
Zodiac was taken which i examined at the bibiioiheca, in Paris, some 
months since. 

Monday, Dec, Itt. — I have examined in detail all the magnificent ruios of 
Dendera. Justice has not been done them by travellers, probably because 
they were constructed only a short time before the Christian era com*. 

menced. They are gigantic, elaborately finished within, and imposing, 
too, beyond any architectural structures we have seen in Egypt of this 
class. Every wall and pillar, ceiling overhead, and even the stairways and 
secret passages through which a crafty priesthood &ped their way from one 
part of the intricate <^fice to the other, are completely covered by biero- 
glyphical raised figures. So it is outside, from the ground to the architrave* 
some being over 12. ft. high, while others are scarcely half an inch. Over the 
door of entrance to the holy of holies, a little owl was perched as I entered. 
Through this tloor, the high religious functionaries once entert d, alone, to 
consult the cuugregation of Egyptians gods in conclave assembled. Here 
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10 iu '^rcn n relief view of Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt — it I rinir oxcculed 
while &he was living, and therefore presumed to hear some resemblance lo 
thai extraorilinary woman. vShe is represented as holding her i^on, by 
Julius Csnar, on her knees. 



LegUlaiice Enactme/Us to regulate the Fractice of Medkine. — There is 
perliaps no one of the sciences which suffers so much from the innova- 
tions of ignorant and unlettered impostors, as that of medicine. Not* 
withstaDdiog it is one of the most important of them a]l» and though these 

innovations are so well known, there has never been enacted, in the dif- 
ferent States, laws adequate lo prevent the mischief. Were it not for the 
native disposition of our people lo he greatly imposed npon, so far as the 
treatment of disease is concerned, legislation would be unnecessary ; but 
sioce the majority are ever ready to believe in any one who styles him- 
self a doctor, witnout regard lo qualification, it is quite time that suitable 
measures should be adopted to protect the community from imposition. 
We consider it quite as important for legislators to impose restrictions on 
the practice of medicine, it is acknowloged to be for them to interfere 
in other matters where the- liealth and lives of the pc ople are concerned. 
If ignorant, unqualified men are to be allowed to iraiilck in drugs, or to 
treat the sick, they should be designated by their dress, or otherwise, that 
those who employ them may know they are not licensed by the State or 
any authorized in^^tiiution. We have residing in this city some forty or 
fifty irregular practitioners, whose only claim upon the people for patron* 
n:»e and support is their own boasting of marvfdlons .skil! in treating' dis- 
ease. It is probable tbat all of tbem are better remunerated for their ser- 
vices, than the averag^e of scientific physicians; and from a reliable source 
we have been informed that many of them receive from $6000 to $18,000 
per year from their practice. In addition to the resident quacks, there are 
those from other cities who make monthly, quarterly or annual visits, to 
oar city, putting up at the most fashionable hotels. The arrival of these 
ffisiinq'uishcd individuals is proclaimed by heralds, and by newspapers 
which have been previously paid for the purpose. For sr^ne days pre- 
vious to their arrival, may be seen in the public papers something like 
the following — " We understand that the celebrated Dr. A , from 

B , is expected to arrive in our city in the course of a week, and 
will take rooms at the C Hotel for a few days. It will afford our 

invalid friends an excellent opportunity of consulting one of the greatut 
doctors of the age. Due notice will be given of his arrival." As there 
are many who believe all that is put into the new.«pnpers, they will of 
course avail themselves of every hint that is piven them abnnt consulting 
such a celebrate li doctor. When he arrives, he finds his apartments hlled 
with invalids, irom the city and surrounding districts; indeed, the rooms 
of such are thronged with visiters from morning till nigbt, eager to have 
an opportunity of getting advice and mtdkine* One of t^^ese pseudo*doc* 
tors told a friend of ours, that his net receipts, on one of these expedi- 
tions of six or eijrht weeks from city to city, would amount to ten thousand 
dollars. We think it must be apparent to all, that the success which at- 
tends ihe operations of these impostors, does not depend on their qualifica- 
tions, or their wonderful sagacity in distinguishing one disease from an* 
other, or even in treating disease properly and successfully. The unob- 
trusive and educated physician, who, if any one, Is prepared to do this, is 



Digitized by Google 



64 



Medical hUeUigencc 



put entirely into the shade by the boasting of fuch charlatans. In view 
of the un))aralleled success which attends the financial operations of then 
qnaeks, what indttceaient is offered the young educated phytician h 
proeecuiing his rcsearchea into the phenomena of disease? Is there iny 
reward fur being honest in medical practice* save that of the ciMiscious- 
ncs8 of doing- ono's whole duly to his fellow man? Is not science hooted 
at, and does not the younj]: aspirant for medical knowlcdLTc often see the 
preference given to the charlatan, and himself forced to live on a hurable 
pittance, while the other revels in luxury, and accumulates a fortune! 
Thi» is not a fancy sketch, but, alas ! too true ; and the Tery ones whs 
lend their aid in supporting the quack, cannot but exckim with us that it 
is a Kcrious evil, and one that should be remedied. The question of 
remedy for thin evil has been so lonjr and thorousrhly discussed, and that, 
too, without any jiood resuhini; from it, that it would seem to be idle to 
say more, or to devise any plan for the purpose. In this rcpublicnn coun- 
tnr, it has not been thought e:£pedient to restrain any one in the practice 
of medicine ; lo enact a law to this effect, would he supposed to mititsis 
against the Itberttes of the people. Yet we think our legislatures mtglit 
do something iliat would serve more plainly to distinguish those who 
practise medicine without a license from those who have one ; nnd we 
hope the General Court of Mas5achuseits may, in it? wisdom, 5ee the pro- 
priety and importance of such a step, and soon act in the matter. 



Massachusetts State Prison. — We are under obligations to Dr. J.W. Be- 
mis, Physician to the Massachusetts State Prison, for documents relating 
to it for the year 1850. Coriiiidering the crowded condiliou of the Prison, 
we should think it quite healthy, the mortality the past year being little 
over one percent. Of the six deaths the past yeaT,Jiee were from coo* 
sumption, which speaks, in language too plain to be misunderstood, the 
effects of cold prison walls upon those previously diseased, or predisposed 
to pulmonary affections. Diseases of the hfuvtds seem to be the mof^t com* 
mon difficulty with those confined in our State penitentiaries— laui^ed. 
no doubt, by improper diet. From tolerable good nulhoritv, we have 
been informed that the beef often used in the Charle&lown Prison is of 
the poorest quality, and that in the warm season of the year it is so taiol* 
ed as to he unwholesome food for human heings. The moslv and the 
bread are also said to be unsuitable diet for any one, and particularly in the 
summer. We have been told that the majority of the prisoners leave 
a larire proportion of ilic bread and mush which is allotted th- tn, hunger 
alone cofiipelHng them to eat of it at all; and that these leavio*^* of bread 
and niu^h, amounting to considerable in the course of the day, are ilie per* 
quisites of the hogs kept in the precincts of the prison. Is this as it 
should be ? If we have been misinformed in this matter, we shall rejoiee 
in being set right. The Physician, in bis report of the condition of the 
convicts, says, "Of the kind of diseases which have prevailed, I am not 
aware of anything peculiar in their character, as differing from those 
which have occurred in 'h^^ community nt large. Diarrhoea has always 
been somewhat more noticeable here in the summer months, than without 
the prison walls, but has yielded readily to remedies and change of dteiJ* 



Trial of a Regular Physician for ConvscUinc^ tnf/i Jluinaopaths. — In 
the Syracuse (N. Y.) Standard, we find a report of the trial of Dr. liiram 
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Hoyt, of that city, as it took place before the Onf)ndn^a Medical Society, 
on the 29lh ult. Several charges were brou*;lit ngaiust Dr. H., liie one of 
most general interest being that of consiuhiog, in a surgical case, with two 
homoeopathic physicians. That oar readers may understand someiliing of 
the nature of the case, we give a portion of Dr. Hoyt*s defence, in which 
he expresses his views in an opeUf siraight-forward manner. The charges 
Against him were not sustained. 

'•Dr. Hoyt said, as to his conncclion with Homoropathists — Dfs. Loomis 
and Kichardson — he would merely say, that he was called nenr Briili^i'porl 
to amputate a leg; that when all was ready, with the knife in hia hand, 
those gentlemen came in, and he had no time to kick them out of doors, 
eren if he had had the disposition. He would say then, that he had al> 
ways chosen his help in Surgery, and that he always should. He had not 
consulted with Drs. Loomis and Richardson, or nny other Homcrnpathisls, 
in the practice of Mrdicine. He could not do so. He did not a^Tee with 
ihem in Them [icutirs. It was therefore inlpos^;ihIe to counsel with lliem. 
He always told ihem so lo their face, and the reason why. But in all mat- 
ters relating to Surgery, Anatomy and Pathology, he of course agreed 
vith them in the main, and he would in those departments of Medicine as 
readily avail himself of the assistance of a HomcDopathist as of a person of 
any other school. In this he desired to be distinctly understood. In all 
respects in which he agreed with Homceopalhist:^ he should counsel with 
them, and accord them respect, as freely as to those ol what nii;;hl by 
way of distinction be termed hio own school ; and in points where his 
principles differed from them, he should not, because he could not, counsel 
or consult vrith them. This was his position, plainly and explicitly stated, 
atid it was one which would never be disturbed by any vote or views of 
that Society, and would never be changed except by the conclusions of his 
own mind.*' 



Butler Hospital for the Insane. — The reports of the trusiecs and super- 
intendent of the Butler Hospital for the Insane has been sent us. It ap- 
pears that there have been admitted, during the past year, 73 puiicnis, 
which with the 107 in the Hospital at the beginning of the year, make 
180 under treatment. There have been discharged during the year 67, 
nineteen of which had fully recovered, S7 improved, 6 unimproved* and 
16 died. The institution seems to be in a prosperous condition, and under 
ibc fosterincr care of its able superintendent, Dr. Rny, will doubtless so 
continue. We conjorratulate our Rhode Island friends upon the success 
which has attended the establishment of this institution. 



Tfistitution for the Education of Idiots, — Perhaps it may not be known 
to all our readers, that there is an institution in this Stale for ihe education 
nf idiots, imbeciles, and children of retarded development ol inind. It is a 
private institution, which was started a few years since in Barre, by Dr. H. 
B. Wilbar ; and from the circular which we have received, we should 
indga that it is in a highly proaperous condition. It is a pleasant yet 
onerous task, to instruct those who are born without the proper develop* 
fnent of intellect. To see that our labors ore attended wiili the jjrealesl 
!)enefiis to liiem, richly repays us for nil the efforts expended. That the 
iiinds of those who have l)een considered idiots, mav be cultivated, there 
:aQ be no duubt, fur the cases detailed by Dr. Wilbur furnish sufficient 
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evidence of the fact What a relief it matt be to the parents of aueh n* 
fortunate chiiden, to know that their ofispring can be placed in each aa 
institution, their bodily wants properlv cared for, and with a reasonable 

hope that they may be so far recovered, as to return to them, able, physi- 
cally, to lake care of themselves. We hope Dr. Wilbur may succeed in 
his philanthropic undertaking, and we take pleasure in recommending hu 
institution to tUubc who may have children requiring his services. 



Massachusetts State Record., 1851. — ^We are under obligations to Bir. 
French, the publisher, for this exceedingly useful book. Much that is im- 
portant to physicians may be found in it. Wc would most respectfully 
suggest to the compiler, tiie propriety, in his next issue, of separating tlie 
names of quack dociors from ihose of the regular physicians in the Slate, 
or to exclude them entirely from the Record. The Secretaries of the Mas- 
sachusetts Medical Society wiU be pleased, no doubt, to furnish him, at 
any time, with a perfect list of its fellows, which would make his Re- 
cord more perfect. 



The Rochester Rappings. — Probably there arc but few of our readers 
who have not heard or read much of late respecting- certain mysterious 
noises said to be produced in various places, and which have obtained the 
above appellation from having been first heard in Rochester, N. Y. Drs. 
Flint, Lee and Coventry, of ue Bufialo Medical College, having had aa 
opportunity of examining two individuals connected with the productioa 
of these sounds, have come to the conclusion that they are produced by a 
partial dislocation and crackins" of the knee-joint?. From a report madf* 
by them, we copy the following. Ol the probable correctness of the ex- 
planutiui) given, we are unable to form ua opinion. 

*' Without entering at this time into a very minute anatomical aad phy- 
siological explanation, it is sufficient to suite that the muscles inserted ints 
the upper and inner side of the large bone of the leg (the tibia) near the 
knee*joint, are brought into action so as to move the upper surface of the 
hone just named hiterally upon the lower surface of the thigh bone (ihe 
femur), giviii^r rise, in fact, lo a partial lateral dislocatiou. This is effected 
by an act of the will, wiliiout any obvious movement of the limb, occasion- 
ing a loud noise, and the return of the bone to its place is attended by a 
second sound. Most of the Rochester rappings are abo double. It is 
practicable, however, to produce a single sound by moving the bone oat 
of place with the requisite quickness and force, and allowing it to slide 
slowly back, in wliich case it is noiselc.-?. 

"The vi.siblo vibrations of articles in the room situated near tbc opera- 
tor, occur if tbc limb or any portion of the body is in contact with them at 
the time the sounds are produced. The force of the semi-dislocatiou ot 
the bone is sufficient to occasion distinct jarrings of doors, tables, dec., if 
in contact. The intensity of the sound may bo varied in proportion to the 
force of the muscular contractions, and this will render the apparent source 
of the rappings more or less distant." 



Ihath of Dr, Charles W, Wilder, — Another physician of high standiaf 
in his profession, and who has occupied many situations of trust and honor 
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in Massachusetts, has recently departed. Dr. Wilder died at Leominster, 
after an illness of a few days, a little more than 60 years of age. He 
WW for some time President of the Worcester District Medical Society, 
before which, in 1843, he delivered an ahle dissertation on pulmonary con- 
sumptioQ. He has represented his town in the Legislature for a num« 
ber of years. He has also been a director of the Fitchburg Bank from 
the commencement of this institution, nearly twenty years ; and he was 
the first president of the Fitchburg and Worcester Railroad Company, 
which mainly owes its existence to his strenuous and untiring efforts, and 
since his resignation of that oifice has held the post of director. One of 
his mosi striking characteristics, as is justly remarked by a writer in the 
Fitchburg Sentinel, " wan his untiring energy and industry— e\*ery mo- 
ment was usefully occupied — and it was a combination of these qualities, 
with a shrewd sagacity, that raised him from obscurity and poverty . to a 
position of high respectability and usefulness. In the final disposition 
which he made of his properly, he strikitiifly displayed the blended benevo- 
lence and thouffhifulness that distinguished him, by the liberal bequest of 
twenty thousand dollars to the Mass. General Hospital, for free beds." 

EMr*Pm ExiraeUd from th^ Arm, — ^The following, from the London 
Lancet, has some connection with a subject treated of by a conespondent 
ia a previous page* It is by W. 6. Davis, Surgeon. 

"About ten vears ago. during my residence with a general practitioner 
in London, a man presented himself at the surgery, to have his arm ex- 
amined, having sufiored some lime fidm a pricking sensation in it. The 
exteroal skin was perfectlv sound. On examination, a foreign body could 
be detected under the suriace, just above the insertion of the deltoid. My 
friend cot down upon it, and the fiiU halfot a iooman*s hair-pin was ex- 
tracted aAer some little trouble, in consequence of the half-arch forming a 
kind of barb. Your readers may smile, but I say a woman's hair-ph}, be- 
cause this was the conclusion arrived at, at a conclave of surgeons and 
ladies. The man himself was greatly astonished. I perfectly recollect 
cross-examining him carefully ; that he was a very straight-forward fellow, 
but could not account for it, either by occupation or accident. It may tempt 
some of your readers, perchance, to speculate on its arrival there ; all that 
1 can say, is my belief in Hamlet*8 declaration, — 

* There are more ihin^s in heaven and eailh, 
Than are dreampt of in my philosophy.' " 

A District Medical Society has been formed in Middlesex county, Mass.^ 
sod the officers chosen for the first year. 

M4 RKi BOr^ Faiibavcn, Dr. William BtM, oTllldiilclNiiy, Vl, to Min EBsabelli Ahraod, of 
IhsDr-Ia Orange, Ump., Ik. Pailey Bwtoa, aged 8I/-AI Soolh BoMoo, A. Soatlwrd, ILD. 



Dtailu in Hostntt—iot ihe week «ndiiie Saturday nooo, Feb 70.'Males, 36— rcmalen. Si. 
Apoplexy, I— diseaae of ihe bow^, I— diaeaae of the brain, S-^n. I— comamptkm, H coi h 

roUion*, 2 — catik»'r. I — croup. 1 — ^ImwiuMl, 1 — dropsy, 1— <Iropsy of the hr;iin, h — tiebilily, I— 

fever, I — lyphus fever, I — typhoid li;vcr, I — lung fever, 3— brain fever, I — lioopiiijEj rough, dis- 

Mve of ihe heart, 1— hemorrhage, I — infantile, 7— <liseasc of ibe liidjicys, I— iii{]ammaUon of tlie 

I— neaslea, 8— old ago, 1— pabjr, S— ploorisy, 1— puerporal, S-^smallpox, 2— tumor, 1— 
■wen, I. 

L'mler 5 vears, 3,1 — U tween 5 and 20 years. 8 — between 20 and 1/) years, 11— l>elween 40 and 
w yean, 1 1— ovex 60 yean, 7. Araericaas, 38 j foraignen and childrai of fofeigam, 32. 
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The Mcr€it tfMtikim, — ^We copy the following teniibfenniarks fm 
tW Yankee Blade, a newspaper of this city, and seriously wish tliat itt 

cotemporaries would occasionally speak to their readers in the same style. 
Should they do so, quackery in medicine miVht lose somelbing of the 
moral influence which is given it by the newspaper press. 

"The proprietor of a patent medicine expresses, through one of our 
city papers, his astonishment and horror at the * suicidal course of the 
sick ' in neglecting to take his Uaiverwl Vegetable FamOv Pills. Qf 
soarsethis exhibition of feeling, on his part, is very proper, and the subject 
opens up a new field for the moralist. In how nr do the sick become 
parties to their own deaths, or in how much are thoy impliratrd in the 
crime of suicide by refusing to take patent, commonly termed quack, 
medicines? We can fancy the feelings of a high-ininded, conf^cieniious 
and sympathizing quack, lie witnes^ses the inlaiuuiioii of sick persons, 
who (witn money in their pockets) lefuse or neglect to avail themselves 
of the remedies he offers tnem, guaranteeing a cure if his directions aie 
followed. How lively roust be his sense of the awful guilt they incur by 
permittinqf disease to ravng-e their frames, when he offers them pills or bit- 
ters at a dollar the box or bottle ! The quacks will find sonip nllevial on 
of the sorrow with which they regard the blood-guiltiness ol those who 
refuse to be healed, in the reflection that this branch ol medical jurispru- 
dence has been hitherto entirely neglected, and that the moral sense of the 
community has never been properly enlightened upon the subject. We 
would suggest to Dr. Brandreth, or *Old Jacob Townsend/ the propriety 
of tbeir directing the attention of Professor Wayland to this matter, so that 
to his next edinon of the 'Limitation of Human Responsibility* may be 
adder! a chapter upon the rfsponsibility of sick persons who refuse to hwf 
medicines — a responsibility which, in the view of patent mediciue vendeiSi 
is only limited by the resources of the patient's pocket. 



Registrathn Laws, — At the late meeting of the New York State Medi- 
cal SocietVt in Albany, the following important resoltttions were ofleredby 

Dr. Tuthill, of Sufibfk Co., and adopted : — 

Besolrcd, That a system of registration of births, deaths and marriages 
is important a? a means of preserving the lineage of freemen, of regulat* 
ing the bequest and d ;s *<»rit of property, of determining the just rate? 
of life insurance premiums and the value of annuities, but most of all, 
of furnishing the data from which may be deduced the causes that may 
promote longevity and afford during life a greater immunity from di^ 
ease, and a knowledge of the laws that govern the waste of human life. 

Resohed, That in the opinion of thie Society no modification of the 
present registry law is desirable which does not provide for the registra- 
tion of births, marriages and deaths, with the imme, $ex»oge, occupation 
and disease of the persons dying. 

Hesoloedf That the committee having charge of the resolution con- 
eerning interments in cities be requested to confer with the select cam* 
siittee of the Assembly on this subject, and to represent to the Legislatnra 
these views. 



Cantharidine Oinfment, — This may bo prepared by rubbing together 
equal piris of the ethereal solution and lard or mutton suet. Frictions 
made wuh this ointment induce vesication in a few hours. It is much used 
In Prussia. — SmUktm Mtd. and Surg. Jour, 
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RE?ORT OF TUe SANIT-ARY COMMISSION OF MASSACHUSeTTS. 
tC»inmaiil«ated fbr tli* Boat on Mediciil and Surgical Jomal.] 

We have lookrd lonrr and canir^ily for iliis n-port, and are glad to see 
it Jiow. The subjrri of a sanitary survey of the Slate has been for some 
years in agitation by tlic friends of the measure. They have labored 
zealously and hopefully, in the confidence, that, sooner or later, some plni 
would be adopted by public authority for ascertaming the sanitaiy condi- 
tion of the people. 

This jproject originated, in this country, with the American Statistical 
Association, in 1S47. After mature consideration, they prepared a me- 
morial, setting forth the need of a sanitaiy survey, and the advantages 
that might flow from the measure. This memorial ma presented to the 
Legislature in 1948, and was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 
Thfre the petitioners had an opportunity of hoins; heard ; but as the 
subject, however familiar and hnportant to those who had given it much 
attention, was new to the Legislature and the people, it was therefore 
thought advisable to print a !ann> edition of the memorial, for the use of 
LVKlritors and for ireneral dlstriimtioii throii'di the State, and then to re- 
for ilu! whole uKiit. r to the next General Court. In the meantime 
the arguments and the facts of the petitioners could be read and fflta* 
mined by the people, and their representatives, in another year, would 
be prepared to nye the matter an intelligent and probably a fiivorable 
oonsideratbn. Thb memorial was printed as House I>ocument No. 16 
fcr 1848. 

In :\Tay, 1848, this subject was proposed to the Massachusetts Medi- 
cal Society. They referred it to the Counselbis, who at their next meet- 
ing thought it a matter of importance, and prepared a petition to the 
government to adopt the proposed measure. The memorial of the Coun- 
?^^llnrs was presented to the Legislature in 1849. The House of Rep- 
rpseiitnti\ ('s ref -m'd thi- anrl the former memorial of the Statistical .\sso- 
ciatioii lo a ^' lect conunitlee, who, after "^ivino^ the friends of the measure 
ii patient heariu^^, advised that a laroe edition of lx)th memorials be print- 
ed. This was done, and they form House Document No. 66 of 1849. 

• R«port of a Cvoneml PInn for the promoftcni of Pobric and Private H«»alih •, dcvwed, pre- 

Kired Riul rernmmcnded by the Commi'*'«i<jeic'r'« appointed uri'liT a Rc<<nlve of ihc Lcgislntnr*' nf 
a^nchu»('it», relating lo a Sauitarj- Survey of (be Stale. i'rc:>cate<i Aprii 25, 1850. UcUvo, 
Vf^Hk Boston, DatioB 4& W«iii«rorib, State Prialen. 

5 
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At the very end, the last day but one of the seaskm, a resolve was 
passed, authorizing the Governor " to appoint three persons to be com- 
missioners to prepare and report to the nest General Court a plan for a 
sanitary survey of the State, embrajcing a statement of such facts and 

sufjirestions a«? they mny dmn proper to ilhistrate the suhjpf*t/' Five 
hundred dollars was appropriat«Ml lo pay the rnnirnissioners tor their 
tiniL> and travel, at tlie same rate as is paid to the members of the 
Let{islaiure. 

The Governor appointed Ijemuel Sliattuck, Esq., of Boston : Dr. 
Jehiel Abbott, of Westfichi ; and Nath. P. Banks, Esq., of VValihain, as 
the commissioners. The principal burden of iiiaking this inquiry and of 
writing the report fell upon the chairman. Their report was finished m 
1850, and presented then to the Legislature, and by that body ordered 
to be printed. And now, in 1851 , the report b printcMl and ofiered to the 
p.-esent General Court for thdr adoption. This is the fourth L^isla> 
ture that has had this matter under consideration ; and it is for them to 
say whether the government of this intelligent Commonwealth shall take 
as much pains to ascertain the sanitary condition and circumstances of 
the people, as the aristocratic and monarchical governments of England 
and France have already takiMi to li-arn the health of their subject?. 

The plan of this commission fj^ovs beyond that of the ori^innl pro- 
jectors of the measure. They ])rnj)os('d that the government .should, 
through some officer or commi>-iuii, cause an invesligalion to be made 
of tlie present sanitary condition of the ptuplf, to learn whether there 
are anv differences of health and life in different situations and classes 
of society ; and, if such should be found, to ascertain the circumstances 
and conditions that accompany these differences, and whether they are 
removable. 

It was supposed that, when this survey should be made and the ftcts 
published, other measures would be suggested and demanded by the peo> 
pie and adopted by the government, for the removal of evils discovered 
to exist, for the protection of the life and health, and lor securing the best 
sanitary condition of the people of this Scate^ They supposed this would 
be a work of gradual growth. They were willing to limit their first re- 
quests to small heLnnnin^s, the mere preliminary intjuiry, for they thoucrhl 
not only that was all that the Legislature and people were then 
prepared to undertake, but that, out of the information Uius o}»!n!ned, 
reasons and arguments would be found for an efficient plan of removing 
and j)reventing the evils w hit ii would he discovered, and then a ( oni- 
plete and well-adapted sanitary police would be ultimately organized anti 
estabhsbed throughout the State. But our commission thought otherwise, 
and have entered at once into all the length and breadth of sanitary or- 
ganization and reform, and propose that the people grasp the whole mat- 
ter in the beginnmg, and put it immediately into operation. 

The plan of the commission proposes a new and thoroudi sanitary 
organization of the whole State. They propose the repeal of ail the 
* laws now in existence respecting health, and the establishment of an en- 
tirely new and a complete code wliich shall suit the present wants of the 
peo;)]e. mef t all the exigences of the present time, and provide for the 
security of the future. 
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We should be gM to pabllsh the whole of this kw. We desiie 
that our readers and all the people of this Commonwealth should see 
and understand this complete plan of piovidiog for and protecting public 
health by legislation. But we have not room for the whole, and we 
must be content witli giving an abstract of its principles and most im- 
portanf details, referring our readers to the report Itself, which we trust 
will be found in tlie hands of the public autlioriiles and of the physicians 
of all the towns and cities, and accessil)]* to every citizen of the State. 

The proposed law provides for the lulldwinfj purposes. 

The establishment of a General Board of Health for tlie whole Stale, 
and of Local Boards of Health in each u and oil) . The General Board 
of Health is to consist of seven persons, appointed by ilie Governor and 
Council, together with the Governor and oecretaiy oi the Board of £du- 
cadon, who shall be ex-ofiicio members. 

The Local Boards of Health are to consist of three, five or seven mem* 
faeis, to he appointed by the Selocunen of the towns and the Mayor and 
Aldermen of cities, together with the Chairman of the Selectmen or 
the Mayor, and the Town or City Clerk, or the Ref^trar, if there be one, 
who shall be ex-ofUcio members. 

The appointed members of these boards of health are to be somewhat 
permanent. Rarh one after the first is to hold his office as many years 
as there are members appointed. One is to go out every year, and his 
place filled by re-appointnient or by another. Thus the boards may ev^ 
be renewed in part, but never suddenly changed. 

The law does not specify the cumposition of the General Board, but 
iu another part of the Report the Ck)mnussion say :— 

" We reconmiend, that tlie Board, as far as practicable, be composed of 
two physicians, one counsellor at law, one chemist or natural philosopher, 
one civu engineer, and two persons of other pcolessioiis or occupations ; 
all properly qualified for the office by thdr talents, their education, thdr 
experience and their wisdom.'' The law provides that the General 
Board appoint a Secretary, who shall be the principal executive officer. 
The duties of the Board are, 

To superintend the execution of the sanitary laws of the State. 

To consider and decide upon sanitary questions submitted to them by 
the State, cities, towns and local boards. 

To advise a'^ to location and arrangement of public buildings, and the 
sanitary regulations of public institutions. 

To visit public charitable institutions. 

To instruct the local boards as to their powers and duties. 

Tu superintend tlie decennial census, and pi tpare the reports. 

To report annually to the Legislature the history of their doings and 
of the sanitaiy condition of the State, with such suggestions as may be 
for the public benefit. 

They may expend fifty dollars a year in books relating to sanitary 
matters, for their use and for that of their successors in office. 

The labor of these duties is to come principally on the Secretary. He 
is to superintend the registration of births, marriages and deaths, and pre- 
pare the annual report, which is now done in the office of the Secretary 
of State. 
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He is to sugeiiDtend the decennial enumeration of the people, and 
prepare the tabfes and report. 
He is Id make a sanitary sunrey of any town or district of the State, 

when directed l)y the Boara. 

He b to collect the reports fcoin the several cities and towns, and digest 
the facts and suggestions which are in them, and those which he may 
obtain from other sources, into one report, which he shall annually pie- 
pare for the lioard. 

Ho is to dirtliso, as much as possible, through th(^ Stato, all the infor- 
mation he ("AU obtain. " to tlie end that the laws of health and life imy 
be belter untlL-rslooij, the causes of disease ascertaiii»>d and removed, tlie 
length of human life extended, the vital force and productive power m- 
ereased, and tlie greatest amoimt of physical improvement and happmess 
attained and enjoyed." 

For these purposes, the report recommends, that the Secretary be a 
man of talent, learning and tact, and have great strength of character. 

He should know what to do, and how to do it ; what information to 
obtam, and how to obtiun it. He should be thoroughly educated in the 
science of public health, and the causes and prevention of disease ; and 
be capable of arranging, analyzing, abstracting, combining and puldisb- 
tng, the facts that may be collected, with proper deductions and conclu- 
sions from them, in such form as will be most useful to science and con- 
tribute most to the improvement of practical life." He shoidd devote 
his \\ fiole time and energies to the v^ork, and for this he should receive t 
corn])! t«Mit rewnrd. 

TJie law requires lliat tlie Iy^)cal Hoards of Health execute all llm saiii- 
tar}' laws of the State, and the mles and ordei-s of the G( neral 13v3;ird, 
and "endeavor, as far as practicable, to prevent disease and save life, by 
removing the causes of disease and mortality." The Local Board shall 
appoint one of their number as Secretary ; ** and if need be, another to 
be Medical Health Officer and another to be Surveyor." They may 
expend a limited amount of money, according to the population of tm 
city or town, in the purchase of sanitary works. The medical health 
officer is to ascertain the eidstence, locality, circumstances, and probable 
causes of sickness, and especially of epidemic or contagious diseases, 
and call public attention to nuisances, and all other matters, circum- 
stances and habits that militate with public h( alth, and make report of 
all these facts and opinions to the T/vnl Board. 

The surveyor is required to prepare for tlie use of the hoard a map 
of the town or any part of it, sltowin^j the location and grades of roads 
and streets, natural and artificial j>onds, and all pLaces which may be 
suspected to be the sources of miasms ; and make all investigations as to 
localities which the board may re(juire. 

The Local Boards may make rules—* 

" For ascertainmg the causes of death, the prevaDing diseases and 
iheir atmospheric, local or personal causes ; die amount and kmd of sick* 
ness in different secrions and classes of people.*' 

For preventing or mitigatinrr disease. 

hat the relief of persons afflicted or threatened with disease* 

For vaccination of the inhabitants. 
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''For lanovbg, destroying or preventing nunanccs.'^ 

'* For restoriiig or removing persons or articles mfected vhh snutllpoK 
or other contagious disease." 

For establishing hospitals for contagious or malignant diseases. 

For establishing sewerage and drainage, and the lemoTal of oflal, &c* 

For purifying vessels, buildings and places dangerous to health. 

For regulating the location or exclusion of pigsties, slaughter-houses, 
chemical works, and any employmrnt danf^oroii?^ to health." 

For warming and vontilatinfi: j^rliool-hoiiscs and other public buildinf^s^ 
and prcireDtiiig evils aiisiiig from crowded lodging houses, and ceiiar 
dwellings. 

For preventinfif the sale of unwholesome^ iiK)d or drink. 

" For preventing or niiijfintiiig the sanitary ev ils arising fmm the sale of 
intoxicating liquors, and liuni haunts of dissipation." 

For the management of cemeteries and burials. 

For the redstration of births, marriages and deaths. ' 

The Board of Healtii of anf town may establish quarantme. 

Magistrates and other officers, and all citizens, are required to aid b 
executing the sanitaiy rules and laws. Sheriffi, marshals and constables 
arc required especially to remove or destroy articles dangerous to public 
health ; to remove persons or articles infected with contagion ; to break 
open and enter, in the day-time, any house, or otlier building or phuse 
containing any person or article infected with 5;nial!pox,or any dangerous 
nuisance ; and to impress bouses, attendants and other necessaries for 
the sick. 

Whenever any one is sick of smallpox or other contac^ious or malig- 
nant disease, the household i or the attending physician must give notice 
ther-'of to the T/Ocal Boai<l. 

The owners of infected houses or articles must pa^ for the cleansing 
or the removal. But tlie town must pay for the services of officers and 
assistants, «id for houses, and articles taken for the use of the sick. * 

The Local Board shall give notice to the Genml Board of the exist- 
ence of any epidemic or contagious disease, and then the General Board 
shall adopt measures for mitigation or prevention. 

'' Any one injured, either in his comfort or in the enjoyment of bis 
estate, by any nuisance, may have an action on the case for the damages 
sustained thereby." 

Tlie plan of sanitary orc^nnization and police propo'^ed in this law is 
complete and eff etive, and if adopted will meet the sanitary want*? and 
condition«^ of the peoj)i(\ and provide against sanitary evib that may 
oiherAvise appear in time to come. 

This law is explained antl enloired in a series of fifty reconunonda- 
tions, in which are shown the advantages and applications of its provi- 
sions, and which are worthy tlie careful attention of the Legislature and 
people. We have not time or space to quote or even analyze all these 
recommendations, but there are some that snould not be passed over with- 
out notice. 

The first and most important is the sanitaiy organization of the State, 
with the General and Local Boards of Health, to be composed of men of 
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character and learning, who shall be endowed with authority to ioquirs 
into and watch over the general sanitaiy condition of the CoininoD- 
wealth and the sereral towns and cities. 

This plan of the commission for the sanitar)' organization is similar to 
the arrangemont for tlie «ii]>ervision nnd aid of coninion school education. 
Tlie Board of Kducaik)!! lia^ ^ifneral oversii^ht of all the schools in the 
State, while the lornl ( oiiimiit! . s, by their universal prtsence, have un- 
der their supervision the ^rlioul^ and the interests of education in every 
town and district. The Board of Education gives uniformity and effi- 
ciency to the whole system ; they gather the knowledge, the experience 
and the opinions from all the people, and concentrating these in their 
reports they send diem badt to die whole. 

The Genefal Board of Health, like the Board of Education, is to be 
composed of men, who, by their education, their talents and their habits, 
are the best fitted to take charge of the matters which are placed in 
their hands. They must be able to comprehend and provide for all 
general sanitary wants and difficulties of the State. They must kwk 
carefully after the condition of all, gather the information oi the causes 
of ill health from evtTy )^rt, and condensing this in their reports distii> 
bute it again to the whole. 

The I^al Boards of Health, ever present in evm^ town, will watch 
carefully for sanitary evils and nuisances, ascertain w hether and to what 
degree th<'y can be removed or mitigated, and take effectual means fur 
these purposes. Or, if neither of these can be done, they can give the 
people waining, so that they come not to dwell in, or remove from, the 
sources of disease. Their reports of diseases and mortality, and of the 
co-existing circumstances, will throw much light on the causes and oii- 
gm of disease, and enable the public authorities and the people to take 
due measures for their amelk>ration or extinction. 

The Local Boards are to be selected by the several town and city au- 
thorities, and to he men of character for education, intelligence and fit- 
ness for their office, and well established in popular coo6dence. Their 
character and position will give tlK^n f^reat efficiency, and enable them 
to accomplish much for the pur|X>se of their appointment. They are to 
hold their ofiices for periofl'^ of several years, so tliat the board will never 
suffer from frecjuenl and sudden chan^^es, but will be sufficiently pemia- 
nent to fon.i and carry into etiect coiiimuous plans of sanitary adnnnisini- 
tion. And as the term of each one's office expires in three, five, or seven 
years, the board will not be so fixed as to be beyond popular reach or 
change. Thus their adminbtration may be stable, and yet it may fre- 
quenfly derive new and fresh strength from the annual appointments. 

The 18th recommendatkm of the conunlssbn proposes, " that in laying 
out new towns and villages, and in extending those akeady laid out, 
ample provision be made for a supply, in purity and abundance, cNf light, 
air and water ; for drainage and sewerage, and for cleanliness." 

This is a matter of vital imi)ortance to a large portion of the people 
of this State and the United States, in this and in all succeeding genera- 
tions. Our old cities are growing rapidly, and many of our towns are 
becoming compact cities, and extending their borders witli tiie increase 
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of their inhabitants. The increase of our population is veiy much 
greater in the cities and large towns than in the rural districts. The 
commissioo say, nearly the whole of the increase of the population of 
Massachusetts, during the last twenty yeais, is to be found in the cities 

and vilhi^es." 

There is a wondorftil difference in tho degree of hcallli and strength, 
in the value of life, and in the amount of produciive force and of per- 
sonal comfort, that can be enjoyed in the city and country. Of a thou- 
sand cliildren that are born in either place, more arrive to productive 
and self-sustaining years in the country than in the city ; and to thosi? 
who thus do reach the muun iiy of manliood, the average duration uf 
yesfs of strength and power to labor is greatest in the country. 

It b thus a matter of importance to our people to leani to what extent 
this difference of health and life exists, and whether it is connected with 
circumstances and conditions that may he assumed as causes of disease, 
and whether these causes are necessarily inherent in density of population, 
and to what degree of density populaUon can be compttcted witlx>ut im* 
pairing Uieir vital force* 

Alt the evidence now presented to us from the English and French in- 
vestigations, and from tlie few general inquiries made in tliis countr}', shows 
thai there is a constant relation between mortality and density of popula- 
tion : that thi-' !« found from cotTi]innson of both the city with the country, 
and the more, with the less, crowded parts of the same city. It Is now be- 
lieved that this dilFerence of the value of life is, in a great di^gree, due 
to the difference in the arrangement of the streets and courts, their di- 
rection, width and «^rades ; to the degree to which the air is allowed to en- 
ter and pass through to ventilate them ; to the cleansing the surface of the 
o&l and otber filth, that necessarily gather in the streets and courts ; 
and to the degree of drainage of the surface water, and the under-ground 
Mwenge. It is found that many diseases, and especially fevers, cho- 
lera, and others of epidemic or endemic nature, prevail most in those 
districts of cides, where there is the least external and internal ventila- 
tion, where thert* is no well-established drainage above or sewerage be- 
low the ground, where the rain waters and the waste waters from the 
dwellin;rs arc suffered to stagnate and evaj>oratp on the ground, and send 
forth their foul effluvia and their miasms to contaminate the atmosphere. 
Dr. T. Souihwood Smith says, it is a general law, that good drainage, 
sewerage and surface draining, and health, go together : that filth and 
dbea-se walk hand in liaud ; tiiat a map of the sewei-s may he gene- 
rally taken as a niap of the healthy parts of a city ; and finally, that 
where the sewers and the scavengers are not found, there fever makes 
its most destnicdve havoc. 

These evils, which have been found so abundant in old cities, may be 
piovided against and in great measure prevented in our new cities, and 
in the exterior of the old ones, by an organised and judicious system of 
laving them out, in reference to their influence upon the health and life 
of those who shall afterwards inhabit them. 

^ Unfortunately the arrangements of these streets in respect to their direc* 
don, width and grade, is left very much to the land proprietors, who lay 
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them out in reference to the sale of lots upon their borders* If the 
whole' site of a chy or even any large suburb, were the property of one 

proprietor or of ono united company, as was the town of Lawrence, it 
niii:!it, liko that, be laid out according; to one comprehensive plan, and the 
wants and the licallli ol* a dense populntinn, at least as dense as health ad- 
mits, mi^lil be ]irovi(led for. But where these lands are divided arnoug 
many, and eacli one is desirous of having his own accessible and saleable, 
the direction, width and irrade of the stn^ets are determined hy the effect 
which tliey will have on th(? vaku; of eaeh one's lots, and not by tliecon- 
sidenition of future health of liiuse who shall dwell on iheni. 

There are now nine cities in this State ; these are rapidly expandbg 
their borders, and condensing their interior ; and there are other towns 
iast approaching in [lopulation the requisite condition of twelve thousand 
in order to become cities also. If these nine could have been origi* 
nally laid out, or if their new parts could now be laid out, in each case, 
according to one large plan, which should he made solely in regard to 
the future good of the people, to their health, productive power and 
longfn ity, the advantages m the long run, from this measure, would be 

almost ine;drnl;)l)lo. 

The Ion "j; and exceedingly va!u;i!i]e report of the Entdish Commission- 
el's ujwn the health of towns, in three folio volunus. contains a series ol 
important iiioasnr^s to he established hy tl»e Brilisli Pai'lianient for the 
good ^A iivw lowjis w hieh may thereafter be created, or new districts of 
old towns which may he ex))anded. These propose especially to au- 
thorize the city or town governnients to cause all tlie lands, that are to 
be built over, to be first surveyed by the town or city surveyor, and the 
plan, grade and width of all the streets determined m a manner most fa-* 
vorable to the health of the fliture inhabitants, and thus secure them 
and their [)osterity through successive generations from the sanitary evib 
chat result from the crowded, narrow, ondrained and unventilated streets, 
that exist in many old and in some new cities. 

When the plan and charter of the city of Worcester were under con- 
sideration of the Legislature of this State, the attention of those who had 
this nintter in their charg^e \vns rpr]n<'^tod to these Eni^lish reports, and 
espeeiaily to these recommendations liiat \\'cv<' proposed to be incorpoi*at- 
ed into the charters of all new cities and aji^ eiided to the rliarters of the 
old ones, and they were uro;ed to put tiiose or similar provusions into 
the charter of the proposed city. As Worcester had always been a 
pattern town, it was then desirable that it should become a pattern city, 
and be established, at its beginning, on the basis of the best experience 
and wisdom of the world* 

If tliese provisbns could have been incorporated into the charter of 
Worcester, and the city authorities endowed with power to establish the 
best plan and arrangement of streets, and the best sanitary , organization 
over the territory then vacant, the gain in life and health, and personal 
enjoyment, in the productive power, and in the actual income and wealth 
of the people, the saving of the cost of sickness and pauperism, through 
all cominrf time, would have been almost incalculable. 

These reasons were urged in regard to Worcester, which was then 
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uoder consideration ; and it was thought, that, jf these provisions could 
have been iocoqiorated mto the charter of that city, they would be also 
adoftted in all otliers that sliould be therealter established. But the 
friends of this sanitary measure failed. It was feared, by the friends of 
the city, tliat the proposition of any new condition might be a stum« 
bling block to its progress ; it would probahly cause the loss of some 
votes, and perhaps peril the charter itself. It was, therefore, dropped, 
and the new city came into being with all the imperfections in sanitary 
organization that have weighed so heavily on other and older cities ; and 
it may be doomed to sufier the evils of narrow sireels, of imiK^rfpct 
dniinagc, defective vcnlil.iiloii, want of coiDirion and open lirounds, and 
all ih« consequi'iil bliglit of health ami dcpiv.ssion of life in some of its 
inhabitants, that have grown up with and adiicic lo older cities. 

The plan of South Boston was drawn, and the arrangement, direc- 
tion, widili anil giadc ui tin; streets de termined, while the land was va- 
cant, and long before these streets were actually laid out. 'i*he ex- 
tension of the city of New York over Manhattan Island was anticipat- 
ed in the same way. Thus, in botli of these places, wide and straight 
streets, and pioper grades ibr drainage, were provided for, before private 
interest interfered to disturb the unilbrfuity of the general plan* 

In 1849, the town of Dorchester, by public vote, instructed their Se- 
lectmen to propose a plan, according to which all streets in future should 
be laid out, as to width, direction and grades, in reference to the proba- 
bility that the town would ultimately become a city with a compact 
population. The Selectnien rt^porletl as to the width and ^nido of such 
sireels as might be asked for or oHcred to the town for acceptance. 
But iliey liad no authority to lay out or determine a plan for llie whole 
touii, or of such parts as w ill probably become densely inhabited. The 
law makes no provision for this purpose, and conse()ueiuly the anaufye- 
ment of the streets in that growing town is left to the interest ui |»ro- 
prietors, who can run their streets in any direction that will bring iheir 
lots to the most advantageous sale. 

There is need of a law lo meet this class of cases. And the law 
proposed by this commission is adequate to the purpose. We commend 
the whole report, and especially the law and the fifty recommendations^ 
to the careful coosideration of the legislature and the people. E. J. 



EEPURT UF A COMMITTEE OK THE M ASjiACll UsUiXTS AlEDiCAL 

SOCIETY ON HOMUiUI'ATIJY. 

AnorrsD bt tbs Cousullohs, Oct. lUQO, apo ordkrkd to mm mivTSD. 

(Cimiimiilcftled to tbe Botlon Medical and Surficat Jttanial by Uie Cnmmtiiee on Pnblicfttloii.] 

At a meeting of the Counsellors of the Massachusetts Medical Society, 
held May 30th, 1850, an application was made by Dr. Isaac Colby, 
of Salem, to resign bis Fellowship, assigning as a reason for so doing, 
that he had become a convert to the doctniu-s of homceopathy. It was 
therefore "resolved, that the documents (Ur. Colby's papers) be refeired 
to a committee of three, whose duty it shall be to devise some couiso 
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of action to be pui-sued by the Society in regard to all horaceopathi-its, 
and report at the next meeting." 

The undersigned regret that they were selected to serve on this com- 
mittee, because they feel that the subject is a delicate one, and that any 
course which may suggest itself will be attended with some degree ol 
difficulty and embarrassment. At the same time, however, they do not 
btend to shrink from the duty that has been imposed on them, lliey 
are satisfied that the period has arrived when the Society should decide 
and n)ake known what position it intends to take in relation to homoeo- 
pnthir prartitioners. Whether it means to reji^ard them as fellow-laborers 
in the jjroat cause of science nnd lnimanitv> in wliirh it<-' o'a ii members 
profess to be engaged ; or win ilu r it \\ \\\ fiold no conmiunion with them, 
but place them on the same loodiiLr with the various classes of irresjular 
and empirical practitionei^ willi wiiom it acknovvied^f(*s no fellowship. 

It is obvious that one of these courses must he adopted, and yet the 
Society will bring upon itself some degree of odium whichever it may 
choose to pursue. It does not seem right that iodividualsy who hold m 
contempt the commonly-received doctrines of the medical profession, as 
received by this Society, and who freely denounce them as unsound, if 
not unsafe, should at the same time be enrolled as members of our 
deeply-cherished institution, and thus gain a position, which they per- 
haps w ould not otherwise have so readily attained. 

On the other band, it may probably be urged, that some of the prac- 
titioners of homoeopathy are men of talent and education, who nave 
been well Instructed in the commonly-received doctrines of medicine, hut 
who. from some new liiilu with w hich thoy liave been favored, feel hound 
to abandon them and a(iopt a very dilTerent course of practice from that 
pursued by the great mass of medical men. That they have done 
nothing to forfeit their j^ood name ; that they are actini; conscientiously, 
being fully convinced that the world was in the tiark in relation to 
the healing art. till it was enlightened by the revelation of Hahnemami. 

The Committee are not deposed to deny the truth of this statement ; 
at the same time they cannot perceive that it should have an)- influence 
00 the course which the Society may think proper to adopt. 

A great majority, probably, of the Fellows of our institution believe, 
that the homcBopathic physicians are mistaken in their views of the na- 
ture of disease and the mode of treatment. They believe that the sys- 
tem is radically wrong ; based on false views of pathology ; resting rather 
on gratuitous assnmptions than well-founded facts. They do not believe 
that there is anythinj^ to support their doctrine of the nature of disease, or 
their principles of its treatment, or their mode of administering reme- 
dial agents. It is of no consequence to us wliutln r this system Is 
adopted by individuals in ^ood faith, from a conviction uf its irutli, or 
^liether it is taken up from mercen.u v or other sinister motives. If the 
system be a bad one, mischievous and unsafe when carried into practice, 
it is of yery little consequence to the community whether its disciples are 
lionest or not ; whether they are trying to dupe others, or are merely 
duped themselves. 
The Committee, however, have neither time nor inclinatbn to discuss 
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at large the doctrines of homneopathy ; nor do they think it necesse 17 
to do MH as tb^ have no ckmbt diat the subject is well umfoisiood by 
most of the Fellows of this Society. They will merely remark, that 
io their ophuon, the boasted cures that have been e^teo by this mode 
of pmctice are attributable to the unaided efforts of nature ; to the fact, 
that the medica] attendant did not interiere with the natural restoratiye 
processes, by means of which a vast many of the maladies to which hu- 
man nature is subjected are brouglit to a favorable issue* It is enough 
for m to believe tliat the doctrine of the origin of disease, of the prin- 
ciples hy which it slioiilrl he mann^ed, and tlie method of adnjinistf*ring 
reniedial agents, as proposed by Hahnemann and his disciples, are untrue 
and unsafe, and that therefore we cannot jrive to those wlio adopt this 
iuodvi ol piactire the sanction of our Society by receivinj; them as mem- 
bers of our fraternity. We caiuiot say to them in good faith, as we 
do in our diploma to all who become our associates, that they are well 
skilled io the healing art, and most worthy of the honors and privileges 
of the Society. 

It does not seem to your Committee that either the homoeopatfab 
practitionen or the community at lai|;e would have any right to complain 
of this course. If these practitbners honestly beliere the system they 
have adopted, they can surely have no wish for any professional connec- 
tion with individuals whose doctrines they repudiate ; and the public 
certainly could derive no advantage from an association, whose members 
entertained such discordant opinions. 

It would, perhaps, he doinfr injustice to homoeopathy, if it were not 
admitted tfiat tlu* promiilL'ation of its doftrinrs hafl. at least indirectly, 
heen ol some service to the cause of medical science. It may have 
taught us to place more confidence in the curative poweiis of nature, and 
les^in medicinal .'gents, in the manaErenjcnt of disease, than we have 
hitherto done ; and it may well be doubled, if it has exerted any salutary 
influence beyond this. 

It cannot be denied by any one, who has given any considerable de- 
gree of attentbn to the subject, that the present period is an inauspicknis 
ooe (br the success of any medwal theory, that does not rest on a sub* 
stantial basis* At no time in the history of the world, has the science 
of medicine been cultivated on principles so philosophic as at the present. 
All theories have been abandoned; we hear nothing of the humoral 
pathology or the doctrine of solidism. There are none at the present 
day who acknowledge themselves to be the disciples of Boerhaave or 
llofthum ; of Cnllcn or Brown ; and tfiere is not probably an individual 
vlio now supports the niK-e popular doctrines of Rush or Brousais. All 
llie true votaries of our j)ro(V'ssioii are earnestly seckinij for truth alou** ; 
accuniulatin*: facts by patient and toilsome observation of disease and 
effects, and drawint( conclusions from them by the cautious process 
of induciive reasoning. Ai no period have tlie vaiious changes which 
disease produces in the different tissues, organs and secr'tions 01 the body 
been subjected to so rigid a scrutiny* The mk^roscope and animal 
chemistry have been enl'isted in the service of the pathologist, and we are 
already reaping rich fruits from his labors. If we have not yet gained 
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more control of disease tKan our predecessors had, we better uodersiand 
the power of remedies ; we know more than was formerly known, when 
it is hest to withhold them altogellier, relying on the powers of nature, 
and when they can be used adraotageously in aid of those powers. 

At such a period as this, your Commilt- e cannot persuade tliem- 
selves that the doctrines of homoeopathy can liave any very exten^ivo 
or pennanent influence ; at the same time, they tliink that it is the dmy 
of this Society to avoid givins; tliem its sannion in the f^li^htfst d^^rree. 
They therefore he;; h'ave respeclfiilly to ofitT for ihu coDsideratiou of U»e 
Counst^lloi's tlie follow ing resolutions : — 

1st. Remlvfiff, That any Fellow of this Soi icty wlio makes applica- 
tion to YC'>'\'j^n \\U Fellowshij) in coiisi-cjiuMicc uf having adopted the prin- 
ciples nnd praelice of lioma-op ahy , in.iy he pennitted to do so, on pay- 
ing his arrearages ; hut he shall not hd eiuilled to any of the privileges 
of Fellowship, nor shall his name be retained in the list of Fellows. 

2d. Resoleedy That a diploma from a liomoeopathic institution shall 
not be received as any evidence of a medical education ; nor shall the 
Censors of this Society regard the attendance on tlie lectures of such b- 
stitutions. nor the time passed at them, as qiuilifi lions which sliall en- 
title candidates to an examination for a license from this Society. 
Which is respectfully submitted, by 

Gbo. Hayward, ^ 

J. B. S. Jackson, > CommitUc* 

Boston, Oct. 2, 1850. O. W. Hulmus. ) 



HKRNIA REDUClvD BY CtTPING. 

EXTRACT FROM MY NOTE BOOK. » 

Dec. 1943. — Called in the evening to <;re J. P., an aged man, la- 
borin'_T under strangulated '^fiotal li< iniu of the right side. The patient was 
lyitiL^ iijion his hack, with llie right l(>ot drawn up ; face anxion^, nhnost 
dealt) -like ; ri'ioi-s : puUe frefpient and irrilahle ; thii-st ; irreut pain in 
the luijiur. Ill iiila. of luiiny years standing — had never worn a truss. 

Strangulation has now continued <'ight houi*s. Tumor as larije as a 
coffee cup, pear-shaped, very tense, hard and tender. Put two jiillows 
under the hips, and flexed tlie limbs as much as possible* Taxb 
unsuccessful. R. Ol. tiglii, gtts. h. A])ply snow folded between 
cloths. Taxis again unsuccessful. Gave morphine, gr. i ; tart. ant. et 
pot., gr. j. ^ 

After trying nearly an hour at inirTvals, w iilm-u succ<ss, and giving 
anoilier grain of morphine, sei 1 1 H i the family physician, Dr. Thomas, 
of Stow. In two houis more llic doctor arrived, when he attempted to 
reduce the tumor, w ithont success. Patient afft eted by the anodyne, 

and the [»ain Irssened. Dr. Thomas directrnl the use of tobacco enc- 
m;)ta, but ^\ tt-^ o]>li<:ed to sond three mWc^^ for a svrinir'". While the 
nuasenger was absent, 1 Ibund a qnnrt nmgj jiom wliich 1 extracted the 
air by burning a piece of paper within it, and applied it as a cupping- 
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Slass Co the ri^t side of the abdomen, just above Poupait*8 ligament* 
t fastened 6nnly, and had remained on but a few minutes bek)re the 
aiijf'd patient pronounced the joyful intelligence that the tumor had en- 
tin*ly disappeared, and before the syringe airived his bowels had moved, 
and he liad fallen into a quiet, easy sleep* 

Watcrbwry, VUy Feb. ^3, 1851. C. H» Cleaveland, M.D. 



EXTKACTION OP A NEEDLB. 

To th« Editor of the BosIoh Medical atid Snrghal Journah 

SiK, — 111 the last Journal, Feb. ^^6, I noticed Dr. Cltaveland's remarks 
on cTtrnction of needles ; also the ettrnction case from llic London 
Lancet. 1 will state, in tiie outset, that it is not my intention at ih'is 
time to write an essay upon needles, or the method of removing them 
when they become " tkonM in the flesh but having had several cases 
of the kind, 1 am induced to record one that came under my observa- 
tion a few days since. A boy, 10 years of age, presented himself for 
examination, saying that he often felt something pricking him, as he sat on 
bis seat at school. Upon examination of the glutei^ muscles of the left 
side, a hard substance, running parallel with their fibres, was discovered 
about three fourths of an inch from the surface. The mother said her 
attention was called to it when the boy was only three weeks old ; but 
she rnnld not account for its heini^ there, or ronj-'cture what it was. It 
then occupied a transverse position, and has only moved half way round 
since. 

An fipininn w as given that it was probably a needle, and that the boy 
had licticr sul)Uiil to its removal. Consent being given, the patient was 
eiheiize<i, and pressing the thumb and Gns^er as described by Dr. C, an 
incision was made down upon one end of the foreign bofly ; which was 
seized firmly with a long pair of forceps, and, after some resistance, it 
came forth from its ten years* obscurity* It proved to be a portion of 
a needle, an inch in length. The distal portions of it only were \\ anting. 

RespectfuUy, A. B. Hall» M.D. 

I<fati^yF^.Sn, 185U 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON. MARCH 6. 1851. 



KDITOHIAL COIUlESPONDEXCn. 

Oil ihe River uS'ilt — Mondaij, Dec. 9, l>oO. — Fruij- w tTf iugijio intrrilv, 
ia some snmll ponds, jui«l over ilic bank, \m>i ni^^hi; aud the weather is su 
mild that rammer clothing is worn. Hearing a drum in the diatancoi after 
fasteninjor up the boat for the night, we foUotved the sound, lantern in band, 
accompuil li by four of the crew, about a mile, throui^h ploughed heldst 
pottery bads, &s., and finally came upon a Tillage. In front of a mosque, 
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were meOt women and children, seated on the ground, listening to the per* 
formanee of a man on a shockingly bad tambourine, which he accompaoied 

by a won»e voice. At the close of earh mournful stanza, as many as choee 
joined in a chorus. A lamp was prot urod from the mosque to see us with 
— and the Sheik ordered coffee both for ourselves and our half-naked escort 
of Arabs. Lighted pipes were bunded to us, first by the Sheik, or first 
magistrate, and then hy his awociates, with a gravity, and with niams, 
that bespoke both their politeness and the supposed dignified characters 4)f 
the town's guests. At a proper time, after making a present to the ran* 
sician, we took formal public leave, and ascertained, on arriving^ on board, 
that the Sheik had sent three nffirials with us, who expected bachsh iesh ! 
To-ii;tv we pn«>*pd Negada — wherr the rross of a catholic convent is seen 
above the mud dove-cotes that make up the town. Acres upon acres of 
earthen water^ars, made into rafts, were moored in the river, and the 
shore was also lined with enough, when broken up, as they will be ulti* 
mately, to construct a mound above the rise of the Nile, for a new viUage, 
Two bouncing turbanned Arabs appeared on deck this morning, smoking, 
of ronr'^'' — one of whom our draiforaan said was captain of the guard at 
Thebes. There is no guard tliere, we are informed, and this was only a 
deception for getting a breakfast. The weather growing warmer, yet it is 
still delightful. Early in the morning some trees were passed, perfectly 
▼ocal with singing birds. Laborers in the field, fishermen, kc„ are entirely 
naked. We are now aboat eighteen miles from ancient Thebes— the city 
of a hundred gates. A poor fellow came on board to-davt to consult me in 
regard to a perishing" eye, which wn«i injured by a blow seven months 
since, and brought two ears of excellent roasted corn, hot from a straw fire, 
as a fee ! 

Tuetday, Dec, 3d. — Just relumed from an examination of the mighty 
ruins of Luxor. Soch columns of sandstone, covered, from chapiter to 

base, with hieroglyphics, were never wrought before. They are partially 
buried by earth and Allien ruins, and are fractured most shamefully. Mud 

hovels are built up agriinst and between some of the finest specimens of 
architectural designing the world ever saw. Even on tlie lop ihey are 
profaned by pigeon-houses and piles of filth. One grand monolith, of red 
granite, every line being as distinctly seen as on the day of its erection, 
Stands erect and alone in front of colossal structures, unsurpassed in the 
whole world for grandeur of design ; and yet perhaps twenty or thirty feet 
of its foundation are concealed by the accumulations of ages. My note- 
book is the Kf^rirer of the impressions produced by the splendid ruins of 
Luxor. Kai uah is in si;L^fit ; and Thebes, on the Lybian shore, is before 
me, in all the veaerahleness of ao^e and the majesty of its skeleton great- 
ness. But we have decided to improve ihe coming breeze, and urge our 
way on to the cataract, while the opportunity presents ; and on our return, 
I shall give to each and every temple, obelisk and tomb, the minute ex- 
amination due to the respective claims of each. We have been exceedingly 
annoyed hy obtrusive offers of services from guides — constituting one of 
the jilag^ues of Eirvpt. Passed a large slave boat to-day, with a cargo of 
negro i,Mrls from some pari of Africa. They had rude ornaments danijling 
from ihe head, and were provoked to loud laughter at our uncouth appear- 
ance in European dresses, they being scarcely covered by the cosjrsest 
remnant of a blanket. 

Wednesdaif, Dae. Ath. — We were obliged to Stop all night by a high 
bank, because the wind blew-^he very thing most needed ; but the cow- 
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aidly Arabs Memed to act as though it were terrific. The river ia hecom- 
iDg narrower, and the Arabian deaert conies down to the water in one 
place. As we approach Esne, the ancient LatopoUs, where a fish was 

worshipped, there nre seen continuallj* square door-wayj< into the moun- 
tains, cut into tlu bold face of the rock.<, from 50 to loO feel above ilu; base. 
An exploration ot the historical tombs and the laumniy-caves is reserved 
till we descend the river. Two men have just crossed the Nile on a bundle 
of aticks or millet-stalks. One of them balanced the scanty clothing of 
both, in a basket, on his head, while the other paddled fearlessly, despite an 
army of crocodiles around* So much for being iamiliar with dbnger. 
People are plantin|T melon-seeds on shore. Some melon stalks are just 
springing up out of the ground, and the fruit of the Inst nop is still on sale. 
Purchai<ed a sheep for 9*2 cents — half being- given to the crew. They 
dressed it all — even the entrails, to disgusting minuteness — which shows 
what a luxury meat is to men who labor for one dollar a montn, 

TkuTtdaift Dee. 6tk» — On passing Edfou, we had a fair view of an im- 
mense pillar of a temple ; but the wind being finir, it is thought best to de« 
fer a visit there till our return from Nubia. Passed the place where tra- 
dition days Moses was born. The sand-stone strata are beginning to ap- 
pear, from which the old Egyptian stonc-cutiers quarried many a huge 
block. The river is swifi and narrower, and the stony ridges in the dis- 
tance ha^e a rough, broken aspect, as though shattered by violence. 

6lA. — Within an hour's sail of the first cataract — ^the proposed limit by 
t)oat. We shall go round the rapida on donkeys, enter Nubia, and visit the 
t'^mples of Philae. Passed Ombus this morning, before sunrise, and saw 
the remains of a town, the gateway of a tem]plr> of" the Ptolemaic age, and a 
part of the sacred edifice. A boat went by ic tl iy from Nubia, with a lot 
of fine-looking black men in snow-white lurbaa.s, on their way to transact 
business with the governor at the Bftsha*s first station. A death occurred 
at a village while going by to-day, and the entire population were howling 
with strong lungs, which is kept up, like an Irish wake, it is said, two or 
three days. The deserts approach almost to the water's edge, and the 
denuded rocks, peeping out through the drifting 8an<]-«, nre black, cracked 
into blocks, and have the appearance of being discolored by fire. Had a 
turkey for dinner — price 17 cents ! I am now dressed in summer clothing, 
and can hardly convince myself that in Boston it is winter, and that the 
snow may be flying this 6th day of December, while I am writing under 
protection from a scorching sun. 

Saturday y Dec.lth. — At Assouan — the ancient Syene — at the foot of the 
first cataract, the island of Elephantine directly opposite, with its surprising 
ruins in hard red granite, nilometer, remains of Roman masonry, tofjpther 
with the mounds, broken statues, arches, dilapidated dwelling.s, uiiU the 
other rubbish of four thousand years. Assouan is the residence of a governor, 
whose province is from Kenneh, 40 miles below Thebes, to the cataract. 
The population, he informed me — in the course of an official visit to our boat, 
accompanied by his suite — is 5,300. He made inquiries in regard to the 
United State", and wished to know how we became a government inde- 
pendent of England. When informed of the process of the revolution, 
and the causes that led to it, his excellency rolled up his eye^. and exclaim- 
ed, Bisraiilah ! — God is great ! On informing him of the way of electing 
governors and the president, by the people themselves, he again raised his 
dignified optics, and repeated, Bismillah! We subsequently travelled 
around the cataract, to the islandof Phil»— once the most sacred spot in the 
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world, in the estimation of the ancient Egyptians, m saered that they swore 
hy the god that sleepeth at Philse. It is in vain to attempt a deacriptton of 
the extraordinary aiehitc nura) splendors of that little mass of earth, now 

less than six acres* — n poiiu of pil2:rimn<x^ for men of all nations and toncues 
in tho rivili7.c»d won). Thorc is noiliing on the continent of America with 
which these structures can be compared. Philcc ii» in lat. 24*^ 3' 45 — Paris 
being oO^ 16' 22 — says a French tablet on one of the temples, inscribed in 
the 7th year of the French Republic, and signed Beizac. On tbe propyala 
or towers of the great and once superb Templeof Isis, I raised the American 
flag — and it was the first time, probably, it was ever teen there. It waved 
gracefully, nrul nn lor In profertion we frit there wns pocurity, even in 
Ethiopia. Phila) is i;i Nulti.i — Shalel, a village above the eatarart, be- 
ing the first settlement !-» yond Egypt. Near the cluster of sacred edilices, 
at the termination of a beautiful colonnade, are the remnants of a temple of 
^sculapius, an appropriate object for contemplation by a piiysician. A 
wilder and more confused piling ap of granite boulders over a broad field, 
in all possible conditions — looking as though they were just rolled from a 
hot furnace that vitrified them—cannot be designated on the globe. 



Tremtmt Street Medical School. — The Tremont St. Medical School was 

commenc^fl in Boston in 1S39, and incorporated the past year. At the 
time of its commencement, the various departfncnls of instruction in med- 
ical science wcie divided among Dt^. Jacob Bigclow, Edward Reynolds, 
D. 11. Storer and 0. W. Holmes ; since which lime, Drs. J. B. S. Jackson 
and H. J. Btgelow have been added. Dr. Reynolds retiring. The object 
of this school is to furnish the medicol student every facility whereby he 
may be thoroughly educated, and to prepare him for the practical and active 
duties of the profei^sion. By diiilributing tlic labor among five instruclcri<, 
it mu^t be obvious that a mni^' sy^tetnntir and jtr rfcct cour.-^c of study can 
b ■ jiiir-'Ucd, than when a j^upil ij- coulliied to ihc teachings of a sin'.^h' in- 
dividual. Beyi'l- \ tiie daily recitations, by the students, afiTord xWia an 
opportunity of aci^uii ing the knowledge which is expected of them when 
tney present themselves as candidates for graduation. This method of 
combination of mc !! il teachers must commend itself to those who are in 
pursuit of a medical education, as being the surest wwy of acquiring it. In 
the catalogue of the past and present Ftudcnls of this insliiution, jnst 
issued from the pf s^, we r'^eoc^nize among the former many nniii- m which 
are now enrolled in liie i n-k^i of die ]nofes.>ion and arc aa huiior lo it. 



Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane. — The report of the Penn«ylvania 
Hospital for the In-ati'-. tor tiw year 1B50, by Thomas S. Kiikliridf, M.D., 
Physician to the in&liiution, has been received. It is a full and con»p!cie 
report, entering into all matters pertaining to the interests of the Hospital, 
and the general welfare of its inmates. There were 221 patients in the 
Hospital at the commencement of the year, since which 207 have been ad- 
mitted, and 215 discharged — leaving, at the close of the year, 213 under 
treatment. Of the 215 dischar<:r j, iOG wrrr cured, 20 mu -h itiiprnvod, 41 
improved, 21 remained stationary, tiud 27 diet!. As regards the former oc- 
cupation of the male patients in the Ho5.piu\l, il appears that nearly every 
profession and trade is represented. In a table carefully prepared by the 
superintendent, of the admifssions for the ten years past, we find giren the 
occupation of 1,S06 patients — comprising, farmers, 151; merchants, 86; 
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laborers, 80; clerks, 62; carpenters!, 41; seainen, 27 ; slioeinakers, 27 ; 
teeehera, 29 ; physicians, 20 ; tailors, 20 ; blacksmiths, 14 ; students of law, 
medicine and divinity, 37, &c. &:c. It will be observed, that the farmer is 
at the head of the list, although farming has been generally considered not 
onl\' one of tile hcnlthiest of pursuit?;, but one in which the mind miLrht be 
exempt trom the disiractini^' c;\rcs which pertain to some other callinEr«f. 
This report of Dr. Kirkhride is exceediogly ioteresiing, and exhibits 
proof ot au uUc and careful nmuager. 



New Jersey State Liuiatk Asylum, — The Fourth Annual Report of the 
officers of the Now Jersey Stale Lunatic Asylum, at Trcnlun, has been 
sent us. This Hospital is under the superintendence of H. A. Buttolph, 
M.D., and from his very excellent report and the condition of the institution 
we should jud^c him to be worthy of the confidence reposed in him by the 
mannirrr?:. Two hundred and twenty patients have been under treatment 
durinq^ tlu- year, 32 of whom have been difchnrcrd ris rnrcd, 12 improved, 
4 unimproved, and 10 death?. As in the rt port of the Pennsylvania HoNpi- 
lal, we find that the farmers riunibtr more than any other occupation. 
Accompanying the report, is an engraving of the Hospital grounds and 
buildings, which are certainly beautiful, and well located. Among the 
means which are calculated to give character to our public hospitals, and 
to make the patients feel contented with their confinement while in them, 
are comfortable arrangements wilhin, and an imposing dl; play of architec- 
tural beauty without. Capa^'ious j^rouiul-, well Inid out, aiid ornamented 
Willi ifvt'S, shrubbery and flowers, are conducive of much happiness, even 
to those who have to look at them through grated windows. 



Dental Medicine. — It is exceedingly gratifying to notice liie advancemeiil 
that has lately taken place in dental medicine. Until wilhin a few years. 
Utile progress had been made, either in mechanical dentistry, or in the 
pathology of the teeth and gums. Dental operations, in times gone by, 

\vere generally performed by the barber, and also (as we have witnessed) 
by the llacksviith and harness maker. To have then «aid, that it was 
ner> vsary to be sriciititically ediicated for such an avocation, would have 
appeared ridiculous. Who could noi pull a luUh i or, if need be, carve a 
block out of ivory to supply a deficiency that existed in the mouth, and so 
place it there as to look near encugk like the original teeth 1 Then, too^ 
the instruments that were made use of in those days for extracting the 
teeth — the very thought of them is enough to freeze one's blood* Who 
then thoiiLjht of a dental colloge, with professors to lecture on the various 
Jeparitaents connected with dontal surgory? Or who Mipposed that large 
volumes, treating on the mechanical, ])aihological and therapeutical parts 
of dentistry, and most beautifully illuslraled, would ever be considered ne- 
cessary ? Certainly, no one ; but such has been the rapid progress in the 
art, that these things are come to pass. Dental medicine and surgery 
wottld seem to be now nearly in the /rnith of perfection. We have just 
received from the publislicrs, Lin ! ;y & Blaliiston, i*f riiiladelphia, a 
work on dental medicine, by Dr. I hotnas E. lioud, Profrssor of Special 
Pathoion-y, fee, in the Balliniore Dental College. It is a vcn,' vnlunble 
contribution to this department ol medical science, and wiii be found a use- 
ful and practical guide in the hands of both the general practitioner and 
the dentist. 
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Rt-prini of the London Lancet, — This popular Medical Journal con- 
tinues to be re-published in New York by Stringer Sc Tou'nsend. No. 3 
of ihe new series contains much interesting matter, nnd inny l>e obtained 
at Redding & Co.*s, 8 State street, who are the authorized agents in Bos- 
ton. Subscription, $5,00 per year. 



Luiuitic Asylum in Iowa. — The following extract from a letter hj 
Prof. Sanford, of the Medical School at Keokuk, Iowa, is from the Medi- 
co-Chirargicai Joarnal of that city, and shows that success is likely to at* 
tend the efforts which are making for the establishment of a lunatic asy* 

lum in that State. 

"On Tae.s«lay morninq: a petition for an appropriation to build a State 
Lunatic Asylum, signed hv several humlred names, was iutro luced into 
the Senate, and iinaiediutely after, an able memorial upon the same siub* 
ject, from E^f. D. L. McGugin. In this memorial, after preseotine the 
statistics of insanity for tbu State, and showing the necessity of such in< 
Stitution, the Professor makes an eloquent appeal in behalf of this unfor- 
tunate class of our citizens, which cannot fail to e.xcite the commiseration 
of every philanthropist. The census returns, in which these statistics are 
embraced, have not been officially received from every part of the State, 
and we therefore cannot indicate, exactly, the number of lunatics to be 
provided for; but adupting the proportion to the whole population found io 
other Western States, there cannot be less than forty or fifty of these uo* 
fortunate beings in Iowa. The petition and memorial referred to elicited 
an early action on the part of the Senate ; a committee was appointed to 
take this important subject into immediate consid rnrioii, and it is under- 
stood they are now ready to report a bill, appropriating tvventv-fivp thou- 
sand dollars to the erection of an asylum for the insane, at Keokuk, and 
making a provision for their safety and welfare until the institution can be 
completed. The general admission with the members of the General As> 
sembly, that such an institution is greatly needed in the State, is a sudi* 
cient evidence of its early establishment." 



American Medical Association. — The next meeting of the American 
Medical Association will be hold in Charleston, S. C.,on first Tuesday 
in May next, instead of th*^ second Tuesday, as was announced in the 
Charleston Medical Journai, and copied into this and other Journals. It is 
hoped that all those who have circulated this error, will correct it in ^ea> 
son. We trust the delegation from the New England States will feel the 
importance of attending the ConYentioo, and that it will be a large and 
friendly one. We are sure the greatest good will attend these annual 
meetincr?, nnd it behooves onr medical friends to keep up the interest thnt 
has been manifested in them on former occasions. Besides, this will iif- 
ford an excellent opportunity to see the beautiful city of Charleston, and 
to become acquainted with its hospitable citizens. 



Dr. LamherVs C&urse of Lectures on Physiology, philosophically con- 
sidered, will commence on Wednesday (thi^) evening at the Masonic Tem- 
ple, at half past 7 oVlo( k. The regular members of the medical profes- 
sion are respectfully invited to attend the course, and the presentation of 
their own cards at the door will insure an admittance. We bespeak a fuU 
attendance on this course of lectures. 
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MoMaaekmtetts State PrtWR.— In the kit number of the Journal we look 

occasion, while speaking of Dr. Bemis's report of the health of the convicts 
in thr M issachusetts State Prison, to refer to the quality of food provided 
for them, and to strite the injonnation that had l>een furnished us on the 
subject. "We siippoaed that our informant rould )mve no motive in mis- 
representing such matters, as his statement was made in the common course 
of conversation upon the prison and prisoners, some eight months since. 
When the report of the officers of the institution was feceived, we thought 
it a fit opportunity to mention the alleged delinquency in connection with 
it. No other motive but feelings of humanity induced us to say what we 
did; if -^nrh a state of things did actually exist, it seemed desirable that it 
should bt' know II. Since our last issue, Dr. Bcmis, the physician to the 
prison, has mionned us that we were in error in our remarks; that the 
food is of ietier quality than is required by law ; that to his knowledge, 
none of the meats furnished were ever tainted ; that the bread and mush 
are made of the best materials, and are relished by the prisoners. We have 
also had an interview with one of the inspectors of the prison, and have 
f'M oived a note from the warden, both of whom fiillv corroborate the state- 
ment made by Dr. Bemis. It was not our inieiiiion to do the ofTirers of 
the prison any wrung by the declarations made in the last No. of the Jour- 
nal, but supposed, if what we complained of was true, that those in higher 
authority were the ones to blame, the diet of the convicts being re gulated 
by law. As intimated last week, it gives us pleasure to correct the error 
into which we were inadvertently led. 



Medical Miscellany, — Influenxa has prevailed to some considerable ex- 
tent for the past five weeks, in Boston and vicinity. Cholera has sometimes 
followed such epidemics. — It is said that 22,000 Americans have already 
secured berths lo go to the world's lair, in Loi»don. — A woman 120 years 
old is living at Gateshead, England ; she walks erect, hears well and wears 
DO spectacles.-^Dr. Canterbury, a travelling dentist, has been held for trial 
in Greenfield, on a charge of perjury, by alleged false swearing out of 
jail. — A gentleman of this city offers a reward of one thousajid dollars, to 
the person who will mtisfactorUy explain the phenomena of the so-called 
** Spiritual ManifestaiioJiSi'^ without refc reace to their be'infx made, as they 
purport to be, by departed spirits. — Thomas Woodward, of Biddeford, com- 
mitted suicide on Tuesday last, b^ taking axsenie and laudanum. Afte? 
swallowing the dooe, he shaved himself« Knelt down and prayed for some 
time, and then went to bed, where he was shortly af\erwards found by bis 
wife perfectly dead. — A bill hns hren passed by the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States, appropriating 10, 000, 000 ncres of the public lands (in vahic 
S12,500,000) to be distributed among the several States in an equitable 
ratio, for the benefit of the indigent insane. — The lectures in ilie Massa* 
chuaetts Medical College close to-day.^A negro man, the property of Mr. 
Newnan, of Charleston, S.C.,died lately, at the advanced age of 104 years. 



Death* in BoMtou — for ihe week ending Sainrdnv noon, Marrii I , TH — iMalcs, 41 — rriTir\Ie>, TJ. 
AMemM, 1— MUima, 1— disease of the boweis, i — iatlammalion of ihe buwels, 1— ilbease ol the 
ttrahi, t— c«ie«r, 1— consumption, 19— «(»DViil«iom, !^-croup, 1— dropsy of the brain, 2 — lyphu* 

f, V, r. 3 — typlHiH ff'vrr, 2 — Nrnrlrt fcvrr, 1— Itin;^ trver, 9— (fangrene, I— hooping coti^h, I— <iig- 
euc of Ihe hi[>, 1 — ili.sea<»e of \he beart, "Z — luHaaimauoD, I— tufaotile, 8 — ^iuflainmatioQ oi the lunp, 

].^on^o4tion of Ihe Kings, l>HBWMHini, l^mmOm, 19— otd afa^ 1— imoipeisl, B t wi Hyoji, 1 
— icctliinpf, 1— unknown, I. 

Under b years, 38-^iween 5 and SO years, 14— betWMn fO md 40 years, li— between 40 sad 
60 jeers, •—•vtrfiO jean, 4k Aneiicass, 30| tatmtpm mi chiMw of fcw ^ st rt , 48, 
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Middlesex County Medical Society. — " A meeting of the members of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society re:>i(ling in some thirty towns in the 
toalh pari of MiddleMX Goantyi was held at Wftliham on the SOth of 
Febraary, to form a District Medical Society. The folloirin^ gentlemen 
were chosen officers: — Dr. Josiab Bartlett, of Concord, Presidt ui ; Dr. 
Jonathan W. Beinis, of Charlestown, Secretary; Dr. Edward Warren, of 
Wnlthnm, Treasurer." For the above information we are indebted to the 
Daily Times, of this city. When will our medical friends learn to send 
such inteliigeucc to the medical press ? 



Meat Biscuit. — The following jg the only additional account we have 
9een of an article of food which was noticed some months since in ibis 
Journal, and recommended by Dr. Ashbel Smith* of Texas. 

** The Galveston Civilian stat lial a factory, with proper machinery 
for manufacturing meat biscuit, has been e-iialtli-li' 1 in Galveston, Tt*xas, 
by G. Borden, Jr., and is called the M'^it Biscuit Fai lory. According^ lo 
tne description the meat is sliced, then boiled till all the jelly or gluten is 
extracted. Two pounds of this jelly, containing the nutriment of eleven 
pounds of meat, is then mixed with three pounds of flour, and baked till 
the five pounds are reduced to four. Each biscuit is then packed in pul- 
verized \>i>ruit of the same kind, in an air-tight case. The ^Qmc Journal 
says the War Department Jiave ordered a large quantity of this biscuit for 
the troops on the frontier; and it pronounces the article and the process of 
making it — a new discovery." 



Popuhtinyi of Bostoti in 1850. — From a report of the ceiKsus-lakers of 
Boston, just printed, vvc learn that the present population is 145,758, of 
whom 66,072 are males and 72,716 females. Of the males, 37,465 are 
over, and 88,607 under 21 years; of the females, 42,244 are over, and 
30,472 under 21 years. The number of colored per-ons is 20S5, an in- 
crease of 243 only in five years. The number of children between 5 anil 
15 years of njTe, is 24,275, of whom 12,132 are of foreign parentn^re. Of 
the wliole population, 54 per cent, are natives, and 46 per cent, foreign, in- 
cluding their children. 

Pto/, Paxil F. Eve, — ^This gentleman terminated his lecfurfe term in the 
Louisville Medical School on Friday, the 31st January, and started for 

Georgia on the 1st day of February. The connection of Prof. Eve wi'h 
the Louisville School has heen an eminently satisfactory one : and before 
his departure for the South, Prof. E. reroived tlie most gratifviniT tosii- 
monials from all liis collcaguey, ihv. Board of Trusti es of tlie Uuivorsiiy, 
and from the medical class, of the high appreciation placed tjpon his ser- 
vices. Nor was this appreciation confined to the sources named; the 
practising portion of the profession in the city, entertain for Prof. Eve 
those sentiments of respect and esteem which are commanded only by true 
merit. lie !ias won a hi-rli pocjiion in K'^nturky, and we pnrnn-.tly hope 
he may long continue to retain it. — Western Jour, of Med, and Surg, 



The "Concours" for tho Ch:iir of Clinical SurL'^ory at the Faculty of 
Paris, vacant by the death of M. Marjolin, is now ^oin^^ on. The subject 
of the lirst paper was, "on .strangulation in u surgical point of view."— • 
London Lancet, Jan, 25. 
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THE PRRPARATION AND THERAPEUTIC APPLICATION OF PROT- 

IODIDE OF IRON 

Mt A. 1. HVOtON, M.D., PROFESSOR OF MATERIA MEDICA AND TH£AAP£UTXC8 IM 
TU MKDICAL DEPAJITMBMT OF THE IOWA DNITU8ITT. 

The iiiijioi Laiic(i of ilic cluils boale tonics, as m'neral therapeutic auonts, 
has long been acknowlediji'd by the prof^^sion ; and in projjoi Liuii lo 
the importance of iron a:3 a renied)^, wc are iaterebteU in obtaining in 
genuine prepaiatbos* ' 

In the arts, there b no metal so valuable as iron ; in medicine, there 
are few drugs more useful. Amid all the changes of fashion in medicine, 
this may be ranked as one of the time-honored articles of the materia 
medica. It constitutes, indeed, an integral part of our own oiganbm. 

To the physiologist, the tudy of its relations, as the great oxidizing 
agent of the blood, is fuU of interest. He looks upon the red disks 
or tlie blood as maintaining a kind of commerce, as It were, between 
the solid and deep-seated sinictures of the body and the atmospheric 
air, conveying Unm wiihoul lo the interior, atoms of oxygen, and &xmu 
the systemic capillaries lo tiie lungs. elTete matter necessary to be de- 
purated from the circulation. Abslrnrt. by any means, from the blood 
a large j)orlion of its red disks, and iheiehy destroy its capacity to carry 
on this niiportant and life-depending trade, and a diai^-ascd condiiion of 
the system is the immediate result. The languid countenance, the 
blanched cheek, the low vitality of solid structures, and the derangement 
of general and special iunctkuis, all noint to the therapeutksal inificatkm 
ibr the iron tonies, and i^e range ot indication b only bounded by the 
limits of the consequent disturbances. 

Iodine, like in i uty antimony, is a liquefacient, resolvent and al- 
terative, without being followed by the evil consequences sometimes re- 
sulting from the use of these remedies. It promotes interstitial absorp- 
tion, reduces solid structures to fluids, spurs into action the absorbent 
system, lessens morbid (ibndidnr indurations, and thereby, in a great de- 
gree, corrects perverted nutrition. 

In view, then, of the physioloi^ical relation of iron, and the pathologi- 
cal liearin^ of iodine, wc do not wonder that respectable and distinguish- 
ed ineniln of our [irofession should claim for these af^eiits, %v]if«n com- 
bined, iliu rare assemblage of the virtues of both, with the unpleasant 
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and troublesome attributes of neither. When itius coinbiaed, we have 
the iodide^ or rather the proi'iodule o f iron. 

This, when pure, is one of the most important articles within the 
whole range of our opulent materia medica; and for the purpose of pre- 
senting the tetU of its purity, I extract from an article in the Dunlm 
Medical Press. Of this compoundi Dr. Dupasquier, tlie author of the 
article to which I refer, remaiKs : — 

" The proto-iodide of iron generally used, is a medicme totally dif> 
ferent, both in its chemica) nature and its therapeutic action, from the 
proto-iodide which I use ; the former is not a pioto-iodide, although so 
named in all the formulae, but a mixture : the composition varies accord- 
ing to the greater or less precautions employed in its preparation and 
conservation. When dissolved in water, the liquid, instead of being 
colorless, or scarcely rolnred <^een, is brown, more or less dee[). nrcord- 
\ng as the iodide has been more or less exposed to the air. I'he smell 
and taste indicate the presenr-o of a notable quantity of free iodine. A 
properly-prepared solution slujiil l have no smell, nor more taste thaa 
the other salts of iron. It slioulii have no apparent action on aniidine, 
and with yellow cyanide of pot«i^>miii it should afford a white precipi- 
tate ; hut with both these re-agents the solution of common proto-iodide 
of iron affi>rds a blue powder ; in the latter, a veiy deep hlue. 

In fine, the common iodide of iron of apothecaries' shops, named 
in the pharmacopoeias and formularies proto-ioaide, b a mixture, in very 
▼ariable proportions, of free iodine, penodide of iron, mixed with some 
proto-iodide not yet entirely decomposed, and sesquioxide of u*on." 

I am assured by those who have made extensive and careful trial of 
the article, that Dr. Dupasquier, by suspending the salt in gummy mu- 
cilage, has hit upon an admirable plan for preparing the medicine, which 
remedies all the defects ascribed to tlic commercial article. The ap- 
pearancc of his prepamtion is an invaiiable of its purity. The pre- 
scribing ])hysician ueeds only to look upon it to pronounce upon it$ 
genuineness. 

Two, from among the several pr(^j)arations given by Dr. Dupasquier, 
will answer mc^t practical purposes — the sijru^ and the pills, 

** The following is the solution : — Take of iodine, l^A'Z grains ; iron 
filings, 30.33 do. ; distilled water, 190.89 do. Introduce the whole bto 
a small mattrass, which hold plunged, during eight or ten minutes, m 
water heated to about 161^ F., so that no portion of the iodme shall he 
volatilized. Agitate the mixture frequently. At first the liquid he- 
comes brown, but soon becomes perfectly colorless, or at most retains a 
nearly imperceptible green hue. This preparation ought to be extem- 
]K>raneou8, for it would be a vain attempt to preserve it unaltered qpe 
hour, even in r^round-stopple bottles, and altliough metallic iron were 
present, owing to tlie d«'composition of the water. From this Dr. Du- 
pasquier prepares the syrupus proto-iodidi ferri. 

" Take of the foregoing solution 60i Troy grains ; syrup of gum Ara- 
bic, colorlt^ss and thick, 6.3 Troy ounces weight ; syrup of orange flow- 
ers, 1.575 Troy ounce weight. Mix perfectly by njritatlon duriiic: a few 
mouieuts. It is iudispeusable that the byiujjs be culurless, so that the 
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physician may have ocular j)ioof ihat the medicine is not altered or 
iujurud. This should have more than usual consistence, in order thai 
the addition to the normal solution shall not impart such fluidity as 
would ftcilitate the altention of the femiginous salt by contact of air. 

*' The IbUowing is the ibrmula for the pilula prato-iodidi feni Take 
of iodme, grains ; iioo, ^9 do. ; distilled water, 378 do. Proceed 
with these to fonn a normal solutbn as before ; 6lter, and pour the 8q1u> 
tbn into an untinned iron vessel ; add honey» 302 grains ; evaporate 
rapidly> until a great part of the original water be dissipated, and a sv- 
rapy consistence shall be attained ; then add at intervals, continuaUjr 
asptatiiig with an iron spatula, powder of gum tragacanth 184 grains. 
Form vl mass and divide into 150 pills." 

Each of the ahovo pills contains just one grain of proto-ioduie ot 
iron. These may h*' kopi ready made several weeks, and, with exti'a 
care, perhaps several uiontiis. The aciiou of air and light may deepen 
the shade of color on the surface. If, by breaking tliem open, the mass 
of the pill presents the clear uansparent character, its composiiion r&- 
maius unchanged. Should they present, however, a dark or brown ap- 
pearance, the salt ii decomposed, and the commodity is worthless. 
Would they not keep indefinitely if coated with su^ar or gelatine? 

In this country, where scrofulous temperaments are common — where 
pulmonic diseases prevail, and where numerous cases of chlorotic com- 
|ilieations deceive and perplex the physician, the virtues of the iodide of 
lion cannot be too minutely studied, nor too &ithfuUy tested. 

In ansmia, or in the strumous diathesis, perverted nutrition b always 
present. The plasticity of the blood is broken down, and the arrest of 
second Dry assimilation, with all its pathological results, must inevitably 
follf>^^■• Chyle may l)e liherallv lumished, and wrought into albumen ; 
lymph ^lobides may not Ijo drheient; but, instead of the secondary as- 
similation firii^hin!:^ ili Ir cunvei-sioa into fibrin, or blood plasma, and the 
6hrin into (le-sli, or living tissue, lymph is irregularly deposited in unna- 
tunl localities ; sometimes in the liver, on the intestines, the mesentery, 
and ill ilie lungs. When deposited in the lungs, tubercle is developed, 
and a state of ansmia exists. 

Tluee objects, then, are sought in the treatment of this general path(^ 
logical condition ; first, to restore the hematosine to the blood, and ther»- 
by, by increasing its vitality, prevent the further irregular depootioii of 
lymph, by converting it into fibrin ; second, to promote, at the same 
time, die vaiious secietione; and, third, to stimulate the absorbents, and 
take up and remove the unnatural deposites* 

How shall we effect these ? This is an important inquiry. Iron will 
correct the former, })ut too often arrests the latter. While it enrlrhes 
tlt^ blood, it is apt to lock up tbn si'cretion«?, and produce fm-c r, iliirst, 
headache, &£c. By itself It can lay no ( hum to a dir* ct secernent action. 
Not so, however, with its binary coni|>Qund — ^iodide of iron. It com- 
bines, with a tonic action, that of a liijuefacient, alterative and diuretic, 
and thus obviates tlie objectioQ to the iron by itself under peculiar 
circumstances. 

It b important that a remedy, so valuable in its therapeutic appUca- 
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Uon in all forms of cachexia, should be obtained pure ; and from the 
4«tts given in the extracts alieady quoied, it will be seen Aat the com- 
num commecckl tittcleof the shops, which has been, possibly, exposed 
Ibr months or years to the decomposing action of Fight and oxygen, pos- 
sesses none of the characteristics of the genuine prot-iodide of iron. 

Wutem Medico'Chirurgical JmtnuL 



DEFECT AND IMPOTENCE OF MEMORY AFTER PARAtYSia. 

BT ROBEKT J. GRAVES, M.D., F.E.S. 

A FARMER in llio county of Wirklow, in comfortable circumstances, 
when 50 years of age, had a pai;i!ytic fit, in tho year 1B39; since thai 
time, he never recovered the oi the afTcrted side, and still labors un- 
der a painful degree of besn iiioii of speech. He is, however, .ilile to 
\%ulk about, take a n;reai ileal of active exorcise, and superinunii the 
business of his laiju. His memory seems to bo tolerably good for all 
parts of speech except noun-substantives and proper nam^ ; the latter 
he cannot at all retain ; and this defect is accompanied by the iollowbg 
singular peculiarity ; — that he perfectly recollects the initial letter i 
every subetantiTe or proper name for which he has occasion in conver* 
sation, though he cannot recall to his memory the word itself. Expeii- 
€Oce, then fore, has taught him the utility of haviui,' written in mano* 
script a Ibt of the things he is in the habit of calling for or spealnog 
about, including the proper names of his c hildren, servants and acquaint* 
ances. All these he has arranged alphabetically in a little pocket diction- 
ary which he uses as follows : if he wishes to ask anything about a cow, 
before he commences the sentence he turns to tlie letter C, and looks 
out for the wwd " cow," and keeps his finger and eye fixed on the 
word until he has finished the sentence. He can pn)nounce the word 
•cow " in its proper place, so long as he has his eye fixed upon the 
written letters ; but the moment he shuts the book it passes out of his 
memory, and cannot be recalled, alUiough he recollects its initial, and 
can leier to it again when neceasary. In the rame way when he comas 
lo DuUm, and wishes to consult me (for my name is among the indis-' 
peosablc proper names in his dictionaiy), he comes with bia diciaonary 
open to the hall-door, and asks to see Dr, Graves ; but, if by aocidieot be 
has forgotten his dictionary, as happened on one occasion, ne k totally 
unable to tell the servant what or whom he wants* He cannot recollect 
his own name unless he looks out for it, nor the name of any pe rscm of 
his acquaintance ; but he is never for a moment at a loss for thc: initial 
which is to guide h\m in hh search for the word he seeks. 

His is a remarkably exaggerated degree of the coumion dertH:^t of 
nieinory, observed in the diseases of old ag<', and in which the nnnu*^ of 
persons and things are frequently fori^uiten, although their initials no m- 
collected. It is strange that substantives and proper names, words w hich 
are first acquired by the memory in cliildhood, are sooner fore:otten than 
verbs, adjectives, and other parts of speech, which are a nmch lata 
•cquntkm. 
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A lady about 50 years of age, who was laboring under what b popu- 
larly temied a breaking up of the system — that », a ^multaneous de- 
crease in the eneigy of all the Vital functions-->-«howed among the Gnt 
symptoms a defect of memory similar to that which 1 have related aboTe. 
The first name which she was perceived frequently to Ibi^t was that of 
a femtlv with whom she was very intimate, and whom sne saw almost 
every day, and slie was much tormented by this defect, whenever she 
bad occasion to refer to any of its members in conversation. After a 
time this defect extended to tlie names of other persons and things ; in 
tho courfp of a few months she lapsed into a general want of memory, 
and weakness of intp]!rrT. 

It is interesting to compare such rases with the tmiponiry loss of 
rntu'ory which is produced hy inebriety, and the penn inctit loss of the 
same faculty tliat shows itself in old uge. Siieh a eoniji inson proves 
that diseases of the brain occasion a defect of memory, which is but an 
exaggeration of tliat observed in old age and in inebriety ; and it is, 
therefore, to be attributed not to the affection of any particular portion 
of the brain, but to a genemi derangement of the cerebral functions. 
Some medical men are mclined to think that whm, nnder such circum-» 
stances, die memory is very deficient and the intellect weak, softening 
of the brain exists ; but the preceding oliservations show that such a 
conclusion b derived from a very partial view of the subject, inasmuch 
as die patient, whose case I have first referred to, is still living, and is 
much in the same state that followed the paralytic stroke eleven jrears agOb 

The effects produced on tlie memory hy paralysis are by no means 
pro|>ortionate to the lo^-^ of muscular power that the disease gives ri«:e 
to ; and the same dispro})ortion exists also with respect to the 'in ra- 
tivc powers. Thus I liave known sevenil cases in which youn^ men 
who were attacked w iih apoplexy and hemiplegia, from which iliey re- 
covered with a Vi. ry imperftx^tly restored muscular power of the limbs 
and speech, became subsequently the fathers of several healthy children. 
On the other hand I have seen two cases where the cerebral attack was 
no slight as not to produce moie than a transitory giddiness, a passing feel- 
ing of tenor, and some hesitation of speech, with a little sabsequent numb- 
ness in the arm and cheek, and slight weakness of the leg at the same 
tioke. All these palpable symptoms passed away within twenty-lour 
liours, leaving behind scarcely an evident trace of diminished power in 
the limbs, and no impairment of anjr of the senses, articulation or mo* 
raofv ; yet ^ cerebral attack occasioned, from the very moment of its 
occurrence, a complete impotcncy, which in both cases has been for many 
ypnr« permanent, although, as i have snid before, both individuals are in 
Other respects quite healthy .-~i)tt6^i>i ^uar. •/(mr. 0/ MtA. Science, 



A CASE OF TRAUMATIC TETANUS, AND RECOVERY. 
BT THEOPOaS S. BBU, M.D., OF LOmsVILLB, XT. 

A T017NO roan, named John Varali, aged 22 years, called at my office, 
in ibe latter part of October, on accomt or a soveie woond of 
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hand, which had ht t n iiillictt t] w iih a ciiTular saw. The ihumh ^va> 
severe! V cut : tlif first bone ciu>litjd into fine sj)lcula3, and luo 

of tlie tinkers were injured in a less decree. Feeling anxious to save 
the injured members, 1 dressed each one with tlie roller bandage. The 
hope ol success did not rest upon a very finn foundation, for the young 
man had been unhealthy from infancy. He has for many years been 
subject to ft singular species of chorea. But the woun<k referred lo 
seemed to do very well for some days, and the treatment, by the bandage, 
was continued for two weeks. About die end of that time, the thumb 
was threatened with gangrene, and, in spite of qu'ioine, wme, and nutri' 
dous diet, the end of the thumb was destroyed by mordfication. But at 
the point of separation healthy pus was found, and the condition of the 
granulations was promising. Fomentations were constantly applied to 
Uie thumb for several days, but trismus manifested itself in the third 
week of the wound. The fingers were entirely healed at tlie time the 
trismus commenced. The trismus was aceompanied by nil the symptoms 
that are usually pn^scnt in such cases. The jaws were ri^id. the tongue 
stiff, the deglutition ol liquid, even, was a matter of great dilbcuity, and 
there was stricture of the chest. 

After the spasmodic condition of tlie jaw w as well established, empros- 
thotonos and opistliotonos manifested their presence by unmistakable 
signs ; and in a con^derable experience with tetanus, I have never seen 
these convulsive actions as constant and severe in any other case. There 
were times when the iace of the patient was drawn neady to his toes \ 
at other dmes the back of the head was thrown nearly to the heels. 
The convubive actbn was so great that a table standing near the patient 
was often thrown across the room, by the sudden accesskm of a spasm. 
The patient sometimes sat in a large rocking chair, and was held in it 
during the spasm ; at other times he sat on a lounge, near the partition 
wall, and the opisthotonos was so violent thai a hole was broken throutrli 
the partition, on one occasion, by the backward movement of the head- 
Tbe sufferings of the patient were beyond anything I have ever wit- 
nessed. He had no rt»t day or night, and for weeks neither the 
trismus, the opisthotonos nor ewprostbotonos seemed to yield in any 
degree. 

la the early part of the tetanic features, my own sufferings with a 
carbuncle on the left hand were so great, that I was compelled to re- 
* quest Prof. J. B. Flint to take charge of Varali for me. He very pro- 
periy ordered a solution of the extract of the Canabis Indlca, in doses 
of 2^ grains of the extract, every two or three hours. Dr. Flint was 
impie»ed with the belief that this extract was of some service^ and 
when 1 resumed the treatment of the case, I continued it. But Ibr a 
considerable length of time 1 saw but little if any mitigation. The 
spasms were as firequent, and seemed to be as violent as at any time <^ 
their career while under my observation. Partial ease was obtained for 
a short time, immediately aft^r the action of purgatives. The constipa- 
tion was unusually f^reat, even for a case of tetanus. On this arroiint I 
abandoned all the ordinary preparations of opium, and resorted lo Mc 
Muon's elixir. At the same time I duubled the dose of the Canabis 
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Indica. By purgbg the patient fi^ly, in the afternoon of- almost 
•very day, and the use of the elixir at night, I was able lo procure him 
flome sleep, and he often slept several hours at a time. The spasms 

were less frequent, but were not mitigated in their violence, nor did the 
trismus abate in any Hoi^rcc. The emprosthotonos was the first vnriety 
of t]?p spn^^ms that disaj>pf*ar«tl, and at the end of four weeks irom the 
c'oiiuiiencciucnt oi ihe tetanic attack, the tnsinus and opisthotonos were 
considerably mhigated, and finally dif?appeared. 

Throii<^hout the whole of this attack the patient was actively treated. 
The wound was regularly dressed with warm jjiaihices, and sometimes 
with the addition of laudamuu to the poultice. The patient was a mem- 
ber of the Washington Fire Company, and was, of course, well nursed. 
His iamHy were unremitting in their attentions. All that could be done 
by medicine, was done; all that faithftil and judicious nursing could do, 
was freely rendered. The strength was supprted by nourishment 
adapted to the case, and wine of a superior quality formed a leading ele- 
ment of the nourishment. In the repeated efforts to give the sufierer 
sleep by the use narcotics, the constipatbn that naturally belongs to 
tetanus was increased, and all the ordinary preparations of opium were 
abandoned on this account, and with the less regret from the fact that 
they seemed to render no service to the ca^^e. I am not prepared to say 
that much was done, in controlliiitj the tetanus, hv the Canahis Indica, 
while in my charL^e, thouf^h I faithfully used it up to the teniiination 
of the case. There were times in which it was not i^iven for twelve or 
sixteen hours, and the evils were not increased by the omission. But 
a neglect of purgatives invariably agg^ravated the spasms, and their ac- 
tion was always followed by decided mitigation lor irregular intervals of 
time. The elixur of opium, also, usually gave ease, and was generally 
Ibllowed by some sleep. 

Tbroogfaout the whole of this tetanic attack, the wound of the thumb 
lemamed stationary, it seemed to grow neither better nor worse, durine 
the existence of tetanus through its term of four weeks, and I continued 
to dress the wound for more than a month after the tetanus had disap- 
peared. The thumb is now well, with the loss of the first joint. 

I have called this a case of tetanus, because all the symptoms of that 
malady were present in a marked degree. But it is possible that the at- 
tack may have been an aggravation of the lon<x-slanding chorea, and 
mav fiave siirnihui'd t«'tanus, or the cliorea may hiwe. exerted some in- 
fluence on the tetanus. The tri'^mus came on more sluggishly than 
usual, but I have seen considerable varieties in tliis feature. I have seen 
it come in all lis fulness at thi very onset of its appearance, and I have 
seen it developc itself grachially, hut never so slowly as in the young 
man whose case is under consideration. The recovery of this patient 
suipiised me very much, as it dk! everybody who knew anything of the 
case. 

In presenting a portraiture of this remarkable case, it is proper to 
mention that some five or six years since, I attended yoimg Varali in 
a case something like the one recorded above. He was soflfeiing then 
fioro a wound, and had well-marked tetanus symptoms^ from which he 
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ncovored miicb flooDerlhan from the ncsot attack. I enftertaiiNd so 
doubt about the tetanic character of the fint attack* nor do I know ibit 
there is much reason Ibr a doubt about the second. 

It is gratifying to add that the health oT the subject of these remuis 
is much better since his recent recovery, than I have known k to be Ibr 
ten y&us^-^IVeiUm Jour* of Aled. and Swg» 



CASE OF STRANGULATED HERNU. 
av JOHM nidiLf na.y ioaoaon to the jjiiBOATH mtmumx, 

Wbdncsoat, Jan. 1, 1851. — This morning, at 5 o'clock, I was reqaest* 
ed by my iriend, Mr. Pinlny, to visit David Shuld, a seaman, aged 
who had been brought ashore fiom a ship, about four hours previously, 
with all the symptoms of strangulated hernia. Mr. Hnlay had seeo 
him shortly after he liad reached his iiome, and had made a peisevering 
attempt to reduce the hernia, but without effect. The man's statement 
—which was rather confused — ^was, that for many years he had labored 
under hernia, ibr which he had worn a truss ; but lliat the tumor fre- 
quently came down, and was rctumod on several occasions w'wh difncnllv. 
and after liavlni; caused synnitoms rcscnibling bis pn-sfiu attack ; llint 
on Monday forenoon (Dec. 30), feelinj; co:?tivcan(l nnwell, he had takeo 
a dose of castor oil, which had acted three timeii ; that the same evening, 
about 9 o'clock, whilst engaged in ilie ship's ringing, he had felt the tu- 
mor come down suddenly ; that he ininiediately became sick, aod 
vomited, and liad been in ^reat agony ever since. 

He was evidently in great pain, his pulse small and wiiy, the wbok 
aurfiuse of the body cold and damp (he had not been able to change his 
wal clothes for two days and nights hekae coming ashore) ; but his coun- 
tenance was not much sunk, nor hb muscular strength much lessened 
The belly was hard, tense and tympanitic ; but without much tendemos 
on pressure. He complained of intense sbkness, and had frequent retch- 
ing and vomiting of bilious-looking matter, with dragging pains about tin 
navel, and constant thirst. 

The hemial tninor occupied the right side of the scrotum, and was fully 
the size and about the shape of a bon chrcticn pear, of twelve ouiices or 
a pound weiii;ht, having the testicle at its lower part, aod feciiog veiy 
tense, but with no great deforce of lendernes<;. 

We placed him under tlie full influence of chlororuiui, which pnxluaii 
complete rela?cation of the nui^cular system, and tiic taxis w as aejain tried. 
At first it seemed as if the tumor would be easily reduced, a cunsidtrable 
part of its bulk apparently passing up, but immediately returning on the 
withdrawal of pre^re. 

He was now directed to be sent to the Infirmary, and placed in the 
warm bath as soon as possible. 

About 9 o'ckx:k he was seen by Dr. Bruce, who, after keeping hitn fcr 
about half an hour in the bath, again placed him under chloiororai, aod 
l^ttcmpted reduction, without effect. 

At 10 o'clock, the symptoms cootmuing unmitigated, it was lesclved, 
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in con^itlfirinn, to operate. On cuttui^ throTi'i the intef»unnents, llip f;i^- 
ci;i ;in(! ci llular substniirc were found iiiiicli tliickenpd, iniittoH toi^cliKT, 
and infiltrated with SLium. and at stneral points with air. Tlic sac \va3 
stroniily and unifonnly adhc^HMit to the parts around, was very touL,di,and 
innrh thickoned, bt;ing at no point less than a line, and at one part at 
at least half an inch, in thickness. On making a small opening into it, 
a stream of yellow, turbid, and very fcetid fluid was thrown into the air 
with great mice, and this continued to flow until at least ten or twel?flF 
ounces were discharged. On a careful examination I now became con- 
rinced that tbe sac was empty, at least of any solid body ; and, on intro* 
ducing a director through the opening, it passed without any obstruction 
d^igh tbe inguinal canal into tht abdominal cavity. From those ciiv 
cumstances, and the large quantity and nature of the fluid psfssed, somer 
of my colleagues were of opinion that the part opened mighi prove to b» 
intestine. 

.^Ithoui^di satisfied in my own mind, from the color, density, tcu^hness, 
great and unequal thickness, and unitbrrn adhesion to the fascia, that the 
part opened nni'^t be the snc, yet, being also satisfied that it contained 
neither onienlum nor inlestiiic, it was agreed to place a ligature on ilie 
small opening, and, after closing liie wound witli sutures, to wait for some 
hours the result. 

In the evening — no relief having resulted from the operation — the 
wound was opened up and the sac cut into, which, from its structure 
and smooth serous surface, was now evidently seen to be tliickened 
peritoneum. Tbe finger could now be passed without difliculty through 
tbe neek of the sac into the abdomtmu cavity, and there encountered 
what felt like a mass of omentum, and adhered slightly to tbe peritoneal 
surface. 

The man died tbe same evening, about 10 o'clock, after having vomit* 
cd a lar^o quantity of atercoraceous matter, and without any abatement 

of his sufferings. 

On opening the body next day, we found the appearances usually ])re- 
sented after death from hernia — considerable eflfusion of turbid serum, the 
intestines agglutinated toi^ether by soft, fibrinous matter, and the whole 
abdojTiinnl viscera indicutinL% in greater or less de^^ree, the existence of 
inilaiiunntory action. Iniinediately corresponding to, and lying loo-i'ly 
over, the internal orifice of the sac and inguinal canal, was a portion of 
tlie ileum, in a completely sphacelated state, about three inches in length, 
and its margin sharply and regulaily de6ned, so as to indicate accurately^ 
tbe lioe of constrictk>n. The serous surface of this part had lost its 
smoothness and elasticity, and the mucous membrane was soft and pulpy, 
and 80 much thkskened as completely to close up the canal. Above this 
party tbe intestine was, as usually seen, enormously dilated. 

JZemiirXr^.— The opinion which I formed of this case at the time of the 
operation^ from the phenomena which nresented themselves during its ^ 
progress, was, that the part strangulated must have passed up during . 
some of til'' attempts at reduction ; but that the morbid action was so 
far advanced as to have prevented any relief being derived irom the re- 
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moral of tbe strangulation. This view, 1 think, the post-mortem eia- 

mination proves to have been correct. 

It was also evident, from the appearances presented both during; the 
operation nnd on di^-crtion, tliat the hernial sac had been irreducible 
for a long period, jiroitably for many years; and, on minutely inquiring 
into this, we found iliat, although a strong circular truss had been con- 
stantly worn up to the eotnmencenieiu of the attack, the rigbtside of the 
scrotum had always remained eoii^lderably enlarged. 

The constant pressure of this strong truss over the unreduced sac w ill 
also account for its strong adheaons to the fascia, and for the congested 
and infiltrated state of the smroundin^ ceUular tissues. Tbe circumstance 
of our being able, during tbe attempts at reduction^ to lessen consideraUj 
the bulk of the tumor, led probably to a longer delay of the opeiation 
than would otherwise have been the case. 

Tbe more I see of hernia, the more strongly am I convinced that all 
danger lies in delay ; from the opeiation itself 1 have never seen the 
smallest danger result. . 

Notwithstanding this apparent reductkn in bulk during pressure, yet 
thi' instant pressure was withdrawn, the tumor resumed its fonner size, 
and at the time of njicratlon it was as larjre, and felt fi'=; tense, as it ever 
hnd hi en. This, ami tlie persistence of all the symptoms, rentkird it 
iifijxKsible to suspect rednrtion of the strangulated boweL— ii/i/t^ar^A 
Monthly Journal of Medical ^Science, 



OS INHALATION OF VARIOUS MEDICINAL SUBaTANCES. 

[At a late meeting of the Medical Society of Ix)ndon, Dr. Snow read a 
paper on inhalation. From a report of it in the Lancet, we copy tbe 

following.] 

He said, that previously to the discovery of etherization, medicines had 
rarely been inhaled, except with a view to their local action ; but that 
there \v;is no more reason to limit inhalation to pulmonary diseases, than 
to restrict ilie exhibition of nifHriet!\es by deglutition to affections of the 
stomach and bowels. He admitted, however, that the proper adminis- 
tration of medicines by inhalation was attended with much greater diin- 
culties llian their exliihition in the usual way. The chief object of his 
communication was to point out the manner in which certani medicines 
could be inhaled. According to their diliereui physical properties, ihey 
might be inhaled either with or without the aid of heat ; and when heat 
was employed, they might be inhaled either in the dry way, or with the 
vapor of water. The fumes expelled by heat fiom the ^ctiacts of opium, 
stramonium and aconite, were inhaled dry. Ammoniacum and other 
gum resins could be inhaled either b tbe same way. or with vapor of 
water. Turpentine, creosote, camphor* iodine and benzoic acid, had 
been conveniently inhaled along with watery vapor, by placing the dose of 
medicine to be used in about half an ounce of water, which was heated by 
the flame of a spirit lamp. Several of these medicines had also bfen in- 
haled at the ordinary temperature of the air, without vapor of water, 
as also had ammoaia, hydrocyanic acid and chlorine. For drawing nt' 



Digitized by Google 



TreatmeM of ike Bku of Fouomm R/^tUu 



119 



trate of silver into the larynx in the form of {X)\vdor, the bowl of a pipe, 
With a '_;lass tube fitted into it, was used. A grain of nitrate of silver, 
finely powdtit'fl w ith five grains of loaf sugar, was udialcd, by a strong 
inspiration, once a-day. The sugar was recommended bjr a French au- 
thor for diluting tlie agent, and had an advantage over lycopodiuni 
powder and siimlar substances, which, not being soluUe in the mucus 
of the air-passages, caused vrhatkiii* At the hcispital fer consumptioii 
at Brompcon, the physicians to which instituto nad imrited Dr. Snow 
to assist in contriving and superintending the inhabtkm of medicines, 
opium had been bhaled by a considerable number of phthisical patients, 
generally with marked bene6t. Relief had also been obtained from 
seveial other medicines ; but the inhalation of iodine and chkuine had 
apparently not been attended with any advantage. It might not be un- 
interesting to mention that, while four patients were inhaling chlorine 
twice a-day, in the summer of lf^-J9, two of them were attacked with 
cholera, they being the only patients in th^ hospit.il that were attacked 
with it at the time. As chlorine can he snu li exhaiin;^ m the bn^atli for 
hours after the patient has inhaled it, he thouLjht tliai this occurrence 
was op|K>$ed to the hypoth* -is that the diliusion of chlorine in the air 
had the power of limiting or prt vt ntinfif the spread of cholera. It was 
not his intention to treat of the inhalation of cldoroforni on the present 
oecaaon ; but having i>een speaking of pulmonary afiections, he might 
state that he had never seen chlomfomi fail to relieve an attack of spas- 
modic asthma in any case in which it had been inhaled. 

In the discussion which ensoedj several fellows took parL The views 
advanced were generally m support of the opinions expressed by Dr* 
Snow, whose labors on the subject of the inhalatioD of anedicines wero 
spoken of with much commendation. 



TREATMENT OF THE BITES OF POISONOUS REPTILES. 
To the Editor oftho Botton Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Sir, — Struck with the very inefficacious treatment I see employed in 
the United States in bites of poisonous snakes, 1 wish to indkate the 
more active and efficient treatment I have used lor twelve years past 
in this country, for bites of those dangerous reptiles so very abundant m 
this quarter of the world. 

1. 1 observed the inefficiency of tlie guaco, laixde largatigo, alkali, Uc, 
tec, in most of the severe cases, and therefore sought for bettor means. 

3. Observing the action of the poison of snakes on the human sys- 
tem, I became convinced that it acted more directly on the albuminous 
puts of the blood, dissolving it completely, and rendering it perhaps 
more permeable tlian water ; thus the exudation of the fluid (llie hlood 
dis'jolved) through all tlie openings of the mucous raerobranes, even 
through thp pores of the skin. 

1 ( oii.iiirri (1 ihi'n,that tho ronvnly whirh would act quickly in oppos- 
ing this dissolution of the albuminous portion of tlie blood, and even in* 
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crease its dasiiciiy, would certainly cure all bites of snakes, if employed 
propcTly and in duo time. 

4. This remedy i found lu be " mercury," whose action oo them* 
tMu, at first, b to increase and thicken the albuniinoits part oftlie blood. 

5. i therefore use frietiona of strong meicunal ointment over the spine, 
oo the aides of the chest, and the inner parts of tlie arms and thigbo— 
these frictions to be repeated evan every hour hi dangerous cases. 

6. On the rest of the whole surface of the body, frictions aie to bo 
used of alkali and sweet oil, mixed with camphor. 

7. Inwardly, in pills or powder, every one, two, three or four hours, 
according to urgency, and at each dose :— From 2 to S grains of r:ilo- 
mnl ; from 2 to 10 grains of sulphate of quinine ; from \ to I grain of 
Minsk ; from I lo h ^m'm of camplior. The doses adapted to the nature 
of ilic case, and continued till the cure is obtained. 

8. 1 always have the bite sucked, or cups nppllcd, and immediately 
after tlic actual caustic applied as docp as possible. Soon alti i this, 1 
keep on the wound, pure warm spirits of turpentine, to excite the sup- 
puiation of the parts, allemately with poultices wetted with the same 
spirits, according to llie state of the |>ai'ts. 

9. Always a moderate ligature or compreaaioD to be applied between 
the heart and the wound. 

10. The above treatment to be repeated over and over again, and fol- 
lowed even for several days, if the alarming sympUxns continoe. 

11. With this treiatment 1 have saved all tliose I have been called to 
treat ; even some very desperate cases, in w hich I began kte, i-eoovefed 
by this treatment, energetleally pursued, which thus succeeded in arveatp 
ing the dissolution of the blood. 

In haste, I remain respectfully, A. Lacombb, 
jPe^. 8, 1851. Part Fhysicim Fuerto CabeUo, Venezuela. 



TUC AUSSACllUtfETTd STATK RKCOHD-ADDaKSS OF PHYSiCJAKS 

IN THE COUNTUY. 

To the Editor of th§ Boston Medical and Surgical Joumoh 

Dear Sib, — My attention has been attracted to two paragraphs, in the 
last two numbers of the Medical Jounial. 
In the last number, is a paragraph copied from the Daily Times, in 

which it is stated that Dr. Edward Warren, of Waltham,'* was appoint- 
ed Treasurer of the Middlesex Coimty Medical Society. 

Upon referring to the Massachusetts State Record, noticed in the pre- 
ceding number of your Journal, 1 6nd the names of Dr. R. S. War- 
ren, Waltham," and " Dr. Edward Warren, Newton." The names of 
at lea^^t four niedieal f^entleinen, all in active practice and of re«ndnr 
standinf;^, two in this village, one at West Newton, and om; ai ■Nfwton 
Corner, are not mentioned at all in the '* Record " ; thus adbrdini; a 
strong instance of tiie value of your suggestion witii regard to the expe- 
diency ol <)i)taining a correct list. 

W ould it not be a suiFicient object for tiie Massachusetts Medical So- 
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ciety, in the proper time and place, to instruct the Secretaries to prepare 
yearly such a list as you mrntron, in which the address of eacli of the 
menibtM^ should be correctly ascertained and recorded ? Tliis list mii^ht 
be oiJ'ered to tlie editor of the Massachusetts *' Hecord," or anv simi- 
lar work, for publication in such a manner that the Medical JSociely 
should have a place by itself; as was Ibrnierly the case in the " Re- 
gister.'' Thus the feelings of the other pnictitioxiers will be spared, and 
liiey may hold the jx)st of honor by ihenisclves. 

With the exception of merchants in large cities, profcssiooa] men re- 
ceive more letters sod papers of variouf kinds, tbui any other chss in 
the oominuiiity. It b, thereibre, very important Ibr them to see that, if 
their names are published m registers and directories, their address is 
given correctly. 

The blunders frequently made, and the ceidessaess used in directing 
properiy, are astonishing. I have heard, upon very good authority, of a 
reverend gentleman wbo holds his D.D. by virtue of a mistake in his 
christian name, the university who conferred it having intended it for a 
(iiffprent person, whose name they neulectod projierly to ascertain. ! 
have known also an Individunl n ceive and appropriate a conimi<^sion as 
justice of the peace, inteiulcd for :-omc one else. In each case they 
were tenaciously retained, and the conferring powers thought it best to 
suljiiiit to the assumption, rallier than provoke hostility or i\\n\v aticnuon 
to their blunder by strong measures. In the last case, and i presume in 
the former, tlie injury was repaired to the aggrieved party. 

The directions Cambridge,'' <'Roxburv," Newton," lie., are, Ibr 
all practical purposes, as md^lte as *' U. S. America " or Massacbu- 
setts.'* In the town of Newton, for example, there are Gve post^villages, 
as distinct from each other as separate towns. If a notification is direct- 
ed to A. B., Newton, it goes to Newton proper, thence it is returned to 
Boston, and may be forwarded four times, reaching its final destination 
with quadruple postage (if not detained more than one day in each place) 
b five days, and long after it has ceased to be of any value. 

As this increases the revenue of the post ofiice, it is not the duty of 
the post-masters to assist in rptnovin^^ the difhculty. I believe that in 
England an individual, bv I' ;i\ in<; his addn^ s at the General Post Ofiice, 
may have his letters forwanlttl lo any put of tlie kinirdom ; but I am in- 
formed that this cannot be done here, because the clerks ri ;i(i mrn'ly the 
name of the town, and not the whole address. For a siunlar reason, 
if one part of tlie name of the place is below the other ; for instance, if 
Upper Falls is written above or below the word Newton, the cleric catches 
merely the latter word and mails it to Newton proper. 

Respectfully youis, E. W., Newton Lower Faffs, 



GLYrKRivE IN Deafness. — Glycerine still continues to be used in 
England in the treatment of certain cases of deafness. Tfio-. H. Wak- 
ley, Ksq., Surgeon to the Royal Free Hospital, reports a number of siic- 
cessful cases 'm the Lancet. It is found particularly useful in dealues8 
ibiiowiug eruptive and other fevers. 
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SDITOKIAL CORRESPOr^DENCE. 

PAila, Nubia, Ike, lOM, 1650.— If accounts here are to be credited, 
disease is scarcely known at this extreme point of traTel. There is oott 
medical practitioner for 200 miles, except the surgeon of the bartacb. 

Blindness is not quite so frequently met with as in the lower parts of 
Egypt; .^lill i have seen many adults nnd children with opacity of ihc 
cornea. Aca?»e of paralysis of the lace, and one of scrota! hernia in a Uy, 
who replaced or protruded the sac at pleasure for the sake of backslitish, 
were met with. A lull, hiiely-developed Arab consulted rae respecting bii 
wife, who vomited her food immediately after eating. Among all the 
Aljy s^inians whom we saw from the slare marts^not one had an apparent 
physical defect. Two years ago the plague raged up and down the river, 
cutting off the poor people at a nielanclioly rate, n\'en above the first cata- 
ract, it ht iiiLT generally developed in and cotilincd to Cairo and the Irir::^ 
towns l)eK)\v. Not a case of cholera the present season appeared aU)ve 
Cairo, in that dasty, barren, closely-packed city of not far from 200,000 
inhabitants, it has been estimated that 8,000 died while the epidemic pre* 
Tailed. At Alexandria, it is asserted that 300 often died in a day, aothdat 
5»000 were swept off by it in the course of a few weeks. It had not wholly 
subsided when we arrived there. 

In returnitii'- down the river from the cataract, we stopped to see and con- 
sider each and every object worth noticing — enoueh, indued, to keep a calm 
man in a conslant state of excitement. ISo country can boast of such 
antiquities — none has such historical monumenu. It has been to us a long, 
tedious and expensive voyage ; but we have had the gratification of roamiiig 
over and through temples and ranges of tombs, and climbing pyramids, 
made long before the birth of Abraham — of standing at the foot of th*^ 
colossal mountains of liewn ««tone at Oceseh, where Moses, Plato and 
Pythagoras once stood and ga/ed. My diary can no longer be introduced 
into letters, even abridged ; but by every conveyance I shall wriie liit 

Srincipal events of my travelss from Cairo through the Desert to the Bed 
lea, and from thence through Palestine, a part of Syria, Turkey aoil 
Greece. ► 

Should some of our enterprising stone masons travel through Egypt* 
they would discover the mortifying fact, in the quarries of Silisis, that were 
extensively wrought nearly 4,000 years a^i^o, and in the granite brds at 
Syene, that a skill in stone-cutting wui then practiced which is uukiiowii 
at the present day. At Thebes I have gazed with astonishment at the 
enormous blocks that were transported from their native beds, down the 
river, to their present position. At the Temple of Ombus there are blocks 
• of hewn stone 20 feet long by 8 feet square, which must have been carried 
up a high bank of the river before being elevated to their place in the 
bnildini,^. Think of the roof of a largo public edifice, made of solid piccei 
of granite 5 feet square and 15 feet in leniiih, lying side by side. A!! the 
sloncis, small or large, were dowelkd loixether with a piece of wood, each 
way. The surface of a stone designed to have another upon it, had a rough 
depression in it for mortar. Wooden dowels, excluded from the-aii'i vw 



Digitized by Google 



E^^Unial Corretprndenoe* 



193 



last for ages* After seeing them as they were used in walls here in Eeypt, 
that arc now firm as the everlasting hills, and which have witnessed the 

"wrecks of empires and the convulsions of nature durinij s^cvcral thousand 
years, I think they are quite as good as copper, ffiperior to iron, and worthy 
of itnitalioa in our country. In some exposed walls, liuble to l)e weakened 
by running water, the dovetails of wood would lug like giants to keep the 
Qtones from separating. The ancient stone-cutters had long chisels not 
exceeding half an inch in width. This is shown bv the strokes in the 
stones of all the ruins examined, from the fallea pillars at Alexandria to 
the tablets, architraves and snspendeJ rliapitcrs in Ethiopia beyond the 
boundaries of Egypt. Our <h\\) carpenters, loo, mii^^ht obtain important 
hints on the Nile. No better hulls can be put together than are found 
here. Some, quite large enough for schooners, are made of bits of plank 
not more than three feet long by one foot four inches wide ; but a com- 

rensation for this apparent defect exists in an almost solid wall of ribs, side 
y side, of locust-wood — called here tamarask — the shittim*wood of the 
Old Testament. Decay is out of the question in their boats. Every plank 
or piece of on<" i-^ fastened with a hcndcd iron j'pike, the heads entering the 
M'ood to a coniniou level, and tow beini>- wound around under the head, the 
thickness of the board it is to hold in place. Of other mechanical matters, 
my journal has copious details. 

Within an boor I have Tisited the great citadel temple of Edfoo, the 
ancient Apollonopolis — the propyla or gateway towers of which are proba* 
biy 100 feet high each, by 90 feet in width at the base, and yet the cap 
course of stone is gone. The pillars within cannot be matched, out of 
Egypt, for niassiveness and beauty. The door of entrance between the 
towers is much like the fjranite entrance to iVIount Auburn, only more 
lofty. A wail, unique for strength, height and finish, surrounds the once 
sacred ground, where the cunning old heathen priests, secured against Uie 
assaults of political foes, as they were from vulgar eyes, imposed upon 
generation after generation of men. There are sculptures, cartouches and 
hieroglyphics, with fine specimens of coloring, on the walls. The wall 
within, nearly 50 feet high, is also full of them, to near the top, concealing 
of course the body of the niagiiiticent pillars and elaborately ornamented 
chambers. If cleared out it would be found, I suspect, one of the best pre- 
served temples in the valley of the Nile. I there likewise observed the 
system of dowtelling the stones with wood, to keep them from spreading 
apart. The colomns appeared to be dressed after being placed, as were 
siso the walls of the apartments. The same thing was observed at Philce, 
^vherc several of the columns were left, half finished, with the chalk marks 
that were to be the guides for the workmen. 

Thebes, Dec. \2th. — At 3, P. M., having cuuipleted a thorough exami- 
nation of the ruins, and everything surprising and grand in ancient Egyptian 
ntehitectttre, at Luxor, Kanah and Thebes, our boat has again been tomed 
towaids Cairo. If the temples visited excited my profound astonishment, 
what a strange sensation was produced on entering the ancient tombs, ex* 
cavated into the rocky sides of a mountain, nearly as long as the Quincy 
Markf t in Boston, and half as wide, comprising a succession of beautiful 
apartments, with occasional arched ceilincrs and columns, and paintings 
that have now been executed more than 2,(iU0 years. At the extremity of 
the tombs were granite sarcophagi, that in themselves, on account of tneir 
immense size, are wonders of mechanical ingenuity. To describe a tithe 
of what has been seen in these royal sepubhres, illustrative of the skill. 
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mechanical adroitness and power, of the artisans of Egypt 1,800 yesrs be* 
fore the commencement of tne christian ers, would be an interminabile and 

unsatisfactory labor, and tlierefore will not be attempted. 

Yesterday a regular Ej^yptian serpent-charmer waited upon us, on our 
return from llie tombs of Bruce and Bfil^oni, and inquired for the hakeem, 
or (lootor, wlmm ho understood was in ihv comp:iny. On pref^entinfr my- 
self, he gaid lie was him^tdf a hakeom — shook hands, and multeriag w 
himself awhiic squalled do\vn to a kind of eel-pol-shaped basket — and 
opening the cover, throst in his band and drew ont a snake resembling an 
adder, about a yard in length, the head of which he immediately thrust inis 
bis mouth, and kept crowding in, fold after fold, till no more could be re< 
ceived, when he drew it out. Ho had five snake?, of dif!(?rpnt size*?, which 
were handled with a freedom wiiich made one's hair crawl. The ruinutii 
of the exhibition it is unnecessary to describe. Few, it is said, possess the 
secret of this influence over the.-e reptiles, lie assured mc he could make 
any serpent in a field leave his hole and ran directly to him — and woaU 
handle them with perfect impunity, no matter how poisonous they might 
be. His son, a little boy, he said could do the same. 



Analyses of the Sdidi and Fluids eonmmed by idl Classes of the Puh' 
tic* — A series of analytical examinations has been and is now being made 
ttt London, of the various solids and fluids which are used by " all classes* 
of the public. We are uninformed how this sanitary commiission was a^ 

pointed, nor do wc know the names of the scientific gentlemen who com- 
pose it ; but it is evident tliat ninny slranire developments of fraiid have 
already been discovered by the conimiafcioners. Their report, so far as 
they have extended their researches, is published in the London L-uncei, 
from which we make a synopsis. It commences with sugar and its adul- 
terations. Mention is made of the various kinds, elements, dec., which it 
is deemed unnecessary now to speak of— our intention being to allude 
only to the impurities and adulterations of cane snirar. Tliese consij^ 
of organic and inoriranic matters. The organic substances are frn^menta 
of the sncrir cane, <Tliicose or grape sugar^ veq-etnhle albumen, bJood, 
on animalcule j)eculiar to sugar, fungi, woody fibre, and starch granules. 
The inorganic impurities are lime, lead, iron and earthy matter. These 
aeveral impurities are not found in the crystal parts of the sugar, which 
are pure cane, but in the more fluid part which surrounds, adheres to 
and coat55 them. The cni'stal su«^r possesses by far the greatest sweeten- 
ing properties, and is less prone to undergo the fcrmcntire rhanges : while 
grape suc:ar, on the other hand, is of less swcclenin;^ power, and is quite 
apt to ferment. In ihe brown sugars there is much vegetable albumen, 
which increases its weight, and also its liability to ferment ; but what will 
astonish, and perhaps most alarm the consumer of sugars, is the fact of the 
unrefined qualities containing more or less of dmmaleula. To Dr. Hasaail, 
the scientific world arc indebted for this discovery; with the microscope he 
was enabled to detect mites or acari, not unlike the itch-insect, and from 
their microscopical appearance we should judge them to bo a more formi- 
dable animal. These insects were found in raw or unrrfined sugars, the 
place where these are prepared not exempting them from the liability. By 
this discovery of Dr. Hassall,that affection of the skin, called grocer's itci, 
is accounted for, for it is well known that that class of traders are very 
liable to extreme irntation of the skin, and it is genemtly in those who 
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handle tlie sugars lari^cly. There are also sporulcs of fnnnji dipcovorable 
in the impure sugars, which are supposed to favor the development of the 
«eart. Starch was found in almost every sample of sugar examined ; 
also woody fibre, limoi lead, iron, and stone grit. In thtriy-Hx tampleg 
examined by the micro$eape, thiriy-JIce had the dhguHiftg-looking acari in 
them ; also, all of these samples contained more or lejfs of impurities and 
adulterations. The commissioners came to the coru !u>ion, fmm 'Im abim- 
dant evidence adduced, that a majority of the brown sugtirs, a.^ iniported and 
sold to the public, are impure, and in a state i^enerally unft for hu- 
man eontumption.** The refined sugar is therefore recommen<led to cou' 
•nmers, as -the only kind proper for use, and they should. be willing to pay 
ft fair price for it. In oar next luimberwe shall speak of Aaiow Root and 
its AnuLTSBATioira. 



DUemei if Memtntathn,^** On Diseases of Menstruation and Ovarian 

Inflammation, in connection with Sterility, Pelvic Tumors, and AflTectjona 

of the Womb. By Edward J. Tilt, M.D., London.— New York, Samuel 
S. «fe VVm. Wood, publishers. Boston, Ticknor & Co." The author has 
ccrlainly f^iven us much that is new and interesting in his little volume. 
It is written with great care, and furnishes evidence of a mind well cultured. 
With all Dr. Tilt's theories, it cannot be expected that every one will be 
pleased ; but in the main, they will be found tenable. The diseases peculiar 
to menstraation, have always been considered very obscure, and the or^ns 
concerned in this function have never been satisfactorily defined. This 
work may be considered the best that has been published on the subject, 
and it must fill a space in medical literature which has heretofore heen 
void. In his introduction, he says — " If, llien, it be eslablislied that the 
ovaries govern ineiKslruation, it is reasonable to study the disorders of 
menatruation in connection with the diseases of those organs, so that we 
nay have some connectiog link in the investigation of these important dia- 
eases, and be able, in many instances, to direct our treatment to that organ 
which all recogniaeaa the fountain head of menstruation ; and as we ascribe 
to inflammation so great an influence in disturbing the functions of the 
ovaries as to produce diseases of menstruation, we must question ourselves 
respecting the occurrence and phenomeDa represented by this most im- 
portant word." 



The Journal of the Society for the Pretention of PattperttnL^Wt hava 
faceived, from the board of managers, the February number of the abova- 

named monthly, published in this city. It is filled with interesting matter 

upon the stihjr-rtor pauperism. From the report nf the secretary, it appears 
that more than ihree-fourths of the applicants for siiuations \V2TQ f(jrf is^7iers. 
It seems to usami.^iaken policy in our goveruinenl, to encourage eniigratioo 
to this country, when we are suQering ^9 much from the increase of pauper- 
iaoi canaed by it. The law which was enacted by our legislature, requir* 
iog iMftd mosey to be paid by the alien, and bonds, with sufficient 
anMty, that he would not become a burthen to the State for a certain time, 
seemed just and proper ; yet we believe it was decided to be unconstitutional 
by the Supreme Court of the United States. Until our own poor are proper- 
ly cared for, we do not think we are called upon to render assistance to the 
poor of other countries. We wish the Society for the Prevention of Pau- 
perism all success in their philanthropic undertakings. 
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Graduaiet of the Medical School ofSarvard Crm9em(y.^At the Mmi* 

annual examination held on the 6lh of Marchi 1651« at the MassachnaetU 
Medical College, the following candidates were eiamined and approved 

for the degree of Doctor of Medicine : — 

Enoch Adams, Andovcr, Mp., Thesis on Vjieumofua. 
George Pierce Baker, Providence, R. I., Elation dtltoeen 

Kryaipelas and Puerperal Fever. 
James Coldhamt Simcoe, Canada W., IniermkUnt Fever, 
William C. B. Fifield« Weymouth, Puerperal Conwlsiong, 
Richard Gundry, Simcoe, Canada W., Medical Evidence* 
George AsaHoyt, A.M., Framinghain, Dysmenorrhaa. 
William Albert Lewis, Sterling, pt., Causes of Peritonitis, 
Jenks Harris Otis, Boston, Urinary Cahidut, 
William Samuel Pattee, Quincy, Ascites. 
Francis Tuttle, Barnstead, N. H., Continued Fever. 

O. W. HoLna, Xto. 



Rhode Island Medical Socjffij — Delegates to the American Medical A^- 
eociation, — At the last scmi-auuuui incciiug of the Rhode Island Medical 
Society, the following gentlemen were appointed delegates to the meettof 
of the American Medical Association in May, 1851 : — ^Drs. Usher Parsons, 
Theophilus C. Dunn, Joseph Mauran, George Capron, Ezekiel Fowler, S. 
Augustus Arnold, David Holmes, Henry P. Pratt, Charles H. Fisher ami 
Abflttlom P. King. 



Report nf the Ci/y Megisirar of Boston. — This document, as prepared 
by Mr. Simonds, our efficient Ciiy Registrar, is becfinninc: to take the 
place which it deserves among the annual statistical reports of the day. 
His report for the last year, just puUished, contains all the information 
which could be desired respecting the important matters which come as* 
der his observation. We glean from it a few particulars, and may pe^ 
haps refer to it again. 

The number o( births registered dnrinrr the year was 51279 ; \''\7..,'Mil 
males, 259S remalcb*. An»ong them were d'.i cases of twins. The birth-places 
of the parents of these children were as follows : — Boaton — fathers, 456; 
mothers, 6SS5. Massachusetts, except Boston — fathers, 533 ; mothen<. 601 
Total New England-— fathers, 1704; mothers, 1741. United Suiei. 
except New England — fathers, 122; mothers, 119. Ireland — Aithersi 
2731; mothers, 2792. Total foreign countries— fathers, 3340 ; roirtben, 
3320. 

The number of intentions of marriage registered was 2557, one cr both 
of the parties being described as residmg in Boston. Of these, were na- 
tives of the United States — males, 1160; females, llo3. Of Ireland' 
males, 999 ; females, 1009. 

The whole number of deaths registered was 3667 — being abou: 1400 
less than in 1849, the cholera year. The deaths last year went 1 >b 
38, or 2.64 per cent., instead of 1 in 26 as in 1819. The ages \\ereas 
follows :—undcr 1 year. 879 ; 1 to 2, 439 ; 2 to 3, 194 ; 3 to 5, 194; o 
to 10. 165 ; 10 to lo, 6S; lo to 20, 131 ; 20 to 30, 475 ; 30 to 40. 369; 
40 to 50, 246 ; 50 to GO, 175 ; 60 to 70, lol ; 70 to BO, lOS ; SO to 90, 
48 ; 90 to 100, 17 ; over 100, 1. Consumption was the cause of $88 of 
the deaths. 
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The following extract » given, that our more distaat readers may under- 
stand the cause of so great an increase in the foreign population of Boston, 

as is .•shown nhove nna in onr weekly report of dciiths in the city. 

"The niuhip!i«'fi fnrilities for rapid travelling have made it praclicaiile 
and ronvcnitnt lor the business men of Boston to live out of town, and 
thousands of them have within a few years established their family resi- 
dences near tlie various railroad stations and omnibu9 routes within ten or 
fifteen miles. Their warehouses, stores, shopa, and employees, remain in 
the city. Our native population has been also considerably affected by the 
numbers who have left, seeking a golden harvest in California. It is with- 
in the last five years, that the tide of emigration from Europe has set 
strongly to Boston. Previously we received directly a much smaller pro- 
portion, of a less emigration. While the greater part of llie emigrants 
landing in Boston, proceed directly to the interior of New England, or the 
Western States, many remain, including generally the most undesirable 
portion." 



Mortality ef Lowell in 1860. — A statement of the deaths in Lowell, with 
the diseases and ages, as prepared by Dr. J. Spalding, City Physician, has 
been received. From it we learn that 492 persons died in that city during 
the year, 219 of whom were males, and 278 females. Nearly one fourth 
of the deaths were caused by consumption, and two thirds of them were 
females. The greatest mortality occurred in August, when there were 62 
deaths. We should judge the city to have beeo exempt from epidemical 
diseases, and to have enjoyed an unusual degree of health. 



Tlie Stethoscope and Virginia Medical Gazette. — This new medical 
journal, conducted by l)t. P. C. Gooch, of Richmond, Va., has materiiiUy 
imjirored since its first number was issued. The March number has been 
received, and contains much interesting and practical matter. With its 
abundance of original material, and a good judgment in selecting other 
matter; and last, not least, the spirited manner in which the editorial de- 
partment is managed, the Stethoscope cannot fail to secure a host of readers. 
We Wish It all success, and welcome it among the best of our exchanges. 



Physician for Ships. — It will be seen by our advertising sheet that a 
new edition of Dr. Parsons's book for seamen, and others who have occasion 
to travel by water, has Ijeen published. The work h too well known to 
need more than a statement of a new edition beins^ issued. 



lUaaiBD,— In Rochciter, N. H., Dr. James Fufa^;lflB to Hitt Harriet Chaae. 

Dttn,— At irampsica<!, .\. II.. Dr. E. II. 1, flib^on, n^rd 23.— At NewUvyport, Uau., John 
MerriU, M.D., aged 30 years, a graduate of f larvard University. 



Draihtin Boston — for ilie week ending Saturday noon, MarcliC.T?. — Males, 39 — fenrialen, ^8. 
AbsceM, 2— 'accidental, I— aoeE^mia, 1 — asthma, 1— disaue of lite bowels, 1— inflammation of tbo 
bowdt, 2 — burn, 1— eonsumption, 13— ronvulaioaa, 1— croup, 3— debility, I— dysentery, I — 
dropsy, I — ilropsy of the brain. .H— ?^rysi|u la<, 1— typhus fever, 2— lung fever, 8 — hooping roui^h, 
2 — disfa'ie of ilic htart, 2 — iiilantile, 2--^i$case of the liver, 4~-ui£ainmalion of tbo lungH, 6— 
mrasmus, 1— mt<isles, age,i--|m]sj, 3--ptterperal, i-nliaeaae of (beapiiie, I«-«iiaUp<Mty 
N-iukiiown, 2— wofins, 1. 

IMar 6 vcan, 35— between 5 and SO jmn, 5— between 20 and 40 jaars, 16— between 40 
TCua, IS— over GO yeen, 10. Ameikani, 44 \ ibrcignen and childicn of fbieignere, 33. 
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Animal Food in Dysentery. By R. J. Grave?, M.D. — In aa eicel* 
lent paper by Dr. MayDe, published in the last nomber of this Jotiniil, 
some judicious remarks are made respecting the utility of lender ammal 
food in dysentery, after the first stage of active inflammatioa has ptssed. 
remarks strongly corroborating what 1 have already written on that point 
of practice, nnd ihc arcurncy of which is confirmed by the following pas- 
snfTf, taken fruui a very interest ini; work entitled The Shoe and Canoe,'' 
by John J. Bigsby, M.D. Dotikin's preserved meat is an admirable 
substitute for the recently-killed animal. A transport between the tropicii 
full of soldiers and their families, under my medical charge, becaine 
generally attacked with dysentery, against which medicine turned power* 
I' v\ In the course of three or four days I dlMribuird among the soldien 
7-50 pounds of Donkin*s preserved meat, nnd the disease ceased. We 
landed six weeks nn«'r\vards at the Cape of Good Hope, a ?;ound ship."— 
Vol. II., p. 203. — LfuUin Quarterly Journal oj Medical Science. 

Saline Artesian Well. — ^The boring of the famous artesian well, the 
Schonbom, at Kissingen, in Rhenish Bavaria, which commenced in 18S2i 

has recently heen brou'^ht to a successful termination. This imnir"> 
work, of the success of which people were beginning to despair, has given 
results never witnessed ijclore. Kissingen i? situalcd in a saline valltv 
about 990 feet above the level of the Baltic. In the month of June, 1849, 
after seventeen yearf of work, the boring had reached a depth of 1891 
feet, having previously passed through several strata of salt separated bf 
masses of granite. 'Ihere was then encountered, for the fint time, a stra* 
tum of carbonic acid gas, followed I y new granitic masses, and at length 
on the 12th of June a violent detonation overthrew, but without injury to 
anybody, the scafiblding which covered the mouth of the well, and almost 
immediately there was seen issuing from the oritice a column of water, 
nearly 6ve inches in diameter, which rose with prodigious force to the height 
of 100 f^et, ditTused itself on all sides like the branches of a magnificeot 
palm tree, and thus formed the most extraordinary jet d^eau imaginable. 
The water, clear as crystal, issues from the soil at a temperature of 66 
dear- charc^'^^l with 3.4 per cent, of purr salt, and gives a volume of 40 
cubic foot per minute. It is forced up by an atmosphere of carbonic ncid 
gas acting with a force of fifty atrnufipheres. The total depth of the vveR 
is 2047 feet. It is calculated that tliis spring will yield annually about 
293 tons of salt, which, deducting expenses, will add £30»Q00 to the reve- 
nue of Bavaria.'* — Front Gaz, Med. in Jour* de Phar, 

Air or Water Pessary. — Mr. Migginson showed an ingenious contri* 
vanco for acting as a pessary, as a ping to check extensive hemorrhage, or 
for liiiaiing the os uteri. It consisted of a common small bladder, into 
the neck of which a gutta percha tube is inserted and secured. Whibt 
flaccid the bladder was to he introduced into the vagina, or even so far, if 
needful, as through a partially dilated OS Uteri; and an enema pumj), or 
elastic bottle, being fitted to the gutia percha tube, air or water migH be 
injected into the bladder, until it was distended so as to fill the vagina, or 
to dilate the os uteri to the required degree. — Proc. Liver. Med, Socieiy. 

To'Jhir Vapor in Phthisis. — M. Chartroule read an essay on the u; e of 
io liiii vapors, in which he attributed to this mode of the exhibition of 
ioduic a .superiority over other modes or forms. — Acad. Med*, Parit* 
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MEDICINE AND 8UKGERY IN EGYPT. 

PROM Tii£ £DITO£UL COR&£SPONDENC£ OF TUllI iOVKHAU 

CoRTRAXT to my expectation, when the last communication was made 
from Cairo, I have passed three months in Egypt, which has given me 
a full and satb^torjr opportunity of seeing nearly all its great antiqui- 
ties. After completmg the survey, from the shore of the Mediterranean, 
to the ancif^nt Syene where stood the tower spoken of by the prophet 
Er^kiel, stejipino into and mounting tempU^s til! wearied willi tlie labor, 
I then twice crossed the Desert of AraiHa — having hovn twenty-one 
days on the hack of a ramet. The spare houf^ have been do voted to 
collecting such niL(ii( al and suri^ical notes of the country as could be 
relied upon, and this Kner embraces soine of them. 

As before rciaarked, ibere arc three leading maladies in Egypt, for 
wMch physicians exert all their skill, but with only a temporary success. 
iliBt, the plague^aboat the origm and treatment of which no two a^ree, 
any mon than in England or our own countiv in regard to the ori^n or 
iKalment of cholera. Second, ophthalmia, which receives a diveisity of 
treatment. Third, cholera, which goes where it listeth, and admits of 
little palliation by medicine. 

As to ophthalmia, which I have seen extensively through the whole 
Nilotic extent of Egypt, to me there is nothing obscure in its origin there. 
Filth gives rise to it ; it always has and always will do so, till the cus- 
toms and habits of the Arabs and .Tf'^\ s. tlie principal sufferers, are radi- 
cally changed — but this will not probably happen, nor the disease, in all 
its ai;gravat»»d and liopel^ss forms, cease to exist, while water flows from 
tKp Motmtains of the .Moon down the inclined plane of the Nile, Once 
in awhile, the men niul uomen of the country wash their faces; but 
when they do, ihey touch almost everywhere but their eyes. They are 
UDStomachable ol^ects at all times, and just as much so after rubbing 
their faces as berare. The margins of the eyelids look red and fretted, 
in the incipient forms of the disease, which makes them still more can* 
tioas about touching them with water. An impresskm exists that the 
eyes should not he wet, and thus the angles are always in a bad state, 
especially in children and iniants. Swarms of flies are invariably crowd- 
ing for a place — and when they fly ofT. the purulent matter with which 
tbeir (Sset are laden is transferred to the eyes of others, and thus, it 'a 
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probable, the disease is extensively propagated. The dragoman ii ih? 
service of myself and travelling associates to the first cataract cf \U 
Nile, at one lime had fearful indicaiioii.s of an acme attack of op iihal- 
mia, which was an anticipated affliction to us, since our intercoursi \Mif; 
the people, and the success of our researches, depended essentia 1) uq 
his tongue and eyes. He was urged to bathe his eyes frequendy ui coid 
water, and to sleep with a pledget over them, kept well sitttnted titbit 
To this he objected, bringing up the old story that nobody dare apply 
water under such and such circunostances ; but I insisted, and by die 
second day the aspect was completely changed, and within a weisk be 
perfectly recovered. In a second instance, a man, officially conitectHi 
with a public flinctionaiy in Cairo, discovered indications of approtcluog 
ophthalmia, and was wrged to the same course of treatment. He, too, 
had his whims and prejudices to contend with, but the uncomfortable 
thoufjht of becoming blind secured the service of the water, and h? 
speedily recovered. When lerehei. the n'^nnl prelinilnarv counje, are 
plied,! have observed that no reduction ol inflammatiot) follows, ahooiigh 
the exces.'^Ivi' pain and s.-nse of fulness in the bail, and another disa- 
greeable feeling, that of grains of sand vmder the lid, may subside. 
The p}i\ sicians here deplete, sometimes very much ; but the evidence 
of the bad i^uccess of their tre<'>tmeiU is found ia the multitude of bliod 
men, women and chUdren who overrun the whole valley of Egypt* 

In the Desert of Arabia, 1 made it a matter of special inquiry, whe- 
ther ophthalmia was there; but it was ascertained that the Bedoob 
Arabs, tliose dreaded nomads, whose hand b against everybody andevaj* 
body^s hand against them, are not only never subject to attacks of llus 
ibrm of disease, but are almost invulnerable to every oUier form. Ttiflf 
are tliin, spare, tall, bronze-colored people, with ooal-black, restless eyes, 
full of activity and deviltry. My recollections of tliem are painfully 
vivid, from the circumstance that while travelling in company with a 
lar^e mercantile caravan of sixty camels from Ranilah, bound to Egypt 
over the haji road, we were greatly alanned, one night, by the rumort^ 
attack of the Bedouins. Tliere were two, at the moment, quartered 
on the hospitality of tlie trdveHmi!; Arabs, who are in more fear of these 
lawless possessor; of the desert, ili m of the courbash of the Sultan. 

With me it is a settled point, that extreme personal 61thiness and 
neglect b the cause of ophthalmia in Egypt. The sparkling particles cf 
sand in the desert, it js believed, proiduce no bad effects. Yet the 
Bedouins larely wash themselves, for it is difficult to procure water 
enoush to meet the demands of thirst. They, however, wipe their eyes 
and drv-wash their faces. When an Arab child is bom, as I was in- 
formed by a lady of extensive and thorough knowledge of tlie habits of 
the Arabs, as well as the T^vantines (that is, those bom in the country 
from European, Syrian, Jewish and oUier stocks), the infant is not wash- 
ed till it is a year old ! Mothers, as I noticed repeatedly, take no piiin> 
to drive the flies awav from foraHnfr on ihtMr children's eves. In llw 
bazars, atimng the Jew brokers, and various oilier classes, I have often 
crazed at them with astonishment and pity, on account of the cluster of 
flies prowling about their sore, ulcerated optk:s. Clcauimess would un* 
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qiMsUooably prevent ibe cBseue ; and a oonnstent antipUogMe tieal- 
meot, seasonably adopted, would efiectaally cure it, when once deye- 
loped ; but as neither the one nor the other is puimd, ophthalmia k 
d^tined to be perpetuated in Egypt while inhabited by the races that 
now occupy it. 

Fioni Dr. Abbott, of Cairo, of whom mention has previously been 
made, and Dr. Farquar, of Alexandria, both distinguished English prao- 
titioners of medicine and surgery, I have obtained information touching 
the character of the predominant diseases of Egypt, in addition to that 
collected by personal observation. 

Typhus is an annual visitant, principally in the cities, and sweeps off 
very many persons. The foreign residents, of wliicli the Italians and 
English are predominant, are severe sufferers by it. Dr. Farquar in- 
forms iiie that intennittenis are extensively prevaieni in l^wcr Egypt, 
and vast numbers die of it. Medications, thus far, have not been sue- 
ceaafiiL The overflowing of the Nile leaves a vast plateau of country 
in a muddy state for months, as was noticed in passing over the ground 
in which the fellahs or feimers are obliged to labor, ankle deep, to cover 
the seed they may have sown. The evmpoiation under a bummg sun 
has a peculiar influence on the atmosphere, which deranges the vital 
machinery of the human system. Pulmonary consumption, one would 
naturally suppose, from the singular customs of the lower orders of peo- 
ple, would be the all-prevailing and incurable disease. Yet the cases 
are not numerous ; and what is worthy of special record, comparatively 
rare in places where it would iirst seem to be ino«t prpva!ent. Me- 
chanics, and laborers of all denominations, sailors, &ic., iiicluding females, 
go entirely barefooted during lile. They are partly amphibious near the 
Nile, beinu; always in the water, regardless of cold or crocodiles. They 
sleep, in the one thin cotton garment worn lluough dje day, out of doors, 
on the bare eai tli, or in damp, mud hovels — but they have generally 
excellent healdi. 

In&ntile diseases, which embrace a long catalogue of undefined ails, 
carry off immense multitudes of children. Smallpox also prevaib. Dr. 
Farquar says that mothers invariably stuff their infants with whatever 
food they have for themselves. They as frequently force bits of canot- 
down their untried throats, as something more emollient ; and to that 
came he attributes a great amount of infantile mortality. When they 
lose their children, they console themselves with the hope of hav* 
in:^ more. It is the never-ceasing ambition of both sexes, in every con- 
(lilion of lift', in Flo;ypt, to have a numerous offsprin«i,. So strong is this 
desirp, thnt women, and some of a very tender age, as has previously 
been mt iitioiH'd, visit certain touch stones in difffTont parts of the country 
— generally som.! incient j)ortion of a pillar or hloi k witli hieroglyphical 
figures — which have llie reputation of making llit.iji fertile, by saying 
cerlaiu prayers over them. L)i. Abbott infonned me that he one day 
went into ka obscure yard, in which he had stored some mummies, 
where, to his surprise, he found a large collection of lemales, who dis- 
played great energy in jumping back and forth over the embalmed 
carcases. On inquiiittg what they were domg with his property, they 
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excused themselves hj sayininr they had heard, that, by stepping twelye 
times over a mummy, it wcnild make them fruitful ! Possibly thnr 
faith may have some lecmulating iiitluence. I cannot explain tb- 
anomaly of this universal desire — for anomaly it is, contrasted with th" 
dread of a numerous offspring in other countries. It has always bwi 
SO in the Orient from the remotest epoch, and probably will conlinu- a 
characteristic of the people ihioujL;h all succeeding age<i. Fatal child- 
fcirth seems hardly known. Physicians are rarely consulted in cases of 
obstetrics. Syphilis is widely spread, and sometimes fonnidable in ib 
desolating eflteets on the tissues. I have noticed many a nose in in 
streets of CaiiOi minus all below the bridge. Ic is sin^lar thirt the danc- 
ing giifo— known fiom the earliest historical periods as the dbeiU- 
who are prostitutes by profession, and nmneniiis all over Upper aod 
Lower Egypt, are quite free from it, according to the leport of those 
who should be credited. 1 have seen very many of these singular ft- 
males-— and the question frequently came up in my mind, who are thev ^ 
They are not Arabs ; nor are they Copts — that is, descendants of \k 
oHf^innl inhabitants, the pymmid builders. Tliey have the facial coo- 
tour of the Malays, and they also stron^^iy resemble tlic 'jipsios sm 
rangine^ over England. No one could answer questions respecUng ibeo, 
beyond saying " they came in the boats.*' 

The Turks are addicted to that one alrocious vice for which Sodom 
and Gomorrah were consumed by fire from heaven ; it appertains to 
every great man in Egypt. It is without a parallel in the annals flf 
wicke&ess ; ^et it is not recognised as a crime, and if it were, those ivb 
aie the roost mfamously guilty are above the reach of the law. 1 eodd 
relate a multitude of facts from the lips of eminent medical gentkmea, 
illustrative of the weight and depth of tbb abomination of abomionoom; 
but as Herodotus said, in speaking of certain mysteries taught hbn \^ 
the priests when he visited Egypt twenty-three centuries ago, 1 do not 
feel at liberty to reveal them. A harem of females is bad enough, Itf 
a harem of small boys puts humanity to shame. 

There are one or two military hospitals in the coimtrv, at th^ 
which is a foreign physician or «?ur«j«'nn. a-^-t^tcd by the native Arab doc- 
tors, who have been trained to tlic i>rtjres?>jon at the exjx'nse ofll^ 
Pu'^lia. Dr. F;ir(jnar is surgeon of one of these institutions, at Ale?- 
andrta, at a sahny of seventy-five dollars a month. The duties iio^aj 
interfere with hts j)iivatc practice. But the surgery is small, made up 

})rincipally of accidents. Tumors are rarely seen ; amputations are not 
irequent, but couching is a common operation. Distorted Innbs » 
haraly ever seen. I only saw two eases of club-lboC in Egypt. One 
was a mendicant in Cairo, who mvariably ran alter me on aa btni 
and ktiees ; and the other a little girl, in the Desert, in a caravan. 

Cholem has been a desolating scourge here. Coming down the 
T saw many of the returning pilgrims from Mecca, who came in a; Kan- 
nah, fix>m the Corsair road, and took boats. They gave a fearful a * 
count of its devastations among the congregated thousands at the shriiM: 
of the prophet. In .crn«;«ing th(^ Desert tlicre \\ ns one of the liajt 
to Constantinople, who iulbrmed me that i^0,000 of the pilgrinis ^ 
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died \\ iihin a few weeks before he left. When I first landed at Alex- 
andria, the first day of November, 1850, the cholera was just subsiding. 
The following statistics of Hs faulity were procured fzom Dr. Farquari 
being extracted from a taUe wtach he is expecting to publish in Eng- 
land, m some of the peiiodicals. Whole number of deaths at Cairo, 
fiom Aug. 1st to Sept. 14tfa— of cholera, 1951 ; of other diseases, S3 10. 
Total, 4261. Population assumed to exceed 200,000. Deaths u 
Alexandria, from Au^r. 3(1 to Nov. 11 ih, 1850 — of cholera, 711 ; all 
other diseases, S3dO. Total, 3031. This falls far below the popular 
wpresentations in regard to the fatality of cholera at the time of my 
arrival. It was the common impression, probably, of the ignorant, that 
all deaths, at the period of its prevalence, were caused by it. £xag« 
gerated accounts produced an alarm that readied London. While at 
Naples, Rome, and finally at Malta, very frightful accounts were circu- 
lated of the sweeping destruction ciiolera was makine at Alexandria ; 
\v})ich has now dwindled down to 711 deaths in a populatioa of over 
100,000 — so assumed in the absence of any census. 

On a Ibrmer occasion, some general remarks were transmitted in re- 
gard to the Egyptian school of medicine, the glory of which was exlii- 
Inted duing the mfluential days of Clot Bey, the Musselmanised French 
■nrgeon, whose name and leputatioo as an expert operator, and on ao- 
ooimt of his daring experiments in the plague, are matl«9 of professional 
l^story. With the death of bis patron, that wise and shamefully slan- 
dered old Mahomet AH, the sun of his greatness Immediately set. 
ifowever, besides a reputation, he got what every adventurer in the ser- 
vice of the Viceroy hopes for, a splendid fortune — and with it made 
tracks for belle France, where he is rectinj^ upon his oars, and quaffing 
such bottles of eliampaigne as he never drank in the palace of Schon- 
bra, althoii^li hi^^ master Indulged liiin with the possession of everything 
else. He IS accused now of sqnanderin? the Pasha's inoney, in unne- 
cessarily ordering the fabricaiion of all soils of surgical insimnients, wiili- 
out reference to cost, and that were of no utility beyunil constitutin<f a 
museum. Say, however, wiial ihey may of him — it being fine sport to 
kick a dead lion — Clot Bey was a great man in hb day. He made the 
medieal school at Cairo, and during hb admimstiatioii it had some cka- 
ivcter. Latterly it has had none. The French mflnenoe has died out— 
the Italian ought to be kicked out. A more beggarly, sycopliantic set 
of unprincipl^ toadies never existed. At EU Arish, the ancient Rhi.> 
BOC<^ra — whne political offenders, after having their noses cut off, were 
sent for exile — the spot, within the half-mud fortress, stiU remaining, in 
which King Baldwin, of Crusade memory, died — the last town of Egfptf 
on the borders of Palestine — is a quarantine station on the top of a sand 
swell, which is confided to the charge of one of these cunnin-:: renega- 
does. He honestly confessed to me that he was not a f>hys)( iun, and, 
further, that he knew nothint^ al)out the practice of medicine. He fur- 
ther said he should like my advice in a difficult case within the tabooed 
enclosure ! He also wished to know whether 1 had any medicines with 
me, as he had none. He was iieallh officer, and had the full control of 
the establishment. Afterwards, a dirty, bare-legged fellow, in the wake 
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of a caravan in which I was trafeHbg, aoeidentallj findbg out that I 
was a hakeem, asbed asristaoce on account of a bronchial inflamnaiioD. 
He had ooosulted the giand hakeem at El Arishy who iunushed a pov- 
der that was to act like magic, bnt instead of a&ding relief, aognwaied 
the evil about the soft pakte. 1 found it was wood ashes, which he 
was directed to have blown down the throat, in large pinches, serenl 
times a-daj, and a lad was actuaUy seen blowing it down with a bollov 
stick. 

At the tirae of writing, some German medical aspirants arc apparently 
roininf: into favor, at Cairo, with the Court. They have got possession 
of the iiu'dical school, at all events ; and possibly by their t^cnilemanly ad- 
dress, theu'show of science, and their apparent sympathy for the poor, may 
reign in turn. Dr. Greisingen, from Kiel ; Dr. Roger, formerly of Tu- 
bingen ; and Dr. Liuuiier, of Vienna, I have every reason for believing 
are truly learned men. These geuileiiien lecture on the diiferent braoches 
in French, which is translated, word by word, to the students, in Anbie. 
These native incipient doctors are gathered together, not of their mm 
accord, probably no one of them ever voluntarily seeking a profeaaniil 
educatkm. The niost promising-looking chaps are selected^ to be ooa- 
verted into physicians and surgeons— being taken when about 14 yens 
of age« and Ibrthwilh put in the wa^ of learning the elements of aaib' 
my and operative suigery* besides being made iamiliar with other brancliB 
ot knowledge considered essential to the poeitbn they are destined 1o 
hold as army and naval medical officers. They are both clothed and fed 
from the public purse, and sonip of thr m, particularly when Maho- 
met Ali was alive, witli whom the institution oriLnnated, were sent to 
Paris. IMontpellier, England, &C., to be put in communication with i 
higlier order of minds tlian were to be found in tiie medical stalT of hi^ 
school of medicine. In the three different visits 1 iiuide to Cairo, slay- 
ing a week on each occasion, tlie lectures were not going on — conse- 
<juently I am not personally familiar with the daily routine of instiuc- 
tnn. In the oourw of fi>or or five years, reference unquestXMiably beioe 
bad to the age of the pupil — and, it is probable, a due respect being pud 
also to the publb demands for medical servants— -they Iiave a ceimtfe 
of qualification, and leap at once into a commission of army or manoe 
suigeoQS. These Arab students are invaiiafaly thick-skulled fellows, who 
never make any great progress^ and consequently there is no ho\)v of 
another Alhufeda to write upon science or tlie antiquities of Egypt. A 
German medical gentlemJ^n from Berlin, who is passing the wint^^rat 
Cairo, on acroimt of impaired health, tnid me that there were severJ 
of till' government prot<'!j;(';es in Kuroj)r now, perfectmg themselves for 
medical practice among their countrymen. Thus far, none of the Ara- 
bians have been put in places of hi«;h professional respon> i i m i 1 1 y. They 
are the journeymen, under the eiiidance of Europeans oi morti calibre 
tiian ii^ ycl been exhibited m liic ranks of the home-made faculty. 
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0ICETCHBS OF ElllNENT LIVING fHYStCfANS.-NO. XX. 

i I ICommanicated for the Boston Metiicnl and i^urclca] Juurunl.J 
BJLYS&UL WAJSHf M.D., OF PHIUJDSUHU. 

** Speak, yc, the pur« delight, whoM favored ttcpi 
The lamp of scienco ihrnii^h ibc jeatous maztt 
Of nature fniides, when baply ^-ou reveal 
Her ieeiei houan"—Akm^, 



Although each profession In iLsnlf demands a peculiar order of laleot 
aod a distinct combination of the mental faculties for the successful 
peribrmance of its several duties, yet it is well known that the gown, 

the toga and the medical mantle, each and all cover a great variety of 
the e;enus homo. Each, however, performs his role in the drama of his 
art or science, and fills some plare in the domain of *' human action." 
It is very common for medical lcncheD> and writers to insist on a peculiar 
ordi-r of talent and organization for the medical man. In Cato's ^tinia- 
tion, there is scarcely a species or variety of talent which cannot be use- 
fully employed in our great ait or science. The simplest of all arts, 
the art of observing, tlie child^s art of noticing suck things as are pre- 
sented to its senses, is of the first importance to medicine. This art is, 
however, of no avail unless the leasoning powers are applied to sift the 
chaff &oBa the wheat, truth fiom error. All men, inaeed, may be di- 
vided into two great classes, which will include numerous orders, genera 
aad species, viz., the class of ohseroerSf whose functions* in Cato's esti- 
madon, have been lately entirely overrated — ^for what are facts without 
Dfiociples ? The rough stones of the quarry, without the moulding 
land of the statuary or architect I Second, the reasoners — or those 
who seize the thoughts of other men and apply them to tlu'ir legitimate 
purposes. The majority of mankind arc observers from their child- 
hood up ; but nature forms but few true reasonei-s and logical thinkers. 
These are the masterpieces of nature ; the true prophets, w liose deductions 
are inspiiaiions, whose conclusions are trudi — eternal as God. True, 
ail excess of the reflecting faculties will lead to wild and unsubstantial 
speculations — simply because ilie premises are either insufficient or un- 
sound ; but when properly balanced, we have an Hippocrates, a Galen, 
a SvdeDham or a Rush. 

Rbtneix Coatbs, M.D., of Philadelphia, may with great propriety 
be classed among the thinkers of our profession. His magnificent hrow 
would inform the most careless observer of this fact. He was bom in 
his father's bouse in our city on the 1 0th of December, 1802. His 
father's name was Samuel Coates, and be belonged to the society of Qua* 
kcrs. He was a person of fortune and considerable social influence in 
his day. Tlie Quaker discipline not permitting a collegiate education, 
Reynell was sent to a well-knnwii arademy in Philadelphia, and after- 
wards to n popular boarding-school at \\'r<t Town, about thirty miles 
from Plnlufielpliia, where he completed liis classical and other studies. 
He was noted while there, and has been ever since, for his abilities in 
the higher mathematics. He commenced ilie study of medicine at an 
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wAj period of his life, and entered tho Pennsylvania Hospital as rest- 
dent student, when* he pursued his studies with ardor and enlhusiasra. 
He j^iadualed in ihc University in 18*23; having written his tliesis on 
frartures of the lower extremities. Some of his views were ditTerfnl 
from tiiuse of the professor of surgery, but have since been verified b) 
experienre. 

Six monllis after ibis time, receiving the appointment of surgeon to 
an E^st Jndiaman, he went to India and the Isle of France. The 
Bucmese war broke out during his five months* sta^ in Calcutta. ^ He n- 
turaed in 1824, and oommenced the practice of medlcioe in hisnaliie 
city. 

In 1888, he married Margaretta, daughter of William Abbott, bf 
whom he had two children, both of whom died early. He lost his wife 
in 1835, and bb writings since often give evidence of bis abiding afiec- 

tion for her. 

In 18*29 he left the city to accept the station of Professor of Natura! 
Science in Alleghany Colle2;e, at Meadville. After remaining thee 
one year, he n'movcd to Hri>:tol, in this Stale, where he practised for two 
years. He then returned to Philadelplii:i. and rrn^ed «reneral practice, 
resorting to his pen as an occupation. Anioiii; ibt" first pidilications wiih 
which he was connected, was the " Encyclopnedia of Practical Medi- 
cine and Surgery," edited by Dr. I Jays. Dr. il. contributed the arti- 
cles on "Adhesion,' Anthrax " and " \nkle," with some olheR,eo- 
tire, and that portion of the article Arm " which refers to the sai|icil 
pathology of the region. About this time he became associated witb 
Drs. B. H. Coates (bis brother), W. D. Brinkl^, H. Bond, F. D. Con- 
die, Franklm Bache and R. M. Huston, m an institution Ibr medical in- 
struc tion, under the title of the Philadelphia Medical Academj." 
The organization continued fifteen months. The two last-named geolfo' 
men are now professors in Jefferson College. 

After the death of his wife. Dr. C. took an ictilre part in the Sooth- 
Sea Expedition, to which he was ap|)ointed comparative anatomist. This 
expedition, it will be remembered, did not sail, and the suhjeci of oor 
sketch bad no connection with the one which was afterwards fitted out 
and sailed. He then delivered some courses (privat<') of lectn-eson 
operative surgery ; but being too independent to seek patronage fn) n the 
schools, he found his classes would not warrant his continuing the lec- 
tures. Ideas, however, of Dr. C, w hich were promulgated in these 
lectures, may be found in tlie hand-books and other treatises on suiveiy 
published since that time. He commenced and successfiilly carried oul 
several courses of lectures on physiologpr, human and compaRitire; 
which were delivered in several of the pnncipal cities and towns cm the 
Atlantic border, including Boston. 

Dr. C. is a member of many learned Societies. He was Vkjc»P^ 
sident of the (now dead) Medical Society of this city ; and is a mem- 
ber of the Academy of Natural Sciences, to whose joiunal he hn< con- 
tributed many valuable papers, principally on the rnoHusca. Dr.C con- 
tributed lariidy to the Pbilndelpfiia Medical Journal, formerly call«'<i 
Chapman's Journal, and afterwards edited by Dr. J. D. Godman. He 
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has long been a valuable contributor to several of onr mndical journals, 
as well as one in India. His monographs, one of which on Hereditary 
H«morrhai^e, and his reviews, abound in facts, and an- evidently the re- 
sult of niucli thonsrht. His mode of reviewing is like that of the later 
Ldiiiburtfh writers lii liierainre ; merely usin«,' the work reviewed as a 
text, on w'iiich he en'^rads his own views and facts. 

For several years past his pen has been chiefly occupied in the com- 
poddon of matters literary, politicftl, kc, Ibr the general public. He 
II the editor of Mvenil annuals, one or two of which he edited exclu- 
sifelf. We may mention the *' Leaflets of iMemory," as the most 
popular of these. He wrote a series of capital articles fiur the " Friend," 
called Reminiscences of a Voyage to India.^^ These are interspeised 
with many valuable obserrations on natural philosophy and natural 
histoiy. 

His school-book on Hunoan Physiology is, perhaps, the best in our 
Ian:ntiif% and is used veiy |;eiierally, both in our public and private 

leniiiuu'ies. 

His '* Domestic Meihcine " is a largo. voUnne. whose first chapters 
are devoted to anatomy and physiolooy. The w Ijole work is one of great 
merit, for tlie facility with which he has adapted the matter to popular 
apprehension, and the aniouiu ol instruction put tosjether. 

We cannot well quote either from Dr. C.'s prose or poetic composi- 
tions ; yet it IS well known that be is one of the roost vigorous and 
captivating writers in oar country. The general balance of his mindt 
with strong reaaonhi^ powers, gives him great advantages as A medical 
or poleroio writer. His skill in arraying the facts in any doubtful case 
is TCiy great, and his ingenuity and power in almost any general argu- 
Mil are well understood in our city. 

Personally Dr. C. is rather above the middle height — with broad, Her- 
culean shoulders, and limbs to match ; " A front like Jove himself 
and formerly " Hyperion curls," hut now time ha? swept these ommnents 
from his brow. Iiis voirr^ is rather rough, from some slight catarrhal 
ailiectioii. His nianniT is quiet and contemplative. It is said that— 

*• Some plarelheir bliss in nction, somo In ca«e; 
Those call it plensorc, and coiitcniniciil those." 

Dr. C. is one of the latter, and is perhaps too well charged with the 
lympiiaiic temperament to make an active practitioner of medicine. He 
loves "good Hvinj;," is a most jovial ''good fellow," and can recite 
poetry from luoniiug till night. »Ve remember well hearing him recite 
the " Chase," firora the " Lady of the Lake," with great beauty and 
eflect. 

Long life to him, and a happy immortaUty in thai world about wUeh 
he knows well how to speculate. Cifro. 



MATERNAL INFLUENCE ON TUB FOETUS. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medkal and Surgical Joumai. 

Sir, — Tiie following case occurred recently in ray practice, and if you 
think it worthy of publwation you are at liberty to insert it in the Joumai. 
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In the early part of Januaiy, 1830, Mis. M. was deliTeied of a hrfji, 
healthy male cliild, but defonned by a double-cleft hare-lip. The fi^ 
sares extended through botti soft and hard palates. When the child was 
seven weeks old, it was carried to the Massachusetts General UaBj|Ntilf 
where the usual operation was perfonned oo one side, which proved suc- 
cessful. In five or six weeks it was carried again to the Hospital, and 
the operation performed on the remaining fissure ; but owing to the 
great tension of the parts, it failed to unite, and in two days was toni 
open so that it hung only by shreds. At this time the family of Mn. M. 
removed from tlieir old residence to one immediately adjoining a liouse 
occupied by an Irish family. The Irish woman, wlui was then preg- 
nant, saw the child of Mrs. M. just after its return from the second ope- 
tuiiou, and expressed a great deal of feeling fur its suiiering. Sonw 
time m the course of the following two nionSis, by request of Mn. M., 
I operated on her child at her own how, and 4uiing the opentkm Sin 
M. remuned at the house of her Irish neighbor. She of course felt tsd 
expressed considerable anxiety lor her child, as did also her Irish (mod. 
Mrs. M. was not aware, up to this time, that her neighbor was pregnanL 

On the last day of December, 1850, whicb was just nine montlii 
fiom the time of Mrs. M.'s moving into that neighborhood, the liish wo- 
man was, aHer a severe instrumental labor, delivered of an unusuailj 
lar^e male child, dead; perfect in every respect except the upper lip, 
which presented the following appearances : — on the side corresixinding 
to the one on which the operation was first performed on the child of 
Mrs. M., there was a pcrfert riratrix, resembling that of tlie olht^ 
child after the first opeiaiiun, except that it was coiitiiuK d up a little 
higher on the face. On the other side was an ordinary fissure of hare- 
lip, except the edges of the cleft presented the appearance ol liaviiig 
been pared preparatory to the usual operation lur thai deformity. In t 
word, the upper lip of the child was almost an exact copy of that of 
Mrs. M.'s cnud, when she first moved into the nei^horhood of the Ink 
fiimily. 

Till this case came under my observatioQ, I had no faith ia the povei 
of the mother to mark her ofispring in any manner ; but I must coofos 
that, since th* n. I cannot deny its possibility. H. A. Gbikt. 

Ibimend, MiTvA 11, 1851. 




EXTERNAL APPLICATIONS IN DROPSY. 

Tq the Editor of the Botton Medical arid Surgical Journal, 

Dbib Sir, — ^The article in your Journal of December 25, Oo die 
Treatment of Ascites by Diuretics applied externally,** reminds me oft 
little of mj own experience in the use of external remedies in dropy. 

Some SIX years since, I was called to see a child, 2 years oia,intb 
general anasarca and ascites. He had been under treatment some three 
or four weeks ; but was steadily getting worse, and had been left bjr die 
attending physician as a hopel^ case. His whole body was enomioadf 
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distended ; fpatures secmin"^ hardly Iniinnn. Appetite voracious ; 
constant thirst; bowels very loose; urine scanty; pulse feeble, quick 
and \ery frequent ; patient restless, and constantly moaning. The usual 
treatment with diuretics and catharilcs, would reduce the distension a 
little; but what was gained one day would be more than lost the next ; 
for the patient was evidently losing strength, while the disease was 
steadily gaining groimd. As a forlorn hope, I directedythe following lini- 
ment, to be appUed to one half the Bumce of the body, three times a 
day. R. Vol. liniment, 2 pts. ; tr. cantharides, tr. diaitalis, tr. colcbi- 
eum, tr. iodioey ia 1 pt. The patieot was veil in a few days, without 
taking a particle of medicme internally. 

Since tfaen» 1 have used the liniment repeatedly with advantage ; seve- 
ral mild cases yielding to this alone, withoat any other treatment. The 
liniment is peculiarly adapted to the treatment of dropsy in old persons, 
cfaiklieD, or delicate females ; where the powers of life are feeble, and 
die stomach and bowels too irritable to bear medicine internally. 

Since writing the above, I have treated a case similar to the first 
one mentioned : — the child having been more or less bloated for several 
months ; legs and body as full " as the skin could hold." All appear- 
ance of disease was removed after a few days' use of the liniment. 

That there is any especial virtue in the particular form or comi/ma- 
lioii of remedies in the liniment, I do not believe ; but that external 
remedies can be used witli advantage in most cases of dropsy, I am sure. 

JmabU Forkt, N. Y., March, 1351. Wm. W. Finch. 



SENSE AND GENIUS IN THE STUDY OF MEDICINE. 

" Pray, Mr. Opie, may I ask what you mix your colors with ?" said 
a brisk dilettante student to the great painter. With brains, Sir," was 
the rrruff reply — and the right o!iP. It ditl not qive nnirh of what we 
call iu format ro!i ; it did not expound the pi iiiciples and rules of tlie art ; 
but, if the iiujuiier had the commoditv relerred to, it would awaken liim 
— it would set hiai a-going, a-thinkin^^ and a-paintint( to «i:oud purpose. 
If he had not, as was Hkely enougii, the less he had to do with colors 
and tlieir mixture the better. iVIany other artists, w hen asked such a 
(question, would either have set about detailing the mechanical composi- 
tioo of such and such colors, in such and sucli proportions, rubbed up so 
and so ; or peihaps they would (and so much the hetter, but not the 
best) have shown him bow they laid them on ; but even this would leave 
him at the critica] point. Opie prefeired going to the quick and the 
heart of the matter — " Bratiu, iStr." 

Sir Joshua Reynolds was taken by a liiend to see a picture. He was 
anxious to admire it, and he looked it over with a keen and careful eye. 
** Capital composition— correct drawing — ^the color, tone, chiaroscuio ex- 
cellent ; but — but — it wants, hang it, it wants — that" snapping his 
fin;r,>rs — and, wanting that," though it had everything else, it was 
worili nothing. 

Agaiuj Euy was appointed teacher of the students of the Royal 



Digitized by Google 



140 EdUorial Correi^^ondenct, 



Academy, liaving been preceded by a clever, talkative, scienlifjc cx- 
poLindei ol'aesllielics, wlio de)is;hted to tell llie young men Ilow everylliiig 
was done, how to copy this, and how to express that. One came up lo 
the new master, " How should 1 do this, Sir ?" " Suppose you try." A*- 
oiber» What does this nieao» Mr. Etty Suppose you lodt.** 

But 1 have looked." Suppose you look again." And they did liy, 
and they did look ; and they saw and achieved what they never oouM 
have done, had the how or the what ^supposing this possible, wlilch is 
not likely in its full and highest meaning) been told than or done far 
them ; in the one case sight and action were immediate, exact, bteoH^ 
and secure ; in the other, mediate, feeblci and lost as soon as gained 
But what are " brains '7 what did Opie mean ? and what b Sir Joshua's 

ihat^^? Wliat is included in il? and what is the use or the need of 
trying and tryini;, of missing often before you hit, when you can be 
told at once and be done with it ; or of looking when you may be shown? 
Everythin«f in medicine and in painting — practical wrts — as mean< lo 
ends, let their scientific enlargement be ever so rapid and immense, de- 
pends upon the right answers to these questions. 

First of all, "brains," in t lie painter, are not diligence, knowledge, 
skill, sensibility, a strong will, or a high aim — he may iiave all these, and 
never paint anything so truly good or effective as the rugged wood*ciit 
we must all reineoil^r of Apollyon hestriding the whole breadth of tbs 
way, and Christian girding at him like a man, in the old stxpennv ^* PB- 
grim's Progress " ; and a young medksal student nmy have zeal, kmnr- 
ledge, ingenuity, attentuMi, a good eye and a steady hand — he may bean 
accomplished anatomist, stethoseopist, histologist and analyst ; and yet, 
with all this, and all the lectures, and all the books, and all the sayiags, 
and all the preparations, drawings, tables, and other helps of his teachers, 
crowded into his memory or his note-books, he may be beaten in treat- 
ing a whitlow or n rolir. Iw the nurse in the wards where he wa'=; rhA, 
or by the old country doctor wlio brought liltn into the world, and who 
list<'ii< with such humble wonder to his young friend's account, on his 
coiiiiiig home after each session, of all he ha<! seen and done, and of all 
the last astonishing discoveries and revolutions of tlie day. What the 
painter wants, in addition to, and as the complement of, all the other 
elements, is genius and seme ; what the doctor needs to crown, and give 
worth and safety to hb accomplislunents, is sense and genius : in the lint 
case, more of this, than of that ; in the aeoond, more of that, than of 
this. These are the " bnAm " and the " Oat/'-^Edmbrngh Mmthly 
Jcwnalof Medical Sdmce, * 



TH£ BOSTON M£DICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 
BOSTON, MARCH 19, 1801. 



EOrrORIAL CORRSSFOITOBNCB. 

On the Eiier Nile, Dec. 16M, 1850.— At the average rate of 25 milfs 
,11 day, we are floating down the river towards Cairo. Each day has its 



Digitized by Google 



141 



full complement of incidents, and something is constantly learned in the 
animal, vegetable or mineral kingdoms, which T never should have known 
wifhout personally traversing thif? annrnnlons cjumtry. Thv in Ids are 
dressed in green, and the sun shines brilliunily thrungh the day, aiihough 
the nights are cold whenever the wind rises. It blows now South for 
some montbt--H9onteqaei]Uy, if oar speed le at all quickened in reluming 
towards the Mediterraneau/it muat be accomplished by rowing. *ln passing' 
b? Ekhmiin to-day, the site of a once douriming city of Paoopolis, we ex« 
amincd the remains of two temples of renown in the hmc of Herodotus. 
All that is left of one of them, bearing a Greek inscription, will soon be 
forever lost, as the villagers were knocking it to pieces and burnini^ the 
fragments into lime while we were looking on — the kiln being kept going 
by burning grass. — Color of the skin is of no consequence in Egypt, as you 
will not unfrequently see several brothers of different shades, from black to 
while. A gentleman has coal black Ethiopian, and Circassian wives, at the 
same time, occupying the same apartments. In the bazars of Ekhmim, 
very black men were commanding all the attentions of those born of liirhter 
complexions. Some were playin? jjames of chance — even a backfranunon 
board was there. All were smoking, and all were idling away their lime. 
The nunnber of blind persons, those who have lost one eye, together with 
another class who were sufiering from acute infbmmation of the organ, 
verv much astonished me, but no one could explain the cause of this amount 
of local disease. Cataract, it was obvious, produced the cases of total 
Mindne^s. 

Dfr. I9lk. — From day to day the canjai slowly floats towards Cairo. 
The broken granite columns and crushed arches of a once beautiful rity, 
called Arte noe, were seen to-day. We hauled up for a stroll over its pros- 
trated monuments. Cellars half filled with broken brick, blocks of hewn 
stone, with here and there a red granite pillar, buried half way to the top 
in the plastic tilth of more than one thousand years, which each generation 
of residents had collected on and about the prostrate grandeur of temples, 
forums, wall?, watch towers, and overturned gates, were the melnnrhnly 
sig^hts on the Ime of the street?. In a depression, almost a pit, there was 
the corner of some structure, or the base of a column, if not the pedestal of a 
statue, wuh a partially obliterated inscription. A squadron of ragged little 
girls followed in a clond of dust, offering antique coins, and begging ibr 
bieksheish with the same importunity as their seniors. 

Soon after completing the survey of Artinde, the yawl, with four oars, 
carried us a few miles north, opposite the celebrated grottoes of Beni 
Hasen. By crossing ploughed fields, around tamarask bushes, and ^rrass 
hillocks, we gained the base of the mountain — about midway of which are 
open doors, facing the west. As we were walking from one to the other, 
the sun was going down in its glory. Perhaps there may be 6fteen of 
these tombs^-tolalty unlike any others I have visiied in the land of trutk 
«)mI juMiicB^ as it is denominated in the royal cartouches. Each toinb is a 
square room, excavated into a thick stratum of porous limestone, in which 
are imbedded sca-shells. In one corner of them, ordinarily, is ^ square 
hole, or rather a well, sunk, in one, and doubtless the snmc in all originally, 
fifty or sjxty feet. They were once filled with mummies, but these were 
dragged out for fuel, for the linen swathes, and for the hope of treasure, 
same tlmsands of years since. Elegant columna within, are prominent 
objecte— and at the doors of some, also. One or two contain a series of 
historical paintings on the walls, of the utmost importance to chronologisii, 
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as they are the very oldest monuments of the kind in the known world. 
They were antiquities even before tbe foondaliona of Thebes were Uii 
Copies of them abound in all the kte works on ancient Egypt, wbidi 
precludes the necessity of a description here. I was struck panicularljf 
with several long rows of figures representing gymnastic eiereises. In all 
the exhibitions I have witnessed of posture masters — even incJudinij^ the 
India-RubBer man — none of them ever came up to the coniorLions of iht 
old Egyptian performere, who probably ?at for the limner whesi these draw- 
ings were made. Most of the pictures, however, have been exposed for ^ 
many ages to the rude touch of barbarians, those who oeeupied the tomb 
for dwellings, and, finally, to the casts taken by Europeans by pressiog 
damp paper over them, that it loquires considerable vigor of the imaginatioa 
to trace out the various employments, in the several departments of domestic 
economy, thev u-prp iiitrM)flr>{l to represent, a-^ practised when llie lordly pro- 
prietor directed his last re.siing-place to be thus uniquely ornamented. The 
iSueos Artimedos — by some named the Cave of Diana, the richest of the 
whole— 4he ceiling overhead being arched in three divisions, and four toll 
fluted columns introduced for support, has recently been shamefully ms* 
tilated— our dragoman declared, by Dr. Lepsius. About six feet of one 
of those exceedingly ancient ]Hops— going entirely beyond the reach of 
invostiijation, accordini::' to the opinions of some — was said to be cut out by 
that learned investigator, and carried ofi' to enrich his majesty's museiim 
in Prussia. Hassan says Dr. Lepsius has ruined Thebes — and myself and 
associates can bear witness to the fact, that wherever we have detected 
recent injuries, or something has been missing, the guides invarisUj 
charged it upon Dr. Lepsius. He probably justifies'himself in these spob* 
ations by saying that the things were carried oft to sate them. He savei 
in a very reprehensible manner for all succeeding travellers. There can be 
no excuse for him if his expected investii^ations into the early history of 
monumental Egypt fall below the anticipations of scholars, nrchajologists 
and philosophers. On the opposite side of the river, further south, is itie 
rubbish of a forsaken town, which tradition designates as tbe resideoee of 
the conjurors whom Pharaoh sent for to confront Moses after he had pe^ 
formed those miracles recorded of him, because the haid-hearted monarck 
would not let the Israelites go. 

Having discovered the unfaithfulness of the Reis — onr linnt-captain — 
who has over and over again violated the contract, permitting the crew, 
twelve in all, to do pretty much as they chose, he was threatened witb 
a complaint before a magistrate if there was not an imuieciiaie amend* 
ment. One of the sailors expressed his contempt for all tribunals* A 
necessity was pressiog, therefore, for determining whether justice couli 
still be found m a place where it was once the boast that the rulert 
were the servants of the fjods of truth and justice. At Minyeh. the resi' 
dencc of a governor of a district or provinc e, we called on His Exrellpncy 
Mahomed Bey, a corpulent, well-developed, agreeable-looking Turk, wiio 
was seated on a rough sort of settee, spread over with a colored sheep- 
skin with the wool on, under the shade of wide-spreading acacia tree^, is 
front of his office. Various officers were in attendance-*-some with pistols 
in their belts, and others with Ion": staves. The offender was sent for— the 
case stated — and the governor said he should be flogged, if we demanded 
it. But we prayed that he might be mad*^ to promise amendment, and not 
corporeally punished ; which he complied with, of coursf*, and the scoundrel 
thus saved his bacoa. A charge was then entered against Jaffier, the 
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originalor and ling-leader of ilic lucreusing spirit of insubordination. Be- 
fore we were aware of the progress of the trial, he was thrown upon bis face 
iQto a frame that confined the body, with the feet elevated, aod was then 
slightly bastinadoed — a painful sight to as, but there was no alternative. 

The law dcnls in blows altogether, and know:? nothing of pecuniary mulcts 
or tardy police inquiries when a man's life has been in jeopardy. A 
memorable example of the povver atid aclivily of tlie Lrovernnicni, is found 
in the present uller desolation of two large villuges, vvilh empty dwellings 
that would house several thousand persons, close to the tombs of Beni 
Hasen. It had become unsafe for travellers to visit those «ctraoi^inary 
artificial openings into the mountains. Word reached the ears of Mahomet 
Ali, of the outrages committed, which roused the sleeping lion. Every one 
at all implicated in the alleged thefts and robberies was summarily put to 
death, and every remaining man, woman and child forcibly driven oif the 
ground. Not a single human being resides there to this day. 



Arrow Root and its Adulterations. — In the last ninnber of the Journal, 
we spoke of a sanitary commission having been appointed in London, for 
the purpose of making analyses of the various solids and fluids which are 
consamed by the public. We also stated that we did not know how this 
commission was appointed, nor the parties that composed it. Since then, 
the No. of the Lancet, which had been mislaid, containing the first of the 
senes of the?e evnmination?, has been exnmined, and from it we find that 
the editors of that valuable medical journal are the ones who have under- 
taken the task. They say, •* That the various articles of conyumplion diftbr 
greatly in quality, and are subject to nuaierous adulterations, must be 
evident to all, from the slightest consideration and examination of ^e snb- 
ject ; and if any general proof wera raqnirad to establish the truth of this 
position, it would be found in the low and unremunentive price at which 
very many commodities, to be genuine, are now commonly sold. That, 
therefore, there is much relating to our food and drink requiring expo>ure 
and remedy, cannot be doubted." The urchin who filches a bun, a penny 
piece, or the value of one, breaks the law, and is liable to punishment and 
even imprisonment. Is it to be supposed, therefore, that the cunning and 
systematie adulterator of our food and drink, who robe us, not only of 
our money, but sometunes of our health and strength, is less guilty ? that 
he is to be allowed to violate the law with impunity in his daily dealings, 
and not only to go unpunished, but to carry about with him, as at present 
he commonly does, in his intercourse with liis fellows, the ur.fh served 
reputation of an fifjneyt man ? Thai the law, while it rigorously punishes 
the trivial oQbader, should allow the greater criminal to go at large un- 
scathed, is an insult to common sense." 

With regard to arrow root, then ara various tubers which yield a 
iecuta, and the starch from them is prepared and sold as the true fliaron^a 
arundinacea. For instance, there is the tacca, curcuma, potato and arum 
arrow roots, some of which come from the East Indies, the Society Islands, 
&c., and are of an inferior quality compared with the Jamaica or Bermuda 
kinds. Now these are largely mixed vvilh the Bermuda, or are sold alone 
for it, which the microscope can readily detect. Common starch, and 
sago meal, are also quite often used for the purposes of adulterating arrow 
rooL Out of fifty samples examined by the commission, 22 wera adulter- 
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ated with the substances before menlioneJ, some of which contaioed 
scarcely a trace of the true maranta arrow root* 

The next article examined is Coffbb, which we shall aUnde to in ovr 
next number. 



Ice in Uterine Htrmorrhage. — It has, until within a few years, been the 
rule of practice antiong obstetricians, and of writers upon midwifery gene- 
rally, to use and recommend the tampon in severe flooding^ from threat- 
ened miscarriage!). Experience has shown that its Ube, in such cases, is 
a fBVf bad expedient, as the miscarriage which it is our desire to pre- 
sent 18 generally hastened by it. Besides, its ancleanliness is an obje^ 
tion to its use, for the secretion of the parts, in ten or tweke hours, impRg* 
nates it with a fostor, that, when it is withdrawn, is unhcahhy and almost in- 
tolerable. Now ice will in most cnse< arrest the ha^morrhn j-e. If piund* 
ed up fine and laid over the uterine region, with larj^e pieces pusseil into 
the vagina, there need not, in most cases, be any fear of a great loss d 
blood. Two cases occurred in our practice the past week, both on t&e 
aarae day, wherein we had an opportunity of testing the hwneetatic pow* 
eis of tlus cold remedy, and also the erocts of a tampon, in threatened 
miscarriages. On arriving at the house of oor first patient, we found tk 
woman flowing badly. An examination, per inginam, did not reveal the en- 
gagement of a fcclus or placenta in the neck of iho uterus. Not being able 
to obtain any ice conveniently, use was made of a soft sponge as a tampon, 
and au opiate being given the patient, we left her to repair to the secoudoue. 
This lady we also found flowing quite fieely — aud ice heimr at hand, it mi 
made use of extensively, externally as well as internally. The homorrbage 
soon ceased and the patient has got along comfortably, and up to thepreitDl 
time has had no symptoms that threaten a miscarriage. Such was not the 
case, however, with tlie first patient ; for at the end of three days she miscar- 
ried, in spite of all that could be done to prevent it. It is possible that ihia 
result would have followed had ice been used ; but from the experience we 
have had in other cases, we decidedly give our preference to it. 
tion is made of these eases, from the met of their oceunring together, lad 
showing the difierence of treatment and of results, and not from ibe 
ttovelty of the remedy used in the second case, as we are well aware ieeii 
in pcncrnl use among our best practitioners. There are jowf, however, who 
stiii prefer the tampon, and to such these lemarks are particularly addressed. 



Professors Jaehon and Bigelow, of Boston. — Dr. H. J. Bigelow, Pro- 
fessor of Surgery in Harvard University, left Boston in the steamer for 
Liverpool on Wednesday last. It is his intention to be absent seven or 
eight months, during which time the principal cities of Europe will be 
visited by him. The object of his tour is to note every improvcnieni in 
the line of his profession, and gather such inforutatiou from the great mil- 
ters of his art, as may be of value in the department over which he pn- 
sides. We wish our friend a prosperous and happy voyage, and hope be 
may return in good health, with such stores of useful infbrn^atien asitii 
his desire to ohtain, and which he so well knows how to use. Our read- 
ers may expect occasionally to h? nr from liim, in his absence. 

Dr. J. B. S. Jackson leaves Bo-ion, to-day, for Havre, and, as we un- 
derstand, is to spend the principal part of his lime abroad in France. Dr- 
Jackson is considered one of the best pathological anatomists in this cohb- 
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Ir/. The enthusiasm which he mnnifosts for his favorite science, is rarely 
eqaalled, and we have no doubt that he wili avail himsell, while absent, 
Of the opportunity to investigate many subjects which he could not so well 
do at home. Our best wishes for his heahh and prosperity accompany him« 



HiiUtry tf Mtdicdl Education,^'* History of Medical Education and 
Institutions in the United States, from the first settlement of the British 
colonies to the year 1850; with a chapter on the present condition and 
wants of the profession, and the means necessary for supplying those wants, 
ami elevating the character and extending the usefulness of the whole pro- 
fession. By N. S. Davis, M.D., Professor in Rush Medical College, 
Chicago. liiinois." Di\ Davis, in this little volume, has given us a liistory 
of the rise and progress of medicine, medical institutions, &c., in this coun- 
try, from the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymonth, in 16S0. Such reviews 
of the past, as Dr. Davis justly remarks, are not only peculiarly appropriate, 
bot in the highest degrae profitable to the members of our profession. It 
is also pleasant to compare the dogmas of the prof-^ssion in past times, with 
the present advanced state of medical science. Yet there were many 
master spirits then in the medical ranks, wlio labored with a zeal worthy 
the imiiation of their successors. Dr. Davis, in mentioning the wants of 
the profession of the present day, assumes the proper position ; and if his 
suggestions should he adopted* the greatest practical good would follow, 
both as regards the interests of the profession and the welfare of individuals 
generally. 



Wf'^trrn Reserve College. — From the catalogue of this in.stitutiori, which 
has been received, it appears that there were 5202 siiidLiiis attending the 
medical lectures the past se-^^ion. This CoHei^e is located in the city of 
Cleveland, Ohio; the lacuUy ol which is composed of gentlemen of wide 
reputation, and it is highly gratifying to know that their school is in so 
flmiriahing a condition. 



Starling Medical College — The annual catalogue of the officers and 
students of Starling Medical College, in Columbus, Ohio, for the session of 
1650-51, has been received. Quite a large class, numbering 125, were in 
attendance. The degree of doctor of medicine was conferred on 59 gradu* 
ales. The new college building has been completed ; and from the draw- 
ing of it, on the cover of the catalogue, we sliould tliink it quite classic and 
imposing, proving an ornament to the city in wliich it is located; 



Palmer^ s Artificial T^gs. — Many contrivances have been invented ta 
supply the loss occasioned by the amputation of a leg. Until recently liie 
spparatus made for such purposes, was rude enought consisting of a round 
billet of wood, having on one end a conical* shaped cup to receive the 
stump ; and being confined by straps above, constituted the new limb. For 
all practical purposes, this answered tolerably well, provided amputation 
had occurred below the knee-joint ; but when it had taken place above, it 
was not only inconvenient to use ?urh a leg, but it presented, also, a very 
awkward appearance when in use. To remedy the-e evils, has taxed the 
ingenuity of many an artisan. Artifirinl limbs have been made with 
articulations ; having cords to act ou the various pans, so that their move> 
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iDtnts would imitate the natural tog* Iti some iostonces they have answer- 
ed the purposes intended, but, as a general thing, from their complicated 

structure, some parts of ihc delicate machiner}^ would pive way, making 
it not only a source of great aiiiioyaace, but a matter of considerable ex- 
pense to the wearer. Another objection might be raised against many of 
these artificial limbs, particularly when they are covered with leather or 
any other porous suhstance, on account of the perspiration of the hodv, or 
moisture from any other source, being retained, and giving out an unpleas- 
ant odor. Within the past week we have had an opportunity of examining 
a leg made by Mr. B. F. Palmer, of Springfield, in this State, which seems 
to us to be the Tie plus ultra of mechanism in thh line. It is made o fa 
light wood, covered with an enamel that is impervious to liquids, ha? 
flexible joints, and is as complete a substitute for the natural limb as we 
can conceive of. The leg thai we saw was worn by Mr. Charles West, of 
this city, and so well did it correspond in movements with the natural one, 
that it was difficult to say which was the artificial leg. We take muck 
pleasure in calling the attention of our readers to Mr. Palmer's impfOfe* 
meot in the manu&cture of these artificial limbs. 



Dentifrice and Wash for the Teeth arid Gums. — It is often the case, that 
individuals engaged in the manufacture of dcuiilriceb aiid tooth washes, 
are destitute of any pathological knowledge concemine the teeth and gums. 
We have known substances used for these organs which are decidedly in* 
jurious to them; such, for instance, as powdered pumice stone, peroxide 
of Jron, &c. ; yet they have had an extensive sale. It is true, such arti- 
cles will whiten and make the teeth look bpnutifnl for a whilp, but, it mm 
be apparent to any one, they will prove injurious to them. Dr. J. A. Cum. 
mings, practical dentist, of this city, has laid before us the formula by 
which he prepares a very nice wash and dentifrice. We cannot see any- 
thing that is objectionable in the articles used in his preparation, but, on 
the contrary, know that they have always been considered of the greatest 
benefit for spongy gums and corroded teeth. Dr. Cummings haa, for the 
convenience of iiis patients and others, put up these preparations, with a 
brush, &c., in a neat case, so as to constitiiu* a complete set of den'r;! 
toilet articles, which wc take pleasure in recommending to general notice. 



Mortality of Boston in 1S50,— -The following extract from the City Re- 
gistrar's Report, in addition to the quotations from the same last week* 
gives important information respecting the vital statistics of Boston : — 

*♦ By an analysis of the ages of more than 2000 who died in 1850. ta- 
ken from all the seasons of the year, it is found that the average period of 
human life in Boston, is less than 21 years; that those of American ori- 
gin, average over 25 years, while those of foreign origin average scarcely 
17 years. The great proportion of infants of foreign parentage, that live 
only a few days or weeks, is the principal explanation of the difference. 

"In relation to tlie greater mortality, and the shortripss of life in this city, 
as compared with the country, there are sevonil niiportant circumstances 
that should be borne in mind. Most of the bubinc;>s of the city, commer- 
cial and industrial, is performed by men in the prime of life, very many of 
whom in middle or advanced age retire to the suburban cities and villagest 
and more remote rural retreats, giving place to younger recruits from abroad. 
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The fame of Boston, (or its hospitals, its curative means and its philan- 
thropv, attract^ immher'^ afltH ird by chronic and incumlilr maladies to our 
city, and ilicir names soon iiiid a place in our mortality list, instead of be- 
ing registerad at tbeir proper homes. Of the d25 that died last year iq 
the city iDstitutions, and toe Massaehuitetts General Hospital, by far the 
greater part belonged abroad, or had resided here only a short time. And 
as before remarked, it is b^ including in our tables the foreign populatioOt . 
that an anfavoreble aspect is given to the vital statistics of Boston " 



Assistant Surgeons UmUd Staie$ Navy. — ^Of the candidates lately exa- 
mined for admission into the service as Assistant Sur^pons, the following 
have been found qualified, viz. : — Samuel F. Coues, Portsmouth N. H.; 
Jacob S. Duniran, Philadelphia; George Peck, N. Y. ; Charles F. Faiis, 
York, Penn. ; Jonks H. Otis, Boston; Frederick Hornor, Jr., Warrenlon, 
Va. ; James B. Whitini;, Norfolk, Va. ; Randolph H in tson, Cartersville, 
Vs.; W. E. Wysham, Baltimore, Md. ; Albert Schriver, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
Thomas Le Fai^ Cronmiller, Savage Factory, Md. ; C. Drayton, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.; Wm. L. Nichol, Nashville, Tenn.; John C. Coleman, Hali- 
&x Courthouse, Vn ; J. Page Hopkins, Winchester, Va. ; Richard H. 
Cowman, Annapolis, Md. 

Robert T. Macoun, Passed Assistant Surgeon, to rank next after Passed 
Assistant Surgeon Richard McSherry. William A. Harris, Passed As- 
sistant Surgeon, to rank next after Passed Assisiaiit Surgeon Robert E. 
Vail. Passed Asaistant Surgeon Henr^ O. Mayo, to rank next after 
Bused Assistant Surgeon Wm. A. Hams. — PhUad, Medical Examiner* 



Imanity eamed hy Tape-worm, and cured by Kouao. — ^Dr. Wm. Wood 
nves an interesting case, in the London Lancet, of a man, confined in the 

Bethlem Hospital on account of insanity, who became completely restored 
to his health and reason, after a tape-worm had been discharged by the ad- 
ministration of that celebrated anthelmintic kousso. 



Medical Miscellany. — There are fifteen physicians among the members of 
the Legislature of this State. — Dr. Hare lately exhibited before the Patho- 
logical Society of London a human kidney weighing sirtecn pounds. It 
consisted of a congeries of cysts, and was taken from a man aged 46 years. 
We believe this is the largest kidney that has ever been recorded. — By 
so abstract return to the Secretary of this Commonwealth, for the year 
1850, we learn that there are S5,9S1 paupers in the State. — Dr. R. L. 
Howard, editor of the Ohio Medical and Surgical Journal, has just sailed 
ibr £uiope. 



DtED, — Lj \Vorces.»er^ Dr. Henry Edes, urcd 7S jeara, a graduate of Jiaivard University, in 
the class of 1799.— In Billerica, of aiseaw oflhe hMrt, Zadoc Howe, M.D , one of the past prMU 
dou of tlw MaMMlnMlla Nodical Soeioly^At Oifofd, Goiw., Or; Nook Siono, •ged 68 yeats 



OeaUu in AmIon— for the w eek ciiJiiif; Saturday noon, Marrh 15, 70.— Males, 54— females, 3o 
AcciJeolal, % o <Uiimi, 1— ii>flammntion of the Ijowels, 2— disease of ihe brain, 3 — consumption, 
7-«<onirul«ions, 3— cronp, 3 — Myscntpry, 3 — dropsy, 2— <Irop>iy of tho brain, 4— erysipelas, 1— 
illMusitnn, 1— ^arlet fever, 3 — luiig fever, J— hoopiag coueh, 2— diJicaseof tiie bearl« 4— infantile, 
3— iiiilninmation of the lung^, 4 — congestion of liw liiBgs, ^RwnuBins, 9— momlos, J^oM sgo, 
z~^puerperal, 1— sniaUpoxy S-Hoolbinfl:. 3. 

UiKter 6 yw, S5 belweea UmadfO yean, 1 1— belwom 90 uid 40 yoon. Id— botwoon 40 and 
w vein, 6— om 60 jneon, 3t Amorieaai, SI j fordgnon and childraii of nragoiin, 99i 
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Maternal Tmpresswn^ find the Fcptiis. — Mnnv rn^c? of an unhappy in* 
fluenrc exerted ihrnd^h the imnfjinalion of the mother upon the fTlus in 
ulero having^ been lately published — one of which may be found in an- 
other part of to-day's Journal— the following, by a correspondent of tho 
London Lancet* \9 important, aa abowini^ that the iroagiiiaiioo» tbonsiiae* 
five, and fixed morbidly upon one definite olject, ia not alwmya capaUe of 
producing the eflfect in question : — 

"About two venrs op^o I attended a patient in labor with her first child. 
She is a very nervous, hysterical woman, and easily nlrinnod, ronsequenily 
precisely the subject for extraordinary influence and nnpre:>Mons. During 
her pregnancy, as lar as I could learn, her heaiih was good ; at least so far 
80, tnat I waa not once called upon for profeaaional aasiatance. Her labor 
waa tolerably apeedy, and the presentation natural. On the birtb of the 
child taking place, ^he anxiously inquired of me if there waa any mark of 
deformity. A careful examination enabled me to assure her that nothing of 
thp Kint! ovisted, at which phe expressed hers<»lf a« i^reatly relieved and 
hiLfhly firatitiod. With considerable difficulty I Minii;iuc(l to get from her. 
that she had been much alarmed one day when she went to the water-closet 
by finding a large rat in the Iwisin ; she had ever since brooded over this, 
and her mind waa constantly occupied with the dread that her child wonid 
be deformed in consequence. The special malformation she anticipated was, 
thnt it would have 9^nU*ihtad. I remonstrated with her for havin|f con- 
cenk'd her fear from me, as I should have endeavored to calm her mind by 
assurances and reasonings to the contrary; but her husband said that 
he was convinced that nothing but the birth of a well-formed, normally- 
made child, would have any influence in changing her opinion. 

** So far, then, as one case may be taken as an example for a rule, we have 
hero a nervous, hysterical female, with a ver^ impreasible mind, fully un* 
der the influence of alarming* canses at all times, dwelling for months on 
a cause of dread and disgust — one at all times most likely to alarm a timid 
woman — her thoughts constantly occupied by one besetting iden, (bnt her 
child would and must have a peculiar dclormity, connected \\\\\\ ilie cause 
of the fright she had sustained, and yel not the slightest mark or abnormality 
existed when the child was born. 1 may add that the mother was threat- 
ened with puerperal mania soon after her confinemtnL" 



Pension to the Widow of the late Mr. Liston. — The Government, as no 
doubt mo?<t of our readers have observed, has granted to the widow of the 
late Robert Liston a pension of £100 per annum. While it is a subject 
of regret that Mrs. Liston should require such an addition to her Income, 
it is gratirying to know that the just claims to such aid by the widow of 
one of the greatest of modem surgeons have been thus acknowledged by 
the Government. 

Thou'.'h almost a solitary instance of the kind, it must be satisfactory to 
the great body of the surgeons of this kingdom to And, even in a single 
instance, that tbe labors of one of their brethren have been, even to Uie 
extent mentioned, recogntased as a national benefit — hmdoM Iduuetm 



^ Jeferson Mediral College^ Philadelphia. — At the late commencement of 
this institution, tlic degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred on 227 
graduates. An address to them was delivered by Prof. Mutter. 
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PARTIAL DILATATION AND RUPTURE OF LKFT VCNTIUCLr OF THE 
ilEAUT, WiTH EKFI .-'ION OV BLOOD LNTO THE PERICARDIUM. 

I'OcJT-ilORTtM t^A&lLNATlON. 

BT M. M. WRtTBy M.O., OF STJlAGVSli, H. T. 
iComiiiMtlMtad fw the BiMtmi MmHcal and Snrilail Jonml.] 

On die 5th of October, 1830, I was called to see Mr. , act. 70 

years. Tho history of his case, as obtained from himself and wife, was, 

that he was taken ill on the night of the ^5th of Septemher, eleven 

days previous to my visit, with chilly sensations, severe pain in the region 

of the heart, extending through the back and shoulders and left arm, ' 

down to the insertion of the deltoid muscle, and into the elhow-joint ; 

Jaboriotis respiration, with an anxious desire for firesh air. In short, hb 

^rmptoms indicated a genuine attack of angina pectoris, which did not, 

however, occur again during his illness. The urgent symptoms were oif 

short duration, not exceeding an hour. But considerable tenderness, 

fiilncssand uneasiness remained about the region of the heart, with nn ina- 

1 ■ 1 • • • • 

bility to lie on tlie left side. A slight pain was occasionally felt, and 

continued to recur until niy first visit. At this lime 1 found he had par- 
tially fainted, an{l was slightly convulsed, with momentary loss of con- 
sciousness. The impuf'^e of the heart at tln> lime was very feeble ; the 
pulse slow, small and inleriuitti iit : ijn at prostration of the vital powers ; 
countenance paU^ and sunken; toM extremities; profuse perspiration, 
with difficult and lahorious respiration. The violence aijd urgency of 
these symptoms subsided in tlie course of an hour or two ; pulse be- 
came regular, yet rose to 130 beats per minute in the course of the day. 

When 1 visited him on the ensuing day, Oct. 6th, I found he had 
passed a very comfortable night ; his appetite was good, bowels regu- 
lar, urinary secretion normal; pulse 125, small and feeble ; a slight 
sense of pain, ftilness and tenderness about the regbn of the heart, 
though not to the same extent as the day previous. 

I continued to visit him dailv until the I4tli, during which time the 
|)ain and uneasiness about the heart had almost entirely subsided, but the 
frequeney of thn pnl«:e continued, varyini^ from 1 20 to 125 per rninute. 
Ih- «i''neral health liad so much imj)r<)ve(l at this time, that lie resumed 
liis l)n<uu ss at his oflice a> n^ual. I fli:^eontinued iny attendance, and 
did not see him again until Thursday morning, Oct. 24th, when 1 was 
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called in great baste. I found him laboring under a severe pafoxysmiif 
palpitation of the heart, with a frequent, small, feeble pulse, nearly im- 
perceptible at the wrist ; countenance pale and sunken ; respiration la- 

honous ; dry hacking; cough ; hoarseness of voice, profuse swealinc;. and 
cold extremities, with rapid sinkiii'j^ of tlic powers of life, threatening 
imniediatf dissolution. These symptoms continued most of the day, 
taxiiii; all our efforts to keep the vital spark from ebbing away. Hi? 
npp''t!t«' now for ihc first time failed, and there was nansen. with (xxa- 
sioiiai vomiliij^ ; flatulence and constipation of the bowels were also 
present. 

Paroxysms of palpitation of the heart, with sinking of the vital powers, , 
continued to recur at irregular intervak for seven to eight days, thouj^h with i 
less and less seTerity, until th^ nearly ceased, three or four days pre- { 
vious to the fatal termination of tbe*case« As the paroxysms of pal pits* ' 
tion and sinking gradually declined, the action of the heart became moie 
regular. The pulse also became slower, fuller, and more regular. The 
muscular pow er gradually improved, so that he was able to raise himself , 
up in bed with comparative ease. The functions of the brain wcw 
most perfect through the whole course of his illness. The mind was clear 
and tt-anquil. and his spirits buoyant and happy. A peculiarity worthy of 
remark in this cas(% was the alternate violent and tranquil respiraiioD. 
He would dozo a few minutes cahnly, then start up with a convulsiw 
spring, wiih hurried and laborious n -spiiatioii, and then sink down inio 
the same quii t state as before. These allcnialions continued to recur tor 
the last week or ten days of liis \\\\\ Ordinarily the heart's artiuii was 
weak and feeble; and during a paioxysni of i)alpitation its bcab were 
quite distinct. There was dulness on percussion over the chest, corres- 
ponding to the apex of tlie heart, of two inches and a half in diameter. 
Valvular diagnosis clear and distinct. External jugulars tur;^d sod 
swollen* The tongue was slightly coated at 6rst, but towards we close 
became covered with viscid, tenacious mucus and sordes. A stroog 
desire for acid fmit and drinks was present, and continued until near tin 
filtal termination. This occurred suddeoly on the evening of the bib of 
November. 

Post-mortem A'ppearances, — An examination of the body was made 
thirty-six hours alter death, in which 1 was assisted by Drs. A. B. Ship- 
man and VVni. M. Smith. 

Thorax. — On raising the sternum, the pc?-icartUi(m w as observed to 
he very greatly di^tcnclcd and finiily adherent to the diaphrai;ni. Ou 
opening the pericardium, it was round fill* d w ith bloody scrum and ro- 
agula. At the apex of the left vtnulcle was a dark livid uia^s, Iwo 
inches in tiiaineler, and an inch ur more in ihlcUness, benealli ihe pen- 
cardium, composed of layers of coa^ula and organized lymph, arranged 
in altemato patches, and havin^^ strength sufficient to prevent the escape 
of blood for months and perhap ) cars. An opening was traced about 
the size of a crow quill, beneath the external layer, mm which the fa- 
tal extravasation had taken place. Beneath tliis tumor the muscular 
fibres of the heart were very thin, and in the centre entirely wanting. 
The layers of coagula and lymph, together witli the 6rroly adherent 
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pcfficardiMin, gave soeh support to the weakened portion of the heart as - 

to preserve its Ainctions ior a long time. It was a beautiful illustration : 

of the conservative powers of the system in patching up (for a time af ' 

least) one of the most important vital organs of the body. It b highly « 

prol)able that a ^ii^ht efiiision of blood took place from time to time, 

while by quickly forming coagula and subsequently lymph, the mischief 

was repaired, and lliis was a i!;nin and af;ain n-pt atrd until th'" 1a>^t 'nlal 

effusion. The lungs were pcrf« rrly sound, but thurc were two or tin ' o 

quarts of serum in the cavity of the chest. The stomach, liver, spieu^n 

and pancreas, as well OS the other organs in the abdomen, were in a nor* 

mal conditiOQ. 



LETTCR FEOM THE EDITOR ON MLDiClNC ANU 6UKGEH.Y IN EUJfPT. 

[Concluded Ihim pifs 131.] 

Aa mentioned in some preceding lettei-s, a variety of medical adventoiers 
hover in and about Cairo and Alexandria, because, in some cases, there 
seems to be not another place to rest the soles of their feet. Like Noah*s 
dove, they go abroad from their homes in £urope, in the strength of hope^ 

die profession being multiplied there beyond the demands of the people. 
They thus sonictiines fly almost to the ends of the earth — and it will be 
admitted Kgypt is about the lenninMs ; hut, unlike Noah's dove, if they 
fail of success, they cannot cunvemently retiun to the ark from whence 
they went out. Some of thcui succeed adiuirably, proviiied they obtain 
tlie patronage of the nien lianls among their own eouutryuien here, for 
they have the wlierewiilial to increase the store of a physician. The 
security which Mahomet Ali gave to the lives and property of foreign 
merchants, induced rouhitudes of them to settle in this granary of the 
old world« English physicians are the best paid ; and the Italians, 
worthless as some of them are, the next. Arabs, even sheiks, the heads 
of villages ; mechanics, shop-keepers, and others, possessing means, are 
miseralue paymasters to the physicians ; still they are always wanting 
advice and sufgical assistance. "Only cure," is a common remark, 
"and the best cow in the herd, my courser, kc," are promised to be 
ibrtbconiing ; but they never coine. Those who have most reputation 
in their view — those who make the blind see, by prickins^ their eyes, 
and stop the growth of scrotal enlar!::;ements^ — a rom]>laiut that is rjuite 
prevalent — have no security of payjiient for their services till a certain 
sum in current piastres is laid upon the table. What is thus obtained is 
all that ei'cr will be j)aid them, and consequently course is (julte jus- 
iiliuble. It strikes me that an accomplished dental surgeon would tind 
his account in sutdiug at Alexandria. If any dentists are there now, 
they can have no extended reputation, or I should have heard of them, 
it would be quite impossihle to realize such prices, however, as tliey ob- 
tain in the United States. 

Apothecaries seem to have good picking, particulariv in Alexandria, 
where they have possession of one side of a street, rerhaps, like spi- 
ders in a bottle, they live on each other-^for it is not by putting up pre* 
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scriptioDS for Anb customeis, that they tlirive. By combbtng 9ug»r 
plums, tooth-washes, &nc7 soaps, and such kmds of showy nick-nacb 
as have gradually crept into drug-shops all over Christendom as well u 
here, the paras are probably gathered quite rapidly. 

French medical works are roost in vogue : now much they are studied, 
b another matter. As for keeping up with the improvenirnt*? and dis- 
covtVios of the day, no ono appears to think of it. Coii^ocjuontly a copy 
of any nit-dic nl journal is a rarity. Possibly on^^ may he taken hy some 
of the Knglisli physicians ; yet T have not *^een one; in any office in 
Egypt, to inv recollection. INor docs any one apjicar ambitious to re- 
cord or publish the results of his observations on the diseases of the 
country. 

A few days before sailing iVom Boston, in April, 1850, a letter was 
received from my mucb-csteemed friend, Dr. Mussey, of CiDchinati, 
urging ine to investigate that horrible disease, leprosy ; and while at 
Adiens ascertain respecting the prevalence of acute rheumadsm there 
during the last 2500 years — and lastly, to inquire concerning the ex- 
istence of intermittent fever^ of five days' interval between the parox- 
ysms, for the same long period* 1 have not been unmindful of the re- 

2uesL When I reach Damascus, the first will bo looked afler ; and in 
rreece, whoever liiis a twinge must expect to be mulled over pretty 
thoroughly, on the doctor's account. Some of the old aches that were 
engendered in myself hy years of exposure in an op(^n boat during my 
connection with the external health departm'^nt of Boston, give occa- 
sional intimation of their wliereabouts ht-twtH it the shoulder and the 
elhow of the left ami, even in the bland climate of Egypt. This is 
the more extraordinary, as during the vx arm w eathcr in New England 
there was a complete exemption from i liLuniaitc troubles. As an indica- 
tion of the temperaluro here dining the whole of January, it may be 
mentioned that ttie musquitoes are so pestiferously annoying, that the bed 
must be secured by a muslin net, or the sleeper would find himself su^* 
ed as dry in the morning as one of the baked monks of St. Bernard. 

I cannot deny myself the pleasure of adverting to Dr. Mussey' s 
widely-promulgated anathemas against the use of tobacco— the habitual 
use of which is as much objected to by myself as by that staunch apos- 
tle of temperance in eating, drinking and smoking. Hut with all his 
seal, his philanthropy, his bold arguments and cogent reasoning; on this 
subject, in Egypt he would find stumbling-blocks in the way of his con- 
clusions, that N\'oiild be worse to manniie than a hofrshead of tlie best 
Kentucky in the market. Men, frouj childliood, smoke incessantlv in 
E'_';ypt. They smoke everywhere and under all circumstances. There 
is IK) cessation — not an hour when a cloud of cnrlina^ smoke is not as- 
cending. It is the Crst and prominent ci\iiity to hand a pipe — and 
smoke you must, or suffer under the imputation of heinii: no gentleman ; 
and were that good man of Cinciiuiati silling where this sentence is 
written, he would himself smoke, like every one else here. People live 
long enough, in all conscience, notwithstanding this everlasting smoking ; for 
they outlive their usefulness — outlive every thing but animal wants — live, 
aome of them, till everybody wishes they were dead ! I have not been 
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an inattentive observer of the smokin? mania in Germany, and other parU 
of coiiiifieiitiil JJ.urope ; on the coiiuary, a strict inquiry into the moral 
and constitutional effects of the babit^ very judiciously called a vicei 
Wis inslkuced as I travelled fmm kingdom to kingdom where it pr»- 
failed ; and I hare arrtved at the gratifying conclusion that if persona 
wisb to smoke, they may, and I shall not waste my breath in warring 
agabst the habit. 

Another kind of smoking is practised in Ki^'vpt, and probably in Syria^ 
unknown to us in America, viz., that of Indian hem p. Cigars are charged 
with it, and there are apartments where individuals may go and draw in, 
through a long pipe^tem, a kind of smoke that exalts a dirty, bare* 
footed rascal into an imaginary prince. In a few minutes he sees the 
tjatcs of a Mahomedan paradise, gazes wildly towards the sky, and 
laui^hs till all consciousness passes away, and be falls into a lethargy of 
ron^iderahle duration. 1 suspect it is hemp, and not opium as genendly 
supposed, with whicli cigars arc druLr'jed, and made the instruments in 
the hands of desioninix men, in Ijondou and oiher <^reat cities on the Con- 
tiiiinu for the perpetration of many dreadful crimes. 

I have collected many curious and novel facts, illustrative of tho die- 
tetic regimen and social habits of Arabs, Jews, Nubians, Abysslnians— * 
slaves and freemen — ^with whom I have had as much acquaintance as is 
desirable, in their own countries : but how or when they are to be used, 
is uncertain. A knowledge of them would sadly unhinge some excel- 
lent theories of our regenerators of society. Were they to attempt the 
introduction of some of their hobbies into these countries, they would 
be laughed at as fools; and after the blush of mortification at the ab- 
surdity of their moonshine propositions had subsided, they would laugh 
themselves at their own stupidity and nanownminded conceptions of the 
elements of humanity. 

On the way to Beyroot, Feb, 4, 1851. 



[It is frratifylng to have tiie views which were expressed hy us a few 
weeks -ince, on the sul/p'ct of extracting needles, coincided in hv a sur- 
geon ol so mucli experience as Professor Shiptiian. We are also glad to 
learn that he contemplates furnishing a series of articles for the Journal. 
He has long been an occasional and acceptahle contributor, and is one 
of the select but gradually lessening number of those whose subscription 
to the Journal dates back a full quarter of a century. — Ed.J 

ON EXTKACTION OF NELDLES. 

To the Editor of the Botton Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Sir, — ^Much has lately heen said on extraction of needles in the 
Oesh, and I am going to throw in my mite while the subject is up. I 
have seen much mischief in cutting for a nredle, or a pordon of one; 

more, in my opinion, than by leaving it to itself ; for it nas never been 
my misfortune to meet with a case where the foreign hody did not find 
its way to tho surface, and then it is easily extracted. The inside of the 
bands and soles of tiie feet are the parts most liable to be mjured ; and 
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if the surgeon begins his search in these situations in the expectatioQ of 
finding what he is searching aJier, he will in most instaiiccs be disap- 
pointed. The tendons, fascia, muscles and nerves of the faamfa and M 
caimot M of being mocb injured, and the aurgeon will hart the ciedk 
of catninv tlie injury* I have had many patieDta present themselves to 
me with such accidents — some of them very much frightened, and innstiBg 
OD having a seaich made until the foreign body was found. Or they faiil 
already tinder)gqne an opemtion, with extensive incisions which exposed 
the tendons and ligaments, making a trivial thing one of a serious cbaractBi* 
One invariable rale should gnide the surgeon in such cases. Whsa 
the foreign body can be seen or feh, no difficulty will be experienced 
in hs extraction. A pair of closely-fitting forcpp-;, after cuttinL!: down on 
to where you have fixed it with your fin^'ci^^, will <:enorally do it without 
trouble. But in all cases where it is out of siirht, and cannot be rfw- 
tmctly Jell, let it alone, quiet your patient's fears by assuring him that no 
harm will result, and you will not have cause to rei^ret the course. I 
never used the scalpel in a case where the needle was not in siijht nor 
could be felt, but what 1 regretted it ; and, what js ui more consequence, 
the patient did the same. On the other hand, I never left one to na- 
ture, hot both patient and myself were glad in the end. 
^ St/racusCf iV. Y*, Mtarch 19, 1861. A. B. Shipmar. 



StNGVLAR CASR OF GUN-SHOT WOUND. 

To the Editor of Uie. Barton Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Sir, — I send you the following case, which has the interestint^ feature 
of hf'in? nn exception to a gjeneral rule, and constituting one of a cla>5 
which \M iters on military surgery have ever seemed anxious to collect 
and record. 

On the 7th of Feb., a gentleman of this city, Mr. I. Grenville Brown, 
went into the woods, to tlie camp of his brother-in-law, on a hunting 
excursion. Having loaded his gun, a double-barrelled one, at the camp, 
he went forth in search of game ; but stopping a few moments on his way 
HI witness the operations of some lumbeimen, in order to get a good view 
he mounted a low stmnp and placed the gun by his side, the butt resting 
upon the snow. While in this position, the gun suddenly settled m the 
anow, and, in the act of drawing it up, the muzzle being on a level 
with the hip-joint, the contents of one of the banels were dischai^ged, and 
the ball entered the right side. He was borne to the camp, and messengers 
immediately despatched for Drs. McRuer of Bangor, and Bradbury of 
Oldtown. Upon their arrival, it was ascertained that the ball had en- 
tered the flash nearly opposite the last filse rib, taken a direction upward 
and forward, stmck upon the lower border of the tentli rib, and enter- 
ed the cavity of the abdomen. Nothing more was seen of its ct)ur?e 
until it made its appearance as;ain at tlie union of the cartilage of the 
second rib with the sternum, about one inch from the centre of that 
bone. It beint> impossible to secure requisite attendance at the camp, 
he was biou^hi, by easy stages^ aud in a hori^^utui position, lo this city. 
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There wu bnc little hemorrhage fioiii the wound, his principal symptoms 
being greet dbtteae and prostratiofi, a abut, hunied and extremely lebc^ 
nous respiration, pain in the right shoulder, and excessive faintneas and 

nausea. These syinptorns seemed to wnrrant ihe opinion that the pleura 
had been injured, if, indeed, as the pain in the shoulder indicated, severer 
iojuries had not been in Hie ted. In a few days, however, the violence of 
these symptoms abated, and at the expiration of three weeks Mr. Brown 
was able to ride out, and, in a few days after, to take the reins in his own 
hands. Th*' H 'sh wound. oxtpndin«x from the first entrance of the hall 
toils disapiMnirancc ben( aili the ribs* a distance of one and a half inches, 
presenlt'd tlu' discolored appearance peculiar to such wounds, suppurated, 
and dlscliar<!;e(l pus from the orifice below. 

Ill the days when wans were fasliional)le, numerous were the luur- 
brcadlh 'scapes recorded by writers oa military sur2;ery, some ol il»em, 
mdeed, taxing our credulity (o an almost uajustidable extent ; but in 
modern times we are occasionally called upon either to doubt the evi- 
dence of our own senses, or believe in events which well nigh border 
on the miraculous and impossible ; such, ibr instance, as the celebrated 
crow-bar case^the report, in a Pliiladelphia periodica), of the pierced 
li t, .md numerous others involving less important organs, hut wonder- 
ful in their result. Death seems experimenting with his darts, or some 
potent Hornbook " thwarts his purposes, ai^ compels the old lament : 

" Twas but yestreen, nae fitrdier gaiie, 
1 threw a nnbl« darl M ttiie } 

Wi' (ess, I'm sure, I've htmdred* slaio j * 

ItiK Dicl-ma^care, 
It just placed dirlie on liie b«Mt 

And did naenwir." 

KespectfuUy Yours, Edvv aho M. I'ielu. 
Bangor, Me., March, 185U 



HOMCEOPATUY. 

fCommuiiicated for the l^<^(<l|| Midicnl aiui :jurgical Journal.] 

It would be a thankless and futile labor to attempt a philosophical dis- 
cussion of the claims of homa'oi)aihy, for the mass of unprofessional 
readeis : not iK cnuse people of comtnou sense and common intelligence 
are incompetent to investi«ratt; the .sul)ject ; but because they are unwill- 
ing, or unahU', to bestow the requi^iie amount of lime and labor. W ah- 
out this investigation, its ai^reenient or disagreement with facts, and 
with ilie comnioiily-rcc ivfd piiuciples of medical science, cannot be 
undufiiiood. When lliilinemann fiibi aiim.uiiced his hypothesis, it was 
regarded not only by the profession, but by the world, as one of those 
dreamy and mystical theories which have characterized every age, and 
which glinuner and flicker through their day, to be forgotten. In the 
United States, liomoeopathy claims to be gaining iavor. The causes 
of this advancement, if, indeed, it shoidd be admitted, might probably 
be Ibund in circumstances that have little to do with its intrinsic merits. 
One of these is the fact, that Ibr the last few years we have been £ivored 
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with an exemption from disease, both in respect to its severity tnd 
amount, for a kmg time before unpai-alleled. Where but little medicatioo 
13 oecessaiy, or if the necessity Cot this little is ever questionable, it li 
obvious that a system like homoeopathy, irrespective of its real merits, 
will maintain a decided aflvantage over other inetliods, which are more 
formidable in llicir consequences, if misapplied, and more distasU'lul and 
repulsive to the invalid. It has, therefore, become a matter of no tritlini; 
imporiancu, not merely with the pi)\ slcian, but with patients, thai iu 
claims to confidence should be understood. If thi^ crotchet of the Ger- 
man enthusiast, for it can hardly aspire to the dignity, even, ol a theory, 
is founded in truth, it will assurediv be sustained and established hv facts. 
Under such circumstances what should be expected from tlie peojile, 
who are so deeply interested in settling the clums which two opposite 
systems of medical practice present ? Indeed, bow few are yet suffi- 
cient!) informed to say, what it the question* 

Allopathy, by which term the commonly-received method of tieatbg 
disease is designated, is an attempt to cure it, by the prodactioa of a 
condition of the system, either different from^ oppoiite fo, or incompaii- 
Afe tinth, tlie condition essential to the disease to be cored.*' On the 
other hand, homceopathists claim " to cure disease, by agencies which 
are identical uith, or similar to, the causes which produce it." And 
here it may be in place to inquin? what they will do with tliat for- 
midable class of diseases, the causes of whi( h are admitted lo ht' yd 
unknown. By what rule will they select llie n-medy which must be 
idtndcal with, or similar to, tht; cause of the malady ? Allopathy 
admits its ii^norance of the causes of many diseases ; and yet ireab 
these same diseases successfully, the condition of the system con- 
stituting the disease being discoverable, and understood. In addition to 
all this, homreopatliy claims a potency for infinitesimal doses of medi- 
cme, especially when modified by certain shakings, which b strangely at 
variance with all &ct and all experience, in all other departments of nf 
tural science. 

In regard to the efficiency of homoeopathy, for good or for evil, tak* 

ing its own statements of the quantities and the kinds of medicines 
which constitute its doses, for truth, on the principles recognized by alio* 
pathy, they will prove inoperative, and therefore harmless. But on iis 
own theory of nuiUiplied latencies, so mystically related to infinite dilu- 
tions, and cabalistic shakings, snrelv it is madness to entrust their admin- 
istration to those who do not even pretend to a knowledge of the animal 
sinu ture ; or of the laws which i;o\ crn it, either in health or disease. 
If an ague, produced by a specific niiasnt, and to be cured by its lil'e, 
is appropriately treated with the fortieth dilution. \nU'm'\Civd w 'nh forlii 
shakes, the Jortij-Jlrst would — inevitably blow the patient lo the nioon 1 
If homceopathists will insist on our allowing their claims, they should per- 
mit us to rebuke them for committing their potencies to such palpably 
incompetent keeping. 

Ignorance, and fanaticism, and cupidity, have certainly monopolised 
homoeopathy, to the general exclusion of honest and intelligent men, as 
converts to its doctrines, and we might properly leave the matter to dad 
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hs own way to oblivion. Its disciples and dispensers, by the hundred, 
•re palpably incompetent to understand the subject; and, in many in- 
stances, incontinently betray, and sometimes even avow, that tuere was 
the great argvmuBnt in their conversion. If any among these are entitled 
to onr respect for their intelligence, cultivation and good principles, we 
admit that for them, badinasie or ridicule would be inapprnpn;it'' and un» 
just. At the same time it should be borne in mind, tiiat the fact of its 
numbering such men among its converts is no proofol* its truth. Innumo* 
rable "tn'^tances, in tlie various departments of moral and intellertunl, no 
less than natural scieiicc, have occurred, where intelligent and honest 
men have been tin? zealous advocates of systems of error and absurdity, 
tiiat have finally ex ploflt'd. But with the mass, reasoning maybe out 
of tlie question, i IruiiKipaihy, like all other theories, must rely on facts, 
and on its practical woikiuf;, for ultimate triumph. Tlie advocates of 
llie system may claim that there has been insufficient time for an accu- 
mulation of these facts, or for their practical working ; and that the prac- 
tice of honimopathy, in the hands of uncultivated and irresponsible 
mdivtduah, is no test of its merit. Let them commit it, then, to compe- 
tent bands— *if, indeed, competent men will take the trust. 

In the mean time it must be obvious, in relation to the two systems, 
that there can be no middle ground for compromise. If we establish the 
troth of eitkeTj the utter fallacy of the other is equally proven. They 
are wide asunder as the poles, and the ndddU ground would prove as 
impracticable and untenable, as a farm in Symmes*s Hole ; and the 
"fjood Lord — good devil" policy, which dictates xho indifferent dispen- 
sation of cither system, according to the fancy of our patrons, deserves 
the reprobation of all who will admit that sheep-stealing is felony. 

Very fortunately, all errorb in medical practice are not equally fuis- 
chievous. While we claim the general truth oi allopathy, we admit 
there are incidental evils — not consequent — which prove, clearly enough, 
lliat ciror may be so mcor^rated with truth as to render the latter not 
merely inoperative, hut positively iniurious. Themdiscrtminate, inappro- 
priate, or excessive medicatbn of the ignorant or reckless allopathist is 
always poniively hazardous, generally injurious, and sometimes fatal; 
while the ministratbns of hommopathy will often prove harmless, or 
only negaiioefy injurious, though sometimes also fatal. The preference 
of the latter to the Ibrmer, on the ground of its comparative harmless- 
ness, is [1 ilpably absurd. It is akin to the philosophy of Graham, who 
would substitute saw-dust for bread, because, foisooth, excess in the 
ktter might induce repletion or apoplexy. 

But if medical science may have formerly erred in the amount, or se- 
verity of its ministrations, the jiresent century has been disfitn'iiished, 
thtis far, by great and important discoveries, in all its departments, and 
by correspondini^ improvement in its principles and practice ; so thnt, 
at the present moment, homoeopathy itself overmatches it, in the matter 
of dosing. But the great evil of the times is to be found boyond tho 
precincts of homccopathy, or allopathy. The people are obstinately 
bent on believing that medical science, whether a la Galen, or Hahne- 
tmrnn, or GmSeaberg, is all comprised in the art of stuffing the human 
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stomacb with medicine. U]iprinci|M sprculalon have seiied on thii 
iofinDity of die bumaii biped, and have used it lor the advancen^entof 
their own Ibrtunes, by dehigiog the eanb with a flood of reoiedi«s (or 
all diseases, ima<;inable and uiiitiii<;inable. And these have been giedij 
swalJowed---an(l ])iive cost the world more lives than allopaibjr and 
HMBopathy, and all other pathies, past, present, or to come, will save— 
and more money than they will realize in a century. It will be no in- 
glorious achicvontrnt, if homcropathy succeeds in supplanting this de- 
stmrtivp nrtilkry of irresponsible mountebanks, with its own unshoUed 
pop'gun. Fro k£ nata* 



ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA, A RK80RT FUR INVAUDS. 

To the Editor of ihc Boston Mrdicnl and Surgical Jovrnnl. 

Dear Sin, — A jjentleman here having received, to-day, a letter frooia 
friend in St. Au«^ustine, who was sent thither last autunm for " nnnis- 

t('i"s's ihmat ail " (n:or!)iis Inryngau^i lorutoruni), I forward, by his per- 
mission, extracts for your Journal, which will tend to keep liie profes- 
sion acquainted with tlie various movenK nli of invaHds, and w ith the inie 
character and vvortli of medical localities. C^ver yours, Pojss LicsL 
Saratoga Springs , loM March, 1651. 

** I intend to return about the first of May, I dare not go sooner, as 
•Uie chani^c of w cather will be t>;realer than you can well conceive. For 
the last three w eeks it is not to be dcsrrilicd. The thennonif ter has 
ranged (it is now March l<t) from */<) lo and lliin clollies are hoL:in- 
ninii; lo be sate, 'i he nrnusenients Ijere are vnrieH. Fishinr^ is fine. 
Fish of the rarest kind (jil the waters. Shet^p^head. drum, sea trcmt. 
bass, sea bass, kingfish, Lalayette. «ireen turtle, and niynad* upon niyriaik 
ol oy.-ti rs and clams. Shootitt£r» — Snipes ol the largest size, ducks, qualJ, 
«k>ves in large flocks, cranes wJltbont number, pelicans ^farown and white), 
krks, kc. 1 have been in puiBuit of deer twice^ and oave ooiae m sighi 
of them. But it requires a roan of more skill and practised nerve H 
take an aninMil so shy. The woods are well stocked with diem ; and 
the roan wIk> is cool and knows how to do the thing, is sure Co get at 
l^st one a«da]t* 1 shall miss venison more than way article of iiiod 
when 1 return to the IVortli. it is by Isr the best meat 1 evsratt. 
Tender as a chbken, and of the most ddkate flavor, venison prnm 
lenipting to the Invalid. Still, give me a northern home. I am very idle. 

*' We are in the midst of sprinfr. My fjcneral health preatly improved, 
\ve}'_rl)i and vi^or increase*!, nnd throat much iinfiroved. hut not well. I 
am aware 1 ne<-(i a long time to recover, and iear i may have to sfcoi 
anotin:r winter in klkoess here.'' 



CHLOROrOllM IN A CASE OF H YDROCRPHALUS AND CONVULSIONS. 

[From an address of Dr. N. Martin, of Dow, N. H., before theJ)over 
Medical Association, we copy the following case* It is taken iioDi ik* 
Hew Hampshire Journal of Medicine.] 
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On the l'2th ult., about 2 o'clock, P. M., 1 was suramoned in liaste to 
attend the child ofCoL G., whom the iiiessen<;er said was in convulsions, 
if not in a dying state. In a few moments I was there, and found the 
patient in a very convulsed condition ; the head of enonnous size ; every 
fiMtseuIar fibre rigidly tense ; the eyes glared, and had a strained obliquity 
to the right side ; the extremities twitched past restraint ; the face livid ; 
the breatliing irregular and attended witli a suffocative rattle ; the pulse 
lapid and small ; feet cold, and, in fine, the whole aspect of the case 
presented a most unpromising and distressing picture. 

I soon learnt the child had been hydrocephalic from early infancy; 
hence the extraordinary size of the liead, whirli was tu tMity-four Inches 
in circumference, and sixteen and a half from ear to ear over the 
crown. The fontanelles are cIoseH, and li;iv(; been for two years. Her 
riirht arm and \e<r nre short«'r and .smaller than their fellows. The de- 
velopment of her iK)i) \ is not equal to her age. Slie st»e»ns sensible and 
clieerful, and has a iair memor)' for retentiveness, and llie. altaclnnent 
and solicitude of the parents are in proportion to her infirmities. She is 
unable to go alone, although in her 8di year. I was told that two years 
shice she bad an attack of convulsions^ which lasted three hours, from 
which she barely recovered ; and that ever since, upon fright or indi« 
geslion, she had been strongly threatened with a recurrence ; that late 
in the afternoon slie had attempted to raise herself to the sink for the 
purpose of washing her hands, as she had done sometimes before, and 
oy some means slipped and fell upon the floor, her head striking with 
considerable force, and she receiving the combined effect of concussion 
and alarm. There was some little ri^ridity of the muscles and tendency 
to spasms at the time, and also a tendency to sleep ; fmni which, how- 
ever, she was soon aroused, and, dinner being in readiness, she partook 
of it with her accustomed freedom. 

Ai)()iit half past 1 o'clock, P. M., she was observed to let the saliva 
fl*>u lioin her mouth Wiiliout restraint ; and when lier inolher anxiously 
inquired why she did not swallow \l, she replied tbnl she could sj)it it 
out, and immediately became uncoubcious, and the convulsions com- 
menced. 

I directed the warm foot>bath, and napkms saturated with cold water 
S|iplied to the head. The convuked state of tlte lower extreinitiea 
was such that the foot-bath could not be well applied, and I direoted 
that it should be removed, and the extremities enveloped with a hot 

blanket. I then mixed in eight teaspoonfuls of warm water, about 15 
. grains of ipecacuanha, to which I added half a drachm of tincture of 
camphoTi and attempted to get down a teaspoonful every few minutes^ 

and succeeded in getting most of it into the stomach ; and in the course 

of lialf an honr there were two acL^ of emesis, dislodging, I jud«^ed. most 
of the dinner the child had just taken. But tberr \x as no k luxation 
of the spasms, and no improvement in the condiuou ol lliu child. To 
be suro, the extrriiii[ies had become wann, but the face was more livid, 
the pulso \va^ quicker and siiialler, and colliquative perspiration was al- 
most streaniino: fix>m every pore. There the convulsed little creature 
waiS, locked ia^i lu a dcUaul, clonic spasm j unyicidiu^ to wiiai hud been 
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dou \ and now swallowing was impossible. What was to be done? 
ISothintf would avail soon. All were distressed around. I was piined 
at the prospect. Chloroform struck 1x17 mind; I directed two dnchms; 
it was procured at once ; 1 poured about half of it upon the coiner of 
a handkerchief, and applied it to the nose of the rigid and almost pube- 
less patient. The anesthetic fluid was presently inhaled into the mp, 
and in a few minutes the rigidity of Uie muscles began to relax ; but still 
they started, and the eyes fixedly stared. I poured the rest upon the 
handkerchief and applied ; the spasms yielded ; and in about filteeo 
minutes from the first inhalation of the chloroform, my patient wa«; in a 
quiet slumber : the pulse filling up and slackening its sprod ; iho lividiiy 
fading from thf» cotintenancp, thp colliquative sweat drying up, and we 
were all ivlicv^d of intense anxiety. 

I direc ted th(; child sliould not be disturbed, but allowed to slumber 
until shf- awokt' voluntarily. She slept six hours, and awoke as it no 
thini: had happened. 1 gave a few f^rains of hyd. cum creta, which 
w as followed in four hour§ with ol. licini. This operated well. The 
case was cured. 

1 can but say, that in my Judgment the success was mainly owifl| 
to the chloroform, and that I feel thankful for its discovery. And if it 
was admissible and safe in this case, with such a morbid condition of the 
brain, I can hardly conceive of a case of convulsions in whk;h it wodd 
not be equally so. 



PINS AND NEEDLES IN THE HUMAN BODY 

[This subject happens to he a favorite topic ]ii«t now nmonir the rorrt'^* 
pondents of the Ix)ndoti l^ancet, as well as with our own. A writer, 
wiio sign- iiiiiiself A subscriber to the Ijaneet," says : — ] 

It is nu^v iuany years since a case occurred in which twenty, or per- 
haps thirty pins, were removed at different times from difiertMit par!5 
of the body and limbs of a servant girl. The history is as follows :— 
She was cu^a^^ed in banging out clothes, having, as is often the case 
with girb, her mouth full of pins. Some young female visiters in a frolie 
stole quietly behind her, and gave her a smart slap between the sbori- 
ders. The girl's head being raised and thrown back at the time, she 
gave a sudden start, and down went the pins. Her sufferings wne 
very great, and long-continued ; and she became subject to fits, thougb 
she hved many years, and eventually died in child-bed; having, bow- 
ever, in the interval, had successively pins extracted from her arms, leg^ 
and from the breasts. 

I will beg to mention, as concisely as I can, another curious caje, 
which, though not exnetly classable with the above, is in its way of 
some interest. A man, who had roniplained of nnensv sensations about 
the lower part of the bowels, found one day a portion of worsted thirad 
hanging down from the anus. On this being slightly drawn dr w a, soiii' 
pain and pricking sensations were felt, and, eventually, to shinien th? 
narrative, by a iiLtie mauipuialiou he was delivered of a large stocking 
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dtmingHieedle, louod which wts wound a portioa of wonted, with ooe 
end of it soroewbat loose, and which had protrodcd at the anus. Now, 

bad not this needle been coated, so to speak, with the worsted wound 
round it, the hulk of which prevented its puncturing and passing through 
the sides of the intestines, it may be assumed that it would have made 
its way to the skin — that being found impracticable, nature (if we may 
so speak) very kindly steered it throu2;h ilic entire tortuotts channel of 
the convolutions of the intestines till it arriveti at the exit. 

I will just say, that the man recollected havin^^ had his thront pnek- 
ed by something when eating \n> breakfast some time before, and iiis wife 
concluded that in makinii; the household bread, the needlo might have 
fallen from lier lianHkerchief into the dou^h." 

ij. H. Aveliii^, Ksq., Surgeon, Aberdeen, writes as follows: — ] 
t has long been an established principle in the practice of surgery, 
when needles have become imbedded in the living tissues, not to make 
liny exploratory incisions in search of them, but to wait until their pre- 
sence can be distinctly felt, either by the probe or by the 6nger of the 
surgeon. This expectant mode of treatment, while it was the most 
iudicious that could be adopted, so long as the exact situation of the foreign 
iwdy was indicated only by the vague and indefinite, tboui^h sufficiently 
painful and distressing sensations of the patient, may, I thiiik, beconstdera* 
biy curtailed in its duration ; and when the intruding body is at all near 
the surHirc. it can, I believe, be completely dispensed with, by the fol- 
lowing simple method : — A needle is to be magnetiz(»d by drawing a mni;- 
net alonjjj its surface about fifty limes ; it is then to he su^pendetl by a 
fibre of silk attached by a piece of sealini^ wax to the centre of the 
needle, so that neither the eye nor |>oint may dip more tliaii the other. 
Tliis suspended magnet should then be held over the suspected part, 
which should be shaved, if very liairy ; when this magnetic indicator 
anives over the part, the needle will dip and adhere to die skin, show- 
ing the exact point under which the body lies. 

In two cases in which thb mode of detectbn has been tried, the 
portion of needle sought Ibr has been discovered and extracted, one of 
the needles having remained imbedded for three months. 



THB BOSTON MBDICAL AiND SURGICAL JOUfiNAL. 

BOSTON. MARCH SC. IS61. 



EUITORIAL CORKKSPONDE.NCE. 

Grand Cairo^ Dec. 25, 1S50. — At tl:e cxpiraiion of two months, within 
a few days, I have <?nfi'ly rt tai;i< d to Cairo, the capital of Egypt, after 
having examined in lielail all thai is worthy of exnminntion, from one ex- 
tremity of the country to the other. It> teivipli s, toiab.s, tjiottops, sculp- 
lufed monuments, large and small, froiu llie Spliynx before the Pyramids 
of Geezeh, to the minutest reliefs on columns and walls; from the unique 
paintinffs in the sepulchral chambers of Beni Hassen, to the hieroglyphics 
on the lofty monoliths before the towers of Kamak» have been studiously 
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Tinticpd. A conlrart is now mndo with a sheik of the desert to take us to 
H^'brrni, nnd from llience the ititeiiiion is to proceed to Pelra, or, ifthowjiht 
be^^l, keep on lo Jerusalem, and after wards make the journey Irom lhal 
ciiy lo llie several pidces of hi^lorical itiieresl conleiiiplated in my iravcU 
in Asia Minor. Cairo is at this moment in a bustle of activity ; as work* 
men are every where engaged in elevating flags, ropes, frames, and inge- 
nious devices, for a grand ilhiniination in honor of the return of the mother 
of Abbas Pasha from her pili^riniage lo Mecca. She is forlunale in having 
been the mother of ihe vicero)', as she enjoys privileire? in consequence 
superior to all oilier females, and may become a Mussuhnan >nint. 

In the cour^e of in([uiries into the sanitary condition of Cairo, since I 
left it lo ascend the Nile, to my surprise it is ascertained that from the 
first of September a monthly bulletin has been Issued by the government, 
which gives the births and deaths for each month. This document i« sent 
to all the foreign consuls. From these reports the following items have 
been gathered. From the \<i to the lOih of September, there died, 56 
males, 71 ffjniales, and lt2() infants — total, 253. From the 11 th to ihe 
20lh, SS males. S3 females, and 116 infants — total, 287. From the 21st to 
the 30ih, o9 males, C5 females, and 100 infants — total, 224. From the 
llth to the 20th of October, 80 males, 87 females, and 121 infanta^tout, 
286. From the 21st to the 30th, 101 mates, 97 females, and 133 infants- 
total, 331. The births all the while show an increase of population. 
This is tlie first and only statistical publication in the country. It is i>e- 
linved that llu' exact populaiinn i.^ known, as well as the exact rc«onrces 
of the ditl'erent paealiks ; liui lliere is policy in not hnvioL'- !h»'so rn-itiers 
known to the people, and consequently a census in not tal%en pubiicly. 

Dee. 26fA. — I have been in Egypt since the first daf of November, and 
there has not been a storm of any kind. Christmas night the miisqniioes 
were quite troublesome. This day I visited the site of the ancient city of 
Memphis, where Plato studied three years under the learned priests of that 
period. There is not now a single edifice where there wa.s once a den*e 
population; no, not even a mud hovel. For two miles in one direction, 
by nearly one in the other, there is a necropolis, probably uncfjnalled lor 
the number of human bodies that lie there. There are thousands of mum- 
my pits — Wholes six and ei^ht feet .square, stoned on the side, of unknown 
depths, which appear originally to have been quite filled with mummies. 
A troop of ragged Arabs are perpetually digging for new pits, which they 
have the sagacity to find, under 10, 20, and 30 feel of sand, which has 
drifted ovnr them. Thev are in search of treasnre^ — such as rirtirs, > race- 
lets, 'i'liey rifle the hodifs, when dniLrixed to the surface, of whatever 

they consider marketable, and liien leave ihem on the top of the ground. 
Such quantities of human bones are rarely seen ; and a new interest 
attaches to them when it is considered that every one of them may have 
been buried a thousand years before Moses wrote the history of the crea- 
tion. A phrenological cabinet of rare specimens might be collected within 
the spaf'o of a few square rods, and nothing: he fnis«?fd from the neii;hbor- 
hond. Tlie head of a younoT female, hearinLT a rich covering' of chesnut 
colored hair, in full ringlets, just torn from the trunk, was otiered for a 
trifle. 

Memphis — now called Metrehenny—-|p resents strong claims upon the 
time and patience of the archsBologist. There are specimens of sculpture 
buried there, of surpassing interest from their age, hardly inferior to iho9e 
of Nineveh, which I have viewed with no ordinary feelings. Two bean- 
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tiful sphinxes, the size of fully grown lions, have been drawn out of a deep 
hole by the Arabs. I ahoald Save fejoiead in purebaaing ibem for the 
Boston AthenBam, if pooible. A gentleman informed me that the paoba 

had presented them to Baron Rothschild. Eren if I could have bargained 

for them witli ihe wild fellows who dug them up, they could not have been 
carried out of ihr ronntrv, ?is an officer searches al! ^oats and bat'C'rige 
siisportod of comaininsf iiui h | nilies, tho exportation of which is: now 
strictly forbidden. These unique productions were from the hand of a 
master, and taken at a depth of at least 3o feet below the base of the 
largest pyramid at Sakkara, and not far from 900 feet west of it. The 
whole region is cut up into frightfully deep wells for holding mummiea— 
some having been ascertained to be 75 feet deep. All that now remains 
of Memphis, bv whirh to iflentify it, is a statue of Rhameses 2d, believed 
to have been sixty feet high. The portion that reinairis may be 30 feet. 
The figure lies on the face, in a mud hole, six feet below the comtnon land 
level. Tlie left arm, from the shut fingera to the shoulder, is apparently 
12 feet, On my return, I passed a gay wedding — a veiled bride, going to 
the house of her husband, whom she bad never seen, seated upon a led 
while boFSe, followed by a group of envious females. Soon after, I over- 
took a party of prisoners, tied together with cords and strongly guarded, 
bound to Cairo, to be f[(y'j'j*-i\ for not paying their tnxe?. Here poverty is 
a crime ; yet capital punisiiinent does not exist in Ei:ypl. I am positively 
asikured that such a thing as taking the life of an otft iider against the laws, 
b now unknown iu this country. Criminals, whose lives were formerly 
tsken in expiation of their oflfences, are now sent to the gold mines, near 
the White Nile, where they remain, while they live, in an awful place of 
labor, from whence they never can escape. Generally, they die in about 
a year. 

Dr. H'^nry Abbott, of Cairo, before referred to — an eminent Eiir^^lish 
physician, vviio has been a resident of EL'^ypl eighlten vcars — intendii visit- 
ing the United Slates early the coming season, with extraordinary col- 
lection of Egyptian antiquities, with the view to their exhibition in tho 
principal cities of the Union. Having been in and on the places where 
rnriny of them were found, and leisurely inspected some of the most rare and 
valuable articles in the cabinet, I ran speak with a degree of confidence in 
regard to the whole, as valuable a?)d unequalled. Among them are a 
necklace of £rold that belonged lo Menes, the first kinj^ of Egypt, and the 
signet ring of Cheops, the builder of the great pyramid of Geezeh. These 
would be rare curiosities in America. Dr. Abbott has furnished me with 
important medical fiicts, which are to be published as opportunity ofiers 
hereafter. In regard to the plague, bis opinion of its n on •contagious 
character agrees with that of Clot Bey. Dr. Abbott visits plague patients 
as he does those afiected by other diseases, without fear, and without any 
precautions. 

Coffee arid its Adulterations. — In our last number we spoke of the adulte- 
rations of arrow root. Although the samples examined contained nothing 
deleterious in the substances used for adulteration, nevertheless fraud was 
committed, and the perpetrators should be exposed. 

Perhaps no ro'mnodity which is consumed by the public is more liable 
10 be aduUerated lii an rofn>f', wlu n it is burned and ground, and as found 
in the shf ps for sal Tiie substances, as in arrow root, which are used in 
the adulicTuLiun of coflee, may not of themselves be injurious, but the 
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practice coming within the category of frauds in articles of genenl con* 
fluroption, jusily merits our attention. Ckicorif is exteaairely cultivated 
for the purpose, and enters Urgely into the composition of cofiee. Corn, 
peas, beans, potato flour and rye, c^esnuts, acorns, &e>» are more com- 

monly u?cd ; and to {yive the rniTc^} n rich high color, ?u£rar is btirned with 
these substances. Out of thirty-lour samples submitted to the London 
commission for examination, thirty-one were ndu I in rated ; ycl they were 
all oflfered for sule as pure cojfee^ though of dilierent qualities. The only 
protection from imposition with regard to this article, is to purchase the 
raw, or tinburned, and prepare it ourselves. 
In our next number we shall give pepper and its adulterations. 



Loss of Health and Life in crossing the htJnnus of Panai /a — Since the 
acquisition of California by the United States, and its discovered mineral 
resources, thousands of individuals have migrated there in pursuit of trea- 
sure, or for a permanent settlement. In the early part of the excitement 
attendant upon the discovery of the gold mines in those regions, the ad- 
venturers had either to cross the vast prairies and wilds, or to go round 
the continent in sailing vessels. In both cases the journey was not only 
perilous to life, hut orriipied much time in its nrromplishmont. Soon after, 
it was thom^^hi pracii 'iifiie to cross the Isthmus of Panama by the way 
of Chagres, Cruces, or Gorp^ona. Although much time was saved by this 
new route, yet it has been found more dangerous to the health and life (rf 
the voyager, than a passage round Cape Horn. Very few emigrants, so 
far as we can learn, have escaped a sickness contracted by this pestilential 
passage. With such facts, which are well established, it becomes highly 
necessary to have some other route, by which the traveller to California 
may c^et rid of the infertiou* miasm that exists on the Isthmus of Panama. 
Strong appeals have been made to the general government for a charier lo 
build a railroad from St. Louis to San Francisco; yet very little atieniioti 
has been paid by Congress to the prayer of the petitioners. That the olh 
ject is not only desirable, but feasible, cannot be doubted. Men possess- 
ing the confidence of the community for their worth and enterprise, have 
ofiered to build the road, with the aid to a certain extent of the govere* 
ment, in the siiort space of four years ^ yet their o0er has not been accepted. 
It has often heon asked, what is the lalne of health and life? No one has 
yet been found who could compute it by dollars and cents. Now in vievr 
of the value that every one sets upon his own health and life, should the 
government be influenced to lend its aid in favor of one of the greatest and 
most salutary undertakings of the day. It is not our purpose to discuss 
the policy of governmental interference in thi< matter, or the great question 
of constitutionality, our .lournnl would not he the proper medium, if we 
were so disposed ; but wliere the health and lives of individuals are in 
question, it is our peculiar provinrc to speak on the subject. It may safely 
be computed that liOOO per&oni have lost their lives in going to California 
by the Cape Horn and Isthrons routes — a number sufficient to have con- 
tributed largely towards building a railroad across the plains. Travellers 
who have crossed the Isthmus of Panama agree that it is a gauntleit which 
they never wish to pass through again ; that it is the very place where 
fevers, cholera, fee. cr\n p?culiarly claim their origin. There can be no 
iioubl that it is among the very worst of unheahhy places. It is in view 
Nl[ such facts, that we arc prompted to express ourselves in favor of another 



Digitized by Google 



Medical Jniclligence. 165 

and mum hcaltliy route, such a one as bas been proposed by Mr. P. P. F. 
Degrand, and atrongly advocated by Mr. Plumbe and other distinguished 
aod enterprising citizens of the United States. 



Meeting of thf Apnfhecftrie^ of Bosfon. — Being prosont at the meeting" 
of ihe apolhecario.s of this city, last wccic, we were much pleased with 
the manner in wliich their deliberations w(?re conducted. There seemed 
lo be the proper spirit exhibited, and we have no doubt the greaiebt good 
will follow their organization. All that is wanted now to coronlete their 
oodertaking, is a charter from the Legislature, which, we believe, it is 
the intention to apply for at the present session. It is hoped that before 
many months, the apothecaries of this city will have the same facilities 
afforded them, and their apprentices, that their brethren of Philadelphia 
at)d New York have. It alibrds ns much pleasure lo lind that our sug- 
gLi»iioas respecting a college? of pharmacy have been so cheer(ully le- 
sponded to by the apothecaries of this city. We felt that there was need 
of such an institution ; one that would elevate the standard of pharmaceuti- 
cal science among us. There can be quackery and empiricism among 
apothecarie^i, as well as among the practitioners of medicine, and it is 
our desire to see both departments completely purged of anything that 
iooks like either. 



S^'s Operative Surgery. — Blanchard 6c L^a, Philadelphia, have re- 
published the excellent book of Mr. Skey on operative surgery. It is a 

practical treatise, and written in a style that at once makes one familiar 
with the author\s views respectingf the art which he endeavors to teach. 
Th' re IS much matter in it tfial is entirely original with the author ; and 
that which is boriowed, is su arranrred that the suljert i« clear and com- 
prehensible, lu an index, for the purpose, may be lound a ii^-l of instru- 
ments and apparatus required for special operations, which is very conve- 
nient in a work on operative surgery. The only thing we can find any 
fault with, is the bad execution of some of the wood cuts. It would be 
\\x\ie as well not to illustrate the subject of the text at all, unless it could 
be done in a manner worthy of it. In the copy before us, many of the 
)Iatef5 are quite unintelligible. Ticknor &c Co., Washington street, are the 
;)ubli2>hers in this city. 



The Claims of Medical Men. — A discourse occasioned by the death of 
)r. Joseph Tnrrey, delivered in Beverly, by I\ev. Gcorfire T. Dole, is most 
>eantifully written, and characterized by a proper sentiment. The physi- 
ian'.s services and worth arc faithfully appreciated hy the writer, showing 
hut he perfectly understands the hardiihips to whicii the physician i^i »ub* 
ected. As we mentioned on a previous occasion, the reverend clergy are 
:Ot apt to pay a due tribute of respect to physicians. When such are 
9und, therefore, who appreciate their services, and in such a public manner 
eclare in their iavor, it certainly softens our feelings towards them as a 
ody. In speaking of the claims of medical men on the esteem anil p^rati- 
jde of the community, the author says, " Few, if any, private or j)iiblic 
len have higher claims on the gratitude and aOection of tiior^e whom they 
3rve, than the well-quali6cd and faithful physician." 
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Cang^tHwe Fever at the South. — A trattiee om eoDgestiie ferer, bein^ 
a paper read before the Medical Society of Montgomery, in Alabama, by 
S. Ames, M.D., a p:irnplilet of 63 patres, h wriuen with much care, and 
treats in detail of thai "pernicious" jevtr of s-ouihcrn climate*, which 
those in more northern laiiiudes are nearly exempt from. VV^e should infer, 
from Dr. Ameses paper, tliat it was quite as fatal ia its effects as cholera, 
many of the symptoms of which it simulates. We are much obliged to 
Dr. Ames for the copy sent us, and shall take pleasure in giving it a moie 
thorough perusal. 



Masioehusetts General Hoepitai, — The annual report* of the sef«rsl 
officers of the Massachusetts Genera] Hospital as presented to the corpo- 
ration, have been received. It appears that there have been admitted to 
the Allen Street Hospital, during \he pn«t yonr, 716 pitionts, of whom 
442 were males and 301 f'Tmfes. Of this number, 363 were di«charirei 
well, 200 relieved, 49 were not treated, 36 not relieved, and 76 died. 
Ninety -six case? of accidents were received during the vear. 

The number of pntiema admitted and under treatment at the McLean 
Asylum for the Insane, located at Sonierville, was 357, 175 of whom were 
males arxl IS2 were females; IS7 of this number were discharged, 76 oC 

whom had porfr-cilv rernvor^'d. 

The death of the laie Dr. Fisher, on-^ of ihc phys'irians of ihe Allen 
Street Hojspital, is feeliiiLHy alluded to m tiie repori of ilu? iru:iiees. Wi'h 
the exception of the resignation of Dr. Molmes and the appointment of Dr. 
Perry, the Hospital staff remains the same, and we feel qnite confident that 
a better one does not exist in any hospital in the United States. Dr. Bell, 
the able superintendent of the insane department, in his excellent report, 
recommends that no more than the present number (200) of patients erer 
be admitted at ono time, as "the entire concurrent voice of all exporiejjc^d 
persons in Europ':', and at home, has pronounced earnestly against ibe 
accumulation of larg^c numbers of the insane in single institutions.*' 



Anatomical Dissections in the Slate of JS^ew York — The followinrr Act 
was lately introduced into the New Vork legislature by Dr. Tuthiil, oi 
Suffolk, and will probably become a law of the Slate. It is copied, nearly 
verbatim, from the act, in our own State laws, relating to the practice i 
physic and surgery. 

"Section 1. Any physician or surgeon duly qualified according to the 
law of ihi.s state, or nny medical student, under the authority of -any such 
physician, may have in his possession, htiman bodies, or parts thereof, for 
the purposoii of anatomical impiiry or insirurtion. 

" 2. Either of the following board of otiicerf, to wii, the overseers 
the poor of any town of this state, and the commissioners of health, the 
city inspector, or the mayor and aldermen of any city of this state, maj 
surrender the dead bodies of such persons, as are required to be buried al 
the public expense, to any regular physician, duly qualified according to 
law, to ho liy him used for the advancement of anatomical science ; proter- 
enrc heirirf always piven to the medical schools, by law established m ikii 
state, for their use in the instruction ol medical siudenl^i. 

3. No such dead body shall in any case be surrendered, if the de> 
ceased person, during his last sickness, requested to be buried, or if, withis 
twenty*four hours after his death, any person claiming to be of kindied sr 
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a friend to the deceased, and mitisrying the proper board thereof, shall re- 
quire to have the body buried, or if such deceased person was a stronger, 
or trav. 11» r, who suiidt nly died before making himself known; but the 
dead body shall in all such rn^rs be buried. 

** ^ i. Every physician sli.ill, before receiving- such dnnd body, give to 
lb»^ board of ofli<*prs FurrcMidfriDU the snnio lo him. n MifTirioiit bond lhat 
earb body, so by him received, 5?ball be used only (or ihe proiuotioii ofrin- 
atnniical science or instruclion, and lhal it shall be used for such pui j)ose 
within this state only, and so as in no event to outrage the public feeling.*' 



Northern Dispensary^ Ntw York. — From the Annual Keporl of the 
Trustees of the Northern Dispensary of the city of New York, to the Le* 
gtslature of the Slate, we lenrn ihai-^ 

During the year JS50, iheir dispensary has fumislied medical attend- 
ance and medicine fo 19,1)47 individuals as recipients o( their institution, 
of u'hotn 8,090 were attended at llieir du c lliiitr?^. and 10,957 were aMPtidrd 
at the difp*^n?ary. Of these individuals, 6.1 ID were l>orn in the Utiili'd 
Stales, l:^.6bJ lu Ireland, 480 in England, 317 in Siotiand, 2:31 in Gcmiu- 
ny» J 49 in other countriea. 615 of the above*mentioned individuabs were 
also vaccinated.*' 



Suffolk District Medical Society. — On Friday next, 38th instant, at 7^ 
oVIo'k, P. M. (Masofiir Templr), Dr. Samnol ParktT»nn will dolivrr ilia 
annual address before the Sutiolk I)i>iriri Mrdiiai Sov-icty. Medical stu- 
dents and gentlemen interested ia ainiicul mailer^ arc invued lobe present. 

The meeting for medical improvement, will be held at their rooms. Ma- 
sonic Temple, on Saturday evening next, 29th inst., at 7 oVIock. 

The annual meeting for the choice of officers, and to elect five Cen< 
sons, and also Counsellors for the Muftsachoseits Medical Society for the 
siibr«f>quent year," will be held on Wednesday, April 2d, at half past 3 
o'clock. P. M. 



Health of New Orleans. — It is once more our good fortune to announce 
a continuance of excellent public health. During the months of January 
and February, the city has been exempt from mo.n of our usual winter dis- 
eases, save a few cases of pneumonia, measles, pleurisy, and a few spora- 
iltc attacks of variola. But tb'^sc have rather been exceptions, especially 
in private practice. — Aeio Orkans Medical and tiurgical Journal, 



T*« CuRRKsro%i>c^TS. — r«ipcr<i Itave been received from Ur«. Edward Warrcu aud IJirom 
Alien, and will ImTe an eariy imenion. 



MAKKiKti,— lo PorUiuoulb* N. H., Dr. W. A. Mack, of Cbicbevtcr, N. U., to Mrs. £Uc« S. 
Nayl«r, of Porummitb. 

l>i» i>^Ai San Fiauruco, Feb. i). Dr. James 8waa, of Springfield, agad ia yaart. 



iffftth* im llf#tM»f— for th^ week aNiliiic t^atordny noon, March tS, 69.— Malet , 38— ffMiinle!*, 31. 

A roidciiial, 2-t lisoa^c of the Ik ui I^, I — t iniirh t:s, I — roiiMimjitinn, 17 — rniin r. I — ranker, 2— 
croup, 2 — tJHiililv, I — (UKiik r^, i — ilrop-y ol ilie lira-n, 4 — crysiiwhis, 1 — ii^ uluiii lever, 3— ly- 
ptt€i'fl f«»ver, 2— »i-iulrl fever, 2~luii|f lover, I — honpiiip rough, I — lli^e.T•«e of the heart, 2 — itifanlilc, 
' — iiirtammaiinii of ihc Imij^x, I — coiin-csiiuit of ihn liuig*, 1— nie>i«leit, 8— old age, S— palsy, 
plf-ijri-iy, I — pier|>er;i|, 1 — Mt»all;n>x. I — sraM, I. 

lJu'ier -3 vfri*, '28— t>elwccH 5 am' JO yrnr> 'J — helwceii 20 aiwl 10 yrars, 16 — between 40SBd 
GO ircar«. 1 1— o%-er 60 yenn, 6. Amcrirniis. 35 i foreigoers and cbUdrcjj of foreignrn, ^ 

Tbe above iuchidat 8 deailu at tbe City Inaliluiioiia. 
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Mnsnachusctts College of Pharmnnj. — The annual meelingf of the Mas^i- 
chusetls College of Phnrmary, for ihe choice of ofEcers, was holJen nl ihe 
Trernont Hoiif^e, Boston, on Wednfsday, thn 19lh inst. A nurnhcr of n- u' 
members were admiut d, and ihu rollow nig geollenicn were chosen ihe oiii- 
cers for the ensuing year. 

Thomas Farrington« President; Joseph Burnett, Vtce President ; Henry 
Ware Lincohi, Secretary; Samuel N. Brewer, IVeawer; Joseph Kidder, 
Auditor; William A. Brewer, Cor rt^^pon ding Secretary; William Browo, 
Henry D. Fowle, Andrew G( yer, Ashel Boydcn. Trifsfees. 

The fol!n\vinj»' gentlemen were choi*en a comiinilce lo consider what 
measures were neces.sary lo increase the usefulness of the college to its 
members and the public, and report at a future meeting: — Dr. George S. 
Jones, Joseph Burnett, S. M. Colcord, W. B. Little, 6. W. Parmenter. 
Subsequently the President and Secretary were added to the coramiilee. 

The meeting was well attended, and remarks were made by several of 
the mnmhcrs ; nnd an intcrf^t was exhibited which p'tinrantees continued 
strength to the insliiuiion, and its usefnlno.-s lo the cointnuniTv. 

V<)f<d, Thn' the proceedings ho piiMislied in the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Juuiuul. Per order, 

Hbhrt Ware Lincoln, See'ry. 



Alleged Uncertainty in Medicine, — Dr. Thompson, President of ibe 
New York Suite Medical Society, in an address at the lu^i annual meeting 
of the Society, thus compares the medical profession wiih the other pro* 
fessions in regard lo certainty in its results. 

'* When compared with the other professions, its character is vindicated, 
and it rises in our estimation, for il may he qticstioncd whether the results 
of its practice are any more doubiful than those of the law, whicli also has 
been stigmatized for its 'glorious unceriaintip^^.' In a subject like theoloc^j, 
which treats of man's eternal destiny, coiicui tcnce of opinion might be ex- 
pected. Its doctrines, however, find no more agreement amonff theolo- 
gians and polemical writers than do the accredited principles of medical 
srience among well-informed and cultivated medical men. In the acience 
of politics, in the laws which n gulate the commerce and mutual intercourse 
of nations, in the system*? and processes of agricnlture, in the arran^^-emenl 
of iciy, and it< ^-^ov* rnmenl by laws whose principles and modes of ac- 
tion sliall prove most successful in directing its interests and regulating iu 
business affairs, men difler widely in their judgments and the greatest dis- 
similarity of opinions prevails. Why, then, amid this discrepancy of judg- 
ments, and difference of opinions, should medicine be held up above all, 
conspicuous for its uncertainties, or for its lack of settled principles I " 



Rhode Island Medirol Socif fr/.—ln the list of deleirates to the next meet- 
ing of the Amort<*nn M'^di^^al Association, puMi^lv^] March 12th. the name 
of Dr. S. Aninistns Arnold appf^ars. Afier the appointrTienl had l»een 
made, Dr. Arnold declined, and Dr. Sylvanus Clapp was appointed in his 
place. 

Meeting of the A>Nerican Medical Association. — The Editors* of the 
Charleston Medical Journal and Review will see, by the number of this 
Journal for Marrii oih, tliat tlie error copied from them was corrected pre- 
vious to the receipt of their request. 
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CASGS OF ERYSIPELATOUS INFLA.VBl ATION. 

BY KOWARO WARRIbN, M.P. 

lO0mmawl<!«i«d flir Bwion MMlfcid and Swtical Jmmml.] 

In Januaiy, 1847, 1 commimicated for the Boston Medical and Suigbal 
Journal, a severe case of erysipelatous or cetltilar inflaromation com- 
mencing in one 6iiger, extending to the hand and nnn, and attended witb 
constitutional symptoms which proved obstinate and dani^'crous. 

I stated that having constantly dressed the patient's hand, I contracted 
sores of a similar nature. These continued diiring the whole course of 
the patient's protrartod ilhicss, and gave me ample opportunitv to experi- 
ment in niy own person upon everv vnriotv of treatment. Since that 
time, I liave met with many sponiHir rases of greater or less severity. 

Sydenham compnrerl tlic pain of erysipelas to lli<* stinq^ini^ of bees. 
The cases I speak of, commence in a minute point, and are ofien at first 
attrihuted to the stinging of nn insect, or, in females, to the prick of a 
fine needle. The attention is first called to the part by a slinging pain, 
Md dien a minute, almost invisible, point is observed. This point be- 
comes surrounded by a scarlet elevation, and if punctured a mmate ulcer 
appears, resembling a hole made in wax by the bead of a pin. The 
pain increases, and soon becomes intolerable, especially at nignt, striking 
in, as it were, to the hone, and extending up the arm. The pain is so 
severe as to deprive the patient of sleep : and if he is able to keep about 
in tbo day, he is obliged to hold his hand with the finger pointing up- 
ward. If he allows it to hang down, the pain extends up the arm, pro- 
ducing nausea and fainting. 

In my own case, I found that mercurial ointment, nitrate of silver, 
and every otlier fippHcntion, n2;crJ"nvfifeH t!ie disease, with tlie exception 
of a simple br> nd and milk poultice, which it was necessary to continue 
durin" the whole course of cure. 

O 

In most of my patients the inflammation was confined to the part first 
attacked, forming an ah'-ce'^s slow of lieulincr and healino" in concentric 
circles. K avinij the skin rou'^li, and the subjacent parts lender for a long 
time. 1 proposci to relate one or two cases, which were to rac of pecu- 
liar interest, though perhaps they may not be so to others. 

P«)b. 13th, 18— , about 9, P. M., I w.is ret^uested to visit Mrs. , 
a lady of advanced age, but vigoi-ous constitution. She had felt a pain 
9 
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in her finger some days previous, which she attributed to the prick of a 
needle. From lijis point the infl;iiiiiii;ition extended, had covered the 
hand, and was proceeding up the ami. There was severe pain in the 
finger. She had rapid pulse, coated tongue, nausea, pain in the hack, 
in short all the marks of high raflammatory fever. I prescribed a p'dl 
of two groins of calomel, half a grain of opium, and one thiid of a grain 
ot an&nony ; cold lotioiis to die hand and vaa, and a dose of Eptoca 
salts early in the morning. 

The next moming, Feh. 1 4th, I found that she had rested quietly^ and 
thd febrile symptoms har! entirely abated. It is piobable that nervous 
excitement had increased the symptoms, which subsided upon nelief of 
(he pain. Finding that a disposition still existed in the disease to extend 
lip the arm, I applied nitrate of silver to the inflamed part, and over 
about nn inch of tlie sound skin ; mercurial ointment to the finf^er, and 
a bread and milk poultice over the ointment. 1 also prescribed tr. sul- 
pha t. quinin. fifteen drops three times a-dav. 

• The disease was now arrested. It extended no further, and the in- 
flammntiou bet^an to subside, retreating, and finally taking up its quarters 
in the finger first aflfecled. i^'or a day or two, severe pani was felt in 
the cauterized pari, but after this she was free from suffering. On ilie 
9tli of March, I discontinued my visits, die patient being well with the 
exception of the finger, which continued to suppurate and was partially 
stiff at the joint 

The most remarkable feature in this case, was the rapidity with which 
the constitutional symptoms disappeared* The nitrate of stlfer was 
perfectly successful in limiting the extent of the inflamniation. It does 
not appear whether the mercurial ointment was beneficial or not. I 4a 
not tiiink that it w as. With regard to poulticing, tbere is nothing mora 
sootliing or attended with better results. There is a pt^vailinf DotioQ* 
and one even laid down in surgical books, that cold applications are always 
necessary to promote resolution, antl that warm poultices bring on sup- 
puration. It is, however, a fact, w inch 1 formerly heard noticed by Dr. 
James Jackson, in his clinical lectures, that a pouluce will favor whatever 
action tlie parts are disposed to lake on. Applied very early, a warm 
poultice will promote resolution ; a little later, it favors suppuration. In 
either case, it is attended with great relief of the pain. 

Only one otlier serious case in tlie neighborhood, came within luy 
knowledge at this time. This commenced on the S5tk of January, 
about three weeks previous to the case just recordedi and Jn a dififeient 
part of the village. X relate it here, in consequence of its oceuning at 
the time, though of a veiy dififerent character. One or two cases of ty-> 
phoid, and reputed ship levers, were prevailing about the time. 

Jan. 25th. — A little giri, about 4 years of age, and previous good 
health, was suddenly attacked in the nuNning with vomiting. When I 
saw her, there was great heat of the surface, rapid pulse, lassitude, «iid 
otlier symptoms of fever. I prescribed an emetic, to be given imme- 
diately. In less than ten minutes after, 1 was sent for, and infonued tliat 
she appeared to be dying. 1 found tlint, nftrr taking the dose ot ijtccac, 
she had been seized with spasms, rigiduy of (be body, rolling of the eyes. 
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and dilatation of the pupils, i directed a warm bath and sinapisms, and 
adiuinistered fresh doses of the emetic, until they operated. She was 
very speedily relieved, the rigidity subsided, and tlieic was no return of 
the paroxysm. She reiuaineii quiet the remainder of tlie day and night. 

SBotli*— Pulse rapid but small, entire lassitude, skin pale. Her moUier 
now infomis me tiiat she has ibuod some inflamniatioQ about the ?ulva, 
which she attiibotes to having negleeled to wash yesterday with cold 
water, 4he most scnipulous attentloii hairiog always been paid to deti^ 
liness. 

27tb.<— Appears much as yesteiday* I was now requested for the 
fiist time to look at the inflamed part, which had increased and become 
irritable, so that the mother was obliged to abandon the attempt to wash 
it. I found a dark red rash or blush extending irreiinlnrly from the vulva 
and sprending over the hips. I rnconuneoded merely tbe application of 
flour, and Dover's powders internally. 

28th.— rThis morning I found lin' jiart less irritable, and the fever le^s. 
Appeared brighter than the day Itelme. At noon, however, she became 
worse. There was o( ciisionally some slight muttering' and partial de- 
lirium. In the evening i lound her crying out as with sharf) pain. The 
pulse was feeble, there was considerable apparent prostration and great rt^t- 
lessness. The delirium increased so much that 1 was called to iier in the 
aighl. I Ibnnd the symptoms worse. She had slept none, the restless* 
«eis had inoraaBed, and she was tossing in the bed, talking constantlj and 
ineohereotly. The extremities were cold, and the pulse that of low ty* 
phoid fever. I gave her a teaspoonful of wine, and of nitrous etliert 
every two hours, alternately* I had previously directed cold applicatkms 
to the head, which were continued. The wine and nitre acted benefi- 
cieJly, and had a sedative efiect ; she became calm, and the skin of mora 
equal temperature. 

29th. — She is now quiet. Pulse small, rapid, compressible. Drowsy, 

30th. — Lies very still ; drowsiness continues. Cao be foused without 
diftjculty, but immediately relapses. 

31st. — The inflammation has suddenly leaped to tlie lace. There is 
swelling and a small red patrh upon the end of the nose. It has left the 
labix, but still remains U[k>ii the iiij>s, and has extended down one leg. 
There has been no pain or itching since the 2dth. I now omitted the 
wine, and substituted tr. sulphat. quioin. 

Feb. Ist.— -The redness has entended over the nose, and there is a 
lar^e patch of inflammation upon each side. Being eostive, I prescribed 
a me of cafemel and ihnbaiik 

9d.-^Tbe mediome operated four or 6ve tiroes. This morning she a^ 
pears brighter. The tip of the iim% is now free from inflammation, 
which is extending up upon the forehead. 

8d.«-<-The redness and swelling continue to extend upward and bad^' 
ward upon the head. The whole lower part of the body is now covered 
with a light rose blush. The left foot has become slightly swollen. 
Tliere is sordes ujX)n the teeth. I applied mercurial ointment to the r(X)t. * 

4tfi. — The eyelids are now muf li swollen. The nose is getting liee 
firoin tbe nisb. She still sleeps the most of tbe tune. 
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' 7lh. — She has coniluued nearly the same up to this time, drowsj 
and half consdoiis, but capable of being roused wkbout difficulty. Doct 
not antirer qiiesdons. This motnieg appeals bettor. Fube niUer ind 
\m quick. Skm of good temperature. Disoontinne the quinhie. 

About «l, P. M., a sudden alteratbn took place. She begau to cir 
out, the eyes were loUed upwaidst and the pupUs very mucti dilaledL 
The pulse was now full, stiODg and rapid. Great heat of the whole su^ 
fiice of the body* 

Up to this iiine there seemed to be some little desree of uncertaiotj 
with regard to the disease. The symptoms were, as 1 have stated them, 
more those of typhoid fever than of inflammation, whh the single ex- 
cepiion of the absence of rose '^pois. There was tympanitis of the ab- 
domrii, tiirouirh nearly the w hole course of tlie disease, although the 
bowels were kept sufficiently iree. There was at first no tendency to 
affeet the cellular nieinbrane. The inflamnialioii was unattended w ith 
swelling until ii readied the forehead about the 1 0th day^ It was 
merely a rash or (lush upon ihe surface of die skin, and exteDdetl so 
slowly that my attention was not called to it until the third day. It wiU 
also be observed that it was attended with comparatively little local pain 
or irritstkio. 

On the 8th, I Ibund her a little better, but the eyes remaining unna- 
lural, and the case contintiin^ critical ; 1 requested consultatkm with Dr. 
HosDier, of Watertown. His prognosis was favorable, and we agreed 
upon the application of leeches to the liead, still continuing the cold wa- 
ter to the same part. The other remedies consisted simply of Dover's 
powder, spt. Mindereri, &&c. 

On the momini; of the 9ih T found her better. The leeches seemed 
to have a beneficial effect, nnd the eyes assumed a more nntiiml appear- 
ance. The inflan)inalion iiad now left tlie head nrni faded upon the 
body, but upon the ri«,dit thigh it had become more deep-seated, and 
had affected tiie cellular membrane. The left foot renjalned swollen and 
painful. Upon this part I continued the applic aiion of the mercuiial 
ointment. Since the alteration, or re-aclioii, if ii miiiht be called so, 
the disease had assumed the decided form of a local disease with c<mi- 
stitutkmal symptoms: in other words, of erysipelatous or cellular inflam- 
matXHU Thencelbrth, the progress was slow but favomhle, though, every 
now and then, giving some threats of lighting up anew. In the foot, it 
remained neariy statranary, occaskmally evincing signs of poindng, which 
would again disappear. 

Shortly after this, the left knee became suddenly swollen, red and 
very painful. I immediately painted it over with solid nitrate of silver. 
The application was shortly succeeded by intense pain, wliich subsided 
and returned at intervals for s^^veral days. The inflammation did not 
extend upon the knee, but tin' '^longh formed by the nitrate became 
more and more elevated, and in the short space of four days was 
ready to separate, and a new skin appeared beneath, perfectly free from 
disease. 

The affection in the foot now increased, pointed, and was opened by 
a laoceU 1 kept it |K>uItjced a few days, and it healed up. The dix>w- 
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siness and unnatural apponrnncc al^oiit ilic eyes went ofT slowly, so that for 
some time after the coiii^ultaliou, ihe parents felt a dread of dropsy of tlio 
brau). i'htiSti symptoms disappeared, but she liad now lost the poweir 
of walking, and was unwililni^ to make any attempt to bear her weight 
upon her feet. Her bodily health, however, was good, and singularly 
cnouj^h, from the lime of the cliange which took place Feb. 7th, she 
liad appeared to be guiiiinL' flcoh and strength, evtui while lying nearly 
motiouless, and at times sufiering much pain ; so that she liad not now 
the appeaniDce of a peison who had been sick. She was prevailed 
upon gradually to put hex feet Ui the ground, but the 6fst eflbrts she 
made to walk were awkward and ludicrous. She gained steadily, though 
sbarly, and soon became possessed of vigorous health. My last viiiit was 
made upon the 9di of March. 

Upon reading the precedini^ case, some medical men would say that, 
upon the discovery of the local aftection, mercurials should nt once- 
bave been resorted to, and would have cut short the disease. Others^ 
that the nitrate of silver would have cheeked its course and limited its 
duntion. Others would prefiT a preparation of iodine, whilst others 
would have advised more recently-discovered remedies. Many, on tlio 
coatrary, would say iliat erysipelas was self-limited, and must be allowed 
to run its own course. 

The answer is simply that a constitmional afTection must be treated 
as such. If it assumes the forni ol lyphold fever, as such it should be 
treated, despite of age or of an attendant local affection ; unless, indeed, 
the local afiection assumes the pi eponderance. The application of meiw 
ourial ointment over any extent of surface is probably more objectiona- 
ble in childfen than in adults, though it may not produce salivation. Ni- 
trate of silver often produces great pain, and at any rate it is considered 
aMwerable for whatever pain is subsequently felt. A similar objection 
may be made to iodine. Nor, where there is much constitutional affec- 
tion, can we expect much benefit from topical applications. It is, tliere- 
fore, i>e8t to employ only such as are of the most soothing charact^. 
Wlien the constittitlonal affection b checked, we may then with advan- 
tage resort to topical remedies. 

1 have ^liven this case in detail, because T have rar* Iv met with a 
sinjilar one. In disprnsary practice in Boston, cases ol inrtannnatlon of 
the female genital oi ^ ais in children are common, and sometimes take 
tlie erysipelatous form. These are easily accounit-d for by net;lect, 
fiUli. ajid iiiipiopcr ueaiment. They yield readily to proper care and 
citaidiness. But, in the case recorded, the parents were of the higher 
class, and cleanliness had been carried to the greatest extent. 

la a dissertatkm in 1838, 1 reported a severe case of erysipelatous 
Inflammation of the genital organs, occurring in an elderly lady. lo 
this, the local affieciion produced intolerable suffering, and it was almo3^ 
equally impossible to make local applications, or to avoid it. A warn^ 
applk»tkin which gave relief at one time, it was necessary to abandon 
ior a cooling one ; then nothing cool could be borne, and it was hece%- 
aary to resume the warm one. The consiitutbnal disorder \v ns of course 
aevere^ but depended upon and ^^as in subjectbn to the local one. \ 
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ihnre no doubt that die early applicatioD of the nitmte, would htve beoi 
beneficial in this case, could she have been prevailed upon to submit to 
h. The afiectbn finally terminated in celhilar inflanunation of one 
fingear, the skin of which came off like the finger of a glove, 

T%e most frequent cases I met v^nth in iSjston, (ram 1880 to 1840, 
were those of the head. I geneially found my patient, at my fimt visit, 
with a face and whole head enormously swollen, unable to see, andsu^ 
fering from intense pain. The constitutional symptoms were severB. 
These cases generally yielded to antiphlogistic treatment, salts, Stc, aod 
lotions of Colot;nc or spirits. They wore sndden in their apperiranre, 
and of short duration. Cases of a different character, i^enernlly tran- 
iiuKir, occasionally appeared In the Massachusell^^ Hospitiil. in France, 
the liospllals then were, and ]in)l)al)ly are now, seldom tree Irom it, which 
adds much to the mortality of the patients. 

I will hriefly describe one more case. A severe one of the kind I 
first mentioned, which is most frequent here, and siuiilar to diose which, 
as I stated, I had opportunity to observe on my own person. 

A young man of about 16, applied to me in the latter part Nth 
vember. A swelling had occurred upon the under side of the extremity 
of one thumb, the week previous. He had continiied to woik bafd, 
and it had now become very painful. The skin of the thumb had ba> 
come enormously thickened by hard work. I advised at first a bread 
and milk poultice, with mercurial ointment, salts and low diet. He kept 
out a few days longer, when he visited me again, and I applied nitrate 
of silver. It remained nearly stationary a few days longer, and then 
came intensely painful, the pain extending up the arm, and he was 
obliged to give up work. I opener! the tumor, wliirh rontninod matter, 
gave him a pill of opium, cri)orii< l and antimony, added Iruiiianurn to th»* 
poultice, and prescribed tr, suiphal. quinin. I'ln^ pill ])t oduced pei tVri 
relief, and his bodily health improved greatly, ili ' n>e of the -ui- 

phate of quinine. The under side of the thumb remained stationnrv, anil 
the inflammation showed no disposition to extend up the ihun»b , bui a 
swelling was forming under the nail, which became intensely painful. 
He kept hb bed for about five days, when the general symptoms had 
so far abated that he was able to leave his room. The inflammation 
proceeded in the cellular membrane, below the nail and skin, both of 
which finally separated and came off* At the mot of the nail something 
appeared of a pea shape and size, and moveable. This gradudly grew 
harder, and finally a similar membrane covered the place of the nail^ eop 
tending from this substance and passing even over the end of the tbumtk 
The thumb, tJiough greatly emaciated, began to assume a natural appear 
ance. The joint never became in the slightest degree stiff. The sul- 
phate of quinine was abandoned without my knoN\ )ed(je, sooner than I 
intended, by which 1 think the euro wm^ rt tarded. i continued to see 
him until the '2.3d of Febniary, when ihe thumb was nearly healed. 

It is well that in erysipelas or erysipelatous inflammation, we have a 
variety of remedies, for diflferent cases even in the same individual re- 
quire different treaiiuent. In the early stage of local inflammation npoa 
me finger, before suppuration has taken place, mercurial oiuimeiU ap> 



» 



Digitized by Google 



175 



pears tiseful. The afl^tlon will sometimes rapidly disappear under its 
use. When there is any disposition to spread, 1 have always found the 
nitrate of stiver control it at once, and effectually. Quinine has always 
been beneficial. It seems, indeed, as If the patients could not get weU 
without it, at least if the case is one of any duration. 

Of course there are cases of robust, healthy persons who, by some 
means, become affected w ith <m \ sipelas, and tliese cases yield readily to 
aiitlphlogistics ; that is to say, to emetics, salts, and refrigerant or spirituous 
applications. I do not believe that we luu o iki; cases which demand 
the lancet, and I have not found bcaeiit iiuiu iccciics. Early incisions I. 
have fiiund to be injurious. 

The nitrate of silver, therefore, as a topical application, and the su]> 
phale of quinine internally, appear to roe to be the most important reme- 
dies in eijsipelatoos mflammation. To this treatment may be added, a 
pill of calomel, opium and antimony, lo relieve pain, promote a more 
healthy state of the system, and quiet irritation. 

Newton Lower FoUs, Marth 17, 1851. 



BRUPTION6 OP TH6 BKIN DURING PREGNANCY. 

(BMdaiaMQuaiierlylltelraf oTtheSkedelilmd Hediral 8oe(c(y,by Dr. HiHam Alleit, 

lad Mumiwicalitd by ihe PubKtliidg Cbnuniitoe.] 

Two cases of disease of the skin have recently occurred iu ray piac- 
tice, which were di^rent from any cases which I now recollect of hav 
iog witnessed beJbre. The first case was a woman who was between 
eight and nine months advanced in pregnancy, and had been quite well 
during the whole time until a few days before I saw her. She complained 
Otf an excessive itching of the skin over tbu system, atten ! ! with a fine 
eruption, differing in appearance from ordinary eniptions. The elevations 
of tlie surface were fine, distinct, of a light brownish color. I pre- 
flcribed some mild applications to allay the itching, but ail were unavail* 
ing until her delivery, which rcveah'd and removed the cause of her ex- 
ternal disjase. S!ie was confined, as she supposed, a week l)efore her 
time liad expired, and was delivered of a stillborn child. From its ap- 
pf'rir.inre I should think the child had been dead three weeks; decom- 
position had begun to takr jilacc, and the skin had sloughed off in some 
places. From the sympiom^, tlie mother supposed the child must have 
died aijout ihree weeks previous toils birth. Tlie woiuau soon recovered, 
and all tiie eruption rapidly disappeared. The disease of the surface I 
suppose was the efiect of nature's depurating process to fid the ^stem of 
the Ultra-uterine poison, which had been abMurbed. 

I have bad a amilar case since. The woman had an itching and 
eruption of the skin, which appeared in many respects similar to the 
other case ; but upon inquiry I found she felt active motion of the 
child. I concluded her child must be living, but the eruption indicated 
tfao reverse. At the time of birth I officiated. The woman had twins. 
One appeared to be well and healthy — the other, from its decomposed 
state, bad probably been dead ibr several weeks. 
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HORnilNe IN STRANGULATED HERNIA. 

To the E lUor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Dear &r, — T have recently met with several cases of strangulated haw 

nia, where reduciion was effected by morphine ?o speedily, with so lillle 
pain, and so ^ntisfartorily to the pnttont, tliat I am induced to give your 
readers some brit f imtcs of iht-m from my note book. 

In 1841, 1 publishrri in the New York Medical Gazette several ra^ 
of the snme nnlure. and sinrc \\v.\X. lime more than three fourths of the 
cases of sirangulaled hernia tcj which I hdve been calltd, were reduced 
by f^ivin<j larsje doses of ninrphinc. An old gentlenian, a«;ed 88, m 
Decem!)er last was sliovelling snow from the side-walk, and a hernia with 
which he had been ai&cted nianj' years became strancrulated. He had 
lieen in the habit of returning it witmmt difficulty, but this time he failed, 
and sent for a physician, who tried all the ordinary means, such as coH 
applied to the part, nauseating doses of tart, ant., the taxb, &c. lie 
Several hours were spent in this manner, but without avail, and I was 
requested to see him. I found hira with a large inguinal hernia, which 
was tense, tender, and very hard. In addition, he had hydrocele of both 
aides, which were of large size. A large dose of morphine was at ence 
given him, with orders to repeat In an hour if perfect ease was not ob- 
tained. Two hours aflemards I saw \m^^. His hips had ht^cn clovnted 
according to orders; and I found him in a juofound sleep, from whicliit 
Avas dinirult to nrous<' him, yet his hernial tumor had gone bark sponta- 
•neously, and the use of a truss ha"^ since kept it in its proper place. 

A young man, '20 years of age, while lifiiiig a heavy weight, f it 
something give way, and a tumor formed at the external orifice of the ab- 
dominal ring. It was very painful, tender and hard. A physician who 
saw him made use of the taxis, and persevered a long time, but to no 
purpose. He then gave him a dose of morphine, and advised to send 
tor me. The anodyne which had been given procured some relief, but 
the taxis was of no avail, the parts being so tender and painful, that it 
was thought best to desist. A full dose of morphine was now admin's- 
tered, and directions given to elevate his legs and hips. He became 
easy in an hour and went to sleep. When he awoke, his troubles had 
ceased ; the hernia had spontanoously returned. 

Other cases miglit be recited, which I have soon, or that have occur- 
red in the practice of my medical friends ; and so strikin'j; has been the 
benefit of this pruclice, that, when calK'd early, before intlammatioa ni d 
adhesion^ of the sac have taken place, 1 feel an almost certain confidence 
in its efficacy. The tedious routine of practice rreonauendud by the 
books, I look upon as worse than useless, in comparison to this. Chloro- 
form is a \ ;!' i ible agent, no doubt ; but 1 have tried it only in two in- 
stances, and then with very lillle hope, as opium had been freely used, 
and adhesions to the sac were found so firm and extensive, that after 
the operation of cutting down and separating them, it was found diffidtU 
to return the bowel and omentum into the abdomen, I believe that 
there is scarcely a case of recent strangulation which may not be speedilr 
and easily reduced by a judicious use of large doses of morphine. 1 



Digitized by Google 



Tbt J)n Jcieph Tomy, 



liave performed but one operation for strangulated hernia, where this 
practice had heen pursued, and failed, except where extensive adhesions 
existed to uccount for tlie failure. That case was one where a Xtsgp 
quanihy of f«ces had been enclosed in the 8tran£|ulated portion, and also 

• a knot of worms, rendering its return a matter of great diflicultVf after i 
had performed the operation. There is nothing lost if you fail in this 
course. It j^ives the patient great ease and comfort, frequently stops the 
obstinate voniitln;^, and fils and prepares bin) for the operation, if that h 

' finally to be perforiiied. The modus operandi ol tint anodyne practice 

* is clearly obvious. \\ hin a protrusion of the bowel lakes place, pain 
and irritation at once supervene. Spasm is the next effect, and the 

i' opening is now much diminished. Jnrtainmation next follows. Ef- 
I"* fusion of lymph, and a ghieing of the prciUuiled intestine or omentum, 
j" or both, to the sac, quickly follows, and pruveuts its relurn by taxis or 
by spontaneous efibrt. Brlorphine allays spasm, relax.es the muscles, ant) 
allows its return ; or it prevents the recurrence of effusion by allaying 
irritation, and by that means prevents inflammation developing' itself, as 
it would rapidly do were anodynes not exhibited. Tlie practice is not 
novel, as niany writers on surgery recommend opium in the catalogue 
of remedies fiir strangulated hernia. But nq one, to my knowledge, has 
made it a prominent agent, but only as one of secondary importance. 
: I view it as more efficient than all other remedies together, and as pre- 
ferable because of tlie several indications it fulfils* A. B. SniFiiAir* 
i Sifraaue, iV. Y., March 2*2, 1851. 



Tlie LATG OR. JOdEPU TORaCY. 

tl!f the last number of the Journal, mention was made of a discourse 
y Rev. George T. Dole, occasioned by tlie death of the late Dr. Tor- 
rey, of Beverly. We now copy from it a portion of the sketch of Dr. 
T.'s life.] 

JosBPM ToRRET was bom on the 18th of March, 1768, in North Kil- 
Unglyy Windham C^a, Com, He was a descendant, in the fifdi genera* 
tion, from the Rev. Samuel Torrey, of Weymouth, Mass., a man of no 
fOiaJI eminence in his day, who three times preached the election sermon, 
and who is said to have been o&red the presidency of Harvard Col- 
lege. His grandfatlier and great grandfather were also clergymen, and 
both bore the name of Joseph, His father, also named Joseph, was a 
fanner in Killlnj^ly, and held honorable offices, both civil and ecclesiasti- 
cal, in the eoniiminify where he resided. His maternal ancestry vvero 
nol less rfspectabic, and also (Miibraced a lumiiber of the clerical profes- 
sion. Xlie subject ol this sketch was the sixth, and the last i»urvivor, 
of seven children. Attacked, before he had completed the first year 
of hh eKistence, by a conmion iiilaiuile disease, his constitution became 
permanently impaired. That nii^^lui uinc, as doubtless It was regarded,, 
disqualifying him for laborious pursuits, probably led, as he himself once 
int'uuatedy to his turning his thoughts to professional life. He commenced 
a course of study, and acquirod* and always letaioed aoo^g^ of Latin 
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and Greek to be of essential service to him in the technics of his profes- 
sion. But the pecuniary embarrassments which so extensively ensued 
upon the war of the Revolution, prevented his receiving a collefriate edu- 
cation. This failure, in itself considered, seems matter of deep regret; 
for he manifestly possessed natural powei-s which needed but the dis- 
cipline of a thorough college course, to have enabled hiiii to shine among 
the lights of his age. Y et, if we may be allowed to speculate on the 
probable results of a change in past events, bow doubtlbl whether a more 
useful or honorable career would, In fact, have been his, had his name 
ibund a place on the catalogue of Yale or of Harvard I Ifow probable 
that a coostitudon like hb would have utteilv broken down under the 
toib and the confinement of a student's life ! Those same untoward 
circumstances which dbappointed his hopes of a liberal education, per- 
chance gave to this community the services of a good f)hysician, for half 
a centur)', in one who otherwise would have pm^ amid college walls, 
and filled an early grave. 

Helving acquired what was then deemed an adequate preHmmary edu- 
cation, he pursued the study of medicine with a Dr. Ainsworth, of Pom- 
fret. There were but three medical schools at that time iu the t ouniry, 
and comparatively few resorted to them. When he had acquired so 
much of the Esculapian art as warranted liim in commencing indepen- 
dent practice, he was advised to visit the town of Mansfield, Ct., and 
actually set out for that place, intending, should he find the prospect 
favorable, to establish himself there. On that journey an incident oc- 
curred which shows how trivial an event may cnange the whole coune 
and complexbn of a person's life. As he journeyed on horseback, a 
dhoe became loosened or lost from his hone's loot, and stopping at a 
blacksmith's shop to have it replaced, he stepped into a public uouse^ 
hard by, while it was done. There he found a man from the northen 
1^ of this County, who told him that there was an opening for a phy* 
sician in Rowley, and gave so favorable a representatioii of the field that 
the doctor decided on the spot to go there, and not to Mansfield. 
Mounting again, he turned his horse homeward. His parents, surprised 
at his speedy return, soon fell in with his new design, and having made 
the necessary arrangements he set off for Massachusetts some lime in 
the year 1793, with his saddle-bags, a small sum of money, an order 
for a few dollars woiih of medicine on a Salem apothecary, and his fa- 
ther's blessing. He bore a lettei of introduction to the Rev. Manasseh 
Culler, LL.D., of Hamilton, who himself originated in Killingly. Dr. 
C. gave ham a letter to the late Dr. Manning of Ipswich, who intix>- 
ducid him to the people of Rowley. And there he opened hb office 
and found immediate emplo^'ment. 

Nor was it fat thb focohon, alone, so distant from the place of aettle- 
ment which he had contemplated, that he was indebted to the incident 
of the horse-shoe. The learned Dr. Cutler had a daughter, with whooi 
that letter of introduction made him acquainted, and to whom, about a 
year aflerward, the youna physician was united in macriage* Tlie tmioo 
thus formed, and continued much beyond the ordinary term of connubial 
lifei was throughout eminently happy. And when that ODce-checished 
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fomi had been for more than twelve years hidden in the §mv<\ ai)(] lie 
had reached an age when the flame of youtliful affection seems, too 
often, to have boconie entirely quenclied, he never alluded to her except 
in the most tendtily expressive tenns. Two children wck horn to 
them while resident in Rowley — a daughter, who died in infcincy, and a 
SOD, who in tlie t'llih gent-iation inherits, but as he is here present, I may 
not say how adorns, the scriptural and time«liaItowed family name of 
Joseph. 

A wider and more inviting field opening, Dr. Tone/ removed to 
South Danvers in 1799. There he received a liberal patronage, fiom 
tile nn>t. But as he became better known, the public confidence, which 
has been said to be always a plant of slow growth," was constantly 
augmented, bis practice increased, and becnrne more lucrative with each 
succeeding; year. One indication of the estimation in whioh he early be- 
gan to be held in this region, is seen in the fact that he was selected, 
very soon after his removal to Danvers, in connection whh several of 
the leadinf^ physicians of the county, for a rather unKjuc and hlirlily 
ri*:^ponsihle professional duty in a neigh!>oring town. The circuin-iances 
Were these : — JfniRi'.s great discovery was beginninjj to be known, 
though comparatively little undei-stood or applied, in this couniry. Dr. 
Story, of Marblehead, the father of tin? late Chief Justice, had sent to 
England for some of the vaccine virus. From a combhiation of cir- 
cumstances, which I need not relate, a mistake was made, and plentiful 
supply of matter received which had been obtained from the arm of ft 
man inocnfaited with maUpox. Dr. Story, nothing doubting, made free 
use of this matter among the families of Marblehead, and &e necessary 
consequences soon appeared ! The town authorities took vigorous mea- 
sures ibr public safety. A cordon saniimre was drawn around the 

filace, and Drs. Treadwell of Stilem, Gardiner of Lynn, Manning of 
pswicli, and Torrey, were appointed to take up a temporary residence 
in Marblehead, as associates of Drs. Story and Drury, and carry the 
population through the distresses and the danj^ers of that dn-adful dis- 
f'ase. in the discharge (if thi^^, by no means enviable duty, Dr. T. was 
engaged many weeks, ac qwiuin j; himself to the satisfiiction of all, and 
receiving a liberal compensation lor Ins services. Now, thanks to a 
merciful providence, such a visitation is no longer to be feared. And let 
it not be forgotten, that to a physician belongs the honor of a discovery 
that has stripped, what was onuu one ul the direst scourges of humanity, 
of slmost all its terrors. 

About the year 1805, Dr. Toney took up bis leaideDce just within 
tbe limits of Salem, and some ten ^ears later removed to the central 
puts of that town, where his practice became as extensive as that of 
any physician m the place. While resident there be was several years 
chosen representauve to the Massachusetts Legislature. 

When about 40 years of age. Dr. Torrey ruptured a bloodvessel, and 
was for some time laid aside from his profeasional labors, with little 
hop^" of recovery. He at that time became the patient of the since 
celebrated Dr. Mussey, then resident in Salem. By the blessing of God, 
be was restored and sparedjbr more than ibrty yeais more of active use- 
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fulness. Tills Illness, and an occasional brief visit to his old heme and 
friends in Conncciirnt, w ere altnost the only iaterruplions of laborioui 
professional duty lor more tlinn forty years. 

In 1836, hcin^ nearly 70 yeare of ai^e, he undertook a journey to 
RliciriL^nn. iccompanicd by bis wife. On their return they took tije borne 
of their oldest son in ibeii w ay, but his beloved companion was to acrom- 
panv him in that journey — in the journey of life — no farther. The 
short sojourn in Michigan, instead of relieving, as had been hoped, 

Sreatly aggravated a cliionic complaint under which Mrs. T. had tabolred. 
ntermittent fever also selin, and it was with great difSeuliy that she reach- 
ed Burlington. There she lingered a few weeks, and died, and her re- 
mains now sleep in the cemetery of that beatitiful town, overlooking the 
lake, as the spot \\ here her partner's remains have just been d<.^|)osited, 
looks out U|>on the dark blue sea. What matters it. if their souls be 
re-united ? Alone and mourning, the bereaved husband lettutied lo 
Salem, and there he continued to reside for a few months. But his 
home had lost its light and its joy. His children were all dispersed. 
Some of the infirmities of a^je were bpfrinninii to be felt, and be derided 
to remove to this town, \\ here he took up his last caitiily abode iu llie 
family of his son Augustus. 

I need not sny to you, that since his residence here, he has been 
ready to answer any call for piofessional service, lo the full measure of 
his stren<4tli. Nor was it till x'^ithin a few weeks of bis decease, thai 
his own long-gaihering maladies couipelled him lo cease altogether from 
those valuable ministrations to the relief of others. Thus, it appears that 
he was in practice as a physician, for the remarkable term of about 60 
jears, and during two thiras of that time his field of professbnal dutj 
was a wide one, and his labors arduous. 

For months previous to his decease, a visibly increasing weakness 
and emaciation, and a laborious cough, had made it apparent that a 
slight blow fram Death's iron mace would be sufficient to shiver the frail 
mortal fabric. And yet there was no very decided development of dis- 
ease till some weeks since, when in connection with extreme weakness 
and difficulty of respiration, indications of dropsical afflictions appeared. 
From ihi^se combined cause'^, be suffered severe distress at times. Yet 
be bad daily intervals of ease, and the last day or two of his life was 
almost wholly painless. He recognized his son, who arrived from Ver- 
mont on Monday eveninjr, wiih evident pleasure, and thougb be could 
say but little, seemed lo enjoy conversation and prayer. It was sup- 
posed then that he mi^ht survive several days. Hut next muriHug it 
was manifest that a decided change had come over him ; though he was 
still able, feebly, to respond to the mquiries of bis children, they felt ^t 
his end was at hand. He fell into a kind of slumber and iu} (piieily, 
with Winter and fainter respirations, tilt at half past 4, P. M., he ceased 
to breathe. 

Thoroughly to analyzes and exhibit Dr. Torrey's professional di n \cter, 
would require the hand of a brother. 1 shall not attempt it. But on 
the testimony of some of his brethren who knew him best, I may say, 
that he was philosophisal, discriminating, and judk»ou8 ui medical mat- 
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lers , ihal he had an uncommon share of energy and perseverance, and uhai 
nii«{ht, perhaps, be termed a happy audacity, which bore liini successfully 
Chiou^h many trying cases, from which men of less nerve would have 
shrunk. He did not profess an extensive acquaintance with surgery ; aod 
yet in some sut^ical operations, particularly that ibr hernia, he was emi* 
nently successful. But^ in all the ordinary range of a family physician s 
duties, he was skilful, it Is believed, beyond the common standard ; and 
in one peculiarly delicate and di/licult department, he had an expeitness 
unrivalled in th'is region, probably unsurpassed in the Commonwealth* 
^ While he thus rendered large service to humanity, directly as a prac- 
tUioner, he did something in a more general way for the cause of \vriV\- 
cal science, lie contributed some valuable papers to the New England 
IVli'fllcal Journal. And there is reason to believe that it was he w ho first 
sii^^^ested the idea of organizing the Massach.e'^ctts Mt'diciil Society on 
its present basis, though Dr. Treadwell was the priucij)al conspicuous 
agent in eflTecting the object. 



** VICIOUS ADVI UI iSt;MliNTS.'» 

[Tre following, from an article in the London T^nncet, relates to a nui- 
sance which exists in this cotmtry as well as in England. We shall watch 
\^ itb intere<;t the succcss of the plan here proposed for the amelioration 
of the evil.] 

We rejoice to see that a Society has at length been formed called tlie 
" Union (or the Discouragement of Vicious Advertisements," whose opera- 
tions are directed against that nithy form of quackery and swindling we 
were the firet to denounce and expose. IVluch good mnst result from 
the direction of the lay public to this form of n.ornl cot^tamination. The 
address of the new Society, which lies before us, shows that its origina- 
tors are perfectly conversant with the tricks of the fellows they design 
to unmask. Of the malady w hich rages througlioul the vile brood of 
obscene publications, the prospectus of the *' Union *' is perfectly right 
in stating — That the actual existence of this infirmity (impotence) is 
most rare ; medical men scarcely ever meet with it, and wticn they do, 
it has not its origin in youthful errors, as insinuated, but they state that 
patients whose ndnds are unhinged by the horrible idea of bein^ thus 
afflicted, come before them daily." This idea is wholly dus to the per- 
nicious familiarity of their minds with the titles of infamous books. 

The prospectus of the " Union " contains a calculation of the amount 
expended in advertising three of these obscenities in " sealed envelopes." 
leaking only three of the books^ it is computed that— 

3 advertisements in 9 daily papers cost at least £3780 per annum* 
Ditto in SO weekly do. 1400 
Ditto m 3:20 pioviDcial weeklies^ 15400 " 

£20,^ 1 

We learn from the same source that the country newspaper proprietors 
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allow the vawahond class alluded to " to enter into contracts for the 
insertion of their notirf«; and we ref^ret to find, that out of all the 
pnn liK ial papers, not more than twenty at most exclude their adver- 
tisements. We can only say that, in our opinion, the keeping of infa- 
mous liouses is quite as respectable a mode of subsistence as that of 
living by tlie produce of these infamous advertisements. 

But the cost of advertisements is only ojie of the items of expense in- 
curred by these odious firms." Rents, printing, book-binding, postage, 
agencies, &c., roust make up an equally large sum. In our renioler 
colonies, Calcutta and Sydney, these moral pestilences are found in lull 
vigor. The incomes must be immense to support such expenses, which 
not only admit of such constant and gigantic ouday, but of laci^e accu- 
mulations of wealth. Not long since, a member of one of the vile firms 
turned up as one of the largest proprietois in a great railway. Creiy 
day, during the London season, three or four gaudy carriages in tne 
style of blue bodies and yellow wheels, and with heroes, coachmen and 
footmen to match, may be seen flaring in the ring in Hyde-park, con- 
taining the wives or women of these wretches, and sometimes the 
quacks themselves, hook-nosed, black-locked, and over-done in jewellery 
and dress of the most extrava^Mnt fashion. These quacks and th»Mr 
progeny are capered along more noisily than my lord duke or marquis. 
Bui it is not only in the drive that tliese harpies and ilie aristocrats are 
seen tOi;ether ; we have lately ascertained tlial some of the most noto- 
rious hells in St. James's are presided over by these fellows, whu loUow 
the business of " balms " and " elucirs " by day, and dice b^ night. 

The circular of the ^ Union " sets forth a iact relating to the 
habits of these vermin with which we were well acquainted, mit which 
it may not be out of place to repeat 

" Some may suppose that a large conooune of patients are attracted 
to their houses, whose payments might compensate lor losses in ad- 
vertising. Such, however, is not the case. Their doors have been 
watched. Few go in or out. There is none of that crowd which is a 
morning nuisance to the neighbors of a successful medical man ; but the 
postman delivers, almost hourly, large packets of letters, containing some, 
perhaps, monpy, !)vit most, apparently, the postage-stamps, which^ the 
advertisements inform us, may be sent to pay for thf^ books." 

We are told in the advertisein 'ni-, that " Alanhood " is being translated 
into five " languages," so tluit ii^ authors are not content with the field 
afforded by the mother-coiuilry ;iiui her forty colonies, but must needs 
endeavor to indoctrinate other coiuitiies with their abominations. 

There is, then, ample scope and verge for the new society, which, if 
it but abate this evil, will do society as great a service as that rendered 
by a Howard or a Wilberfoice. llie fdflowing (]|uotatbn will show the 
plan proposed by the Society at the present tune, but no dpobt it b 
mtended to extend its operatwns to more positive measures. After ck* 
horting every reader of a newspaper inserting these advertisements lo 
address a protest to the editor, and dwelling upon the force of public opi* 
nion, the circular proceeds 

« By simply sending your naose to be enrolled in the Union now 
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forming for the Discouragpment of Vicious Advmi^pments, you will, 
with no expenditure of money beyond a postago-stamp, and little more 
than a stroke of your pen, assist materially with your influence and 
sympathy a gcxjd cause. You pledge yourselves to no lest by so doing j 
you simply give encouragement to those who are laboring with this ob- 
ject, by declaring your intention to check a great moral evil, and re- 
move from England this foul blot. The expicssion of your wish will 
wofcitsown accoroplishiDeDt.'' 

The letteiB sie to be addressed to J. Hfurison, New Inn, Strand^ 
Hon. SccietaiT to the Unkm for the Discouragement of Vicious Adreiw 
tiseroeiits.** if such a Society really exist, and is prepare to proceed 
in the good wortc impressed upon its name and title, we can promise it 
the hearty and energetic co-operation of the professbn. 



THE BOSTON M£DICAL AND SUHGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON. APRIL %, 18A1. 



Planetary and Celestial Influence in producing E]>idtmie$,^\x\ the New 
York Mirror we find quite a long letter from Dr. Bowran, to Prof. J. M. 
Srntih, on the subject of planetary and celestial influences in the produc- 
tion ot epidemics. How far Dr. Bowran may be correct in his theories^ 
we are not able to decide, but would recommend his ieuer to ail ibose 
who may feel the least interest in the matter. The following paragraphs 
we clip from it, as containing a (air sample of the author*8 views. He saya^ 

*' Every function of the livin'j body is simply a chemical operation, the 
effect of magnetic polarity. Digestion is altogether a chemical process, by 
wliirh ihe aliment taken into ihf stomach is broken down, and a new for- 
iTjative arrangement or a separniion of the nutritious mRtter is efiected. 
Respiration of atmospheric air by the lungs, is only a chemical phenome- 
non, by which oxygen is introduced into the circulatory system of the 
arteries and veins, and thus becomes commingled with every atom of the 
animal body. The cireoiation of the blood through the heart and arteries, 
n eflected cntifely by magnetic polarity. The planetary bodies of oar sy^ 
tem are not more certainly carried around the sun in their revolving course 
by the power of magnetic gravitation, thnn tho blood of the human system 
is moved in its tidal, wary circuit around the body, by the sante attractive 
inliuence. Indeed, every function of the body is simply a chemical phe- 
nomenon, altogether dependent upon the power of magnetism ifor its per- 
Ibfinance* 

** The powerful effect of celestial influences upon organic life and dis- 
ease, may be shown by the ever changing forms and degrees of intensity 
manifested by the same complaints? nt different periods. We will take for 
illustrntion, scarlatina. Every one in the least conversant with this form 

m 

of di.searfe, is aware that at one time it will assume the mildest aspect, and 
pass through its development in the human system with scarcely any de- 
rangement of the functions of life. At other limes the contagious poiaoa 
will almost immediately strike down its vlctime with sadden and inevitable 
death. The same facts are witnessed with regard to the contagious typhus, 
anaallpox, and other eontagioas complaints. It must be apparent to every 
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on© that these changes in the character of the same disease at different 
seasons, mubt require diHerent plans of treaiinent. And the practiiioDcr 
Xfho regulates bis treatment to suit the ever changing form» and types of 
disease, is governed by principles of sound imtural philosophy; and ha 
who attempts to treat the same disease alike at all times, is emphaticall/ 
an empiric." 



Pepper and iU Adulterations.— One would hardly suppose, from tba 
comparative cheapness of this condiment, that there would be any occosion 
for nddUcrating it. Yet it hns been proved, by the analysis of the com- 
missioners before alluded lo, that more than half llic pepper which is sold 
in a ground state is adulterated. The substances juo>{ lonimonly ut^cd for 
the purpose are burnt crtists of bread, husks of mmtaid, pepper duMt^ tke 
moetpings of toarehmtses* oU eake^ linseed meal, sago, t^eai and pea JLomt, 
Id 43 samples that were examined, all of which were sold as pure pepper» 
more than half were adulterated with the substances above nientioned, in 
various proporlions. In this country, black pepper i?« adultemled with 
Jlour^ sand, and common cheap i^n/grrs. It olieii the case, that the pow- 
dered apices are sold for a les.s Mirn than the n vdn can be purchn^-od, u liicb 
6nds a ready expianaliuu iu llie fuel of the ground uialerial beiitg exuu- 
sively mixed with other cheap substances. The only sure way oT i^eiiing 
our spices* &c., good and pure, is to obtain them in their crude state, aud 
powder thent as wanted for use. 



Resignation of Dr. Giorgt JIayward — It is understood thai Dr. Gror^e 
Hay ward has tendered his resignation, as surgeon to the Massacliuseus 
General Hospital, lo the Board of Trustee? ; but whether it has been ac- 
cepted by tbem, we have not learned. Dr. Hay ward has long been con* 
nected with the surgira! stafl*of the Hospital; a post that he hns most 
honorably and acceptably filled, and his counsel and valuable aid will be 
sensibly missed. It is with extreme regret that we chronicle the iotelli- 
geocc of his resignation. 



Suffolk District Medical Society — Dr. Parkman's Address. — The an- 
nual nddrr-^^ before the Suffolk' Di'^frict Medirnl Society was delivered on 
Friday r\i iinfr Inst, bv Dr. iSainiiel P.irkn)an, We regret that ';lie hal! 
was not L>eiter tilled ; there having been but few present except iiteinbera 
of the profession. The address was exceedingly interesting, and the ihetne 
well chosen. It was urritien with greet care, and most hap)iily de* 
live red. and, from the marked attention of the audience, we ahould judge 
all were pleased with it. It was oiir intention to give a synopsis vf it, 
but the So 'iely havinr^ voted to request n copy for publication, ire £haU 
defer a more particular noiice liU ii is published. 



Mmaehiuetis Mediral Society— -Anuval Mf^eliyi^.-^Ma. EnnoB,-^! tt»> 

derstand that it is the intention of **lhe Committee of Amngemenis ** and 
of the *^ Committee for the procuring of Scientific Papers" to ofiiT giesl 

attractions at the next annual gathcrinj^ of our venerable Society. Rooms 
will U'i provided for the rcailmg of medical and suri^lt al papers, cnfe-, 3cr . 
and opportunity offered for discu^jtioutt thereupon. Aa exbibiUuu of vanouis 
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new siiriMcal insUuiric nts, articles of malerifi medica, &r., will ho prrpared. 
As the papers, of vvhicLi already a number have been promised, will occupy 
mnek lime« it is proposed that alt scientific meetings should be held in a 
diflerent room from that at which the executive doings of Ihe Society, sttdk 
OM the annual alteration of ity-latos, expultion of member.^. Sec, arc trans- 
acted. AH tastes will be, in this manner, consulted. Those who choose 
to discuss the wcll-woni (homo of by-laws, moy hnvc* their time; whilst 
tliosc of us who lliink ihat ihe preserit by-laws are sufficienily good, will 
spend iheir hours elsewhere. For my own part, I hope ihat for nt lenst 
the next five years every proposition to nlier a by-law may be indcliniitly 
postponed. However, it remains to be seen whether we shall continue in 
the old routine, or Strike out a new path, and make the meetings really 
valuable to ail concerned, by ii)cir elevated tone, both at our scientific and 
5:ncial cjalherinfrs. Ii is hoped iliat ihcrc will be n good representation from 
ihe east and from the west, to meet at the heart of the Commonwealth, 
and that next year we shall go farther we^ii, to Springfield or Northampton. 



Remuneration of Medical AtUndanls in France. — M. Amedce Latour» 
editor of L*Union Medicale, has lately published a very instructive article 
on the above subject. From this coiilribation we find that the majority of 
medical men, especially in the country, are lamentably paid, the principal 

cnti'^e of this 5?ad stntc of things being the unfortunate practice of under- 
seliini^ one another. There are surgeon* in the country who will pay a 
vi&it for five pence, and ever» two pence half-penny; attend a midwifery 
case for twenty pence or Imli u crown; set a limb for ten pence, 6cc. 6cc, 
In Paris the evil ja likewise very great, it being well known that some un* 
scrupulous characters ofler their services underhand at a lower rate than 
ihe U9ual attendant has fixed, that rate being indeed low enough, as U 
Fan^e& from twenty pence to half a crown a vi«it, even in Paris. 

At Toulou5e n chib was formed some time nc^n, composed of a thousand 
individuals, who offered a surgeon one thousand fraac> (£40) a year to at- 
tend ail ihe members. He, being a bej^inner, accepted these miserable 
terms; seeing which, a professional bsotubr went and olleied his services 
for half the sum. But the latter was soon outwitted, as a third sprang up 
and offered to do the work for £10 a year ! M. Latour throws out the idea 
that a minimum should be fixed and agreed upon in each locality ; but we 
fear that he did not consider human frailty sufficiently when be thought of 
Lhat expedient. — Lancet, 



Ittumeiwii in Soer/e/tiM.— It will be recollected that Dr. Lindsly, of 
Waabington, publi.shed in this Journal, last year, some account of his sue* 
seosful treatment of scarlet fev^r by the use of baron, externally applied by 

•uhbiocif. Dr. D. J. Cain, of Charleston, S. C, adds his testimony to 
h.ii o\ others, in reirard to the beneficial influence of oil or animal fat, 
vbich was firj*l recommended hy Dr. Sclineeman. Dr. Cain says, in the 
Jharleaton Medical Journal, of whicli lie is one of the editors-^ 

** I have employed it, [inunction], recently in three cases of scarlatina-* 
wo oncom plicated, the third accompanied by strongly marked typhoid 
ymptom.^-^witb apparently happy results. I say «//7;Nirsii//y, because it 
vouitJ be premature to draw any deduction from its use in so small a 
lumber of cases." " lo the three cases, there was a more rapid reduction in 
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the forcp nrtf^ frpr|iiency of the circulation, and, pari passu, with it modi- 
fication of the burning heal of the skin, than in cases treated m the or- 
dinnry way ; ihe abatement in the febrile plienomena being attended by a 
sensation of comfort. Indeed* In one case, so great wat the relief from 
tbe parched heat afibrded by the inunction, that the patient, a hiack boy, 
hegged his father to rub him once or twice every night, that is to say, be- 
tween the time of the last rubbing prescribed at night (9 o'cloeir), and tlie 
fir?t rubbing in the mominfr. Al! r^rpressed themselves as not b<»i'n^: ia 
the slightest dcfrt'ee incommoded by the heat of the skin, if the inlerva!? 
between the rubbing- was not too lonff. A happy effect was produced upon 
the si in ; its temperature, after two days' use of the lard or sweet oil, was 
very pleasant to tne hand of the observer. In alt it was tendered aoft and 
velvety (even in that of the ne^rro) ; and in one of the cases, a lad abont 11 
years old, at the Marine Hospital, a very abundant crop of miliary Testclcs 
(sudamina) made its appearance on the second day of the rubbing, corering 
him from head to foot, which symptom I considered as deno'incr the free 
action going on in the skin, as proving that its pores were completely 
opened. 

^In none of the three patients was there discharge from the ear, abscess, 
diarrh<Ba, dysentery, or dropsical swelling. In two, the urine vm» only 
moderately red, and soon became clear; m the third, it retained its ordi> 
nary pale color. Desqoamation was so slight, that it did not ammint ta 

more than a slijjht furfurareous exfoliation. 

"The fat oroil (for I have n^cf^ bvith animal and vccotable), seoms to me 
to exert a powerfully sedative influence primarily on the cuiarieous sar* 
face, relaxing its textures, opening its pores, and subiiuing phlogosis ; 
thos restoring the function to this important organ, the intemiptioa ts 
which is, in my hnmble opinion, the source or the formidable train of 
sequels, so often noticed, such as congestion of the kidneys, accompanieil 
by albuminous urine, and giving rise to dropsical collections ; that of tbt 
bowels causing diarrhoea, dvsentcry, ice. ; the susceptibility to atmos- 
pheric vicissitudes, the formatmn of abscesses, The secondary effect 
is on the nervous system, allaying the high excitement induced in ii by 
the cutaneous inflammation, Sec. 

It is understood that 1 am only speaking of innnction as, at beat, tlie bast 
of the treatment ; other means must not he omitled; eepecially in aearia- 
tina maligna, as every physician is aware, must the powers of*th« bjsHm 
be kept up by tonics, stimulants, dw. 



^ Wtnn^go County (IU») Medical Soeietu,^At a meeting of the Pby 
aieians and Surgaons of this County, at Sockfbrd, ou the 3(Kb dny of Janu- 
ary, 1851, pursuant to former notice Jt was resolved to form a Goimty Med. 

Society. After the appointment and report of a committee, a corwiifution. 
by-law.-?, and code of medical ethics were adopted. The Society is to K- 
called the " Winnebago County Medical Society." The officers are a Pre- 
sident, two Vice Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, and a Board of Censors. 

It is made auxiliary to the State Medicai Society, of this Staiew Ii is 
to hold its annual meetings at Rockford, on the first Tuesdays of April of 
each year, and quarterly meetings on the first Tuesday of July, October 
and January, at a place to be chosen at the previous meeting, at which 
meelitinfs physicians of other counties are invited to be present. Two mem- 
bers of the Society aro appoioted at each meeting to deliver dissertattont 
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at ihe next meeting; the persons appointed, and the subject chosen, by the 
President. Dr. Andrews was appoinicd to speak on typhoid fever, and 
Dr. Ames on contagion. The President is also to deliver an address at 
each annual meeting. 

The officers elected were as Tollowa : — ^Dr. Wm, Lyman, President ; 
Dr». Lucius Clark and A. E. Ames, Vice Presidents ; Dr. J. Blount, Sec- 
retary ; Dr. N. S. Andrews, Treasurer; and Ors. Charles Richings, G. 
P. R.iijson. and S, Clark, the Board of Censor?. Adjourned till the first 
day of April, at Hockford, UL — JNorth- Western Med, and Surg, Journal, 



Charitable Bequests. — On another page of to-day's Journal will be found 
an account of the nuinificent hequcsls of the late Dr. Howe, of Billerica. 
The following similar act, llioni^h not by a medical man, may be appro- 
priately recorded in our pages, on account of a deserving medical in&iitu- 
lion being made a recipient of part of the testator's bounty. The account 
18 takes From the Boston Transfer] ])t. The freqaent occurrence, of late, of 
such instances of liberality, is creditable to our country and to our race :-* 

** We learn from the Post, that Abiel Chandler, late of the firm of 
^handler, Howard. & Co., who dir'd on the tl2d iiK-t., nt Walpolo, N. H., 
las left by will S50,000 to Dartmouth Colleire, to e^^tabli.sh a school of in- 
•iruction in the practical and usicful arts of life. He constiluies a board 
}f visiters, consijiiing of two persons, who shall hold office during life ; 
ind be appoints his executors, Jon J. Dixwell and Francis B. Hayes, Esqs. 
>f Boston, the first board of visiters, with the power of appointing their 
ittccessots. He has also given $1600 to the new Hampshire Asylum 
"or the Insane, and made many devises and bequests to his relatives and 
riends. The New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane is made residuary 
s^tee. Mr. C. was a native of Concord. N. H.'* 



Medical Miscellany. — McFadden, the Philadelphia druggist, convicted of 
manslaughter by causing the death ot a young woman by administering 
toxphine through a mistake, has been sentenced to three months imprison- 
ment in the penitentiary. — We learn, says the Medical Examiner, that 
^rof. Horner, of the University of Pa., has, in a recent dissection, distinctly 
aen the Plenro-CE^ftpkageednnA Bronckth(Eiophageal illitfc^, as described 
y Prof. Hyrtl, of Vienna. 



To CoaRurojfOKNTS. — Dr. StUlweU'» paper on Tetanus, and I>r. Clcavelaud's oa Ameoorrbcea, 
I've been ieodvsd. 



^1 vHRfBDr-Is Braokija, 19. T., Or. C. H. IKxod, of dm ehy, to Mm. 8. W.Soaver, of 



1>IKD, — In Benicia, Dr. Hammond, of tlic T niird Stntes Army. — In Btnghamtoa, N. V., Dr. 
! ihu EhTt TOvMn of agje. — In Scabrook, N. H., Dr. Edward Dearborn. 76 yean. He ba^i left 
5,000 ior a Vtnuliie Seminary at S., and ^4,000 for the Coogregational Society. 



ff.-'ifhi in Hn<;tnu — Tor the week endiiii; Saturday noon, Marrh 29, 74. — Males, 33 — frmnlp*, W' 
■ t iricntiil, d — auHMnia, 1-— disca-MJ of the bowels, I— 4nflammKlion of ihe bowels, 4 — di*easeof llic 
mill, 2— conHumpiion, 7— convulsions, 4— croup, 1— debility, 2 — dysentery, 2— dropsy, 1— ^Iropsy 
' ttie (train, 5— ervsi;v<~!;is, 1— lypbuii fever, S---^unf fover,*4— rheomalic fover, 1— discaie of m» 
&.rL, 3 — hemorrii i;;r, Z^mthnWOt 6— diaoaie of Ae liver, I— menslei, *>— dd age, 3— pkwrity, I 
«»rperal, !i — smyllpox, 2 — d'isca.se of the spine, 1 — unknown, 1. 

Uniler b years, 36 — between 5 and 20 years. 6— between 20 and iO years, 19 — between H) and 

■vesra. 5-ow r 60 jesra, B, Americans, 3 1 ; ffireignen and «bildfwi of foreigners, 4S. 
"Tba above inclndea 7 dniht al the Ciljr iBrtiliSkMw. 
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Sale of the Chemical Apparatus belon^ng to the late Prof. Wtklfr.^ 
The various appliances of the late Prof. W ebiter*s laboratory nrereioMit 
auction last week, by Hr. Leonard, Tremont Row. The most notaUt 
article in the collection was a Magnet once owned by the distinguished 
Frrnch chemist, Lavoisier, who, it i? well known, wns beheaded during the 
^reat Frcm li Revoliilion. After various foruines il came into the poj« 
sos:^i()ii of Prof. Webster, by whom il was hi'jfhly prized. It seeing to bare 
been owned by iiken who have met with a ino^i unfuriunale end. Il tvu 
pnrchased by Mr. Francis Alger, of South Uoston, for the trifling sum of 
S5 25. Its rare hiMory gives it a value entirely beyond any intrinsic vinnt 
At the auction of Professor Wehster*s Library* previous to the above* Mi 
name was erased from nil the books except one, and which book is nmr-n 
the possession of a well-known literary gentleinan of this city, who ha*ore 
of the larg-est collections of autographs of any person in the country. 
book contains the Professor's siijnaiure, written in a bold and dashing miL* 
ner. It e^scaped the detection of the family, by one of the leaves adkeriog 
to the cover. 



Toofh-PuUing Illustrated — ^rkiorc the days of chloroform and elhei, 
there was a thwack wlio adverlis>ed loolh-dravving wiiiiout pain. Tht 
patient was placed in a chair, and the instrument applied to bis tooth viik 
a wrench, followed by a roar from the unpleasantly surprised sufiew. 
** Stop," cried thL> dentist, ** compose yourself. 1 told you I would gire joi 
no p iin, but I only just gave you that twinge as a specimen to show yoa 
C iririsfht'.^ ni 'thai of oparatiu'r." Again the instrument was applieJ. 
niK)ili('r luir, ;iiioth<T roar. Now don't be impatient, that is- DnmeTge'i 
way ; be seated and calm, you will now be sensible of the superiority ol ay 
method.*' Another application, another tug, another roar. ** Now pfayl]e 
quiet, that is Parkinson's mode, and you don*t like it, and no wonder.' 
By this lime the tooth hung- by athrtad; and whipping it out, the operauf 
exultingly exclaimed, " That is my mode of tooth*drawing without paioi 
and yon are now enabled to compare it with the operations of Cartfighl, 
Du merge and Parkinson." 



Munificent Donations of the late Dr. Zadoe Hotoe, of BiHerica.-^^ 

learn from the Cowrier, that the late Dr. Zadoc Howe, of Billerica. who 
died on the Sih ult.. at an advanced age, by his will, after making rarion 
donations to his family and friends — giving f 3,000 to the Bi !e St»cim. 
&c. — ell the remainder of his property to be applied for the pu^()o■^^' of 
erecting and forever mairuuifiing a iiii^h school for ihe y»»uih ol Billenci 
and ils neighborhood. During life, he had purchased a beautiful silt 
in the centre of the town, which he handsomely enclosed and cr lamenH^ 
with trees, and now he bds directed th it the »chool-house shall be pltfeJ 
upon it, at an expense not exceediug 88,000. He names as the trusiefs of 
the .>chool, four Unitarians, one Orthti loK Cnn'jfrei^'aiionaUsi, one Bipti'^'^^ 
and one Universnlist. Dr. Howe was a dislingui-ht'd physician, nn ! l'ro<i- 
dent of the MasNachusctts Medical Society ; was universally respected ty 
all who knew iinu, nnd ihe good name which he acquired during hisli* 
will bj forever perpetuated, through his judicious and valuable bcqoeJiw 
his townsmen and neighbors. D;. Howe was ao o:casional coDtribuiorn 
this Journal, and a subscriber from the beginning.*' 
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UR. DICK'S ALPHABETIC A Nfvncrs OF srnJECTS CONNECTED 
WITH THE TRCATMENT OF DYSPEPSIA. 

[OovtlRved frvm BS9t ^ sUtt.) 

MiwERAL Waters. — It is not our intention to give any detailed ftceounl 
of these, or of the appropriateness of some or all of them for the cure 
of a variety of diseases. We would desire, however, to take this op- 
portunity of combating the food prejudice of some persons, that the com- 
position of natural mineral waters is (as regards our use of them as the- 
rapeutic agents) as happy as it possibly could be. Far from this being 
the case, we believe there is not one mineral water, whether of this, or 
oi' foreign countries, which (a$ regards the treatmtnt of distcue) art 
mn^fu not compound better than nature has, by sugE^esting a diminution 
of soniM ?n*rirdients, an increase of others. In a medicinal point of view, 
for e\ain [)!(', we liave to regret the very sparing distribution of the 
ioiiicJes, bromides, and fluorides of sodium and calcium. 

England is rather fortunate in the variety and efficiency of its mine- 
ral waters. It possesses a sitii|>!e valine spring in Epsom, a cold car- 
l>onated chalybeate in Timbridge, a hot carbonated chalybeate in Bath, 
a saline chalybeate in Cheltenham and Scarborough, a sulphuric chaly- 
beate in Hardell, a cold sulphureous in Harrogate, and Moflat (in Soofe^ 
land), sunple cM and very pure springs in Malvern and Holywell, sim- 
ple thermal springs in Biistol, Buxton and Matlock. 

We shall very briefly notice some of the applications of the chief 
inineral waters. 

Sulphureous waters, whether employed externally or internally, are 
MiismUant and alterative, and are indicated in dartrous affections ; in eo- 
vema and chronic impetigo ; in psoriasis ; lepra vul^ris ; prurigo, &c. ; 

in clironic rheumatism, gout, and in anchyloses. They are also recom- 
mended by s(MTU' in chronic catarrhs, and in engor«i»*!n«'nt^, simple or stru- 
nioiis, of the lymphatic elands; but \\ * have not foiirui tlirir cfiicacy so 
rnai ked in these last ca^^cs. Tiiey are oi vast beuetit m cases of wounds^ 
Eiiorp especially from i^un-^hots. 

CfuitijbtaU waters are specific in chlorosis, in ana inia, ia atonic rmi- 
oous discharges, such as leucorrluea and blenon ba^ia ; in neuralgieb iiot 
iJepending on plethora or inflammation, but on debility, &c. 

SaUne mknind waien are those which are only very slightly or not at 
JO 
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all sulpharaous, chalybeate, alkaline or acidulous, but contain a greater 
or less pioportkiD of neutral purgative salts. The waters heavily chargol 
with these salts act purgatively ; those less charged have a diuretic action. 
Saline waters nre indicated in engoif etnents of the abdominal organs, 

morp p5!pociaIly of thf liver; in jaundice, not depending on mechanical 
obstruction ; in hyperrcniic states of the stomachic, dnoHenal, anH intesti- 
nal mucous membranes ; in states of systanic plethora. On iln touli- 
nent they are employed n^inst biliary calculi, in vesical catanh, and in 
suppression of the menses ; but I do not much, or often, rely on ihem 
in these cases. i:^rternally, in general batlis, or local effusion or fomen- 
tation, saline waters are of great efficacy in dry cutaneous eruptions, in 
lichen, prurigo, chronic eczema ; tiiey are also useful in removing ibe 
thick incniscatioDs of impetigo Jigwrata* Tfaey work often wonMI 
effects in chronic rheumatism, in affecUons of the aruculatkms, ud in 
contractions of the muscles. 

Alkaline waten, or those that abound in the bicarbonate of soda cr 
potass, are of great benefit in two sets of cases — ^vis., those m which 
uric acid is formed in excess, and in the allied derangement— -gout, li- 
dcr their use, the acidity of the urine is moderated, and the i-enai irriu- 
tlon depending on that condition of the secretion is relieved. In gout 
there usually exists a pretematurally acid state of the secretions of i^e 
primrr virr. pprhnp« e\'en of the blood itself. The alkaline waters cor- 
rect liiis morbid and irntatinir condition, to the sensible relief ol tnt 
patient. A similar acid state of the secretions of tlie stomach, duoir- 
num and intestines is a frequent cause of severe (lyajK'psia and aiiiiai 
intoli I able spasm and griping in the jejunum and colon. Acouiseof 
alkaline^ waters brings relief in such cases. 

In treating of mineral waters, it may seem out of place to n§s to 
diaiHed water, but i cannot forbear here adverting to the occasiooiln' 
markabie benefit derived fiom this means. It will be known town 
of our readers that the kle Dr. Prout often prescribed it, and n twov 
three cases which the writer attended along with that diskbgulsbed phv- 
«ieian, and in which distilled water was habbially empbyed at Dr. Pnou 
suggestion, good effects followed. In one case, threatened sacchaiiaa 
diabetes seemed to be averted. The writer has recommended the use 
of distilled water, with benefit, in cases of Itetid halitus from the skin, ac- 
companied with a dirty and greasy condition of that tegument. It ca^ 
not be doublerl, that ^ deohstruent ai'^pnt. nnri one peculiarly titl^l 
to fh'minaU ibreign matters from the blood, tioae can excel distilid 
toaier. 

Aloschm. — Musk is an nntispa-inodic not much to be relied on. Iti* 
said to he aphrodisiac and hypnoiic ; but this is doubiiiil. Without ad* 
verting to its employment in other circumstances, we confine ourselfei 
to remark, that we have conjoined it, with some seeming advantage, to 
the bitter tonk» in hysteric cases ; but we aie lar from baiiig cffttfi 
that the fesultiog improvement was not doe altogether to the loob ao' 
oompaniroent 

' Jl^rrA acts as a mild avamatw stimulant of the digestive ^nom, M 
k seldom given seperately. 
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Naphtha^ or, as H is called in Fiance, napthalhie, wfaieh is & bicai^ 
bonate of hydrogien, may be employed in much the same way aa can»N. 
phor. In some spasmodic cases it may be used as a subsdttite for bjU 

oscyamus. t 

yirotiana. — Tobacco cannot with propriety be passed orer in these I 
Notices. Tbore cannot bf n floubt that its abuse is a fertile source of 
(?vs|)cptlc (Irran ferment. It at first increa'=^r^, but Rftfrwards diminishes^' 
ihe secretion of ^nliva, as well as of ni'uni^, and I doubt not that its pro*. 
tiTirt»'fl < 111 ploymcnt impairs the action ol" even the liver and pancreas.* 
It not only lessens tlie amount of the saliva, niurus and biJe ; it also* 
makes iheni thinner in consistence tliun they should be. ft enfeebles* 
digestion in anotlier way — namely, by dulling the vigor of the pneiuno-*.' 
gastric nerves. ) 

In counterpoise to tbese bad effects, it ofl»rs a single advantage^' 
With many persons it acts a very sure, mild and non^exbausting aperients 
This effect it no doubt produces by its action on the sympathetic nenre. 

iVoi<o&ia.-^While this malady b partly of mental origin, and natn«j 
rally to be accounted for by separation fiDm accustomid persons and) 
scenes, yet no doubt the moral affection owes its chief fbroe to the phy<^' 
sicai prostration caused by new air, diet and habits, 

Pffncrcat.— To the discredit of physiology the use of thb organ is^ 
still unknown. There can be little doubt, that in the digestive process* 
it plays an important part. Oflnte years the attention of anatomists and 
physiolonists has been too exrlusively engrossed with discoveries, or al-' 
leged discoveries, of the functions of nervous system, some of whichi 
discoveries, even if all that is claimed for iheni were true, would add lit- 
tle to our previous kno\vled<]^e, or to practical use. 

(Quassia amara^ and (Quassia Simnr<ntba. — Boiii these are tonics, 
without either astringent or aperient properties. Both are useful in cases 
of simple debility of the digestive apparatus, or of the system generally,' 
in anemia, in iotennittent fevers, in spasmodic vomiting. Thesiniarouba' 
is considerably employed in the West Indies against both dianrhoea and' 
dysentery. It is alleged to moderate the griping and tenesmus of the latter 
disease, and, after a time, to restore the evacuations to their natural w^. 
pearance and consistence. 

Rheumatim.'^'We shall not venture to say that demngement of thai 
digestive organs ever, per se, brought on regular rheumatism ; but W4 
think it undoubted that such dorant^ement often predisposes to the dis- 
en5?€, and gives effect to morbid causes, wfiirh would dherwise havff? 
proved inoperative. Tt is also certain that periodic accesses of rheuma- 
tism, as of gout, are preceded usually by very marked and obstinate 
disturbance of the prinue vi(t. It is not our intention to di^i iiv< tli ■ m- 
ture and treatment of rheumatism, because these are quite ajiai t Irom tlie 
subjects of these Notices. We shall only, in the briefest uianner, ad- 
vert to that part of the treatment of rheumatism, which involves atten- 
tion to the digestive organs. 

Acute rheumatism, and each fresh attack or aggravation of chionid 
xfaeumatism, are usually preceded or accompanied with a sluggish staia 
€3f the bowels, and a diminished flow and altered quality of utine« Tbi$ 

i 
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•ecretioDS of, and on, the mucous membrane generally', are lessened. 
Hence, thirst is felt, and the tonjue appears red and dry. Tlie liver 
acts imperfectly, as is proved partly by the torpid bowels, parti/ by tbe 
light color of the alvine discharge. 

In ihcs*: circunislanres, pills composed of the extract of rhubarb, and 
calomel or blue pill, will be (blind decidedly ilie most eileciive. U iih 
these, hvosrvamus mav be tfiven freelv — naaicly, iii doses of iVom ten to 
twenty, or tliirty gmins. After the temporary torpor of the bowels has 
been thus g^tly but effiiCtaally OYefeome, the kidney retires attentioD ; 
tlie mic acid with which the system is loaded requires lo he eliminated 
liy lit. For this purpose we imially order draughts, oonlaioin^ from two 
Id five grains of nitrate of potass, and fiom ten to thirty minbns of the 
wine 01 colchicum. It is seldom that tliis combination and tliis dose 
does not produce diuresis, with marked relief of the walmn wliich usu- 
ally attends^ * would only premise, that in leoommending the above 
dose, or any dose of cokhicum, i uke it lor granted that the practitkxier 
either previously knows its efiects on the patient, or is prepared carelully 
to watch these. 

All nriH- must be avoided, and this mare e5{HTially by patients be- 
yoiid middle ai:e. Acids act injuriously in several wav-?, Tliey ri^duce 
the temperature of tiie patient. IS'ow, a deficient |K>utr of ^fiieratine 
anjuiul heat is one of the principal symptoms or accompanimenls of rheu- 
matism ; and anything, medicinal or dietetic, that increases tliis iiiabilitv, 
is to be shunned. Acids check the insensible cutaneous iranipirdilua 
and the renal secretioii, holb of which, in iheumaiisro, sliould ne\ er be 
iDterfeied with. Some portion of the acid or acids dietettcally or tnedi- 
dnaily adroinistefed hy the mouth, are necessarily absorbed, and adcb 
to the difficulty the system already has of contending with saperabun* 
dant uric acid or its constituents, and the unimpeded elimination of 
which ought to be the chief object of our care. I have only to add that 
i have seen not a few finl attacks of rheumatism, and still more reoir- 
rencef of it, due to Uie use of acid fruit* 1 have consequently beeo 
surprised to observe the free ustf of lemon jiiice recommended in the 
treatment of tliis disen'^e. It is certainly one of the last thins-* which 
my own exj)erience would lead me to have recourse to. Con^^iflerable 
attention to rheumatism warrants me in recommend in i;. a«; far b -Ibre all 
Other remedial means, the large and repeated use of opium, coicbicu'Ti 
bcincr used in ihe luicrvals to facilitate the elitnmation of superabuodant 
urtc acid. — Ltonut, 

* 

AMENORRHOSA [>j 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Jova naL 

Sir,»At the time I read the case of obstructed menstruation recorded 
im page 492 of the last volume, hy Dr. Weir, of E^wardsville, 111., 1 
purposed to contribute my mite in answer to some of his queries, and 
Wve ooly delayed that 1 migbt assure myself in regard to the history of 
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a fonner patient of mine, during the last few years. I will now relate 

tlie case in brief. 

March 23, 1846. — Was called to see Miss— — , a young lady aged 
21 years, when Ileamed the following particulars of her past history. 
Up to the axe of about fourteen her health was as good as is usual with 
cbildreO) and she had no serious disease that she rememhers. At about 
diis time, her form changed slightly, and her breasts became somewhat 
enlarged-^— so that her mother, who is a lady of intelligence, expected 
that her menstruation would soon cstabUsh itself regularly — but notwith- 
standing she gave her the usual domestic drinks to iiuliu o that dcsimble 
result, she was disappointed, the health of the daughter failed, and 
the buoyancy of spirits, that had marked her childhood, entirely left her. 
From this time up to the winter of her 2tst year, she remained, in 
form not fully developed, with narrow lii[)s, slim chest, and her l>n^:ist3 
not more full thnn is usual with girls just previous to puberty. Slic was 
pale, but not cliloiotic ; unable to endure exertion, desjiondini; (almost 
gloomy), and unwilling to unite wiili ilie pleasures of her tuuies. Life to 
her was proclaclive of no real pleasure. During these sc v * ii years, she had 
taken nearly all of the reputed eramenagogue medicines, without bene- 
6t, but almost invariably waft injured by them. In the month of Feb- 
ruary previous to my being called, she had visited a neighboring town, 
where a physician kindly supplied her with tincture of cantbarides, blue 
pills, tincture ofguaiac., and pills of iron and myrrh. A sufficient quan- 
tity of these prciduced dysuria, congestion of the cephalic vessels, tur- 
gidity of countenance, and withal, severe uterine pains, but no secretion 
(apparent) of the menstrual fluid. At my visit on the 2^ of March, 
these derangements had continued for several days, and were on the in- 
crease. On the first of April, she had recovered from the violence of 
the (leranorincnts, hut then her lips and hands had assumed a blur ap- 
pearance, and liard tumors that were somewhat tender had formed around 
the finger-joints and on the back of the hand^, that nearly rendered 
them useless. 

Then, for the first time, I was led to .siipj)ose that the menstrual fluid 
was secreted y and afterwards absorbed and thrown in the blood. From 
the 9th to the 15th of Ai^rii, she had this dark cerulean hue of the lips, 
cheeks and hands, when 1 bled her freely, and it passed away. I now 
endeavored to louse the patient to a more healthy and active vitality, 
giving her an infuskm of tne acts raceroosa, pills or the oxide of silver 
and extract of cicuta — and also the iodo-hyarargyrate of potassium as 
recommended by Dr. Channing — with such sligtit modifications as weiQ 
at times demanded. For four or Bve months, and at nearly regular inter- 
vals, there would appear cerebral engorgements, and the bhie tinge as 
described above ; and each month bleeding, and bleeding only, would 
give rolief AH this time the general health was improving, spirits be- 
comin;^^ more'buovant, and iIh' '^ystori ht^mmtng more fully developed ; 
still there was no vaginal disciiarge, and no (ieposit in tlie cavity of the 
uterus. I could not learn how the menstrual fluid mitred the circuhition, 
or where it was secreted, if secreted it was. The ovaries w ere not swol 
lea ur tender, neither was tiie uterus enlarged in a perceptible degree. 
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Tlie sn^ke-root, silver and iodine were coniiuued until the healtti be- 
came nuicli belter than the patient had enjoyed for years, when they 
were discoiUiiuicd, and the monthlv venesct" lions were no lon^e* de- 
mandetl ; yet it was not until tin- autumn of 1847, that the m 'nse?, pri?- 
sented themselves per via naiuraii, to the ^at joy of tlie Ion,' and pa- 
tient sufferer. Since tlien, nothing unusual has occurred ; the patieiti hsb 
married, and has borne one child. 

True, this b by no means a parallel ease to that of Dr* Weir, but il 
inajsenre as an answer to bis seeomi inquiry of, " Does the catanMoiil 
secretion go on, and is it abeorbed by the womb and it may tb 
serve as a caution apinst a too meddlesome coarse of treatment; mdi^ 
doce a greater reliance upon the vital powers of the system to repair 
derangements, if there are no apparent obstacles to a favorable result 

KespectfuUy, C* H. CLCATBLiim. 

' Waiarbury, Vt^ March ^I8th, 1651. 



NOTES FOE A HEtfOia ON THB PATHOLOGY OF DBNTO-NEORALCIA. 

IJY A. C. CASTLE, 
iromniimtcated Cor the Uotiton Medical and Surgical Jouroal.] 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal having, on a former occaiioB, 
been the mecfium for publishing, to the medical reading public, 
" notes for a memoir on the patliology of the teeth," with the editors 
permission I will continue the subjecl, in the followinii; chnptei-s upon ih*^ 
special dental pathology in conneriion with the fidh and sevenlii pau^ 
of nerves, the tenth pair and cervical nerves inchi-tve ; to which I shall 
also add tlie practical modes to he adopted for thi ir burcessful irealnient 
, Of the numerous scieniifn; Milxlivi^jions, into which general pathologr, 
etiology. Sec, have been separated, none of them have escap^ svnh less 
observation, or met with less investigation, than have llic special pa- 
tliologies of the organs of the ear and the dental organs, wkh ibe nuM 
find obscure peculiar phenomena presented in complicated dento-oeonl- 
gic afiections. This is not at all surpriung, if we for a moment ooo- 
template, by what slow and uncertain stages tbe march of inimoveBiai 
in the more demonstrable arts and sciences has proceeded. How mudi 
has been seemingly owing to the mere chance of an idea, rather dm 
to a well-directed investigation. Hovr rarely a nuMer has arisen to em- 
body into simple formulas the often complicated processes and obscure 
doctrines of those who have preceded him. How, then, shall we be 
surprised at the still slower pmress of diving into, and divining, the oc- 
cult causes of di'^ease ? Ilir iMuited knowledge heretofore possessed, 
and the himted aincuDi of iiifoi luation hitherto advanced ujkmi neurdlgic 
disease, its cause, its nature, and the treatment indicated therein ; ll)« 
ever-recurring attempts, with a few faint glimmering views, to explain 
tlie principles, without the possession of a single fact for a bas*"Iess fabnc 
of a theory as to the real nature of the morbid lesions, or an idea of tbe 
remote and esiciting causes superinducing the various forms aadcofli- 
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plications of neuralgic affections ; these, so far from dirowing any light 
opoD tins interesting subject, or afibnfiiig any wdght or consideration 
ht our goirerament, by which meesures to their treatment Ibr their cure 
am 10 be adapted, and which we ha?e a rii;itt to expect, have, on the 
contruy, rather tended to render the pathology of neuralgic affections 
sttU more obacure, and, in common with phthisis and other chronic affec- 
tioiis or diseases, added to the opprobrium upon medical science. It is 
tnie, that anatomical, patholoffieal and physiological science have been 
long sealously engaged in the investigation and elucidation of these affec- 
tions ; but, unhappily for the sufferer, and unfortunately lor the medical 
and dentistical pmrr-^sions, the rp^enrrh has thus far bidden defiance to all 
the efforts and pallioioLT'^'al sriciu e of the medical philosopher. Piolia- 
bly therr an' fow cases nici wilii by the luedical practitioner, or, if any, 
that occasion so raucli j)erplexity, or cau^e so n»uch mortification, as do 
these derangements of llie nervous system, classed under the general and 
«ol very precise term of neuralgic affections. 

It is with the view of adding to the not very extensive stock of infinv 
nation at present in the possession of the medical profession, on this 
subject, that I offer these remarks. It is the object of these papers to 
stand the test of scnitinj, and to o^r a levl that the ohservatkms of 
my professional brethren may be brought with me to bear out die troths 
to which 1 now call their attention, and by their attention to explain still 
further many facts regarding dento-neural|^ disease ; cherishing the hope 
that the pathological descriptions, deductions, illustratbns and cases 
which in the course of my " notes " I shall detail, will not be found 
either unacceptable, uninteresting or uninstructrve. It is mtirb to be re- 
gretted that in the United Slates, than which no other coimtry u{X)n 
the face of the globe, offers so many excellent opjx>rtunities, or facilities 
so pre-ctninent, such advantages should be neglected for studying and 
demonsirdiing dental disease, disorganization, and the many remote 
syrapioinatic and sympathetic affections and constitutional irritations 
dependent upon and superinduced by the abnormal condition of the 
dental system. Much might have been done in unravelling the hid- 
den mysteries or causes of dento^euralgia, m its idiopathic character, 
by the numerous dental practitioners crowding every city and filling 
every village nook on this wide-spread continent. If this tnformatbn, 
so devoutly to be wished for, has not been attained, the reason or 
the truth must be told, it is because so few dentists have received 
a medical education, and so many are without education (in the broad 
sense of the term) altogether. We find all sorts of artizans, who, una- 
ble to succeed in their leoliimate trades, as a demif r resort take up 
dentistry." We admit t!int mnny of them, particularly jewellers and 
machinists, make excellent tmchanirnl rfe?} fists, perhaps iht' best to be 
found on ihe face of the earth. Indeed, we know of one or two who 
have arrived at eminence, who commenced thirly-iiv ' years ago with 
filling teeth, and have never done any thing else, and know nothing 
else but the art of filling teeth. Yet they possess the confidence of the 
community as doctors of dental lur^ery, and are consulted, and widi 
profeasioDal confidence give their opinion upon dento-mrgary and dental 
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diseases. The medical educated dentist, on the contiaty, is, singular to 
say, apt to run into the other extreme, and view the teeth as mechanicil 
loreign liodies only, and lor a time, till aroused, treats them mecbanicaily, 
even to &i]gillaceous tooth-scrapers"! and ''floss silk renovators"! 
The medical profession justly complain of tliat portion of the clergy 
who furnish evrry mountebank ctiarlatan with certificates for d'lsem's 
cured, \\ hi( h liad no otlior existence than in ihtAr ov\ n morbid fmiriei. 
So may iliv fdurated medical dentist romplain liiat medical nieu irtom- 
mend dentists to llieir patieni^;, who are calculated only to carry out ibe 
axiom — in sutor ultra crvpidam. 1 repeat, that it is much 1o be rei^rpt- 
ted ili.iL uliilsl in the United States the mechanical dentist far surpasiis 
die skill of other countries, we are so far outstripped by iheui in ac- 
curate dental anatomists, as well as being distinguished for their phy- 
siological and dental pathological attainments. It is true ibat io toe 
Baltimore College of Dental Surgery, under the auspices of the diatiii* 
guished Professor — ("hapin A, Harris, M.D.— as well as several other 
schools germing into existence in other parts of the Union, we have t 
bn<^]uer ray of dental education illumining the horizon of dental sdenoSi 
^iosologists have classified neuralgic affections according to those 
nerves supposed to be the seat of j)aiii : thus the neuralgia facialu^ik 
♦* tic douleureux," " tic convulsif" of the French, refers to the infra-orliital 
nerve of the cfieek (which — it will be borne in mind — first ^iv*»<; off t- 
anterior nerves to the teeth, then emerges from the infra-orbilal lor win : 
anci uives a widely-sprend plexus to the no'^e miiseles and lips) ; rtrjircina 
poinds — the ischias nervosum, or ])aln in the branches of the great sci- 
atic nerve, and so on. In contra -distinction to this mode of classifica- 
tion, / have nnmtd the affection, in this instance, from its proiimaU 
cause, thai peculiar irritation of the nerves and ncn aiu mtmbranu, and 
iftc morM or excited state of nervous fluid infused ( if you please ) into, 
or acted upon fly the dueated bony strueture, whUe pruned mto or in* 
^eirnng the cttptSktry tuMi of the tee^. If proofe be required tht 
this irritation can and does exbt in the dental system, the Almigb^ 
has blessed us with organs of vision Ibr every nmn to see and judge for 
himself. As soon as this morbid dento-nervous irritation has partialij 
developed or fully established itself in its own locality, it b synYpionwli* 
cally or sympathetically extended to other and remote parts of the sys- 
tem, either acute or subacute in its character. This may be recognized 
one of thf rriost essential rules of diatrnosis of those rheums and other attf5 
without any apparent cause. d«'pendent upon, and from a source where 
all the mischief has not only been entirely overlooked, but never even 
dreamed of in tlie " pliilosophy " of the medical attendant, and still 
much less known to the dental practitioner ! In innumerable cases 
which I could cite, the patients have been subjected to llie most harass- 
ing treatments — narcotics, stimulants, sedatives, irritants and cotinlrt^ 
irritants, nervines, carbonates, acids, preparations of iron, arsenic, row* 
cury, bleeding, cupping, leeching— drastic, alterative and aperient medi- 
cines—cold baths, warm baths, electricity, the knife and division of At 
Then hom<eopath]r, hydropathy, the water-cure— then ma*- 
n and numerous other wms, clairvoyance inclusive, with all the kin- 
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died "acieoces" (excepting microscopy), have stepped m; and if the 
wretched suflfeier has been enabled to ootlive all these dreadful assaults, 

it has only been to ank into faopt^Iess melancholy, the bitter resignation 
of despair. In th^e cases the whoU; inystcry of tlie disease has been 
ontin )y overlooked, and the tortured individual has been accidentally ! re- 
lieved from all his troubles and from all his pains by those simple instru* 

menLs, ilic d(Mitist*s forceps or the extracting key. Now it is a fact as 
important and niolnnrlioly as it is notorious, tliat the mass of medical 
praclitiouers ueviT ihmk of examining the teeth of ilieir patirtif^. He- 
reditary predisposition, wounds, bruises, pregnancy, mental exciiement, 
malaria, sulx:utaneoiu> tubercles, irritation of the membranes of the spi- 
nal cord, concretions in the substance of the nerves, all sorts of causes 
are sout^ht after ; but when do vvc hear of a physician seekinu (or the 
origin of this affection in the teeth ? where, five times out ol' ten, it 
may be found. 

It will be necessary, so that the reader may better comprehend tlie 
solject of dentOHneuralgia, to refer briefly to the anatomy and pathology 
of the teeth, and I may be permitted to repeat a former observation— 
that if multiplicity of teachers, boldness of speculatbn, and profundity 

of theory, were aU that are necessary to illuminate any subject so that 
the simplest understanding might comprehend it, dental pathology, in 
all its aspects, should stand as clearly revealed as the sun in |he hea-. 

rens. But unfortunately, a multitude of words does not always enlarge 
the hnimdnrif's of knowlodgo ; and abstract theories, however ingcniious, 
are rarely more sul»st;inlial than the pasteboard arrliilecture of our child- 
hood ; and vvriti 15, generally, have been itioir learned than acciuale, 
more in'/cnious than practical. They have almosi altogether oveilofjk- 
^ comniul ioiial peculiarities ; and wisilst they have jjonc on analyzing 
the leelli, sviili the greatest patieiu-c, elahoiaiiun anil iiigeuuily, ihcy 
have left out of view the true paUiology of the teeth and the etfects of 
peculiar constitutional diathesis, as well as the effects of mechanical and 
eitemal agents upon these organs. 

These are not the only great , errois or oversight, thus expressed in 
broad and general tenns, that have characterized dental literature. Thus 
we hllve had an inexplicable or unmeaning pathology, based upon ab- 
stract speculations, without any explanation of conditions in tiie dental 
family, so marked and adverse, diat whilst one individual is enabled to 
triturate glass with impunity, another is subjected to excruciating agony 
from the mere touch of a quill tootli-pick. 

1 therefore claim, nnd here, in llie Boston Medir;il and Surgical Jour- 
nal, would record my rii^/ii lo the priority of discovering; and descrihing 
(lento-neuraJgic disease. Some six years since a few hints and rases were 
recorded by tne in tlie I^ndon Lancet. 1 ask the insertion of this pa- 
ragraph, Ix'cause the dental is contra-distin^fMislied from the medical 
profession, in the ^ niple fact thuL it is aa extra-learncd profession. A 
medical educated man reads and acknowledges an original liint \ a den- 
tist never does* 

I have m vain consulted medical and medico-dental works upon den- 
to-neuralgic actions. Harris's Dictioiiarjr of Dental Science gives, 
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from the autbor^s deep research amongst his most extensive Itbiarjr, the 
ebief opinions of different writeis on what the P hifea s o r tenns odhxilil* 
gin. Mr. Thomas Bell says — ^ It not milrequently happens that pim 
the most remote become the apparent seat of pain fiom the expoHie 
of the nerve of a tooth." Mr. Bell throws no more light npon tbesab- 
ject ; and then we have the diagnostic mark of an exposed nerve. Dr. 
:Good says that neuralgia is often an idiopathic aroction, dependent 
opon a peculiar irritation fiom a cause we cannot easily trace.'' ^'Jkt," 
continues Dr. G., " it is more frequently a disease of sympathy pro- 
duced by pregnancy or chronic rheumatism, or acrimony m the 'Sto- 
mach." Dr. Wood refers to odontalgic aMections, or dento-neuraigia, 
hut only where the disease is marked hy pain in the teeth. My old 
iri* iifi. Dr. Thomas E. Bond, Professor oi Special Pailiolofry and Thm- 
peuiics in the Baltimore Collci^e of Dental Surgeons, in his recenily- 
puhlished " Treatise on Dental Medicine as connected with the Siudy of 
Dental Surgery, A. D. 1851 " (a hook, by-thc-hye. that should be in 
everybody's hands), under the head of neuralgia pertinently remaHo— 
** 'i*ne terra neuralgia is not precise^but it is sufficient for pnctical di^ 
tinction." *^ It is not certain whether the seat of the disease is ia the 
tuurilemma or in the nervous pulp." [?) Dr. Bond says, In bet ibe 
ultimate nature of the nerves is too little known to permit us to hazard n 
opinion upon the subject." He then remarks, with mtich truth— It wiB 
be perceived at once that the dentist roust often he called upon lo dis- 
icriminate between this disease and ordinary toothache, and unless he be 
properly informed upon these subjects, he may add to the terrible suff^r- 
intrs of his too confident patient. ' " In mo«;t cases the neuralgia of the 
nerves of the jaw," he continues, *' it first mistaken for tooihacbe, 
and frequently ignorant dentists have estnicted tooth after tooth, and 
have at last relinquished the patient to his a'jjgravated sulfering." " Frora 
toolhaclie depeiKiinii; upon exposed nerves, it niRV be (fiosntosed by the 
evident centralizing of the pain in a certain tooih, by the aggravation 
of it when the tooth in fault is touched, and by the jxisilive evidence of 
a cavity in the tooth, with an exquisitely-sensitive pulp exposed.** Dr. 
Bond then traly remarks, that " we must not expect philosophical defi* 
nitxNis in roedbtne.'* He requires iacts* 

* These are all the facts to he gleaned on this subject, with the ail' 
dition of one or two published extraordinary cases of neuralgia cani 
fay the extraction of a tooth ! 

It will be my endeavor to show the true pathology and symntons 
of this distressing complaint* I offer tliese remarks to the medical pro- 
fession with great deference, in the hope that my unpretending " note^ " 
may he accepted as a sli<4ht contribution towards a more accur.Jt'? pa- 
thology on this hranch nf nenralijic dhcn^o : thnt tlirv may be of soni^' 
value in assistinj; the diagnosis of the iindK ;il ]i! ;i! ifiioner. The be- 
lief that the medical practitioner will award justice to my in narks, has had 
especial influence upon my mind in offering these notes, and expending 
considerable money for their illustration. For I may be penuitled lo 
say, that 1 have seen enough to convince me that instances often occur 
JB practice, in which the medical attendants have been placed in a iiatlMt 
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uncomfortable predicameDt, in consequence either of tlie want of 
infonnation, or toe cootfliDpt of a matter which he may very erroneously 
faafe beeo in the habit of regarding 89 beneath hb careful atteotioii 
6r notice. 



fRAUHATIC AND IDIOPATHIC TETANUS. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Jonr^ial. 

Dear Sir, — I forward, for your perusal, a few notes on cases of "Trau- 
matic and Idiopathic " Tetanus, which have fallen under my particular 
attention, with some remarks upon the same, hoping they may prove 
mtcreslin«i; tu your readers. 

Tiie fact of a singular and as yel unaccountable local tendency to this 
disease, existing on this end of Long Island, early forced itself upon my 
notice. Such is the predisposition to tetanus,*' that the most triviu 
wouody and apparently wortoy the application only of a piece of court 
plaster/* or at most a poultice, excites here the most anxious apprehen- 
MDS, and becomes the subject in many cases of painful surgical inter- 
ference. Nor is this peculiarity confined to the human family; but 
sheep, swine and horses are equally susceptible to the influence. I am 
assured by farmers, they lose more young horses fiom this cause alone, 
during the emasculating process, than all others combined. This local 
tendency is no new idea, for in " Prime's History of lx)ng Island " the 
same fact is recorded. Various rauses have been assigned, but they ap» 
pear so hypothetical as to be entitled to little notice. 

Every case of lock jaw" that has fallen under my observation, has 
been directly airributable to imprudent exposure to a cold, and In no 
case, however severe or of whatever character the wound, lias any rcarlul 
symptoiiis supervened a proper care to exclude the atmosphere from 
wounds until healed; but from neglect of this, I have witnessed severe 
and &tni eases result from a splinter thrust beneath the nail, a slight con- 
tusion of the finger, and from a simple abrasion of the skin of the hand. 
Bfeedeis of hones have informed roe that " wkUe fiott often caused 
lock jaw and they are particuhuly vigilant not to albw a tired hoise 
to remain exposed, or cdts to eat the grass while the fiost was upon it 
The " rationale " is apparent. 

That cold is an exciting cause, is also proved by the medical reports of 
army surgeons. '^Thus it is stated that after the battle of Muskau, in 
midst of great heats, very few of the French tix)ops were affected 
with tftanus; whereas those who were wonnHod in the battle of Dresden, 
when tlie weather was cold and wetj were decimated by this complaint.'* 
For the proximate cause of death, I am unable to account, but do not 
believe, as is generally supposed, it is attributable to the nerves of the 
Jieart becoming implicated. 

I have not been able to anticipate the ternunaliou, from tiio nature of 
tile symptoms. Spasms that would require several men to con6nc the 
patient to the bed, nave terminated iavorably ; when a case attended with 
spasms 80 mild as to be scarce appreciable^have died when the physician 
was full of hope. 
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The treatment of tetanus is a mortifying subject, and where all reme' 
dies are apt to fa&t I am cfiffident m reconmieiidiDg any. The aphorim 
of Hipimcnites is true at the present day — ^'Tetanus, supervening upoo 
a wound, is fatal " — notwithstanding there is an occasional excephoa. 
Any cause exciting the nervous system, aggravates the symptoms, as the 
sympathy of anxious friends, or the presence of weeping relatives. ]f 
the disease is tmuniatic, interference with the wound after the symptooi 
have manifested themselves is mischievous, except the case is impentivei 
I have been contoit with applying anodyne fomentations to the wound; 
and if the injury is in the hand or foot, occasionally placing it in a warn 
hnth. Chloroform, in my experience, possesses this iniportnnt lidvao* 
tage : — when the act ol dp«j;Uuition produces such severe spasms that an 
abandonment of all food and niedieiiK; seems inevitable, the exhibition of 
this invaluahle reincfly, for the time being, overcomes our grealesl ob- 
stacle. A frequent resort to it, however, impairs tlie nervous eDei;giesof 
the system. 

There is manifested a remarkable insusceptibility, in this disease, (otbe 
action of medicinal agents, directed to the nervous system, loordiiiili 
doses of opium, nxM'phine, hydrocyanic acid, brandy, wine, be, htn 
been uken without any apprent efiect* I liave adroinistejned one dnehn 
of tinct. opii every hour, lor eight consecutive hours, without any symp* 
loms of narcotism. The same peculiarity is observable, also, m regan 
to galvantsin. A current of the fluid iltat agitated a strong man, madeno 
impression on a boy of 14 with this disease. Bloodletting I have aban- 
doned ; it apparently hastened the termination. When recovery takes 
place, it is never from a sudden ameliomtion of all the severe synipioim, 
but n <iradual wearing away of the disease — tlie intervals between th* 
paroxysms increasing until tlie body rt«;ovei"s its normal condition. 

These reinaiks liave l)een made from the observation of eleven cases. 
Several other cases have presented themselves in the vicinity, of the treat- 
ment of which 1 am ignoianl. Ol these case^, three have recovered 
Tlie first of these, however, presented some peculiarities on the second 
day, which somewhat impaired our confidence in the diagnosis. Hk 
consultatbn was unanimous in the opinkm of traumatic tetanus;" 
but the character of the spasms at times became so capricious as to 
semble somewhat hysteria. The recovery took (4ac^ in two wedO) 
with a gradual wearing away of the spasms. The wound took oa op 
healing actum until the entire cessation of the paroxysms. 

The second successful case was a boy who run the tail of a " lio»e 
shoe " into his foot. His jaws were fixed, the muscles of back, neck and 
abdomen har(^, even to resonance. Treated with half drachm dost'><^f 
laudanum and turpentine every hour until strangtiry, together with lu^ 
pentine liniment to spine. On the second day the jaws relaxed — he was 
able to bend his body easily — no spasms had set in, and he rapid!/ 
recovered. 

'I'he third case was an Irish boy, asjed five years, — w ound from a 
splinter beneath the toenail. Spasms frequent, hut mild; jaws fixed; 
muscles of face contrai ted and drawn down, presenting the expression, 
**ri8U8 aatdouieus." Muscka of back rigid and unable to bend. Fff 
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sev{ ra! days previous to the devokjpmont of tliesc symptoms, his face at 
times presented an unnatural and semi-idiotic exjirossion. His mother 
threatened to punish him for making faces at her, as she supposed. 
Treated with large doses of Dover's powders and quinine. R. Pnlv* 
Dov. gis. zxv. ; sulph. quinine, grs. xv.; 4 powders. One administered 
evef}' four hours, and a dracbro of turpentine mtermediate hours. Tui^ 
pentme liniment to spine. Recovery took j^lace in ten days. 

A few wedcs since, a ease presented itself in consultation, which 
closely approximated tetanus. It resulted from a contusion in the palm 
of the hand. Fear of iock-jaw bad induced him to have it opmd* 
Forty-eight hours afterwards the wound had become painful, he was 
seiz^^fl with a spasm ; jaws fixed for a f<nv minutes ; muscles of tlio neck 
semi-ri^'id and painful ; tonHornoss on pn^^^nro over the cervical vertebrae. 
The fiand was again opened freely, and bleeding invited by placin<^ in 
warm water. Ton "rains Do v. powder administered, and a tobacco 
poulficp applied to back of the neck. Recovered without a return of 
spasm. 

Such is the nervous excitement following a punctured wound, that 
whenever the circumstances permit, [ invariably advise a teinporiry 
change of residence. 1 am not possessed of sufficient statistics to draw 
any reliable conclusions as to the beoeBt derived from this course— but 
the efiect upon the mind has been salutary. Horses are generally killed 
as soon as the disease is developed. 1 have known of but one case of 
recoveiy ; the creature was dragged to the manure heap, and there 
coverect, excepting the head, with the warm fermenting manure. Whe- 
ther it wa? the novel vapor-bath or nature that caused his recovery, otiieis 
must decide. Yours tndy, C. S. Stilwell, M.D. 

S<ig Harbor, iV. Y., March 20^, 1851. 
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MeetingB for Medical Imprtwemeni.'-^ne of the great benefits arising 
from districting the State Medical Society of Mafsachoftetts, has been 

the frequency of meetings by the members for medical improvement. The 
Suffolk District Society, numbering some 250 members, hold iheir meet- 
ntj« once* in each month. At ihcpc mr^ctinjrs, pniholo'rim! j;perimens are 
v/i/bited, and reports of the cases given ; wriitcn communications upon 
f»tere.siing" i«ubjecl8 connecled with medicine are rend ; a reiro?pcct of the 
practice of members is presented, including all cases that mny deviate 
rom the usual course and termination. Much disca^sion foHonrs, and 
very nnember has an opportunity of lakinfr part in it, which is attended 
fith the grento5!i benefil to nil concprned. We conceive there ran be no- 
TinfT better lo draw out information from members of the profrsston. com- 
rhinf^ the results of their obFer^'ntion nnd practice, than the freqtienry 
f such meetings; nnd it is sincerely hoped ihnt the inierest which has 
jtiii manifested for the past year in the Suffolk S.tcieiy will lung con- 
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lifiue. So long m it is officered hy geotleiueD who take such )Mj »• 
lerest in its proceedingi, a« do those who have thus hx maoaged it,tliei9 
can be no doubt of its prosperity. 



A Simple Cupping Inatrument. — At th^ Inst meet 1112^ of the Suffolk 
District Medical Society for Medical liii[)ruveinenl, Dr. Goiild exhibited to 
the members a novel instrument for cupping. It was made ftoin a hol- 
low India-rnbber ball. One quite thick and firm being selected for ilie 
purpoee, must be cat in halves, which then forms two complete cups. lBip> 
plying one, all that is necessary is to place the concave snr&oe on ibe 
part to be cupped, and press down the centre to exhaust the air. 
which the fingers may be taken ofl", and the hall will be found lo adhere 
and quite firmly, too, hy means of the vacuum created. For all the «• 
dinary purposes of cupping, this simple contrivance will be found inoti 
eflectual, and priicularly io dry cupping. It has advantages over gba 
cops, either with or without the pump, and the cost of a dosen of then 
would not exceed a dollar ; hosides* there can be no breakage, or liabili^ 
to get out of order, nor is anything required to exhaust the air from Uwo, 
save the pn'-^"-Mre spoken of, when they aro -riiplied. To the country pric* 
tiliouer, who cannot always have leeches at command, this simple aiid 
cheap substitute will be most acceptable. Dr. Gould has not entered it foe 
a patent^ nor do we think he will, but gives it to the profession as ihefc* 
suit of an accidental discovery. It was suggested by a distinguished 
stetrician {present, that the same contrivance on a larger scale might k 
made serviceable in certain cases in extracting the fmtiis, « la Simpm. 



External Application of Diuretics in Dropsy, — As external medicitioi 
is now being made the topic of much discossioo in the medical joumiii 
it is important that its results in private practice should be made kooen. 
Our pages are ever open for practical contributions upon this subject, nd 

wc invite all who hn vp made use of external medication in dropsies, to 
write out the result- lor the Journal, We have tried the remedy in orw 
case, which was perfectly Furces-l il. A lady, aged 45 vears, had for 
some months an increusiug quantity ol lluid accumulating in the abdooi* 
nal cavity, which so distended it» tliat at the time of our first visit she wii 
sofierins: greatly from the pressure. The quantity of urine evacuated, 11 
is usual in such cases, was very scanty. After using the common nvK* 
dies without mm h beiiefii, we were induced to try the eflect of eiteroa! 
medication, which, it affords us much gratification to say, waj: attended 
with the happiest ro."-ulis. Our formula was as follows: — R. Tr. digiiali*> 
tr. scillsB, tr. saponis el opii. aa 3ij«; aqua ammonia, oleum caropborc, 
aa tr. cantharides fort., 3ij. M. This was rubbed freely into dtt 

skin three times a-day. It only recjuired three times the quantity above 
mentioned to be used, before our patient was well. It is now fow 
months since her recovery, and there has been no return of the disei^e; 
our patient is in the enjoyment of even belter health than she ha« expe- 
rjenccd for many years before. It mif^ht not be as effectual n n medy n 
ev»Tv case; but vvc arc inclined to Kplieve, if there be no or<:(inti: diuiiit, 
iu most cases the same resull^s would iullow. At any rale, it i:^ woilhytt 
repeated trials. 
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Seka MeOehud Powders, — ^It was the custom among apothecaries in 
oUen time, to powder their own dra|!8, which then could be depended upon 
bf the pbTsician; but as the demand for such articles increased, laoor* 
safiog roiUs were substituted for the pestle and mortar, and hence the< 

dm<p were sent out to be ground. This innovation in the mode of pow- 
dering would have done very well, if the parties tn whom wero ontrusted 
the care and labor of preparing the drugs had always been coinpLienl and 
honest. The wholesale druggists who send the crude dru^s to mills to be 
powdered, have not always been particular enough in selecting the best 
nateriak for such purpose. There is much rhubarb which is corky and 
worm-eaten in every chest that comes to market. A bale of ipecac, root 
may contain other roots and inert substances. Nevcrihelej^s, these articles 
are sent to be powdered in their ori<i[inal packages. Ifunv selection at all 
has been made in these drugs before sending them to In- powdered, the 
poorer quality was selected for the purpose, while the fair and better por- 
tion was retained for selling in its crude state. And oftentimes it has 
been found that these drugs are extensively adulterated ; so much so, thai 
no dependence could be placed on their activity. We deem it unnecessary 
at this time to enter into the particulars of the method of such adultera- 
tions, or of the extent to which the practice has been carried. Suffice it 
to say, that it has been done, and to a very considerable degree. 

We have lately had an opportunity of examining some samples of pow- 
dersd drugs which came from the celebrated establishment of Messrs. 
Haskell, Merrick Bull, of New York city, and must say, that for the 
beauty of style in which they are put up, together with the evidence of 
their purity, they exceed anything of the kind we have seen. It is not 
long since this enterprisincf firm turned their attention to a nfMv method of 
selection and powdering drugs, and we are happy to learn that the preju- 
dices which they had to contend with in the commencement have been 
entirely overcome. So long as the medicines are iurniahed piire^ and as 
nicely prepared as the samples we have seen, we can assure Messrs. Has- 
kell k Co. that their efibrts will be appreciated by the profession. 

It is our intention, soon, to speak of the qualities of various drugs, and 
of the extent to which they may be adulterated, when it will be our plea- 
sure to allude more particuhirly to the merits of the select powders above 
referred to. 



Prophylactic Trealmcyif of Puerprral Fever. — Dr. J. P. Mettauer, of 
Virginia, valuable communications Irom whom have formerly at diflfercnt 
times been communicated to this Journal, describes, in the Charleston 
Medical Journal, a prophylactic course of treatment adopted by him in 
uerpecal cases. He speaks first of "purging in a few hours after de* 
very,** hj the following cathartic R. Aloes socot.,gr. vij. ; scam, alep., 
gr. V. ; calomel, gr. viii.; ipecacuanha, gr. j. ; water, s. q. Make the 
mass into four or five pills for a dose. 2d. '* Fur-jing more remotely after 
delivery," by the following — R. Aloes ?ocot., jalup rad. pulv., aa gr. viij. ; 
colocynth. pulv., gr. iij. ; water q. s. Make into three or four pills. From 
one to three to be taken at a lime. Or, R. Aloes socol., gr. ij. ^ jalap pulv., 
gr. iij. ; rhei pulv., gr. iv. ; ipecacuanha, er. j. ; water a. Make two 
or three for one doee. 3d. rurgtng in all cases after delivery.*' Under 
this head he remarks— 
*' This has beea my custom for many years, believing that women are 
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more or less predisposed to puerpernl peritonitis and fever, in every case 
after parturition. In livelve hours nficr dplivcrv I inrariablv order a ca- 
tharlic, mil.l nr otherwise, no inaiier how favorably sitiialcd the cas^e may 
be; and I believe that many cases, nay, I might with propriety say all, 
have been benefited by the practice more er less. I think it verypnUilt 
that attacka of fever have been warded off by it, when a prediaposiiioD to 
the disease was not suspected. Certainly the practice greatly ameliorai « 
the condition of the breasts durincr the sellins^ in and early periods of lac- 
tation. It ai^o guards parienfs nc^ainf^t certain riitnnoous and other irri'ii' 
tions frequently consequent upon parturition, I have little doubt thai it has 
prevented phlegmatia dolens in many instances; and I am led lo ihi? con- 
clusion, from the fact, that no cases of this painful disease have occurred in 
my practice since it was adopted. Patients, however, are often Qn«illiiij( 
to submit to it after delivery, when, as they expres^s it, they *feel sowelL' 
And. in some cases, females entertain such a horror for medicine, that tbef 
will iui ur the danger of an attack of puerperal fever, rather than coDNDt 
to take a cathartic, when they do not feel really sick." 



Ma$sachusctis Mediral Socufy — List of Delegates to the Ameriettn MM- 
ical Association. — The subscriber hereby gives notice that, accordintr to the 
npw by-laws of the Massachusetts Mediral Society, the "^ri^ '' inceiin? 
of llie Counsellors will be held at Worcester, on the diiv preceding \y. iti- 
nuul meclinij of the Society. Uaiy ihcise persons will be Counsellors wiio 
have been chosen such l y the various District Societies rince Me » 
nual meeting of ike Society, It is earnestly requested that all the loai 
Secretaries will 2:1 ve immediate notice of election, in the various districts, 
not niorely of the Counsellors, but of all the officers of the Societies anJ 
of dele^-ates to the American Mndiral Asso<-iation. In regard to the latif: 
class, there seems to be some (l(iul)t as to lUc officer who should i^snetb* 
credentials. Untloubiedly, a letter froui the Secretary of a Di^lricl Society 
would be a suflicient voucher; but ai the tiiggeslion of various persons, tk 
subjtcriber has had a circular prepared, in the name of the Parent S8ci«ty. 
which he will forward to all whose names may be officially forwarded v 
him. by the local Secretaries, as havinqr been elected delegates. 

Up to the present time, only the follouinpr names have been rereiveda? 
those of j)ersons appointed lo attend the meeting ol the AssocialioQ, whk^ 
is to be held on tlie llrst Tuesday in May. at Charle'^ton. S. C 

Middlesex South l)is/rict. — Drs. H. Adams, Waliliaiij ; L. V. Cell, Soc- 
ervtlle; T. Wellington, West Cambridge; 0, Everett, Sherburne ; J> S- 
Hurd, Charlestown. 

Sufol/^ DIsfrlcf.—Drs. Z. H. Adams, James Ayer, W. E. Coale.J.C 
Dallon, J. B. Forsyth, G. H. Gay, C. Gordon, J. B. Gre^rerson, Geo. Hay- 
ward, O. W. Ho1tne>, .T. Homans, H. B. Inche?, J. JeflVies, G. S Jon«. 
G. H. Lyman. W. W. IMurland, M. S. Perry, E. Reynolds, G. C. Sljaiiud. 
Jr., John Ware, John C. Warren. 

April 3, 1S51. He.nky I. Bowditgh, Rec, See. Mass, Med. Soc 



CoUfge of Physicians and St/rgeons, New York. — ^The following it* 
count of the late Commencement at this institution is from the last Ruailtf 
of the New York Medical Gazette. 

"The Annual Conimencemcnt of this venerable Institution was beld<» 
the 13ih inst. in the College Hall. 
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«*The Trastoes and Faculty were seated on the platfonn, when pnyer 

was oflTercd by Rev. Dr. Anthon, after which Dr. Alexander H. Sievena, 
President of the Faculty, proceeded to confer the degree of M.D, upon 66 
young (Tcntlemen out of a class of 230, a greater number than were ever 
before matriculated here. 

" The address to the graduates was then delivered by Dr. Thomas CocW, 
the Vice President, counselling; the class in reference to their general de- 
portment in the commantty, and their demeanor to their patients, and to 
their professional brethren. He reminded them of the kindly relations 
henceforth existing between them and their Alma Mater, and expressed an 
afffctionale interest in tlicir future success and usefulness. 

" Prayer was n^ain otfercd by the Kev. Dr. Knox, in which appropriate 
Hliu>u)n was made to the severe nfllirtion of a member of the Faculty, Dr. 
Beck, whose iline&is prevented his presence on the occasion. The exer- 
cises then concluded by the apnstolic henediciinn. 

**The attendance was large, crowding the Hall to its utQiost capacity, a 
^st proportion of the audience being ladies. The latin formulary was 
ij?ed by the President in conferring the degree?, prior to which the Hippo- 
;ratic ontli was repeated, and assent given thereto by the candidates. The 
:eremoQies throughout were dignified, as best befitted the occasion.'* 



The Philaddphia College of Phytidang has appointed the follo^n^ 
lamed Fellows to represent it at the next meeting of the American Medi- 
'al Association, to be held in Charleston, S. C. on the first Tuesday of 
Vfnv next: — Drs. G. B. Wood. G. Emerson, G. W. Norris, D. F. Condie, 
. Hays. J. R. Paul, W. Pepper, J. Carson, W. B. Pa^e, F. O. Smith, 
iV. S. W. Kuscbenberger, J. Neillj and Casper Morris. — Medical News, 



Health of Londan,'^The following, from the London Lancet of March 
St, «vill show the state of the public health in that metropolis in the latter 

mrt of February. 

" Deaths registered for the week ending Feb. 29, 1213. The only cx- 
mple of a g^rcater mortality at this period occurred in 1847, when the 
eaihs for the week were 1253. The increase i;? most considerable amongst 
ersons of advanced age. Complaints of the respiratory organs have been 
lore than usually active ; bronchitis numbers 119 persons, of whom 86 
reraT children, 40 were persons between fifteen and sixty, and 54 had turn- 
d sixty years of age. Laryngitis and laryngismus stridulus were fatal to 

children and an adult; pleurisy to 8 persons; pneumonia (or inflnmma- 
on of the lungs) to 98, of whom 77 were children; asthma to 32; and 
Lhcr diseases of the lungs, exclusive of phthisis, to 12. Amongst those 
i^ases of a tubercular character, which are mostly confined to children, 
ibes meaenterica was fatal in 13 cases, and hydrocephalus in 22* Deaths 
"om zymotic or epidemic diseases, 906, which is near the usual number. 
mall*pox now shows a tendency to become less fatal. Hooping-cough 
incronscd, and now predominates nmono- epidemics; 65 children hav- 
»^ died from it in the week, which is considerably more than ilie average, 
'wenly-niue died of measles, 9 of scarlatina, and 8 of croup. Typhus 
as fatal in 35 cui^es, of which 20 occurred in the middle period of life, 
•irtba of 798 boys and 776 girls, in all 1667, were registered. Mean ba« 
»meter for the week, 89*870' in. Mean temperature of the week, 48**6.*' 
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Coroner^ Jjiy««fff.— The fol!owingr, relatinor to a modification of the 
presMit laws respecting inquests on dead bodies, is one of the recommenda- 
tions of the Sanitary CommiMion of Mascachusetts to the Legislature of 

the State :— , ^ , , • / 

"We recommend that the laws for taking inquests upon the view ol 

dead bodies, now imposed upon coroners, be revised. 

**In our judgrneiii, every mailer relating to life, to health and to death, 
should, to some extent, come under the cogniannce of Boards of Health. 
The cause of the death of every person who dies should be fully known to 
them; and in their offices records of inquests upon dead bodies should be 
preserved. These Board?, and pspocially the medical health officers, are 
presumed to be better informed than others in relation to such questions a3 
present themselves in investigations of this kind ; and hence they would 
be able to act more intelligently and correctly. It sometimes happens that 
inquests are held when there is no occasion for them, and annecesmry ex- 
penses are incurred. For the last nine years, this State has paid, for 
coroners* inquests, 96,968 95; and, for the four Inst years, the average 
annual payments have been $1,030 33. This would he avoided, in pnrt. tf 
Boards of Health had some control ov^r the subject, so far as to decide 
when inquests are necessary or expedient. We would sutrs^est. - iiher that 
some members of the local Boards of Health should be authorized aud 
appointed to perform ihe duties now imposed upon coroners, in relatioo lo 
holding inquests, or that the Boards should be consulted on the expe- 
diency of holding such inquests; and that, in all cases, a copy of the ver- 
dict of the jury should be returned to the Board.'* 

American Association for the Admncement of Science. Cincinnati 
Meeting, — From a circular received, wc learn that the next meetinpr of this 
Association will be held at Cincinnati, commencing on Monday, >fay -Sth, 
1851, at 3, P. M., and will continue through the week. The SecreUry 
and a member of the Local Gommiiiee will be in attendance at the Burnet 
House, from Saturday until Monday afternoon, to direct memhera to the 
quarters secured for them. 

Nwrtkem Idtnut, — ^This ably-conducted Journal comes to us io a nev 

form, presenting altogether a much better appearance than heretofore. 
We have had half a mind, several Um^s, to blmo up the printers of ih« 
Lancet, for the imperfect manner in which they have performed their work; 
for some of the numbers received the past year were scarcely reaJabie. 
The form of the work is also changed, being now in a belter shape for 
binding. It is published at Plattsburgh, N. Ym and many of its pages 
are devoted to the important subject of medical jurisprudence. 



London L'lncet. — We are under obligations to Messrs. Redding & Co,, 
S Slate street, for the April number of the American edition of the Lon* 
don Lancet. 



Bidmand fVa,) Medici CoZfejfe.*— The ceremonies of commnoenieat 
of the medical department of Hampden Sidney College took place on Fit- 
day, 14th March, in the presence of a numerous and brilliant assamfalf. 
After the opening prayer by the Rer. Mr. Woodbiidge, Prof. Maupio aa- 
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noonced 26 gentlemen as having pasaed an ezaattoatsoo, rendering them 
wertby of the doctorate, and the degrees were conferred by the Ker. W. 

Green, president of the college. The honorary degree was conferred on 
Edward D. Kernan, Ru-sel! roiirnv, Virginia. Tt wa? then stated thai ihe 
number of candidates lor Ujc i:( K1 medal was live — each one handing in aii 
essay of considerable merit. Two of these, one signed Faustus and the 
other Stethoscope, evinced such equal claims for reward, that it was found 
difficult to judge between them. The decision, however, was in favor of 
Faustus, whose real name proved to be Thomas 6. Miller, of Summerville, 
Tcnn. Dr. Green presented the medal, and addressed the successful can- 
didate in appropriate and moving terms. The proceedings were closed by 
a beaniifn! valedictory on the part ot the facuiiy, delivered by Dr. C. P. 
Johnson. — The Stethoscope, 



Treatment of Chorea by frictions with Chloroform — M. Gassier has pub- 
lished three caaea of chorea enred by the topical application of chloroform. 
The first was that of a child, seven years of age, in whom the disease 

was caused by frignt. A liniment composed of equal parts of chloroform 
and oil of sweet almonds was rubbed, night and morning, along the course 
of the spine. Froni its^ first oniployment the violejice of the muscular 
movements was moderated, and in six days the paiieiil was cured. 

The {<econd case was that of a boy, twelve years of age, in wliotn the 
disease had appeared two months before as the effect of fright. The spas- 
modic movements were so' violent that he could hold nothing in his hands, 
nor walk without help. At the end of a fortnight, under chloroform fric- 
tions, the disease had disappeared. A relapse, however, occurred, which 

was cured in two days by vl return to the 5JarTie means. 

In a third case, nf five monlhs' standing, the result, also, of frigiit, the 
•vmptorns disaf)peared m seven days under chloroform frictions. — L' Union 



JUIedieal MueeUany*—'l>T. Wm. Turner, of New York city, has petition* 
id the r^egiahtture of the State to pass a law making the use of tiie Ian* 
et in diseases a penal oflence. — Dr. H. G. Clark, City Physician, of Bos- 
on, has been appointed one of the Surgeons of the Massachusetts General 
hospital, ill place of Dr. Geo. Hayward, resigned. 

To CoKRMPOiil>KVT8.— Papers have been leeeived fWm Dt.Otorgo Ilayward, Dr. Edward 
Vmvm, and Ihim tm eld corrcspoodent on " Proressioaal Travel." 



Markibd,— On board U. S. f>u(aie lodcpeodence, Uav of Naples, by Rev. Mr. Barlow, 
laplaai U. 8. Navy, Dr. WilBan R. Bdlard, of New York, to Sigaonnn ADgdina D. Deo, or 



Dir.i», — Dr. James M. Aldt^o, one of llic Associate I'Ii\vir;,iir^ at llio Marine Hospital, Slatcn 
iJaod, or typhus lever.— At his pifuiiatioo, " Isliiigtou,'' ou ILaynu Koundawaj, iit the Parish 
r MadiHMi, Louisiana, oT erysipelas, Dr. J. W. Moiielle, the hisUmMi of the Valley of dM 
nMisiippi.-<-In San Fnanaett, lAr. Jamet Swan, 9f Springfield, MaM., aged S8 yean. 



IJeaihs in Boston — lor the week gmcIIiic Saturday noon, April 5, 81,^ — Males, 28— fmiialef, 63* 
nflammAtion of Ihe bowds, 2— tlisease of the brain, 1 — ron.sumplion, 15— convulsions, 2 — croup, 1 
■dyaenlMy, 1 — dropsy of the brain, 3— erysipelas, i — ^i^phuit fever, b— lypboid fever, 2— scarlet 
vw, 4~long fever, 4— brah f^ver, I— h ooping cough, 3 "diienae of the heart, t-HofiinlUe, b— 
tT.-unn>,ii'nn ofiiir ]\\u<j.,^, ! — lunrmntwe, ^-a w w ile », 4 ' nid QgOt 7 ' "p aiiioBitit, f ewallpaK, 

elhiiig, )—Hiiik(towu, worms, [. 

Unclor b y««r*, S8--betweett 5 and 20 years. 1 1 — between 20 and 40 yrnrs, IG— between 40 and 
> %-enrs. 8 — ovrr '10 years, 8. American^, ^:^t ; forcignen and childfOn «rf f(il«igaeiS, 
The above iucluUc» deaths at the City iusuluttous. 
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Sufdk Dutriet Oedieal Socie/y.— At the Annual Meeting of this Soci- 
ety, held at the Masonic Temple, oti Wednesdaji April 2, 1851, the foi* 
lowing named gentlemen were elected officers of the Society for the en- 

Buing year. 

Presifient, Dr. John Jeffries ; Vine Presidcrit, Dr. Samuel Cnhot, Jr. ; 
Secretary y Dr. Henry W. Wiiliams; Treamirer^ Dr. Charles Gordon; 
Librarian^ Dr. William Edward Coalc ; Committee of Supervision^ Dr. Z. 
B. Adams, Dr. N. B. Shurtleff; Committee for examining Drvgs, Drs. A* 
A. Gould) George Stevens Jones, John Bacon, Jr., E. H. Clarke, H. L 
Bowdttch. Attest, H. W. Wiu.ums, Secretary, 



Annual Commiencemeni of the Baltimore College ef Dental Surgery,^ 

The annual commencement of this prosperous insiilution took place recentlj 
at the New Assciribly Rooms, corner of Hanover and Lombard Slreei?. in 
the presence ol a l.iiire audience of ladies and trentlemcn. The exercises 
were oponod at 11 o'clock, with prayer by the Rev. Dr. PiL^:j;^olt. Dr. 
Thomas E. Bond, Jr. then gave a history of the in:riuuiioti, and was fol- 
lowed by Dr. G. O. Cone, who read the report of the Infirmary attached 
to the College. From it we learn that 1700 ca»es were treated during the 
year, with great success and satisfaction. Dr. W. R. Handy, the Dean 4^ 
the College, stated the authority by which they conferred the decree of 
Doctor of Dental Snrp^ery," when ihc graduate*' were called up in regular 
order, and received iheir diplomas from the hands of Dr. Cbapio A. Harris, 
as follows : — 

Rufus K. Chandler, of Va. ; R, P. Bessant, of N. Carolina ; Wni. J. 
Reese, of Alabama ; J. Randolph Walton, of Md. ; Geo. S. Jones, of Keo- 

tuckv ; Edward H. Howarton, of Va. ; John A. Johns, M.D., of Va. ; Ed- 
ward S. Billups, of Georgia; Loyd T. M'Gill, M.D., of Maryland ; Wil- 
liriTTi S. Brown, of S. Carolina; Thomas W. Bacot, do. ; Richard M. Adair, 
of K imicky ; Ehrick Parinly, of New York r George S. Brelz, cif Pa.; 
Thomas D. Miller, of England; James North, M.D., of Maine; i'raocis 
P. Abbot, do. — Total, 17. 

The Valedictory Address, delivered to the graduating class by Dr. Elea- 
zar Parmlv, of New York, was most creditable for its originality of atvis 
and thought. After a benediction by Dr. Piggott, the audience \v;i> dis- 
missed, very well pleased. The Independent Blues' Band, under Prof. 
Holland, v^ a'- present, and enlivened the everci«es at repeated inter r^U 
p^'rforinin;,^ a number of their fine airs. The commenreinent was hiL'hlv 
gratifying to the friends of the insiilution, which has largely increased m 
popularity and usefulness during; the past year, and now assumes i com* 
manding position among the medical faculty everywhere. 



Testimomal to Dr. R. D, Arndd, of Saoannah^ Geo.— -The Mi nagers 
of the Savannah Hospital presented, in November last, a splendid | iece «f 
plate to Dr. R. D. Arnold. It consists of a handsomely chased oak leaved 
Epsrgne, of elegant design ; a representation of the shepherd tend i^ his 

flack, h'Mri-_^ appropriately introduced at the base. It Honrs the fo owinf 
ins.Tiptmri : " Presented by the Mana;j^crs of the Savannah Hris[ itnl tr» 
Riehrird D. Arnold, Esq., M.D., in testimony of iheir grateful sensi of tin; 
patient fidelity and skill with which he gratuitously served the Ins tution 
as Physician, during an uninterrupted period of fifteen years. IS 0. *I 
was stck, and ye visited me.' ** — Charlnton Journal. 
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CASES OP VESICXJ-VAGINAL FISTULA TREATED Bi OI ERATIOI*. 

BY OKQ. HATWAEP, 
[C«fliBmleM«d Rir the SoMm MndiMl mmI flivgfcal loniwd.} 

Fnc (bUowing cases are all in which I have performed an operadon 
for vesico-\ aginal 6stiila. It was done in every instance by ligature* 
The result has, on the whole, been satisfactory. Anything that is calcu- 
lated to remove this infirmity, or to lessen in the slightest degree the 
suflTeriog^ of the individuals who are afflicted with it, should be made 
kno^vn. 

On this account I propose to state at some lengtli niy exjierience on 
the subject, aiul, at the risk of being tedious, to give in detail the par- 
ticulars of r ;ir h ciise, and the method I pursued with a view of remov- 
ing the difficulty. 

I liad never seen the operation done, till I did it myself, nor could I 
find any description of the mode which others had adopted, that was suffi- 
Diently clear and explicit to be of much service. 1 had, therefore, to take 
such a course as I thought safe, and at the same time likelv to effect 
die object, viz., the closure of the fimre. I do not know that others 
may not have operated precisely in tlie same way ; but if they have, 
I am not aware of it. 

I have reason to be satisfied with the result ; the success of my 
operatkms has, I believe, been much greater than the average. Whe- 
ther this b to be attributed to tlie mode of operating or the favorable na- 
ture of the cases, I shall not undertake to decide. 

T have j)erformed the operation twenty times, but it was done on nine 
pntionts only — one being operated on six tiinr^, another five, two twice, 
and tive once. In three rn<^es the openitlon was entirely surressfnl ; 
in five the patient ohtHincd 'ivaa rrHef, so that (lie urlne.couK! !)'■ nnaiu- 
cd for ii number of li >urs wiliioul ;iiiv ape through the fislnlous open- 
ing ; and in the remaiiiinj^ two, no benefit was derived from it. 

The first operation was pcrfonncd on the lOtli of May, 1639, and 
an account of it was published in August of the same year at Pbiladel* 
pliia, ia the American Journal of Molksal Sciences. Tbb b here re- 
printed ; and those that I have since treated, which sre given in the 
order in which they occurred, are now published lor the first time. 
11 
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Casb I. — (From the American Journal of Medical Sctenco.)^' Kif 
Vetko-^M^^nal Fkhda tueeessfiilUf treated by an O^admu-^ pR. 
ternacural opening between the bladder and vagina, knowa 1 At 
nam of vesicovaginal fistula, is one of tlie moat distressing accid tiio 
which females are liable. Its most common cause is polnictet ilnr, 
in which the head of the child has been allowed to press for a great 
of time on the bladder, wlicii tliat or^jan is distciKled with urine. C -^.^b 
jnoiis inflammation is in this way protkicef! : ^ slough forms, whicl iej»- 
nites ill a few days after delivery, and ihrouL'fi the opening thus vA':. ' 
the urine is destined to pass, in most of the^ie cases, during ti)e : sdue 
«of the patient's miserable existence. 

ThoiFih this is, without doubt, by far the most common cause o Tea- 
co-vaiiiiial fistula, it may occasionally be produced in other wa) . 1; 
may be the result of a careless use of instruments in the dclifeiy / tk 
child ; as when the bladder has been torn by a crotchet ; or it ma; arise 
from an aboeess, a stone in the bladder, or a disease of that organ. 

Whatever may be the cause of the fistula, the consequence is, n tbe 
majority of cases, of the most afflictive kind, not only because ill (be | 
urine passes through this new opening, but because the patient liasoo i 
power of retaining it ; she is rendered miserable by the excoriati( n and ' 
soreness that are thus produced, and loathsome to herself by tht feior 
of the urine. So wretched is the condition of patient': of this clas;, that 
the language which Diefienbach applies to them, can iiardly be tlioughi 
to be exaggerated. " Such unhappy beings," he says, " are forced to 
exclude themselves from society ; the very atmospiuTc surrounding than ' 
is polluted by their presence, and even their children shun them ; ib.i= 
rendered miserable, both luurally and physicnllv, they yield them-elvesi 
prey to apathy j or a pious resiguatiuu uiuiic &aves them from self-<k- 
stnictbn." 

The degree of sufiering, liowever, is not the same in all cases ; die 
difference arises from the part of the bladder in which the fistulous op» 
'bg is situated. When it is high up, the patient has some power of 
tention, but even then the urine escapes through the opening, when anv 
considerable quantity accumulates in the bladder. But if the Gstulaii 
lower down, at the place where it is usually found, about an inch loao 
inch and a half from the opening of the urethra, the retentive power is 
almost if not altogether lost, the urine flowing off as fast as it is deposit* 
ed bv the ureters. 

So great have been the inconvenience and sufferinj; to which pati< iits 
of tliis class have been subjected, that the attention of surgeons has long 
been directed to this formidahle trouble, hut it is not till within the lait 
twenty years that any operalion for its radical cure has been successfully 
performed. It is only ten years since, that Mr. Henry Earl remarked, 
" It must be confessed, tliat under the most favorable circumstances, these 
cases present the greatest obstacles, and are certainly tbe most difficult 
that occur in surgery." He succeeded, however, in perfectly restoring 
three such cases ; in one of which," be says, I performed upwank 
of thirty operations before success crowned my efforts." 

The obstacles to success are numerous and must be apparent The 
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inrrow spttoe in wfaicb the operation is to be perfonned, the disposl- 

.ion of the urine to pass between the lips of the wound, the proximity 
)f tho ureters, the great secretion of mucus by the inner coat of the 
bladder, \^hich is well calculated to interfen; with the union of tlie 
larts, and tiie want of readiness with which mucous surfaces take on nd- 
lesive inflammation, are all very likely to defeat almost any operdUou, 
jowever well it mny be done. 

Several modes have been devised of operating for the radical cure ol 
he vesico-vaginal fistula. Dupuytrcn recommended, where ihu opening 
ivas small, the application of tlie actual cautery ; ia his hands it is said 
K> faa?e occaaiopaUy succeeded, but with other surgeons it has alixMst 
mi&nxAy fiuled. The ofajecdoDS to it are numeioas, and to miud^ 
decisiTe. It is not easily applied ; it is difficult, and sometimes iropossi- 
bi^ to limit its action, and if this be not done, the oriBce is enlarged, in« 
stead of being closed, and the trouble of course aggravated. 

When there is a laceration only of the bladder, without loss of sub- 
Mance, union, it is said, has sometimes been ejected, by keeping a 
catheter in the bladder, and thus preventbg the flow of urine torougb 
the wound. But rases of this kind are rarely so favorable, as they usu- 
ally arise from a sloughing of the origan, followed by a loss of a por- 
tion of ]>arietes. In thr:^e rases it hn<^ been jjreferred to use the liga- 
ture, the edges of the opening bein;L; previously pared. In a few instan- 
ces th'is operation has succeeded ; in many it has failed, and in some 
cases it has been products t- of inflamnintion. wiilch terminated in death. 
For these reasons, as well as because I am not aware tliat the opera- 
tion has ever before been successfully done in this country, 1 shall give 
the hbtory of the case and the mode of operating at some length. 

CMXE.—A married hidy, «Btat. 34, and of gooid health, consulted me 
on account of a Tesico-vaginal 68tda. Fifteen years ago, she was deliv* 
end, by means of instruments, of her first child, which was dead, after hav- 
bg been in labor three days, during all of which time she passed no water. 
About ten days after her delivery an opening formed between the bladder 
and vagina, and since that period she has lost the retentive power of the 
bladder, and all the urine has escaped through the opening, except when a 
catheter has been introduced. Occasionally when in a horizontal pos- 
ture there would he no rsenpe of urine for two or three hours, tliou'^h 
iisuallv there was a continuous flow : biu w Ikmi in an erect position it was 
consnuulv diibbling, causing great inconvemenee and distress. She had 
been ^ Icveu times pregnant since the accident, but hud never cone her 
full period since the birth of her first child. It is not improbable that 
the 6stula might have had some influence in the production of these re- 
peated aboilioDS. 

The only attempts that had been made to relieve her, consisted in the 
introduction of a catheter, which she wore for a considemble length of 
tiroe, and touching the edges of the opening with caustic. NeiSier of 
these means afibrded any relief; of late nothing had been done, and she 
regarded her case as almost hopeless. 

Upon examination, I found the fistula situated from an inch and a 
quuter to an inch and a third behind the urethra, a little on the left side« 



Digitized by 



Cam of Vesico-wigmai FitUda* 



It was not lai'gej barely sufficient to admit the end of my forefinger, and 
sun itinded by a hardened edge, nearly of the consistence of earthy. 
There ^^ as some deirree of morbid scnsibillt} in the lioing membrane of 
the vagina, su thai an (.xaiHiiiatKjn was (jiiUt* jiauiful. 

I told her that an operation lor ilic diiiicnhy had been several limes 
successful ; that it bad more frequently failed, and that in a few instances 
it had been followed by very serious consequences. At the sane tiiue, 
I regarded her case on the whole as a fevonible ooe, and if, aliif 
explanation, she wished (or an operation, I would cheedully vnMat 
it. She at once consented, and it was fixed for the next day hot ooe, 
May lOlh, 1639, when it was perlbnned in the following manner, in the 
presence of my friends Dis. Channing, C. G. Putnam and J. fi. 
Jackson. 

The pataeot was placed on the edge of a table, in the same poeitin 
as In the operation for lithotomy. The parts beinj^ well dllatd, I in- 
troduced a larf^e l>ouc:ie into the uretiira and carried it hnr-V a*; far as the 
fistula. In this way I was able to brin^ the bladder downwardn aci^ 
kMTwards, so tliat the op* ihul; was brouo;ht fairly into view. The im^r 
beinii; tlien taken bv an a> i^t.int, I made a rapid incision with a scalpea 
around lh« fistula, about a line from its edgr-s, and tlien removed the 
whole circumference of the orifice. As soon as the bleeding, whicb waj 
slight, had ceased, 1 dissected up the membrane of the vagina froui tiie 
bladder all around the opening, to the extent of about three lines. TIb 
was done partly with the view of increasing the chance of union, bj 
presenting a larger surface, and partly to prevent the neoessi^ of c» 
rying the needles through the bladder. 1 Chen introduced a nsedk 
about a third of an inch from the edge of the wound, throm^ the meoh 
brane of the vagma and the cellular menibrane beneath, and brought ii 
out at the opposite side at about an equal distance. Before the neede 
was drawn through, a second and a third were introduced in the suae 
way, and these being found sufficient to close the orifice, they werenr 
ried through, and the threads tightly ti^d. Fach tliread was left alxw: 
Uiree inches in length. I should have reni;iik( d thnt I found no diiiiculiv 
in introdtrrinf^ the iicpdlfs by the liand, the tktulous opening haviag beeo 
brouiiht s(j low down and so fairly in view. 

A short silver catheter, constructed for the purpo^' , was then inoo- 
duced into the bladder, and the patient was com t yt d to lIjc bed aod 
laid on her right side, to prevent any urine from coming in contact wiA 
the wound. 1 found her in the evening, eight hours after the opentiair 
quite comibrtaUe. She had had some smarting for two or tfaiee hon^ 
but this was soon gone ; she compkined a little of the catheter ; aB da 
water flowed through it and was received upon cloths. She was (find* 
ed to y ve on thin arrowHrool, milk and water, and a solution of gne 
Arabic. 

In the morning I removed the catheter, lest it might became obstnict- 
ed, and after cleansing replaced it. No water had escaped tfaniugii liie 
wound. The patient had slept some in the nig^t ; her pain ^ 
been slight, and all her sufferings she referred to the instrument. H^'f 
pube was good, and she had no febrile symptoms. She ws» directeii 
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to kem in the same position, to fi?e on the same diet, and take a solu- 
tion 01 salts eaily the next morning. 

She went on perfectly well fat fife days, the catheter beinf removed 
daily. At this time 1 examined her by means of a speculum. I found 

that the stitches were quite fimi, and that the wound had apparently 
healed in its whole extent. Tliere was no oozing of water tl^rouMi it, 
tboutrh slie was then lying on her back, and there was mine in the 
bladder, as it flowed through the cath^^ter as soon as I introduced it. 1 
ihi'Ti rut uway the stitches, which i found by no means easy, as I was 

li 11(1 to bring down the bladder as was done in the operation, lest the 
*^oun(l might be torn open. Tiie stitches, liowever, were at length safely 
removed, and in doing thb I was much indebted to the assistance of my 
Inend Dr. Phitnam. 

A nnaller catheter was now introduced, and the patient pot to bed 
in the same position as helbre. She continued very comfortable for two 
kys, much more so than she had been at any time before, which die 
ittnl)uted to the size of the instrument, i then removed the catheter 
iltogether, and directed her to introdnrp it every three huuis, so as to pre* 
rent any accumulation of urine. This she did till the second night, 
irhen she slept quietly for seven hours, and on waking felt no inconve- 
lience. Twice, also, during this period she passed water by the efibrts 
)f the bladder alone, so thnt the orL'an lind already regainef! in part its ex- 
julsive power, as well as that of retention. She now sal up, introduced 
he instmment less frequently, and was allowed a more generous diet. 

At the end of seventeen days from the operation, I exaniim tl her 
igain ; thr wound was €»ntirely healed and apparently firm, and the sore- 
K'ss nearly gone. I advised her to introduce the catheter two or three 
iines a-day for some w eeks ; and on the following day she returned 
lome by water, a distance of nearly two hundred miles. 

Every thing connected with this case proved more lavorable than I had 
tntictpated. The operation was not ififficult, nor very painful [ it was 
bllowed b^ no bad consequences, and aEbrded complete relief* Perhaps 
be mode, m which it was done, may have contributed something to the 
uecessful result. No violence was done to the parts by drawing down w ith 
looks the 68tulou8 opening, as in the common mode, nor was the bladder 
irounded by carrying the needles through it, which J presume is the usual 
tractice. I do not speak with certainty on this point, for I cannot find 
hat any one has given a precise description of tlie mode in which the opc- 
ation is to !)e pfTfornied. It may be inferred from the following remark 
f Dielfenbach, that he earned the needles through the bladder. " It is 
nough to say," he remarks, " that the operation is always n dangerous 
ne, chiefly on account of the injury done to tlie bladder , the suture 
Iways protlucing more or less inflammation of the edges of the fistulous 
pening, or of tlie surrounding parts. ' iSow it seems to me that in al- 
aost every case in which the ligature would be the proper mode of ope- 
aiittg, the edges of the bladder can be brought in contact, without 
rounding that organ. The chance of adhesion would he much greater, 
nd the danger of mflammation mcomparahly less. By dissecUn| up 
he membrane of the vagma to a considerable extent around the onfice, 
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and canyiog the needles through this at soino distance fiom the edge 
of the wouiid, I cannot doubt that the edges of the bladder, which, of 
course, should be previously pared, may in almost eveiy case be brought 
into close contact. 

This, of course, cannot be done where there is great loss of substance, 
but in such cases the li^nture would not alone be suflk ient. and some at- 
lenipts have recently l i en made to treat them by the plastic metlwd. 
"This operation consisted," says Blandin, "in parini: the edojes of 
the fistulous orifice, and adaptinir o\'er it an oval Hap uei ived iVoju the 
internal surface of the large laUiu. ' Tins operation, according to the 
British and Foreign Medical Review, has been performed with acme 
success by Jolwrt. In one instance, much inconvenience was ex« 
perienced (torn the after growth of hair in the transplanted flap/' 

I have ventured to make these suggestions, wbich 1 do with great 
diffidence, with regard to the mode of operating, because there is no 
case in surgery in which a successful operation gives more complete re> 
lief than in that of vestco-vaginal fistula, or relieves a greater aroouDi 
of wretchedness, and because it is by no means well settled what ts the 
best mode of treating this distressing infirmity. The attention of so 
many enlightened surgeons being now directed to tlin subject, gives rc^asoo 
to hope that an effectual remedy will be found for tiiis deplorable makdj. 

Jioston, June, 1839. 

Case li. — The patient in this case was a married lady, between 130 
and 40 years of age. She came more than 1000 miles, and placed 
herseh under my care in August, 1840. She was the mother of several 
children. Her last labor was protracted ; instruments were used ; the 
bladder was injured, so that extensive toughing took place soon after, 
and all the urine escaped through the preternatural opening. No means 
that had been adopted, had bad the sligbtest e^t m controlling the con- 
tinual flow of water, and the consequence was tbat her limbs, fiooi the up- 
per part of the thighs to the knees, were inflamed, excoriated and exuemdy 
sensitive. Under these circumstances, she made the joumey with the 
greatest difficulty, but so loathsome to her was her condition, that die 
was ready to make any sacrifice, if by so doing she had the least chance 
of relief. 

I found it very diflimlt to make an examination, owing to the exqui- 
site sensibility of the parts. 1 succeeded at Icnfrth, and ascertained 
that a large poriifm of the bladder had sloughed off, so that in fact 
there was no rt c('])iacle for the urine. I told her that 1 considered the 
case very uiiiinxjiable for any operation, and that the prospect of bene- 
fiting her was ahnost hopeless. She replied that her life was a burdea 
to her as it was ; that she would take any chance, however sinall, and 
incur the greatest risk rather than remam in her present condition. 

I did not hesitate, therefore, to operate. With some difficulty I suc- 
ceeded in paring the edges of the bladder, and dissecting up, to a small 
extent, the external covering of that ocgan* Three stitches were passed 
through the outer coat that was raised in tbb way, and the eciges of 
the mtulaweie brought in contact, when the threads were tied. The 
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whole operation was more painful, and the soarings of the patient 
more severe afterwards, than in the preceding case. This was at* 
tribiitable in great measure to the extensive excoriation and consequent 
sensibility of the parts concerned. No unpleasant sympipni, however, 

occurred ; and on examination a few days after the operation, I found 
that union had taken place in the centre, lonvin j^ a fistulous opening on 
each side. The stitches bem<^r loose, were rcinoved. 

The after-treatment, 1 should have rnnarkcd, as to diet, position, and 
inlrotiuclioii of the catheter, was similar to tliat adopted in the case 
of the first patient. After an interval of a month I operated on each 
of these openings, and at the expiraiioii of another month I operated for 
the third time. Something was gained by each operation. The pa- 
tient was then obliged to return home. Her condition was much im* 
proved ; at the same time I was confident more could be gained by fur- 
ther operations. 

She could now retain the urine for two or three hours, and remain in 
an upright positbn and even walk for that length of time without its 
escape. In consequence of tliis power of retention, the excoriation of 
the Umbs ceased almost entirely, and her general health was essentially 

improved. 

She visited me again in the spring of 1842, and made the journey 
with much less inconvenience than on the former visit. 

The fistulous openings had contracted since niy last examination, and 
I was satisfied that further attempts should be made to improve tier 
cuii(]ition. Tliree more operations, therefore, were done in April, May 
and June, 1842. The gain from each was very apparent. The ori- 
fices were diminished ; urine could be retained for a much longer time, 
and the contractile and expulsive power of the bladder was to some ex- 
tent restored. She return^ home in the autunm of the same year, and 
I have not seen her since, nor beard fiom her within the last kw years. 
The latest accounts that I had, were that her improvement had been 
gradual but constant ; the excoriation was gone ; her general health good ; 
that she could walk and ride on horseback without inconvenience, and 
that she bad given birth to one or more children since her return. Her 
condition was entirely changed ; life was no longer burdensome, and she 
was rendered by these operations a happy and useful member of sodety. 

Case Til. — The patient in this case came under my care in Decem- 
li*'r, 1840. ?ho was a yoimg married woman, of 22 years of nnf, and 
the fistula occurred al)out a year before, after her first !;ii>or, which was 
protracted and severe. Her sud'erings at the time 1 saw her were great, 
and her nervous system was very much disturbed. At the same time [ 
was led to think, upon exuiiuiung the part«5, that an operation would af- 
ford her relief. I formed this opinion iVum ilie si'^e and situation of the 
fissure. An operation was accordingly done, and in a manner similar to 
those described in the preceding cases. No untoward symptom occur- 
red ; the urine flowed through the catheter, which was daily removed, 
and after what was thought to be a sufficient length of time, an exami-. 
nation was made. Adhesion seemed to have taken place along the 
whole extent of the fistula, and the stitches were accordingly cut away. 
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On the following day, however, the urine passed freely through the 
fissure, and the opening was as lai^ as before the opentioiu I was 
inclined to think, at the time^ that the removal of the stitches might 
have had some eflect in producing this unfavorable result. It was im- 
possible to get at them without bringing down the Madder to moe 
extent, and of course causing a strain upon the newly-fonned parts. 
This nii^^'ht have been sufficient to rupture them, for it b well koovi 
that they do not lor a long time acqmre the strength of the oqgjnl 
texture. 

It was my wish to have made at least one other attempt for the relief of 
the patient. Bui she was nearly .*)00 miles from home, and the season cf 
the yoRr and lier domestic duties nindf her anxious to n-tiirn fo her fnends. 
When she left, she spoke of connn<; hack in the spring and submiiling 
to another operation. She did not, nor have I heard from hor since. 
It is not probable liiat any improvemeul has taken place in her condition ; 
It was not improved by anytlnnt:: that was done for lier here; at the 
same time, the infirmity was nut increased by the auciiipb made to re- 
move it. 

Case IV.— The cucumstances of this case were very similar lo those 
of the preceding one. The patient was a young maitied woman of 
about the same age ; her trouble followed her first and only ooo(i»> 
ment, coming on in the same way, and the fistulous opening resembib; 
that of tlie preceding one in its size and situ iticui. She resided at a dis- 
tance of 20 miles, and came under ray car(? in October, 1842. I should 
have felt great confidence in the success of an operation in this case, 
had not the preceding one resulted so unfavorably. 

I however advised its performance, and it was cheerfully submitted 
to. Everything promised well for a few days after, and on exanli^ 
ing the ])arts, Rt the usual time, with a view of removing the slittht;>^. 
a firm adhesion seemed to have taken place along tiie whole extent U 
lh(^ fissure. 1 felt coiificl. nt of success. In attempting, huwcvtr, to 
bring the bladder a hiilc lower down, in order to cut the threads, the 
adhesive matter which had been poured out and united the pared edges 
of the fistula suddenly ^a\ e way, leaving the opening as large asitwi! 
l)efore any attempts had been made to close it. 

Whether the pans would have remained united if the bladder bid 
not been thus put upon the stretch, it is impossible to say ; at the sane 
time there could be no doubt that it was the immediate cause of the sepi- 
ration, and confirmed me in the suspicion which I had in the pievios 
case as to the effect of stnining the bladder in the attempt to mnofe 
the stitches. 

At any rate I was determined to pursue a somewhat different course, 
if I should have an opportunity of performing similar operations hereaf- 
ter. I should have been glad to have made another trial on this patient; 
hut she evidently had no confidence in a successful result, and therpfore 
retm ncKi home, being very much in the same cooditioa that she was 
when she came. 

^ASK V. — In this case, as well as in all the others iii which 1 ha« 
^Nitcd since, I did not attempt to remove tlie stitches, but allowed 
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tfaem to leroatn till separated bvthe proceas of ulceratioi!. The lici- 

ture employed is what is callea dentists' silk of a single thread, and ia 
carried only through the outer coat of the bladder. The size of the 
ligature, and allowing it to remain till separated by the efforts of nature, 
1 regard as a great improvement, and well calculated to have a favorable 

influence on the result of the operation. 

The patirnt in this case c<\nw about 1200 miles in tlie hope of ob- 
taining some rehef ; not finding convenient lodojings, she resolvorl to take 
a private room in the Massachusetts General Hospital. The particulars 
of her case while in that institution are copied from the records drawn up 
at the time by the House Surgeon, and are here given. 

Sept. 15th, 1843. — A. B., wife, 23 years of n^o. Patient reports 
diat five years and five montlis a^o was delivered uf first child; was 
in labor lour days, and delivered without instruments. Two weeks after 
delivery upper wall of vagina sloughed, leaving a transverse opening 
Into bladder an mch behind meatus urinarius, and about two inches in 
length. Now, in oonse<)uence of having worn a catheter ibr a long 
time, the opening is reduced to the size of the end of a man's finger. 
Cannot retain urine except when perfecdj quiet, and then Ibr a very 
short time. General health very indifierent. 

2Bd, — Sufi^red much pain from exammation, and has been quite sick 
since. Vagina very irritable. 

Oct. 7th. — Patient reports is subject to sick headaches. Has one 
to-day. IVo dejection ior iwn or tliree days. 

l'2th. — Some cough and pain in chest. In evening worse, with bad 
cough and sharp pain in left side. Blister ordered, but not applied, from 
unwillingness of patient. 

13lh. — Belter; up and dressed. Some coujrh, and pain in chest. 

15th. — Bowels open, cough better. Ai 9, A. M., lo-morrow (before 
operatioo), R. Tr. opii, gtts. Ixkv. 

16th.— Qpero^ten. Patient was placed upon a table as in theojpera* 
tioo Ibr lithotomy, except the tving of the hands. An elastic stafiT was 
passed through the uretiuu, and the neek of the bladder being brought 
down, a transverse fissure half an inch in length was disclosed at an 
inch and a half behind meatus urinarius. The eds;es of this were care- 
fully pared with curved scissors and a nanow-pointed knife, and brought 
together by two stitches, witli two small moveable needles inserted into a 
long staff. A large female catheter was then passed and secured in situ. 
Patient having been removed to bed, was directed to lie on right side. 
Liquid lariiiireous diet. 

17th. — Slt pt three or four hours at night. Tolerably comfortable this 
;nornmL^ Took some arrow-root with relish. 

18t]i. — Took, last night, Op. puiv., gr. jss. ; camph., gr. v. M., in 
two doses, with an liour's interval, and had applied to region of bladder 
poppy fbnienuuions, with relief of pain. This morning in great pain. 
5lept some in night. Principal trouble is a great sense of burning in 
vagina. Some nausea. 

19th.— Suffers much pain. Took last night opii pulv., gr. ij. ; camph., 
gr. vj* M .» in two doaes, and slept but little afterwards ; now, tongue 
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coated. Head, back and hips ache ; complaios of constant heat. 

Pulse 122. 

20th. — Better this morning. Still in great pain. Took opiate last 
night as before, and slept some. Less burning pain. 

21st. — Pain and burning continue ; slept but little ; pulse 100. 

92d.— Appears much b^ter this morning. Catheler was removed by 
patient, and returned by 8ui|;eon m the e?eDmg. Pdlse 92. R. Ttr. 
opii, pro re nata. 

24tb.^^tting up this morning. Feds quite bright. Went witboitt 

catheter all day yesterday' ; was able to retain urine for an hour or two. 
Upon assuming an upright petition, water passed through meatus, and 
by report of patient none through fistula. ' 

24th. — Has not for two days worn catheter. Able to retam urine, 

but not to expel it. Suffered some pain last night in bladder. 

29th. — This morning in considerable pain. Much smarting and burn- 
ing in bladder. Stitches still remain in wound. Tr. opii, c:tts. 50. 

30tb. — Suffered great pain last night from inflammation of liladder. 
Urine tliiek and mixed with mucus. Pulse 88, and stronger than usual. 
R. Auiinon. liq. acet., | j. ; spts. nit. sth., 5j. M. 3 j. every two 
hours. Warm bath. 

31st. — Still in great pain. 

Nov. 4tb.^Not so well this morning. Catamenia came on yesterday. 
Always sulSers great pain during access. Is able to be all night upon a 
dry sheet, and to pass, with some effint, nearly a pint of water m die 
morning. 

5th.-*Rather easier this morning. Boweb open. 

6th. — Better. 

17tb. — Fistula entirely closed. Is troubled at times with iiritability 
of bladder. Has not yet gained control over meatus ; but is not 
obliged to use catheter at all. Rides out every pleasant day. Reports 

comfortable. 

18th. — Attacked with severe pain and bearing down yesterday P. 
M., whicii produced great suffering. Took, in course of night, three pills, 
each containing op., er. j. ; caraph., grs. iij. M. Slept none in ntgbt. 
Railier easier this niornini£. 

19th. — Feels much better this morning. Pain nearly all gone. 

26th.— Remains well. Walks and rides out daily. 

87th.— 'Discharged, well. 

Feb. 19th, 1844.— Case V. continued. On leaving the Hospital, lode 
to Springfield, travelling all day. Paused urine once without difficulty, 
and on endeavoring to agam, found herself unable to do so. Was m 
great pun all night, and since that time has had constant passage of 
urine mto vagina. Still much comes through urethra. Has attacks of 
severe burning pain, which she describes as being as severe as if fire 
were applied to the part. 

20th. Kvf ning. — In great pain. R. Pulv. opii, gr. ij., and repeat 
gr. j. every half hour till relieved. 

22d. — Much pain last night ; relieved in morning by enema of lauda- 
num, gtts. Ixx. ^ starch, siv. M. 
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23d, — On examination, Surgeon finds a small opening at the upper 
part of cicatrix, large enough to admit end of catheter, through which 
urine trickles down over tlie cicatrix, which last is covered with fun- 
gous granulations. Several ounces of urine in hladder. 

Is directed to wear a gum-elastic cathetci, and touch granulations with 
sol. argent. nitraL, grs. viij. ad ; i. 

S6cb.*Miich less iiritation and pun. 

^tfa*— -Last night was taken with violent pains, resembling those of 
labor^ attributed by patient to recurrence of catamenial period. Cata- 
menia have been irregular since leaving the Hospital ; has had them bat 
once. Great tenderness of abdomen. Had poppy fome ntations without 
relief. Then tr. opii, gtts. Ixxx. which was vomited. Four leeches to 
bypogast. This morning is more quiet, having taken about gtts. lx« tr. 
opii, not rejected. 

28th. — Pain returnod about noon. Had morph. sulpbat., gr. ss., and 

at nigiit o;r. J. Pain this momlni^ niitrh less. 
March 3d. — Seems quite comioriable. 

9th. — Examined yesterday. A small opening discovered in centre of 
old cicatrix. Is directed to wear a lari;e catheter. 

10th. — Catheter caused much irritation, and was renooved ihb morn- 
ing by patient. 

12lh.— Resume catheter. 

ITth^^Continues about the same. Yesterday morning, while writing, 
had an attack of faintness, obliging her to lie down. 

16th.— Much pain last night. Had enema of tr. opii, gtts. Izxz. ; 
aqo», $ iF. Bl., with considerable relief. 

23d.— Was to have been operated on to-day. Operation deferred on 
account of soreness of parts, and some incrustations about fistulous 
Oj^ning. Apply to incrustations twice daily, sol. argent, nitrat., gis* 
vijj. ad 5 j. 

25th. — In considerable pain for two or three days back ; easier this 

mominjj : wears catheter cnn«itantlv. 

April 1 0th. — On account of inilRlilo ?!ate of bladder, has used for a 
few days, as an injection into that viscus, aq. sol. opii, irs. viij. ad 5 
and experienced great relief from same, being almost entirely free from 
pain. 

latli. — Much the same. Discharged, not relieved. 

On leaving the Hospital she continued under my care, and between 
die 25th of April and the 15th of August following, I operated on the 
istula ibur times, gaining something at each operation, tdl at length it 
vas 9o much redu^ in size, that she recovered not only the power of 
detuning the urine, hot also to some extent the power of expellmg it at will* 

She returned home, and 1 have learnt witnin the last year that her 
lealth is good, that she suffers but little finxn this infirmity, and has given 
lirth to a livine and healthy child. 

I ought, perhaps, to have remarked that this patient was more difficult 
D manage, both during the operatioD and after, than any one that had 
vcr been under my care. This may account in some degree for the 
fSMt of entire success in her case. 
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Ci3E VL — At the Hospital. 

June Uth, 1845.— C. D., st. 29, mankd. Canterbuiy, N. H. Pa- 
tient was confined with her first child three months ago. RepofU that tlie 

" bag of waters broke " early one morning, without any previous pain. 
This was Monday. The following Thursday, bearing-down pains coni- 
menced and continued pretty regularly till Saturday night, when the cbikl 
was delivered with the forceps. Motions of t!ie child were felt diuiog 
the night previous to its extraction, though dead when removed. 

Had no passage of urine ibr thirty-six lioui-s previon? to introduction of 
forceps. About one hour afterwards, uriii ' r unt dribbling away from 
vagina in a slow steady stream, and has so continued ever since. Irri- 
tation and scalding have been verj' severe. 

Bowels pretty regular. Appetite good. 

On examination by Dr. H., a smsdl transverse fissure was found on 
vaginal surface of bladder, about two inches wlthb vagina. A catheter 
introduced into bladder was broaglit tbrou{;h this opening. Sumxinding 
parts were not in a conditbn for an operation, and it was defeired till 

July 5tb.**-PaUent being placed on the ed^of a bed, in Htholooiy 
position, a whalebone bougie was introduced into bladder and pressed 
against os pubis in order to bring forward the seat of the opening. This 
being well brought forward, though causin|; considerable pain, two 
wooden spatuls were introduced into opposite sides of vagina. The 
operator then passed two needles curved at the point, and also capable 
of being removed, and eompletely clo-^ed theopenmf^. th<' edt'f^s of fistula 
having been previously pared. A catheter was then introduced, and pa- 
tienl p laced on her side in bed. 

6th.— Very comfortable since operation. All urine has passed through 
catheter. 

19lh. — General health improving. Urine all seemed to pass readily 
through catheter till four days after the operation, when catheter became 
obstructed with mucus and blood. It was removed^ and another substi- 
tuted. 

ligatures came away on the seventh day. Catheter was removed two 
or three days after, and patient was able to retain her urme for neailj 
two hours. After this period it passed through the opening, which is 
much smaller than before the operation. Discharged, relieved. 

Case VH.— Thb case occtmed also in the year 1845. The patient 
was a married woman, about 30 years of age» residing more than 100 
miles from the city. She had suffered ever since the birth of her last 
child from ibis infinnity, and liad been treated for a supposed inconti- 
nence of unae. Tlie real nature of the di&culty was not suspected till 
a short time before 1 saw her. 

She then became anxious to ascertain 11 something could not be done 
for her relief, and with this view I was considted. Most of the urine 
caped iliioiisrh the fissure ; It could be retained for a short time only 
whtui bbc was In an upright position ; she had but little control over the 
bladder, and her sufierings were very great, unless she kept entirely at 
le^iirom the excoriation and tenderness of ^e parts. 

On eiLaminatioii, I fimnd the case to be such as m my oplnioa wouk! 
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justify an operation. This was accordingly done. The stitches were 
allowed to remain till throw n otf by the natural means, and the same course 
of iuauagement was adopted as had been pursued in the other cases. 

At the end of a fortnight I ascertained that though the fissure was 
contracted, it was not entirely closed, and some urine continued to flow 
through it. I then proposed another operation, which was submitted to 
io about three weeks after* The result was, tlsat the retendve and ex* 
^uldve power of the bladder was in great measure restored, and the pa* 
tient returned home in a much moie comfortable conditioD than when 
she came to the city. 

In a lit tit more than a year after this, she visited me again, and I was 
glad to 6nd that she had been steadily improving since the last operation. 
Br a little care on her part to introduce the catheter occasionally, nearly 
all the urine flowed by the natural passage. She did not feel the 
necessity of submitting to any further surgical treatment, nor did any 
seem to be called for. I have not hpnrd from her since ; but it is pro- 
bable that the fistulous opening has contracted still more, so that she ex- 
periences but litde if any inconvenience from it. 

The two next patients were in the Hospital, and the account of their 
cases Is given below from the records. 

Case VIII. — March 4tli, 1847. — E. F., a^t. 40, married. Patient 
was in labor with her third child for twenty-two houis ; was assisted 
by a midwife ; no instiuments were used ; child was stOlbom. Has bad 
one cbOd since. 

On examination by speculum, a fissure, about three Iburths of an inch 
in length, with thicken^ and indumted edges, b found at fundus of blad- 
der, close to 08 tinc». 

14th. — Opetoj^ML Patient having been made insensible by ether, the 
iundus of bladder was brought downwards and forwards, so that the fisiure 
was exposed at the os externum, by means of a whalebone rod passed 
through the urethra. The edges were then pared, so that the cut sur- 
faces inclined from without inwards, and when in contact the raucous mem- 
brane was corrugated. Two sutures were then taken — not extending 
through the limer coat of bladder. By this the fissure was completely 
closed. A large sized catheter was then fastened In the bladder. 

Patient states that she suffered no pnin fiuni the operation. The parts 
were greatly relaxed by the ether, dial bladder was biought down 
with perfect ease. 

21st, — On examination this morning fissure was found much contract- 
ed, but still admitted a small amount of urine to pass through. Cathe- 
ter was removed, and an elastic bougie mtroduced into bladder, when 
some coagula were found. 

April 1 1th. — Doing well* Slight leakage through fissure, but can re- 
tain water snveral hours. Sutures came away thb rooming. 

P. M. — Reports that whole trouble has returned. Water runs con- 
tinually througn the fissure. 

14th. — Operation repeatf^d. Patient was placed in bed, with trunk 
slevatod so that urine may gravitate below fis<^urc. 

nth. — Doing well. May sit up. No lealcage. Remove catheter, 
iod pass an elastic one every three or four hours. 
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S5tfa« — Fissute has dosed. No leakage* h ttoubkd with inoooti- 
nence of urine. Is advised lo pass catheter many times dafly fiir a 
long time'. 

May 3d.— Di cliarged, well. 

Case IX— G. H., Rhode Island, aged 22; Dec. 3, 184d. Has 
been married 3 years. Was delivered of fii>t rliild eight weeks ago, after 
a severe labor of 13 hours. Child weighed 1 1 lbs. Its head was larger 
than usual. No instruments were used. She passed water pf^rfectly 
well in thf aftemoonj just before labor commenced , but not at all during 
the following night. Two days after this, perceived, for the first time, 
that lier urine came away continually without her being able to prevent 
it. This has contiimed ever since. Now, pulse 80 ; appetite good ; 
bowels refirular. On examination, per vaginam, an oval opening is found, 
two and tliree-quartcrs inch from meatus, of sufficient sisic to admit tip of 
little finger. Through this, urine constantly passes into vagina. Extecoal 
labia and upper part of thighs red and tender from tbe constant dischaige. 

Dec. 16. Operadan. Patient bdng fully etherized, fiindus of bladder 
was brought as near as }x)ssible to mouth of vagina by a whalebone 
bougie passed through meatus, and fistulous opening exposed to view. 
Edges of fissure were then pared by a long narrow bistoury, and united 
by two sutures, mucous membrane of bladder not being included. Ca- 
theter was pkced in bladder. 

17th. Some pain in hypogastrium. Last night one dejection. 

] 9th. Veiy conifortahlo. No dejection. All the urine flows through 
catlieter, K. Ol. nr., ^iu; sue. lim.> 5L 

20th. One free dejection. 

22d. Can pass water naturally. No leakage. 

26 til. One hgature came away to-day. The other is still tirin. No 
leakage. 

31st. Dumg well. Ligatme btill hrm. No dtjection. R. Ol. ric, ji. 
Jan. % 1850. Ligature still remuns. No leakage. Can leitain urine 
lor an hour without difficulty. 
6tb. Doing well. No dejection. R. 01. ricin., 5 it. 
7th. Two dejections. 

9th. Ligature has not come away. No leakage. Can retain unoe 
one and a half hour, and expel it at pleasure. By request, discharged, 
well. 

This patient, I have aseertabed, has remained perfectly well. Hie 

remaining ligature came away without trouble. 

Though I have extended this paper to somewhat of an unreasonable 
lengtlj, J hope I shall be excused for adding a few woul;^ m order to ex- 
plain, a little more in detail, the mode I have adopted in doiD§ tbe opeta- 
lion, and of managing the patients afterwards. 

Before the discovery of the ana?sl]ielic povvei-s of ether, I found that 
the most difficult antl painful part of the operation consisted in bringinfij 
the bladder down to the os exteniuin. It is now done with comparative 
ease, and without causing the slightest su&ring to the patient. I have 
administered the etb«r in the three last operations of this kind, and have 
been able to bring the bladder down, pare the edges of the fistula, intro- 
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duce the ligatures and the catheter, and restore the bladder to its place, ia 
twenty mioutes ; when in all the cases before, in which I did not use it, 

the same process required an hour, and during the most of that time the 
patient was sufferin<:i; severel}'. Besides, the iVuihi is sometimes in such 
a situation, as when it is near the fundus of the ijladder, that w ithout this 
agent, or some simihiroiie, it would be impossible to bring it in view. 

The patient heiiig thoroughly etlierized, the bladder can be brought 
down by iniiuduciiig a large sized bougie (one made of whalebone, highly 
polished, is to he preferred) into the urethra, to the very fundus of the 
bladder, and carrying the other end up to the pubis, in this way thu 
fistula is readilpr brought in sight, its edges can be pared with tlie 
scissors or a knife, though usually both these instrooients are required ; 
and this part of the operation is much facilitated by holding the edges by 
means of a double hook. In all the cases that I have examined, these 
edges are thick, hard, and usually of a white color. It is not diificult, 
therefore, to dissect up the outer covering from the mucous coat of the 
bladder to the distance of two or three lines. The needles are then to be 
passed through the outer covering only, and as many stitches must be in- 
troduced as may he found necessary to bring the edges of the fistula m 
close contact. 

Since my lust 0]k ration. I have used a short needle \vit!i the eye near 
the point, made to tit on to a lonji; handle. Tlie instrument, when the two 
parts are together, looks not mueh unlike a tenaculum, though not so 
much curved, and considerably broader near the point. 

As soon as the needle is passed throujs^h one side of the fistula, it is 
muiediately seized by a forceps, the handle is withdrawn, and the needle 
s then carried through. It is to be then again fitted to the handle, and 
uunied through to the other side in die same way. As many stitches as 
nay be thou^t necessary to bring the parts into close contact can in this 
vay be taken with great ease. One thread of each stitch is to be cut 
iff ; it is convenient to leave tbe other, as it enables the operator and 
wtient to know when the ligatures have separated from the Madder. 

A large sized female catheter is then to be introduced into the bladder, 
Ad secured there by means of a T bandage. The patient should be 
lid on her side, with the upper part of the body somewhat raised, so as 
3 facilitate the flow of wMter through tho mtheter. This should be re- 
loved at least once in every twenty-fom iiours, as it is very likely to bo 
bsiructtid by mucus, coagula of blood, and wrasionally calculous con- 
retions. In tim e days 1 think it safe to remove it altogether, but then 
should be introduced at least once everv^ three hours, for ten or twelve 
uys more, so as to prevent any accuuiuluiion of urine iu the bladder, 
id consequent strain on that organ. 

The diet should consist entirely of liquid, mucilaginous food ; such as 
1 iafusion of slippery elm, gum Arabic and water, flax-^eed tea, arrow* 
ot, and nulk and water. This diet, in my opinion, should be continued 
I die ligatures come away. 

The bowels should be opened bvsome mild laxative a few hours before 
e operation ; but it is dc«rable Umt they should not be moved again till 
aie days albr. 
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I think it best ibr the patient to use the catheter once or twice a day 
for seveial weeks, and at any rate during that ttnie to avoid making any 
strong eflbrts to expel the urine by the contiactioD of the Madder. 

It may be proper to add, that I have never had any troublesoiiie 
henionbage Irom the operation, nor any alarming qrmptoms after k. In 
some cases the pain Ims been severe for two or three days, and once or 
twice it has run down the limb, apparentlv^ m the course of the sciatic 
nerve. When performed in thr way that 1 iuive recommended, I believe 
it to be attended with very litilc if any danger, as the hladder is not suh« 
jected to any coosiderable degree of violeDce, nor any part iujured to a 
great extent. 

Boston, Apriif 1851. 
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Delegates to tJiP ^7?T7r??/^ Mcrlhig of the American Medical Association. — 
From a circular issued liy a Committee of the New York Academy of 
Medicine, we learn that armngemeniy have been made with tUeproprieiors 
of the Charleston Line of Steam Packets to convey the New York Dele- 
gation, at a reduced price ; and the Committee give notice to delegates from 
other places, who intend going to Charleston by way of New York, that 
they can be accommodated in the same way and on the same terms. It is 
necessary, however, that the names of such be transmitted, post-paid, to 
the Chairman of the Committee, Dr. M. D. Van Pelt, 59 West Washing- 
ton Place, by ihe 2oih of April. The Steamer will sail on the 3d of 
May, punctually at 4 o'clock, P. M from Pier No. 4 North River, foot of 
Morris street, New York. Delei^Mtes who avail themselves of ihie con* 
veyance "arc requested, on arriving in ihe city» to call at the office of 
Spofibrd, Tileston Co., 4S South street* where their names will be 
registered, an'l on application thoy will receive their Prts:<age Tickets." 
" F'or the accommodation of rcturnni!^ Drlegates, the Sliip will remain at 
Chatleston one day longer than usual, it required." We would again ex- 
press a hope that the delegation from this part of the country may be a 
large one. The distance it certainly great, and most physicians in active 
practice will find some inconvenience attending their amence from home 
during the time required for the jonmey; but it is l)elieved no one caa 
perform it without deriving some benefit to himself, and many considera- 
tions of a profesfsional and public natnro ronder it desirable that this 
gathering should not only be a large and friendly one, but composed of 
members from every part of the Union. 



Massachusftts General Hospital — Dr. Haijirard's Resignation. — We 
have already announced the retirement of Dr. Ilaywanl from tho -;i:ifioD» 
as one of the Surgeons to the Hospital, wiiich he has so wcU Ijiieu ior a 
long series of years. We are pleased to learn that the Trustees apprt ciau? 
his services, and have taken suitable notice of his resignation by passing 
the following vote. 



Digitized by Google 



** A eommqnkaUon (rotn Dr. George Hay ward, hy which he declhiee 
any lonc^er to serve as eiie of the Surgeons of the Hospital, haviof been 

received and read, 

**Vot€d, Tliat the Board sincerely regret the rclirumr'nt of Dr. Hnywanl 
from a situation which, for tweuly-five years, he has filled with so much 
hoDor to himself and usefulness to the comroonity. It was his privilege 
to perform the first capital operation rendered painless by the influence of 
ether— thus connecting this institution with the establishment of the greatest 
liscovery of the age. His professional skill, hia good judgment, and his 
kindness towards the patients, manifested throughout this lonir pf^rind of 
)fficial duty, and which so recently induced the Trustees to request a con- 
;inuance of his services, jusllv entitle him to grateful romemhrance as 
laving been one of the roost able and faithful officers of our institution." 



Neto Yoric State Lunatic Asylum. — The eighth annual report of the 
nanagcrs of the Stale Lunatic Asylum of New York has been received. 
We have never perused any similar report with more pleasurable satis- 
uction. Dr. Benedict, the able superintendent, has departed somewhat 
Vom ancient eastern , and has furnished much valuable information respect- 
ng the various propensities of the insane, together with the best treatment 
or the individaal cases under his immediate care. It is our intention to 
4>py some of his remarks into the Journal at an early day. At the com- 
ncncemcnt of the year, the number of patients in the house was 449; 
dmitted during the year, 367. Total number during the year, 816. — Of 
his number there has been discharged : — Recoverr'd, 171 ; nnich improved, 
); improved, 49 i unimproved, lOS; died, 51. Toiul discharged, 3S7. 



Alabama State Medical Associafinn. — We are under obligation:^ to a 
■iend in Alabama, for a copy of the proceed win^s of the Medical Society of 
lat Stale, at a late Convention held in the Ciiy ot Mobile. Its perusal has 
fibrded us much pleasure. There seems to be the proper spirit manifested 
Y the members of the society, to ensnre its success and prosperity. We 
tay refer to the report again. 



Singular Propensity. — It is not an uncoinimm occurrence, for females, 

times, to be possessed of most singular and morbid appetites. Sub.stances 
e sought after by them, and, when obtained, eaten with the greatest 
'idity, that would seemingly be very injurious. This morbid dis« 
isittoD is not always conhned to the chlorotie or pregnant, for many 
noales, whose catamenial function has been well established, have been 
lown to possess it. Charcoal, chalk, magnesia, spices, resinous gums, 
are among the substances which are commonly craved by such persons. 

e lately had a patient who was an ice mte.r, nnd so strong %vas her 
aving for ice, that she could not pass by a lump of u without taking a 
>ce to eat. It was her usual custom to have a large bowl full of it within 
ich, and she would take the most delectable pleasure in crotmcAtn^ the 
oops. The cold it produced in the mouth, was not the object for using it, 

other cold substances were not relished. Snow, iced creams, or iced 
itrr, would not satisfy the lon^^inc-s ; it was the solid i<-^ thnt was wanted, 
ih the pleasurable sensation oi crackmg it between the teeth. Although 
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this habit had been pfaeti«ed for some years, yet, strange to ny* the teeth 
were uninjured by their unusual occupation and hard usage** The general 
health of the body had, however, suffered, and it was on that account we 

were conpulleJ. Wo hm** heard of but two cases of this singular pro- 
pensity for caiin:; ic<\ iimi both of them cxhil)ited the ^ame phcnomenou of 
disordered blooJ. Previous lo llu; actjuisition of the habit, they were 
perfectly well. There can be uo queblion, we think, that this iiidulgeiice 
is more attributable to the force of an acquired habit, than to a diseased 
condition of organs, which most writers on the subject give as the cause. 



thysirians" Prcscnpi lun Book. — We have received from Messrs. Lind- 
say & Blakiston, Philadelphia, a pocket edition of "The Physicians* 
Prescription Book : containing lists of terms, phrases, contractions and ab- 
breviations used in prescriptions, with explanatory notes ; also, the gram* 
matical construction of prescriptions, &c. ; to which is added a key, 
containing the prescriptions in nn abbreviated form, with a literal transla- 
tion. Intended for the use of medical and pharmaceutical students. First 
American, from the leiilh London edition." We know of lew works likely 
to be more acceptable to the students of medicine and pharmacy, or to the 
practitioner, than the little one referred to above. One half of our physi- 
cians fiiil in writing elegant prescriptions, and few of them pay any aUen* 
lion to their grammaiical construction ; therefore we feel sure that this 
volume may be profitably consulted. The prosodiacal vocabulartf, which 
exhibits the quantities and the accents in the pronunciation of the names 
of drugs and chemicals employed in medicine," is a very important feature 
in the volume. By the forms of prescriptions, some idea will be given 
how to put together medicines compatibly, which many of our best practi- 
tioners at times lail to do, in writing out their recipes. We hope our phy- 
sicians will avail themselves of a copy of this little booh; they may rest 
assured it will be found muUum in paroo. 



Tilderu* Hydro^cohdic Bxtraetg, — ^Some few weeks since, we raentioo- 
ed in the Journal the reception of some medical extracts from the Messrs. 
Tilden & Co., of New Lebanon, N. Y. We were not then fully prepared 
to give our opinion as to their merits, or to make any comparison between 
them and the ones usually prepared by the Shnkers in this section of the 
country. We fell the need of having such extracts prepared in a manner 
that would make them uniform in strength, and enable them to l•esi^t the 
changes of our climate. One reason, and a most cogent one, why extracts 
have fallen into disuse by the profession, is that, in ue process of prepara- 
tion, the active property of the plant was mostly destroyed, and the aiti- 
cles would either dry uj> or become mouldy. Now in the process used by 
Tilden & Co., in preparing their extracts, these evils are entirely obviated. 
The samples of conium, hyoscyamus and stramonium, are among' the been 
we have ever examined, and we can see no good reason why thev should 
not come into general use, in preference to the imported. It atfords us 
much gratification to perceive that Messrs. Tilden & Co. have arrived 
at such perfection in tne art of preparing these extracts ; and they may 
rest assured if they continue to serve the profession with purt prepara- 
tions, their articles will be appreciated and used. 
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EnmUm County Medical Soet^fy.— The Franklin County District of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society waa orgBoized on the 2d of April, 

1851, and the following officers were elected : — 

Dr. Stephen W. Williams, of Deerfield. Prnidejit. Dr. James Dcnne, 
of Grernfiold, Secretary and Treasurer. Dr. Alplunis F. Stone, of Green- 
lield, Librarian. Drs. E. W. Carpenter of Berriardsioti. Dr. C. Duncan 
of Shelburne, Dr. James Deane, Censors. Dm. Alpheus F. Sione, Stephen 
W. Williams, W. Hamilton of Conway, Courudlon* Dr. C. W. Knowl* 
Ion, of Ashfield, was appointed Delegate to the American Medical Asiocia* 
ftofi, to be holden at Charleston, S. C., in May neit. 



Delegatetfram New Hampshire to the American Medical Association,'^ 
The Stale Medical Society have appointed the following delegates to the 
lext meeting, at Charleston : — James I? ncheller, Marlborough ; Wm. H. 
H. Mason, Moultonborough ; Edward H. Parker, Concord ; C. H. Shack* 
brd, Somer.sworih ; Thomas H. Marshall, Mason ; Charles P. Gage, Con- 
cord ; Noah Martm, Dover ; Albert Stniih, P terborough ; P. A. Stack- 
wle, Dover ; J. S. Fernaid, fiarrington ; Adouiram Sraalley, Lyme. 



The Formation of Sus^ar in the Liver. — M. CI. Bernard read before the 
Icademy of Sciences, Pari.s, an essay iu which, nfter referring to the ex- 
•ertments of Magendie and othor physiologj.sis,, which demonstrated the 
xistence, sometimes, of sugar in ihc blood and other animal liuids ; re- 
:arded by them as accidental and dependent on the nature of the food; it 
ras shown that the presence of sugar in animal organisms is constant, and 
adispensable to the performance of certain regular functions ; that the 
roduction of sugar is a constant and special function of the liver; that 
lis function is under the immediate control of the nervous system ; and, 
islly, that the blood which flows from the liver into the sub-hepatic veins 
tvariabiy contains sugar in man and animals, whatever may be the nature 
r their aliment. — Lmdcn Medical Gazette, 



MAaatBD^ln HamiliiD, Dr. Janet R. Niebob to Mm Maiigam Gale. 



DiKOw— 'la Qiatoo, Micbigao, Dr. Linus Sieveiu, formerly Claremoat, N. H., 86. — At New 
iriCy 4N btbinu* fever. Franklin Gage, M.D^ a native of Augusta, Ail«^ late surgeon of the Pane- 
Railroad GonpaDj, tad kimedy U. 8. CoqsqI at Cardmaa.— In New Yon, Dr. J. Smjrib 
(era, 56. 



To CoRnxsroxnrxT--.— J^r>vor;il commiinicaii iiH. already acknowledged, are excluded from 
lay's Journal, by Dr. Havward's report of imiK)rtaiit rases. There are also on hand, pupcm 
n 'Dr. Ayer of Boston, l5r. Pinco of Bamstaole, Dr. Lacombe of Puerto Cahello, Dr. (1. B. 
i(k of BaJlimore, Dr. Stone of Worcester, J. W.of Roval.tton, and " Medicos" of Philadelphia. 
Vc are without letters from the absent Editor, since tnosc pul)lish<Hl in the Journal. More are 
eeied from biin pfeviont to hit reliini, and the cane of the deJajr it mkaowii. 



kutlu in BoMlOH — tuf liK* w« ek ending isaturday noon, April 12, 71.— Males, 42 — females, 29. 
Ideotal, 1 a p oplexy, 2— inflammation oflheboweb, l—diaeaae of the hones, 1— -broachil»» 1 
MTo, I— consMmption, 11 — convulsions, 2— cancer, 1— ranker, 1 — croup, 1— delirium tremena, 
lysentery, 1— dyspepsia, 1— dropsy, 1— dropsy o( ihr brain, 2— <lrowned, 2— erysipelas, 1— 
ipsy, 1— lypbtM fever, 4— typhoid fever, I— iua^ fever, 3~-brain fever, 1 — fracture, 1 — hoop- 
eoagh« ^-disease of the heart, 1— henua, 1 — infantile, 2 — inflammatioB of the lui^, 1— ma- 
au, 2-— menslet, 5— neuralgia, 1— old age, 3 — palsy, 2 — pleurisy, 1— eoicHfe, 1— teething, 1— 
lown, 3. 

•der d veara, 21— between 5 and 20 years. U — bctwe^ 30 and 10 years, 32 — between 40 aod 
sen, lo— over GO years, 5. Americans, 36 ■, foreigoen and children of ford^gMiSt SB. 
abovB iadadia lOdeadis at the Citjr laiiinitioe*. 
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TuKoron Sour Spring, — This spring is sitaated in the l»diao Reserve, 
about nine miles south of Brantford, and three miles south of the bank of 
the Grand River, in the County of Wentworth, Upper Canada. The 
country for some distance around is thickly wooded, but in the immediate 
vicinity of the spring, is a small clearing, upon a rising ground, on one 
side of which is the spring, in an enclosure eight or ten rods square. Ill 
the centre of this, ia a hillock eight or ten feet high, made ap of the gnarled 
roots of a pine now partially decayed. The whole enclosure is covered 
with erambting rotten wood, and resemblee a tan-heap; upon digging 
down eirrhtoon inches, the same innterial was found, apparently derived 
from I lie crumbling away of the trunk of the once huge pme whose roots 
now occupy the centre of the enclosure. The whole soil, if it may be 
thus designated, is saturated with acid water, uud ilie mould at the lop of 
the hillock, as well as without the enclosnre, is strongly acid. 

The principal spring is at the east side of the stomp, and has a nraiid 
basin about eight feet in diameter and aboat four to five feet deep ; the 
bottom is soft mvid, and there is no vi.^sible outlet ; and at the centre a con- 
stant ebtilHlion is JTnincT on from the rvnlniion of small bubbles of g^>, 
which IS iound on examination to be carlnuctied hydroL-^t a. The water i$ 
slightly turbid and brownish-colored, apparently iroui the surrounding 
decajred wood, which indeed forms the sides of the basis. It iis strongly 
acid and styptic to the taste, and at the same time decidedly sulphurous; 
a bright silver coin is readily blackened by the water, and the odor of 
sulphuretted hydrogen is perceived for some distance round the place. 
"Within a few feet of this, was another smaller basin, evolving gas more 
copiously than the other, and somewhat more sulphurous to the taste, 
althou^jh not more acid. In other parts of the enclosure there were three 
or four smaller cavities partly filled with water more or less acid, and 
evolving a small quantity of gas. The temperature of the larger spring 
was 56 deg. F., that of the smaller one 56 aeg. near the surface, but on 
burying it in the soft mud at the bottom it rose to 60.5 deg. The i^iiecific 
gravity was found to be 1005.583. — Hunt's Survey of Canada, 



Medical College of Georgia. — The course of Lectures in this Institu- 
tion wris rlo^pfl on the last day of Februan,', after a session of four months, 
during which there occurred not the sliirhtesl incidf^nt to mar the rroci 
feeling which prevailed between the Faculty and Siudtiiis, nor to iessea 
the high esteem in which the class has ever been held by the community. 
There were in attendance 159 gentlemen, of whom 187 were from Georgia, 
13 from Alabama, 18 from South Carolina, 8 from Mississippi, 1 fntk 
Ohio, 1 from Tennessee, 1 from North Carolina, 1 from Kentucky, and I 
from Arkansas. 

Fifty members of the class, havinf^f complied with all the requisitions of 
the College, were graduated on the 4th day of March. The Doctorate 
having been conferred by Ex -Governor Schley, a very appropriate, chaste 
and creditable address was delivered by Dr. C. T. Quintard, of Cobb 
County, and a valedictory full of warm-hearted and touching aentimeats 
by Dr. R. E. J. Thompson, of Burke County. — South. Med. Joumei. 



The population of Virginia, according to the recent census, numbers 
1,428,000, of which 1755 are physicians — giving a ratio of one phyaiciu 
to every 813 inhabitants. — Stethotcope. 
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MALFORMATION OF THE BLADDER AND GEMTAL ORGANS, IJIl AN 

INFANT. 

BY tJLMEB AY£B, M.D., BOtTOV. 
lOonaaBiMtadRir tli« Bmioh M«41eal sad 4«rgle»l Jonrsftl.] 

The unfortunate infant, the particulars of wliose case I will detail, is now 
18 weeks old. Its parents — the father a Dane, and the mother a Nor- 
wegran — are well formed and healthy. They have an older child, per- 
fect in every respect* At the period of accouchement the mother had 
00 apprehensioiis, and was delivered after one hour's active pains. The 
child weighed eight pounds at birth, and was well developed except in 
the parts to be descillicd. On tying the funis, it was found attached low 
down, near the symphysis pubis, and at the upper margin of what np* 
pared to be a red and protrading mass, or tumor. This tumor had the 
m^hi red color and appearance of mucous membrane ; and was situat* 
ed just above, ritirl in rlose proximity with, the symphy^l^ pubis. 

The present appcaranc-c of the tumor resembles, in Ibrni, the half of 
an English walnut, spht longitudinally ; having elevations and depressions 
like those of ihe shell. Its lonsjest diameter, at right angles with the 
median line, is one inch and a quarter ; its shortest, or mesial diameter, 
three fourths of an iacii, and the circumference three antl a quarter 
ioches. Its whole surface is covered with a slight mucous secretion, 
which was much more copious a few weeks ago. The investing mem- 
brane has become somewhat indurated, and the child suffers fftr less fixmi 
im'tation, 

f On prominent points, at the two sides of the tumor, may be observed 
little orifices, scarcely admitting the point of the smallest probe, which 
^re the mouths of the two ureters. The urine is constantly observed to 
be dribbling from these openings. Immediately beneath the tumor, and 
separated from it by a deep fissure, is observed a body, half an inch 
long, and nearly as large as the tip of the little finger, imperforate, and 
resembUnt; the glans penis. The body of that or^an is evidently wanting. 

The |K!lvic bones are separated at the symphysis thr distance of an 
nch. The whole abdomen has a flattened appearance. The tumor 
i-erdes, but does not disappear, when the child is quiet on its back ; its 

s is incr 'asjd when it criei^. When the diapers were changed, for 
iie first four weeks, involuntary evacuations of tlie bowels look place, 

12 
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from exposure of the parts lo tlu- -mt. At that period painful excoria- 
lioii was constantly kept up, from ilie incessant drihbling of urine oa 
the tlii.;lis and perineum. Beneath the gians is seen the scrotum, of the 
usual size. 

The child has nursed well, and gained flesh ; when 13 weeks old it 
weighed thirteen pounds. It bears its troubles with a patience thai 
would be commeiidalile in sufferers of a larger growth. 

The tumor is undoubtedly the posterior wall of the urinary bladder, 
protruding beyond the abdominal walls. The theory of Chaitssier, who 
first described this deformity, and which was adopted by Sir Astlcf 
Cooper, b, that the bladder, after its formation) is protruded through the 
walls of the abdomen, and adheres to the sides of the (issure ; and b 
thb positbn the viscus sufiers a loss of its anterior surface Drom lacen- 
tion, absorption or otherwise. 

The second theory is tliat of ISl. Isidore Geoflrey St. Hilaire, who be- 
liever that all thp cnmpHrntions of extroversion of the bladder result 
from arrests of development ; and tliat the variotis (grades of tlienn are 
governed by invariable laws. I have neither llu- spat e nor disposition to 
discuss these diderent theories. The latter, I believe, is the one mure 
g«*nerally adopted by the profession ; and its j)rinciplcs wiii apply to 
jnanv' otlier anomahes, besides the one under notice. 

The deformity of J— H , whose case is familiar to medical 

gendemen in thb city, is almost precisely like that of thb child. An 
account of hb case was first publbhed by Ph>f. Dugas, of Georgia, and 
a surgical operation for its leuef proposed, but never peribimed. Other 
interesting cases have been publisiied ; and Judging mm the statbtics we 
have, die malformation b fiir raoce fipequent m males than in females. 

AprUiXik, 1851. 



PROPfiSSIONAL TRATEL. 
(CoBUttUfesMl Ibr tiM B<wimi Mcdicd Mid to|leij JMUtMl.1 

Mt tjonn Brougham and Vai;x, 1 think it was, said, some time airo. the 
** srhcxjlmaslcr is abroad." Wiiat of truth there was in this declaration, 
we do not stop to consider. One thing we do know, that physicians an? 
abroad. Never, perhaps, was theie such an amount of professional iri- 
vel as at thb precise moment. It remains to be seen what will be tiie 
efi^ upon health, or, rather, disease. Students used to go away, to 
parts unknown, to study and see what it was supposed they could not 
and at home. And it was pleasant, after lour yeai^ in ooUege, and 
tluee in tlie medical school — seven long and weary years m all — ^it was 
pleasant, when the apprenHceshij) was over, to travel, to go to Fiance 
and to England, see the world, forget home, and grow wiser. To cross 
the Atlantic was reckoned a marvellous sharpener of wit, and doubdess 
the community was bettor for the trip. They go so now, from the scliools. 
But besides this, which is much, men leave their practice, yp?, and 
their families — learned and c»stahlished practilionei-s, and start off, and in 
about ten days are a thousand leagues from home and practice, and 
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among new nations^ new faces, new worlds. Now is not this excellent? 
Who conimendeth it not ? The medical neophyte couies hojue with the 
vrtstigt of Ibreigii tiavel about lam — ^he is a novelty — he has brought 
tomd with him exceUeot knowledgey and a haodsome coat. He ia leady 
to mount the brass, and to let the woild of home know where he is« 
He is ready, too, to let that same woild know what he is, as opportunitj 
may serve. He is harnessed and ready to draw. 

But settled practitioners, we said, have in numbers plucked up 
stakes of late, and noiselessly slipped away. Now this is excellent. 
Who is not rejoiced to leam, in eveiy Ibt of passengers his eye may 
meet, the names of well-known men, whom the world have honored, and 
in whom large puhlirs ronfid*- — who have been faitliful to work till rest 
or change is asked tor. i^mily souglit — and who liave obeyed the tnist- 
worthy instinct and are away before near acquaintanres dream of their 
departure. This season is remarkable, it was said, for tliis kind of \sm- 
fessional travelUng. Professors of medical schools, north and south, eiu»t 
and west, are on tlie wing. They have got through the winter session 
die escaping the spring ones, are off for study, for pleasure, for genuine 
relaxation, and some ior healtli ; and most heartily do we wish they may 
get full measure of each. 

No physician m actual practice knows what entire relaxation firam 
business is. His bed, his study, his table, his fiunily — ^it b wrong to call 
these his — ^they are none of his,-^tbey are daily sacrifices to his stem 
duty. He is the willing, cheerfhl servant of all. Summer or winter; 
wet or dry, sick or well, in sorrow or in joy ; the physician in theory 
and in practice is to be forever ready, from liLs gmduation to his death- 
day. That is, he is to be ready while on the spot, and as long as Ws 
name is up. And who takes it do\\ ti ? The executor may ! The law- 
yer has rest, periodicnl rest, vacations. He travels just \shen. and as 
he pleases. The clergyman gets bronchitis^ and a vote of absence, and 
continued salary — and he, too. travels, or, if in health, is delegated to a 
world*s convention of sf)!iic sort, and rejoices in the " wide weltering 
>ea,'' and in the novelties and fn (loin of foreign peoples and in the new 
ur of other climes. The physician at his post has no rest — has no time. 
Ke is the cheerfiillest of men notwithstanding, and the hardest worked of 
hem all. He is m the midst and pressure of sufiermg and sorrow, and 
ret in his own heart he has the deep consciousness that he b tr^ng to 
Bmove both, and in that, and m his frequent success, he has peace and joy. 
If eeting one day an old physician, a true gendeman, and of more than 
fO — he lived m the country, and used to dnve to town in an old-fashion- 
d sulkey — meeting this honored acquaintance one day, the talk fell on the 
>ioies8ioa, its pleasures and its trials, and the question rose how old iu 
notice my friend of the sulkey was. " I have been in the fills fifty 
ears,'* said he, and with a twinkle in the tail of his eye, he added, " 1 
stay in them as long as 1 can be buckled in." Here was chccrfid 
aticnce, for he did a sufl^'ring work out there aniui Lj: the Blue Hills, 
low liappy he always sri in d. and how wide was the love for him ! 
fow fbreipii travel lakes a medical man, as the saying is, right out of 
aiiiess and track. The slate liangs clean in the entry. The bell rests 
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1232 Profemoml Travel 

all night — unwonted, tranquO sleep is on all the house. He rests, too. 
His long accumulated predisposition (to be professional)^ for pleasurable 
excitement— delight with the new, with anything that b change, iolb- 
widi brings with it gratificatioiii and alteratioa m him. He gets a new step, 
a different gait. He walks fitster He talks fiister, and for a day or 
Iwo even after he gets home again, men say how much changed ! — ^bov 
lull of spirit I Yes, sometimes, how young ! We remember a fieqpioil 
' visiter here from abroad, a ini dical man in the largest and hest praclioe 
in London — Dr. Holland. He has been with us a number oi tmies^ 
and takes mterest in what he finds here. It is said that he packs up and 
funs away from practice every year, making a varation of good two 
months in the finest seafson, and w itli the modem facilities of travel, tr^^^lt• 
himself often to new peoples and new climes. Now is not this a nK>st 
excellent habit — an admirable rule and mo<ie of life ? Doi^s it no; 
keep heart and mind, both, in health, and active — lengthen life and 
make its whole years, latest as well as rarVK^st, worth having — worth dc- 
ing much to prolong^? We are told to luUow good example. What 
better one for a doctor than this? And who more worthy to set it titan 
the man who has done so much to honor his profession, and who so 
largely deserves its honor ? 

It IS grateful, in this notice of medical travelling, to find that our friewb 
at home are on the wing. Boston is numerously represented in Europb 
We miss three professors in our medical schoot—Professors H. J. Bige- 
low, J. B. S. Jackson, and J. P. Cook, who are filling the interval be- 
tween the lecture terms with large opportimilies for increasing the knou - 
iedge to the acquisition of which they have devoted so much of their 
lives ; and thus are making tliemselves more valuable teachers and pitc» 
titioTiers of their stn'cral callings. The ^nme is tnie of professofs of 
other medical schools. In the journals and newspapers of the dav. 
read constantly of liiese important chan2;e> of place, and all of which 
will bring with thenj their reward. Other members of the profe'-Vion an) 
away. We miss some of our pleasant professional iu quaintant and 
friends who are thus passing a few months abroad, and for \\ honi w e bar? 
too sincere regard to wish them for our sakes to hurr)- home. !\evt : 
was the time here so healthful, and enough of the body remain to 
serve to the republic of disease a safe care. 

There a another class, of whom a word. These do not travel. Ttiev 
remain at home, professional fixtures, and day and night are on hamL 
Some of thes(>, it is thought, have grown old, or, at aH events^ are grow- 
ing rasty. To such, chan^ of place and circumstance would be of im* 
mense advantage. Pat aside a dull razor for a month or two, and it is 
found to be quite sharp when next used. Your coat is growing dd. Its 
seams rejlcci the light, and other places have lost tlieir nap. Put this 
coat into n clrnw er and keep it d;!rk for a few months. Then take it out 
and put it on, and you will hardly know it ; and the passer by mav siDp 
to congratulate you on yotir new j)urchase. Now, if such changes hap- 
pen to dead matter, old razors and old clothes, what may not. nay. whrii 
does not happen lo an old body, fiDid lorelirn travel? With a sliirht \-^^- 
riation we may say of such — Calum et animum inuiuiU qui trans mare cur- 
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runr. The mfaid is waked ftom the slumbermg of a routine UfeJ 
The new heaveni and the new ourtb give to it frMr life. And thdif 
bow active beeomes thought— >how rajnd » mtrilectual and moMd sym- 
pathy. Unknown men, distinguished men are visited. The ainu^^er has 

much that is novel to communicate, for his old ex]>eriences are in the fordgfll 
land, and tn the foreifrn mind, new. Habitual expressions of rountpnance, 
lor^ a^Hx'iated inteilectual m;tnirestatinns, trra dually give way before the 
foreign life, and the staid old man loses nuirh of llie time-worn in the 
first place ; and the repiaciii^^^ of the new, iii the second, inaku him, as 
tlic phrase is, an altered iiiuu." He conies home. He hears every- 
where of die change, and of tlie improvement, and goes to work again 
with not a litUe of the firesbness and vivacity of earlier years. Far be 
it fiom me to compaie an old doctor to a dull nucor» or to a thread-bare 
rmty coat. But nov striking the change in both ; in the one nat 
and hjr ^^^g forptcen, the other wholly by new niodes and sceoeg nf 
being and of acting. 

Bhit, says the old but perfecdy active and healdilul physician, I am 
an old man* 1 cannot live lon<^. I want rest. I cannot take the 
chances, the rough and tumble of life ; my heart is ossified, or the aorta is, 
and if I move a step quicker, or get a jolt, why the old woni-out oigan 
may Inirst, and that will be the end of me. I have, finally, got into cer- 
tain ways, and I cannot i:n out of them for plen<5nnter ones. I am satis- 
6ed." Now, with entire respect for these aged and iionored friends, I cannot 
see the force of any or of all the objections they bnn«T to forei<;n travel. 
I do not believe their hearts are half so bad as they tell us they are. I 
do not believe so much in this heart disease," which the coroner so 
often diagnoses after death and without any post-mort. And if it really 
exist, 1 will venture without a fee to say that such change as foreign travel 
bnnp with it, may be the hest means of anresting the malady, and of 
puttmg it where it may be forgotten. 

But bow shall this class |et away ? How diall they break loose finom 
the safe and pleasant moorings which bacd-^woiked fiames, and deeply, 
wrought minds, have looked for and found in the competency and conft- 
dences of age ? Grown old, and getting rusty, make up the whole case. 
Tlio remedy for such symptoms is foreign travel. But when and how tO 
go. Leave home at once. Resolve to do this, and be off. To deter- 
mine upon such an act is flill half of it.s preparation. To begin it is the 
other half — its arrompli>!nnenf. There nn jjov'^il^le ohjection to this 
course. There is no danger and no dii;coinioii in it. PrereflenT, expe- 
rience, is in its Hivor, and nio«^t seriously do wi- rt'( ()iii[n< ri(l tlie trial to all 
those who can make it. 1 snoke to an old friend about this matter, a 
short time since. He said lie was old and tired, and wanted noiliing so 
much as rest. He does work still, however, though in years and in 
weahh— recollects " melting days." He was wailing quietly for a rest 
whieh would last forever. Why not consciously and practically begin 
it now? 

We have some home travel which has been thought pleasant and 
usefol. Phyacians fiom every State meet annually in some one, slay 
savaial days, do some business ; but, better and above all, get away 
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fiom home, from every-day toil, from the eternal sameness of every- 
day, every-hour duty, and endlessly-repeatod avocation'^. They see 
diircrent men, different societir^. mnr t old ar(jnaiiuances and make ne--. 
These are excellent tlrifiL^s, these annual prolessjonal and friendly nirei- 
ings, and we iio|)«' tliey may be forever. The present year, in May, 
the Association meet in ClunU ston, S. C. Its latest session was in Cin- 
cinuaii. It had been North and somew hat South before. Take a month, 
ye who propose to go to Charleston — ami liavel about, and take your 
pleasure in unobstructed leisure. We who remain mean to go to Wor- 
cester with the Massachusetts Medical Society, and give at least one day 
of spring time to the country, and to rest. Should it be my lot to make 
a larger demand on the time of the year, I will tell you of some of my 
experiences, which, if you please, you may tell to the hrethren. * 



UOMCEOPATHY. 

BT BDWAHD WABaUl, K.D. 
(GofnmaalMMd Air ih« BiMum Mndteal mmI Siwffled J«vjnMd.| 

Thk medical profession have undoubt* bestow cd sulFicient attention 
upon the doctrines of llaluiemann and Ills luUowers, from the time tif 
their first promul^fation. and have thoroughly and impartially investigated 
ihein, at least so far as light can be obtained from their books or publi- 
cations. The result h^ been, that the profession have pronounced 
against them, and essajrs and papers have not been wanting in which the 
princides and practice of honoceopathy have been held up to ridicule, as 
absura and unj^iilosophical. 

Yet, I believe that this mode of practice is greatly indebted to its ene- 
mies iSar its extension and popularity. All its opposers have united in ex- 
pressing their con6dence in the harmlessness of the medicines employed. 
This assurance has weighed mof^with the public of all classes, Uian all 
that has been said of the inefficiency of the practice. People lovt* 
novelty, and once assured of the safety of the means employed, they 
are eager lo try the system. The snialhips^ of the doses is a strong 
conimendatjon. Regular physicians assure them that the nu'dicines are 
perfectly haniVh >s : homceopathists assure them that they can cure them. 

The wriirr of an able article in the Modico-Cbirurgical Review, April, 
1650, remarks ujhju the impropriety of the designation "allopaiij" for 
the regular practitioner ; as legitimate medicine is based upon no such 
doctrine as emUrmia eontmm curmUur, He uses the words " ottfao- 
doK," regular " and le^ptimate " medicine, in which I propose to 
follow bim, at the risk of censure for undue assumption. 

I would ask, then, are regular practitkmere jusufied in stating tbfttthe 
remedies employed by hooMBopathists are harmless and inert. We coo- 
sider their tlieory false, but a celebrated ancient authority tells us that 
" all medical theory is false." On the other hand, we have the highest 
nkiibsopbKal authority ior the assertion, that there is no error whieh 
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does not contain a portion of truih. It is owing, then, to the portion 
of trnth they contain, that the doctrines of honuEopathy flourish. 

Have orthodox phyriciaoa ever followed the homceopath into the sick 
chamber ; or analyzed hb dnig^ ? Is he really bound by his master's 
dieories, any more than we are bound by the dogmas of Hippocrates, 
Galen or Sydenham ? We think ourselves privileged to draw from all 
sources in the cause of humanity ; whatever is found bene6cial in the 
bands of the empiric, tiie nostrum vender, the bydropathist, or the ho- 
mceopatbbt, we employ without hesitation. Are we not to believe that 
the homoeopath will do the same ? 

It will he found in practice, both here and in Europe, timt these prac- 
titioners employ the most powerful remedies in tlie phannacopceia in 
iheir treatment of the sick ; medicines in whirfi very great efficiency 
may be obtained in very small bulk. For diseases of the skin, ibey give 
arsenic ; for nervous lieadachc, diseases of the spine, &.c., they give nux 
t'omica. Nux vomica or strychnine seems to be the favorite medicine. 
l¥e find that during the prevalence of cholera in Russia, the homcEopa- 
tbists boasted of considerable success, and their medicines were veratrum 
dbuin, ipecac, and nux vomica. )t matters little, as to the result, whe- 
ifaer strychnme is actually employed, or whether the^ have the power of 
ireparing an equally powerful extract of nux vomica. It is generally 
pven by them of sufficient efficiency to produce dizziness. There can 
le no doubt that we might advantageously employ strychnine, much 
nore extensively than we do, if its use was not attended with so much 
ianger ; a slight increase of the dose sometimes producing terrible efiect& 
iomoBOpathists employ ipecac, in bulk. It is an exception to their rules, 
Mit it is sanctioned by the dof^ma similin similibus. Ipecac, produces 
'omiting, and is one of the i7in-t cffiripnt means of checking it. Dr. 
Billing notices a similar power in ;inlimony. Nearly all this class of 
iractitioners avail themselves of liydropatliy. Blisters, venesection, 
eeches, injection^, &c., are not rejected. 

The tempiailons to become liomcefipatliists are very great. I^et us 
up pose that a young man educated at the medical schools, commences 
iractice either in the city or the country. His abilities may not be 
ufficient to attract attention, and he cannot starve. He goes into a 
•ew place, purchases some homoBopathic books and medicines, and com- 
lences a new career. Patients are attracted to him by novelty ; and 
e tells them that the mediciAes he gives require the utmost caution 
'ith regard to diet and regimen, to insure their efficacy. He tells them 
onestly that his medicines are safe, but that there may he very great 
ower, when required, in his small doses. Cutaneous diseases are sub- 
litted to him, and these he cures with arsenic ; jnot secretly, but openly. 

patients have perfect confidence that so small doses are perfectly 
arnilecc;, ai^i they have orthodox warrant for believing so. Nervous 
^•idaches, spinal affections and neural L;ia, are cured with strychnia or 
lorphine. For emetics, he enif)!ovs aiuimonv. or resorts to the regular 
OSes of ipecac, with the a|M>lu*iy similin similibus. For rntharlics, he 
;ui ofien advantageously substitute enemata. For inflamiiitiiioii, he i*e- 
jrts to hydropathy, or, when necessary, to leeches, blisters and vene- 
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sectkm. Moiphbe can be employed to procure sleep, and conoave 

sttbliinatp, or some more powerful preparation, when mercury is de- 
manded. Wherever the expectant system is required, bis hundredth and 

millionth dilutions come into pla^. 

He has diis immLmsc and senoos advantage. His patient does not 
attempt to understand the medicine given, but he feels perfect confi- 
dnnce in it'= sifptv. If. by soni-^ mistake, lie gives an ove^-d^^ * of mor- 
phine or stryclinine, and tho patient dies, still no blame can In' aitribnt^^l 
to him, for tlie drug having theoretically sutfered its uiiiiiontli diUiuon, 
orthodox medicine, In ophy, logic and law combine to acq i i him; 
and the death is alliibuud to the inefficiency oi the means employed. 
He will b(! moro cautions in luime. 

He has another serious advantage, especially in country practice. 
The broken-nosed teapots may remain quietly upon the sfaJvra, where 
chance or prudent housewifery has arranged them, and if the anxious 
mother or nurse inquires — Will there be any harm in giving a little then 
rough wort, motherwort, catnip, saffron or pinkroot ? " the answer is prompt 
and decisive, Such medicines entirely disagree with homoeopathic prac- 
tice, and are absolutely inadmissible/' The nurse or the mother is quiet- 
ed at once, because she perceives that though these are-iexcellent medi- 
dnes when combined with what the regular doctor gives, they will not 
agree with tlie homoeopathic drugs. The nurse would be highly offended 
to have it supposed she did not understand all the medicines given by the 
orthodox, practitioner ; but to homceopatby, she must blindly resign 
herselC 

Will it he maintained thai these practitioners inform their patients that 
their medicaies have actually suffered such or such a degree of dilution ? 
They inform them that such is the system or theoiy, not thai ihc medi- 
cine given is prepared in that way and no other. They give their pa- 
tients what they thmk is most for their benefit. 

It is absurd to believe that rational men, well educated in the l^ili- 
mate schools, and successful in pi actice, believe in absolute absurdideSy 
and that tliey do not know the efficiency of the medicines they habitually 
'Compound and administer ; that tliey fondly delude tliemselves with the 
Idea that the tenth part of a grain of charcoal, after its millionth divi- 
sion, has in each miUiootb part an enormous power and virtue, while it is 
absolutely inert. It b less absurd to suppose that this power really 
exists, than that they are deceived. Do they never taste their own 
medicines? Neither is it any compliment to the understanding; of the 
patient, to suppose him to take m<-dieines year after yeai', which are as 
powerless as the water tlu^y are tliluted with. 

The truth eonlained in homoeopathic tlieory has, perhaps, not heen 
sudiciently attended to. The doctrine of like to like, taids ils sujjjK>rt 
in the properties of mercury, hark, ipecac, &ic. VVc also give stimu- 
lants to procure i^leep ; that is, exciung remedies to allay excitement. 
A more important principle is this, that the medicinal power of an agent 
is increased by the minute division of its partbles. Thus mercury, io 
itself inert, becomes all powerfiil merely by minute division of its particles. 
It is also a truth, though but little acted upon, that the efficacy or 
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power of iiii article is not always increased in proportion to its bulk. 
A small dose of mercury may act, even as a caihariic, more power- 
fully Uian a larger dose. That a small dose of ipecac, will do the 
same, will be readily understood, because a large dose is ejected so much 
quicker. A small portion of food wiU often lay in a feeble stomach like 
lead, while a larger dose ^ill rouse the powers of digestion into ac- 
tivity. Suicides often fail in their purpose by taking too large doses of 
poison. 

Jn what I have said, I have not drawn a nit^re fancy sketch ; still 1 
would not be thought to have any individuals in view, nor as having 

any wrsli to enter the lists against hom(jeopat!iy. My design is to call 
the attention of rej^iilar jiliysirians to the practice, no* tlif tlieory in 
question, and to the inquiry whether powerful nicdiciiirs — nicdirincs of 
iiiuiH iise power — are not in reality ^iven by soi-cUsant lioinreopalliic 
pliy^icians, and whether they are jii'itiried in pronouncini,^ them inert or 
haiiiile«!;s ? A fatal case related in tlie t27ih vohimc of this Journal af- 
fords lull proof that this question is not an unreasunubie or unfound- 
ed one. 

In regard to the homceopatbic medicines which are offered for sale, I 
suppose that they are generally harmless : but here, too, nux vomica 
plays a conspicuous part ; and it may be a worthy suhjectof inquiry, 
whether this drug can be taken long in increased doses without serious 
injury ; and whether some of the anomalous diseases which puzzle us 
under the likeness of rheumatism, neuralgia, spinal or cephalic disease, 
and sometimes terminate fatally, have not, in fact, originated from the 
improper use of thb or some other hom<popathic medicine which acts 
upon the nervous centres, or the " solar plexus and the vagus." 

I ohserve that a pnra<rraph from the Report of the Committee of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society, complimentary to homfropathy, as far 
a5« relates to diminished doses of incdtcines, has hecn copied into the 
daily pajjers. Taken apart from its connection, it may have a wider 
eHect in giving an indirect sanction to its doctrines than the Committee 
intended. 

It is to the progress of medical science, and to the laborious researches 
and observatbns of such men as Andral, Louis, Prout, and others whom 
I coidd mentxm, both alnioad and at home ; In pathology and at the bed- 
mde of the patient ; and to the labors and skill of the chemist in sepa- 
rating the active and useful principles of medicine from the inert or the 
prejudicial, that we are more truly indebted for this improvement in the 
use of medicine as prescribed by regular physicians. With regard to die 
quantity and bulk of drugs actually consumed by the public, 1 fear that 
it is, at least, as large as in former times. 

Notwithstanding all the improvement in the orthodox administration 
of pharmaceutical aixent-^, that man would really confer one of tlio 
greatest henefits upon his race, and at the same time contribute to the 
comfort, thoui^h not the emolument of the medlrnl j)mfession, who coidd 
ronvince them of the folly of dosinL' themselves, either with patent^ ho- 
mcEopalhic, or with the most orthodox drugs. 

JScwtm Lower FaUs, Mareh 31, 1851. 
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use OF THE MTRATE OF SILVER. 

To th« EdUor of the Boiton Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Siu, — It may be useful to the profession to cive my plan of using nilraie of 
silver. Thr old form of stick or pein. il I lung since found to be very 
convenit iitj and 1 adopted the plan of casting il iuio balls. Ordi- 
nary pistol and musket bullet moulds are well adapted to it. Fiue the 
nit (crystallized) in a porcelain capsule, waim tiie iron bullet mould, 
and cast it just as you. would a leaaen bullet. You can then cement 
the bullet finnly, to a wood or other holder, with black sealing wax. In 
this fomi it presents a smoodi surfiuse, and you can make it as large as 
you please ; and in the application of it to erysipelatous inflamed sur- 
races thb is important. With the small bullet you can touch the surface 
of the eyelids, in scrofulous conjunctivitis, and the eiysipelas of tbe &ce, 
very comfortably ; and, let me add, with infinitely more effect than with 
the solution. In applying the nitrate to the cervix ut^ri, and ilie va- 
ginal cavity, 1 us'- t}ie hall attached to a rod sheathed with a lilass tube; 
withdrawinj^ the bali mto the tube until I have reached tbe extremity 
of the cavity, then proiei titnj; it, I sweep th^ cavity around the cervii 
circularly, <i;ra(liially workinii n outwards uniil the whole or such part 
of the cavity has been touciied iis 1 desire, then withdraw the ball into 
the tube, and withdraw that. By this means I save entirely the clL>a- 
greeable and painful use of the speculum ; and by shielding the ball widi 
the glass tube I avoid touching the external parts, or any part noc de> 
sired to be touched. 

To old ulcers and sores, I use nearly a saturated solutkm of the nitiale 
with the happiest effect. I wet the whole diseased surface with a cam- 
el*s-hair pencil, dressing afterwards witli lint I have jiist got through 
with a severe case of carljuncle, that I also treated with the strong solu- 
tion in the same way. I'he pain of the carbuncle was relieved in half 
an hour after tlie first application. Yours, 

Baliitnore, JMd»yApnl8, (851. Gideon B. Smith, M.D. 



URINARY CALCULUS. 

To the Editor of the Botton Medical and Sitr^eal Journal. 

Sir, — Perhaps the following case may not be without interest to the 

profession. 

1 first saw Mr. S., ai;ed about 70 years, January 3d, 1851. He had 
suffered for twenty years, from some degree of difficulty in voiding hb 
oime. About three years before the time 1 fii-st saw him, he was obliged 
to resort to the use of a catheter, which he had used most of the time 
since ; and for tbe last several months of his illness, it was necessary to 
introduce it as often as every three or four hours, and sometimes even 
ofteaer. At my first visit he requested me to sound him, which 1 did. 
1 discovered immediately, on the introduction of the sound into the blad> 
''"^a calculus of evidently large dimensions and exceedingly rough to 
He died Marco SSth, after a long and most sufoing ilhicfis. 
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The foUowing day | made a post-mortem examinatloii, assisted by a 
oe^hfaoring physician. The result was the ibllowing. 

Evidence of coosideiable former disease at apex of right lung. Some 
adhesion of costal and pulmonary pleura. Traces of inflammation were 
ibund on mucous membrane of stomach, and the jejunum was almost in a 
gangrenous condition. The right kidney was partially disorganized, and 
yielded on pressure a poriibrm matter. The left kidney was one com- 
!>)*'(e?ac, fron) which escaped about a pint of foetid pus. On opening 
ili<^ bladder, a stono was discovered as large as an ordinary-sized hen's 
egi;, somewhat flattened, and as rou<:;h almost as ronil. 

How long had lliis stone probably been lonnin^ '* Three ypars or 
L wen t y ? Pet er Pin eo, M , D. 

Barnstable f Mass,^ April ^th, 1851. 



QUACKERY, VKRSL'S THE REGULAR iMEDICAL PRACTICE. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 
iiB, — In the April number of your Journal there appears an article on 
omoeopathy, purporting to be from a member of the regular profession 
f medicine ; or, as he and many others in, as well as out, of the pro- 

ssion, indiscreetly, inadveitently or i<:norantly, term it, allopathy. Now 
for one, as a rej^ular medical jiraetitiouer, protest against the employ- 
lent of this, or any other term, to f)»"~it,niate onr practice. It is this fact 
liich has promoted, Is still advannii^. and will rontimie to encourage, 
K.' promuloation and support of (piaeker)', under the name of the ))ar- 
7-iilar pathy by which its inventor, or rather promulgator, chooses to de- 
)minate it. And if the members of the regular profession consent to 
rknowledge a specific name, similar to the others, they . reduce them* 
Ives to the same level, and thus place themselves and their practice 
I a par, so far as the public is concerned, which does not generally 
issess sufficient knowledge to properly discriminate, among all those 
imerous practitioners and systems of quackery in vogue at the present 
ne. 

iVow there are only two divisions of the medical profession— or, rather, 
Jy one— the term as applied to the second being palpably a misno- 
jr ; viz., first, the regular practice y which has for its object the preven- 
n, cure and treatment of disease on rational priiifij^les, and in accord- 
\v\\h the laws of nature; and, second, the irrcs^ular practice, con- 
ing of the various subdivisions of homoeopathy, hydropnthv, Thom- 
lism, &£C., the votaries of which are in jyeneral actuaie(i 1)\ no other 
tive than to deccMve the community and thus promote then own sel- 
i and pecuniary interests. Although occasionally there may be, and 
doubt IS, drawn into them some weak-minded, yet well-meaning man. 
o may possess a small or a vast amount of knowledge, ^et it will 
almost univenally found that such men are defbient in wisdom, or, 
at is absolutely necessary for the proper appreciation and application 
all koowledge, good common sense. It is within the ex[)enence of 
men, that £ey have known, and do know personsj some highly edu- 
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cated, with an abundtiiee of knowledge, yet deBcient ki that mfM in* 
portaot of all requi^tes, wisdom, to nse it properly ; lice an engiae liA 
a plentiful supply of steam, but no eogtneer, or a crasj one, to loiile 
it. On the otber hand, there are persons who have no educatioa « 
all, not even suflicient to read or write their own names, yet by beisg ii 
the possession of good common sense, they comparatively seldom coor 
mit errors of judgment, except those necessarily arising fioro a winCcf 
knowledge. 

Id consideration of the above facts, and many olhere w hich might be 
mentioned, it is the duty of the remilar profession to discard all names 
whicli have beni, and will be, artfully apj)lied to it, hy these quark?.!'* 
render the distance in the public mind less between them and th*' true 
iover'^ nnd praciilioni'is of science. }^)' so doing, tli^e prelcnders m>' 
uell know that they will draw u veil over the eyes of the public, ami 
thus distort iheir vision with regard to the merits of the correcl and trw 
principles of medicine, while the otherwise glaring faults and absurd 
claims of those which they pretend to call principles will be modified 
and made to appt^ar the only ones worthy of any confidence. 

In conclusion, I am constrMned to reiterate m^r protest apiast, nd 
disavowal of, all such terms to designate our profession ; Ibr it is oordnii 
not to acknowledge any patby, nor adopt any exclusive system, whki 
may have a tendency to contract our views of nature and the laws by 
which she is governed, but practise, as we do, on those broad principle* 
of science which have been, and may still be, established by the 
united efforts of the ablest intellects that have existed and labored, from 
the earliest period to the present time, for the benefit and happtoessof 
mankind. 

With the hope that thc^e few and desultory remarks may induce i 
belter appreciation, and a more correct v\(?\v of tliis subject, 

I remain very respectfully yours, MeniCCS. 
Fhikddphw, Ajnil Sth, 1851. 



OPIUM IN STRANGULATED HERNIA. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Suri^iraf Journalm 

Sir, — After reading in your Journal of March 5th, the treatment of t 
case of strangulated scrotal hernia, I was left in doubt, which of tbetw 
remedies produced the successful nuluction, the anodyne or the ciippii:- 
glass. 1 have seen opimn given, in several cases of strangulated hernia, 
where taxis by skilful hands proved unsuccessful, to allay the pain, unii! 
a -uriroon could be procured, when, on arrival, the tumor haddi*' 
aj)pt ured or reduction was easily eiiected. 

J. P., aged 60, of Warwick, had a scrotal hernia of many years stand- 
ing; had worn a truss. Jan. 1, 1841), Dr. Taylor was called, andafef 
roiny unsuccessful efl^xts by taxis, 1 was called in consultation. Orde^ 
ed morphine, gr. J, to he rented in one hour. After the patient be- 
came mlly under the operation of the morphine, the tumor was stfilf 
redded* 
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Mr. R, 70, of Atbo!, had a acioul hernia for thirty years ; had 
won a truss. May 4, 1849, called in the evening to reduce it, after 
many efforts by taxis. Ordered opium, gr. I, every two hours. Called 

M hours after, w hen gentle efforts e^t^ the desired object. 

C. N., aged SO, liad a hernia for 85 years ; had worn a truss. May 
8th, 1850, whilst riding in his carriaf^e his truss slipped, the hernia de- 
scended very kroe, and he could not reduce it as usual. Called Dr. 
Bemis. 2 o'clock, P. M., who after considerable effort requested Dr. Bur- 
ton to be called in. Tn\is was renewed, and w ith no better effect, and 
It was now thought the only alternative was an o[)eration. I was s.(mt 
for, and reached tlic patient 7 o'eloek. As ihv. tunior was very lender, 
1 advised to delay fnrther eliurts and the operation until opium had been 
tried. Ordered riKiipiiine, gr. ^, to be repeated every two hours. Met 
Ul consultation 7 o'clock next morning, when 1 was mfonned the tumor 
had been very easily reduced an hour before my arrival. 1. V. W. 

Rojfobtan, April \, 1851. 
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

Jerusalemt March IQol. — After rauL'ini^ over Palesiinc, from one 

point of interest lo another, il hardly seems like a reality that I am quietly 
seated in the ancient and renowned city of Jerasalem. A month's fatigue 
op horseback, over, perhaps, the worst roads on the face of the earth, from 
eight to twelve hours a da?i is enough to disoualify one for deliberate 
wriiinn^. I have seen so much, and passed through so many places of histo- 
rical interest, connected with the early condition of the human race and 
thu cotninencement and deveiopiuenl of Christianity, that il is difficult to 
determine where to commence an account of my muvcments since the last 
communication of February 4th. Although the primary object on this^ as 
OD former occasions, is to furnish intelligence in regard to the science of 
medicine, and the character of the prevalent diseases of the countries Tisit- 
ed, yet, if nothing else were admissible into the Journal, my letter? would 
be little more than skeletons, because there is not enouf»h of this kind 
alone to be gathered in the whole of Syria to make liaU a dozen passes of 
profitable matter. Under such circuinsiunccs, therefore, I must be per- 
mitted to write out freely and unrestrained fron» among the mass of mate- 
rials naturaUy gathered in traver&ing this extraordinary portion of the old 
world. 

I have visited Tyre, Sidon and Ca>sarea, and old Joppa, the only port in 
the Holy Land. They are in diii^nified ruins, to be sure; but can a city 

said lo be utterly desolate and its site forgotten, which is walled, has a 
population of four ihuusand souls, an organized military police, and a cir>- 
vernor? Sidon and Tyre are in humble circumsianccs — the mere shadows 
}f their once maratime opulence and proud pre-eminence ; but to my ap- 
>reben8ion the prophetic denunciation respecting them is yet to be fulfilled : 
:be time of their otter extinction lies in the future. Of this, however, 1 
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shall di:>cour5e hereafter and in another way. On Mount Carme1,tlierefy 
Spot where Elijah sat when the Hule cloud was seen rtsing not larger dns' 
a man's hand, and the borders of the river Kishon, near Kypher, the filthi- 
est town on the whole coast of the Mediterranean» where he slew thefiihe 
prophets, are indicated with exactness. Bat the extensive reDiains of Sarep* 
ta, the city where the barrel of flour wasted not, present a great field for in- 
vestigation. Go where you may on the borders of the sea, the broken remains 
of the works of nmn in ages Jonij^ before the birth of a snigie counir)' in 
Europe, are both prominent and striking objects. The descriptions of for* 
sakea cities usually found in books of travels, are very inaccurate, and, as 
fares I have had opportunity of personal investigation, sncli books are Vyw 
means reliable aathortty. Men view the same objects with very difieictt 
emotions; and when under the excitement produced by seen - sosoieL 
and 80 hallowed as those referred to by the writers of the Old TestaraeDl, 
particularlyt it is not singular that they disagrree materially. But leatinf 
the dis!cn«sion of such topic?, it i? no unbridling of the iningination lo ^aT 
that Syria, of all countries in ilie world, ofTers the best harvest for a s t- 
«Miti(ic and archii^ological exploration. Why, every hill-side has been :ai 
iniu; every ledge of rocks shows the mark of the chisel; and broken cii- 
terns, huge columns, quarried stone, the ground plots of temples, iwl^ 
pillars standing alone on eminences, the history of which* no ooe \vmi 
near them knows, cannot be otherwise than productive of materials for the 
scholar and the professional architect. 

I followed the seashore leisurely, comparatively speaking, from Beyroot 
to Jaffa. A diversion was made into the mountain*? of Lebanon; there I 
visited Kl Kamer, a large town in the mountains, where those stran:? 
people, the Druses, reside. When a Druse woman has been oncj 
with a horn fastened on her head, from one foot to twenty inches in length, 
poised at difTercni angles, the readers of the Psalms will better compre* 
nend what is meant by the term " exalting your horn," &c. None bat 
married females wear them. They are made of tin, wood, horn or tilftt' 
The poorest woman I have seen in a Druse village, all tattered and ttrHi 
barefooted and poverty-stricken in all respects, wore a horn as longaol 
npright a«? the lady of the sheik. 

At El Kamer, a town of 5000 inhabitants, is the palace of the Pnnce 
of the mountain, who wa« decoyed to Constantinople at the age of nearly 
ninety, with his two sons, where the old man and one of the princes sua* 
denly died, a few years since. A force of 900 Turkish soldiers is kept io 
that solitary elevation, to overawe and keep in subjection the tari)Qleiit 
blood of those hardy, independent mountaineers. It being noised sbrni 
soon af^er lodgings were secured for the night, that a hakeem had arriie^i 
the demand for my professional services was very active. I had opporta- 
nities of seeing the interior of Mussulman dwellings, and learning 
of the domestic economy and customs of the Turks and Arabs, both in 
Egypt and Syria, in consequence of being a physician, than could b»« 
been obtained ui any other way. 

From tiie high peaks of Anti-Libanus, we descended to the coast, ini 
surveyed every inch of the way worth exanunation, till we reached Jem- 
salem. From this city excursions were made wherever curiosity prompt* 
ed, till it may be said that we saw the whole. To recount all and every* 
would be both tedious to the reader and a repetition of descriptiois 
^•!ommon in whatever relates to the sacred geography and antiqoi* 
*i|atine. The manger in Bethlehem was visited. Also iktliafif> 
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the Mount of Olives, the Garden of Gethsemnne ; the terrace midway up 
the hili, where tradition says the Saviour sal when he exclaimed, ''Jerusa- 
lem, how often would I have gathered thee as a hen gatbereth her chick* 
«D8 under her wings;'' — the apartment where the Lord's supper was 
institQted ; the bouse of CaiaphaSt where he was accused ; the hill of evil 
council, where the plot of his destruction was devised ; Nazareth, where 
tilirty years of his sojourn on earth were passed; Jacob's well, near Na* 
blous, the ancient city of Shochim, where the discourse wns held with the 
woninn of Sarnariii ; the Lake of Tiherias, where he was accustonud to 
^ isit wiih liis (ii.sciples; Capernaum; the scene of the miracle of ffoding 
ilie five thousand. At a distance was seen the mouijuiiii where Chrii^i's 
sermon is said to have been delivered, and the high peak, where the tra- 
dition of Christians and Mabommedans declares he was tempted forty days. 
Besides Yiewing Cana in Galilee, where the water was turned into wine, 
and the little town where the widow's son was raised from the dead, I 
stood upon the spot where the church declares he was cruciHod, and the 
sepulchre where his body was laid. Broken down, debased and humbled 
as Jerusalem is, it must continue to be the rallying point of Christians of 
every country in all succeeding ages. It is impossible not to be excited by 
a new train of emotiotis, while standing on such hallowed ground. I 
made a thorough exploialion of Jericho, the river Jordan, and the northern 
extremity of the Dead Sea. On ascending the mountains through the 
wilderness where John the Baptist proclaimed the near approach of the 
"kingdom of heaven, to Mar Saba, a convent that has stood tbe wear and 
tear of fifteen hundred years, nearly the whole extent of tbe sluggish body 
of waters in that bituminous lake, could be seen at once. Just before my 
arrival on the plain of Jericho, at the fountain of Elisha, whose hitter wa- 
I' Ts, in a copious stream that still forces its way out from under a iiigh 
mountain, were purilied by that propliet, mention was made of a Fn nch 
scieniilic exploring expedition thai had just been completed. Ai Jeruya- 
lero it was reported that gentlemen of the corps announced that their dis- 
coveries were of tbe first importance to science and biblical history, as, 
among other things, they baa found and identified the ruins of Sodom. It 
occurred to me to ask the old sheik who r [ l i ted and guarded us on the 
;our through that awfully desolate and forbidding region, if he had been 
•ound the Dead Sea? He had ; and on putting the question whether there 
ivere any ruins of towns, or walls of masonry, lo be seen, he declared there 
•vere not, for he was familiar with the route the expedition had taken ; and 
believed he told the truth. Within fifteen days after, we overlook the 
vhole party at Cssarea Phillippi, and, finally, at Damascus had lodg- 
ngs in the same house. This circumstance enables me to remark on 
iome of the alleged results of their labors, reports of which may reach 
he United States and assume a much more important form than they de- 
erre. A member of the French Institute, accompanied by some half a 
!<i7'^n gentlemen, with twenty mules for luggage and instruments, and 
ervants of all orders, made nearly the round of the Dead Sea. Bui the 
^♦'ilouin Arabs, who lay claim to certain districts which they call their 
urisdiciioi), took theui all prisoners because one of their own irihc had not 
^ea eiuplo^'ed to give them safe conduct. They were liberated b^' pay* 
ng about six hundred dollars. It is impossible to travel any where in that 
icinity without paying money to the tribe over whose ground you pass ; 
tberwiae robbery certainly, and perhaps death, will follow* Myself and 
saociates, before leaving Jerusalem, had a regular contract drawn up, mm^ 
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deposited in the archives of the consulate. The expense to each of m 
waj! over ten dollnr" n day while on the tour. Five dollars for each wbs 
paid to the sheik — equivalent to purchasing a passport, and being obliged 
to carry bedi^, food, pack mules, horses, muleteers, servants, &c. In con* 
versation with one of tbe'commission alladed to, he assored me tliAt tiiey 
had discovered the craten of twenty Totcanoet— -had really found remaim 
of Sodom, and had gatheved an amoant of Information in regard to thit 
extraordinary region, quite new and ^^rprising. English geotlemen of 
intelligence who heard what was related, as well as myself, came to the 
com^Iurion that they had made no dij^coveries at all, not anfiripnled by our 
own country's exploring expedition to the game region, under Lt. Lynch. 
Mention was particularly made of the great pillar of salt, the discovery of 
which was certainly a trophy of our countrymen ; and li that is the oul^ 
thing they have to report upon on their return, no great glory will accne 
to tbem, as thejr will oe only the le-discoTerers of what has tieen minuid; 
described by otners. Why this colnmn of salt does not waste, after bar* 
ing stood there for thousands of years— certainly ever since the occurrence 
of that migbty volcanic force which raised the thoasand lofty, uninbabita^ 
ble mountains on the borders of those slugq^ish, sn^t nnd bitter waters, (oc- 
cupying a level thirteen hundred feet below the surface of the Mediterra- 
nean — is truly remarkable. Science has enough to do to solve this mystery, 
since the substance must necessarily be subjected a part of the year to the 
drenching of powerful raiiio, independently of other agencies in naiure 
which break down the rocks and crumble them into dost. Every thing in 
and about the plain of Jericho is so striking, and so much at variance with 
the plan usually adopted by nature, in her geological arrangements, that 
there is room enough and material inexhaustible for all scientific visiters 
in all coming time. It is far easier to construct theories, than to clearly 
get at the eiact facts in relation to natural objects as tbey exist at the 
Dead Sea. 

The Annual Mr r ting of the Massarhusftts Medical Society at JVorca- 
ter. — At the last nieetinnf of the Suliblk District Medical Society, a Com- 
mittee was appoiniod to make uiiangemetUa with the Boston and Worces- 
ter Railroad Company, to take members of the Society to Worcester and 
back at reduced rates. In order to get a reduction in the price of tickets, 
it becomes necessary to pledge that a certain number of them vrill be 
taken ; therefore, tbose members of the District Societies, who may wish 
to avail thetnselves of the privilege of going to Worcester over the B. afid 
W. Railroad at a very rcdured rate, will please send in their names, with- 
out delay, post paid, to Dr. George Stevens Jonett, Medical Journal Office, 
Ciiairmau of the Committee. 



Extrophy of the Bladder. — nouVtl . ^ nnnv of oor readers have had an 
opporiunity of seeinn^ |v!r. J***** H*****, a young man who hasa 
conijenilal malformation, technically termed extrophy of the bladder, a 
des<Tipiion of which appe-ared in our Journal sonie three years s!?m-o. and 
whose ease is alluded to by Dr. Ayer on another page of to-day's Journa'. 
Our object in again referring to this remarkable case, is to recommend the 
sufierer to the kind sympathies of profesrional men who may come in con- 
tact with him. By his physical infirmity, he is deprived of many of the 
privileges that others enjoy ; he necessarily feels that, from his eonditkat 
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he WQtt isolate himtelf from mietf, weA ean onlj be eoraptfailvely kappf 
among medical meiii who know his misfortune, and can feel for, aod pity 
him. His only means of obtaining a livelihood, for the last six years, has 

been from the compensation received by exhibiting himself before the 
classef? of our medical colleges thronq-hout the United Stntcf;, and from the 
sale of a drawing illustrative of his case. Although tiie professors in the 
several medical colleges have extended to him every kindness ond libe- 
rality, neverthelefiis, the ex[>ense atienciaiu upou travelling to and irom 
tbem quite exbauets his resources, and at the end of the year ha finds 
himself again without means. The peculiarity and unfortunate nature of 
his case« must be his passport among the profession ; and so far as our 
knowledge of him extends, we beliere that he is worthy of any charity 
that may be bestowed, and we earnestly recommend him to the considem* 
tioQ oi ihe land and beneroient. 



Professor Mutter's Valedictory, — We have received a copy of Profes- 
sor Mutter's excellent address to the graduiiting class of Jefferson Medi- 
cal CollejT^e, Philadelphia. It contains much good advice — and of a kind 
that would prove of the most essential service to the young doctor about 
commencing practice, if its applicability could only be felt. As the 
young graduate leaves the halls of his college, with strong hopes and 
high expectations of future success, he is apt to forget the kind and part- 
ing advice of an experienced, faithful teacher. In speaking of the physi* 
eian. Dr. M. says, he " must be a tkinkingt ehsernng, arid a reasoning 
moil.** One may be very diligent and industrious, and yet get no far- 
ther than this throu<j^h the whole period of his education. He may be- 
come an accomplished person, full of information ; a walking cyclopaedia ; 
and at the end of his labors may have attained the reputation of a learn- 
ed and ai^reeable person. But is this sufFicieni to satisfy a man of arnbi- 
liou ? Far frotn it! One who thus limits his view? can by no possibility 
become conspicuous in his profession, or even useful to the community in 
which he moves. He may be learned^ but he is not taise. He may be a 
cogent reasonert but he wants practical common sense. He may be fanii- 
Har with every authority under the sun, and yet fail to distinguish one 
disease from another. He can tell you what Hippocrates and Galen say, 
bulf or himself he has no opinion. He forgot, in the outset of his ca- 
reer, that the best part of every man's knowledge is that which he has 
acquired for himself, by observing closely, pondcrinf^ deeply, and dili- 
gently sifting the wheat from the chaff — ii ktiou lod|[]^c which cannot be 
fully communicated lu another, but whicii tu huu is u mine of gold.** 



Professor Bond's Valedictory, — The valedictory ;iddress of Prof. T. E. 
Bond, before the graduates of Washinj^ton University of Baltimore, at tho 
commencement in March, has been received. We have derived much 
pleasure in reading it, and shall lay some portion of it before our readers. 
The doctor, in contrasting the medii ul profession wuh ihai of law^ speaks 
of the vast difference of responsibility between them. When,'* he 
says, ** the advocate for a client, indicted for a capital crime, stands up to 
speak in his defence, he roust be less than human if he does not tremble 
under the weight of his undertaking. But serious as is his responsibility, 
it is shared by others. A mistake might not be n^ischievous ; the Court 
might correct his law, and the hearts of the jury add force to his pleadings. 
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But in his fearful office the physician stand:^ alone. Hastily summoned — 
perhaps at the dead of night — without a inornent's preparation, with no 
intelligible information as to the nature and extent of the demand lo be 
made ttjion his faeulties, he is hurried Co the chamber where death has be- 
gun his work. However terrible, however complicated, however unusoal 
the disease, the physician must meet the exigency, and meet it promptly. 
* *t # After you shall have saved a life from the greatest peril, after ycm. 
shall have restored a citizen to ihe Stale, a father to his children, a hus- 
band to his wife, you will have dorje precisely what you vz-^rc expected lo 
do — what you were sent for to do, and n<i more will be thought of the 
matter. In a little while it is quite likely that you will find yourselt' su- 

Eerseded by uaoiher physician, every way your mlurior. But he may 
ave flattered the family by some insincere atteotions. or astooished then 
by a parade of learniog— he may have been heard to call the back-bone the 
spine, or the brein the cerebrum, or a bruise an ecchymosis — or he may 
have won their confidence by the narration of some wonderful cures — or 
he may be a new man who has lately joined the same church and claims 
th<^ practice of the brotherhood upon ecclesiastical principles — being: de- 
t r mined not to serve God for muLiht. Or you mav b*^ 'liscarded to make 
room for a mere mouulebairk', uhu may have made liim^-rlt a doctor by the 
force of his will, and business by the force of his impudence — an utter ig- 
noramus, with no more knowledge of disease than of the means of curin? 
it, and no more of either than has the more respectable animal that drags 
him through his daily rounds of mortal visitation." 



Youalt and Martin on Catile. — We have received from the publisher, 
C. M. Saxton, New York, a book of over 450 pages, which is devoted lo 
the diseases and management of cattle, by W. Youatt and W. C. L. Ufar- 
tin, England. It also contains a treatise on the breeds, a full history of 
the various races, their origin, breeding and merits; their capacity for 
beef, milk, It is a very interesting, as well as practical work, and 
should be in the hands of every one who is engaged in the raising of 
stock. But as regards the treatment of diseases in such animals, we mnsi 
beg leave to differ from the authors, who are of opinion that Hahnemann*? 
theory is applicable in the case. Tappan 6c VV inttemore are the publish- 
ers in this city. 



HomceopaUuc Adcocaie and Guide to Health. — A neu' Journal has been 
received from Keene. N. H., with the above significant title, and which 
is, we presume, destined to do its part in revolutionizing the whole work) 
in the principles and practice of medicine. This little Journal is to le 
guided by D* While, M.D., and is promised to appear once a month, for 
fifty cents a year ! The sagacious editor thinks that the cause of disease 
and premature death is attributable to the misapplicaiion of remedial 
agents, the physician of the'*' old school " being guided by a system found- 
ed upon conjecture, instead of facts. If our .system of the theory and 
practice of medicine is conjectural, pray what can be said of v jur-;. 
xriend ; a principle based on nonsensical delusions— one of frauii, and 
one that its own founder would not die by. But never mind the arg-ument. 
Dr. W. believes the homoopathic system of treating disease to be the oa^ 
rational method, and one founded upon ttricUy tci^ifie principUs. 
though he is compelled to oppose other systems, in eanying out kis dt' 
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" he wishes it distiDctly understood that it is not the men, but their 
principle* ; for he entertains none other than the most kindly feelings to- 
wards twry midieal man. 



Sketch of Dr. Reynell Coatcs. — We are requested to correct an error or 
two wiiich crept into Cato'i* sketcii ui Dr. Coaies, of Pbiladelphiu, putn 
liffhed in this Journal of March 19lh. Dr. G. did not contribute largely to 
CbapRian*s Journal, as there stated, none of his papers appearin|f till after 
the aonouncemcnt of Dr. Godman as assistant editor, in Vol. lA. Many 
papers by Dr. B. H. Coates, junior editor of the work, were published in it* 
The father of ili'^ e distinguished brothers, we are informed, cannot with 
truth be said to Imve been "n perf^on of fortune." He was a liberal* 
minded and philanthropic maa, and labored much for the Penn&ylvaoia 
Hospital. 

These errors, though not apparently of rnucli cuusetiuence, may lead to 
misapprehension, and we therefore take the earliest opportunity to correct 
them. 



Capital Trials and Exccufimis forty years ago. — In looking over a jour- 
3jal containing some record* of criminal trials and executions forty years 
ago, we were forcibly impressed with the precipitancy that characterized 
the trial and subse^^uent exeeution of an assassin. It appears that one 
Bellingham shot Mr. Percivml, in England, on the 11th day of May, 1811. 
He was committed, tried and convicted, and on the \Sth, seven day$ after 
eke murdsr, wot executed, and kit body placed an the dmecimg table. 



Medical M/scellany. — There were 19 young genilenii ii crraduaicd at 
the last sesaiua of the St. Louis University. — The salary of ihe City 
Physician of Boston has been increased to $1,000 per annum. — Few 
MTorka published of late have been more favorably noticed in the American 
If cdical Journals than the Report of the Sanitary Committee of Massa- 
:hu8elt8.— Professor Thomas Keyburn has resigned the chair of Materia 
Iftediea and Therapeutics in the medical department of the St. Louis Uni- 
nrshy, which he has filled with most decided ability for several years past. 
—Prof. White, of Buffalo, N. Y., sailed for Europe on the 17th uli. 



Surroi.K District Mrdical Sociktt.— Tbe meetiiig for medical improvement of the 
nUblk District Medical Society, will bo held ■! their rooms, fisfonic Temple, on Satnnlaj ovoii^ 
April SGib, at ilio nmol hour. A pooetnal atieodtneo b lequeiled. 

To CullRKSPOKOKKTS.— Dr. C&sllc's paper ou l3eiitcH Neuralgia, and some lurllivr remarks by 
Pro ro nala " on HoiMM)|Mithy, have been reeeived. 



i>iKi>, — la New York, John H. Beck, M.D., Profenor of Materia Medica and Medical Juris- 
id«ace in the New Yoik Collcfe of Pbyiiciens and Soigeons, aged 57.— In Andover, Mass., 
inittl Wardwell, M.D., aged 67 years. 



'J^ui/tM in lifHtOH — for the week ending Saturday noon. April ID, 57. — Males, 29 — fdmale!*, 28. 
ni^stion of the brain, I — disease of the brain, I—bronchitis, 1— consumption, 15— convulsions, 3 
anker, 1 — rrotip, 1— -dropsy of the brain, S—exhaustion, 1 — fever, I — typhus fever, 2 — ty|>linid 
!>r, 1 — infaniilu, 5— marasmus, 3— measles, 7— old age, 2— polypus, 1— smallpox, 3— lecihing, 
inflammation of the throat, 1— unknown, 1. 

)nt\cr b years, 24— between 5 and 20 years. 12— belwoeti 20 and 40 years, 14— beiwe«»n 40 < 
rears, 3— H>ver 60 years, 4» Americans, 22 ; foreigners and children of foreigners, 36. 
■ inelodes 9 deoUw at ibe CUjr — ' - 
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Delegates ta tks Amerkan Medical Association. — The names of the 
lowing delegates to the meeting of the American Medical Association hm 
been received by the Secretary «f Missachusctts Medical Society since 
the last r.'pnr!. Berkshire Dislricl — Professor H. H. Chitds, Pillsfield. 
Franklin District — Charles L. Knowlion, M.D , Ashfield. From the Bos- 
ton Society for Medical Observation — Drs. Samuel Paikman aud £. H. 
Clarke. 

At a meetingf of the Barnstable (Mass.) District Medical Society, bcU 
at Barnstable on Tuesday, April 8th, 1851, the foltowiag persons mm 
elected delegates from thi^ Society to attend the next meetings of the Ame- 
rican Medical Association, to be lu Id at Charleston, S. C, on the first 
Tiicsdn\- of Mav next. E. W. Carpenter, M.D., William B. Gtwcfc, 
M.D., S. H. Gould, M.D., G. W. Doane, M D. 

At the annual meetinsr of the New Lonilon (Ct.) County Medical So- 
ciety, held in Norwicii, April 10th, 1851, the foliuwing gentlemen were 
appointed Delegates to the American Medical Association Worthingtoo 
Hooker, M.D., Ashbel Woodward, M.D., D. T. Brainard, MJX, A. B. 
Haile, M.D., James Morgan, M.D., Horace Thurston, M.D. 



At the annual meetings of the New London (Cu) County Medical 
ciety, held in Norwich, April lOih, 18/) I, the following gentlemen were 
elected Delegates to the State Medical Convention, to be held in Hariford: 
— Elijah Dyer, M.D., Norwich; Ashbel Woodward, M.D., Frankhn; A. 
W. Coats, M.D., Poquetannock ; Jeremiah King, M.D., Norwich; Saml 
£. Maynard, M.D., Uncasville. 



Medical Society of the State of Louisiana. — Dr. E. H. Barton, Presi- 
dent; Drs. E. D. Fenner and J. C. Simonds, Vice Presidents; Dr. Re* 
miston, Corresponding Secretary ; Dr. P, B. McElny, Recording Secre* 
tary ; Dr. R. Bein, Treasurer. 



Dr, Luton's Address. — *• An address to the graduates of the medical dfr 
partment of the St. Louis University, by A. Litton, M.D.,'* is another of 
those excellent valedictories which are so well calculated to impress apoa 
the mind of the graduate, the importance of the profession in which beii 
about to embark* We wish our space would admit of copying from it. 



Thermal Ventilation. — ♦* Thermal Ventilation, and other sanitar}- in- 
proveinents, applicable to public buildings, and recently adopted at the New 
York Hospital : a discourse delivered at the Hospital, Feb. 8th, 1851, by 
John Wntr;on, M.D." We should jud'^^o. from rrading this pamphlet, thai 
much need existed for the improvement that has lately been effected in the 
New York Hospital. Ii would seem iiiui liie governors of the Hospiul 
have expended money liberally for the purposes of ventilating and warn* 
ing the building, and there can be no doubt that it will prove a very usefbl 
as well as economical expenditure. In the warming of this IT pitalbj 
steam apparatus, only one ton of coal i onsumed per day. The leogtk 
of pipe required to make the circuit, is 17,279 feet, and presenting a Tni\- 
ating surface equal to 5,2o0 square feet. Dr. Watson gives a very i""'" 
resting account of tlie improvement, which may be profitably consulted U 
those who intend to make use of similar means in the warming and venu- 
lutmg of public buildings. 
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THE TiiEttAPEUriCAL, l^UWERS OF ACONITE. 

BT B. J. OBAYBB, M.D., DUBLIN. 

p 

Ac^TUouGH the medicinal propcities of this plant have been long ago 
described by Continental authors, yet we are much indebted to Professor 
Fleming (now of Queen's College, Cork) for the accurate obaervadons 
^ and cases which form the basis of his treatise on its virtues, a treatise to 
, which must be ascribed its general introductbn into medical practice io 
, Great Britain. I still continue to find it useful in ceilain obstmate cases 
of neuralgia ; while in other cases of this disease its efl^ts have disap- 
pointed me : however, this is all that can be expected from an^ medi- 
cine which acts upon the nervous system. It b impossible that it could 
invariably produce beneficial effects, ^et the practical physician will be 
satisfied if it exhibits its powers in a given proportion of cases. 

Aconite failed to give relief in the case of a lady laboring under 
chronic lumbago and sciatica, although it was pushed as far as prudence 
would albw. Its failure in this case disappointed me much ; but at the 
same time I may remark that there was something in this lady's malady 
which rendered it particularly intractable, and caused all the medicines 
that were employed to produce little or no good effect until, after many 
months, I tried strychnia internally, which proved a speedy and per- 
fect cure. 

In another case, in wliicli ilic patient, a inid<]!p-n^:ofl irentleman of ro- 
bust conslitiuion, sutferecl from a cutaneous neuralgia afFectinn various 
parts of the skin at diflercnt times, and not sparini: nny part of the body, 
so as to render his life miserable durin^^ the paroxysm, the aconite like- 
wise failed, as did all other remedies. The result was more encouraging 
in the follow in cases. 

I nttf'uded, \uth jvlr. iNirholls, of Dawson street, an oflicer aged about 
63 years, who loni^ labored under the effects of hereditary gout, and who 
?;ent for me during an excruciating goutv neuralgia, affecting the nerves 
uii one side of his face. He was speedily and completely relieved by 
llie tincture of aconite, applied locally. 

1 attended, also with Mr. Nicholls, a gentleman from Roscommon, 
who was attacked with rheumatic fever during a temporary residence in 
Nassaa street ; hi the latter part of the fever he was tortured by pains 
darting froni Uie front to the back of the chest, or etos verta^ or else 
ffom one side to another ; m fact, these pains occupied successively neariy 
13 
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the whole extent of the diapragmatic attachments. In this case the 
aconite proved itself a most valuable auxiliary remedy ; as it did like- 
wise in a verv similar case ihnt I had in Hnrrmirt street, which I ^• 
tended along with Surg* on Adams. In ihr lattt r instance it is necessary 
to remark, that the gentleman had heen trrqiuntly cupped over the seal 
of tilt' pains with relief; and that Ikj was. at the lime of taking; thpafo- 
nite, in a debilitated state ; under these circumstances eight drop^ of tl^^ 
tincture, given in the morning, and repeated in four hours afieRanls 
seemed suddenly to check the pains ; but it at the same time brouffin 
on indistinctness of vision, a failing of the pulse, and a diminution of 
general heat, which were for the moment ver>' alarminc: symptoms, but 
yielded in a few licniis to stimulants, such as brandy and \une. ^'o bii 
effect remained , Init liie specific action of the medicine deterred us Iron 
having recouree to it again, when the diapliragmaiic pain returned in tw 
days, though with diminished violence. — Diib. (^uar. Jour. Med, SaoL 



A CA8B OP SCIRRHOUS DISEASE. 

BT J. LEWIS DORSET, M.D., AIA'ASTON, VIRGINIA. 

I WILL relate some of the particulars of a case that came within th? 
sphere of my practice, in the person of an old lady about 60 vear^ a 
age. on nrrount of its noveltv in this section of country, and the derp 
Interest lh:i( was rxcitpd in iclaiion to it. When my atfeniion was firs 
called to iier, I found her complaining of a pamful tumor and hmm 
sensation, seemingly near the ])yloric extremity of th»* stomach. Tba? 
wa« very little constitutional disturbance, and 1 dir(^ctr(l her to lake i 
little anotiviif and relrigeratit medicine, with a gentle aperient ; a smil 
portion ol Mue mass was occasionally given to remove the indicationj 
a slij^ln derangement of the he[)atic and gastric functions, and slie ^ 
apparently considerably belter, but still complained of a lump alxHiilief 
stomach ; and I found upon exauiination, by palpati on, an unnttuni 
Ijody about the size ol a hen's egg ; this occurred in June. 

About a year after, she grew gradually worse, and my visits wf» 
repeated more regularly and frequently, and I had an opportuoi^ d. 
^watching the development of her malady, and the extensioii of t tua»- 
faction of or about the left lobe of the liver, towards the umbiliciB «A 
epigastrium, dbtending the epigastric depreanon. Diagnosis wis nov 
conjectural, and the tveatment was accordingly merely pdliatifs> I 
now called to my aid my esteemed friend Dr. J. G* Sbeltoo, a mu 
science and enlarged experience, hut he seemed as much punkd to ^ 
termine the precise nature of the aflfectioo as I had been ; and braigN 
with him, on hb second visit, a medical friend of great experience; \^ 
still our combined powers as diagnosticians were baffled, for ws eosU 
not satisfactorily construe the symptoms, nor interpret the langoafo « 
suffering humanity — it was lo us quite unintelligible. The ravages of 
the disease began now to progress more rapidly ; her sufferings becom- 
ing greatly aggmvated ; her complexion icteric ; her extremities csdeoa- 



Digitized by Google 



Change of tht Ty^ of Dutoit, 



251 



tous ; circular spots of a purple hue j purpura, and an enlargement of 
the abdomen froin dropsical efiusions. She died in about a week after 
tbe sapenmilioii of then unfiivonible symptoms on the 8th of September. 

^itf(yN|f»-*-Th6 next day, aided by Dii. Shelton and Carter, I made 
a postHDorteni cacambation, commencing the Mdio cmiopmf by an 
mcMOD at the sciobieulis coidb, and running down to tbe left and right 
Iqrpochondriac legioas, thus making a V-shaped incision of the abdom»> 
nal intsgument and muscles, which I everted, and exposed an enor- 
mously enlarged liver, with a small circumscribed adhesion to the ante- 
xior parietes of the abdomen. The liver presented a nodulated surface 
prior to death, which had disappeared on dissection. We attributed the 
sabsideDce of these inequalities, deUdiAk by the touchy to the rapid de- 
composition thai took place. It was augmented to lour or five times its 
ofttuial size, presenting a mass of granular degeoeratk>n, containing dark 
circumscribed spots, which I was kidiiintd to pronounce melanosia of 
tbe liver* 

Not being satisfied that this was the only organ involved in the dis- 
ease, I pursued my investigations further; and upon an examination 
of the pancreas, I Ibund it converted into a hard tumor about the size 
of a turkey's rori:. and ciittinn; with the crispness of an Irish potato. I 
now If'lt satisfied in leL'ard to my ttroiigcsl conjecture^ viz., that she was 
laboring under a scirrhuus affection. I was induced to entertain this opi- 
nion from tlie lancinatirii; and paroxysmal chararter of the pains that 
rorturt <1 her, and made lier life a burden, from which .she seemed anxious 
to be liberated ; but i could not before ascertain the extent and number 
oi tbe oigaus involved in the disease. — iVeti; /erxey Medical Reporter. 

CHANGE OF THE TYPE OF DISEASE. 

BY O. L. COLLINS, M.D., Pun iDENCB, R, I. 

tC«jamiiiileat«d (br the Bcmcob Madlcml and Suiflcal Jonniftl.) 

Phb following communication, in relation to a <^ change of the type of 
lisease,'* has recently been received in a letter fiiom Or. Caleb Williams, 
/ York , Eng. The subject is one to which he seems to have devoted 
onsiderable attention, and upon which he is desirous of learning the 
iew9 of American practitbners. We know of no better plan ibr for- 
arding his wishes than to lay his communicatkm belbie the medical 
ublic, hoping thereby to elicit the opinions of such of our professkm as 
re best (qualified to speak upon tliis mteresting subject* 

Dr. Williams states that the subject has scarcely been noticed in their 
ledical journals, and little thought of by the routine practitioner, not- • 
jthstandiDg the great change which has taken place in the character 

disease, as well as in the ordinary treatment employed. 

^' In the course of the last thirty years." says Dr. W.. "a great 
lange has taken place in the type of all diseases tbroughuut Great 
ritain and Ireland, and 1 am anxious to ascertain whether a ^iiniilar 
nri'^f^ lias been observed in the United States, as well as on the Con- 
leut of li^urope, withm the same period. The change in this country 
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bfts been from the mflaminatoiy to the adynamic type. The nm 
^idemkuif a tenn used by some Continental physicians, in 1680 bdn| 
truly inflamroatoT)', phlogistic or sthenic ; in 1850 it being altogether dK' 
ferent, of a low type, of an adynamic or asthenic cbmcter. Tlnilf 
years a«^ almost every disease assumed this sthenic character, and on* 
aequentty required and bore depletion by bloodletting, pui^ng, md i 
rigorous system of diet. At the present day we scarcely see a case of 
acute inflammation ; and almost every morbid conditioo, whether it Ub 
within the province of the physician or surgeon, partakes more oria 
of an asthenic character. Hence warm diaphoretics, cordials, opiilB, 
tonics and stimulants, have been of late the means of cure mmi in recoi* 
sitlon amongst us. To quote my own words fnxn a paper I read mtt 
the York Medical Society — * The physician is now occupied in sustaining 
the power of the constitution, whilst thirty years ago he was intent oni? 
on curing the disease.* In illn^trailon of what I have said, 1 will rder 
to pneumonia or plfuiro-pneunif)!)!:!. Twenty-five or thirty years 
an ordinary case of ph'uro-pneunionia would pn'senl the foliowin!: symp. 
tonis : — Severe pain in the side, great difficulty in brenthinij;. hWm 
sputa, anxiety of countenance, a iiot and dry skin, white lon^ie ; a quid, 
hard and firm pul?e, and hi^li-colored urine. The patient would be 
bled several limes Irom the ann, leeches and blisters would be applied 
calomel and saline pugatives would be freely administered, and lamr 
emetic given in repeated doses. This mode of practice was requirec 
by the symptoms, and was tolciated by the constitntion. Tlie conu- 
lescence was usually ia()id, and ilu' recovery complete. The cases 
pleuro-pneumonia of the present day present a very different aspect; 
tliere is little anxiety of countenance, little pain, no liiai kt d difficultjaf 
breadiing, the skin is moist and raised but little above the natural toU' 
perature — the pulse does not exceed 84 or 90, is soft and compreasilile 
— ^the stethoscope, lKiwever» reveals great dulness over a large portioi 
of the affected side, and percussion contributes to show creat cxjoges- 
tion, infarction or consolidatkm of the lung of that side. If these cw 
are seen early, confinement to bed, stimulating diaphoretics, warn) 
with the addition of aiomatics and a little wine, and the applicsMnof 
sinaptsms or warm turpentine to the affected side, are the renwdio 
which prove the most beneBcial. If the patient be very vigorous, tfatn 
or four doses of calomel and James's powder are required in addition to 
the above ; but the continued use of these lowering remedies uoilbniir 
produces great feebleness and exhaustUH). If the case is of some stand* 
mg, that is, has existed two or three weeks, the mild and continued ax 
of mercury and iodine, with counter-irritation and a nourishing diel,iR 
needful to restore the patient to health. When bleeding, purging anii 
other lowering measures have been employed, the patients have cit^" 
sunk (from tlie remedies, not from the (fueasc)f or them has been a pro- 
tracted convalescence, during which nniiTinnia, wine, and a very nourisb- 
innr diot, linve been required. This character of disease resembles id 
epidemic typhoid-pneumonia mentioned by Autcureith, which prevail 
in many parts of Germany during the years 1800-1-2, in which, 
says, ^ tlie speedy production of an innamniatory state, by means d 
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bark and ether, was the only method which afforded a chaDce of re- 
covery.* ♦ 

" In tliis country the change in tlip mode of treatment may be said 
to be all but universal ; but there is i oinc liiffcrence of opinion with re- 
gard to the causes which have led to this ciiange. The more enlightened 
and scientific practitioners agree with me in the opinion that it arises 
from a change in the nature and type of the diseases we have to treat ; 
wliiLsi many others think it arises from some supposed improvement in 
our mode of treating disease. Jt is true, uou-a-days prescribe the 
rectified oil of turpentine in haemoply^is, and in a majority of cases find 
it the most successful remedy ; but a little consideration and a careful 
comparison of the accompanying symptoms, as now observed, with thosa 
we witnessed thirty years ago, is sufficient to satisfy every impartial 
inquirer that the roedicine, which is now so usefuli would have been 
very prejudicial on the former occasbn* 

" We have no recent writings on the subject in this countiy* Dr. 
Auteuieitb's work on the state of medicine in Great Britain^ written 
about twenty years ago» is the only work with which I am acquainted* 
that enters fully into the changes which have been observed within the 
last fifty or seventy ye ars ; and 1 regret that his valuable work has never 
been translated into fcnglish. • • » » 

The diseases of cattle have undergone a similar change within the 
same period. Bleeding, which was generally adopted twenty -five or 
thirty years ago, b rarely employed at the present day ; and when re- 
sorted to by the Ignorant and routine cattle doctors, it is usually followed 
by a fatal result — the post-mortem examination exhibiting the results of 
intense congestion, and not inflammation.'' 



NOTEd fOii A ML.^iUlll ON THE PATUOLOGY OF DENTO-NEURALGI A. 

BT A. C. CASTLE, !!.]>., N£W YORK. 
[OomnmlMMd Ibv ite Mm Madieal Md Swiical Jo«nn}«| 

Chapter I. 

In my *' Notes on the Patholog)- of the Teeth,'' I have divided the 
teeth into four classes or groups, according to their physical appearance, 
in connection with, and signifkiant of, the peculiar diathesis and patho- 
logical predbposition of the individual, 
f « The laige dense yellow teeth. 

II. The dme yellowish white teeth. 

III. The chalk'white teeth, the yellow 
ransparent teeth, and the yelbw chalky 
;eeth. 

IV. The transparent white teeth, and 
be bluish white or pearly teeth. 

As I have already observed, the possessors of the firm large dense 
Bg. I ) yellow teeth are blessed with a aotmd constitution and vigorous 
ealth, a firmly knitted firame and great muscular strengdt, with the out- 
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lines of manly dignity and beauty. Fig. 2. Those of the second cln^ 
whilst tbey possess these gifts Id a less maiked degree, their features pre- 
senting a soner expression, and their lineaments a full and rounded fonn, 
do not the less enjoy the general good health allotted to man. Fig. 3. 
The third class, the chalk-white teeth, the yeflow transparent teeth, and 
the yellow chalky teeth, denote a strumous diathesis ; and tlie fourth 
class (f)L^ 1) the transparent white teeth, and tlip hhhh white or pearly 
teeth, so much envied and so much prired and [ujetized, bespeak for the 
unhappy possessor a tendency to scrofulous tubercular phthisis — a mark 
I consider a$ sure, as is Eddyslone Light House a warning of the rock 
beneath. 

Dr. John Torrey, Professor of Chemistry in the Colle<Te of Physi- 
cians and Sur«,M*ons of t}i<' University of the Stale of INi w York, in i 
conversatioii witli me some tiuee years since, on the abo\ f classifiri- 
tioiis of the teeth, was pleased to observe that he was much gratilid 
with ni) notes oil the pathology of the teeth, but thought ihat I had 
divided them into too many classes or groups. I availed myself of ilie 
hint, and made still closer observations on my classification, and have no 
reason, after three yeais' additional attentioa to the subject, for making 
any alteration or modi6cation m the anangement of the groups. 

rerfaaps there is no region upon the face of the globe dmt cffin 
such ocular demonstrative pioo6 on the subject of dental pecufivltin, 
as does the Slate of New York and the Eastern States — ^the dimats «• 
hibiting the very extremes of heat and cold, often varying 40^ Fah. 
between sunrise and sunset. Moisture is excessive, the rapidity of en* 
poration extnoidinaiy, and the electric state of meteorolo^cal pl» 
nomena b no less remarkable. The effect of so many influences con* 
bined upon the general system, is too obvious to be lost aght of ; and 
in no cases are these combinatioos more strongly illustrated, than iatbe 
development of those abnofmal conditkms to be found in scroliikw cr 
tubercular subjects. 

Dento-neuralgk affectkms^so far as my experience extends, have beeo 
treated as idiopathic diseases, referable to the re^^ affect eel . The fev 
isolated cases published at remote periods of a neuralgia disappearing 
after the extraction of a diseased tooth, has produced no other iinj)re?>ioD 
ujx)n the medical mind than being one of tliose peculiar enigmas occi* 
sionally appearing; in what may he termed the curiosities of medinl lite- 
rature. Dr. Wood I ijidge Strong quotes, tliat "man is a microcosm"; 
and, continues tlie doctor, " certainly he is an enigma, and his dhei>es 
are obscure and with difficulty uiidi i-sttxxl, affbrdine scope and verge 
enough for the hi'j;hpst and tlie most profound intellect." Dr. Strong 
also pertinently remarks, " In this field none need to lag for tcant ot 
Zrowul to oratpiy ; none need to weep, however advanced, for the want 
of anotiier world to conquer" ! The science of dentistry, like thai of 
medicine, does not consist merely in the superficial routine of daily prac- 
tice. Nor will any practice of thirty-five yi ais of unjjiecedented soo- 
cess in the simple manipulation of stuffing gold foil into hollow teeth, 
establish dentistry as a mechanical science. Nor will the unique ui 
ori^iutl hypothesis — that a dead nerve " in a tooth retains the /oeff 
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of absorption ! or that tlie cause for the decn y of the teeth is the " in- 
trrxluction of knives and forks," with the reconiint ntlation to parents to 
adopt some other plan than this *' fashionable iiululi,M-nre " (!) for the 
preservation of tlie teeth in the rising generation — establisli denlo-pa- 
thologicul sc-ieiice. An uneducated or rather a meclianical dentist of 
this character might amuse himself by blowing his penny tmmpet in 
patent *' warnings " to the world, that such ideas comprised the true 
pathological views of dental disorders in his office, and that ho and his 
ilk differed from all others in treating dental deviations. There is an am- 
ple field to occupy, an ample scope for all dentists to improve and hon- 
orably display their professional acquirements. Such an enterprise, vigor- 
ously susuuned and carried out to this end by the various aoility in the 
dentel profession, would establbh the dignity of the profession, and that 
distmctKm, which medical men seem to overlook, that exists between- 
the mechanical and the medico-pathological surgeon-dentist. 

Pkoceeding^, then, with our suhject-^Dr. Rush records a case of mad- 
ness occBsooed by diseased teeth, " which were in no ways painfid ib 
the patient,*' He also states a case of hip-joint disease and rheumatic 
affection " being immediately removed after the extractbn of a tooth. 
I^be London L^ancet publishes a case of neuralgia of the womb 
iminediately disappearing after the extractbn of a *' diseased wisdom 
tooth." Mr. Keocker relates a case if " ipiUpty at once disappear- 
ing upon the extraction of some teeth.'' These constitute the isolated 

extraordinary cases " with any bearing upon my observations regard- 
ing dento-neuralgic affections. It will be admitted that a pmper and 
thorough knowledge of the diagnostic marks of the pathological condi^ 
tion of the dental system in its various disorders is paramount. But im- 
portant as these may be, they yet sink into insignificance, when com- 
pared to the pathology and diagnosis of dento-neuralgia b connection 
with the 5ih, 7th, 10th and the cervical nerves. 

Tlie Creator of nature, in \\v:' fonnarinn of this portion of the human 
body — the jaws and teeth— exhibits thai truly wonderful eart' In (!e>iffn 
for their protection, which we find secured to every otlier organ com- 
prised in the ;j;eneral anatomy. The roots of the teeth nre implanted 
wiiinti the sjiongy proces?(^s of the jaw-bones, and tliis sponginess oriel's 
a bed that ( rmnot he readily injured or destroyed by foreign concussion?, 
or those protluced by the natural process of inanducation. In addition 
to this, we find the sockets or alveolar processes of the teeth lined by a 
thick elastic periosteum, which is reflected upon tlie several fangs of the 
teeth near to the edges of the gums, and forms a still softer bed for 
the teeth. The teeth are amply supplied with bloodvessels, lymphatics, 
and with nerves, which in proportion to the bulk of the teeth are 
larger than in almost any other organ in the body. With these facts 
before us, it would be strange inded if the teeth were to enjoy an im* 
munitj ffom ctisease, any more than the eye, the ear, or even the hair 
and the nails. Hence any functional or disorganizing agencies may and 
do piodiice disease in the teeth ; or having these vital agents within them- 
selves, they may be and are idbpatbically affected, and being idbpathi* 
cally deranged they are the proximate and remote causes of dento«neu« 
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nlgic afl^ctiom. The moibose state of such teeth as are undergoiDg 
the slow process of carious decompositioo from external agents ; tho9B 
that are uDdergoing the slow process of death in the gums, the nckcb 
and the periosteum, known as nscrom, without any apparent cause— 
of which, if a necrology of these teeth were to be kept by dentbts, the 
numher would be found to be immense ; then the. peculiar disease vhidi 
is now for the first time described to the medical and dental professions, 
and whk;h is in fact, if I may be permitted the term, the peculiar fea- 
ture — the groat first and bidden cause of genuine dento-neuralgia, with 
irritated or indaroed nervous filaments of the teeth, all produce either a 
sympathetic, symptomatic or abnormal action in the several parts of the 
system* A knowlc*dge of this action, 1 trust, will cnuse a better princi* 
pie in ethical relations, a more dignified professional feeling, and a 
cessation of those atrabilious unprofessional appeals to tbe public through 
the columns of the public press, by certain dentists, who ii^iiorantly 
cliartre these dento-consiitiitional deranfjeinents of the svstem upon what 
they arc plca.sed to term " poisonous materials"' used by th^^ir pmfes* 
sional hri ihren, whom they cliaritably name as being morally mdyroju- 
JumaUy dishonest denial practitioners, 

if my remarks do not stand the test of scrutiny, 1 wish them to be 
disregarded and exploded. But, on the contrary, if they rest on the 
unmuiability of truth, it becomes <»very man to i^lve thein Uiat weight 
and consideration wliicli the inn»oitauce of the subject demands. 1 shall 
now present, senatim, to tlie readers of the Boston Medical and SurgicJ 
Journal the causes of dento-neuraigia and the patliology of this disease 
in all its phases. 



JThe following address has been handed us, with an uf]gent request that 
It shoidd appear in the Journal. As it was read before one of the re^ 
lar district societies of the State, we have thought proper, on that ac- 
count, to comply with the request. We also like occasionally to show 

•our homoeopathic friends, by allowing a suitable latitude for discii«^?ion 
in regard to the merits of their system of practice, that we have no bi- 
pntry m the matter, though we certainly shall make no projulse of em 
publisiiing another communication with the "characteristics" of lliis» 
«ven if written in the same candid spirit. — Ed.] 

CHAKACTKRISTICS OF HOMCEOPA Hi V. 
Rsad before Ibe Middleicx, Ms., District Med. Societjr, M«rch 26, la^I, by Dariei. Holt, MJ)< 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the .Societt,— I propose, ib 
this paper, to illustrate brieRy the principles of tbe homceopathic practice 
in medicine, and to consider the difference between thb and tbe ordioarf 
piactice. This seems to me especially appropriate at the present tinie, 
uoni the fact, which will not, i think, be disputed, that there is now 
more interest upon the sidjject in and out of the profession, tbiougbout 
tbe civilized world, than at any previous period. 

Tbe very great and increasing numbers, belonging to the regMlar 
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medical profession, who in private practice have recently turned their 
attention to the subject (to say nothing of public teachers and hos- 
pitals), is certainly a vecy great evil if tliere is not truth connected with 
It. 1 have ever taken the ground that medicine, as a profession, has 
alw ays sooner or later adopted what is true and useful, and rejected what 
s false and injurious. 

Thore are several sciences which form, as it were, the basis of prac- 
tical medicine, an acquaintance with which is essential to permanent suc- 
cess, and which by conimnn consent have ever been considered requi- 
sites in t!ip educated physician. Anatomy may be said to lay at the 
fotnidniion of the structure. Physiology, or the natural performance of 
the lunciions of the orj[;nns, is requisite; while a knowledge of pathology 
or diseased action, together with symptomatoioi;y or tlie external [)he- 
nomena which bring to our cognizance the morbid action, is aH-inq^orlant, 
as they are the basis from which we deduce our therapeutic indications. 
Etiology, diagnosis and proo^nosis also enable us to detenmne the causes 
of many, and the nature and probable event of all, the ordinay diseases 
which we treat. Cliemistry, natural and mechanical obstetrics, and me- 
chanical or operative surgery, arc of course essential. These departments 
of science are the common properly of the educated physician, whether 
allopathic or homoeopathic ; they can receive no exclusive claim from 
the one, and thejr have never been attempted to be disturbed by the 
other. The judicious physician gains standmg and permanent reputa- 
tion from his general education, mofe so than from any clique or society 
in medicine to which he may belons^. Again, there are many disturb* 
ances of the system which the physician is called to treat, where there 
is a tangibk or evident cause, the disease ceasing al soon as the cause 
is removed — such as all foreign substances and influences within our 
control, also too little or too much exercise, sleep, Ibod, he, &e. Here 
there is of course a general agreement as to the remedy. In regard to 
the real nature of disease, I can conceive of little or no difference, for 
the very good reason that we know little or nothing about it. By this 
1 mean that morbid action, which causes the external phenomena on the 
aae hand, and which in its progress results eventually and somethnes 
even speedily in disorganization of structure on the other. It may bo 
said to be the chain which connects the external phenomena with the 
morbid anatomy — a chain intangible and unseen, but one which has en- 
tangled many nn unlucky philosopher. Disease, as well as life, can be 
known only hy its phenomena and its results. Disease may cease, and 
its phenomena and consequenct^^ hr removed, and lieaitli restored. In a 
fatal case disease and life end at tin same time, and what is afterwards ob- 
served (the disorganization) is only its etVects. The characteristic distinc- 
tion between the homoeopathic and the ordinary practice is Tho 
homoeopathic practitioner, wlien he meets with a case of natural dis- 
ease, one where the cause is not lanoible so as to be reHKJvt d, treats that 
disease by a drug or remedy, which simulates in its action on the system 
the disease in question. This wc call the law of cure ; and whether 
this exists in reality, is the questioii, and the only question to he settled 
in regard to humtjeopathy. All otlier puintcs are secondary to funda- 
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mental principle, and are not essential to establish the point in quesdon. 
We, in our therapeutics, have reference to this law, while the ordinarf 
practitioner does not regard it. 

We have (U is agreed on all hands) what aie called natunl djaease^ 
manifested by certain phenomena which we call symptoms. We bm 
also what we call drags. Now do drags, when admmistered in niiois 
doses and on diflerent individuals, produce nheoomena lesembliDg, 
in any d( «;i ee-*-and if so, how neaily-^natural diseases as described lD 
our books, or as we see them at the bed-side of the patient? Do is- 
dividoal drugs produce particular symptoms similar to what we find m 
particular cases of disease ? Have you never seen a case of poimbg 
from the Rhus, so neariy resembling some forms of eiystpelas that ooe 
would besiute as to the case ? During the prevalence of epidemic 
cholera, a case occurred in Charlestown, Mass., went through the dif- 
ferent stages and terminated fatally, which was treated and n ported is 
cholera. Afterwards some suspicious circumstances induced an etir 
mination of the body, and it was (bund to be poisoned with arsenic 
A very close discrimmation was required to detect the difference from the 
external phenomena presented. Many cases of a similar character 
might be mentioned , respecting the action of different drugs ; but ve 
here labor under a difficulty from the fact (laying aside the homoeopathic 
materia medica) that wp arp rmirh more defiripiit in a knowledge of 
the effects of drugs (drug diseases) than of natural disease ; the latter 
have been so much observed at the hed-side of the patient, that we 
have a pretty accurate knowledge of their phenomena, while we do not 
see the etiecis of drugs in health, except in cases of poi^onini^, unbi 
particular experiments are made; and in all our lectures and v.orks 
materia medica the effects of drugs on the systt in aie but very lightly 
mentioned. I must, however, here refer to one work in point, vshicii 
has recently appeared, in whlcli the effects of a drug are given in de- 
tail, and, as is generally adiiiiued, wiili accuracy. 1 refer to the work 
of Tanquerel on I^ad, translated by Samuel L. Dana, M.D. Tliisisi 
remarkable work, and appears at a critical period in the history of medi- 
cine ; £)r although the author had no knowledge of homoeopathy 
its tnab of lead, yet there is a remaikable agraement between ineiniD 
all the main features of that drug. This wok is stiictly a bomoeopollBC 
monograph, setting forth the e&ts of lead^ which in its undivided sliie 
is not medksmal or poisonous according to the author, but when hcaa^ 
into minute subdivision b capable of manifesting a great variety of symp* 
toms, certain groups of which very much resemble natural diseases—^ 
much so that the author has chosen to designate them by the tenns Ictd 
colic, palsy, arthralgia, &c. Still tliere are numerous iK>lated symjpM 
which cannot be well grouped and named after a natual disease. wFece 
all the drugs in the materia medica subjected to similar ezpenmentii we 
should have a rich fund of inlbrmation on the subject. 

I have said that we endeavoTf in our therapeutics, to find a similaiity 
between the action of the drug and the phenomena of the natural iii»' 
ease* There is here an error in supposuu^ that some general resemb- 
lance is sufficient; that if our principle is tniCi almost any rawdj 
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which will cause nausea or vomiting will cure it when found to exist. 
Some have supposed they have in this v^ ay tested lioracEopathy, and 
found it to Whereas there was no real tnal. This is too general. 
A &nu]^ reseniUaiice, as U were, will not do. There must be an indi- 
vidual similarity^ like that which the artist obtains in the lesemblaDce 
of the portrait to the original. 

1 will eodeavor to illustrate this priociple by a case. Some three 
years since, I was called to prescribe lor a case of cholera morbus (spo> 
ladic cholera), which had proved obstinate and had been ibr twelve 
boms m the condition about to be described. On exanunation 1 ibund 
extreme coldness of the surfiice, especially of the nose, face and ex.- 
tremities ; vomiUng of a colorless, watery fluid, about once m fifteen 
minutes ; watery discharges from the bowels ; a sinking and burning 
sensation at the stomach ; pulse scarcely perceptible ; thirst excessive ; 
death-like expresskui of the countenance ; great prostration, and a sense 
of excessive anguish, with vblent cramps in the calves of the legs, ke* 
On turning to the materia medkut, under the head of veratrum, there 
was found a very striking resemblance ; in fact, one was, as it were, an 
exact picture of the other, corresponding in their main features so closely 
that I determined at once to select this as a remedy. I gave a dose of 
veratnim. Tn fifteen or twenty minutes the pulse began to increase in 
force, the siui'ice and extremities to gmw warm, and the spasms to 
ahate ; liie gastric distress was allayed, ;in(l the voniitinc^ reased Irom 
the first dose. The patient was soon conitbrtabie, witiiout any other 
remedy. The diet and regimen in this case were nc^ clianged, and the 
patient had never iieard of homaopathy. 

it may be inquired, is this the legitimate effect of the veratrum, or 
merely an accidental recovery? Will the result be simihir in other cases 
and in other diseases? This question can be settled only by experi- 
ment in a great number of cases. I have seen hundreds of cases as 
striking as this ; but ii nuist be where there are plain, prominent and 
unequivocal symptoms, aiul a remedy is selected to accuiately corres- 
pond to thera. 1 have often seen as decided effects from mercury in mu- 
cous enteritis and dysentery ; from aconite in peritoneal enteritis and 
general inflammatKMa ; fmta belladonna in congestbn and mflamma> 
tbn of the brain ; from aconite and phosphorus in pneumonitis ; fiom 
biyonia in pleurisy ; fiom colocynth, nnx vomica and camomile in the 
diment varieties of colic ; from nux vomksa and pdsatilla m menstrual 
colic ; fiom cantharides in uflammatMn of the bladder, be. &c* The 
permanency of the impiesnon, or the leng^th of time lor a cure, will of 
course depend upon the pathologkal conditkm. Although a single dose 
may, as I have often seen, end speedily a coUc of several boors most 
aggravated soaring, and the cure be complete and permanent, still no 
one would suspect this to be an inflammation, although the first impres- 
sktt might be as well marked. There is here a change of structure 
more or less to be resolved into its normal condition ; hence the impoit^ 
ance of pathok)^, also of diagnosis and prognosis. 
But w» question may be asked^ do we on&narily obtain so decided fe- 
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suits in the ever) -day practice of the profession ? To give a correct 
answer to such an inquiry, 1 would divide diseases into three classes. 

1st. The fii-st class chouid coiiiprehend the great variety of sligiit ail- 
ments that we meet, which arc not very well defined, and to which we 
should scarcely give a name ; also mild febrile cases. These cases hife 
generally not very marked symptoms, and the efieet from the most ap- 
propriate remedy a not very sinking. They will recover with orwiUnot 
treatment. It is safe to say they get welL These are not good cases to 
test the merits of homceopathic practice. 

Sd* In the second I would class incurable diseases ; such as cancer, 
scrofula and phthisb in their fully developed state ; hydrocephalns, nwni' 
branous croup and organic diseases of the vital organs generally ; also 
the later stages of acute disease, where the system is beyond the point 
of re-action. This class are generally fatal under any treatment, and 
should be thrown out in our investigation. Cases belonging to one cr 
the other of these classes are wliat are generally seen by the oidioaiy 
practitioner ; and from no very positive efiects in the former, and tt» 
often of entire fiiilure in the latter, an unfavorable impression is made. 
These cases should be thrown out as evidence upon the subject. 

3d. The third class sliould include the ordinary weli-demied disease, 
both acute and chronic, wherein the discriminating physician will be able 
to judge very correctly as to their result, and th*> proportionatr fatality 
that attends them. These are the rase? where a trial of th< ]ircicticc 
is demanded, and where the result will determine more satisfactonly as 
to the general success. In short, on this subject we follow the same 
general laws of evidence as upon any other subject. I do not expect 
that a proppss of reasoning would he of any utility on tin- point. Out 
of several iliousand physicians who arc now in this praftice, probably 
not one has been convinced by it. We might as well thmk of settling 
a question in moral pliilosophy by the rule of threCy or a probliMii in 
mathematics bv anything besides matht inalics. it is a subject of obser- 
vation sunply, aud can be setded in no other way than by observation. 

There is an error which the profession generally have fallen ifltop 
You will frequently hear homoeopathy spoken of as a " theory,^* Nothing 
can be further from the truth. We are not cautious enough in diffln- 
guishing between a theory and a &ct. If bomoropathy is true, it is not 
true as a theory, but as a fact ; and if a fiict of general applicatioDt it 
becomes a principle or law, and stands in a similar rektbn to nieificaie 
that the law of gravitatbn does to philosophy. If we go further, and in- 
quire how the medicine acts in the cure, this inay be theory ; but ve 
will not attempt to explain the ultimate nutdm operandi of medjciDe-* 
vain and fruitless speculation. 

i have thus far endeavored to show that the law of cure is the pe- 
culiarity of homoeopathy. There are, however, when this law is per- 
fectly and accurately observed, several other considerations, which, al- 
though secondary to this fundamental principle, are of practical import- 
ance. The most prominent of these is in relation to posology, or tl» 
doie to be administered in the cure of disease. 1 do not propose to 
go into an exammatioii of this part of the aubjoct at the present tim^ 
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but will siiin)ly aflinii Lljat when tlie horiKjeopathic law, which we have 
confldered, is regarded in our therapeutics, a coniparailvLly sumll quan- 
tity of medicine will answer the only real indication for which medicine 
is given, which, in the language of anottier, is " to remove disease, to 
nutigate its severity, or to abrid|;e its duration." This is owing to an 
increased susceptibility of the diseased organism to the action of the 
remedial agent, in a very great degree over that when given on any 
other principle, or when given in health* Another reason exists, in toe 
fact, which, although always known and admitted in medicine, has been 
more fully developmi^that all drugs are active only in a certain state of 
attenuation. A strictly solid substance cannot exert any influence on the 
system, either as a noxious or as a remedial agent, but acts simply as a 
foreign body disturbing the system mechanically. This would be as 
true of ether as of gold, were we capable of rendering it as solid. The 
whole problem of potentizing homceopathic medicines is readily and ra- 
tiooally explained upon this principle. 



CASE OF FOREIGN bODY IN THE LARYNX. 

To the Editor of the Boaton Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Sir, — Should you deem the following report of a case of somewhat 
complicated nature, which came under my notice during the latter part 
of its teim, of interest to the readers of the Journal, I here submit the 
same for publication. The importance which I attach to this particu- 
lar instance of a common affection, arises not from its appearance in an 
unusual form, nor from difficulties arising in the way of diagnosis, or re- 
straint, but from an accident attending its progress, and giving origin to 
anomalous symptoms which, while they were referred to the systomic de- 
rangement, doubtless belonged exclusively to the complication. The 
history is as follows : — 

My father was called early in February la?t to attend upon the patient 
— a little Irish child 2 years old — who, by the account of the mother, 
had been suliering ior six weeks previously from an exhausting diarrhoea. 
On the day before the attendance, the child had ojected from the sto- 
mach a large worm, of the ordinary species ( As. Lunibricus), which led 
to the suspicion of the true nature of llie case ; whereas, before, they 
hi\d Hitribuied ilie watery discharges to a pi"ecocious appetite and undue 
indulgence. The usual appearances of invennination were jiresent, viz., 
diiitended abdomen, irritative fever, cough, &c., together with the ex- 
treme debility referable to the long-continued purging. Upon inquiry 
respecting the cough, which seemed in no wise to di^r from that com- 
monly present in such cases, the mother remarked incidentally, that, 
about two weeks since, the child, wliilst playing with otlier children^ 
having at the time several grains of com in its mouth — ^ran backward 
against a bed standing in the room, and struck the back of its head 
against the post. The com was douhtleu thrown into the glottis by the 
shock, and of necessity swallowed, excepting one or more kernels, wNdi, 
passing into the larynx, induced a violent paniiysm of cough, by which 
ooe was finally disfodged, and the spasmoaic e&rts ceased. No irritar 
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tion followed, and the coast was supposed to be clear, until, at the 
expiration of a week, a short, dry hack occurred, siinulatinfi so nearly 
the worm cough, that the physician who saw the paiieu: a lew days 
later, did not give to the circumstance a bearing in his diagnose. He 
therefore ordered, as a deobstruent, calomel in moderate doses, at bter- 
vals of three hours until catharsb was eflfected. The bowds irae 
moved several tiines during the night, but no worms appeared* In ibe 
morning, directed infiiskm spigelia to be given through the daj, aod ti* 
bwed at night by d. ricini, which brou^t away thirty-one womis, dt 
large aise, and the patient was dismissed. 

About ten days subsequently, while visiting another patient is tlie 
family, I was requested to prescribe for the child's cough, which tdH 
continued without abatement, oocnrring, however, mostlv at bterfi^ 
usually after quiet sleep, attended with picking at the chin and thml 
As the purging and other concordant signs of intestinal irritation were 
still present in a decree, I repeated the exhibition of the pink, but witb 
no success. At this stage of the complaint, so great was the deb% 
thai I deemed it necessary to resort to active stimulatkm to support the 
system, and directed a weak sling to be given as occasion demanded; 
tmc. opii at night, the cold douche in the morning, and the child to be 
carried out a considerable distance every day. Under this treatmeot, 
continued for several days, the litde remaining strength of the system was 
maintained, but there was no improvement otherwise. Little or no food 
was taken. The blandest fluids were rejected, and the roiii:;h persbted, 

I had been madf? aware of the lodcemeiu of the corn and the ci^ 
cumstances attendintr it, but reasoned, that there could be none reniain- 
ing, as no sign of irritation at its presence was set up until at If^ast six 
or seven days had elapsed. Yet I was not quite free from doubt re- 
specting the exemption of the larynx from some sourro of irritation, 
more especially as 1 could not account for the persistt nce of nearly 'm 
same diagnostic marks as had before indicated the existence of woinis. 

The perplexing cause at leni^h made itself apparent. Just four 
weeks from th*' occurrence of the accident, the mother was waked it 
iiigiu by tliu spasmodic efforts of the child to breathe. Extending t 
over the bed in a horizontal posture, after several atteuipLs at respir*- 
tion it vomited a quantity of bloody, semi>purulent matter, and, by the 
last effi>rt, a grain of com, swollen and soft from its long reteotioo, hi^ 
ing lam in durance twenty-eight days, either in the nosteriornsiies^er 
thrown, by the ezpuhdve e&rts, into one of the veotrkdes of the isijiix» 
whence it could only find egress by the process of utoeration. I saiis' 
olbed to the latter supposition, as the breathing of the child whs 
sleeping was, for the most part, fi«e, and through the nose as oisd; 
which I apprehend could scarcely have been the case with a 
body of that magnitude in the nares. 

I have only to add, that ray patient recovered sbwly iiom the (Bt 
treme debility resulting from the associate actioo of accident and diieii^ 
after the unexpected crisis ; with no mterruption, save the ibrmatioD of 
an abscess, probably among the compiessed tissues which sumunded ik 
expanding kernel. 1 remain very truly youcs^ 

New Sawn, VU, JfyrU 23<{> 185K U. W. Smith, M.D. 
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BDtTORLAL CORHESPONDBIICE. 

DUeases in the Holy Land .and Syria. — A series of examinations have 
been made at Jerusftlemi at Nablous (the ancient Shechem), in Samaria, 
at Damascus, and some other localities, into the history and character of 
leprosy. The malady is precisely the sajne, wherever it occurs — and a 
description of it as seen at any one place, illustrates its appearance every 
where in the orient. Two kinds of leprosy are recognized in Syria — 
viz., the white, as it is popularly called, and the ulcerated. The first is 
the lepro^ of the Mosaic times, having white, dry, crusty, scaly Datcbes, 
that anpear on Tarious parts of the bodjTf and which, in |>rotractea cases, 
spread extensively. Wc see as many illustrations of this form of it in 
some parts of the United States, as here. I have seen no Tory severe cases 
in Palestine. The other kind, known under the name of /oAotn— « hard 
way of spelling, but pronounced Javam by Arabic physician* — is divided 
into three varieties, each of which is horrible in its mildest aspect, and no 
hope whatever is entertained of a recovery, either by the sufferer or any 
one else. In one of tlie varieties, the fingers begin to fester about the nails 
or joints when the patient is about twenty years of age, which rarely heal 
over, but furrows extend along the line of lymphatics, and a joint becomes 
pufl^ and spongy, and matter of a greenish yellow color oozes out oh 
pressure; the apophyses of the bones enUrge, and by and by the joint 
unlocks, and off drops a finger, a thumb, or two or three on each hand, or 
a toe or two from the feet. The exposed extremity is a raw, bloody stump, 
which never heals over so but thai it shows the existence of matter under 
the skin. Gradually, creeping onward and upward, the hand, for example, 
drops otTat the wrist ; and so on, inch by inch, both handi and feet are lost 
in process of time. I have seen a stump at the ankle, caused in this way; 
and some lose the leg at the knee. No loss of blood follows, natnre be- 
ing careful to secure the arteries, gradually, with reference to the ampnta- 
tion she intends to eflect. Thus the poor wretches live, but die piecemeal, 
wandering about, making a capital out of their misfortunes to gain their 
^read, begging being their vocation. A second form shows itself in irregu- 
lar, warty oxrre'^cenros over ihe whole face, hands, arms, feet and legs, 
whirh ker-]) Lrradually enlarging, and ulcerating at points, when the same 
oifensivc, greeuisii matter, as in the other kind, lies in cellular sars, which 
enlarge like cups to retain it. It is extremely dis^gusting, and \n udvuiiced 
stages it requires considerable fortitude to look a patient over thoroughly. 
I saw two cases in Damascus, both women in advanced life. A third form 
seems to attack the bones of the nose, like syphilis, and sweeps away the 
whole bony structure, carries off the teeth, oiminishes the bones of the 
face either by absorption, or softens them so much that the muscles press 
them into smaller compass, as the faces of such persons were distorted^and 
certainly made smaller. At the same time the legs become elephantic. 
An ankle or one foot is immensely swollen, and permanently maintained 
in that condition. Marked cases of this sort I also saw at Damascus, and, 
through a miiisiooary who spoke Arabic with fluency, they were questioned 
minutely in respect to the commencement of the diseasoi their own ages. 
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&c. &c« In all of them, the voice is nearly lost id the advanced stages. 
The heard in men cornea out, so that not a remnant of a once bushy, bearj 
beard and whiskers, the pride and ornament of a man in Asia, is lobe de* 

tected. 

In Jerusalem, just within the eastern gate, near Mount Zion, thereisa 
row of hovels, near the \vr\11, ex'clusircly occupied by this description of 
lepers. Thcv have a small property heioiiging' to the community, kepi io 
trust by the Turkish government, the income of which, together with tie 
rejGTular business of begging, enables them to keep from starvation. I miik 
a special visit to their quarter, but only one person happened to be at hoiue, 
a bale, stout vagabond of a fellow, who had not a single symptom 
leprosy about him, that I could detect, yet he identified himself asonesf 
the brotherhood because he was looking forward to the day when he sbould 
be crippled and maimed like his neighi)ors. 

In D:imnscus, there are two establishments for the reception of lepers: 
about the only institutions reco;^nized by the Turkish government; one of 
which, outside the wall, is made up of a clii>ter of old building?, to whid 
some fertile gardens belong, th(.' rent of which is taken to .support the in- 
males. The other, within the city, is constituted of S'.vernl houses, wuh 
yard room between them, into which Greeks, Arabs and Turks are 
roitted indiscriminately. No funds are set apart for them, but contrilrauoos 
from the mosques, Greek chapels, and charity, spontaneous and forced- 
for the patients are importunate beggars — keep them fed and clothed ofirr 
the fashion of the country. Not a single Jew in either of those laa: 
houses could be found ; and I think there was nor a Jew sufferer at Nablous. 
the old strong hold and holy residence of the Samaritans, who<e oj)posiiioD 
temple ^lood on Mount Gerizim — a miij^hiy niounlain indeed, at wbichl 
gazed with uncommon emotions. It seems that the white scaly leprosy 
belongs more especially to the descendants of Abraham, but is by nomeiw 
very formidable or very common. The other, the concentration of borri> 
hies, is peculiar to the Mussulmen — who are essentially Turks and kak 
with a slight sprinkling of Greeks. The question was put to the mission- 
ary who accompanied me^ — to my dragoman, who is a native, an Arab, 
antl pfrfi rtlv familiar with the customs, habit'^, vJaws and thoughts of 
con fiti vr.ien — and, lastly, I consulted the (]istii)f^ui>hrd Hakeem Mishakab, 
the hrst and leading Arab practitioner of medicine in Damascus — a man of 
fine powers, who is fast raising himself above the whims and prejudices oi 
the people, an excellent mathematician, and an oracle of learning io the 
estimation of the best and most intelligent classes in Damascus — as to the 
origin of this frightful and incurable disease. They all concurred is »v 
ing the opinion was universal, that if a woman conceived in this climaie 
during any period of the menstrual flux, the child — ^hould it live to abott 
twenty years of a2['o after birth — would positively have some one of it'- 
three forms of Jdham ; and no arguments could be adduced to shake thai 
belief. It is also represented a^^ a fact, llmt a woman having it, never be- 
comes pregnant after the development of the leprosy; nor can a male who 
has it become the father of children. My new medical friend, Hake«B 
Mishakah, said that he had known one single departure from what lu^ 
been considered a physiological law in regard to the non-productive qoali* 
fications of the lepers, where a young man and woman, who both had ibe 
incipient forms of Jdham, were married, and who now have a pretty !I ' 
daugiiler, four years of a^re, who has not yet shown any signs of inhentHj; 
it. He has once known the disease to show itself in a young woman 
the early age of fifteen. 
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Most of the lepers m Damascus, whom I saw and examined, came from 
Tillages in the mountains of anti*Lehanon. They there consider it emi- 
neolly contagious, and actually drive the victims off to the home prepared 
for them in the city, the moment its indications are discoverahle. On the 
contrary, the citizens of Damascus and Jerusalem entertain no fear of it 
whatpvnr. They arc sati5.fied thern is but one way of ^rpn^rntinnf it, and 
therefore the poor creattirrs- are permitted to wander about at pleasure. 
These hold out large woodLti measures to receive contributions, as though 
they were fearful of communicating it by toucii, or else respected ihe in- 
stinctive dread of strangers, to whom they address themselves in piteous 
tones of supplication. This is all I have been able to collect on the subject 
of leprosy, and, for the present, it most be laid by for other topics. 

Smallpox sweeps its way through the Mahommedan population in Syria 
without much interruption. The faces of the Turks are badly scarred, 
and the loss of an eye is not uncommon from its severity. Vaccination is 
perfectly well understood, nnd its protective influence freely acknowledged, 
hut the true believers arc disposed to take whatever comes, whether life or 
death ; and whatever turns up, their expressions are always the sa'ne,— 

^ "God is great, and Mahommed is his prophet." Hakeem Mishakah says 
that the thinking Hussulmen in Damascus avail themselves of vaecination 
for their children, hut keep within the requirements of the Koran, by ob- 

^ teining a dispensation, or rather permission, from the mosque, to have it 

, performed. 

^ As Damascus is splendidly watered by rivers, which rush down from 
I the mountains, and wend their wny through the city, T wo«^ cnrions to 
^ ascertain whether goitre was a Ireqtient disease, every stream iel being 
chart^ed with melted snow from Mount Herrnon and other elevaliotis ; which 
species of water, in the brooks and lakes of Switzerland, is charged with 
, the vice of goitring the throats of the thousands who are Incurably afiected. 
One woman, only, I passed in the street in Damascus, with a thyroidal en« 
largeraent, and that not very great. The population is computed at one 
hundred and fifty thousand — most of whom are continually running about 
I the bazars, to and fro, and if the disease were quite common, in the multi- 
tudes constafitlv passing, T should have detected it. The people are dressed 
I so qtif^erly, or not dressed at all, as we should define clothing, that you 
cannot avoid staring at ihem. Their physical defects, if they happen to 
have any, are therefore readily detected. Hence I conclude goitre is not 
generated by snow water in Syria* More observations are intended, and 
inquiries will be extended to the native physicians and missionaries, the 
results of which will not be lost sight of on my return home. 

Intermittent fevers are general, and are especially violent and protracted 
in the gorges of the mountains, and about the plains of Esdraelon, Jericho, 
and some other localities of his{nrical interest. Typhus is here also, but 
little is said about it. Opfithalmia may be traced from Dan to Beersheba, 
invariably having its origin, according to my observation, as in Egypt, in 
negligence, and the incrustations of perpetually accumulating filth. The 
further I have proceeded north from the Nile, the cases diminish more 
rapidly ; but where there are Arabs, diseases of the eye and the optic ap« 
paratus will certainly be found. Before going to prayers — a pretty fre« 
quent rite, several times a day — especially in cities, they squat on the 
margin of the water tank which is placed in the court of every mosque, and 
ingeniously wash their mouths, cheeks, the tips of their ears, and perhaps 
the forehead, but avoid their eyes as though water would burn them. 
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But of this, my eiparieoce will furnish all that my medical friends wiE 
wish to read hereafter. Syphilis abounds all through Syria, faul is tliMgitt 

to l>e less severe than in Europe. A<? for morals, there is a g^eat ?How 
without substnnce. Dr. Pauldiiiff, of Damascus, an excellent physiciaii 
from the United States, in the missionary service, and Dr. Deforest, equally 
competent and conversant with the diseases and their treatment, who re- 
sides at Boyroot, will hereafter contribute their knowledge in a form to 
throw all the light that could be desired on this subject, and conaequeatlj 
I have only stated in general terms the results of my personal obsemiioQL 



Nashville Journal of Medicine and Surs^ery. — The first number ol t 
new Medical Journal, with the uIk vr title, has been received frora the pub- 
lisher, J. T. S. Fall, Nashville, T( tmr ^ c It contains 64 octavo pa^ 
and is to be issued bi-montbly, ui two dullurs a year, W. K. Bowling, M.D., 
editor. It is established omfer the auspices of the Medical Faculty of tk 
University of Nashville, who are fully determined to make it a penMsort 
journal. From the appearance of the first number, which contains imbj 
ably written articles, we have no doubt it will be the medium of impartiBg 
much useful and interesting information to the members of the professioc 
in the ?reat valley ^f thp Mississippi. Under the g^aidance of its k- 
complislied e«iitor, und with such assistance as he will receive from his col- 
leac^ues ot ilic university, we think it cannot fail on account of mismanage- 
ment, and we trust that the profession will fully appreciate the undertakiog. 
We wish the editor all success in the enterprise, and shall welcome luiB 
among the corps editorial, and his journal in the list of our exchangeff. 



The present Tendency of Invattigation in Medicine. — " An Addre<? 
livered before the Suffolk District Medical Society, at its second Annim- 
sary Meelinir. iMnr* li 2S, 1851. By Samuel Parkman, M.D., M.M.S.S., 
&c.*' A brief niHice of this excellent address appeared in our Journal 
soon aiier its delivery, with a promise, when it was published, to lay por- 
tions of it before our readers. This it now aflbrds us much plesFon lo 
do, though we have room for only one brief quotation the present met 
In speaking of the imperfections which exist in medicine as a scieDce,liK 
learned doctor says 

Medicine has been reproached becai^se, in the presence of that scourge, 
the cholera, which has, with mysterious and deadly step, pa<<ed over 
nearly the wiiole world, it has remained inefficient and powerless a« regards 
the discovery of its real cause and nature ; not even having pointed out 
a sign by which its approach might be foreseen, even if it were ordaioed 
that we must succumb to its devastation, as to a decree of fiite. IT" 
charge is true ; but let only those who are free in this respect, cast iBt 
reproach. Has any naturalist ever approximated to the cause or nature of 
the disease, which in like manner has spread over a large portion of the 
world, depriving a nation of its subsistence ? And yet, which of the m 
has the most advanta£^es and facilities for arriving at discovery, the one 
compelled to judg"e of the hidden processes of disease by obscure ^i2rn^ 
or only alil- to examine its effects after its ravnfres have f)een complei^d; 
or the otiier, who has merely to walk into a putato field anil make lint* 
autopsies of his diseased patients 7 A mysterious influence has trsreiMd 
the land, and a class of forest trees, which faiid for years with each retoxoiiiS 
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«|nring spread their leam for grateful shade, now raise their bare branches 
— a deformity and a barrenness in the midst of the benuly and plenteous* 
ness of summer. Has any one shown the muses of this ? Has any one 
advanced even a tenable theory, or made so much as a probable auppoaition V* 



Professor MLtuCt Iniroductonj. — ** Introductory Address, delivered to the 
Medical Class of Transylvania University, at the opening of the summer 
course of lectures, March 17, 1851, by John R. Allen, M'.D., Prof, of Ma- 
leria Medica and Therapeutics." This address is mainly devoted to de- 
fininjT^ " the true position w hich practical medicine should occupy before the 
public.'* It is a theme appropriately chosen, and should have been listened 
10 by the public. We conceive it to beeood policy for medical men to have 
** platforms^* as well as politicians ; and if the principles which they pro* 
muigate are soundi discrimiDating comroiuiities will approve and adopt 
them. 



Fenner''s Southern Medical ReporU, — A circular has been received from 
Messrs. D. Davies, Son & Co., of New Orleans, announcing the under* 
taking of publishing Dr. Fenner's elaborate reports on the Medical Topo* 

graphy, Meteorolopry an(? prevalent D)«ea?=os of Louisiana, Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, Georgia, North and South Carolina, Florifln, Arkansas, Tennessee 
and Texas. When the first volume of Dr. Fenner's rep uts was received, 
we made particular mention of its value, and of the appreciation in which 
it should be held by the profession in the districts embraced. Our opinion 
is unchanged, and we sincerely hope that the publishers* appeal to those 
who should be intmsted In such matters, may oe cheerfully responded to. 
We regret that Dr. Fenner should not have been remunerated for the time 
speot and heavy expenses incurred in producing his first volume, and with 
bis second one we trust that he will be more successful. The first was 
rilled with matter interesting to the profession in every part of the country ; 
and we have no doubt the second will be also. 



^' Prize Essay on the Pernicious Influences of Nostrums. — We are inform- 
ed that Dr. John O. Sewall, n crnduate of the Massachusetts Medical Col- 
iege, has received the prize ottered last year by the Now York State Medical 
Society, for the best Essav upon "The Pernicious Itiiluenres of Nostrums 
and Quack Remedies on the ileallii and Morals of the Community." The 
Essay will be published in the Transactions of this year.^JVsf0 York 



To Cortit > sPOKDF.NTs. — The arlicle sig'ncd " Qiiarkcry," in nnswer to Mrilirus " of last 
tvaeky is iaadinifMble. We are willing; to allow foiae scope to the exprewion of opinions at van- 
KBce with «wrr own, u oor pages to-day bcnr wiImm } bol Iha diftnM of everv svsiem of medical 
error and delusion woold be ineoBpllfMWilh llw ol|joM tO wIm^ 
0O4 be allows in it 



Death* in BoaUm^ot the week ending Saturday noon, April 96, 65^Males,fi— fenielM,41. 

Apoplexy, 2— disease of bowels, 2 — infTnmmntinn of IkiwcK, 1— consumption, 13 — ^convulsions, 2 
—croup, 2— -debility, 3— diarrhoea, ii — dropsy of Uie brain, 2— ^baustion, 2— typhus fever, 4— ty- 
phoid lover, ^'Scarlet fever, 1— luny fever, 4 heeptog COUgh^ 1— disease of U»ari, 1— iafaniile* 
t — iiiflnmnnation of Iiinps, 1 — liver di^ea^c, t — niara«tmu«, ? — measles, 1 neuiejgio, l«-oldagep 

— ^>cnfooitis, 1 — ^pucrt)cral, 1 — pleurisy, 3— smallpox, 4r— teethinf, 1. 

■Under 5 years, 25— oetween 5 aod SO yean. 6— between 20 ana iO years, 19— between 40aiM| 
O vcp r«! , 8— over 60 years, 7. Americans, 27 forei^eri and cbildien of kumfjUW, 9B. 
The above includes 11 deaths at the City InstiUitioos. 
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The New Hospital Surgeon, — We learn ihnt Dr. H. G. Clark, ihe newly 
appointed Surgeon of the Massachusetts General Hospital, performed liu 
first capital operatiuu la llie Hospital on Saturday of last week. 



Trial Jar Manslaughter, — Dr. T. H. Stnilii, who was iiidjcted in ihii 
city somelime since for administerinff medicine in large doses to two chil* 
dren, which was the alleged cause of their death, was pot upon trial before 
the Municipal Court last week. The indictment containea tiro separate 
counts. On the first, the jury could not agree ; and on the second, they 
acquitted him. The ncrt^sod is still under bonds, to answer at tbeneit 
term of the Court on the first count of the indictment. 



Sick Headache cured by full Impirathns. By M. Tavicxot. — "It was 
in the following manner that I discovered the efficacy of this vew and ap* 

farently stranjxe method for the cure of this affection. In October lasi 
\VBL& attacked with pain and weight in the head, anorexia, a physical and 
moral prostration, ^c. Experience taught tne that I had to remain ia this 
state for twenty-four hours. I concluded that this peculiar state or the 
nenroas centres might depend upon a stagnation of hlood in the Tenous si- 
nttses of the dura inater, as M. Auzias Turenne supposes, or upon an im- 
perfect aeration of this fluid. I immediately commenced respiring freely 
and fully during s:?veral minutes. I perceived a sensible relief, which in- 
duced me to continue, and in a short time I was cured. I got up and ud- 
derfook my usual occupations, as I felt but a slight pain in my temples, 
which vanished in a quarter of an hour. This result was doubly agreeable 
to me, as it furnished me willi a new and practical remedy. In ten per* 
sons, upon whom it has been tried, one-half have found instantaneoat ic* 
Jief, and in the others there has heen an amelioratiott« or a complete ftit 
ure."— Sme<Aer» Med, and Surg, Journal, 

The Sale «^ Arsenic. — Yesterday Lord Carlisle's bill to regulate the sale 
of arsenic, now in the House of Lords, was printed. It declares thai ihe 
unrestricted sale of arsenic facilitates the comrnissinrt of crime. The bill 
provides, that on every sale particulars of the sale shall be entered by the 
seller in a book before the delivery of the arsenic, and every such entry is 
to be signed by the person selling the same. Any person selling arseuic, 
save as authorized by this hill, and erery person giving false informitioB 
to obtain arsenic, are to be summarily convicted before magistrates, and id 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding £20. The bill is not to prevent dw 
sale of arsenic in medicine, under a medical prescription. A recent ten 
caused the introduction of the bill. — London Idtncet, 



Emergence of Needles from the Surface of the Body. — A Bath papc' 
of recent date, informs us that within the last three months the waitrej>3i 
the Cross Keys inn, Orange-grove, in that city, has, from lime lo lime, 
complained of pains and aches in difTerent parts of her person ; and within 
the last monlh, not fewer than thirty-two needles have been extracted fnO 
her knees. She has not the slightest recollection of having at any tiiw 
swallowed any needles, and her usual occupation has prevented her 
making much use of tho^ie implements. The needles first make their ap- 
pearance beneath the skin ; a small pustule forms, and the needle is then 
extracted from the orifice.^i&. 
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PRISON DISCIPLINE. 
A Piper nad befim ibe M«dical Sodeiy of Loodon by Dr. Foum Wimlow, Mweh Tt, 1861 

Dr. W. commenced by observing, that the p^eat problems of crime and 
prbon discipline were occupying much public and lei^islative attention. 
They were themes which kings, eminent stalesmeuj renowned philan- 
thropbts, and great philosophers — men whose names shed an unfading' 
lustre on the epoch in which they flourished, have not thought unworthy 
of their 9tudy and specuktlon. He (Dr. Winslow) thought these sub* 
jects had a special and peculiar claim upon the members of a liberal 
and enlightened profession. As ciuxens of the State, the roembeis of 
their profession, m common with eveiy other thmking and educated sec* 
tion of the community, were much interested in the political, social and 
roonl condition of the people. But, apart altogedier from their positbn 
as citisens, from their education, habits of thou^t, and specialty of in* 
stniction — as philosophers, trained by education to a course of rigid in- 
duction and patient reflection— «s metaphysicians, conversant with the 
healthy and morbid phenomena of the human mind — as physiologbts, 
fully competent to appreciate the condition of man, not merely as a ma* 
tenal organizatbn, but a complex organ i<;m, combining m mysterious 
union matter and spirit, and adapted for high and noble purposes : were 
they not, he asked, better fitted than any oUier class, to grapple with the 
abstruse points involved in a successful elucidation of the question under 
discussion ? Tliey were to consider man in his social character, sur- 
ronntlcd hy <;oo(l and evil inflnmces, uririiifr him on in a career either 
ol virtue or vice ; they had to view their fellow-creatures, not only in 
iheir physical aspect, hut in their mental and moral relationship to so- 
ciety ; to trace the first imputes to crime, the fii^t yearnings towards 
vice; to well weii^h the elTect of certain organizations, certain physical 
and moral agents, upon the mind, in originating, sustaining and directing 
criiiunal and vicious inclinations ; and subsequeniiy, it was their duty 
to estiinnte the amount of human sud'ering compatible with the due main- 
tenance of the mental and physical health. Were they not (Dr. Wins- 
low asked) entitled to be consulted in matters so j^rave and important ? 
The medical profession should show to the executive of this country a 
willingness and competency to enter the arena and to discuss with the 
statesman and political econombt the subject of prison discipline. Crime 

14 
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h «5aid truly to have its primary rcxjt in the natural comiption of ihefio- 
man heart, and without divine agency vain, indeed, would be all liuman 
efforts to eradicate the first great cause of evil, ft was, however, wi'.hin ihe 
scopt' of human power to n move temptation lo crime, to disci iir.iie in 
commission by judiciuns punishment, to attack ib sources and !» il.vaiks, 
and by relormative discipline and religious instruction to open a roadlo 
lliose higher and holier influences which can alone change the heart, 
and assure tli*' pt nnanence of morality. On the point of statistics it 
was difilcult to give any accurate infomiation. The extent of the mora! 
disease could not be estimated. Its magnitude defied all ihe eliurlsoflbe 
statician. It was generally maintained that only a fractional portioaof 
the offences committed were brought to justice, and that a large amoni 
of concealed and unpunished omces ^aded the hands of jusdce. Af> 
ter dwellme udob this point, Dr. Wioslow observed, that, taking thel« 
ten y ears, the following was the number of coinmiltals '* and " auimnnj 
ooovictions " :— comnuttals, d06,900 ; spmniary convictions, 591,6(10. 
To show the amount of depraving, demoralizing, criminal, and ridon 
influences at work in the metropolis alone, Dr. Winslow obser?c(l ik 
the subjoined statement bad been dmwn up fiom official doconieBts,]^ 
persons whose veracity could be relied upon :^children trained to crime, 
16,000 ; receivers of stolen goods, 5000 ; gamblers by profession, 15,000; 
beggars, 25,000 ; thieves, &c., 50,000 ; drunkards, 30,000 ; habitual gp 
drinkers, 180,000; persons subsisting on profligacy, 150,000. To gift 
some idea of the importance of the subject, Dr. Wioslow stated that Mr. 
^eison, the actuary, had calculated, supposing the ratio of crime as it exist- 
ed in 1843 to extend over the period, that in 1883, 1,473,840 male? abow 
12 years (being about one fourth of the male population at that 2^), 
will have been in prison at some time during the forty years. Dr. 
Winslow then entered into a history of the legislation on the Fiihjt^of 
prison refonii, commen( ing from 1775 to 1840, ^\ Ikmi the model pn«« 
at Pentonville was built, and 1848, when the Foril:iiul prison waserto 
ed. He thought that, as rate-payers, they oui^ht to be acquainted wim 
the cost per ceil of some of tiie recently-built L:oals. Milibank o^. 
half a million sterling — Pentonville cost £85,000^ — Pentonville prison 
cost £162 per cell ; Chelmbloid, £300; Reading, £200 ; Jiiriuintibam, 
£120; Leeds, £132; Aylesbury, £ 153 ; Winchester, £l56; Wake- 
ficUl, £125; York Castle, £1200. Tliere were four different systenis 
of prison discipline. 1 . Old associated system. 2. Mixed or classified^ 
tem. 3. Separate sysiL'iu. 4. Silent system. Before entering upon 
cussion of the old associated system, Dr. Winslow referred to ihelawwluck 
was supposed to regulate the intercourse of individuals — via., that wha 
persons whose prominent actions have been developed b)r the same rin) 
nnpulse are brought into union, the vital element of their respecttTC 
tiotts will be increased in intensity by their intercourse. Under 
ciated system of treatment, the prisons were dens of corrupdon, iaiq^ 
and vice ; schods of crime, instead of *^ hospitab for rooml ^■^^'f^'* 
£vei7 system of debauchery, roguery, and refined vice was practised. 
After entering at length into thb part of the subject, and illustrsuof t 
by examples, Or. Winsbw observedi that if the law had a right ta pm 
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the state had no right to corrupt. Where unrestricted, imre?trvc(J asso- 
ciation prevailed amoiiij prisoners, such corruption took place, iiui au 
accidental occurrence, but as a positive, direct and necessary result. 
The a5sociated system was said to be most appallingly destructive totfao 
inoi-als of the juvenile criminals. To meet this ^eat evil a system of 
clasBification was adopted, but without success. Dr. Winsbw entered 
at length into a history of the amelioration of the criminal code, and said 
unceasing effivts had been made to adapt the criminal code to the spirit 
of the age, by infusing into ^enal legislation benevolent and enliehtened 
views 01 crime and pnson disciplme. All undue severity was ^Jared 
to be in opposition to the spirit of the constitutbnal law. Alter citing 
fimeton, Blackstone, Beccaria and Buxton on this point, Dr. Wiuslow 
repudiated the idea of treating crime and criminals with undue leniency. 
The law sliould be merciful to the public as well as to the prisooefti 
The penal code should guarantee two things : the almost certain deteo- 
tion of crime, and the absolute and speedy ceitamty of its punishment. 
Punishment must be reformatory as well as penal. Mece naked tsorreo* 
tion hardens the heart, and does nothing to lessen the amount of crime^ 
except by exciting a feeling of terror. The great object of penal legb- 
lation and punishment was the prevention of crime. Directly punish- 
ment ceased to he |)reventire and refomiatory, it became vindictive and 
nnjii'^t. A class of prisoners was referred to wlio were hopelessly ia- 
rorrigible and irreclainiahle — their moral sense was utterly perverted and 
stultified — tliey constituted cases of moral an^tsthtsia. Such ni< n ex- 
hibited only the animal instincts, recognized no distinction between right 
and wrong — meum and tuum. No amount of puni^hnient, no degree 
of kindness, could make any impression on their heads or hearts. Dr, 
W. gave some account of tlie intmduction of the separate, solitary, and 
silent systems in \rnerica, and afterwards in this couiiuy, France, Bel- 
gium, Prussia, Sic. ; aiul, after referring to the subject of jjiijun dis- 
cipline generally, gave, as the result of the most careful examination 
of odicial parliamentary returns, the following important facts in refer- 
ence to the influence of prisons on mortality, and the general and specific 
generation of disease. 

PrtMon Mortality, -^^ThA known registered prison mortality is about 
J 9 in 1000 cases. A number of prisoners are yearly discharged, said 
to be under the influence of incurable diseases/^ and calculating one 
third of these cases to die, the prison mortality will be at the rate of 
23 4-5 per 1000. 

Genera/ Afiiitol^ty.— In the metiopolb the annual mortalityi between 
the ages of 15 and 17, is 15 3-10 per 1000. The mortality varies m 
difierent prisons. At Springfield, the mortality is 14 3*10 per 1000; 
whilst at Reading, it is estimated at 41 per 1000 cases. Taking the 
two principal prisons, the mortality is as Ibllows — ^PentonviUoi ld| per 
1000; Millbank, 18^ do. 

Spedfie iMlorta^.— It has been computed that in the metropolis the 
mortality is-«coosumption, 4 3-10 per 1000 ; scrofulous diseases, 3-100 
do. In priaons— ^jonsumption, 18J per 1000 ; scrofulous diseases, 2 8-10 
do. During the first thousand admissioos into Feutonville prisooy 11 
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died of consumption, and 14 prisoners were pardoned on that ground, 
which would make the ratio 3^ per cent. It should be borne in ami 
that at Pentonville the prisonen are picked and selected, and that nooe 
are admiited to its walls who are not in the best mental and ho&j 
in^th. If they are not in a condition to undergo the kind of iieitoHtt 
to which they are exposed, they are rejected by the medical offiom 
We now proceed to the subject of insanity. 

In August, 1844,* the number of pauper lunatics and idiots in Eog* 
land was ascertained to be : — Males, 7870 ; females, 9485 : total, 17;^ 
Of these, 390 ('290 feniales, 170 males), or 2.95 per cent., were ooda 
16 years of age, leaving 7770 males, 9^65 females, above 16 years of 
age. Now, the estimated population of England at that time (July 1, 
1844) was— males, 8,097,000 ; females, 8,478,000: total, 16,575,000; 
showing that, out of the entire male population, 0.98 in lOOO were io* 
sane or idiotic, and 1.1 out of the female population. Botasinssniij 
tarely commences before the ejxxih of puberty (16 years of age),*e 
inost'inquire bow many males and females in the population 
age are insane. Now, the proportion of males at 16 years and over, 
being 43.6 per cent, of male )x>pulation, it appears that the male popu- 
lation of En<;!and in August, at 16 years and above, vfi 
3,''5.30,3f)0. In Augus^t, T^44, it w as n'^ccrtained that there were 77*0 
male pauper lunatics and idiols at IG ) t'ars and over, and the e-iinPi-i 
male population at and above 16 years at iliat date was 3,530.uoo: : 
follows that out of the entire male population at and above 16 
2.2 of tlie laborinf; jwpulation am iir>uiie or idior^. To render this 
calculation more precise, it is ik>iral}li.' to ascertain how many are co!v 
genital idiots, and how many are demented and insane. The rttu^ 
(of 1844), which forms the basis of our ralculaticm, makes the numbci 
of idiols larger than that of lunatics — male lunatics, 31>(>2 ; male idiots, 
i]97U : lutal, 7872. But this proportion appears to us so improbable, 
that as we have not at hand any means of rectifying it, we prefer 
leaving it as it and count the lunatics and idiots together. It is sesi 
that we haire calculated the proportion of male pauper lunatics and idioSi 
at 16 years and over» to the entire male population at that age ; but f 
would be more precise to calculate the number from the dtus wliici 
furnishes it. Now, the clati which peoples our asylums, hospitib 
workhouses, with what are termed pauper (that is, poor) lunatics, ii tht 
woifcing class, that class which depends for its daily subsistence os is 
daOy labor, and which has no other resource in sickness and adfos? 
Chan public charity. What proportion, then, does the male mdia^ 
population bear to the entire male population? The classificaooo a 
employments in the census of 1841 enables us to answer this qnestioo 
satisftclonly, and shows that the proportion of males noC enpioyed 
either in manual labor or some other species of active occupataoo, was \^ 
in 1000, or 10.6 per cent." (Porter, p. 65.) On subtracting this num- 
ber (10.6 per cent.) fmm 3, 530,300 (3,530,300—374,211) we hrve 
(in round numbers) 3,156,000 as the adult male working populatioDii 



* TMt ywimpfdbmd, uiipiMMdlhemoct complete bod j of evideuMMik^^ 
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1844. The number of adnlt pauper lunatics and idiots in Enj^land in 
1844 being 7770 and the nuuibcr of adult working men 3,156,000, it 
follows (ns 3,156,000: 7770 • : 1000: ^AiV) that 2.46 (say ^) of 
adult working men in lOOU are insane, or idiots. The cases of men- 
tal disonler in the Pentonville prison, between January 1, 1843, and 
June 30- 1?^50, were 42 out of 3050 prisoners, being 13.7 per 1000, 
or 5.6 (.3 3-5) greater than average ; at wiiich rate (were it general) we 
should have, in 1851, near U(X)n 50,000 male pun per lunatics in Eng- 
land alone ! It must be remembered that reiuunville excludes idiots 
and au'ii kiiowii to have been insane, being picked men in the prime 
of life (20 to 40). In Portland prison tlie number of causes of insanity 
has been five in 1450 prisoners, or 3.46 (say 3i) per 1000, being one 
per 1000 above the average. Id Millbank— 34 in i8>520 adults, or 1.8 
a 4-5) per 1000 ; nine b 9024 juveniles, or 4.4 (4 per lOOa 
Among the troops on home service, the cases of insanity are stated hj 
Dr. Balfour to be 0.73 (f ) per 1000 men. Dr. Winslowr left it to 
those who advocated the separate, silent or solitary system of prison di^ 
cipline, and who maintainea that they were innocuous in their efl^tsj 
both on the mind and the bodv, to explain the preceding rather startling 
and incontrovertible facts. He readily admitted that a large volume 
V f evidence existed in favor of the separate system of treatment. Men 
of great ability, of undoubted veracity, and considerable experience, had 
investigated this question, and had reported strongly in its favor. They 
argued, that, under proper regulation, it did not deteriorate the general 
ht^lh, or generate specific diseases. But Dr. Winslow observed, that 
the statbtical facts upon which the preceding calculation had been made 
were opposed to the general evidence adduced. There was undonbl- 
edlv more than one class of prisoners whom \v(* might a priori suppose 
would be seriously inflneiii < cl by the separate or cellular system of dis- 
cipline. There were many prisonei*s whose health of body and mind 
would, aliiic^t as a matter of course, snccunilj under the terrible ordeal to 
which they were exposed, .\gain. many crininKils entered the prison 
walls stronjrly i)redisj)osed to alieciions of the nnnd, being the children 
of criniinals — the ott'spring of parents who have had crime, in-anity 
and uliucy in tlieir families for many generations. Upon another class, 
the rigid prison discipline, the regularity of life, tlic absence from excite- 
ment, the good food, the constant eniploymt ut, and religious instniction, 
would have a tendency to calm, soothe and tranquillize the mind, and 
thus avert insanity. Altliougb he (Dr. Winsbw) was of opinion that 
the separate system was better than any other plan that bad been sug- 
gested or carried into opemtioo, he nevertheless conmdcr9d that it re- 
quired most carefiil and vigilant watching. He thought that some modi^ 
fieation might be introduced which would obviate Uie mischief both to 
the mind and body wluch the separate mode of prison discipline was 
supposed, and with good reason, to give origin to. 

(The discussion, by the membeis of the Society, which Ic^owed tb^ 
reading of Dr. Winsiow's paper, and which is reported in full in the 
Londcm Lancet, whence the above is taken^ is necessarily deferred to 
another number of the Journal.] 
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UOM(£OPATHY. 
TOomMOHtoMid te ite BnlM lltdkil iDd ftniteal S«mui,^<MtlMnd fNn W| 

So far, then, as homoeopathy may merelu serve to displace a poati^e as: 
greater evil, the nostrum madness, by the substitutioii of the lesser and 
negative evil of Hahnmamik halhteinaiion, we might ooosisteotlv 
it success. We go farther in our admissions, and avow our prewieott 
of its ministrations, to the prescriptions of the ignorant, iec1dess(rdb> 
honest allopathist. But these admissions are founded on the aaoD^ 
tion that homoeopathic agencies are a potiiwe nullity. The quoiia, 
therefore, recurs, hy what method shall the people airive at a afeen- 
dusbn, in settling the claims of the two opposing systems ; or, iiIIm-, 
in choosing between them ? It is ol vious that the masses can newb^ 
oome adepts in meifical science. They can neither appropriate lix 
time, nor command the fiicilities, indispensable for such an end. Ih-. 
it follow of necessity, therefore, that intelligence, discrimination, an: 
judgment, are to have no agency in the selection of a medical adriser; 
We wish, for instance, to construct an edifice that shall combine the 
greatest durability and strength and extent, with the smallest amount oi' 
material. Must we be masters of all srience that relates to the pro- 
perties of mattfT, hfforp we can ?nfi'1y choo'^e our arcliitect? Th* 
same nilr^; wIik li an- ;i jipropriale lor the iavestigaiion of questioner' 
fact, and wliich are applied with success in courts of law, and by people 
of common Intelliircnce, in the tjeneral economy of life, are eqajJIr 
available as guides, in the selection of our physician, or our architect. 
In the department of mechanics, innumerable instances are funiisbe<! 
of the plausibility of theories, and of the facilities by which seeraiflE 
facts and proofs are produced in abundance, of their truths ; and yei 
these theories have finally exploded, witli all the fancied glory, or fan- 
cied riches, of their projectors ! So, too, in the department of medkii; 
restless minds have ever been busy with schemes, rather tiian widi u 
ture ; and anxious rather to bend facts to hypothesis, than to follow tk 
rugged path of truth, and build hypothesis on the basb of facts. Tbe 
intelligent reader of the history of medicine cannot fail to perceife 
an essential or valuable principle, claiming, and long marotatmogtiS' 
cendancy, either in therapeutics or pathology, has seldom if ever beoi 
thmwn off at once, like a scintillation from the projector's mind ; bm 
has been a leghimale and slow, though sure growth and devdopaxtt, 
from well-observed, collated, and established facts. 

The character, circumstances, and probable and even possible modfts 
of the projector of a theory, though not of necessity proving or dis- 
proving its truth, should nevertheless modify the trust with wfaieb «t 
admit its claims. John Brown, unquestionably a man of genius, ' 
audKNT of Elements of Medicine," advanced and advocated a theoy. 
comprising, no doubt, some elements " of truth ; and which he pr^ 
bably believed himself. His system of medicine has long since beffl 
genn-nlly abandoned by its disciples and advocates, as untenable— «ii 
y{-t, tor a series of yrars, it numbered no inconsiderable portion of tli* 
piolessioD, both in ifkirope and America^ as its adherents. JBcown v» 
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notoriously a disappointed and bitter man ; and wrote his book in sheer 
revenge for fancied injury and neglect. No claim is here made to a 
knowledge of the personal h'lstory of Hahnemann ; but there is an under- 
cmient of bitterness and hostility, not merely agsunst the principles of 
medicine, but against the prolession itself, ninning through the pages of 
bis great work, hn vaunted Organon," which forcibly reminds us of 
firowtt, and which strongly indicates that he, too, bad the " root " in his 
heart. 

In rehition to the motke which might have prompted Hahnemann to 
promulgate the doctrine of inBuitesimalisro in therapeutics; if we may 

be allowed also to theorize," we might suggest, and almost believe a 
hypothesis, which might redound no less to Hahnemann's honor, than 
even the final triumph of " timUia simiUbm ctuwUur" Whether traces 
of bis opuiioos of the agency of that restorative principle, inherent in 
the animal economy^ and called " vis medicatrix natune," are to be 
ibund in his book, we need not stop to ascertain. It is unimportant to 
our proposed " theory.'' But on the assumptioa that he regarded this 
medicative principle of nature as comprising all the agency that can be 
brought to bear effectively against disease, has he not chosen a method 
well adapted to advance his purpose ; effectually to teach, to illustnite, 
and to eti force his doctrine. ? [jet us, also, assume that beot volence was 
the pioinpiiniT principle which guided him in his policy, and it would 
not be easy to disprove the wisdom of the plan, by which the practical 
efficiency of a true principle is secured to an unwilling world, through 
the medium of a false theory. From the days of Naaman ttie Syriiiii, 
to the times of Dr. Pusey, the world has been disposed to measure its 
confidence in means, by the amount of iniposing circumstance which 
accompany tiiem ; and whether they are comprised in the murderous 
apparatus which is to excoiiiiic and flay the patient within an inch of 
his life, or in the vauntings of infinitesimal elaboration, they all serve 
to commend the leech to the heart and to the confidence of the patient. 
The tinobtrudve efficacy of a principle, by the wisdom and mercy of 
God made innate and inherent with our physical nature, is not the 
'great thing'' they look ibr. If thb was Hahnemann's view of the 
natter^ he may have done wisely and beneficently in resorting to infini- 
iesimalism, wim the added placebo of simUa nmiUlm atrmiturf* as 
he surest method by which to restore to the worid the neglected and de* 
ipised therapeutic agencies comprised in the unerring medicative power 
)f nature itself. 

But though we award much to the restorative power of nature, for 
ts own occasions, we are not among the number who believe her always 
ompetent for her own necessities. Sbe may be unerring, but not unfail- 
ig. We still adhere to the great system of principles, claiming to be 
ruth, which, though still alloyed with much remaining error and ob- 
3urity, no less, perhaps, than other departments of science, has never- 
leless been gradually and surely developed, through a long succession 
f centnne?! : and by the labors of men of minds the most n;irtcd, of the 
ighest attainments in all science, and of acknowledged practical wis- 

om and beuevoience. Shall all this be abandoned at once, lor opinioos 
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that originated but yesterday, and certainly can yet claitii but small ac- 
cessions Ironi the ranks of thinking^ or scit'iuitic men; opinions iuvolvius: 
principles totally at vaiiance with, and utterly subvei-sive of all the con- 
clusions of a philosophy which homoeopathy itself cannot, and dar» not. 
gainsay ; and which lead to ao opposite conclusion, ia aQ analogous de- 
partments of science ? What are the eharacteristics of tlie of mem 
who are distinguished as its advocates ? May they not fairly claim fid- 
iowship with those who have gained unenviable notoriety by theorizing 
on perpetual motion, communism, the peifectibility of aamj and the 
thoosand-and-one hallucinations that, of necessity, are eidialin^ in rapid 
Succession, liom the common mass of active mud, in its transidoii state 
from comparative ignoianoe to knowled^ ; to a just appredation of the 
great truths, constituting natural law ? These truths or principles muii 
harmonize ; and the insuperahle objection to the doctrines of Hahne- 
mann, is, their utter disagraement with these principles. 

Happily for themselves, no less than £nr the profession, although the 
masses will never become adepts in abstruse science, nor deep tn the 
questions involved in the philosophy of medicine ; nevertheless, ihey 
fomish instances,, m abundance, of natural shrewdness, of unlettered 
good ricnsc, before which pedantic nonsense melts at once into its ele* 
mental moonshine. 

While we artect no respect for the ah^mdny and fahacy of honKeo- 
pathy, we would do justice m the worth and inteliigenct? of mnny who 
have !)('roiri<; its converts, either as dispensers or palienls. 'Powarfi? 
these we would ghully extend all personal ('oiiil<"^v. But with perversa; 
ignorance, or shallow conceit, tiie prowling; i ukals of homoBopailiy. or 
with the shrewd rascal wlio makes merciiandize of it, we ask no U'mi 
but tliose of mutual abhorrence. Fbo re kata. 



[Ws give place to the following Report by partjcolar request of the 
committee who drew it up-»who claim, and not without reason » that is 
this Journal was the memum of publisdting the report of the Massacba- 
setts Medical Society in regard to its homoeopathic members, so ii should 
also contain the reply fi i i those members, most of whom are constaoi 
readers of the Journal.— £d<] 

REPORT OF A COMSTITTEE OF THE MASS A(HIU8ETTS HOMCEOPA. 

TUIC MCDiCAL SOCIETY. 

fComnttiilralail Ibr the BoMon IMIeal nad amginl Jovnml.) 

At a meeting of the ^lassachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society, 
held April r^5th, 1851, the following report was received, adopteil, rvA 
ordered to published. Hiram L. Chase. Str\-. 

The vpry unusual course adopted hv tlio ( 'ounsellors oi ihe Massiachu' 
setts Mediciil Sorietv, in giving such premature publicity to ibt' report 
of their Cominiitec, with the resolutions prepared for tlie fuiure action 
of the bociety, indicates a determination on their part to avail thcxs- 
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selves of a long-souulit opportunity, of publicly denuuucing its homoBo- 
pathic tneinbors. Tlie proceedino^ seems to us to bo an attempt, uiider a 
specious sliow of argument, to coerce Uie medical profession by restraints, 
which are entirely at variance with a tridy scientific spirit of inquiry, 
and with the true pur^xise and objects of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society. Professing to devote themselves to the cause of truth by the 
investigation of (acts, they endeavor to limit the range of those facts to 
their own sphere of vision ; and by the agency and influence of their 
association to bring into disrepute all who are disposed to take a mora 
extended and liberal view of the resources of nature in the cure of disease, 
and to affix the stigma of quackery on such as may dara to reject the 
stereotyped dc^mas of the schools. 

The evidence of this is found m the garbled statement of Dr. Colby's 
reason for asking a dismission ; which was not so much the change in 
his medical opinions, as the refusal of professional btercourse, and gene- 
ral discourteous deportnnent of the members of the Society in his vi- 
cinity on account of tiiat change, Tlie case constitutes an individual 
grievance, and furnishes in itself no satisfactory reason for contrivmg a 
sununary mode of disposing of all similar cases by a standing rule, Sie 
O|>eration of which would declare a constructive falsehood, viz., that 
Keliows com in ii^ under this rnlf AXfrr* nf^'er members of the Society, or h;ul 
?>*'en expelled from it for some act ot fraud or contumacy ; and would 
ihus impose the penalty of indiscriminate disi;ract! upon a lartje and re- 
spertalt1<' ]wrtloa of its Fellows, sliould similar unkind treatment com- 
pel them t ) 1 '([iiest a dismissal. 

We discover no reason why the period has arrived when ihr So- 
ciety should decide and make known what position it intends to take in 
relation to homoeopathic practitioners,'* except the fact that the num- 
ber nf such ])nictitioners is steadily increasing, as well from the ranks 
of that Societv, as from the classes successively ffraduatinf? from the alio- 
pathic and hoiiiceopathic schools of medicine ; and that the homueo- 
pathic theory has indisputably attained to a rapidly increasing success, 
notwithstanding the present period is an inauspicious one for the suc- 
cess of any medical theory, that does not rest on a substantial basis ; 
and that one of the Committee nine years since vouchsafed his oracular 
prediction of its then speedy downlalL Hence the necessity of an effort 
to arrest the progress of its benign and transcendant trutlis by the whole 
conservative force of the Society, not in the form of arguments appeal- 
iog to the convictions, but of anathemas and resolves addressed to the 
inaral courage of its adherents. 

We grant the petition of the Committee, and rejoice with them that 
** at no time in the history of the world has the science of medicine 
been cultivated on principles so philosophic, as at the present " ; and we 
concede to them with pleasure, that " all the true vor uies of our profes- 
sion are earnestly seeking for truth alone ; accumulating facts by patient 
and toilsome observations of disease and its effcTts, and drawing con- 
clusions from them by the cautions process of inductive reasooiag:" 
Now we claim to be fellow-workei-s with them in this laudable cause, 
superadding, however, to those labors a ^< patient and toilsome obseri'a- 
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toil " of the minute and recondite effects of remedies on the heallhj, 
as well as the invalid, subject ; a field of observation, which has beea fan* 
erlo deplorably neglected by our allopathic brethren, but into winch ho* 
maeopatluc science has poured a 6ood of light, whose mfluoice aoj 
careful reader may trace in almost every allopathic production of the day. 

Allopathy U alreadv indebted to homceopathy, though in its inftncy, 
not only for much valuable knowledge of new properties and uses, as 
well as mischieyotts e^ts of old remedies, and a more aocomte mode 
of mvestigating them ; but for the mtroduction of many new and wdl- 
proyed articles to enrich their materia medicas. The Committee aaj, If 
we have not yet gained more control of disease than our pfedecesaoB 
had, we better understand the power of remedies ; we know more than 
was formerly known, when it is best to withhold them ahogetber, rely- 
ing on th^ powers of nature, and when they can be used advantageouslj 
hi aid of those powers." And again, " It w ould, perhaps, be doing 
injustice to homoeopathy if it was not admitted, that the proonilgaDaa 
ot its doctrines had, at least indirectly, been of some service to the 
cause of medical science. It may have taught us to place more confi- 
de ice in the curative powers of naiiire, and loss in medicinal agents, 
in t!if rnnnai^cinent of disease, thnn we have hitherto done." Thus thr 
*' indirect service," which they grudgingly acknowledge to have 
rived from liotiioBopathy, constitutes just all the improvement tbey pro- 
fess to have accomplished in medical science. 

The Committee felicitate themselves that in their school, which one 
of their wrilers iias termed the " bcantiful system," " all tlieories have 
been abandoned." and they have been employed in "drawing conclti- 
sions from facts by the cautious process of inductive reasonins^.** Ycl 
thus far they do not claim to have deduced any fixed principle ol ac- 
tion, or " L^ained more contiul of disease " ; and accord in<? to their own 
showing tlie beautiful system reduces itself to a mere chaos of discordaBt 
elements. They are scandalized, however, that Hahnemann by the same 
process of induction should have detluced finm well-ohsenred and wett- 
supported facts a simple yet comprehensiTe theory, prools of which Ub 
Ibllowers are still constantly deducing from simdar incontestible &ct5 
accumulating in their daily experience. 

On the other hand, we would express to our allopathic bretfarea oar 
conviction, that the cause of their (ailure in elwiting any grand law cf 
remedial action, from their (we douht not) most earnest and sincere 
search after truth, is, that all theories have not been eompktefy nbu> 
dooed, nor old prejudices thoroughly subverted ; that between the Imgep- 
ing claims of Stahl, Boerhaave and Hofiman, of Cullen and Brown— be> 
tween the humoral, chemical and mechanical pathologies, soiidism, aoin- 
ism, dynamism and vitalism, their minds are still fettered by a heteroge- 
neous eclecticism, embracing many of the errors of all the old soboob, 
with the consistency of none. And before induction can have lull soofie 
for its exercise, before facts can be fairly appreciated, these musty relics 
of by-gone doctrines must be swept away, the old pride of science must 
he humbled, and the conservative spiht brought to contemplate well- 
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ttlested ftcts, even though not strictly accordant with antiquated prin* 
ciplefl of medical philosophy and practice. 

It WIS upon these tenns, only, that homoeopathy was Touchsafed to 
the highly-gifted mind of Hahnemann, and has hem thus far transmitted 
to his Ibllowen. The apparent ahsurdity of the system weighed with 
us, we Ventura to say, as strongly, at first) as it now does with hs oppo- 
nents. There is nothing attractive in its firat announcement to the 
mind. And had not Hahnemann, like his followera at the present day, 
been driven by the unsatisfactory results and the dan^rers of allopathic 
medication to seek ibr some new and safe principle of practice, and to 
seek it from facts, homoeopathy, the only medical system which lias ever 
lesuhed from inductive reasoning, would not now have dbpensed its glo-> 
nous light upon the world. 

It is only by the lejectkm of this true spirit of induction, that our allo- 
pathic brethren are still groping amid the ruins of the old theories and 
doctrines, which t!^ey profess to have abandoned, and find no resting 
place. It is in tlic old spirit of pride and conservatism, that, entrenched 
hf hind chartered privileges and convpntional forms, they assail with gross 
I ni^H' presentations a system, of whicli it is but chariiN to assiitne that 
they know nothing^ ; and that hence they " have neiilier lime nor in- 
clination to discuss its doctrines.'* It is in this inflated spirit of dicta- 
tion, that they presume to say conclusively, tliat it is ** enough for them 
to believe it untrue and unsafe." It was in iliis spirit that one of their 
number,* in a public address, had the elfrontery to style as a *' German 
charlatan " the profoumli) h^anied and consc ientious Hahnemann, whom 
the "great and good Huleland, ' though nlways an allopathist, delighted 
to call his friend, and with whom through life he maintained a constant 
correspondence. 

We are charged by the Committee with declaring the commonly-re- 
ceived doctrines " oi allopathy unsound, and its practice unsafe ; as if 
such a deckratioQ were chargeable upon us only. We are coostramed 
here Co inquire, what are the commonly-received doctrines," to wluch 
tb^ allude ? We confess we know of no other, than a mass of uncon- 
nected, and mischievous dogmas, and think they might find it difficult to 
ooDvince any one of their own members of the soundness of every such 
commonly-received doctrine." And to prove their practice unsafe, we 
have only to quote, and that ahundantly, from their own authors, among 
whom it is an axwra, that the occasbnally fatal efiect of a remedy is no 
valki argument against its employment. 

If at such a peri6d as this the Committee cannot persuade them- 
leifes that the doctrines of homoeopathy can have any very extensive or 
pemianent influence," whence the necessity Ibr their labored rejport, 
their gratuitous condemnadon, and their offensive resolutions ? If the 
" commonly-rerei ved doctrine " of Rush, with the almost universal ac- 
ceptance of the Society, could not protract its influence beyond thirty 
years ; nnd if at tho expiration of that time, the e(]iml!y }>opulnr doc- 
trine oi Broussais, similarly sustained by the Society, could not survive 

* Sec Dr. Rcvnol<LiN aoouat discounte, May 26, 1911, and Uw VQM ofthiaki of iteSociBiy 
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balf of that period ; surely the Committee need not fear that tiie 
iiKBopatbic system, upon which the Society fimras, aod winch '^kfA 
cally wrong, restmg rather on gratuitous asaertioos, than weU-laiiMlal 
(acts/* can ever subvert the beautiful system." It is troe, that sinee 
its birth it has witnessed successively the rise, the triumph and final cat- 
tinction of both of these commonly-received doctrines." It has suuggid 
onward for nearly fifty years, against professioiial prejudice and firide^ 
agahist oppression and persecutbn, against invective and sarcasm, agdoa 
ridicule and contempt, through good report and ev'd report, until it has 
its numf^mus advocates in every civilized land, and in every class of so- 
cirty. We have no fears for its success. And we think it quite possi- 
ble that the Massachusetts Medical Society, as in its estimate d tix 
doctrines of Rush and Broussa's, may be compelled, at no veiy distiot 
day, again to doubt its own bDidiibility. 
It is therefore resolved, 

Isl. That the niemhers of the Massachusetts Homceopatbic Mecficil 
Society were not ro^riiizant of Dr. Colby's intention of applyini: for i 
dismission from the .Mii.s'5np}nisetls Medicnl So'^irrv : nnd thou^'h ihcf 
deem it perfectly exprdicnt nndn* his peculiar ruLUiit-iances, and sym- 
patliizi' with him in his |X)sitiun, they do not bold theiuseives respooa* 
ble for Ills individual conclusions. 

2d. That we protest against tb»^ prospective measure of stif^matiOT^ 
all sncli liomceopathic mem!»ors, as may hereafter be driven by in?uli ijf 
persecuiiuii to seek release from the Society. And we hereby deciars 
it to be a transcending of its chartered rights, and a viol iiion of ail 
cou vi iiLioiKil rules, to falsifv its rec.onls by strikini^ from ttie list of it 
Fellows the names of members, who have never otlcnded against its hvh 

3d. That the legislature of 1781, when incorporating the Massaohi- 
setts Medical Society, contemplated the establishment of a ^^im&d 
mstitution founded on liberal pmu iples for the encouragement and pn* 
motion of the knowledge of the animal economy, and of the propertiei 
and e^ts of medicines ; and not for the perpetuation of aoy tbei 
eenerall^-received doctrines/' nor the supptesrion of any new ad 
varaable discoveries for the aileviatbn of human miseiy. The dynamic 
dieory of Cullen vas then culminating amid the iast-expiring glones 
of the animism of Stahl, the eclecticism of Boeriiaave, and the raoooal- 
ism of Hoffmann ; and there was quite as good ground for its advocates 
to denounce tlie followers of Brown, who soon formed no cootefflptiUs 
body in the Society, as there now b for the contemplated peisecutioe 
of the disci ple«; of Hahnemann. 

" 4th. That while we feel a hish regard for the Massachusetts Medici 
Society, acknowledge the past efliciency of its labors in advancing im<d>' 
cal science, and are still ready to devote outselves to its honor and wt'l- 
fare, in every respect consistent with our experience and conviclioc? 
we do not acknowled<re the preten-ion of a majority of its member?, of 
any other clique, to dictate to us anv jiarticular mode of invesligaiinir tl»^' 
laws of the human system, or of adniini^terin:: to its diseases. Amitbii 
while in t!ie faithful dischar^^e of our duty in combatiri^; di-ease by ;ho><J 
agents, which we have found to be the most eilicieut, and coii^i*^' 
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tiousl)' believe to be the most safe a.ad expeditious, we shall not be de- 
terred by the threat of the Society, " to avoid giving us its sanction \a 
the slightest degree," We neither ask nor need its sanction to the doc- 
trines we have embraced ; but we do ask» and of right claim, the coiir* 
tesies due Co honest and diligent inquirers after the truth, and suggest to 
them as a reciprocal principle, in certis imitat, in duhOs Hheriat^in om- 
nihm dkaritas?' 

dth. That the proposed measure in their second resolution of ignoring 
the rank and merits of the Western College of Homoeopathic Medicine in 
Ohio, and of the Homoeopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania, is un- 
worthy of the intelligent e and self-respect of the Committee. The 
foimer is as amply provided with professors, and we believe of as great 
merit, as a large majority of the allopathb institutions of our country ; 
while the latter certainly exceeds in the number, aiul, bom perKmal ac- 
quaintance we can atte^^t, fully equals in the talents and attainments of 
its officere, any of which the Union can boast. Their legal foundations 
are the same, their courses of instruction as full, and their educational re- 
quirements for a dorrree as n;reat, as those in any allopathic institution ; 
and superadded to these is the laborious attainment of tii^^ principles and 
practice of homcBopathy. And we venture to predict, that tlie pupils 
from these institutions will eventually n fleet as much honor upon, as they 
can derive from, any allopathic school which may acknowledge their 
qualiOcations. 

6th. That we have scrupulously abstained from entering into any 
controversy, ^vllereby acrimonious feelings miglit be en;i,eiidered between 
us and our allcjpaihic brethren ; not because we feared for the strength 
or safety of our cause, but because it is in the spirit of conciliation that 
imth can be best discerned, aiid facts be most justly appreciated. That 
we are grieved to see names, which we have been accustomed to respect, 
appended to such an a^^ivssive document ; but we do feel a confidence, 
that when it shall be presented to the members of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, their sense of honor and justice will insure its prompt 
rejection. Respectfully submitted. 

Charles Wild, ^ 

David Osgood, > CommiUee, 

Samuel Gregg, ) 

THE BOSTON M£DIGAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON. MAY 7, 1851. 



EDITORIAL COaRESPONDENCE. 

Pa2ef<fntf.^Jerusalem has a rocky position on a side hill, facing the 
East, which allows the waste water to drain off readily ; but it is molly 
dependent on cisterns of rain water for its supply of this element. An 

^qtieduct enters under Mount Zion, carrying a copious supply to the mosque 
' t Onmr, which, tradition snys, i? the idontical stream that was intro- 
duced into the temple of Solomon, which occupied the very same site. I 
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examined the pool of Siloam; the bed of the brook Cedron, wbich it 
ways dry t eicept in % rain storm ; aod the mt enclosares called the Upper 
and Lower pools of Gihoo — the latter of which was filled, for the first 
time ia manjf years, while I was there. On the whole, it is evident that 
cieaDlinesf, la aocient as well as in modera times, could be rotilntained 
here, and that the eruptive diseases which are supposed to depend mainly 
on a nejrrlected state of the dermoid texture, were not remarkably freqaeni 
in former times. Jerusalem is rather a cleanly place for an Arab lowa, 
but this chiefly is due to its side-hill position. The streets are narrow, 
and some of them as full of nuisances as certain places in the city «f 
Rome. The houses are rather damp, beinp: all of stone, with perfectly flat 
roofe, laid on arches, or the apex of the arch rises into a small dome. AH 
the apartments are conseqaently small, owing to the necessity of keepio^ 
the arches within a diameter of not much over twenty feet, lest the weight 
of the arch should press out the walls which are the abutments that sus- 
tain the fabric. Poor ventilation is every where noticeable. In the rainy 
season the houses are cold and cheerless, and in the summer not much 
better, on account of the want of circulation of air. Although a small 
cily in exteiu, large tracts once withiu the municipality being now excio- 
dea, its population Is not equal Co the accommodations. A prodigioas con* 
eoarae of pil:,rrims, of erery tongue and nation, from the extreme nonhera 
borders of Russia, to the heated sands of Abyssinia, are perpetually com- 
ing and ^oing, which gives the streets the air of life and considerable ha* 
siness. But the most profitable employment is the manufacture of rosa- 
ries from olive wood grown on sacred ground, the makin;!^ of Tosses, and 
carving mother of pearl with representations of the crucifixion, the last 
supper, the transfiguration, &c. Within the yard, in front of the door of 
the churcli oi the Holy Sepulchre, Greeks, Copts, Armenians, and Roman 
Catholics, besides a host who speculate oo the credality of the pioas visii- 
ers of the chapels farther on, are squatted in rows on the pavemenlt with 
piles of those kinds of nick naclcs, in which a profitable trade ie driven. 
The next business which gives employment to the permanent residents ef 
Jerusalem, who have to make exertions for a livelihood, is selling provi- 
sioiis and dry goods. Several short streets are occupied as bazars. But by 
far the larjt^st part of all who are connected with religious institutions, are 
pensioners on the bounty of people in other * >untries. On the w li il-, I 
have come to the conclu^ioji that the chances for health and loiigeviiy are 
as favorable here« as in most Arabian settlements, and perhaps more so. 
Dr. Barclay, of Virginia, has just arrived, with a view of practising gmr 
tnitously among the poor. Dr. M'Oowan, an Bnglish gentleman conoeci* 
ed with the mission to the Jews, is an excellent practitioner, in geoeial 
esteem. There seems to be no surgery worth mentioning. If tumors aie 
to be excised, porhap"? they fall to the province of the barbers, as in Da- 
mascus. There they cut and slash away apparently at a fearful rate, bui 
without doing much harm. If a limb is fractured, why it gets along some- 
how, without surgical assistance beyond that which in such an emergency 
would suggest itself to any common mind. Where there are no operauve 
surgeons, there is no surgery, is a trite remark— -which is of a piece wUk 
the proverb, that '* lawyers make strife." Of these matters, however, my 
friends, Drs. Spaulding and Deforest, will give a full account, I trn ^t. 

Morals are certainly at low-water mark in every country where Mahom- 
medrtni^m is in the nscendant ; consequently in Pale'stine and throuq-hoal 
Syria, the sins most abhorrent and abominable are as common as the ia* 



Digitized by Google 



EdUoriai Carretpondenee, 



S88 



stincts of its followers are depraved and beastly. I have not a face to de- 
scribe all the facts presented to mo. It is belter ihnt the wickedness of 
these corrupt people, especially the Turk , "should rciiiuja unknown to all 
but travpllors. No hope or expectation should for a moment he indulged, 
that they are to be reached through the conscience or heart, unci uiut they 
are yet to became Christians, i wish it might be brought about; bat 
Christianity oSkn nothing acceptable to the depraved conquerors of Syria. 
The Canaanites were crushed on accoant of their idolatries, and the citiet 
of the plain destroyed by fire from heaven for the very abominations now 
as common here and notorious as possible ; and it is certain, that till the 
prejpnt inhabitants arc rooi»'d out of the Innd, and a new race of men in- 
troduced in their stead, the gospel will only be precious with a few, who 
can have little influence in changing the manners and customs of the 
whole. 

Ahhough the stupendous ruins of Baalbec have been explored, and, in 
short, all worth seeing, in Syria, has been seen, there are countries beyond 
eqaallv attractive. The day after my departure from Damascus, a cam* 
van of eight hundred camels was to start for Bagdad. My desire to im- 
prove an opportunity ao safo for going into Persia, was strong indeed ; but 
It would have been impo>'-ih!c to send so far as England, where my funds 
arc lotlr^'ed, in ^^en -on to ol iiiin the means of meeting the expense, and 
consequeiuiy the idea of pressing onward still further was reluctantly 
given up. It is my intention, hereafter, should life be spared, to extend 
these researches vastly beyond the countries already visited. 

Within two weeks from this date, should no untoward circumstance oc* 
cur, I expect to be on the borders of Turkey. When at CSonstantinople, a 
peep must be made at the Black Sea, and a steamer will then be taken for 
Athens. From thence it is my intention to sail for Trieste, and then pro- 
ceed to Vienna, Berlin, and by way of Ostend reach London as speedily 
as possible. 



Dr. Horner's Valedictory. — We have derived much pleasure from read- 
ing Professor W. E. Horner*s valedictory address (o the q^rnduating class 
of the University of Pennsylvania. It is in a style well calculated for a 
discourse on such an occasion, and what micfht have been expected from 
the learned doctor. There is much in it we should be pleased to lay before 
our readers, and particularly that portion having reference to the juniors in 
the profession ; but we have room only for the following extract. *< Indo- 
lence,*' says Dr. H., **in the early years of professional life, is by all means 
to be avoided ; a pre-occupation of the public attention by eeniors, and by 
men of acknowledged skill, will necessarily leave the young practitioner 
in obscurity, and without much reward. M inv mop are irrevocably dis- 
couraged by th« ir deep sense of these disadvantages, and as they cannot 
get an invnf d/'i/r reward, have not tlie force of character to labor for the 
emoluments vvhicii come in only after the expiration of ten or fifteen years.'* 



Umrfrsity of Marrjland. — ^The rinnual circular of the Medical Dcpart- 
rrir-rjt of the University of M;ir\ land, for the ses.^ion of lS«51-i2, has hrrn 
sent us. It is a well-written docuinent, ably and dearly >etting forth the 
true principles of a systematic medical education. We perfet^tly ngree 
with Dr. Roby, the author of this manifesto, as to the value of clinical 
study and instruction, and especially in regard to the manner in which H 
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should be laucrln in our medical schools. It is very true that the mere re- 
hearsal to a medical class, that "a child has bronchilis ; " ^hat this "gene- 
rally aj lies from congestion of the lungs," which is relieved by secreiioo, 
and being " preceded by meeslee there is probably inflammatory tctioii" 
and that having been treated with small doses of ipecacuanha, these are to 
be continued, with a diet of bread and milk, or cream and a little rice 
floor, the bowels to be kept open with a teaspoonful of castor oil, if oecn* 
sary," cannot be rec^ardcd a? the best way to impart practical clinicnf w 
struction ; yet it is not an uncoininon mcibod of tcarhing iu many hospital! 
and infirmaries. Clinical lecturers should certainly endeavor to make their 
sul>i<^cts as clear and comprehensive as possible to the student, who i» uis 
iniLialory studies has eiiou^^U tUc lo cotiiuae lum. * 



Wilson's Bi^rcctor. — "The Dissector; or, Prartlrnl nnd Surgical Am* 
tomy. By Erasmus Wilson, author of a system of ifluinan Anatomy, 
Edited by Paul B. Goddard, M.D. Philadelplii.i : Blanchard & Lea. pub- 
lishers, 1851." The reputaliun uf Erasmus Wilson as a thorough anaio- 
mist and a correct writer on the science of human anatomy, was foUj 
established from the first appearance of his Anatomist's Vade Hseao.* 
The Dissector, by the same author, has been considered one of the lot 
handbooks for the student of practical anatomy extant, and we really knof 
of none that we should prefer to it were its illustrations better executeil. 
The descriptive part is well arranged, and wo think the improvonieni' 
made by Dr. Goddard should commend it to the favorable consideration 
the Awerican medical student. It can be had of Xicknor £c Co., Bosioo. 



Cooper on Didocnfions and Fractures. — This is a new American edilioiii 
from the press of Blanchard & Lea, of that most excellent and practical 
treatise on dislocation.s and fra ^Liires of the joints, by Sir Aslley Cooper. 
We presume it ii$ unnecessary to do more than to announce a publicaiiw 
bearing his name, in order to have it sought for by the professioa. The 
high estimation in which this treatise is held by the profession in this 
country, may be inferred from the fact of its being pubhshed in full, afeff 
years since, by order of the Massachusetts Medical Society, for the use of 
lis fellows. Addiuonally interestinj^ is the present edition made, by ^ 
valuable notes of our distinguished townsman. Dr. John C. WarreD,ai}^ 
a brief memoir of Sir Astley's life, by the American editor. For «Jett 
Ticknor & Co.'s. 



Comparath-e hitellrrtnnl Standing of the Medical Profession" — Pre" 
Pcaslee's Introductory — The introdu'-iorv to the spring course of lecture? 
in the Medical Depari iK . r of Bowdoin College, Maine, by E. R. Peasl«> 
M.D., Professor of Anatomy and Surj^ery, has been received. It is veij 
ably written, indicating a mind richly cultivated, and one familiar witllln^ 
tory and ancient lore. Such addresses are well calculated to create a lof» 
for study, and otherwise stimulate the medical student in his onward cssi*' 

— - - 

Local TreatmeTit for Jjcart<2ef.-*Perhaps there is nothing more troubfe' 
some to young children, or which causes more sleepless nights to them, a! 
well as their parents, than the hitet of the little pin worm. The remedies 
to cure, kill, and expel these parasites, are as numerous as the days ini 
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year, but for the most part they are quite ineflectiml. In young femnle«', 
Ihe anno vaiice from the migraliug propensities oi ilicse worms, bccoiin s 
intolerablo, and oftentimes the cause of convulsions. In such cases, wc 
have found a strong decoction of the artemisia absynthiam, injected Into 
the rectum at night, and also the parts adjacent to lie bathed freely with 
the same decoction, an eflectual remedy, for one or two nights at least; 
and if followed up frequently, it will oftentynes entirely rid the child of 
all such troubles. 



Moral Insanity. — From \\m last report of Dr. Benedict, of the Slate 
Lunatic Asylum of New York, whicli was noticed a few weeks since in 
ihe Journal, we copy the following remarks on a species of insanity which 
deserves increased attention. 

" Of moral, or perhaps more correctly immoral insanity, nine cases have 
been under our care, two of whom have been admitted within the last 
year. These cases present the various forms of derangement, from the 
mere rascally little sinm r (two were lads) up to the most aggravated form 
of the genuine disease. We ha^e an idea that a remedy not much known 
to modern science, but in rescue in the days of Solomon, commenced early 
nnd faithfully persevered with, would have been eminently successful in 
preventing the development of the disease, or at least arrested its proi^^rcss 
before its full establishment. One of our patients is the exact counterpart, 
if not the identical fellow, seen by Mr. George Combe, in the Dublin 
Lunatic Asylum, who exhibits a total want of moral feeling and principle, 
yet possesses intelligence, ingenuity and plausibility. He has been a 
scourge to his family from childhood, was sent to the army to get rid of 
him, from which he was turned out as an incorrigible villain, always 
fighting and getting drunk, for which be was repeatedly flogged. By 
seclu^sion he becomes so savn;^e as to r<^nder the task of enterinjnf hi? room 
" ! I supplying his wants by no means enviable, and when at large ho 
olien assaults those around him. His chief enjoyments are eatine and 
fighting, and although he is con^iiautly endeavoring to " get out oi these 
barracks/' be seems to have no parttcukr object in view bat the more free 
indaJgence of these propensities. In all but this one case, moral treatment 
atone haa accomplished our object, but on him little moral influence can be 
exerted. By the aid of nauseating remedies, as ipecacuanha a nd antimonv, 
and purgatives, compound powder of jalap, senna and salts, &c.. frequently 
administered, we are enabled in some derj^ree to control hitn. Blisters and 
spfons to the back of his neck are now being tried. — Under this head we 
iMclude one case of pyromania, an inofTensive, inlcllii^eiit yourii::- nian who 
was arrested for firing buildings, and acquitted uu the pleu of insanity." 



Interesflng and Important Discovery. — We find in the Atlas, of this 
:ity, the following account of a discovery by one of otjr most ffiViin^Tui'-h- 
e l chemists and £rcolo|>ist8 : — " At a recent mcetin^i^ of the Natural Hie^tory 
Society of this city, Dr. Charles T. Jackson mentioned the discovery of 
i new ami valuable mineral, phosphate of lime, occurring in large quanti- 
ses irt Hurdsiown, near the line of the Morris canal, in New Jersey, and, 
nnce ita diacovery in thst phice, in even larger quantities at Grown Point, 
ff. Y.» OD Lake Champlain. For agricultural purposes, in manuring and 
!nrichtO|? lands, this snbstance is of great value, being essentially the s.ime 
la bone duat,the virtues of which are well known. The quantity in which 
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it is fonod in both these places, and the probability that it will be also foood 
in other localities, promise that an abundant supply will render it as cheap^ 

as it is valuable and important. Since the announcement of the discoreij 
of this mineral was maae, Dr. Jackson has demonstrated its value for other 

purposes, even more important. By a simple, easy and cheap process, he 
has discovered the means of separating the lime and other ingredients from 
thp phosphoric acid, and has thus extracted both this substance, as well xs 
phosphorus, from the rock. This is the first time, we believe, that phos- 
phorus has ever been obtained from mineral substances. Formerly this ar- 
ticle could only be procured by a slow, tedious, expensive, and disgusting ^ 
cess from animal substances. The discovery oi making it from bones wm 
an important one, facilitating its manufacture, and rendering the article 
much cheaper. This discovery led to others, among which was its use 
and value in printing and dyeing calicoes, Sec., to which it is now exieo- 
sively applied, an?] manufactured for that purpose. The discovery that ii 
can be made witii less expense, and in much greater quantities, from 
mineral foand in abundauv^-e, in at leatst two accessible localities, will [fi- 
bably lead lo auoilier great change in the mode of iti manufacture, &lu 
lessen the cost of the article. In this way both the farmer and the maoa> 
&cturer may derire important benefits from the discoverv of this valuable 
mineral, and the gentleman to whose scientific knowledge botb its disc»> 
very and its important applications are due, may again be regarded as a 
great public benefactor. The mineral from Hurdstown contains 92 4-10 
per cent, of pure phosphate of lime, and yields 46J per cent, of phosphoric 
acid, and 20 per cent, of plin^phonis. Besides its use in dvinir, rtud :hv 
maoufaclure of matches, phosphorus is also esteemed of value in iuedicme^ 



Awiit^ersary Meeting of the Massar hi setts Medical Society. — The an- 
nual meeting of the Stale Medical Socioly takes place this year at Wor- 
cester, instead of HdsIoh as heretofore, it will he held on the fast Wed- 
nesday of ihe present month, we presume at 10 o'clock A. IVI., and it i* 
probable that, as formerly, the Address, which is lo he by Dr. Storer of 
this city, will be delivered at I o'clock P. M* This notice is unofficial, 
but we have taken the liberty to publish it for the benefit of our readers, 
some of whom are known to have been absent from the anniversary for 
the last two years solely on account of not being notified of the day of 
meetinc^. As previously mentioned in the Journal, arrangements bate 
been made with the Worcester Railroad Company to convey ^n^^Tnll<=•^s from 
Boston at a reduced rate — $1.15 to lto and relurn^ — provided li »0 or more 
tickets arc taken. There is little doubt that ihe re(|nisiie nuiiibt- r will >i<:- 
uify their inlention to go. The regular trains will leave this city ai 7^ 
and also at 8 o'clock in tbe morning. Should an express traia be neces- 
sary, probably it will leave at the last itamed hour, and tickets will be good 
in tluU train only. If the regular trains are sufficient, members may avail 
themselves of any of them, on Tuesday or Wednesday to go, and oa 
Wednesday or Thursday to return. 



American Medieal Auoeiation.^'We exceedingly regret that circfiiDstsB* 
ces should have occurred, to prevent us from attending the CoDvaotionef 

the American Medical Association at Charleston, S. C, which comaiaieed 
its session yesterday. Alihou^jh we had anticipated much pleasure in 
meetiog our professional fcieuds Iroia all parts of tbe Uoioa, and joinia^ 
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wich them in the good work which thie Aseocietioii has began, we aie 
somewhat reconciled in remaining at home* hy knowing that otbeit from 
this Mction have gone, who will more ably represent the inteiest of the 

profession in the«?e parts. Deleg'ates frnm Boston who are in attend- 
ance, so far as we h ive been able to learn, are Drs. J. C. Warren, George 
Hayward, Z. B. Adams, D. H. Storer, Samuel Farkman, and G. U. Gay. 



An unjust Verdict and Sentence. — The head surgeon of a French luna- 
tic asyhuQ has bf* n condenmnefl to lo days imprisonment for " causin|T the 
death of a paueiu by laudutiuii) in a lavement." He was coiidemned upou 
the evklence of two aetertnar^ surgeons, which was counter to the evi* 
deaee of fife of the most celebiated physicians in France* 



Medical MiteeUanjf* — ^The degree of Doctor in Medicine was conferred 
on 60 gentlemen who had passed the proper examination at the last com* 
mencement of the Cleveland (Ohio) Medical College. — Dr. Peirson, of 
Salem, was, we understand, badly injured recently by falling from the cars 

of the Eastern Railroad, at the nepot — M- niion is made in the papers of 
a iady in Madison, Ind., latelv ( nvjo hinf^^ up a large horse-Hv from ihe wind- 
pipe, u h u h was probably lodged there last summer, though in what man- 
ner is not known. She immediately obtained relief from a most distress- 
ing couffh and other painful and threatening symptoms. — Dr. £. Morey, of 
Hatfield, N. Yn came to a terrible death, having been thrown from the 
seat of hia gig, caoght by the foot in a bingular manner, and thus dragged 
feven miles by his runaway horse ovt r a very rough road. — ^The State of 
Penneylvaoia has appropriated .?32,000 for toe completion of a geological 
survey of the State. — The London correspondent of the Natiotinl Intelli- 
iTf^ncer t^nys that, by a well ;ii raiiQ;e(i plan, the census of the population, 
6cc., of Great Britain was taken by returns mode to the proper authorities 
on the 1st instant — (he whole biisiness being done in that single day I — An 
extraordinary mortality from hooping cough formerly was common in the 
South Sea Islands. Its intensity has, however, been materially modified 
by vaccination, which was also the case in South America.-<-Francis C. 
Nogele, the celebrated obstetrician, lately died at Heidelberir, in the 72d 
year of his age. — Chloroform has been administered in 9000 cases at St. 
Bartholomew's flospilal, without o?te unpleasant occurrence tal'in<:^ plnce 
fVom its use.- — All doubt is removed as to the openini]: of ihn Great Exhi- 
tij'ion in London on the day originally named, the tirsl of May. — An act 
iut the registration of hirths, marriages and deaths, has been passed by the 
Legislature of Pennsylvania. 



Di«n,— At Slooghion, 30th ult., CTbaflM F. Wymnn, M.D. — In Npw York, of diseaw of the 
ir.irt, !)r A. D Gordon, aged 38 years, — At Wasliirifi^lon, 1>. C, Or f'(inrlr«! R Hamillon, ared 
M>, knmcriy Stitgeoa ia the U. S. Navy. — In Michigan, March 17, l>r. Liuus Elevens, aged 86, 
bnaarij or CoaiMclieat. 



Dealhi in Bnslon — for the week eiidine Saturday noon. May 3d, 76. — Males, 30— femaleii, 46. 
\rcidcfital, 2 — inflammation of bowel*, 2— disicase of brain. 2— congestion of brain, I— consump- 
ioi), J 5— convulsions, 4 — croup, 2— diarrhoea, 1—droMy of the brain, 4— drowned, I— *rysip«la8» 
^— «xhaustion, 1 — fracture of akulK l^/pbua fever, 4— long fever, 4-^raiQ fover, 1— ^gaslntit, 1 
-hoopinflr cough, 1 dbeM> of aetri, 3«-wlmnpenBet, iMniha^ 4-^afltimnMioat I— la* 
lammatino of lungs, 3— eo^fiMioa of hngi, I m e rnmui , I i Be Mk>i » 4 '^rfdagp, 5 pMtpt 
al« I— emailpox, S. 

Under B vears, f7— between 9 end 20 yean. 10— hetween 10 fetra, 18— iMtwMii 40 mA 

0 vrar<{. 10 — o%(>r GO yean, Amenrans. ?>} ; f^^rrT^neisaadcluldraaof iMt^pMnt4Sk 
The above iaclades 14 deaths at the City lostiiutious. 
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Legitimaie Pruitt of Panatieism. — NL\9B Martineau, whose aidrocacy of 
homcBOpathy, mesmerism, and other kindred follies, has long been 50 no! - 
rioos, now appears as the champion of the j^rossest and most undi?cuise<i 
mRlerialism. In a late publication stvlod Lr-ttor? on the Lmw- of Man'^ 
Nature iind Developinciit, by Henry George Atkinson, F. (J. b., an l H 
riet Manirieau," iho lady'c; adoption of all the worn-out trash of ntli' iMn 
iimnully aiuiounced, as it lo show the world how far liio exireuiei* ol iab- 
delity and credulity are compatible. An enthusiastic believer in hailMSOpi- 
thy apd the roost ridiculous excesses of mesmerism, she entirely rejects the 
notion of a Great First Cause, a Proridential Guidance, and, in short, of a 
spiritual life, and of all human responsibility and accountability. This is 
another proof, as has been well observed, that " the feebleness of mind 
which leads to the rrj'^ction of great truths, is procisoly that which teadi 
to the reception of aa great errors." — Medical Examiner. 



Prof. Ware's Introductory Lecture. — Dr. Ware's Lecture at the Ma^sa* 
chn??etts Medical Collcpfc, last autumn, which was published in this Jour- 
nal and afterwards is^^ued in a parnpiilet, lias been very favorably iioticed 
in our exchanges, and copious extracts made from it. The folio wiDg pithy 
notice is from the American Journal of Dental Science. 

This is admirable. If it did not savor of presumption, we would sty 
Dr. Ware is a man after our own heart. His views are oor Tiews : they 
ha? e always been our views ; but we were beginning to fear that we wew 
alone in our thinking. Suddenly and unexpectedly we open an unpre- 
tending pamphlet, and there stand out our own thoughts, gracefully adorned, 
strons", robust, majestic. There they are — what we have often thought, 
but noVr so wf^ll expre«sf»d ; and rii^ht glad we are to see them, 

•"//* is too nffen overlooked that thr final purpose of all medtroj study u 
practice.' Verily it is. ** A 7na?i may know a cast deal of the profeuton^ 
and yet be a very poor practitioner " Yes, indeed, he may know a great 
deal of what is supposed to be science, and somewhat too of real know- 
ledge, and very little about sick people— and as long as the microacope 
receives more attention than the lancet, the evil will i n rease upon us. 

There is < a distinction between a pathological and a tktrapeuiical ditgr 
nn^is.' A distinction ! ycf, a distinction so wide as to create an cn!:re 
diiference. The one is mainly a matter of curiosity; thp other, a matter 
of life and death. Tho one can be taught by professors who never had 
practice, and never knew how to practise; the other, by men who can cur? 
disease. But the evil day is upon us. Woe to us that we dwell id Me- 
ahech! Cry out, Dr. Ware, and spare not! There is need, of meaof 
common sense and uncommon nerre about this time.** 



Alleged Mitulaughter by procuring Abortion. — Dr. William Clark, 
Botanic Physician of Boston, was last week brought before the Police 
Court, on a charge of manslaughter, by procuring abortion. The subject 
was Mrs. Rosanna Lt avitt. Coroner ratt held an inquest on her body Cot 
two or three days. The result was the arrest of Dr. Clark. Dr. C. waa 
called to visit Mrs. Laaviit, on Friday, the 25lh uU., at which time it ts 
alleged he commenced the treatment which pnded in her death on Monday 
followinj^:. It is said that her body exhibits signs of great violence. Th^ 
examination w is postponed till the 14lh of May. He was put under i^SOuu 
boiidb, aijcl tibiained bail. 
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B1T£S OF RATTLE AND OTHER POISONOUS SNAKES TREATED IN 

VENEZUELA. 

IT 1. LAOOXBly lf.D., POftT AND BSAITH PHTSlOtAN AND BUROIOM, P9BRT0 CABKtXO» 
[CoBunimleated for the Botton Medteftl and dnrglcal Jotini*!.'— Continued frnm page 119. | 

It is well known that this part oi Souiii America aljomuls with various 
poisonous reptile?, such as the rattle-snake, and the other species called 
coraK tiirer, niapanare, he. he, Tliore is, perhaps, not a spot of this 
country where some of these horrid animals are not to be Ibund, ex- 
posing the life of the traveller as well as that of the laborer. Even in 
private dwellings in the cities, those who possess gardens standing near 
springs or rivers, are often visited by this South American scourge. 

Thirteen yeai:>' residence in this region of tlie world, has brought to 
my knowledge a great many cases of bites of these reptiles, and some 
of them came under my immediate attendance. I hare also studied 
the eliects of many remedies employed by the natives, and have had 
more than one opportunity to ascertain their very slight efficacy in cases 
of such bites over an arterial branch or trunk of any size^ where the 
poisonous fluid of the snake VfBS quickly absorbed, causing a dissolution 
)f the blood and death. When the bites are distant from large blood- 
vessels, a ligature above> the application of the actual cautery, some wet 
obacco leaf or pounded guaco over the wound, and iotemally some 
ime juice, pure, or mixed with sweet oil, some guaco juice, brandy or spirit 
)f any class, have often prevented any fiirther bad results, and even \nth- 
Kit affecting the system in any way. 

It is a general belief amongst the natives, that the use of the concen* 
rated juice of the dark violet-colored guaco on certain regbns of the 
>ody and limbs, scarifying the parts, and applying on them the said 
lice for absorption, at the same time that large doses are given for a 
umber of days inwardly, are sure means of securing life against the 
itt's of ^1 Hikes. Tliis foolish operation is gmorally practised by Indians, 
T< r)!rs. or IVeL,froes, but often men of educaliou and science submit to 
, ueiievuig in its real value. I have known many of such inoculators 
id inoculated, who have lost tlieir lives by boldly catching and playing 
'ith snakes of liie worst kinds, helievinf^ they would never be bitten. 
1 fact, those inoculated in the said manner will never fear nor run from 
snake ; they boldly attack and catch ii wiiii their hands, and secure it. 

15 
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Their moral activity is raised by the belief of invulnerability, and the 
snake, frightened by the bold attack and grasp of the man, is easily se- 
cured and disconcerted In such a way as to make no defence. Thr^. in 
my opinion, is the real value of the inoculation of the uuaco juice. 
But, as I said before, I have known many of the inoculated who have 
fallen victims to their faith, some hours or days after they had caught a 
snake, when attenipiing again to lav their hands on it. Am€)n;^5t 
these victims I can mention a well-kurnvii and rich |>!anter of Caracas, 
Mr. Ugarte, who, playing confidently, in presence of sofue viM(m<^ friends, 
with a rattle-snake he had had in his possession for sonie time, and 
which he twisted round his neck after havinf^ drank a large tumblerfd 
of the concentrated juice ul ihc (l;uk-\iolet <j,uaco, which he always die 
on such occasions, was bitten at that moment on the upper lip and tiied 
two hours after, in spite of an enormous use of guaco. A slave of Mr. 
Domingo Tovar, of Caracas, also had full coofidence b his inocuhuioo, 
and whilst playing with one of the species of snakes called ** tiger," 
against the will of his master who had warned him of the danger, w« 
bitten and died in about two hours, although a large quantity of guaco 
was applied to him in the usual way. I could record many similar in* 
stances had 1 sufficient space in your valued Joareal, but the two roeo- 
tioned, known and recollected by every inhabitant of Caracas, will fas 
sufficient to cause one to doubt the efkrX of the guaco on the bumao 
system, as a certain antidote against bites of poisonous snakes. Tbe 
guaco is the M ikania guaco " of Humboldt and Bomplaod» of wfaicb 
there are two species (the dark-violet colored ** ; and tbe pale-gieea 
colored, called the " white guaco and its action on the system ii 
sudorific and tonic ; but less tonb, I am certain^ than the Peroviaa baifc, 
or its extractions. 

We have many other plants here, and amonf^st them, and standing 
next to the guaco, the " raiz de la<^artija (the Vmvd rnot), t^enerallr 
considered as eflicacious in bites of snakt^s. From my cxperit'nee, how- 
ever, 1 consider them as mere auxiliaries, and would never depend upon 
them in a serious case, no more than 1 would on the guaco. 

Another *-()i t of treatment is employed a i^niinst the bites of snakes, by a 
species of cjuacks or juL;glei*s in the interior of the country and amongst the 
natives. It consists in an oration or prayer directed to St. Paul, in w hos*" 
curative effect the bitten person must have the grenlt-st faith and conii- 
dence. Hence, as sfK)n as an imiiviilual is bitten, the juggler is sent 
for ; he conies, w ilh his vegetable remedies, applying them iiuenjiil}' 
and externally ; the printed oration is placed on the patient's breast; 
the picture of tlie saiot is placed on the table, with one or more ligbted 
candies b front of the patient, every one of the assistants kneeling down : 
tbe said oration or prayer b then read by the juggler, the assistanis re- 
peating the verses, till the patient dies or gets well. If be gets well, tbe 
saint is supposed to have listened to his petition ; but if not, and aR 
having been done, he is considered to have commited some great sins aad 
the samt would not assist him ! 

Now I have said already, that in cases where the bite was distant fiost 
a large vessel, or when only a very slight quantity of the poisoMai 
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(liiid liad been introduced and absorbed, of course the cure could be 
easily obtained, even with some brandy and water. It is to be consider- 
ed, ul?o, that the strong faith of the natives in the effect of tlie oralioji 
referred to, might produ(!e a j)ov\erful re-action on the nervous centres 
of the patient, at the arrival of the juggler ; and this alone, I think, 
would be sufficient to help nature to expel the poi-^onous virus in many 
i/jslances, as it is a physiological rule that our system alone will always 
attempt to pi^rlunii that act against noxious agents, which is success- 
fully obtained when the comparative powers are in relative equilibrium 
or strength. Thus, although practised blindly, the successful applica- 
tion of Saint Paul's oration for the cure of bites of poisonous snakes 
might be explained on philosophical princi^les^the exciting of the 
nionil power, and its stimulating and tonic action on the whole system. 

The general symptoms manifested after a serious bite of a poisonous 
snake in this country, are the following : ^-General uneasiness and ap- 
prehension ; the idea of sure death, difficult to eradicate fiom the pk* 
tient*s mind ; the iiice veiy pallid ; stuporous appeanuice of the si^t ; 
eyes sunk in the orbits, and a dark*biown areola around them ; the whole 
body covered with a viscous perspiration ; nausea and vomiting ; the 
conjunctivae sometimes injected, and the pupils dilated ; the pulse 
either filiform, quick and weak, or much under the natural pulsationt, 
large and disappearing on pressure ; dyspnoea from the beginning, and 
fncneasing gradually ; faintness and sighing ; the tongue of a dark-red 
color, sometimes livid, slimy, discobred, or black when the eKudation of 
dissolved blood begins from the surfaces of the mucous membrane ; the 
breath and exhalation of the body, of the smell of approaching decom- 
position ; surdity and cecity, although consciousness still remains ; lastly, 
coldness of the extremities and death ! These symptotns, as I have 
said, are the general ones; many of them existing at the same time, 
md others followinf.'; them gradually. By close nttention, 1 found them 
very similar to those arisinL': from adynamic or |uui id fevers. In most 
•ases vvliere the poison ]i;is acted strongly, the biood becomes carbon- 
7.ed, and exudates, slioi ily after the bite, li-om all the openings of the 
/nicons membrane, siiowing thus its dissolution. Often when the pulse 
iiainiaiiis itself at 80 to 100, and the other synijUums are not extreme, 
he exudation or passive hemorrhage will continue for days, the patient 
ecovcring finally. Proceeding with my own views of the nature of the 
ction of the poisonous fluid of snakes, on the human system — I think 
: acts more particularly on the albuminous portkui of the blood, dis- 
olving it almost instantly when the bite is over a large bloodvessel^ 
/here absorption may be quicker and greater. 
I have heard of many antidotes for bites of snakes, and lately heard of 
new one, viz., iodine. I cannot say that there are none good ; but 
ly object is simply to publish my convictions and experiments respect- 
)g those used in this cotmtry, and make tliem known, with a desire 
f° being useful. The result of the treatment I have most confidence 
I, is based on this rule : prevent, if in time ; arrest or check the dissolu- 
on of the blood, if already commenced, and which is the result of ab- 
MptioD of the poisonous fluid| particularly dissolving its albuminous pop> 
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tion. Tims any remedy that can with aay certainty produce the effect 
of quickly opposing Ibe difisoluCioii of the blood, wiil, I beliefe, cor 
the patient. Meicuiy, wheo judiciou^y applied, has the efl^t of in* 
creasing and thickening the alburainous portioa of the blood very quickly, 
producing a favorable re-action against the morbid state, paitScolaih b 
C8KS of snake bites, when associated with some powerfid tonic* u k 
&e remedy I have found the most active and efficacious m aU sndk 
cases I have treated m this country. The manner in which 1 use it hs 
been described in a former communication to this Journal (page 120). 
In some cases opium has been added to the powders or pills ; but i 
think it is better to spare its use, and to avoid narcotization, as it is in* 
(tortant to keep the patient excited and awake to facilitate re-adMai 
Common drink— cold water, or any aromatic infusion, not in cootndio* 
tkm with the roedk^ines. Nourishment, if indicated or possible— od* 
mtel gruel, arrowroot, or bread and tea, &c. 

I rememher attending, some years ago, in Caracas, the cousin anil 
ov'erseer of Dr. Carlos Arvelo, an eminent and well-known physician, 
rfnd at the doctor's own liouse, for the bite of ti larijf* nnrl very poisoticxis 
snake called niapanare.'* The? bite w ;i> aver tlic pedal artery : ik 
case was a very severe one, with complete dissolution of the blcod. 
Some l)itfs of leeches which had been applied to him a month pnni w 
lb tile accident, for an affection of the blomach, opened suddenly. bkv> 
ihg profusely ; and 1 was obliged to cauterize every one of them wf'i» 
lunar caustic, intiuiinc-ing a smaW ball of lint in each hole with a priib*, 
and placing some adhesive plaster over them. The patient recoveredai 
last, under the very active and combined treatment above alluded ta 
The dose ot calomel given every hour during three days, with very few 
exceptions, was eight grains, with ten of quinine, and some musk anc 
camphor. Almost every grave symptom, indicated as general in suci 
Cases, presented itself; but I firmly persisted against advice in tlie stated 
treatment, and the patient was saved. Two years ago the pate 
passed through thb city, with Dr. Arvelo's eldest son, now a physidai 
also of Caracas, and culed on me, saying he could not do less thanrenev 
bb thanks for my past assistance. I examined the spot where he bid 
been bitten by the snake. It still retained a livid appearance or daifc* 
M color of two inches square, although perfectly healed, the individul 
stating he felt now and then a dull pain in the foot. 

I could refer fo many other cases treated successfully on the same 
principles and with the same remedies ; but it would occupy too mock 
space to do so. 
Fucrto CaHMoy March 16^, 1651. 



ON THe PRACTICAL USES OF COD-LIVER OIL. 
(CMnnaiilettad for the Boatoa N<NHeal and Smffcal JonnMri.] 

Thkiie is reason to helieve that the uses ol medicines ai>' loo niQcfi 
govt I lied hy the influence of popular excitement ; and iii^Lead of tiK> 
roughly testing their intrinsic merits, as tlierapeuiic agents, aud retaimizg 
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tbmt if valuable, for peiroaneDt resouieesi we too frequentlj throw them 
aside (ot others that the tide of mnovation has brought forward. Ex- 
cepting a few well-koowa remedies, such as mercuiy, opium and anti- 
noDy, which have been retained more on account of conservative pre^ 
judice than discriminating experience, this is a fact that cannot be ' 
denied ; and to this, is owing the history of thousands of medicinal 
ag^ts, which one day had their votaries, and now only serve to swell 
our materia medtca into a ponderous and unwieldy tome. This has beea 
the fate of medicines whose virtues were once demonstrated to be worthy 
the pral^^e they then obtained. Instance the far-famed naphtha, which, 
but a few years since, was considered by the first practitioners almost U 
specific for phthisis pulmonalis, but is now nearly abandoned. 

Shall this be the fate of rod-ltrrr oiL now so extensively used as a 
remedy for scrofula and incipient puhnonary consumption ? We have 
erery reason to fear that it will be, liecause its great use was prema* 
lurely occasioned by popular excitenieut. 

Jn no part of my professional experience, have 1 been more amused 
by the caprice of custom, than in introducing^ this article. Some three 
years since, being anxious to test its virtues iu several cases, wliere all 
oiher reliable medicines had failed to benefit, 1 recommended a trial of iL 
At that time it but little known ; or, at any rale, it had not got into 
jKj|)ular use : aiul uliluiui;li tlie tiaitering hope of patients under the pe- 
culiar exciting malady ol consumption, is generally sufficient to induce 
a resort to anything new, the very name of Jish oil was sufficient to ex- 
cite a disgust against it, tliat I could not overcome m any other way 
than by reading to them several detailed reports of its won^terlbl cures, 
in Bratthwaite's Retrospect, and other journals of the day. 

But I commenced this article with the intentbn of giving the his^ 
ory of a few well-roarked cases, showing the certain and happy results 
>f tlie oil in my own practice. 
Abijah Gleason, aged 50, of West Millbury ; occupation for several 
has been that of grinding blaek lead. Temperament, equally of 
he nervous, sanguine and bilious, which has enabled him to sustain an 
;iiM>iial fortitude of mind. I was called to see him July 26, 1648, 
lurli difficulty of respiration. He had been able to lie down but very 
itUe for three nights, owing to increased difficulty of respiration in the 
eourabent posture — a sharp catching pain in the anterior and lateral por- 
ion of right chest. Suddenly taken the night previous, raising, very 
ipidly, a large quantity of pure pus from the lun<;s, attended con- 
taiitly with niueh soreness of tlie chest. Fulse 90, small. Appetite 
mil! and disturbed. Some cavernous cough, but not harassing ; hectic, 
Ueiided \\ ith colliquative ni^bt sweats, and alternate chills and febrile 
xcitenu nt. }^ renssion emits some dulness over inferior and lateral 
ortioii of rij;ht lung — dulness continuing from the lower third, so con- 
t^ted with the diaphragm and the situation of the upper portion of 
le nirbt lobe of the liver, that it was diflicult to tell how much of the 
ulnes^ was occasioned by an enlargement or morbid position of the lat- 
T ; as tenderness as well as enlargement, together with morbid secretion, 
as discovered in the liver. Au^cuiution discovered evident pecto* 
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Hloquy ; humid rhonehos and amphoric respiratioD at the summit of dia 
light lung. A large cavity existed in this region— mucous or ciepiianf 
rales ei^ently indicating pulmonary fistula. Left lung resonant and 
healthy. 

Tatient sajrs that he has had an abscess hreak as often as once a 
month for three jears, and discharge to the amount of half a pint, or 
inore,in a short tune, and to continue a moderate expectoration mm two 
or three days to a week in succession. If less frequently than once a 
month, die greater the shock and piostratbn produced upon the health 
and strength, and the more profuse the quantity discharged ; and tbe 
more frequent these eniptk>ns (and it is nothing unusual for them to re- 
turn in much less than a month), the smaller the quantity expectorated, 
and the system more readily rallies from the effects. Mucii soreness, 
and a sense of distress or oppression, are alw ays felt for two or three 
days before these discliarges take pinro, so that he can always calcu- 
late on their appearance with con'^^idcrahle certainty. At times the 
prostration produced has been sufficient to confine him to the house for a 
week or two — at other times, especially if the weather is favorable, 
may be able to take gentle exercise at once out of doors. Bfiween 
these periods he is frecjuontly able to walk a mile or more, witlioiil any 
great fatigue, and can ride several miles in an easy carrint^e \viihi>u! 
beins uncomfortablv affected. He had tried almost every svstem of 
treatment, from botanic or Thomsonian, down through every varietv of 
nostrum that has been recommended or used for similar compKiints, but 
without any permanent benefit, and probably with much injur t^. 

At this time 1 considered the case incurable. The ulceration haJ 
been of so long standing, and the caverns in the lung were so large, a 
seemed but quackery to promise more than palliative r^ief. There 
being much tightness or stricture of the bronchi, and oppression, ibr the 
want of free expectoration to unload the lungs of the purulent accumu- 
lation ; to fulfil this indicatbn, and to stimulate the diseased surfiuces to 
a healthy granulation, I adminbtered, combined in suitable proportkm, 
syrup lobelia, naphtha and morphia. To correct a foetid breath and 
loaded tongue, which I supposed proceeded from deranged secreciaBs 
of the liver, in a measure, I gave occasionally a mild alterative— and 
likewise advised the liberal use of London porter. This treatment bad 
a very beneficial effect for the time ; he gradually rerovored from the 
soreness and oppressed state of respiration, his strength rallied, ao thai 
he got out to his usual exercises, and attended to his business. Bm 
still, during the winter following, these paroxysms continued to (sceor 
with more and more severity, so that he became much reduced, and 
was confined for most part of the time to the house and to his room. 
At this time his life was despaired of both by himself and friends, and 
he made every arrangement in his business to meet soon the fatal iisue. 
All treatment, thus far, seemed to be but of temporary benefit, \\ h\\? 
the ulceration appeared rapidly to be gaining ground. More with i: r 
CJceeping up the hope of my patient, than the expectation of a-^' 
3sult, I advised a thoroufjh trial of cod-liver oil. He coin- 
out tlie first of May, 1849, in doses of a tabiespoonful xhm 
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timrs daily, goneraliy on empty stomach, In porter. A month had 
not elapsed beforP! a marked chnnire had t ikt ii ))lact^ !)ilh in liis ^^ciK^ral 
health and the feeling of the liuif^s ; the soreness (gradually subsided, 
his couLjh disappeared, his respiration became easy and natural, and in a 
hide time all expectoration of purulent matter ceased, together with the 
periodical cnijitions. The hectic and night sweats abated, sleep became 
nariiral and refreshing ; the appetite returned, with a healthy state of di- 
gestion ; the muscles actjuired fulness, with n i^ewed tone and activity ; 
:ind, in fact, the w hole system, under the continiied use of the oil, seemed 
10 be regaining its wonted slate of health. And now, after a period of 
nearly two years, there has not been an eruption or any apj>earance of 
a renewed abscess, and all purulent expectorations have long since sub- 
lided. He told me personally the last fall that he felt perfectly well ; 
be had no trouble from bis lun^^s, he felt m better health and stronn^er 
than he had done for years. He had worked steadily every day, and 
bad, during the haying season, kept up with other good mowers, and 
done his day's work as easily as any laborer. 

The beneficial results in tliis case must be attributed alone to the oil, as 
no other medicbe was made use of from the time of its commencement. 
He has informed me, since discontinuing the oU, that he took some 
twetv (> bottles in all, holding a pint each. The questbn may justly 
ari^e in this case, whether the abscesses that formed so often and dis* 
charged in such large quantities, were the result of loog«continued tuber* 
cular deposit or the immediate efilects of pneumonia or bronchial in> 
flammation ? It is my opinion that they were the result of the latter, 
lie had always enjoyed good health up to the commencement of this 
attack, which was produced by a violent catarrh. 

[To cooUBocd.! 

Worcester, Aj^ril 1, 1851. A. Stone, M.D. 



[The following essay, on a subject lull of interest to the anatomist, was 
wriitrn and first published in It is now re-printed, by request of 

tile atiihor, who wishes the reader to be apprised that he considers the 
suhject very far from beinii exhausted — there still remaining an ample 
fielfl for anatomical research. The " Supplement " was contained in 
the original essay. — Eo.] 

%iN EISSAV ON TIIF. GANGLIONIC SYSTEM OF NEHVE3 THE 
CAVITY OF THE CRANIUM, AND ITS USE. 

BY WILLIAM TNOALL8, M.D. 

|Coininunicat«!(J Un Uie Uastnn MeiiicNl and SurgicAl J<Mrnii1.} 

I. The enerjE^y of the brain, and the due performance of its functions, 
IS it has been supposed, do not depend on its volume, tbe size of its 

on volutions, nor the temperaments. 

Ih As in other viscera, the perfect organism of the brain is undoubt- 
idly a condition essential to the performnnce of its functions with exacti- 
ude and energy \ for, a malcoDforiuation^ or some defect in its minute 
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structure, not rofrnizable by the senses, may render this v\sc\i> unsuscrp- 
tible of impiessiuiis necessary to its healthy and vifjorous action. Biit, 
a complex organ, deprived of the stimulus of nervous influence, Iwwerer 
perfect its slructnre. becomes torpid, and its function destroyed. 

III. From tile following |x)St-raortem examinations it may be inf?iTR<). 
the size of the braiiL ilie number, depth and thickness of the convoij- 

. tlous, are merely conditions, but, perhaps, necessary conditions m Uae 
production of thought, and the propensities to which man b subject 

Case 1. — In tbui case, tlie person was subject to frequent and grat 
lueDtal excitatkms. The brain was of extiaordinary dimeDflioiiSy tnil ill 
its parts were uncommonly developed : the convolutions were lai^, &- 
tinct and numerous ; the ganglia were readily distbguis^ed and ^ 
played; the medullary cords easily traced; and the pineal gland m 
of the pine-apple form, and so large as to attract particular attentkn. 

The remarkable development of the brain, and the dissectioo taking 
place a few hours after deaths in a subject that bad died suddenly fan 
suffocation, and the whole organ being moist with serosity , enabled m 
to demonstrate tin minute parts with comparative ease; and led me to 
believe, the pineal gland and other similar bodies, the uses of which hue 
not been explained, were destiued to perform an importaot partbtk 
fimctions of the brain. 

Cass 2 was the dissection of the brain of a person, who <;ustaig- 
ed the reputation of possessing fine intellectual powers, and who had 
practised law with reputation and success. The brain was small. \he 
convolutions were diminutive, comparatively indistinct, and appareotir 
more nunu rons than usual. 

Case 3 was the dissection of the brain of an idiot, of ven* di- 
minutivft slntnre. In this subject, tlie cajiacity of the cmnium in pro 
portion to ilie size of the body was exeeediiiL;]y small ; the cc rebriw 
convolutions were fnc in number, but very lar^^e and uncoininoiily dt- 
tinct. This idiot was wholly destitute of unde^stallui^i^^^^d (l< voi(lct 
every propensity, good or had. The pineal izland was couveried iolo a 
substance resembling a small melanose peleeliia. 

By the way, it may not be improper to remark, there w as found a 
the digestive canal, a number of lumbrici of extraordinary size; sefoal 
had penetrated by the pori biliarii into the substance of the liver ; ud 
three were closely impacted into the common biliary duct, by which it 
was greatly enlarged, both in diameter and length. 

Case 4 was the brain of a man possessing a degree of iotelG- 

fence, but was so much of an idiot, he was incapable of providing (r 
is physical wants ; and, on this account, he was placed under tbesu' 
perintendence of a brother. The brain was large, and all its parts Mf 
developed. The pineal gland was of the pine-apple ibnn, carttlagiaoii^ 
and larger than usual. 

In this individual, the inteUect remained unimpaired till he arrived at 
the age of 9 years ; when, after a severe fever, ensued the mental imb^ 
cility, which continued through life* Several analogous cases occaffd 
in the same family. 

IV. In this place, it was my iiitentson to give the anatomy of tbe 



Digitized by Google 



ThA Gm^icme i^/9Um of jVemt. S97 

brain ; but as hitherto the relative importaoce aod use of parts, besides 
those tbat are now under consideration, liave not been satisfactorily 
tnonstrated, this subject will be postponed, to be resumed at some future 

period. 

From the remarkable appearance of the pineal gland, in cases 1,3 
and 4, Section 111., 1 was induced to examine the parts connecied with 
this organ; and the result of my iovesU^tioa will be found in tlie Ibl- 
lowing para-jraphs. 

V. It is not pretended, however, becanse the organization of the pineal 
jfland was in a iiK)rl)id condition, it was the sole cause of idiocy in cases 
3 and 4. Section 111. ; yet it is not unreasonable to suppose, the diseased 
state of this organ may liave had an influence in dnmnishing the activi^ 
of the brain. 

\ J. It is thonoht by many to be capable of deuionsiration, the dis- 
eased stale of the ganglia of the trisplanchnic nerve may have an im- 
portant agency in impairing, disturbing, and even destroying the func- 
tioDS of viscera essential to life. 

VU. Hence, if k be established, the glands and other bodies contained 
in the cavity of the craniuni are found to discharge the office of ganglia, 
the brain will undoubtedly be liable to suffer from the disordered affiK> 
tions of these parts. 

yilJ. Glandular pinealis is for the most part of a conical fbnn, and 
is ntuated on the back part of the posterior commissure. Its base is at* 
tached by a short slender neck to a short transverse medullary cord, 
which, at each of its extremities, divides into two pedunculi, the anterior 
and posterior. l*he former passes over the thalamus nervi optici near 
its internal mars;iii, and 6nally terminates in the eminentia mammillaris. 
In its passage, it sends a few filaments to the optic couch, and one to the 
anterior crus of the fornix, just before it arrives at its ultimate destina- 
tion. The latter, which is mucli shorter than the former, takes a direc- 
tion backward, and is united with the quadrigeminal bodies. 

IX. The eminentiae niammillares are two small hemispherical bodies, 
situated at the base of the hrain, nnierior to the criljriform plate, and 
posterior to the junction of the opuc nerve. From each of these bodies 
proceed three nerves, or medullary cords, an anterior, middle and 
posterior. 

X. The first, or anterior cord, penetrates the anterior lobes of tlie 
Oram, and may he traced to a considerable distance into iu substance. 

' XI. The second, or luuldle cord, under the several appellations of 
anterior and posterior crura of the fornix and corpus fimbria turn, extends 
Irom the eminenfi;i mammillaris to the bulb of the pes hippocampi ma- 
jor. This curd, having, like the nerves belonging to the gangilunary 
system, connection with small masses of gray substances, furnishing va- 
rious organs with nervous filaments, and anastomosing with other cords, 
is jusdy entitled to the rank of a nerve. 

aIL The anterior crura of the fornix go upward and backward, gra. 
dually approximating each other, till they come in contact in the ante- 
dor part of die lateral ventricles ; soon after their junction they begin 
W diverge and continue to diveiige, assoming in their course the name 
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of posterior cruim, until they reach the pedes hippocampi majores ; when, 
under iiic name of corpora fimbriata, they foilow tlie course of these bo* 
dies, to which ihey adhere almost to their termination. These conkcf 
nerves send ofT fibrillae, which, in some subjects, from their pi^culiar dis- 
tribution on the inferior face of the fornix, have been considered not 
inaptly to bear a stroni: resenibhmce to the strini^s of a lyre. The^efi- 
brilire supply with nervous influence the part of the corpus caiksum, 
wlxTc lllis nnd tin,' fornix mnlesre. 

XIII. The lliini, or [loslerior rord. ponetrntr> ihe Imdy of the oplic 
couch, and ascendin<;, till it arrive- D ^uly to ii)e suinicircuiaris ^eniimiin, 
it soon separates into a nn!nl)pr ol lil.iiuents, which nm backward paidl- 
lel to the above-mennniicfJ cok!, and, finally, eni<Mnini; from the optK 
couch, unite with the lilanients of the seinicircuhiris to form a plexus. 

XIV. Tlie ijenia seinicircularts geminum oris^inates from the tuLd 
cinereum, and anastomoses with the anterior cru^ of the fornix; atid, 
receiving a branch from the aiUerior [jeduncle of the pineal gland, taka 
a direction backward, coursing between the thalamus nervi opticind 
corpus striatum, till it meets the braoches of the posterior cord of ibe cmi- 
neniia manunillaris, when, dividing into 61aments, it unites with those of 
the former body to form a plexus. 

XV. The result of the union of these two nerves. Sections XIIL id 
XIV., jf it be allowed to call them so, b the (brroation of a plexus, fnn 
which filaments are distributed lo the optic couch, and tlie flooiins of 
the inferior lion) of the lateral ventricles ; some also are continued to the I 
extremity of this sinus, and anastomose with the posterior filameatsof 
the anterior commissure, before ihey disappear. 

XV i. Tbe commissura anterior is a round medullary cord, which tit* 
venes the middle lobes of the cerebral hemispheres, and terminates in i 
radiating lash of iilnments; some extending forward as far as the fisBOO 
of' Sylvius, others backward to the descending horn of the lateral reo- 
tricles ; the former anastomosing with tbe root or origin of the olfactorr 
nerve, the latter with the filaments proceeding from the plexus foraied 
by the branches of ihe seniicircularis, and the posterior cord of the 
eminentia niaunnlllari'-- (nnd the corpus Gnibriatum. — McckeP). 

It is slightly curvilln* ar. wiiii its convex part forw ard : a small j>oaion 
of it may be seen in the third ventricle, just before the anterior cnin 
of the fornix. 

XVII. If we take a survey of the wide range which the conusor 
nerves, above described, perform, tlie mind must be convinced of liie 
similarity existing between these and the nerves of the ganglionar)' sys- 
tem in the other cavities. In tracing the cords from ganglion togan»^ijoo, 
commencing with the pineal gland, we find that the posterior peduncle 
is coiuu cled with the tubercuia quadri'^eiiiuia, and liie anterior with ibt 
eminentia mamniillaris ; that from the eminentia manimillaris depart 
three medullary cords, an anterior, middle and posterior ; the two kOB 
travel backwards, the middle terminating in tbe corpus fimbriatum, vmI 
the posterior anastomosing with tbe semicircularis to form a plexus ; ibK 
the branches of the anterior commissure are united with those of ^ 
^ibove plexus and the corpus fimbriattim posterioriy, and anterioriy widi 
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the extpmal root or origin of the olfactory nerve ; and that this nerve is 
connected by its internal root or on;^in either inunediately or throof:;h the 
medium of the tuber cinereum with the optic nerve. To this a may be 
added, the anterior commissure is connected witli the tuber cinereum. 
Hence by the agency of the above-mentioned coids and tlieir append- 
ages, the ganglia, a stimulus necessary to its functions is not only sup- 
plied to the brain, but a mutual relation is preserved between the peri- 
pberal and the central parts of this viscus, and the optic nerve. 

XVI II. The glanduia pituitaria b an isolated mass of gray substance, 
lodged in the sella turcica, and furnished with a neck or twig ; which 
by Meckel is thought to be attached lo the anterior commissure. In 
these respects, as well as in its diseases, it has a striking analogy to the 
pineal gland. 

XIX. The tuber cinereum, viewed from the base of the brain, is of a 
triangular form, and situated between the junction of the optic nerves, and 
the roammillary eminences. It is attached by its apex, to the decus- 
sating portion of the former ; but its base lies towards the latter. This 

mass has all the properties of a ganglion. Its thickness is very con- 
siderable, and embraces the greater part of the anterior pillars of the 
fornix, and liie parts of the nerves that ana<?toniose with them ; viz., 
the anterior pedunculi of the pineal 'jinnd, nnd llie tcenia sern'irirrularis 
geminiini ; and also a portion of the anterior cord of the einiuentiae mam- 
miilares. The iofundibulum enters the infeiior face of this body near its 
centre. 

From a review of the structure, arrangement and distribution of the 
various organs, above described ; and their being particularly adapted to 
accomplish the purpose for wiiich they were evidently designetl, the 
mind is irresistibly impelled to the conclusion, the energy and activity 
of the brain, like tlie liver, heart, and other viseera in the aljdouiinal 
and thoracic cavities, must depend on a ganglionary system of nerves. 
Should this position be eventually established, it would afibrd a foundation 
for the attainment of a clearer and more precise knowledge of the phy- 
siology of the brain. 

Suppkment^^My opportunities kxt dissection being very precarknis, it 
b impossible for me to pursue the study of the anatomy of the brain 
with the regularity and constancy which so complex an organ demands. 
This may serve as an apology for the additional description of the in* 
fundibulum and its connections. 

Since the manuscript was placed in the hands of the publishers, an 
opportunity of dissecting the brain, and of obtaining a more precise 
knowledge of the relative situation of the infundibulum, the tuber cine* 
reiim and the anterior commissure, has presented itself. 

The brain was placed on its vertical surface, and the optic nerves were 
cautiously detached from its connections from before backward, till the 
membrane, which closes the anterior extremity of the iter ad infundibu- 
lum, came into view. The removal of this membrane opened a free 
communication between the third ventricle and the surface of the brain ; 
and, throngfi tlie njirrture made by the removal of the iiiembrnne, the 
orifice of the ialundibuium was conspicuous. On folding back with pre« 
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cautioD the optic nerves, and introdttcing the point or the blow -pips 
into the orifice of the mfuodibulom, its canal was inflated through in 
whole extent. 

The border of the aperture* whicb was circular, and wluch bad been 
closed by the above-mentioned niembrane, consisted of gray substance, 
one portion of which was attached to the commissure above, and another 
was blended with the tuber cinereum below ; so that the tuber and the 
gray substance that surrounds the aperture may be regarded as a con^ 
tinuous mass. In this subject, the infundibulum was not adherent to the 
anterior commissure, but to the tuber clncrpum : hence the pituitary 
gland could exert no influence over this medullary cord, except through 
the agency of the tuber cmereum ; to which body I consider the pituitaiy 
gland to l>e an auxiliary appendage. 



TREATMENT OF SYNCOPE AFTER DELIVERY. 

To the Editor of the Bo$ton Medical and Surgical Journal* 

Sib, — I take occasion to communicate a discovery, which I have made, 
for your valuiiblc Journal, if it be a discovery, and you deem it worthy 
a place in your pages. I have mentioned it to quite a number of my 
medical friends, all of whom say they never saw any mention of it in 



h-^am^enian of the abdominal aorta in caeee offainimu afUr do- 
fieery. Who that has long practised in this branch of our busioese, has 
not been often terrified by the sudden and unexpected occurrence of a 
severe fit of syncope to a patient within an hour or two after ddireiy, 
even when eveiy human precaution has been taken ? Who has not 
seen the lamp of life, in these circumstances, so flicker that it appeared 
every moment ready to go out, even while every known remedy was 
being employed to keep it hm ning ? Compression of the aorta at the 
umbilicus (it is easily done) will immediately rally the patient. Com* 
pression may be continued till stimulants will have time to operate, and 
restore the necessary nervous influence, and be gradually abated as this in« 
fluence is restored. It is already known that compression of the ab« 
dorainai aorta is the most eflfectuaf remedy for hemorrhage after delivery. 
Syncope is sometimes the consequence of hemorrhage. This compression 
is the surest, safest and readiest remedy known for either of these dilS- 
culties, or both too;ether. Syncope sometimes ensues when no hemor- 
rhage or ntfier untoward condition is present. Compression of the aorta 
at the iiinlnlicus will stop the faintness, and do no evil to other condi- 
tions. Let all try it who would prevent the occurrence of those siidtleii 
deaths that we someuiiies hear of as liappening without any known cauie. 
Kone need have any apprehensions, in trying it, of trespassing u{>on n^y 
private rights, for 1 have no idea of securing letters patent, as has Ixjeii 
done in some other cases! SajiU£L C. Wait, iVl.t). 

Gouvfimeur, iV. T., May 5, 1851. 
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LARGE NUNBER OT WORMS DISCHARGED FROM A CHILD. 

BY D. T. MARTIN, M.D , COUNTY, VA. 

FcBRUABT 20, 1851, I was called at 7 o'clock, A. M., to visit a child, 
5 years old, the daughter of J. W, H., in the town of Newbern, Pu- 
laski County, Vii^inia. According to the account given by her pa- 
rents, ahe had been a little unwell for two or throo days ; but on the 
day previous to my visit, she was suddenly tak('n Nviih pain in the ab- 
domen and vomiting. As her haliit was known to be costive, her j>a- 
rents gave an enema of castor oil and warm water, as well n=; oil by 
the mouth. They also applied fomentations to the abdomen, and gave 
a lart!;e f]u;uiuty of laudanum (accordinij; to their s?tatemenl about 5 ij. 
in twenty hours), without relief. At the lime she was examined by 
me, I found her laborim^ uiuicr the symptoms of colic, pnin in the re- 
"ion of the stomach and bowels, the muscles of the abdomen drawn 
up into ridges or knots, with some tenderness upon pressure about the 
umbilicus, constant inclination to lean forward and lie upon the face, 
to*:«inic to and fro, retching and vomiting every few minutes, throwing 
up a liothy mucus, mixed with a little bile ; the tongue coaled with a 
yellowish fur ; there was also some fever, the pulse being full and fre- 
quent, though compressible. 

I gave her calomel, grs. iv. ; Dover's powder, grs. ij. ; to be followed 
ID four hours by castor oil, and applied sinapisms and fomentations to 
the abdomen. The oil was taken, but afterwards thrown up kom the 
stomach* 

I again mted her at 2 o^clock, P. M., and gave calomel, grs. i). ; 
Dover's powder, gr. j. ; after which she slept about four hours, at which 
time she was aroused for the purpose of giving an enema composed of 
warm water, castor oil, and spirits of turpentine* She now complained 
of a choking, whereupon about ten drops of spirits of turpendne were 
given by the mouth. Some time elapsed, and she had a small passage, 
in which were five or six lumbricoides; after the lapse of an hour she 
had a second passage, in which were four or five worms of the same 
kind. She then slept about two hours, when she awoke and had the 
third passage, which brought one hundred and fourteen wonns (lumbri- 
coides), ma kin i: in nil one hundred and twenty. 1 understood from her 
father to-day (February 25th) that she had had another pitssa^e on the. 
evenmi^ of the -2 1st inst., in which were sixteen worms of the same 
kind, making in all one Inmdred and forty. 

Tbf novelty of this case does not consist so much in the symptoms 
or treauneut, as in the number of worms discharged. — The tStcthoscope, 
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EDFTORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

Rhodes, March 20?A, 1851. — I have been conU'TnpktiTii: the skeleton, as 
it were, of this once roagnificenl city, and the impoverished and forsaken 
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looking island that formerly possessed one of the seven wonders of die 
world, the Colossus, which was hoth a statue and a lightbouset ISO rieetbiglL 
History abounds with curious nnd extraordinary accounts of ihe ancient 
power, qrandcur, woahh and refinement of Rhodes. Ii is 36 miles long, 
by IS broad, abounding in wood, with a soil that would produce a bundanlly, 
were the least effort made on the surface; but such is the policy ot ihe 
Turkish govemmenl, that poverty broods over the forest of pillared ruins 
which are spread out in every direction, and desolation is indicated a." far 
as the eye can extend, from its principa! port into the interior. Bhodei 
was densely peopled before the Trojan war, and while Honi«>r was Hviog 
contained three great Cities. The city of Rhodes, at the period of its me- 
ridian glory, is represented to have been nine miles in circumference, ani 
appears to have been a little west of the present town, on the marsrin of the 
island. At the present moment, there are but about 30,000 inhabiiants oa 
the whole territory — three fourths of whom reside within the city walls 
and luuneJialc neit^hborhood. A high, stronjr wall, with several slaieiy 
edifices, were the creation of the Knights ol Man.a, who were driven tr^m 
their strong hold by the Turks, in ISSQ, under Suleiman the Uagnificesl 
There is neither trade, manufactures, nor agriculture— and how the iohi- 
bitants subsist, is quite a mystery. There are 40 villages throughout the 
whole island, but the people neither plant nor reap, and their degradatioa 
surpasses belief. Such is the imagined holiness and purity of the Mus- 
sulmen, that neither Jew, rJrpek, Christian, nor any one not profcs^^in? Mi- 
hommedan tenets, are pcrnncted to remain within the town at the huurof 
closinsr the evening- gates. For $ome years past, the Greek shipwrights 
have infused considerable activity into the place, by having, not unfre* 
qnenti V, 18 ▼essels on the stocks at a time ; and while the benefits arising 
nom the employment of hundreds was felt to be of importance to ike 
whole community, the government gained a regular income. With a riev 
to grasping' more, the blighting policy of this abominable system of goven* 
ment, it sent forth an order, a short while since, that no vessel should he^^ 
after be launched unless the owners obligated themselves to sail it under 
the Turkish flag. This was a condition that no one would comply with, 
and the business of Rhodes, therefore, has dwindled down to nothm^, and 
the government now is without a particle of revenue from the island. A 
new plan is in agitation, to make it a general quarantine station. Theie 
is not a road on the island, and even fire wood cannot be brought to the 
town ; not a cow or sheep is pastured, and on my arrival the British comot 
said that there had been no meat to be had for four days, on account of a 
high wind that interrupted all intercotirsc with the opposite shore, nl the 
foot of the Caramanian mountains. The earthquake of Feb. 2Sih. more 
disastrous than had occurred for many years, made terrible work with liifi 
citv. St. John's Tower, a vast stone structure within the wall, facing the 
liurbuf, was reni iroui top to bottom. After standing more liiau Iburcetl' 
turies, a surprising monomen^^ of the skill, thoroughness and mechsnirtl 
ingenuitv of the IcDtghts, it will now have to be taken down, or it will M 
into the basin of thelarge harbor, and utterly destroy what remains of an 
anchorage at that point. The grandmaster's palace is equally shatter^, 
and the eastern gate is crushed at the top of the arch. Thii^ frighifal ca- 
tastrophe has given a finishing air to Rhodes. Sixty miles to th ^ n-i. i 
mountain opened, into a rent of which a village with its 200 inhabiUQi* 
fell, and tlie mighty precipices came together again. 

I hdd but an imperfect view oi raimuii, where the book oi Kevelatioa 
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was written ; but Samos, Cos, and many other islands, renowned in the 
revolutions to which this entire region of country has beea iocident from 
immemorial time, were examined with unusual emotions. 

SmyrTia, — For fivf days, I have been incarcerated in a vile hole, called 
the quarantine ground, vviih Arabs, Turks, Armenians, Jews, Christians, 
inhdels, and rascals of all kinds. The costumes are as various as the 
cbaracters and dispositions of the wearers. Some are in Albanian peiti- 
coats. Think of a hale 8ix-footer« in a red cap, mustaches two inches 
long, white stockings, and a petticoat of white cotton reaching to his knees» 
containing ten yards of material! Each one has to pay room jrent, and 
the hire of a dirty fellow to watch him while he remains. I pay a man 
in the city two dolhr? n dnr for tw© menls and a kind of bed for the ni^ht. 
There is neither ho>piial, inspection of any kind, or even conveniences for 
having a handkerchief washed. On arrivincf in port, away goes every- 
thing into the quarantine. If the individual lius iood of liis own, he is at 
liberty to consume it ; if money, be may order food from a hotel ; or, 
having neither, he may starve to death, and be buried, without exciting 
either sympathy or inquiry. On the day before pratique is given, a doctor 
pops his head into the apartments, without knowing or caring a whit about 
a soul in the establishment, and, if the fees are paid, pronounces each one 
who pays the money down free from the plague. All the quarantine de- 
tt ntion's in Syria, Egypt, Turkey ;uni Grepce, are contrivances of Itolinns, 
wfii) inuke use of them for their own personal benefit. A simuliant oiis 
eliuri by the European governments, representing the facts as they are, 
would instantly sweep away the whole of these shameful obstructions to 
maritime intercourse ; but unfortunately, the Knglish, both at Maha and 
Corfu, are playing precisely the same iniquitous game, with precisely the 
same object — revenue; consequently not a word is said, and the Italian 
leeches are sucking the pockets dry of all who unfortunately fall within 
their official clutrhe^. 

Here, in Smyrna, was one of the seven churches — not a stone of which 
can be recognized, though the site is fully established. Within the fortress, 
lying at the lop of a hill, back of the town, now in ruins, Polycarp, a suc- 
cessor of the apostles, was martyred. Sardis, Philadelphia, Ephesus, &c., 
where other churches referred to in the New Testament were located, are 
within a circle of two days* ride, on horseback. The monument of Sesos- 
tris, an Egyptian king, who subdued this country, and having died on a 
conquering expedition, was buried in an obscure spot, about 28 miles dis- 
tant, was not long ago discovered — and proves Herodotus to have been an 
accurate, reliable historian. It is in relief, the size of life, on the fare of a 
rock, and was executed ihirleeu hundred years before the rnmrm lu < iT.fiit 
of the Christian era. In no Turkish cily have the bazars pre>enie(J a 
neater appearance, a greater variety, or an indication of equal thrift. 
Italians seem to be in every thing and every where in Smyrna. The 
borying grounds, crowded with tall, dark, gloomy cyprus trees, together 
with thousands of rickety, half fallen, and broken tombstones, made top* 
heavy with imitations of turbans, in a huge lump of marble, are dreary 
abodes even fnr thr drrid. Notwithstanding the overwrought encomiums 
bestowed upon thern by piithusiastic travellers, they have not a single re- 
deeming feature to a person who has seen the Campo Santo, at Naples, or 
Mount Auburn, near Boston. From the castle is obtained an admirable 
view of Smyrna bay, the city below, with its caravanseras, minarets, gar* 
densi and charming environs*, for a considerable distance into the country. 
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In short, after peeping al and into wioos things that were norelti^ tad 

some that were not, we came to thp conclusion that Smyrna is rapidly ap- 
proachinjj civili/alion. Even now, about as many hats are worn as ted 
caps ! The Jews have eleven synagogues — but a liundrcd are needed, if 
euch would better their morals. Greeks are loo often cheats, every od« 
admits ; and the Turks, though much more honest than any from the mvdi 
of bu-barkns who htve tokea up their feddeiice either here or ia other 
parts of the empire, are aot aoniiiidfol of their own interest. Five diyt 
ago, a great Persian caravan arrived, laden with rogs, carpets, shawls, iilfci, 
and beauufal stu&, which appears to hafo cansed considerable excitemeoL 
Three limes a year comes an army of camels, which g^ives an impetus to 
trade. I went down to the eiif^anipment of one lately arrived, to seethe 
fihow. Tiie animals were far superior to any in Syria or Egypt. Their 
saddles, too, were excellent, and well fined to the humps, which is utA 
often the cose with those in common use on the desert, where it would seen 
they ought to be the b«L One improvement in the &ce<overing of dn 
Torkish females was noticed, that does not interfere so constantly with n- 
niiration, as the thick veils, comers of a sheet, and such like coverings, that 
the same class usually wear in other towns and cities further south. A 
black piece of gauze appears to be sliflened with starch, and stretched over 
a semicircular pieco of wire, which by its wei<;rht stretches the veil dowa 
as far as the tip ot the nose, and thus they wander through the narrww 
i>treets, half the face, a little way oti, appearing black. They shuffle along 
ill yellow boots, stuck loosely into a pair of slippers — followed by their 
perpetual janus, a coal black ennuch ; or if two or tnree ladies are togedwr, 
a female slave or two answers ali the purpose of servants and watcheis. 

Smyrna is now in the enjoyment of a full nieasure of public health. 
The diseases present nothing remarkable in their character* The ciiy is 
an old one, and intimately associated with extraordinary historical events, 
nolwilhstandinrr the common idea that it is simply a* place for shippinii fig^ 
A population of 15,000, together with the strangers always here, make 
cons^iderable bustle, in spile of the smoking apathy of the Tuiks. Every 
bhop-keeper sits flat on his floor — all his fuud and chattels being within 
arm*s length. Wholesale dealers a^uat in a spot scarcely larger than a pev 
of a modern choich, in their stockmg feet, forever smoking. Whenever a 
customer wishes to examine a partieulsr specimen of their fabrics or warts, * 
another smoking drone pots on his slippers deliberately, walks off to tk 
magazine, and in his own snail-like manner returns with what is called 
for. No anxiety for a trade is manifested in a Turk's countenance. One 
of the extraordinary things that astonishes a stranger here, is the imraen?c 
burdens laboririp' men carry on their back?. They have a kind of saddle, 
suspended irom the shoulders, on which tiie packages aic laid, and stoopuig 
forward they march off with the orderly pace of a camel. I met one witk 
a barrel of new rum on his back, lettered Batlon manufacture. 



Buhc'.r and Fortes on the Water Treatment. — A little volume has just 
appeared from the press of Messrs. Fowlers & Co., New York, called 
" Bulwer and Forbes on the Wnter Treatment; a mmpilalion of paptrs 
on the subject of Hygiene and Kational Hydropathy; edited by K. S. 
Houghton, M.D." We have perused this book with much care, in con* 
aideration of its being mostly written by gentlemen distinguished fortbeii 
literary and scientific attainments. As regards Sir Edward Lytton Bol* 
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wet, we have not quite so much confidence in him as we h«?e in th^ 
other writers, from the £ict that his object is apparently the recommenda- 
tion of a certain water-cure establishment at Malvern, kept by one Dr. 
James Wilson, a disciple of the immortal Priessnitz. Dr. John Forbes's 
chapter, " a Review of Hydropathy," is certainly written with much 
candor, and in a spirit which entitles it to our respect. It should be care-' 
fully read by every medical man. The " two chapters on bathing and 
the water tieatmeot," by Dr. Erasmus Wilson, are scientificaUy and inge- 
niously prepared, and will, perhaps, change the minds of some in fiiTor of 
the system of bathing in disease as well as in health. The paper by Sit 
Charles Scudamore, M.D., a Medical Investigation of the Water-cure 
Trentmcm," is written with that spirit which is ever best calculated lo 
disarm prejudice, and to secure respect for the opinious advanced. Sir 
Charles's sentiments respecting ignorant men undertaking to practise hy- 
dropathy, perfectly ap^rcc with ourown. We give the following extract He 
says— **I much fear liiai, liom the facility and apparent simplicity of the 
practtee, and the tem|rtation to pecuniary gain, persons without the qnaltfi* 
cation of medical education will be induced, not only to form water estab- 
lishments, but to conduct them altogether, and boldly undertake the 
sponsibility of the public health. In no illiberal spirit, but from honest 
feelings, 1 protest against this monstrous pretension and error. Diagnosis 
>io«T ESSENTIAL. Who that IS vntaught and inexperienced^ can under" 
stand the different kinds, and the vmny phiscs of disease ! And without 
such discriminaiion, and also judicious estimate of the powers of the in- 
dividual to bear treatment, how can its amount be properly prescribed V* 
The cnapter on " The Cold-water Cure ; its Use ana Misuse," by Herbert 
Mayo, M..D., is written in a style that might be expected from one of such 
high attainments. Dr. Mayo was sufiering from a severe attack of rhea« 
matism or gout, and in despair vt * v r jotting cured from the usual reme- 
dies, took to the cold waters of Marienberg, on the banks of the Rhine, 
and there placed himself under the care of a Dr. Schmitz. Although 
he was not aired of his maladif he nevertheless experienced much im* 
provement by the proper treatjiunt with cold water. The last chapter in 
this book is written by the editor, Dr. Houghton, who gives his obberva- 
tions on water cure, and sums up the evidence of the distinguished writers 
already mentioned. While we hare the most perfect resoect for the opi- 
nions of such learned men, we must beg to differ from them relative to 
the universal use of water as a therapeutical agent. We have always 
contended that water, in its j^roper a^ppUcation, might be used in dii^ease, 
and our hostility has never been against a reasonable use of it in health 
or sickness, but rather directed towards the uneducated and unprirai[)led 
prartitioners who have adopted hydropathy as they would a new fashion, 
or for gain. — We are indebted to Fetridge &Co., V4 Washington si., for a 
copy of the above-named work. 



Pharmacopma of the United States. — The Pharmacopceia of the 

United States of America. By authority of tl»e National Convention 
held at Washington, A. D. 1850. Philndelphia : Ltppincoit, Grambo & 
Co. 1851." This standard work comes to us in an improved style, and 
containing much additional matter. We presume it unncccssory to enter 
into details, as to the important alterations that have been made in it 
since 1840, or the value that should be placed upon such a book by the 
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profession and dispensing^ apothecaries. A mere announcement that k ii 
completed by the Committee appointed for the parpose, and is for salebjrtbi 
publishers, most be sufficient to cause it to be sought for. The Committee 
certainly deserve our thanks for the able manner in which they hare dit- 

chnrged their duties. The work ift not only rreditabic to them, but ism 
honor to the medical profefision and to the country whose name it beAis. 



Jhmglison on Ntw Remedies. — Messrs. Blanchard & Lea, publishers, of 
Philadelphia, have just is5ued from press another edition of the able woik 
by Dr. Dunglison on *♦ New Remedies." This makes the sixth editiw 
that has been published. It contains eztensiire additions, among which 
may be mentioned, an index of diseases, with the particular pane to which 
the various remedies prescribed in those diseases are referred to. We 
look upoa lhii» svurk ai^ one well stored with therapeutical information, aod 
which we can always consult as good authority. Efery useful remedy ia 
treating disease is mentioned, the authority given, with the mode of pre' 
paiation and administration, so that those who possess this edition will 
nave a knowledge of all the old and standard remedies, together with ibe 
new ones up to the present time. For sale by Ticknor & Co. 



AiUmpt to produce Abortion unth Oil if Tansy, foitowed hf Jka^- 
Coroner Pratt was called last Wednesday, to hold an inquest on the bodf 
of Elinbeth Sherman, 21 years of age, who had been employed for soioi 
time past as seamstress in a family in Kingston street, Boston, and who 

died, after an illness of three or four hours. The jury returned a ?erdifl 
that she came to h^r death in consequence of taking two ounces of oil ci 
tansy for the purpose of procuring abortion. 

The apnthecary did wronir to sell that quantity, and especially to aciiiw 
of 10 or 12 ytars oi uge, uiihuui u proscription from a physiciau. 



Sale of Poisons by Apofhecarirs. — Tt is quite time for our Legislature to 
pass a law restrainiriix apothecari'^^ from selling poisonous substance? wr:. 
out a phvsirian's or(l<T. The necessity of such restriction has been r - 
peatedly advocated in oar pages, but we believe there never has been a^y 
definite action taken on the subject by our Legislature. If any tiling 
would seem to demand immedwte action by our law-makers, it is to pR* 
vent the frequent occurrence of such lamentable casualties as the one 
mentioned above. 



An Editor in Affliciidn, — ^The editor of the American Medicsl 
Surgical Journal,** Syracuse, N. Y. (which is a publication ostensibly <k- 
voted to the reformation of medical practice), says, in his last Dumber, 
that many interesting communications are necessarily omitted in that num- 
ber, in consequence of "eleven momhers" of his faniilv, includmi: hii 
" better half," beinp sick with the mcasc/s/' Our coii tDporarv has our 
sympathy for his severe allliclion, alike on account ol the number alflict«li 
and the malady from which they are said to be sutifering. 



Boston Medical Assoriafion. — At a meeting of this Association on Mon- 
day. May 5th, the following officers were elected for the year ensuing 
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Secretary, E. W. Blake, M.D. ; Standing Committee, John Wnre, M.D., 
Gcnrnfc Hnvwnrrl, M.D., J. Mnpon Warren, M.D., D. Haropbreys Storerf 

M.D., Natfiani.'l B. Shnrfleff, M.D. 

A commiuce wns appointed to revise the polire and fee tabie» consisting 
of Drs. J. M. Warren, J. W. Warren, and N. B. Shurtleff. 



Patent Msdicinet, — ^It appears that the profession in this State are wak- 
ing np to a sense of the propriety of doing something to protect the com- 
mnnity from the outrageous impo^iiion which is practised upon ihem by 
" patent medicine makers and venders/' We learn that the subject has 
been discussed, and committees appointed, in several of the District Socie- 
ties, to inquire into the matter, and report at an early day what measures 
it is best to adopt to lessen the evil complained of. We exceedinfrly re- 
gret that our respectable druggists and apothecaries should be identified 
with the traffic in such nostrums, for we feel assured that if this were 
giren u|), they coald enjoy as Jacrattve an ioeome, to a very short ttme» 
from their legitimate business. It has been hinted, by several of oar most 
distinguished physicians, that they are folly determined not to patronise 
those establishments in which patent or secret medicines are manufactured 
or vended. There are one or two druggists in this city who have for some 
time di5carded such nostrums from their shops; and although for a time 
they suflered pecuniarily by the experiment, it ofiords us much pleasure 
to learn that their Joss bos been more than luade up by Uie increase of bet* 
ter patronage. 

The meeting at Worcetter.'^We wish once more to request those of oar 

readers who intend to be present at the annual meeting at Worcester, a 
ibrtnight from to-day, and to avail themselves of a reduced fare over the 
Boston and Worcester Railroad, to send in their names at once to this of- 
fice, that the arrangement with the Railroad Corporation may be completed. 



Norfolk District Medical Society. — A meeting of the Norfolk District 
Medical Society will be held this day at Dcdham, at II o'clock A.M. An 
address is to be delivered by Dr. Edward Jarvis, of Dorchester, on the 
causes of insanity. 

Medical MUMany, — Dr. Elisha Bartlett has resiffned the Professorship 
>f the Institutes and Practice of Medicine in the New York University, 

ivhich he has filled during the past year.— Dr. Thomas fie} burn has re- 
signed the Professorship of Materia Medica and Therapeutics in the Me« 
lical department of the St. Louis University. 

'Hahrikd,— Al New Lebanon, N. Y., Dr. H. W. Drawn to M'we Mary Swketl. 

PiKp — \i PensAcola, oa ibe 20lh ult., Alcxauder J. Rice, a^^istani surgeou U. S. IS'avy, for- 
lerly or P^MlMnootb, N. H. 



DeaUu in iinK/OM— for Ihe werk ending Saiurtlay noon. May 10, 82.— Mnles, 37— fnimle", 45* 
ibeceen, 1— -accidental, 3 — apoplexy, 1— inflamma'iimi of boweto, I— congestion of brain, I— in- 
animation of brain, 1— hronchlils, I — burn, I— cniikor, 1 — rnnsumplioM, 17— convuUions, 4— 
roup, 3— -debilily, 1— delirium tremens, I— dropsy, 1— drop»y of ihe brain, I— erysipelas, 2— ly- 
boa fever. 5— lunp fever, 2— scarlet fever, 2— -hoopmr «oiigh, 8— disease of heari, 2— infantile, 5 
-laryng^ilis, 1 — inHanimalion of iunps, 2 — maratmun,^— mea«les, 6— neuralgia, 1— oki age. 3^ 
aUy, 1 — rjoi&on, I — dixcasc of spine, 1 — smallfiox, I — KufTocaiioo, I— leeihitig, 3 — unknown, 1. 

Vmier 5 vears, 33— between 5 and 90 years. 8— between 20 and M) years, 15— between 40 aad 
t \ enr». 1 ^ — over GO yean, 9. American!!, 33 ; foreifoan aad children of foieignen, 49. 

The above includes 13 deaths at the City lustitutiont. 
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Depositions of Urate of Soda in Gout. — At the last meeting of the N w 
York Patholopficnl Society, April 23, Dr. Metcalfe exhibited the Ir.ryr.x of 
a patient who had died with ijout, upon wliich was de[>o?>ile(i, in (lilieretil 
porlions, the urate of soda to roMsiderabit' extent. The case was narrated 
in full, atjd was exceedingly interesting. The patient had inherited tk 

fouty diathesis, and had suffered for years — nearly his whole life. At 
rst the attacks were periodical at intervals of a year, but latterly iheyh& 
occurred every few weeks. When colchicum first came into use, the patient 
was in England, and used this remedy by the advice of Sir Henry Pklfonl, 
with benefit, and it was about the only remedy which afforded him relief. 
An interc^tinsT point as to this agent was, that while a preparalioD of \b 
root alibrdf'd relief, tliat of the seeds acted as an acrid poison. Tbe ufufe 
of soda was extensively (lepo^ited in various parts of the body. A short 
time before he died, he was attacked with senile gangrene of oue foot, 
accompanied by pain, and excessive heat in the heel, which Dr. Mottle* 
marked, was a pathognomonic sign of spontaneous mortification. Soon 
discussion arose as to whether this senile gangrene was generally depenl* 
ent upon ossification of the arteries, and it was agreed by most of tb 
surgeons present that it was not. 

Another interesting point in the above case was, that when Dr. Metcalfe 
was called to attend the patient, he was under the homeopathic treaimeDt, 
and was taking the wine of colchicum in twenty drop doses, wiih Mc* 
jMunn's elixir of opium. Dr. M. found no occasion to change the Utai* 
ment. — New York Register of Medicine and Pharmacy, 



TJrinf^ in Cellars, in Citira. — Coroner Smith wa*? called Saturdnj 
morning to hold an inquest on the body of Cornelius Sullivan, an Irishman 
50 years of age, who arrived in this country a short time since, and who 
died very sudenly l j iday night in one of the miserable habiialiouii iu Broad 
street, Boston. 'The following is the verdict of the Jury : — " That hectoe 
to his death at about 11 1-2 o'clock, P.M., on the 2d inst., in a fit, at the 
cellar room occupied by John Ellard, 109 Broad street. And the 
further say, that the said cellar room is about eighteen feet square, fiveacl 
a half feet high, having no ventilation, and was occupied Friday niL'h ' ^^y 
thirteen persons, and on other nir^hts by fourteen, for three month?- piM, 
and in their opinion the said cellar is totally unlit for occupation as a sleep- 
ing room," 



Cod Liper Oil. — A fact concerning the external employment, empinVil- 
ly, of cod liver oil, just now occurs to our memory, which ii may 
interest to our readers to state. Many years since, indeed before the 
of this journal had taken it into his head to exist (some of the elear^as-osil 
school of philosophers asserting that our conception and birth are the resnk 
of our volition), there was a negro, in the employ of Mr. Howell, a weO* 
known currier of this city, who attained quite a reputation as acurerrf 
rheumatism. His medicament was the ordinary brown cod liver nil ?t 
the currier, applied externally, and rubbed downwards — the old fellow in- 
sisting on the downward Ftroke most pertinaciously. Flannel was directed 
to be worn over the part aflected, and relief in all cases, with a cure in njo?t, 
was liie result. In ordinary attacks ui acute rheunuitism we have uscdthe 
same remedy in two cases with marked advantage ; and recall the fad 
here, " for the benefit of those whom it may concern.*'— PAt/a. ImO* 
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MGDICAL SCIENCE IN GREECE. 

PBOK THB SDITORUX. COXEESPOVDXMCX OV THIS JOUBNAL. 

\THKifs has a university — a beautiful, well-arranged buildiDg, of small 
iimensions, built by tbe contributioDS of Germao meccbanlSt witbonl 
x»ting the cttizena or govemineDt a dollar. Laige additkma are now 
;oing up, in which there will be halls, lecture rooms, cabinets, librariesi 
kc. It has four lacuitiesy as Ic^lows TAeo/o^, with three profeaaonL 
LttWf with seven ordinarjr and four hooorary professois, and two oandi* 
kte piolessors. Msdieme, with six ordinary, one honorary, and five 
jandidate professors. PkUosophy, with eight ordinary, five honorary, 
)m candidate professor, and a teacher of tbe French language* AU 
be ordinary professors are paid by government — the salaries, however^ 
re quite small. Honorary professors are paid by those attending their 
ectures. Candidate professors are those on the list to be appointed 
rhenevQT a vacancy occurs.. By the interest of friends, and perhafis 
otrigue, their names are thus made prominent. The faculty of medU 
ine is thus arranged. Prof. Nuccas, on Specific Nosology, Thera- 
eulics and Clinical Surgery. Prof. Damianos, on Anatomy and Phy«. 
olo^y. Prof. Olympics, on Surgery and Opbtlmlmology. Prof. Costi, 
n Fharniat y and OhstPlrics. Prof. Prinaris, on General PSosology 
n(\ Diseases of the Brain. Prof. PalU, on Medical Jurisprudence and 
Healtli. Dr. Petsalis (Hon. Prof.), on Surf^ical Pathology. Dr, 
pljcntotills (Hon. Prof.), on Pathological Anatomy. Dr. Krinos (Can, 
lol.), on Organic Chemistry, as applK cl to Physiolooy. Dr. Eginitis 
Z^an. Prof.), on Pathological Anatomy in relation to diseases of the 
^east, microscopical examinations and necropsy. Dr. liunsikis (Can, 
r(»r.), on Comparative PhysiologT^. Dr. Benizelos (Can. Frol.), on 
diljulogical Phy^iolo'^ry and General Pathology. Lectures continue six 
lonths, and llU students were said lo be in the theatre on one of my 
sits. It was a curiosity, indeed, to attend a medical lecture in tlie 
ty of Athens, delivered in the Greek language, and hear Hippocrates 
loted in his own wonb. Just east of the Um?ecsity, Arislo^ and 
8 disciplea taught; and down on the plun, in the dber diMCtion« Plato 
dtvcted bis lectures. The temple of iEsculapkis was near the AoropdiSk 
td, theielbffe> in the day of its gbrv, could have been seen from the 
me point. Pausanius says of it— that it is well worthy of mnaik lor 
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the statues of Bacchus and his children, and for the pictures which H 
contains. In tiic same temple is a fountain at whicli Halirrhoihiusjioa 
of Neptune, is reported to have been siain by Mars for having disgrscd 
his daughter Alcippi ; aiul this murder is said to have been the tin 
upon which judgment was pjoiiuunced. Jn the same temple is a Si;- 
maliaa breastplate, which shows that the barbariaiis are not less skilfU 
in the arts, than the Greeks." Aot a vestige of that renowoed eififioe 
can be identified. 

A more 8at » fa ct o iy organizatioii fer a college could not have Wa 
adopted. Every person connected with the course of in5tnictioD,iii 
native-bom Gfeek. They have had the good Ibrtune to keepcotdr 
Germans and Italians— <«nd instead of a president to preside over the 
atitutioQ, appointed as in most cdlegjate establirimients in the Unied 
States, die faculty, annually, dect one of their own body to be reckrv 
president for the ensuing year. They are compelled by the despoBc 
determbation of the King to elect three, whose names are to be «t 
to the palace— out of which, one is elected, and he becomes the p!«- 
siding officer ibr twelve mondis, when another election is held. Tlu^ 
system has been (bund to work admirably for the advancement of tbf 
University, inasmuch as no jealousies are created, no rich dunce b placd 
at the head, and each, in his turn, under ordinary circumstances, wIki? 
there is perfect harmony, gratifies bis literary ambition by sitting at ibf 
upper e nd of the council-board, wearing a high cap on fjreat occaswB, 
end si^fiini^ diploma?, ns Rector of the only University jii the 
Two hospitals, one miliiary and tlie other civil, present no claims lo fle- 
tinction. A fine figure of Hippocrates stands over the principal en- 
trance of the tii-st, near the miLdity cohimns of tlie once imposing; teiB- 
ple of Jupiter Olympius. Apothecaries are Duuierous, and their sIk^ 
neatly kept. 

While at Athens, the editor of this Journal adih^ssed the follo^^iL;. 
questions to the medical facuhy of the Univei-sity, which were proinpdf 
answered, and iradsiated into English hy the Rev. J. H, Hill, d v^t^^ 
known Americau missionary, whose uibaniiy and kindness is the ihtm 
of all his countrymen who sojourn in the classical regions with wludi ^ 
is so iamiliar. 

1. How many medical students are in attendance on the lecW 
upon an average, annually ? j^Mtner**— Over ISO. About 90 are iil^ 
ed annually. 

• How many oounes of lectures are required to be attended before r^ 
ceivmg a degree ? ^Iiif .-*-Tbe students are required to attend the mcdb^ 
lectures km years, and (besides the lectures of the school of pUkao* 
phy) they are taught the following, viz., natural histoiy, botany, cheBW- 
liy, anatomy, physic^j^y, genefal and particular no6olog\% pbannicj* 
surgery, ohstetncs, medical jurisprudence, hygiene, pathological analooDj. 
pamological and surgical clinics, and obstetrical clinics. The student 
are examined first in a written examination, i. e., they are required 
reply in writing to the questions given them in writing, upon all tl>^ 
aforesaid subjects, except the lectures of the philosophical school, nat i^' 
history and pathological anatomy. If they are successful in tbis 
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mination, they ate exammed a second ume extemporaneously — qiies- 
tioDS being proposed to them off-hand, to which they are n>(;uir( d to 
roply in the same way. Succeeding this, they are graduated by the 
Faciihy of Medicine, as doctors of mcdldnc, surgery and obstetrics, 

3. Is the degree of M.D. or iM.B. conferred, or both, by the Uni- 
versity ? Atis, — Except the diploma of doctor, no degree is confer- 
red by the Universitv. 

4. VVliere do the graduates find employment — in Greece, or ;il)rc)ad ? 
Ans, — Of those who graduate, some j ritKiin in Greece, other'' [;o iiliroad. 
Those wlio if main, and intend to practise in Greece, must suljmit to 
another examiaaiion before the medical council. The examination.^ are 
conducted both verbally and by writing. If the applicant passes, aiul is 
approved, he receives from the council permission to practise in any part 
of Greece. 

f3. Are many in the service of the State, and if so, what is their pay ? 
Ans. — The greater part of the medical men in the army are students 
jf the University. Their pay is as follows : — 1. A surgcon-in-chief re- 
ceives monthly 400 drachmas ; two assistant-surgeons, 360. 2. Surgeon 
9r first class, 300 ; do. 2d daas, S60. 3. Military surgeoo, 1st class, 200 ; 
lasist. do.» 2d class, 160. 4. tJnder sui^geon, Ist class, 140; assist, do., 
2d clasSy 120. 5. EHeve surgeon, tst class, 80 ; assist, do., 2d class, 
30. N. B. The last, eleres, are students of the University, and are al- 
lowed to go to the military hospital to attend the cases there beibre they 
ire examined, in order to acquire practice. 

6. How are the Medical Faculty of the University elected, and how 
laid } Aju*'— 'The professors of the medical fiiculty were formerly ap- 
>ointed by the Minister of Public Instruction, upon the recommenda- 
ion (or nomination) of the medical school. Now, however, they are 
ppointed by the government immediately. They receive a monthly 
aJary from the government — ^the professors in ordinary, 300 per month ; 
nd the extraordinary professors, 200 per month. (Six dracnmas make 
'?e dollar United States currency.) 

7. Is there any medical periodical published in Greece ? Ans. — 
Pbere was formerly a medical periodical in Athens, called the .£scula- 
nn«;, but at present there is n(>nf\ 

8. Has modern Greece produced any authors in any department of 
lediriiio. or surgery — and if so, what nre the works and names of the 
tiihors ? Ans, — Up to the present time the following works have ap- 
'■ared. On anatomy, by Dr. D. Mavrocordato (since dead). Physiolo- 
V, translated from the German by Prof. Damianos ; Obstetrics, by Dr. 
Josli, j)ruressor of that branch ; Practical Pathology, translated fipom 
le German of Hufeland, by Dr. Gouda ; and also by the same a trans- 
ition, from the French of Cliomel, of bis work on General P idioloffy. 

9. Are physicians ordinarily employed in obstetrical cases, or a mid- 
ife ? ALns. — Ordinarily, a midwife attends, but very frequently physi- 
ians are called in, 

1 0. What are the most common diseases of the country, and wluch 
re attended by the greatest mortality ? The prevailing diseases 
re fevers of an inteimittent type-^ften fatal when they assume the 
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form of fi cores pemicieuieM ; not precisely malignant, but of amaligput 
type of intennittents. 

1 1. Is pulmonary consumption common ? Ans. — Unhappily puimoo- 
ary consumption is beginning to he common. 

12. Are patent medicines and secret remedies permitted to be sold! 
Ans, — By DC) means — in no instance. 

13. Aie there any quacks in Greece? Ans. — Unhappily they aie 
numerous. 

14. Does the goveram^it impose 'any restrictions on thepncdoeof 
medicme, or state any specific qualifications ? Ant, — No other ifaa 
mentioned under the answer No. 9. iVote. — ^Physictaiis inspect the 
apothecary shops firequently, test the quality of medicines on nie, Ik., 
but no one is allowed to dml in drugs as an apothecaiy till he bu faca 
educated for the profesuon, and liceiued. 



NOTBS FOR A MEMOIR ON TUB PATHOLOGY OF OENTO-MEUftALGU. 

BT A. C. CAtTUBj M.n.| MXW TtttK. 
tC4MMini««lad llir lh» BMtM M^Hai ASd Surgical Jwuml.] 

Chapter IT. 

The continual wear and tear, and the deterioration of the several fy?- 
terns, either in their separate capacities, or combined as they compn?? 
the general animal system ; the natural impairment of certain orgar.^ 
either frum constant, or excess of, functional exercises, and the dezi: 
of a particular organ from such causes as these — in too many instance 
acting upon original coiisLituLiorial defects in their individual organiia* 
tion, may be daily observed apart from, and without regard to, the deiA 
of the body. Or, what is suU more common, and that which mij be 
found in connection with the functional defangement of a particokr or- 
gan, is its degcneraHon, so as to incapacitate it from receiving a props 
healtlw support from the animal economy. In this manner the <»ffik 
cut on, as it were, and losing all its resources ibr its recuperative pom 
as well as being deprived of the vital force necessary to its ezisteooe » 
an organized body, so that it shall harmonize with its partners in tbe 
performance of the animal functions, it necessarily becomes an irritiliig 
agent; and when this degeneration progresses into actu il disease or 
death of the organ, it assumes the positbn and character of a lanklic! 
foreign body. As in other abnormal conditions, we find the ever^waic^ 
ful and self-acting law of nature — ^the fn$ medkatrix naiura — stepping 
with its powerful aid for the purpose of overcoming and removing the 
proximate cause of obstruction, and to heal and restore the loss sustaiafti 
by the animal structure. To this end we find the vital forces cooccn- 
tralc their powers upon the secretions to renovate the injured parts. Mti 
upon the ahsorhents, to remove the vitiating molecules ; as the acuv? 
and well-di-^ciphned forces defending a breached fortress, divide ihar 
offices, the one to remove tlie ruhbish, and the otliir to replace wills 
p'oper materials, closing in and building up the eiiected breach, agaiosi 
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their destrojiog ibes and constant antaggnbls without If Nature, with 
her Ksouices, ner implements and her functions, fail^-contrary to Uie 
laws of the animal constitution— in consummating the end sought after, 
it not unfrequentlv* happens that from constitutional irritatioiis and other 
vitiating causes, the very vital foice brought to bear upon and carry out 
these iDtentions, produces the contrary effect, by deranging the surround- 
iog parts and thereby increasing the evi] and superinducing other iunc- 
tkxial or more disorganizing complications, than the simj^e sJinormal 
condition it was the endeavor to remove. 

Dento-neuralgic affectbns, like many other phenomena of disease, 
would appear to lie, for their elucidation, within the province of the de- 
monstrator of the morbid animal structures. So far, however, they re- 
main altoji^Hher unexplained. Dcnto-neuralgic affections are analogous 
to those plieiKiiiiena charticterizing the morbid sympathies existing be- 
tween organs of distant regions : — for example — the sympathy between 
the glands of the neck, in mumps (cynanche parotidea)^ and the testes — 
and with the rnaramiE in females, and thence to tlie brain ; between the 
uteius and the mammae in various affections ; between tlie kidneys, the 
liver and the stomach, in haemorrhoidal and other affections ; between the 
Schiieidtrian iiu (iibrane and the diaphragm ; and, as we intend to show, 
between the teeth and the wide-spread tentacles, if you j^h ase, of the 
nervous systems — affections which daily present themselves to, and are 
therefore within reach for the observation of, every intelligent dental 
piactiiioaei. Morbid dental anatomy will also offer the ocular demon- 
siiuiive proofs of the proximate cause of each and every abnormal condi- 
tion and appearance affecdng the dental system, plainly indicating, as 
practical knowledge will dictate, the proper means to be adopted for coi^ 
recting die peculiarides of the several disordeis, without the divisioo of 
n«rves, or m any way calling in the adventitious aid of the knife. 

*' As if a roan should be dissected 
To flttd what peit is disaflbeled." 

'Vhc organs most predisposed to degeneration, impairment, decay of 
their structure, and ultimate loss — or, rather, those most apparent, and 
excitini; the immediate and most attention — are the teeth, the visual 
ind auditory organs, and those connected witli the impairment and loss 
of the hair. The enfeeblenient or loss of these organs is impressed up- 
311 the mind as unfortunate occurrences and events of our lives, and 
'omriiands the attention not Iroiii any abstract or philosophical reasonings 
1 pen the cause of abnormal conditions, or the effects of physical and 
>hysiological deprivations ; but from the animal faculties being in a 
neasure compromised, and the sockUy-educated, selfish senses being 
wrought to bear upon thdr gradual loss, and the inconveniences depend- 
nt upon their absence or uselessness, not as adjuncts to the animal 
y slem merely, hut as (among tlie thoughtless} addmg to the individual's 
leraooal appearance, comfort and happiness. Thus the instinctive feel* 
igs may repine at the decay, whibt the mind is lost in vain regrets for 
ae loss of particular organs. It is natural philosophy that teaches us 
asig^atioD ; m the fict that the destructive process is ever on the alert 
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to ovefeome and destroy the natuml or accidental hnpeifeetkms In die 
organizatbii of the Jiving tissues. In the disorganization of the teelli, 
then, we observe the fiist demonstration of the all-powerful amagonidc 
bfluences brought to bear upon and against the representative oigvB of 
the several systems ; the most painful and distressing of which, is ihe 
afiection under consideration, relating exclusively to the teeth and the mr- 
vous system, which I liave named dento-nenralgia. 

The question naturally suggests itself to the inquiring mind, wbal 
produces, or what is the proximate cause of, disease in the teeth— 
gans upon which ao much care has been bestowed, but which often pro- 
duces much pain and constitutional excitement ; with an exclusive and 
perfwt nervous system emanating from the largest nerve, second *m 
importance to none given off from the brain ; with a perfect vascular 
system, and with a numerous and well supplied proportion of lymphaucj, 
complicntrfj with, and uuiiiti[r their offices with the nerves. arltTie^. veins 
and lyrnpiiatirs of the head, face, anns, neck, and organs of respiration. 
The proxiiiiaie cans.', then, may l)e trared to this vitality existing in the 
dental sysicni — tirst, from nervous exc;i"iii' nt and irritahility : and »- 
condlv, the dcgmcralion or atrophy <.A dir iktvous canglioQ in ibe 
chamber and its connectinj^ fibril in tlie nervous r:inal ol the tooth, the 
vascularitv in the dental hone being tlius deNtiovrd. and the nencwj 
fluid or vital jjower. pnn passu, prevented Irom permeating the tnbuli Of 
capillaries of the d lual structuic Consequently we find the substan« 
of the tooth iiiiplicated in this species of consumption, observable and 
demonstrable by numerous changes in its physical — 1 should like losaf 
microscopic appearances, but I fear that if microscopic atoms cooM 
give an account of their demonstrations inversely, the roicroscopist wcdd 
as frequently appear before the gaping crowd at maU m lacis as iti 
atom in proportion is enlarged. The remote or exciting cause in ibi 
second phase of the teeth in dento-neuralgia, is the mechanical fiiioe 
brought to bear upon the teeth by the act of mastication, which wens 
the substance of the enamel and the bone of the teeth down to the la* 
buli (capillaries), by which the nervous or vital fluid filling these capl' 
laiy cells is brought in contact with the atmosphere and other initam^ 
external agents. I shall hereafter show that nature endeavors to make 
amends for this abrasion of the teeth by the secretion and deposition of a 
transparent dentine filling up the capiUary cells, and reodeiing the lootii 
a dense solid substance. 

Another exciting cause of dento<-neuralgia, is odmUalgiaj of wliicb 
neuralgia is symptomadc> and with which it b sympathetic. It arises 
either from the engorgement of the blood vessels, or from an actual in- 
fiaromation of the dental pulp and nerve, from their being cxpsedw 
atmospheric influences and the irritating eiH ets of chemical deconij)0- 
.sition of the suhstance of the tooth ; by the absence of their proieciini 
encasement, foreign substance- nrc al'-o broui{ht in contact with 
nerve and its membi-anes. From this cause odontitis or iDuaoiBi*' 
tion of the bone itself is often produced. 

Another excitinf]j cause of dento-neuralgic afTections is the €\txi^> 
galvanic action of the metallic bases used for arliticidl teeth — al^ ^ 
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electro-galvanic action of metals used for plugging or filling in the hol- 
lows of decayed teeth. I will show how, and why, gold-foil (which 
has heretofore been considered the only orthodox material for the ttcili, 
and,j;£:r 5€, the sole preventive of dental disease and the only hope 
for dental salvation) when plugged in certain classes of teeth, in pecu- 
liar constitutional diathesis, by its ^dlwt deetrthftihmiie action not oa\y 
increues the chemical decomposition (decay) of the tooth, but that its 
exdtatioa of nervous irritability superinduces an abooimal condition m 
these parts, and in many instances b the exciting cause of immediate 
disorganization of the dental nen'e and periosteum by the develop- 
ment of mtro-dental abscess. An evidence of this we have in the state- 
ment of the distincuished dental practitioner^ Dr. Flagg, of Philadel* 
phia, published in the Boston Medical and Surgical Joumal-^that in one 
year he drilled ^tapped ?) into two hundred teeth for intro-dental ab* 
ic e sa a ll of which had been plugged with gold. It will be my object 
to show that metals baser than gold, in this class of teeth, by their 
legative electro-galvanic action, are better calculated as a preventive of 
iiwase, as well as for the preservation of the teeth. 

In proving the correctness of these propositions I anticipate no other 
*eward than the conscious satbfaction of having been the hiunble means 
i£ ameliofating the su&rings of my fellow beings. 



STARVING OUT DYSPEPSIA. 

To the Editor of the Botton Medical and Surgical Journal, 

»iR,— The following case, the most remaikable of the kind I have ever 
:nown, will furnish material for reflectbn to most of your readers. They 
irill, at first, be disposed to doubt its truth ; but I have taken pains to 
scertain the liicts, and have not now a lingering doubt remaining* Blr. 
iobinson is the present keeper of the Ocean House, in Nantucket, and 
I a man of the most unquestionable veracity. Besides his own state* 
lent, X have a written certificate from one of the feniily who knew the 
lets almost as well as Mr. R. himself. 

In September, 1836, Mr. Jervis Robinson, of Nantucket, a man of 
bout middle age, a ship-carpenter, was sorely afflicted with dyspepsia, 
I one of its worst forms. He had tried all sorts of remedies — but to 
o purpose. He had even sought the advice and aid of Mr. S. Graham 
—who happened to be givini; n coursn of lectures where he was. But 
Ir. G. himself, then younger liuui now, was not equal to tlie exigency. 

A frieud, one day, proposed to h\m a new remedy — one which, as he 
lid, had cured an individnal whom he knew. It was three ounces of 
ry Graham hread a-day — one at each meal — and without any drink ; 
id with only one gill of drink in twenty-four hours, and that to be pure 
atcr, and to be taken at three different times, viz., two hours after each 
leal. 

It was a severe trial. Friends protested, and foreboded ; and even 
Ir. li. liad his fears. But, as he says, it occurred lo iiua that be might 
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as well die io one way as another ; and, after some hesitatiGiiy he di* 
eided to go Ibrwftrd. 

The prescriptioii was regularlj and rigidly adhered to lor five iiioBtli8» 
with the following stight exoeptioos. I'he water which was erdcni 
(one third of a gill) was usually omitted after the tkM meal; and be 
sometiDies also omitted one half of his scanty allowance of bmi it 
eveniDg. 

He was in the hahit of masticating hb morsel dowly^^spendiag hilf 

an hour regularly, at each meal. These meals were at 6 and 1 2, A. 

and 6, P. M. He also rose early, and retired early. On rising, he 
took a cold shower hath, immediately after which he walked a mile. 
Dunng the day he was employed either in a grocery or a boaidini* 
bouse* 

The results were as ibllows. During the first two or three weds, 
his skin and bowels were either inactiye or irregular, the renal excretioo 
scanty, and his appetite and thirst somewhat uncertain. His flesh wasted 
at the rate of half a pound a-day. There were, also, some other dis- 
couraging appearanci'S. Friends were verv much ahinned, and he was 
nearly discouinged himself. But his stomach and head ielt helter, aod 
hope predominated. 

The tide soon began to turn. His meals and drink s^dually bt'canie 
satisfying ; he had seldorn any thirst, or any desire for food between meal*. 
The skin became soft and moist ; the kidneys resumed their wonted a<> 
tivity, and the alvine evacuations became regular and free.* The daily 
loss of weight became less, till at the end of two months his weight *a5 
stationary, and remained so about another month, when it began to in- 
crease. At first the increase was slow, but in the fillh month it was 
fully equal to half a pound a-day ; although his whole ingesta, solid aod 
liquid, did not exceed six or seven ounces ! 

His strength and activity increased with the return of his accuslowl 
amount of flesh ; till at tlte md of five months, when he ifismtimied 
his experiment, his health appeared nearly perfect, and he was aUelQ 
perlbrm a good day's work, as a ship-carnenter* His health, even nov, 
after the lapse of fifteen years, is quite tolerable. 

I have thus stated the main fiicts« ft b for the fiiends and lovws d 
physiology and pathological science to make their own inferences. As 
E friend and teacher of hygiene, I have already made mine. Mr. Robin- 
son is a man of ahout six feet in height, of a nerv ous temperament, wiiii 
a constitution somewhat disposed to scrofula* He has made other ew 
riroents of a kind not unlike the feimer, only of shorter duration, uoe 
of them consisted in working two weeks on a ship mt five ounces of 
coarse hread daily ; and another in laboring hard several weeks in 3 
bakery, on twelve ounces of dry bread and two apples a-day, and wholly 
abstaining from drink. At present he lives much after the prevailini: 
fashion of the day, hut says he is soiry he ever returned to it i ^ 




* TTf ■vva'^ not h the habit of wric+m^ any of these ln5;t j but 1 have n^rcrminr-r? hv nrnfU*" 
too that the weight of the solid evacuauoiu could not have bem less ttian about hais a fiati 
jaUy . The uriminMaolt6Uily,MrtkeperepinlNB*-j^llNh^ 
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be was never happier or healthier dian when subsisting on his meagre 
diet. W. A. Alcott, M.D. 

IVea NewtM, iUr., 3iay II, 1851. 



TYPHOID PEVER. 

BY fi, F. DAVIS, M.D.J OF MOKTICELLO; S. C. 

Phtsiologt not having yet enlightened us as to the precise manner in 
which animal heat is generated, in febrile disease, the pathologist has to 
giope bis way in darkness. The true nature of fever is not to be found 
in any revelation of morbid anatomy. Where all is idle speculation, 
where neither the dead nor the living have opened to view the desired 
information, difficulty in diagnosing the numerous kinds of fever, com- 
mented on by medical authors, is of course a necessary consequence. 
Hence, in the *^pirit of inquiry, and undrr no other impul'^f. tlie remarks 
of the present article^ be the caption as it may» will be thrown together 
and ai randuin. 

Sj)onidic cases of typhoid fi-ver excite within us no special wonder. 
That we have continued fever in the South, is a self-evident proposition ; 
but it is not less true that tliis contiiiued fever, he it the sequel of re- 
niiitent, iniemiitlent or catarrhal fever, is a widely-dilt'erent disease from 
tlie typhoid fever of the North and North-west. Typhoid fever is essen- 
tially adynamic, its most imj>ortant lesion being that of the intestinal folli- 
cles. This follicular lesion constitutes its great flesh-iiiark. We are 
aware, it is true, that local lesions vary at different times, in different 
climates, and under different circumstances. This great truth is not hid 
even fh>m the common eye. Anatomically, typhoid diiiefs from typhus^ 
both are contagious, both are really ibrms of continued fever, some 
pathologists have, indeed, divided all continued fevers into typhus and 
typhoid ; though the absurdity of such division has long sbce been 
beaten down by the general current of enlightened opinion. In my own 
practice, in South Carolina, I have never seen the cutaneous eruption, 
with other diagnostic symptoms, of genuine typhoid fever. Stdl, its 
existence, I am now satisfied, is not an open question. Whatever may 
have been my doubts on this point, and doubts until recently entertained, 
it can be of no interest to the profession to be informed. Dr. Cain, in 
m letter of late date, informs me that he bad repeatedly witnessed in the 
autopsies of patients, dying in Charleston of typhoid fever, the ulcera- 
Cion of the glands of Peyer and Brunner ; and, not long since, so I am^ 
adviaed, he exhibited to the students, in attendance on the Marine Hos- 
pital, the follicular lesions so distinctive of typhoid fever. Again — Dr. 
Oirkson, in his valual)le Essays on Pnthology and Therapeutics, treats 
'Xten-:ively of this form of fever, adducing inconlrovertihle (>v!(!»'nre of 
ts being a separate and distinct disease. Withal, this does not ( -l ihlish 
he fact of its existence, of the locum tenens, in the upper and middle 
•ountry of South Carolina. It does not rebut the wide-spread belief in 
ts non-cxisu nce, either here or elsewhere, in the Southern States. It is 
iue to the southern physician that all the facts, for or against, siiould be 
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filed on the record. If the existence of typhoid amongst be a naked 
fact, where is the positive evidence ? Where are the authentic and re- 
liable data on which we can safely stand ? Protean forms of fever, and 
all sorts of disease, are yi arly springing up to tax our judgmeni. If. 
tlicrefurr, tyjihoid fever oljtain in the South, differing, too, in its semei- 
ology frcjiii dial so geneniliy recognized as incident to this form of fevtf, 
are there none of your country correspondents who have had caseiof 
the kind under treatmeDt, and of which they roa^ have onde aatopanl 
exanihialimis ? If so, ue not all of us [uoleasioDally entilM to ike 
benefit of that testimony } 

It has been said, fx ezample> there is eveiy veason to beUere thit dre 
disease b dowly, but regularly extendmg westward tbioogh North CnO' 
Una, taking in a belt of counties every year, its invasion bei^g frora the 
lower or eastern counties of that State. Now, this is mere mitlvof 
opinion. That it may be true, I do not doubt ; but, m medical scimoe, 
truth loses none of its Ibice by official authenticity. 

It is also said to have prevailed in many of the upper districts of South 
Carolina. Where ara the facts, the pathological facts, to prove it ? As- 
sertion b no aigument— mere hearsay carries with it perhaps less weight 
m the temple of justice than it does in the dissecting room. At all 
events, it should be treated with far less ceremony in the latter tbtn ia 
the former hall, and for a very obvious reason. 

Durinf^ the past year, within my range of practice, nearly every nst 
of fever tended to assume n. Typhoid flinn. INotwilhslandini^ all this, ia 
no! (I singie case roald 1 diagnose true typhoid fever.-— C^orkxtoit JMi^ 
£ai Journal and JUview, 



OVARIAN TUMOR REMOVED, PER VIA8 NATURALEd. BY CATHB- 
TEDI8M OP THR FALLOPIAN TUBB8. 

SEPOKT£D BY SAMUEL A. GASTWlUQilT, M.D., HXW OAIXAMS. 

March lOtb, 1850, 1 sent for Dr. Wanen Stone, to consult him isis* 
gard to the propriety of extirpating a very lai^ and hard ovarian to- 
mor, in a patient of inine, Mis. * * a small, delicately-formed lad;, 
of sanguine temperament and scrofulous constitution, lately from it 
country. The patient herwlf wanted an operation performed, aod 
came to the city for that' purpose. When 1 told her that it wmiii 
require an incision two feet long to extirpate so large a tumor, she re- 
plietl that she did not rare if it were three feet, as she had rather die 
than live to suffer os she did. A tormenting strangury, from the pres- 
sure of the tumor on the bladder, annoyed her very much, day zrtl 
night. She was about 19 years of age, had been married two years, 
and was very feeble, pale and emaci'ited. She said that the tiiroor 
had been growing from her earliest recollection, but it had not hwoiat 
so large as to incommode her much, until after her mairinf^e ; she hoi 
taken iodine and its preparations, for a long time ; had bi-m twice nl'- 
▼ated, and so far from derivnns: ;uiy benefit, srrew wciiker. a[id the tu- 
mor con tinned to enlarge, bhe was aiso aiilictcd with bronchitis aD<s 
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ulceration of the throat, which she attributed to salivation. The tu- 
mor made her look as large as a woman in the ninth month of preg- 
nancy ; it was hard and irregular to the touch, and seemed to arise 
from the left ovarium ; it would incliDe fiom side to side with the po- 
sitioD of the body ; a proloogatioii of the tumor had slipped down 
between the bladder and uterus, and so much eompressed the vagina 
as to be in the way of a speculum exarobatioo. As the case was 
beyond the reach of medictne, the resouroes of sui^geiy were invoked* 
After a careful examination, Dr. Stone came to the conclusion that a 
suig^al operation would be too hazardous, and in all pfobability iatali 
in consequence of adhesioos of the tumor to the bladder and contigu- 
ous viscera. 

The patient was put on a course of prolo-iodide of mercury, com* 

bined with cicuta ; the tincture of iodine was applied externally, and a 
tincture of pareira breva root advised for the relief of the irritation of the 
Uadder. This treatment was continued for seven or eight days, the 
patient gro^ng weaker and the tumor larger. The disease of the 
throat became so annoying that I found it necessary to apply the nitrate 
of silver frequently to the ulcerated and inflamed tonsils, and to sub- 
stitute tonics for the iodide of mercury and cicula. 

On the 18ih of March the patient consented to a speculum examina- 
tion ; the uterus was rather under the usual size ; there was no loucor- 
rhoeal discharge, congestion or inflammation ; the mucous surfaces were 
in a slate of anaemia, being pale and exsanguious. A very small gum- 
elastic catheter, with a wire in it, after repeated efforts, was introduced 
into the uterine cavity. The passage of the catheter through the coarc- 
tation, called the os internum, gave some pain, and caused a faintish, 
sick sensation ; but this is nearly always the case in probing a healthy 
uterus, and the operation requires some address and a proper instrument, 
or it cannot be effected. The small catheter was withdrawn, and a 
larger-sized instrument was passed with some difficulty through the cavity 
of the cervix into the uterus ; it penetrated about two inches ; on being 
withdrawn, a little blood, as usual, followed. 1 now concluded to try 
CMtheterism of the left Fallopian tube. With this view, the catheter, 
containing a wire, was flexed like the male catheter and passed through 
the iuaform cavity of the neck into the triangular cavity oif the utenis 
self; the wire was withdrawn about half an inch, so as to make the pomt 
of the bstrument more flexible, and was carried forward in the direction 
of the ostium uterinum of the left Fallopian tube. It entered the tube 
mfter a few triab, and after penetrating about an inch, it seemed to enter 
a. cavity or expansion of the tube itself; it was pushed forward about 
an inch and a half more, seeming in its passage to encounter a soft, 
yielding substance ; it was then withdrawn ; a glutinous substance foU 
lowed its withdrawal, which I recognized to be a hydatid formation. The 
same catheter, with a very tapering point, was dipped in a solution of 
nitrate of silver, a drachm to an ounce. Several minims of the solution 
were drawn into it by working the wire in the calibre of the instrument ; 
it was then passed through the uterine cavity into the Fallopian tube, 
tintii it had penetrated the tube three inches, when it was moved about 
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in the cavity of the tube, and the wire moved so as to eject the caustic 
solution throutrh the eyes of the catheter, among the hydand ry^t? that 
the instrument had readied ; on withdrawing it, a semi-mcmbranou?, 
tenacious substance, with dark specks interspersed through it, not unlike 
frog-spawn, presented itself at the mouth of the uterus, seeking a!i exit, 
but too thick and glutinous to pass freely. Finding it too sou and 
yieldintr to he drawn away with the forceps, a little raw cotton wa5 
passed around a })n)ue, so as to entangle the viscid substance, and bv 
tumini^ the probe the stringy matter was wound around it, and pulled 
out of the uterus in lont^ mucilaijinous ropes. The supply seemed to be 
inexliaustible. Tiie patient being much fatigued, the operation of draw- 
ing away the hydatids was at length suspended ; nevertheless they on* 
ibued to come away, per niat noficnifeff, for a week or more. In the 
meantime, the tumor was reduced to less than half its ibrmer ne, ad 
grew softer and less painful. The catbeterism of the Fallopian tobe^ 
with the catheter filled with a strong solution of nitrate of silver, wis 
again repeated on the 3d of April, the 1st, 7th and 13th of Maj« At 
the last operation no more hydatids or viscid fluid was brought amy; 
but at all the other operations, they were not only biought away at the 
time, but continued to pass off for a week or more after each catbetmL 

The day after the last operation, the patient left town for the set* 
shore ; her health had begun to improve rapidly, her pains were gone, 
and her abdomen was reduced to near its natural siae. While atoeot, 
her health appeared to be entirely re-instated. 

Last autumn she returned to the city, quite well, though some fulnesi 
and hardness could still be felt in the hypogastric region, the efi^xt^rif 
the former adhesions, verifying tlie accuracy of the dia^nc^is madp by 
Dr. Stone, of wiiose skill in surL^ei v New Orlenn? is justly proud. S*»fl 
after iier return she had an attack of fever, which, as is usual, :^ouLht 
out the weakest part, and the ovarian rerrion a-jain became the sent of 
painful sensation, which, with the dj>tension from dysp('[>tir flatulet]'>». 
made her apprehensive, for some months, tliat she wa» nut cured; but 
her general health improved in the course of tlie winter, and she was 
enabled to dance, waltz, uiid walk about town as actively as almost any 
other woman. Ahliough she sulTers somewhat from painlul distension ia 
the abdominal and pelvic regions during her menstrual periods, and is dys- 
peptic and flatulent at such times, yet, when that is over, her fonu i$ 
quite sylph-like. Her bronchial disease is cured, and the l^ocoplileg- 
masia is giving way to the rosy hue proper to her original sanguioe 
temperament. 

As this is the first case of ovarian tumor, as fiur as I know, whieb 
has been treated by catbeterism of the Fallopmn tubes, I have tfaought 
proper to report it. 1 do not consider the operation as always a difliaiH 
one ; because, when the ovaries are m a moibid state, the Falboiu 
tubes are, in general, much more easily catheterized than in the heutfay 
condition. I doubt its practicability in a state of health ; possibly it 
might be effected during the catamenial period. The same important (NM* 
tical law obtains in regard to the uterus itself, it being geneially easier lo 
probe when in a morlnd state, i have succeeded in curing some (Staa 
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of djrsmenorrhoea and sterility by catheterism of the Fal]o]uaD tubes, se- 
lecting the proper time Sat the operation ; but as its virtues in this re- 
spect are already known to the profession, it is unnecessary to dwell up- 
on the subject, farther than to say, that New Orleans can show some as 
unquestionable evidences of its efficacy in sterility as London. — New 
OrJeant Mtdietd and Siurgkal Jmanat, 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON. MAY 11, 1861. 



KDTrOHlAL CORHESrONDENCE. 

G0nften<tno;p2e.— After leaving Smyrna, the passage through the Darda- 
nelles was delightful beyond any thing in the whole course of my voyagings 
ID foreign lands. We were but a few miles from land on either side, and 

every island, every promontory and inch of terra firma above water, was 
classical ground: — the plain of oncienl Troy — Mount Ida — the great 
mounds over the remains of Af-hillcs, Pelrochlus, ^neas and Hecube — 
each of which mounds would yield, I doubt not, materials for a dij-sertatioii 
of 2reat interest lu the archseoiogisi, were they exjvlored^ — for they remain, 
within, precisely as they were left by those who made them. Without re- 
counting the particulars of the side scenes — the Hellespont, where Leander 
swam across to Hero— or the phases of character in the vessel, where 
there were praying Turks, smoking Arabs, veiled beauties, enveloped in 
large white sheets, that no man should see them ; Greeks in such breeches 
as are seen no where else; slaves, soldier?:, officers, dervishes, monks; 
G ermans, Italians, English and French, all staring at each other as oddities 
hntli in physiognomy and dress — I must come directly to the business of 
dialing iliat I am now svnting in Constantinople. No descriptions of the 
beauty of the scenery, the grandeur of the appearance on approaching the 
Golden Horn from the Sea of Marmora, or the loftiness of tne Mosque of 
St. Sophia, comes up to the real impression the first sight of the imposing 
array of public and private edifices makes on the mind. I shall not think 
of attempting any thmg like a narrative of what is to be seen or what I 
have examined. The Turks never take a census, therefore the population 
of Constantinople cannot he ascertninrd; y^^ it is conjectured to stand in 
the neighborhood of 850,000, and periiupN iherc may be more. The city 
is far superior, wiihiti, to what I had anticipated, from the relations of tra- 
vellers, and from personal experience in most of the great cities belonging 
to the Ottoman emoire, which I have ranged over. Most of the streets are 
narrow and crookeu, but being up hill and down, they are drained of the 
waste water thrown into them from the dvrellings. Rains, too, clear them 
of ofTal, that in Cairo, Jerusalem, Damascus, Alexandria, Rhodes, Cyprus, 
$<CQ. &c., is a source of di-enso and perpetual offence. Some of them will 
admit of the movement of a carriage — hut of all queer things, Constnnti- 
ni3pie coaches arc the tuost absurd contrivances imaginable. They hare 
liO seats, but contain two persons, who sit on the floor facing each other— 
And are drawn by one horse, led by a driver. The body is carved and 
j\ Ided atrociously. Horses, very plump and finely proportioned, are stand- 
ing all the while at certain stationst for hire. Donlties are noil patroniaed 
^exe« as every where else ia the East. The water is alire with thousanda 
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of light, long, narrovir boats, called caiques— pronounced ea^ks^iipearin; 
much as though they were made from a log. One man rows cross-hsoded, 
the voyager sitting flat down. There is no safety without resigning one- 
self to the direction given on stepping in, as they roll over instanter. if a 
mismovement occurs. Most of the walking for sight seeing is doue m 
these boats. The baznr'^ nrp extensive — being tnilps upon miles ia 
length, were ihey strai'_:ii'.(Mie 1 nit ) lines — ^ihat I have given over the inien- 
tion of seeing liiem all. Vou travel iiours together in narrow streets, lined 
with small shops on either siJe, and covered over head by heavy archei— 
the light being admitted through glass windows. In all other Tttrkish iiid 
Arab bazars, the streets are covered by mats, reeds, poles and vines, ai 
they could be procured. All the druggii^t wholesale dealers are together; 
andi I verily believe they are a medicine-taking race, or it would be impos- 
sible that so many hundreds of these could be sustained. Each one ha? a 
sign by which his partirnlar stall is known, instead of his name. Soirt; 
have a miniature ship, another a miniature mosque, a third t!ie head oi ai» 
animal, a fourth a mortar, a fifth a key, and so on. Then the shoemakers, 
silk twist dealers, sword and pistol merchants, tailors, saddlers, gold tbwii 
dealers, and dry goods merchants-^he latter very numerous. Groceo 
made a feeble show, owing to the smallness of their stalls, and the exbibi' 
tion of iheir stock in baskets. It is usual for pretty extensive dealen in 
many parts of Syria to keep all they have in straw baskets, or bag rostj, 
quite exposed in the street, through the day. A five dollar customer woui 
clear out the establishment, and perhaps make the owner's fortune. X 
capital of 10,000 dollars is incomprehensible to thousands of these kind of 
merchants — for that sum, well buried out of the reach of the goverooieil 
harpies, would be thought an inexhaustible fortune for coming geoeratiooi. 
One very long bazar Is occupied on one side by pipe makers exclusively— 
where you not only see more mouth pieces than thero are saints in tlie 
city, or amber, glass, and precious woods, but a perfect multitude of men. 
silting on the floor near the edge of the street, and turning out more pie^^ 
with bow laths. Tliey hold the point of the chisel with the toes o( either 
foot, just as perfpfilv as we do with our hands. This education of tb* 
muscles of the leet, to give mechanics the advantage of four hands, inateajl 
of two, is an every day affair. I have often witnessed their expertnessn 
using tools between the great and second toe, all over the parts of Aai 
which I have been viewing. Embroidery stalls ara immensely Domefoof. 
All these people are fond of tinsel, lacework', and needle-skill on their 
clothes. A Turkish fop is a monster to look at, on account of the exin- 
ordinary figures, sprig?, vines, and kinkum crankums wrought by nee:!Iw 
on the corners of his cloak, between the shoulders, and down the back. 
Then they carry a bouncing big silk bag for holding tobacco, brilliant 
gold figures and tassels. The females are excessively fond, loo, of sucli 
showy siufls, and their handkerchiefs, shawls, napkins and doilers are lato 
with sprigs and lines waving in gold thread. A shoe bazar possesses ot- 
usual attractions. They manufacture easy articles for wear ; but soci 
boots and shoes — so big, so red or yellow—«annot be found any what 
else. Corns the people cannot have — since there is no compression, m 
the custom in all these countries of Asia Minor is to take off the shoes oa 
entering a hnu?e. All the merchants arc cither barefooted or in their 
stocking feet, in the bazars. They reach, while sitting, whatever is calleu 
for. The women are singularly fat, as we see them walking, followed 
their .slaves. Their faces and iiands, the little that is seen of them, haw 
a sallow, tallowy color, aud their flesh seems to shake like a tumbkr" 
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jelly. Living on sweetmeats, leading indolent lives, and never enjoying 
the influence of the sun's rays, must ho injurious to them. They all dress 
precisely alike, as far as I can judcfe, being well concealed in while c:au2e 
or thin cambric fabout the head ; the body in very loose gowns, one over 
the other, and liieir yellow boot-s, the legs of which are short and slovenly 
about the ankles, forced into large, clumsy, spongy, peaked-toed shoes, 
down at the heel. They are to be commiserated, for they are nothings 
in the world. The palace of the sultan, called the Seraglio ; St. Sophia^ 
and some of the mosqaes, are worth a close examination. I was delighted 
with the Hippodrome — an oblong square, still kept open, at one extremity of 
which is about half of an Eiryptinn obelisk, a heavy granite cohiinn, raised 
on a marble pedestal, some ten feet from ih^ ground. It rests on lonr rnp- 
per blocks, placed on tUc top of the marble block. How it was raised is a 
mystery. The bold hieroglyphics, from the base to the apex, sliow the su- 
periority of the old Nile stone-workers over all other races. Near by, is a 
portion of a bronze pillar, representing three serpents twined together ; and 
farther on, a column of Venetian origin, apparently a hundred feet high, 
of hewn blocks, which already leans considerably, and bids fair to tumble 
down before long. On the spot where were once feats of horsemanship 
that were never yet surpassed, and scarcely imitated in the modern Hip- 
podrome m Paris, a servant was breakini^ a horse to a rude rnru Of the 
burnt column, those who have a description of it may be interested in hear- 
ing that it is hooped all the way up, with strong; iron bands, to keep it to- 
g^ether. I went down into the ancient cistern, ilie whole covered with 
arches, standing, so say all, on one thonsand columns. It is half filled 
with earth and rubbish, but it is still a very mighty underground place. 
N'ear the entrance door some people were winding silk. Water was run- 
ning rapidly, very deep down, in that neighborhood, which we could see 
by peeping into yawning wells, without curbs. Thousands mifrht tumble 
into these wells, as unquestionably they have, and their recovery would be 
utterly impossible. The waste of human life by violence has been terrible 
in the many revolutions to which Constantinople has been subjected, from 
liie time of the Greek emperors. 

The Turks have no genius ; and, like children, they mar, break and de- 
stroy whatever they obtain from others. Constantinople was a beautiful 
city when they got possession of it* All their present fioeRt public edifices 
were then here, with few exceptions, and they have merely altered their 
names, and converted them into holy Mahommedan places of worship. 
The bronze doors, tanks, spirals, domes, and all the splendors of .archi- 
tecture, that strike the sfrnnger, are of Greek orirrin. A modern bnildincr, 
erected by the present sultan, called a Ininb, for the reception of tiio body 
of his father and some niemljers of the family, is, however, truly elegant, 
and quite at variance with the usual creations of the native mind. It is of 
white marble, and covers a large piece of ground, besides embracing a 
garden. The immediate tomb is an octagonal room, between 40 and 50 
f(pet in diameter, with many immensely large, high windows, secured out- 
ride by gilded iron gratings, and within, hung with rich drapery. About 
he npRrtment are sarcophagi — probaljly over ea<'b crrave. These ar^ rnr < d 
A'ilh rich dark wood boxrs, inlaid with pearl, m endless devir* - — p artly 
•overfed with cloth. The ifunb of Sultan Mahnioiid, the llrst reiormer who 
;ver had possession of the Ottoman throne — the man who had the firmness 

0 exterminate the bloody Janizaries — is indicated by a red turban, bearing 

1 feather. Some of his children and wives, making quite a cluster of 
hese pearl-wrought boies, are on either side. Near l^, at an angle of the 
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pqrolonged buildinn;, is a fountain, with btass cops, chaioedi for the thirsty 
to quench their thiry^t. Drinking" places, with -^nckini: tubes, as in ibe waifs 
of mosques in Cairo, or with a servant always in attendance, to hand a 
drauirlit to whoever asks, are common, and are maintained by the perpeiua; 
enJovviiicnts of Mussulraen, wlio in this way, just before death, thought la 
purchase heaven. Morals, ia the East, are totally independent of reOgioQ, 
and no way aflfect or interfere with a man's profeaeions of righteeasMM. 
A man may here commit crimes every day in the year* which in the Uoiud 
States woold send hira to the state prison for lifo, and yet be classed smin^ 
the pious, devout followers of the prophet* I am sorry to add, tbatniiiy 
nominal Christians are beh'eved to be equally involved in these atrocicas 
deeds, into the commission of which they have insensibly (alien by a lofig 
residence in the East. 

With regard to the much-talked-of progress of this government, ii is 
very certain it has not advanced a whit beyond the personal eflbrts of the 
late and present saltans, who have some energy and considerable foieaght 
into the probable fate of the kingdom. I have been atudj^ing the chancier 
of the sultan for months, in view of the changes he is trying to efiect Ao 
American gentleman, who has long resided here, says that hia majesty ii 
a man of g^ood intentions, who is laboring single handed, since not on^^of 
his native subjects comprehends an idea not sii[rg:e?ted by the Koran, or lae 
command of his royal master. There is at this moment a colos?*a!, palate 
like struciure in progress, the walls and roof bein*; c()rn[)ieled, which is loi 
aa university. This is an emauatioti Iroai the mmd of die sovereign; bal 
who are to be the fiienlty I Probably not one among the Turks eouM icidt 
the elements of astronomyi or explain a principle in natural philesophj. 
They know nothing of the classics, of moral phihMophy» of mathenatici. 
nor a word of any art or science that enters into the composiiion of edaca- 
lion. Probably the Mahommedan priests will soon gel possession of it, 
and then it will de^^^enerale into a great Koran school. There is not a", 
academy, or preparatory institution of any kind, so far as 1 can learn. 
fitting youth for a coUei^e course. Of the medical >cliool, it has beer, iii 
some repute for the ma I iulcic Lure of surgeons lor ihe uniiy and navy, h 
was located in Pera, near my lodgings, surrounded by a high wall; but it 
took fire, as every sort of edifice does, in torn, in this city, which is su^ 
up of wooden houses of all sises and altitudes ; and in the conflagisiui 
the cabinet and apparatus were wholly consumed. The school is now 
lodged in a wing of the artillery barracks, near the termination of Golden 
Horn, at the European side, near where the river enters. Some French, 
but Italians principally, have the administration of its afiairs,and of course 
it will be likely to dwindle into nothing. If the snlian calls in Europeta 
professors for the literary department of the university, it may seem W 
flourish while he lives, but it cannot live if Turks are to be the studesti 
They cannot be improved : the race is stationary, and any idea that mty 
be entertained by philanthropists or Christians of converting them ts lis 
true religion is as preposterous as the drainage of the Atlantic Ocean. 



Virginia Lunatic Asylum.— The *• Report of the Eastern Lunatic AiT- 
lum, in the city of Williamsburg, Virginia," with an ** Essay on AsyisBS 
for Persons of Unsound Mind,*' by John M. Gault, H D., Sopennteoda|. 
has been received. From the Report we learn that there have beenio- 
mitted into the Asylum from September, 1849, to October, 1850, 234 
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tients ; 145 males, and 89 females. The number discharged was 18, be- 
sides 22 deaths ; making the number in the institution at the date of the 
Beport, 193. The physiological register, which is embodied in the Beport, i« 
not only a new feature in such documents, but one from which much benefit 
might be derived in a diagnostical and prognoetical point of view. The table 
describes the weight, pulsation and respiration per minute, color of eyes, 
color of hair, temperament, complcvion and race of 468 patients. It is, 
altogether, a well-drawn -up report, evincing talent of no ordinary charac- 
ter. The Essay is also well written, it beinor the substance of reports 
which were presented to the Association of Medical Superinteiiiietits held 
in this city last June, and which have since appeared m the American 
Jonmal of losaDity. 



Gregory on Eruptice Fevers. — *• Lecturer on Eruptive Fevers; as now 
in the course of delivery at St. Thnmas's Ilosjiitai, London. By Geo. 
CJregory, M.D., F.R.C., Uc. First American edition, with numerous ad- 
ditions and amendments by the author, comprising his latest views; with 
Doles and an appendix, embodying the most recent opinions on ezanthe- 
matie pathology, and also statistical tables, and colored plates, W H* D* 
Bulkley, M.D., Physician to the New York Hospital, kc. S. 9& W. 
^Vood, publishers. 1851. Pp. 379." These lectures are of a practical 
:harncter, and will fill the ?np which ha?? long existed in the cxanthrmatic 
leparimeni of medical literature. It is very true that much has been 
vniten on eruptive fevers, but we have seen no work that would excel 
he lectures of Dr. Gregory. The notes and appendix by Dr. Bulkley, the 
American editor, are truly valuable, furnishing a large amount of useful 
itatistical information relative to the contagion of smallpox, measles and 
scarlet fever In some of our principal cities. We anticipate for this worh 
he demand which its character so justly merits. 



American Medical Asjiociaiion. — We are iiitlt bted to Dr. Samuel Pork- 
aati, of this city, one of the delegates to the late meeting at Charleston, 
Of the following condensed account of the proceedings, and of the manner 
n which the members were entertained by their hospitable South Carolina 

riends : — 

This Association has just concluded its session at Charleston, S. C. 

^he members, who represented a larire mnjority of the States of the Union, 
ssembied on Tuesday, May 6:h, in the hall of the St. Andrew's Society; 
nd after listening to an address Iroin thr- President, Dr. Mussey, of Cin- 
iunati, Ohio, proceeded to the choice ol utiicers fur the ensuing year. 
Ir. Moultrie, of Charleston, S. C, was chosen President ; Drs. Hay ward, 
f Boston, Welford, of Petersburg, Va., Arnold, of Savannah, Geo., and 
. B* Flint, of Louisville, Ky., were cho.^en Vice Presidents; and Drs. 
lesaussure, of South Carolina, and Gooch, of Virginia, Secretaries. 
The principal business of the Convention consisted in the reading of 
jveral elaborately written reports, hy vrirfoiis Committees, on Medicine, 
urgery, Midwifery, Medical Liler;i:nrf% Medical Education, &c. All of 
lese were well prepared, and exhibited clearly and distinctly the progress 
lat haj* been made during the past year in these various branches. The 
Ijournment took place on Friday, and Richmond, Va., was appointed for 
le Dcxt place of meeting* 

One measure adopted hy the Association deserves more particular men- 
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tion, as calculated, in a very considerable degree, to advance the uses of 
the Society, and to assist io the progress of the science it endeavors to fos- 
ter. This measure is as follows. By a Resolaiion, the Societj voted to 
dispense in future with the Reports upon the various hraocbes of medloBe 
which it has been act usiomed to receive, and which, however veil |in* 
pared, must necessarily he for the most part merely a retrospect or cob* 
penditim L'"athored from iho various journals, and in their stead to zwr en 
to diflerenl CcMniiiitiees a number of subjects of interosi in Medicine and 
Surc'orv to l»o reporifd iijion at the next meeting-; the Chairmnu of each of 
these Cominillces to be chosen by tlie Society, with the power to select two 
gentlemen to serve with him. To carry out this intention, fifietn subjecii 
were referred to the same number of gentlemen. All of these subjects aic 
on points of interest, and much valuable information must necesaaritf be 
elicited, especially as many of them have reference to points of Iocs! in- 
vestigation and importance. Furthermore, a Committee of five 
to receive communications for publication, and to decide tipon their fitness 
for a place among the Society's transactions. The majority of this Cora' 
raitlee are from Boston, and it is intended that the members shall, in «u-- 
ceedinj^- y(^ars, be chos(.'n from other parts of the Union in rotation. Tbu 
Comniiilee are also empowered to offer tivc prizes, of fifty dollars each, for 
the five best essavs that may be presented upon subjects to be chosen bjrtk 
writers. This change, thus briefly indicated, in the action of the Soneif, 
cannot fail to give a stimulus to medical research and study in all parts of the 
Union, and the meeting at Richmond will undoubtedly show its goodeflecu 

As one of the gratifying circumstances of the present meeting, and io 
which our city may tale pride, may be mentioned, that the prize offered a 
year since was obtained by Dr. John C. Dalton, Jr., of Bo>ton. for a trea* 
lise upon Ovolog-y. This paper was spoken of to the writer of this notice, 
bifure the naine of the successful author was known, as of a very rcinarii- 
able character, and as being accompanied by drawings in a very high stj^le 
of art. It will appear, by a vote of the Society, among its transactim 

In conclusion, we would allude to the elegant and profuse bospitalitv 
which was extended to all the members, not only by the medical gentleiwi 
of the city, but by many of the citizens who are interested in scientific 
pursuits. To describe these attentions would be itnpossihie ; it will 
sufficient to say they were unceasmg, and there is no one of the memben 
but must always recur with pleastire to his visit, and ackiiowledije thaiiQ 
hospitality, kindness, and devotion to strangers, Charleston mu»i UaiuHi 
palm from every other city io the Union. 

Tkt Ptimt Mediant JBtumesf , and ^ duiif of Phynekms vriih regard to tt— 
Editor, — t was pleased to see, in the last oomberof your Journal, that the iis- 
portant question nas been a<;itated by pome of our district Societies, aiul thai tk 
movement hai* been seconded by some of the pliysicians in liiis ciiy, as to wheliiK 
it is not the duty of the physician to discountenance the manufacture and»il«rf 
nelent medicines aiui noAtrums, in a more decided and emphatic manner thao ha 
heretofore been adopted. 

As the matter now stands, the phy*;ician, thmisrh perhaps unwillinizly, i? f*??^ 
into the necessity of aiding and abetting quackery, by purchasing bis fnediiiMe» 
and sending his recipes to shops where nalent medioioes are made and sold, fna 
the &ct that all onr apothecaries (with a raw honorable exoepUoiiB) deal in Dortn* 
to a f;:reater or less extent. 

This trade in quack medicines is a dishonest business. It is not, or ought Di<i^ 
be considered respectable, and it is the duty of physicians to discountenanos fti t 
Is a dishonest bnsinesSj beeaose by reason of nlse representations, and boasb' 
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brgetl certincates. it hoUla out tu the iuvaliU promises wliicit cuiiiiol be fulfiUed. 
rhe consumptive^s last dollar is drawn from his pocket to purchase some worthless 
'ompouiid, which, in the simplicity of their hearts, he and his fiiends are led to 
jelieve will restore him to health — a hope founded on these false statements of the 
Mtent medicine dealer, but soon to be quenched in death. This is but oue ilios- 
ration — ^wilt any one say that snoh a bushiess is honest t 

It is not a re.ipectable business. The man who puts out his decoy si^ in some 
illey or lane ol the city, and by false promises, ia high-sound inL^ afivrrtisf ments, 
md hy an iissumed name, promises to cure secret diseases" bv -t uict reuieilies, 
II a .short lime, according tu the uricu liie tuo-bHlievitig uufuiLunalu uue is able to 
y&Yy is itot caUed respectable. We do not call the man who aids and assists him 
espectable, and he does not consider himself worthy of respect. He is ashamed 
>f himself. Is the manufacturer or dealer in such secret remedies, though in a 
nore splendid establtshmentj and patronized by the regular physician, is he so far 
tbofe me quack doctor that some of the censure majr not apply to himi Cei- 
uinly not By misrepresentation, these nostrums are placed bmbre the public; 
he apothecary, if not directly interested in their manufacture, buys a supply, say- 
ng, to relieve himself of the res|X)nsibility, that people trUl be humbuggeid, and 
le might as well have the piuiit of ii as odiers. A poor excuse, truly. 

It is the duty of physicians to disoounteoanoe it, by all means in their power, 
>ecause it is a dishonest business — (one reason in itself sufficient) — because it is 
►r ought to be disreputHble. and because, by combining the dispensiuj^ of medi- 
cines with the trade ui quack nostrums, the medical profession is degraded by the 
ionoection; the villainous compottods or aTownseiia, a Brandreth, and a MoffiUt, 
ire fended at the same counter where the prescriptions of physicians are conip 
>ounded — the broad and comprehensiTe term " Pharmacy,'' being made to cover 
he whole. 

By ihe exertions of physicians, this state of things can be remedied. When 
ipothecaries are aware tliat their shops will not be patronized and recommended 
yy the medical faculty, as long as they continue to deal in nostrums, they will be 
I j^carded from their shelves, and the business confined to a few disreputable shops, 
laving no connection with the respectable drug business. These nostrums will 
ye made and sold to some extent, but let us clear ouiselves of all connection with 
he traffic. This, I believe, is the state of feeling ameng the profession geneially 
—at least, so far as I have any knowledije of it. 

By these remarks, I onl v hope to excite a spirit of inquiry among the members 
»f tliu profession, and 1 hupe before long to see some decbive action taken in the 
natter, that the laws may no longer remain a dead letter on the books of the Mas- 
Achusetts Medical Society. A Mbmbkb or th£ Mass. Mso. Socibtt. 

T%t Amivfrsary Me^Hufr at WorcesUr.—Memben of the Mass. Med. Society are rofbrmerf 
hal tickcls ("or coiivoyuiice lo Worcester and back, at $11^, may be nf iniiiet! at this office, nAer 
o^ytSud also at ihe B. and W. Railroad Ticket O^e oa li>» morning of the 27 ih and SCSth 
mu Tht tirketo wiH Iw taken in any of ike raniliir tiaint to Worcester, on IVtesday or Wed- 
(csday, aod in those from Worcester, TVnidiy, Wednesday, or I'hursda y. Tralaa leave Boatoa 
a the moniiiic at 7A and 8 o'clock. Gko. Stcvzms Joncs. 

CludrmtM Cmmittf pf AnwtgtmaUt Stifolk DiHriet Mtd. Soekhf, 

N. B. A sinailar arran^erocnt has been made with the Wejtem and ibt; Providence A: Worces- 
cr Railroads, by which memtiers residiqg in the we«t«c& and loalhem com tie* will be able to al- 
end the meeting' at half the asaal foret. 



Damatable (Ms.) Dist. Mrd. Sodd^j-^AX a meetii^ of thj$ Society, hold at Barnstable, May 6, 
851, Ihe following gentlemen were deeled ollieers >-Dr. B. W. Carpenter, of Chmkam, Pnt^ 
'rnt ; Dr. Jonathan Leonard, of Sandwich, V. President , Dr. S. II. Gould, of Drew»le^ Acc'y; 
3r. (teofse Shove, of Yaraumth. Treamrer; Drs. E. W. Carpentnr, Aarou Cornish, Jonathan 
>onafd, George Shove and 8. H. Goold, Cttmn; Dn. Osorge 8hove, G. W. Doane, 8. H. 
jould and T. WiUon, CommUtn, £. W. CAapavTca, iWl. 

8. H. Goold, Stc'y. 



Bristol {Mats.) District Mtd. SociUy^Kx the annnal ne«lin| of Uiis Society, held in Taunton, 
March 19, 1851, the following rcntlcmcn were elected o(Reer« erthe Society fcr the eaeulnr year : 

Dr. Johnson Gardner, of Vue de/Ean. Prtit: Dr. Joseph H. Hatch, V. Pre^t : Dr. Tlr.uide- 
H Fbelps, of AtUeboro'. StcrHary and Treasurer; Dn. Benoni Caipeater, Johnson Gardner and 
:teles Howe, Coimtetton: Dn. Caleb Swan, M. R. Randall snd Phbese Ssvnry, CoMort; 
Dti. F. Smxmy Md immm B. Dean, Librarians. 

Nonc&F-'ne lepoii ofdsslhi, iviiboltnr nsltsr* ii aeesMuilj dafc i ied liD ihseeii aunbsr. 
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A Petrified Corpse in Wueaiuin, — ^We find, in a WiscoDsin Jooral, 
the following very extraordinary case of rapid petrification. On the fiOdi 
of August, 1847, Mrs* Phelpti, wife of our informant, Abner P. Phelp«, 
died, and was buried at Oak Grove, Dodge County. On the llih of April 
last, she was taken up to be removed to Stroni^'s landing. The coffio was 
found to be very heary, and the hotly to rei lin the features and propor- 
tions. After its removal to Strong's lantiiiiL:. a distance of forty-five 
miles, the body was examined and found to be wholly petrified — converitd 
to a substance resembling a light-colored stone. Upon trial, edge loois 
made no more icnpression upon it than upon marble. In striking uponlbe 
bod^ wiik a metal, a hollow ringing sound was produced. The disease hj 
which she rjime to her death was child-bed fever and dropsy, and wbea 
the body was buried it was very much swollen. The ground in which dtt 
had been buried was a yellowish loam, and the body Jay about three feit 
above the lime«iock. 



Shocking Death of a Pkyrician. — Mention was made in a prerioQi 
number of this Journal of the shocking manner by which Dr. E. Morer 
came to his untimely end. Below will be found the particulars of the 
dreadful nccident, for which we are indcHtod to the New York Observer. 

Dr. Morey, of Westville, N. Y., started April 16, to visit a patient at the 
junction of the Constable and Mulone coads, in Burke. He was over- 
taken by night at Constable, and remained there until 3 o'clock, A. M., of 
Thursday. With a spirited horse and (rail gig he then left* and whes 
within a short distance of the Burke line, the right wheel of his gig ran 
into a deep hole, causing him to break the seat of his gig, and fall on the 
wheel, which carried him forward of it and then ran over his shoulder, 
thus bringing him immediately under tlie gig, with his face turned up- 
wards. The injury might have ended here, but in falling his right foot 
slipped inside of the shaft, under the floor of the carriage, and w^as held 
there by an iron bolt which held the seat to the floor, and which, striking 
in his instep, lore through his boot, rendering it impossible for him to ex- 
tricate his foot. After dragging; about a rod, the horse apparently rnoDing 
at full speed, he reached up and caught the hind part of the shafts, sad 
held himself from the ground for thirty or forty rods, when he again dra^ 
ged, his hold being loosened, probably, for want of strength to hold him- 
self up. The horse ran nearly three mile?, nnd tlie doctor, as appears 
by the trail of his body, held himself up at three difl'erent times, for 
the distance of one hundred and twenty five rods ; being still alire 
and holding himself up when passing Goodspecd's, in Burke, some 
three or four uules from the place of his fall. When found, his horse 
had travelled seven and a half miles in lesa than an hour, over the 
roughest of roads, and was walking slowly homewards, while the life- 
less corpse dragged in the mud, divested of nearly all the upper dfltb« 
ing, his gold watch also trailing by the string, with his arms and torn 
garments behind. His flesh was horribly mangled, hut no bones wrr? 
broken. We have never heard or read of a death more revolting sod 
painful." 



A new edifice Is to be erected in Cincinnati, during the present sensor. 
for the Medical College of Oliio. Its style is to be the domestic goliuCt 
and it is intended to be not inferior to the best in the country. 
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ON MEANS FOR EFFICIENT VACCINATION. 

lY am, M, LtSSm, SSq., M.B.C.t., X..8.A., STATIOKART YACCIHATOE OF TUX, N. T. E. 

(^icciiVA,iiON9 as a safeguard against smallpox, being a poinl of great 
mportance to the ooinniuDity at large— ssd having iattily caused a di^ 
nisskm at the Roval Medioo-Chiiuigical Soeiely-HBlioiiir me to ofier k, 
*ew remaiks en the sul^t : whbb, with all due deferenoe, certainly 
Mat fnm some ohservations expressed by Dr. Gregory at the time, and 
n a letter subsequently, wherein he states, that " the fwohibition to 
Boculate ▼accinated persons is uoiveisal, and ouglit to be repealed." I 
im sttOQgly of the opinion that a repeal of the law of this couirtry» ui 
hat respect, would be injudbious and mischievous, leading to many un* 
oward results— oot merely, or even so moch^ to the individuab Uiem^ 
elves, as to others — by frequently producing epidemic variola. In the 
ase recited before the Society by Dr. Webster, we find that one at» 
ack of variola (after vaccination), did not prevent a recurrence of that 
ILsease teiTninating fatally. Many cases have been known of persons 
narked from early life willi variola, dying from a subsequent attack— 
econdary smallpox being usually dangerous. If, then, smallpox, with 
is numberless pustules, and dangerous concomitant fever, cannot always 
mpart perfect immunity, why should vaccination be expected to accom- 
)lish more ? — being in itself more mild, and limited in its action. Other 
iifectioiis diseases, as scarlatina, pertussis, rubeola, &c., which usually 
)ccur but once in the same individual, although frequently exposed 
hereto, will under particular circumstances recur. What peculiar 
;hange may take |:)lace in one attack of either of these diseases, to pre- 
sent a recurrence, and its " modus operandi " on tlie animal economy, 
[ leave to patliologists and physiologists to determine. I believe much 
o be effected by the specific irritative fever accompanying it ; so with 
mccinia— « due quantum of Ibbrile action should be inaoced, by a plu* 
ality of vesicles ; and not to trust, as is often done, to a single one to 
mpart peimanent security ; Ibr I have generally lound the modification 
>r subsequent variola to be in die inveise ratio of the severity of tho 
Mevious vaocmatioB— vis., that where it oocors in persons having four or 
ax vaccine cicatrices, it is mueh more modified (and not fiital) than 
vhere one or two scars only can be fijund. Vaocinatioo, lo be e/-ficfBn^ 
md impart permanent security, must be mi^fMwC Some peculiar con* 
MilutioDS are more amenable to certain mtidicfaeft than otheii. Thus 

17 
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may ptyalism be caused in one individual by a grain or two of ralonie!: 
but llie majoritv of y)orsons require more to produrp the same aeuon. 
Who can prof^no^^tirale how small a portion of nn^n ury will invariably 
prove a salivat!!tL dose? Now, vaccine lympli '^liould he administered 
in a saturating dose (if I may be alJowed the tamj to uupart more thai 
a temporary protection. 

I am aware that some of mv mcdiral brethren arL,^ue tiiat one dim 
of certain animal poisoab will 1)\ itux ulation freely infect the sysiem ; il)i^ 
may be the case with variolous pus, inducinsj innumerai)le pustules; ». 
likewise, one syphilitic wound may, in due time, cause extensive ropia, 
eczema. <Scf but the analoi^y is lost with regard to vaccine lymph, bein^ 
in ibtlf so much rnoie limited in its action, producing only a vesicle, the 
seat of puncture, and not a general eruption. The object, then, withsomild 
an agent, should be to make as strong an impression upon the oonsun* 
tion as poBsible, to Deutralize the inherent predispoflition to nccm 
«na])pox ; and I believe the prophylactic power much to depend upoo t 
due amount of pyrexia accompanying the progress of the vaccine US' 
ele, and eapeciall y during the existence of the areola, and to be of gntfcr 
mten»ty with half a dozen vesicles than with one only. This wis ik 
opmion of my late father, and publnhed by him as far back as the jev 
1612 ; and the more I see of vaccine practice, the more I am con- 
vinced of the accuracy of the observation. I have seen very few p<!r* 
sons bearing Jive or six distinct cica triers, who have subsequently taken 
variola ; all, however, highly modified^ and in no one instance terminat- 
ing fatally J the modiGcation being c^enerally in proportion to the number 
of vesicles that had been employed: on the other hand, many cases 
with one or two well-defined cicatrices, more or less severe, some w- 
modified, and occasionally fatal. These last are the cases where, to 
inoculate with smallpox pus, would prove not only dan [jerous to them- 
selves, but likt-lv To di'^'scminaie a loathsome and destructive dt^";»5<*. 
far and wide, lor in thfins' lves the variola would not in all pmhaWity 
assume a papular form, notconiafrions as reported by Cazcnave in Franre. 
and by Dr. Gretrorv b<>fore the Society : but. in the vesicular or puftuly 
form, more or less modilied, and in proportion infectious ; a papular ap- 
pearance being only likely to oreur in those who, beinir better protected, 
might have taken the disease by exposure in a similar form. I trust 
government of this country (as well as of Austria) will not be induce! 
to repeal the existin? law, prohibitinor smallpox inoculation, nor retract 
the offer of a ttimpoiaiy residence in ISewgate to any person whosbaS 
infringe that law, and thereby introduce so direful a nest aniong5t hrt 
Majesty's subjects ; whether a law would he beneficial to render vacci* 
nation compulsory, is a matter for eon^dmtion. 

1 do not consider any person to have been satisfactorily or eflbctosBf 
vaccinated, or likely to continue permanently safe, who can show butt 
single cicatrix ; nor have I out of more than forty thousand patieais 
whom I have vaccinated, ever certified a esse on the vaccine registers 
(kerfect and satbfiictory with a single vesicle, but recommend re-vacdaa- 
tion at a future period, not smallpox inoculation. 

I agree with Dr. fiailiam's remark, that ^ sufficient stress is not bii 
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upon the distinction which we thought ought to be drawn between per- 
fect and imperfect vaccination ; many of the latter. \w beheved, were 
those who were affected with variola." And also in his remarks respect- 
ing vaccine cicatrices, many erroneous opinions might be avoided if more 
attentiCKi were bestowed upon the dilTerence that exists between the 
good scar and the spurious ; also between the genuiue vesicle and the 
spurious : nn experienced eye may usually detect the distinction. 

In tlie report rend by ])r. GrP£!;ory before the Society, of 2854 pa- 
tients admitted into the Hospital from 1844 to 1850 iiirlusive, it ap- 
pears that ol" the unprotected more thai} one thud died — viz., j^** ; 
nherea^, of ilie vaccinated (hoivever ynriialhj ) only one in twenty, or 
These futures do not agree with the table appended to bis letter, 
n the same number of the Lancet, nor does one column tally with 
mother. It should be borne in mind that this mortality took place in 
:he old hospital at Kinf,''s cross, where of late years it has been noto- 
'ious tliai many died of hospital miasm rather than variola, per ac, and 
>( the vaccinated, amongst adults only. It is to be iioped tliat the mor- 
ality may in future be {greatly diminished by modem improvements in 
iie new buildin<i, aiul the salubrious air of Higbgate. 

1 am much surprised to learn from Dr. Gregory, that " he had never 
een modified smallpox in the young, either in private or public practice : 
icither had he read of it in books, or heard of its occurrence abroad : it 
vas only to be found in the adult." Dr. Snow stated having attended a 
•Ase under three years of age. It has fallen to my lot to have seen dozens 
)f cases of modified variola in children, after what I have denominated 
mtial vaccinaHm, showing that such will not prove prophylactic for 
* the period of fifteen years." Space will not allow roe to quote nume- 
ous cases, but I niust for the present content myself with the following ; 
ind referring to a letter from Dr. Gregory to myself respecting *' E. 1. 
^, aged V2 years, who died in the Hospital, Dec. 19, 1830, of con- 
luent variola; no cicatrix perceptible" (reported to have been vaccina* 

by me, but the name cannot be found on the register). On visiting 
he family, 1 saw a brother of the deceased, tmder thrte years of age, 
laving one cicatriXt with twenty or thirty vsakAom pustules ; also a sister, 
'?ed 16^ years, m'tk three distinct cicatrices on each arm, with about a 
\ozen papuhe. On the other liand, many instances might be added of 
inger security, where vaccinia bad been employed in fj^rraicr qvan- 
ity and inten.sitij, as in my propria persona, vaccinated in each arm 
a 181 L and frecfinMitly expf)sed to the contagion of variola. 

I consider re- vaccination of great importance ; for when persons have 
een frcelv^ vaccinated in infancy, tlie second insertion, even after an in- 
'Tval of twenty or thirty or more years, usually produces but slight ac- 
ion, proirressing only for a few days, thereby proving that some pro- 
•hylactic power still exists ; whereas, after partial vaccination, the effect 
5 more abundant, and frecpiently as regular, as in primitive vaccinia, with 
reolae on the eighth or tenth day. It is reasonable to infer, tliat if the 
itter ca'^es are ca[)able of receiving vaccinia a second time, wuh such 
iiteusiiy, they might sooner or later lake variola; and that such re-vacci- 
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nation may put tliem on an equality with tliose vaccinated for uio firsl 
time. I would mention, that since the 1st of January last 1 have in- 
spi^cted 108 cases of re-vacc/inalion (of all aj^es, but mostly adults): of 
thirty-seven, hcarint; from one to three cicatrices, much effect w as pro- 
duced in thirty, and sii^iiht effect in seven; whereas, of seventy-one, wiih 
from three to six cicatrices, much effect in five, and slight effect in sixty- 
5'^— showing the value of quantity and intensity, in prinoilive vaccina- 
tkMi, to effect protection for a leogtbened period. Some inoculated pcf- 
80DS, and others who have had ** natural " smallpox, are as susceptible 
of vaccinia as those are of re-vaccination who previously liad been but 
partially vaccinated. 

Much might be said vespecting the quality of the lymph to be em- 
ployed, the period of taking it, manner of preserving it, mode of apply- 
ug it, Sic. These are all points of interest, but which it is oot my pr«- 
sent intention to enter upon, nor m\\ space permit. I believe tbat, witk 
due precaution, vaccination is capable of producing as much securitr, 
without the danger, as smallpox boculation ; not forgetting the valosUe 
opinion of Chomel, that we cannot fairly exact more from vaociBt- 
tion than from the smallpox itselC 

Should any of the foregoing remarks induce some of my brother offi- 
cers in the vaccine-field to wield their weapons more (reely (not destnie* 
ttvely), my object will be AiUy gained, and much kiss of life prevented^ 
Lomcn Lancet, 



CA8£ OF CARIES AFFECTING THE ANKLE-JOINT— RfiCOVtaV WITH- 
OUT AMPUTATION OR EXCISION. 

BT T. D. LBS, M.D., MXW TOKX. 

Thb patient, Lewis Tilton, was born in New Jersey, and is now 43 
yeai-s of age ; is of good constitution and temperate habits ; is by occo- 

* pa lion a moulder in an iron foundry, uud has worked ai tiie business kn 
the last fifteen years. 

August 23d, 1844. — Patient says that his health has not been good 
for the last four years ; that when slightly indisposed his lower ex- 
tremities always give him pain. In the summer of 1841, he bad a ss* 
perficial bum over the whole of the left loot, which was caused by meh* 
ed iron falling into his boot* By this bum he was kept from his iMisineB 
for one month, at the expiratbn of which a fistulous ulcer formed akog 
the under surface of the phalangeal bones of the left great toe, which 
resisted many attempts to heal it b^ palliative surgery ; but gave hb 
but little inconvenience. Patient is now confined to his bed. He 
complains, without having been subjected to any inordinate exposure, of 
chills, heat and pain over the whole body ; but the most acute paia is 
referred to the anterior surface of the left tibia* The limb soon ht- 
came intensely inflamed, from the commencement of the middle thini 
of the tibia, down to the phalanges of the toes. Patient was now pit 
under antiphlogistic treatment, both general and local, for one weeL 

^"^ifBpctuation was then detected over the middle third of the tibia aat^- 



Digitized by Google 



Caries affecting the AsikU^oinU 



riorly, and nn incision made down to ilie bone, which gave vent to 
about sixteen ounces of pus. Tlie bone a]>peared heaUhy, and the in- 
cision soon cicatrized, leavin*!: this part of tlie limh sound. Several 
small abscesses now pointed about the ankle, which were opened and 
found to contain small pant ies of carious bone loose in the pus. On 
further examination it was found that the lower extremity of the tibia 
and of tlie fibula, the astragalus and the posterior part of the os calcis, 
were in a state of caries. A probe could now be passed freely through 
the centre of the joint without any inconvenience to the patient ; and 
the rough stirfacea of the bones could be heard grating on each other as 
the joint was moved. The fistulous uicer was now ]aid open its whole 
length, which effected in a few days a complete closure* 

September IOth.<^P8tient has no feveri and does not complain of 
any pain. The discharge of pos is about eight ounces daily. Appe- 
tite is good ; sleeps mod hy ni|ht» Patient was now advised to make 
beefiteak the principal article of his diet. He was seen daily, and it 
ivas thought that he was obedient to directions ; but On the 52fl(^ of 
^pteraber he admitted that he had ordered his beef cut ttosa tlie part 
where there was the most fat ; and finding that beef did not furnish as 
nuch fat as pork, he quit the former for the latter article. Previous fo 
Jiis attack he had never had any appetite for fat meat of any kind. 
Pirmi September '•ZOxh, to January 1st, 1845, patient was confined to 
lis bed. His appetite for pork continued without any abatement. Of thb 
irticle he would sometimes eat more at a meal than an ordinary laboring 
nan for the dav. The quantity of pus continued as before, about eight 
nnices daily ; and floating fnv^rnents of bone were often observed. 

water was the chief local application, it being the most cot.iforta- 
He to the feelings. Up to this time the patient gradually lost in flesh, 
'"rom January 1st to April 1st, the quantity of pus gradually diinini lied. 
The patient now began to f^aiu strenn^th slowly ; and as his plumpness 
ncreased, his appetite for pork and fat gradually declined. Same dress- 
nn^s continued. 

April lOlh. — The joint is now all closed except at one small onfice, 
f barely sufficient size to admit a probe, and from whicli there is no dis- 
harge. t^aiieiU walks abont without anv inconvenience. 

May 1st. — The orifice is completely closed, and the joint free from 
isease. Patient has returned to his former employment, and does the 
ime amount of labor as before the attack. From May 1st, 1345, to 
^ebfuary I9th, 1851, there has not been the slightest renewiil of dis- 
aae about the joint, nor any pain occurring in either limh ; while his 
eaith has been better for Uie last five years than lor several previous. 

Prumt Anatomy of the Joint — ^The tibia has lost one fourth of an 
ich in length, and rests upon the os calcis, with which it is anchyloased ; 
le fihula has bst one and a fourth inch in length ; the body of the 
itragalus is reduced to the anterior extremity ; the os calcis has lost 
ie inch of its posterior extremity, and is nearly on a line with the tibia, 
'here is flexion and extension, with slight lateral motion of the part 
r the foot anterior to the tibia ; the scaphoid moving on the extremity 
f the aatragalos, and the cuboides on the os calcis. 
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The limb is ooe inch shorter tbao the other ; and the foot ooe indi 
shorter than the right ; while the tendo-Achillis lies in close contact vith 
the tibia. Patient walks without a cane on a high-heeled boot, and 
says the limb is as strong as the other. 

For a somewhat siimlar case the reader b referred to the London 
Lancet, July 1st, 1848, page 5. In this case it appears evident that tbe 
OS calcis and astragalus were in a state of caries ; but it was bt lieved 
that the internal parts of the ankle-joint were not implicated. Paiieni, 
though in failing health, strongly objecting to amputation below the koee 
or at the ankle-joint, and wishing to retain his foot, Mr. Thomas Waklcy 
determined to remove the os calcb and the astragalus. Tlie operatkn 
was performed with success ; several small abscesses formed about the 
joint, which healed, while there remained flexion and extension of the 
foot ; so that with a high-heeled boot and a stick patient could walk 
very well. He returned to his former employment, that of a tailor, in 
good health. 

The result in the case vvliirh I liave report '<! was most satisfactory; 
whether a spontaneous cure would have resulted in the seroTid, is sotoa- 
wbat a matter of coojecture. — Isew York JourtuU of M^icuie* 



LIGATURE OF TUli SKKHMATIC ARTERY FOR THE CLRE uF 

VAIU COCKLE. 

BT UORACS M.D., Of PULTTSBDHOU, Ji. T, 

Me. W. W., St. ^% of plethoric temperament and active habits, had 
for three yeais suffered from a large varicocele. The ordinar) [lallia- 
tive measures, such as the suspensory bandage, purgatives, quietude 
cold applications, he, had at various times been employed, with little 
or no Denefit. During the last four months the disease had rapidly in- 
creased, and apart from the inconvenience resulting fi'om the enUu i:< meol 
of the entire left half of the scrotum, the patient suffered severely from 
aggravating and dragging pains in the lumbir and hypogastric regions; 
under these circumstances, he was kindly recommended to me by my 
friend Dr. Fitch, of Mooers, with the hope that I might cure htm 
radicalhj. 

On Saturday, the 18th of February, assisted by my brother, I applit^ 

a lif^aturo to the spermatic artery at the point where it passes over tlie 
body of the pubis. A strip of adhesive p]a-t<'r was sulBcient to retain 
the lips of the wound in apposition, rold-wau-r dressinjis were applied, 
the patient ordered to his bed, and the scrotum to be kej)t elevated. 
The wound healed rapidly by the first iniention, and on Tuesday, the 
21st, the j)atient returned home, a distance of thirty miles ; the scrotum 
of the original size, the pain had disappeared, and with it the venous 
enlar^i^ementcj. I have since heard from Mr. VV., and now, near iliree 
months after the operation, there is no return of the disease, and there is 
no perceptible diiinnutioa, or wasting away, of the testicle. 

Every sur«;eon is, or should be, aware of the great and frequentlv sud- 
den dan^ei's aueiiding operations performed on venous tiuuks ; from i 
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slight wound, accidental or surt^ical, suppurative indammation is estab- 
lished, whichj io the majority of instances, in spite of prophylactic and 
curative mea?;ures, leads tlie patient to an untimely grave. Numerous 
have been operations devised and performed for the treatment of vari- 
cose veins of the extremities, and of those of the scroLum in particular. 
The excisKHi of the cluster of veins of J. L. Petit ; the pin and ligature 
of Davat ; the potassa fusa of Mayo ; the compressing forceps of Bres- 
chet ; the diflfemt methods of oblltentkig the venous tnum as prac- 
tised by Phillips, Velpean and Laltemaira ; the temporary Ugature of 
Uston and Warren ; the eascisioo of the scrotum hj AstJcj Cooper ; 
the silveMrire ring of Womald ; and the nomberiess modincations of 
tbese diflbrent plans by ▼arioos operators, are all attended with more or 
less danger, and followed by a greater or lesser degree of bene6t 

Whatever plan the surgeon adopts for the relief of this distressing and 
not uncommon disease, he should always be guided by the following 
indications : — to select that plan least likely to be attended with sup* 
purative inflammation of the cellular structure and its propagation to the 
iiseasesd vein ; and in the second place, to interfere as httle as possible 
with the fiinction of the testicle* 

Fully aware of the dangers and uncertainties attendant upon the va- 
rious plans I have briefly enumerated, I determined upon applying a 
igture to the spermatic arter)% as performed by Dr. Jamieson, of Balti- 
nore [American Medical Recorder, 1825], for circocple, a nn-^ological 
li<tinrtion more nicf than wise, but like many otlirrs of trK> fifqurnt use 
n nicdirine and surgery. The patient lying on tlie siHe of the bed with his 
egs liangint; down, 1 made an incision in the direction of the spermatic 
•ord, over the body of the pubis, and extended it over about half an 
nch ; the moment the integuments and cellular membrane were divided, 
'aricose kooLs bulg;ed out through the op'-nina, which, however, were 
arefully j)ushed, and retained out of the way by means of a blunt hook, 
now incised through the fibres of the cremasler, cellular and adipose 
tnictures, and exposed the cord. The pulsations of the spermatic ar- 
ery were distinctly though feebly felt, as ibu vessel coursed over the 
lubis ; the tense and hard vas deferens at the iliac side of the artery, 
nd the enlarged and tortuous veins above and somewhat to its inner 
ide. With as much care as possible to preserve the relation of tbese 
ifl^nt parts, nor to cut or tear more than was required, the ligature 
ma carried from the iliac to the pubic sides of the artery, in oraer to 
void wounding the veins or vas deferens, and then tightened. The 
btended and tortuous veins immediately collapsed. Toapecaonac- 
uainted with surgical anatomy no difficulty can be encountered m expot- 
ig and securing the artery, while the dangers to be apprehended from 
ther operative processes are effectually prevented, at the same time 
mt the cure is permanent. 

The object ot all surgical measures, being to reduce the calibre of the 
ilarged vein in changing the direction of the current of blood, by the 
[vision or ligature of the vessel, or inducing adhesive inflammation by 
le teinpofaty ligature or compres^n, it follows that as the veins, wh^ 
ler iatemal (spermatic), or external and superficial (scrotal), return a 
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column of blood funiisbed in most part by the spermatic aiten', the 
oblitecation of this vessel and the consequent immediate collapse of ibe 
v^ns, from the dimioiahed quantity of blood flowing through them and 
now derived iiom the anastomotb braoches, must be ioUowed by a 
certain state and time of inaction, wherein the vessels are enabled to 
turn to their ongioai diameter ; while their comparatively empty condi- 
tion allows them to course up the iogiunal canal, and through liie iQt«- 
nal Whc regions under the ileum, caecum, or sigmoid flexure of the coUm. 
witliout being exposed to that pressure from any of these parts, sia^ly ax 
in combination, and which is the ^etu ra! rause of this disease. 

The relative eilt ci ol a iigatun u})on the spermatic arterj' as influ- 
encing the special kniciion of the testicle in the secretion of the semefi. 
is very readily explained ; whether the ors^an is dvlugtti wtih blood. 
Iind increased in its general dimensions [)et tio|)h\ ), or whether it b 
partly starved out and gradually diminishini: and wastini: (auapli) ). la^ 
same results are to be apprehended in both states — aa impaument ol the 
function of secretion, in the one case, from an augmented, and m 
other liom a diminished flow of blocjd, the eliminating process being 
feebly maintained lor a variable period. Tiie ultimate results are, how- 
ever, very different. In one case we have to fear disorganigati on of the 

rmchyraatous structure, and inducing disease which vltirafttely cab 
the extixoation of the testicle ; whereas in the other km, fiom At 
wasting of the organ, the patient is nUmd ffom piesent sitffiariiig, aad 
need apprehend no fiirlher trouble* 

Although the spermatic artery, die direct aouioe from whicfa the lo* 
ticle derives its supply of hJood, is obUterated, nevertheless fincHn its mi- 
meroos anastomoses with branches derived from the perineal, pudic aai 
ingubal arteries, a supply of blood sufficient ht the maintenance of tk 
organ is secured, while the safety and success of the plan I have d^ 
scribed entitles it to the conrideratioo of eveiy professional man wb 
aims to contribute his mile to the general store of iofoimation, and vbo 
wishes not to be led on tacitly by the great masters who within the last 
few years have shed such hriUiant light opon the surgical worid^ 
Noniem Lancet* 



POISONING BY THE OIL OF CEDAR. 
tComiiiaslc«t«d tut tli« BmIob Modioli mud 8«f|lea1 JomrPAl.| 

On the -^Ist of July, 18 — , I was called to see Miss , who. ibe 

messenger said, was suffering from epidemic erysipvhsf, winch pruvaikd 
in this region at the time, and my presence was desired as soon as possi- 
ble. At my arrival 1 lound she bad been already sick two days, 
seemed raj^idly sinking. Her face was swollen and livid, and the v«MI 
of the face, head and neck, were fully distended. Her ejres were sosse- 
what bloodshot, and the pupils dilated; but as the fiatieDt bad beta 
weeping, 1 did not know but the solerotb congestion might in part htif 
been caused by that. 
One half w the hwet lip, and part of the chm» and down upon tht 
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side of the npck, were much swollen, and of a dark hue aliuosi like ec- 
chvmoses fruin a bruise. The tonirue and "iiins, lou, were involved in 
a similar swelling and lividity, and the taiicp? in S|)ots were denuded of 
their mucous CO verini^. The patient seciiu'd much exhausted, or in a 
slate of prostration ; and although she made quite an effort to inspire, 
when the air passed out oi the chest all strength seemed wanting, and 
tlie esfkation was slow, and without assistance from the expiratory mus- 
cles— the chest appeared to fall together from its own weight. The 
pulse was fluttering, feeble and slow, not more than fifty*five in a mi- 
nute, and very irregular. The hands at times were clenched, and the 
jaws 6rml}' 6xed ; but the patient said this was caused by the inten- 
sity of the pain in the abdomen, where the erysipelas had become 
seated— and so said her friends. 

On examining the abdomen, I found it swollen and hot, but with no 
a ppearance of erysipelas extemally» and there was considerable disten- 
sion and ten (I( mess at the pit of the stomach. The skin was dry and 
parched. The bowels had been quite loose the first day, but for the last 
twenty-four hours nothing had passed them. 

Such were the symptoms ; but 1 could not read from them that she 
ivas suffering from er^'sipelas: to me they plainly indicated another 
M3urce for all these difficulties. The family were all very respectable* 
Hid the character of the gill unimpeached. Yet I could not avoid 
1 linking of the Parisian physician, who was politely invited by his 
Vicnd in the city, on his arrival in America, to visit a patient suffering 
Votn a strange and obscure disease. After proj)er invesli<;aiion, the 
ciirned Frenchman pronounced her eivceintc. The attendant said that 
ould not be, for she was not married! " EUc est enceinit ! replied 
he visiter. But," said the family physician, "I tell you that is 
»ot possible, for she is not married, and, besides, she is a member of the 
hiirch " ! ** I do not know vat be dat disease yon call dc mcmbrt of de 
hurshy'^ re[)lied the impeiiLuhable citizen of the gay metropolis, " but 
lis ting I do know, she be euceiute, and vill be ver veil per la emomlie- 

1 reque^sted a private interview with the patient, during w hicli she 
cknowledged to me that she had taken over half an ounce phial roll of 
/hat she called the oil of savin — probably, however, it was the oil of the 
*uniperu$ Vir^niana, as I had known this to be sold by a vender of 
ostrums in this vicinity, as a safe and sure means of inducing abortion. 
lS the phial and the remaining contents were burned up, I had no 
leans of deciding positively which it was, but do not think a patient 
kely to recover after swallowing that amount of the oil of the JwUpe- 
tM Sabina, 

Under the use of Dover's powders, mild laxatives, demulcent drinks, 
dd external fomentations, in a lew days the patient was in the enjoy- 
lent of comfortable health, but she never was very VfeU for two or three 
Kmths from the above sickness, wlien she left town^ and I had no ful- 
ler knowledge of her. 

FfXHn information derived from her, and from others since then, I am 
* the opinkm the oil is not unfrequently taken for the same purpose she 
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had in view ; and have no doubt proper measures would fasten the guilt | 
upon those who incite to the liorrid crime of murder from the miMnUe 
hope of making a little money from the sale of the poboo.*^ i 
fVaierbmy, Vu, May 15, 1851. C. H. CiiSATBLMtD. 



Tlie PAST AND PRESENT STATE OP THE MEDICAL PaOPBSSION- 

HOHCEOPATBY. 

At no period have the means lor the acquirement or difFuf^ion of medical 
knowled^^e been more various and multiplied, than tlie present — by th^? 
increased number ot^ mrdlcal schools, the lectures of learned professcx^. 
the formation of medicdl societies, the writinirs of able authors, ilv 
abundance of periodical publications, and the tliou>and facilities atlbriieu 
by new discoveries and mventions ; and yet, strange to say, the ♦.'steeni 
and respect, in wliich the medic al profcs^^ion is held by the belter iu- 
formed members of society and the j)ubljc at large, was never at a 
lower ebb than at this time. 

This is an anomaly, for which it would be difficult to find a parallel 
—unless we may be allowed, without profanation, to compare it with 
theology-^which, eijually at fault, has incurred the Hke penalty. Both 

Ethology and theology profess to be taught and guided— the one hj the 
ok of nature, the other by the book of God •^whence most of tfait 
which is practical and useful b readily acquired by the diligent bb* 
server. »ut both, in their turn, present a mystery which passeth under* 
standing,'* for the solution of which they are in duty bound to abide 
the time when it shall please their Maker to give them a new set of 
organs, or a higher grade of intellect. But instead of this, with the int- 
patience of their primitive ancestor they must climb the forbidden tree 
of knowledge, where, soon lost among its numerous branches, or bewil- 
dered by their giddy height, they are prone to descend, to ascertain how 
far their airy visions comport with the accredited truths and establishn^ 
facts, upon which they had fondly built, and find them irreconcileabU 
— ^whence confusion of tongues, discordant opinions, muhiplicatioo o£ 
sects, and that unanswerable question, Who shall decide when doctors 
disagree? — which, become proverbial, has made more skeptics, ia physic 
as well as religion, than all other causes combined. 

But dropping the parallel, and leaving theology in abler hands, it may 
be truly said that mrdicine has obstacles to encounter, peculiar to it>ei£. 
Not only has reason, thus misapplied, proved an ignis fatuas to misleac. 
but that experience itself, u[ion which we iiad sujjposed we might safelv 
rely, from the perplexities of the case too oft<m pi oves fallacious. 1:^ 
the treatment of diseases, we do not duly consider tliat many of the' l 
are self-liniitod in their nature, or controlled by the irmate conservati v : 
powers of the constitution — that ernes may often be ascribed to the v 
operative, and perhaps injurious remedies we have employed, ratlier ibsaj 

* For other cases of poisoning bv cedar oil, repoflwt by Dr. S. C. Wtil, of tli« SUM* «f 
York, we this Jourani for My 18, 184i»^Eu. 
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to tfae mjrsterious, but ever active, operations of natuK. Hence the 
iboseof that proverb, ^^poti hoc, ergo propter hoc/^ hat been the pro- 
lific source of delusion in our therapeutics* 

In the exeicise of the art of healing, the department which approaches 
nesffst to certabty is that conveisant with external diseases — ^where the 
oaturs of the case and the result obuined by art are so obvioiis to the 
senses, that he who ions may read— that is to say, the operations, instni- 
mentai or manual, the manipulations and appliances, embraced by the 
comprehensive teem, cAtnnmy* On this and other accounts, surgeiy 
should be made a primary w)ect, in every system of medical education. 
Here the w ell-instructed aspirant treads on certain ground, and has no- 
thing to fear from the rivaliy or impertinent interference of quackery. 
Mo man, without a competent knowledge of anatomy and the general 
laws which govern the animal economy, will venture to perform a capi- 
tal operation in surgery, at the risk of having ius head broken by the 
by-$tanders» But between this, and the general practice of physic, 
there is a wide gulf ; the passage of which, from the known to the 
comparatively unknown — from the circumference to the centre — is to 
be made with fireat caution and circum^^pertion. It is enterini^^ n wil- 
derness, where he has often no other puidc tliaii n loose analogy, or the 
(foubtful experience of himself or others — too conscientious to imitate 
the hap-bazard practice of the thousands, who kill abundantly more 
than they cure, and yet " trust tlx y have a i/ood conscience — and 
verily they have their reward, in thU world ul least. The duties of his 
nji.ssion often require a sagacity more than human, and liis best endea- 
voi-s are not always crowned with success. The ancients seem to have 
liad a just opinion on this subject. In one of the oldest books extant, 
\\ e firul Homer eulogizing the sons of ^sculapius, who accompanied the 
Grecian army as surs^eons merelv — '* skilled our wounds to heal " : but 
\\ hen ii pestilence was raging, the result, probably, of a hot sun in a 
hot cliniaie, acting upon a cainp of a hundred thousand men, the first 
t/iought was the offering of a hecatomb to Phmbu$, This may be 
called superstition ; but, reader, was it not, both in theory and practice, 
as rational to endeavor to propitiate the god who was supposed to be 
Inflicting the calamity, as to trust to in6nitesimal doses of some inert, or 
perhaps hurtful medicine? 

Such in spirit was the practice of Hippocrates, the ackowledged fa- 
Jier of physic^the unequalled accuracy of whose observations of the 
fbenomena of disease, and the wbdom of whose practice, have stood 
he test of more than two thousand years — and such his confidence in the 
ooservative and restorative powers of nature, when by a due regard to 
egimen, left free to exercise those powers — resennngthe exhibition of an 
ctive medicine till clearly indicated — which, however ridiculed by modem 
eroes as the expectant plan," has been found the most prudent and 
jccessful in the majority of d'lseases. And such nearly has been the 
ractice of some of the wisest physicians in all age&— etudious observers 
f the rise, progress and termination of diseases, awniting clear irMlie i- 
ons tor the exhibition of medicines, and carefully selecting those wliich 
strict analogy or experience may to their judgment suggest— prefer- 
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ting otherwise a masteily imcti^ty," and hooefal confidenee in the n> 
Guperative powers of Dature, to the blind ana officioiis interfereDoe of 
aru Not so, however, with the mass, the more ambitious of wbon 
have obtruded system after system, and, promising what they oouki not 
perform, have discredited medicine as an ait, and annulled it as a aeSenee. 

Enlightened men, in an enlightened age, who give the tone to poblie 
opinion, could no longer be blind to the vain pretensions of such a ebn 
of men^-and without taking much pains to discriminate, have lost ibeir 
confidence in the profenion* Such, however, is the love of life or ku 
of death, that drowning men will catch at straws — and thus m exfretmit 
a physician may be called in as a last resoit, or for form's sake, and a 
cock sacrificed to iEsculapios, with httle faiili in his divinity. 

Thus for the last fifty years, the field has been open to adventufeis, 
and they have not been few or inactive. Of this legion, homceopaihy 
bears the bell at present — upon which, therefore, the writer, with all be- 
fitting gravity, will hazard a few concluding remarks. 

A ship that sails under false colors may well l)e suspected of some 
piratical cl^'^Jign. Had the arlvocates of this system, if ^urli it nir^v b*^ 
called, heeii a( iiuiled by a sincere zeal in tiie rnuse at hiiiiianity, or an 
honest wish to promote the usefulness of the h».*alin^f art — instead of an- 
nouncinfr it hy a startling .panidox, or palpal)le untruth, calculated, by 
its novelty and boldness, to astound rather than convince, in short to get 
up a sect in opposition to the «"^tahlished practice — they would have 
availed theniseh es of the acknou It iiirtMl iniperfections of that pr.ictir*^. 
insisted upon the futility of eiupluyiuL,' such a multiplicity of mediciue^ 
of duuhiUil efficacy, recouiinended a more simple mode of practice, and 
greater reliance on the salutiferous efforts of nature, and that ri^id at- 
tention to diet which gives nature free scope for the exercise of her 
restorative powers — to prove, by fair example rather than trickery y lUt- 
superiority of their plan — to prove, in short, that no medicine was belter 
than too much. Such language, decorously urged upon the candid of 
the old school, might have operated as a wholesome rebuke, and remind* 
ed them of the adage — -fas est ab hwte doceriJ* Bnt this would not 
have answered their purpose, knowing, as they did, or ought to have 
known, that these opinions and arguments had been entertained and 
urged long before Hahnemann dreamed in Germany, but nrg^d for the 
advancement of practical medicine, not with the selfish and sordid view 
of founding a new sect upon the ruins of an old one— which is the 
obvkms aim of these innovators. Ddenda est Carthago, seems to be dicir 
watchword— your house most come down, and ours go up— -bjr iDimng 
or counter-m]nin<^, or other art of strategy. To accomplish this, a fiv^ 
ther tax upon public credulity must be imposed—knowing, or shrewdly 
guessin^r, tnat the bulk of mankind are, in this respect, like a certain 
saint, often quoted, more ready to believe a thing bt^cause it is tmpoj aaftfe. 
They are taught to believe that a part is greater than the whole ; that a 
millionth part of a grain of oyster shell is more efficient than the whole 
shelly swallowed at once ; that a vial of this diludon once shaken b i 
panacea — twice shaken, a deadly poison ; with other marvels of this son* 
\vhich when well digested by the proselyte, he may ever after be connsed 
upon aa a pati&rU ! 
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What is to be the destiny of this new aspirant after medical ascend- 
ancy, or rather alter the loaves ami fishes of public lavor, who can tell ? 
This world is given to c han«ie. Metamorphoses, as ^reat us any recorded 
hy Ovid, are taking place daily in all the walks and conditions of men 
and things. Nil aamrari^ to think nothing strange — is the motto for 
him who has long witnessed these vicissitudes. To foretell the fortunes 
of the child of to-day, requires the gift of propheey. The most un- 
promisbg cub that was ever engenderM, may by assiduity be licked into 
shape— 

•* Till often seen, rnmiliar wilh its fare. 
We finl endure, ibeu pit^, tbeo embrace." 

Of horoceopathy in particular, I have only one other remark to make. 
The man who makes this nmiUa mtdHbiu curaniur his rule of action, 
to be consistent must calculate to lead a single life— for he will bardly 
find a wifo who b not tenacious of a very oppo^te creed— cofi^rorw conr 
trarm euraniur, Sbnkx* 



DISLOCATION OF TH8 RADIUS, OF SIX WEKKS* STANDING, RE* 
DUCED BY THE AID OF CHLOROFORM. 

(Communlciited Tor the Boston Modical and Surgical Jonrna].] 

I. H., athletic and di'^sipated, was tlirown in a scuffle, falling for^^nrd, 
his hand striking the (nound, and his antnfTonist falling on his arm from 
behind, dispiarini: tiie iiead of the radius forward. He ap()lied to a 
physician, who, bcin^ undecided as to the nature of the injury from 
much tumefaction of the part, advised lotions, &,c., and rest. Six weeks 
afterwards, 1 was called on to examine it. Tlie swelling iiad abated, 
the joint was slightly hent, and .susceptible of very little motion. A 
surgical friend, whoin I iuviicd to assist lue, applied Jarvis's adjuster, and 
made extension in a line with the humerus uutil the instrument was 
broken, without any benefit. He was then put completely under the 
influence of chlotolurm, and I proceeded as follows : — It was the left 
arm ; the humerus being well supported by tlie assistant, I grasped liie 
aim near the elbow with my left hand, placing my thumb strongly be- 
tween the two bones ; then seizing the wrist in my right hand, the re- 
duction was accomplished by three principal motions, viz., forcing the 
head of the radius outward with the thumb of the left hand, and rotat- 
ing the bone outward and flexing the fore-arm strongljr with the right. 
It required all my strength for ten minutes ; the adhesions were felt and 
heard to ^ve way successively, and when the limb was biought up to 
nearly a nght angle the head of the radius was easily made to resume its 
natural position. The patient was entirely unconscious of the operation 
until he saw his arm bent at a right angle and suspended in a sling 
across his breast. I venture to say that few more unpromning cases, con* 
sidering the kind of dislocation^ the time elapsed, and the quality of the 
subject, are met with in practice. H. N. Mattisoh. 

CeiUremlU, JL I, May 18, 1651. 



Digrtized by Google 



( 342 ) 



THB BOSTON MEDICAL AND SUKGICAL JOUKNAL. 

BOSTON. MAY iS, 1851. 



EDITORIAL COR If KSTON DKNTR. 

Constantinople (continued). — Some of ihe hospitals for soldiers and 
Main«n in Constantinople are well located* and enough expended on then 
to meet the requirements of the sick. I cannot go into particalarv, end 
indeed there is nothing peculiar in their internal afiairs. Many of tbe 
convents have hospitals attached, for the accommodation of those of their 
own creedtf— a;i the Armenians, Greeks, &c. They also take care of their 
own insane. Of the kind of treatment this class of sufferers receive, I 
must defer menrioii fill my return. Besides prnclilioners in ample abund- 
aoce, tiipff' rnf itiaie plivsicians in Cotislanlinopl*' who enjoy an erivia- 
ble reputaiioii for skill, and receive the highest LuniiiieiKlaUoiis, from ihe 
throne to the mud hovel. Even Europeans, and residents from the UnK» 
ed States, place confidence in them, as practitioners. They are called 
M^ingett women — ^which means, as nearly as anything, cure-all females. 
They are generally women fifty years ot age and upwards — a soiiable 
neriod for uncovering their faces — being the wives of Turks, and Ofdioarily 
Turks by birth. Their medicines, as far as I can ascertain, are preny 
much liite the New England diet drinks that were forinerlv prepnrefl hv all 
good mothers, in the vernal season, for their families, whether sick or w.il. 
Whoever makes inquiries, while staying in Constantinople, will be told of 
awfully incredible cures by the gillingecis. The fact is, they know noihing, 
and while they are amusing the patient, nature sometimes gets the opper 
band in spite of them* and a miraculous cure follows. The character of the 
malady is not of the least importance — the remedy always being essen- 
tially the same. I know of a lady who is represented to have an obscoit 
disease of some of the bones, who had sufficient confidence in one of th*:^* 
old women to pass through a series of liquefactions, but no way to hei 

bcfielil. 

Practitioners about town must necessarily be numerous, thoug^h the city 
is a healthful one. How they are found by their patrons is a mydlery. 
since door-plates are rarely seen, and could not alwajrs be read if tfaer 
were. As in Paris, where no practitioner puts out his name, thoee wkis 
desire their services must hunt them out. They ordinarily walk* as as 
attempt at riding, even on horseback, in the narrow crowded atreets, would 
be too slow a movement if they have much to do. Ai)othccary shops, ia 
the Frank quarter, are frequently passed, resembling those of our owe 
cities, but much smaller. Any one may olitain meLlicine by paying for iu 
A nf>w inetiical housu is going up ou the European side of the Bosphorus, 
not far from the new palace, which is also approaching completion, on ib-e 
water's edge — a far finer kingly residence than is usually seen in Cnglan^ 
Prance or Austria. Probably a part of the medical building will be devot* 
ed to other purposes, since it cannot possibly be required for mere iectaie 
rooms, or library and cabinet^. It is four stories high, and as large on the 
ground as Faneuil Hall. The manufacture of medicine for the pubhc 
service may be contemplated, after the customs of Naples and Lrombmrdy, 
Who has been instrumental in coaxing tlie council of state into the erec- 
tion of such a mom»ier habitation, has not been ascertained. I am qtti;e 
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surprised at llie elcpfance and slatcHne^s of yfome of the royal residences. 
The palace on tlie Bospliorus, erected by Mahmoud ihc Second, just bo- 
ore bis death, now in the occupancy of his son, the Sultaii, is lis^hted with 
ras. The marble pillars, the richly ornamented iron gales, ihe masonry, 
Sec, took me by surpri&e. The new palace, which is lo be ready for the 
mcred fomity in three years (five having expired already since the com- 
mencement of the undertaking), is unsurpassed for harmony of architectu« 
ral embellishments. It looks more as I fancy a palace should, than any 
icretofore seen in Europe. At the navy v ird I was equally surprised at 
he beauty, number and magnitude of the ships of war. One carries 140 
^uns. Most of the vessels, hou'cver, nrr' ik'cayinir, and havo a ruinous 
ippearance. Thev are without sailors, and consequently shaaiefully neg- 
o.-ied. Some of the Sultan's steamboats are models of excellence. Of 
;ourse they wi re all manutaciured by European artisans. Christians are 
employed in and about all the public works. They alone have the genius 
ind perseverance to carry out designs in any department of the public 
service. 

A partiality for the science of law has induced me to watch the processes 
n the courts here. Whoever has the most buckshiesh for his honor, the 

^residing judge, is sure of a decision in his favor. Within a year, how- 
'ver, something like a reforinaiion has actually commenced, I am assured, 
n the courts. Cross-questioning has been introduced, an unheard-of no- 
elty before to the stupid Turks. I have beeii present when a creditor 
:omplained of a debtor for not making punctual payment of his debt. The 
ray of enforcing the decrees of the court in such a case, is short and never> 
ailing. If a man cannot pay, and the judge is convinced of his inability, 
le is sent to prison for 90 days, when he passes through an ordeal equiva- 
ent to swearing out; but a day or twq before, the creditor, by hook or 
■rook, will contrive lo get him nut, perhaps on a pretence that a wny is 
)pened for payment, a religious holy day is approaching, and so on ; and 
f he succeeds, he then, by law, can thrust him hack nirain for 90 days 
nore, and even repeat it as often as he succeeds in oulwiitini: his debtor. 
The Rev. Mr. Holmes, from the Uniled Slates, a man who is better ac- 
luainted with the institutions of Turkey than any Frank whom it has been 
ny happiness to meet, assurer me that there are actually good-sized writ* 
en commentaries on law, by some of their celebrated doctors. All their 
arisprudeoce is founded on the doctrines of the Koran ; but there always 
las been, and will continue to be, peculiarities in cases, for which their 
■o called inspired book has made no provision. ConsefjurTitly the cadis 
lave been thrown iipnu their own respim^ibililv. and these piecedenls now 
issume the form of manuscript volumes, to which reference is had in diffi- 
:ulu matters. Some of these have accompaniments, or comments upon 
tomments — Coke upon Lyttleton to give a clearer understanding of 
he author^s views. All these are executed with a pen, nothing being 
)rinted ; for, as often before said, they have neither literature nor the sem- 
>)ance of a printed work. However, let a decision be determined as it 
nay, there is invariably a power behind the screen to set the whole aside, 
)r procrastinate, till both parties die, without knowing which ia the better 
)flr for the lawsuit. 



Smit/i's Minor Surgery. — This work, by Henry H. Smith, M.D., As- 
dstant Lecturer on Clinical Surgery in the University of Pennsylvania, 
s a most useful work for medical students and junior practitioners ; and 
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indeed might be profitably consulted by the seniors of the profession. We 
agree with the author, ' that it is in the very simplest matters^ that the 
young pmctitioaer soonest hesitates ; *' therefore, a woik like thia ia of 
aome Importance, alike for atudy and for reference. Nearly two bondre^ 
pages of it are deroted to describing the method of preparing coon presses, 
tents, and bandages, with their ▼arioua modes of application. In fact 
every thing appertaining to minor surgery is treated of in detail, aided by 
we II -executed en^raving^?. We have given our opinion of this work in a 
previous number of tiie Journal. The present is a new edition, and con- 
tains additions and alterations, which, altogether, make it superior to the 
previous one. 



Meeting of the Massachusetts Medical Society. — The Annunl mf^etin? 
of this Society takes place to-day at Worcester. In our iiexi number we 
shall endeaVor to give some account of the proceedings, ahoald any of then 
prove of general interest. Undoubtedly there will be a full attendance of 
the members, as it is expected that matters of much importance will be 
acted upon. 



New York State Medical Society. — The Transactions of the Medical 
Society of the State of New York, for the past year, has been received, h 
is quite a large document, containing 248 octavo page?. The annual ad- 
dress was delivered before the Society and members of the Legislatures' 
the capilol, in Albany, by Dr. Alexander Thompson. The theme was mr-: 
proper for the occasion, and must have produced a favorable efTeci upoii 
the legislative body. There are included in the volume various papers bj 
meml^ of the Society, on subjects which are alike instructive and inte- 
resting* At an early day, it will afford us pleasure to refer more particu* 
larly to them. 



Hismpdien Sidney CeiUege^ Virginia* — ^The annual catalogue and ao- 
nouncement of the session of 1850-51-52 of the medical department of 
Hampden Sidney College, Richmond, Va., lias been sent us. It nppean 

that there were 90 students attending the lectures, 26 of whom received 
the honors of the Collec^e. We should jiidji;o, from the circular, that ibe 
Fact]hy possess every lacility for furnishing its students with a good mcdi- 
cai education. 



Naming and hrnting Diseases. — It is very curious to read in the jour- 
nals of the day, the names which are applied in certnin cases lo disease*. 
It is evident that the friends of the patient are informed upon the «»!5ject 
by their medical adviser, or else such names would not be given. For in- 
stance, we see in the bills of mortaliiy, that persons die of consumption 
of the throat, liver and blood; neuralgia of the bowels; rheumatism of 
the bowels, &c. kc. It may be well enough for some to apply such an- 
biguous terms to disease in order to cover a defect in diagnosis; yet we. 
think it unbecoming the scientific and re^rular practitioner to give a name 
to any diseased action without some definite conception of its character. 



Obituary Notices. — It is with painful emotions that we see annoonccd 
the death of Dr, Samuel George Morton, of Philadelphia. Dr. Mortoo*s 
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name is familiar to the medical profession and to men of science in every 
part of the globe. His indefatigable zeal for collecting the crania of the 
aiflereot races, together with his extensive research in archsology, placed 
him in a high rank among the scientific men of the age in which he lived. 
Doubtless some of his friends will furnish a biography for the press, part 
>f which we shall endeavor to transfer to our pages. Dr. Morton was 
amon&r the early subscribers to the Boston Idedical and Surgical Journal* 
ind has remained on the list ever since. 

Intelligence has been received of the death of Dr. Wm. L. Wingate, of 
Federalj^biirg. Md. Our informant stales — *• Onr village has lost one of 
ier most valuable citizens, whose place cannot be easily hlled. He was 
isteemed by all, as a physician, citiaen and friend." Dr. Wingate was 
miong the list of our respected southern Bubecribere, and it is a pleasure to 
earn the estimation in which he was held by his fellow townsmen. He 
lied on the 16th ulL, of coosnmption. 

Death by Supposed Mal-practice. — We find the following account of 
apposed rnaUpraciice ia a New York Journal. 

** Coroner Geer, for the last two days, has been eng-o^jed in invesiigatini? 
he cause of death, on Wednes iay mornina: last, of Mrs. Eliza Ann Aus- 
in, wife of John J. Austin, residiug at No. 16 Leouurd street. It appears 
hat Mrs. Austin, when taken sick, was attended by Dr. Belcher, under 
rboee treatment she appeared to be rapidly recovering; but, on Thursday 
ast, through the earnest request of a Mrs. Hartill, an ac(|uaintance of the 
leceased, a self*styled doctor, named Georn^e Hays, and his wife, both pro- 
essing to be clairvoyants, residing at No. 116 Spring street, were admitted 
3 the apartment of the deceased. Hays at once, as is alleged, put his 
nftj to sleep, and while in that state, she said that Mrs. Austin had in- 
animation of the lungs. Hays then applied leeches to the lunirs. and a 
arrot poultice. Some other medicine was ordered, and taken, and in ten 
lOurs after the visit of Hays and his wife Mrs. A. was a corpse. A poet* 
lortem examination was held by Dr. Franklin, of 36 Greenwich street^ 
rho found the coating of the stomach much softened, and greatly inflamed, 
Eiused in his opinion by poison. The right lung was al^o much congest- 
J. The stomach and its contents were given to Dr. Chilton, for analyzn- 
on, who discovered quantities of morphine in it. The jury empannelied 
I ibe case, together with the Coroner, will meet this morning, at the Coro- 
er's oiTicp, for the purpose of lu aring from Dr. Chilton iln' iull result of 
is examination. Hays and ins wile have been arrested, and are now in 
rison awaiting the result of the inquest." 

The late Session of the Amtriean Medical Association, — We have not 
2t seen a full report of the daily proceedings of the Association. Two 

jmhers of the Charleston Courier have been handed ns, rontaintn::^ the 
>ings of part of two days. From the repori of proceedings ou VVedues- 
\\\ we copy the following. 

Dr. Storer, of Boston, Chairuian of the Committee on Obstetrics, read 
e Report on that subject. He stated that he had received a letter from 
r. Thompson, of Illinois ; that be was the only member of the Committee 
ho had aided him in any degree. He mentioned this fact, because he 
id to hold himself entirely responsible for all the inaccuracies, &c. 

Dr , of New York, moved that the Report be referred to the Com- 

ittee of Publication. 



Digitized by Google 



346 



Medical Lhtelligefice, 



Dr. Robertson, of Sonth Carolina, moved that the statisiical tables oi Dr. 
Ramsay, of Raysville (Ga.)t alluded to Id the Report, be stricken oot,«» tbe 
author was not a reliable man. 

Dr. Storer seconded ihe motion, and requested that every member of the 
Association who had observed any inaccuracies in h\h Report, mi.^ht correct 
such errors, as he wished to make his paper as accurate as po55sible. 

Dr. Bond moved to postpone the Report until morning« which was se* 
condt'd by Dr. Gilmari. 

A short debate here ensued ; when it was finallv agreed to re-comrait 
said poriioii of the Report, lo be corrected and laid before the Ar^sociation 
in the morning. 

On Thursday the matter was again called up, when Dr. Storer reported 
that he had erased the statistics referred to yesterday, and that he placed 

the Report in the hands of the Association. Dr. S. said that there war 
objection to his remarks on the subject of Dr. Gilman's paper on the spe- 
culum. He asked tliat he be permitted to remox'e the i3nnece?i«u?T 
expression of oi)inion in regard to that suliject, for althouL:h he con?itior-rii 
his criticism in the paper referred to as perfectly jwsi, he was unwilling U) 
wound the feelinp^ of any member of the Association. 

Dr. Bond, of Md., remarked iliat there were charges iu these repons 
which he did not individually endorse ; bat which go out in a book, aoder 
the sanction of the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Davis, the Report was referred to the Committee od 
Publication. 



Worcester District Medical Soriety—The late Dr. C. W. Wilder,— k\ 
the recfnt annual meetings of the Worcester District Medicn! Society, hell 
on the 14ih inst., tlie followin<r preamble and resolutions were uoaDiraou^v 
adopted, as the voice of the Society. 

Whereas, a distinguished Fellow of this Society, lias, since our l;i>t 
meeting, heen called to pass on to his reward, and believing that duty to 
ourselves, as well as to the departed, requires that the event should bs 
suitably noticed, therefore 

Betolvedf That in the death of Charles W. Wilder, M.D., late of Leo- 
minster, on the 12ih of February last, at the age of 60 years, a Fellow ani 
Counsellor of the Mass, Medical Society, and late President of the Wor- 
cester District Medical Society, we feel that medical science, truth, and 
humanity have lost a friond, and an uident and consistent supporter, and 
the conmiuuily a citizen, lo whom they had given repeated pruoi'ai of lh^*i 
confidence. 

Rest^ved, That by Dr. Wilder's legacy of S&OO to this Society, and of 
930,000 to the Massachusetu General Hospital, for the relief of indigeo: 
patients, be has displayed the generosity of his character, and exhibited an 

exnmple of Christian philanthropy and benevolence. 

Resolced, That we desire to hear testimony to thr hicrh respect whicii 
we entertain for the chnrnctcr of the departed, as an iniflli<j^cni, skilful and 
humane phvsicinn. and that we himem (he loss which we sustain, in com- 
mon with our fellow citizens, and as members of the same profes^iou in 
which he labored. 

Benloedy That we most respectfully tender to the family of the late Dr. 
Wilder our sincere condolence and sympathy. 
A true copy of the record. (Attest.) Wm. D. Pbck, Secr^mj. 
SUrUng, May 22, 1851. 
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Churrhiirs Theory and Practirp of Midwifery. — This is a now Ann ii- 
ran. tVom Uie last improved Dnitliti ediiion, with ruMos and additions hy 
D. Francis Condie, M.D. We are indebted to the publishers for a copy 
of Condie's edition of lijijs favorite text book. The original work is too 
well known« and its value too tiniversallv acknowledged, to require any 
comment. The notes of the American editor are judicious and important, 
and add to its worth. We are ever gratified and instructed by the labors 
of the author of our standard treatise on The Diseases of Children." 

B. B. 8. 



The Botanic Medical Institittp at IVorresfer, — We are glrnl to learn that 
throuijh llie exertions of Dr. (Graves, of Lowell, who has been nn active 
member of our State Senate the last season, the bill that was passed to 
^rant to the Botanic School at Worcester the power of conferring medical 
degrees, which should conTey alt the rights, privileges, kc* of those from 
Harvard University and the Berkshire School, was modified on Satur- 
day, the last d ly of the session, by a provision, that *' the title of the de* 
^e shall be designated by some appellation to distinguish it from those 
of giaduates of other modes of practice." 



New Lunatic Asylum in Massachusetts. — The Committee of our State 
Legislature on Charitable Institutions — Dr. Graves, of Lowell, Chairman 
—have recommended the erection of a Second Hospital for the Insane, and 
iD act was accordini^ly passed, the first section of which is given below. 

" His Excellency the Governor, with the advice and consent of the 
Oouncil, is hereby authorized and empowered to appoint a Board of three 
Dommissioners, who shall purchase an eligible site in such section of the 
Commonwealth as the said Commissioners may deem expedient, and 
:ause to be erected thereon a suitable hospital for the care and cure of the 
; the accommodations of such hospital to be suflicient for two hun« 
Irtd and fifty patients, a superintendent and steward, their families, and 
ill the necessary subordinate oflicers; and the said Commissioners shall 
lave power to make all contracis, and employ all ag^enif, necessary to carry 
nlo ettect the powers hereinhf fore granted : provided, that the aggregate 
?xpenses and liabiliiie:>, incurred by virtue oi said powers, shall not ex- 
reed the amount of one hundred thousand dollars. And the said Com- 
nisaioners shall present all their accounts to the Governor and Council, to 
je by them audited and allowed from time to. time, as they shall deem 
woper." 

Marrikp, — lu Albany, N. V., on ihc 20lb insl., »SitmiH'l H. Freeman, M.O., to Mi«$ Saimh 
■Ilizahcih, (lauj^hicr of Cicit^n Hnwirv, Li4.D^Al Piovidciic«^ R. L» O. DeM, ILDl, of 

li, C»., to Mi»s Kliza A. \Voo*lw ar<l. 

DiKD,— At Geor^town, Mass , tUth insU, David Magbill, MJ>^ LL.D., aged 66^— At Poft> 
Soriand, Orc|jon, Dr. J. C. Iloupcr, formerly of Frankfort. Me. 



UtaUu in Hoiton—fot ihr fortni^ ending Saturday noon. May 24, l-16.~>Male«, 82— lemales, 
4. ArcideniBl, f — npoplexy, l—inflainmaUoa of bowel*, dis«aM of boweti, 1— duaaie or 

'nun, 2— hroiirliilis, ^ — Nirrn, 1 — -ci ri>iim[)linn, 35 — ron^ it^iMns, 2 — ranker, — rrnnp, 5 — ranrcr, 
'— -tiiarrbcm, I— tlfoijs\, '2 — <lrf>pNy uf the brain, 6-— lirowncd, 4— <lebilitv, i— i\xli»u»tioa, 2— • 
stsipdaf, 1 — fever, 1 — lung fever, 3 — lypbus fev«r, I— typhoid fcvcr, 1 — feartet fever. 2— rhoo* 
naiir fever, 1 — frariurc, 1 — hapmorrhaj^e, I — disrnvr t)f heart, 8 — hoopiog^ coupli, 3 — inlenifw?- 
aiire, ]~iiifaniiie, 7<->iuflamRiatioo of kiu^, 2~nMra!in»i», 3~n)easkts. d~^i€uraigi8, !^puerpo> 
a). I— old tig%, 4 —pi attr by, 3 ■ wnsllpot, 5— laoilw^ji 3 ■ dwoMS or thMSt, 1— UMMir, I— 
mown, 2 — worms, 1. 

I'niler A year*, 57 — between 5 and 20 yean*. 14 — betweeu SO and 40 yearii, d3~between 40 
! hi) vearf. 27— over 60 >'earft, \o. Antoricans, 62) fiiraigMMt and ciliMm of IbiabmriB, %L 
Tha above iucludei 21 UeaUu al Um City iMtiluluNia. 
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Ply mouth District Mtdical Society. — A ineetiDg of ibe meroben of 
the Xasrachosetu Medical Society from eevermi of the towns in PIf* 
mouth County, was holdea at Abtngtoo, the 14th inst., for the purpose 
of forming a Pistrict Society, in conformity with the By-Lnvs of the 
parent society. The meeting was organized by the choice of Dr. Tbazici, 
of Abinglon, as Chairman, and Dr. S. A. Orr, of East Bridgewater, Sec- 
retary. It was Voted, That the members present form lheinselve5 into* 
Society, to be called " The Fhjjnoufh District Medical Society and thii 
they now prot'*»p(l to the choice ol otiicers of said Society for the ensuiog 
year. The foliciuing gentlemen were then chosen : — 

Dr. Paul L. Nichols, of Kiogsioo, President ; Dr. Winslow Warren, of 
Plymouth, SeeretMryg Dr. Alfred C. Garratt, of Abingtoo, Treamnr; 
Dr. James fit. Underwood, of Abington, Librarian ; Drs. Timothy G<^ 
don, of Plymouth, Samuel A. Orr, of E. Bri l^ewaler, and Josiah. S. Ham- 
mond, of Plympton, Cent9rs ; Drs. Ezekiel Thaxter, of AbingtoOt andTi* 
mothy Gordon, of Plymouth, Counsellors for the Mass, Med. Society. 

The hr^t stated meeting of the Society, a^! provided by the £y-Lavs, 
wiil be held at Abington, the 2d Wednosday in November. 



Meeting of the Superintendents of InusM Hospite^, — The Association 
of Medical Superintendents of the Insane, met in Philadelphia on Mondar, 
May 19. The followin|]f permanent officers were choson : — Dr. Luther V. 
Bell, of Massachusetts, President; Dr. Isaac Ray, of JEiLhode Island, Via 
President ; Dr. Kirkbritle, of Pennsylvania, Secretary, 

A paper was read by Dr. J. M. Gait, of Va., on the im})ropriety of treat- 
ing persons alllicted with other diseases in ihe satne institution with iLc 
insane. Dr. N. Cutter, of Mass., read a paper on the nature of atramom* 
um and its vaiue in the treatment of the insane. The associatioa were is 
be in session several days. 



Suit to recover for JMedieal Semeer.-*A suit was tried in the Sopremi 
Court in New York, last week, brought by a physician named Ab. Cieve> 
ling, against Jared L. Moore, executor, to reenter for medical seirices to 
the late Mrs. Frances Coy, for a series of years. The items of the bill 

consisted of 400 visits, at S2 per visit ; 250 visits, at $2 per visit ; and the 
balance for attending sundry patients nt the request of the deceased. The 
jury gave a verdict for plaintiff, with S>liH>3. 



Medical Mieeellasw* — Dr. H. 6.' Clark has been re-appointed City Pliy- 
sician of Boston. — In the report of the Grand Jury, that judiciai body 

certify, that after full examination, they found no sufficient cause to indie* 
Dr. William Clark, of Boston, chnnrod with causing the death of Mrs. 
Kosaiina D. Leavitt, bv n'lcmptmt^ to procure abortion, and he was there- 
upon discharged from custody. — Dr. Geori^e Hayward, of this city, dre^ 
the £80 prize from the London Art-Union. — A bill has passed the Legis- 
lature of California, establishing a State Marine Hospital at Sacrameuio, 
and appropriating 830,000 from the State Treasur]^ for that object. — Dr. 
H. J. Anoerson, of Neur York, formerly a professor in Columbian ColicgSi 
who was assoeiated with the Deed Sra Expedition, under Capt. Lyndi, 
has made the generous donation of SIOOO to the fund which baa'beet 
raised for the benefit of the orphan childien of Lieutenant Dale. 
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CASE OF POISOKLNG iiV SULPHURETTED iiYDROGEN CiAS. 
BT TUEODORE 8. BBLL, M.D., tOVISniXS., XT. 

Tuesday, the 926 of April, Mr. Hugh Fercosoii, an oM and highly 
^peeled citiKefi of Louisville, and a Cremian laborer in his employ ment, 
m severely poisooed by sulphuretted hydrogen gas ; and as the subject 
one of 9orae interest, both in the deadly character of the poisonoas 

^t, and the infrequency of poisoning fiom it, I purpose to give the 
3tails of Mr. Ferguson's case, the one m which I was employed 
On the 2-2d of April the German laborer, referred to above, had finish- 
1 a pit alongstde of an old privy pit, and his object was to empty the 
d pit into the new one. He had made two sca^lds in the pit, one 
XMt e%bt feet from the ground , the other about three feet. After tap- 
ng the wall of the old pit, the laborer threw into it twelve buckets of 
aiLTy in order to increase the fluidity of the loass, so as to make it run 
sily. This, however, increased the pressure, and forced out the sul- 
luretted hydrogen gas. About 6 o'clock, Messrs. Ferguson and At- 
□son being present, the laborer descended to the lower platform in the 
!W pit, in ordor to be sure that his work was accomplished. Soon 
ler reaching the platfonn, he^vvas so overpowered by the deadly <rn^^ 
at he sank down, without hcin*' able to make any (ilU(t\ . Air. 
»ro;u<:on thought the man had laintrd, and remarked that lie ^\ as too 
i and feeble to go down into the pit, but added, that he could not see 
9 poor r< How in that situation witbout giving him assistance. He ac- 
rdingly de^< ended, unsuspicious of the noxious agent he was about to 
?et. Mr. Atkinson also partially descended the ladder, hut Mr. Fer- 
?<)n tuiued deadly ^ick, and attempted to get back to the ladder. Mr. 
kinson reached out his haiui to assist him, but the overpowerinsr jcas 
d performed it>; work too effectually, and Mr. Ferguson fell, and (hew 
1. Atklnst)n into the pit. The latter iiad presence oi mind enough 
hold his breath, managed to climb the ladder, and was thus able to 
^e the alarm. If Mr. A. had not escaped, all three of the victims 
tst have died, because their condition would have been unknown, pro- 
bly for houia. 

Air aooQ as assistance reached the place, water was fieely thrown 
wn into the pit, under the vain and mllacions hope, I suppose, that it 
ght e&ert an influence on this occasion, on sulphuretted hydrogen sas, 
»ch no one ever knew it to exert on any former occasion* IVaterluui 
power of destruction over this gas, and its use on this oocaiicMi via a 

18 
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serious evil — it aided in disengaonng more gas by its pressure — it hm- 
ed up ilie gas, and thoroughly chilled the Two victims, from uhose 
faces nearly all the blood had aheady retreated. What can idopp efect- 
iially show the value of sanitary studies, than this ca^e ? lu Londc-c 
and Paris, wliere science guides all these matters, sulphuirtted hydro- 
gen gas is destroyed by fire. If a few pans of fire had been let dmj 
into this pit. the noxious gas would have been burned out in a fe* 
minutes, and the |wisoned men would have had atinospberic air to breaik 
by which they wuuUl soon have been resuscitated. 

No one could venture down into the pit, a lact which shows the f:JJj 
of tlie torrents of water that were slushed upon the dying men. Ro|^ 
were procured from a neighboring pump-maker, and after a great 
of time, the two men were caught by tlie hooks, and drawn up to 
ground apparendy dead. 

I reached the place soon after the sufiferen were drawn out* I fiivi 
the case b the bands of Dr. Lyle, and joined him in the trntDOL 
The case presented a group of symfitoinsy in which I saw no %\em4 
hope. The entire surface of the body was cold, and apparently dd 
— the breathing, if the snasniodic attempts after air, thin were mdt 
by the sufferer, can properly be called hre8thin|, seemed to cany ton 
to the lungs. Mustard had been applied, but it produced no effect, iri 
ammonia to the nose gave no sign of its prescn( e. It would be difEci i 
to exaggerate the gravity of symptoms. The skin was oniwRdr 
cold, as cold as death itself could make it ; the spasmodic attempu v. 
get air, already described ; a pulse sometimes manifesting itself Id i 
feeble flutter, and at other times altc^ether absent, and this stale d 
things persbted in fully for three hours, and to a consideiable extent k 
six hours, constituted one of the most serious forms of immineot 6ugt 
1 have ever seen. 

Immediately after the men were draw n from the pit, they u ero tai/p 
to a porch in the street for the purpose of givincf them fresh air. Wiv^ 
I reached the patient, an immense crowd was in the »<treet, and parr 
and ail over the steps of the latter, and it was dithcnlt to wurei'- 
sufferers a suj)ply of air. The mustard which had been applit ii to n 
skin, produced no (.'tlect, and we detcnniined to remove our patieutM-. 
neighhorint: house. INumbers of persons in the vicinity oli^n^ ti*-: 
bouses, and all that mitdit he needed for the use of the sufferers, andi^- 
conlesl seemed to l)e who should have both the victims. We convry-: 
Mr. Ferguson to the house of Mr. Atkinson, and liie Gennan »ij 
taken to the ojiposite house — Jas. 1. Lemon's. 

The most urgent demand in Mr. Ferguson's case was the rero'^- 
of his wet clothes, in order to have the benefit of a warm dry bed ; 
after that was secua^d, all our means were directed to tiie relief of ^ 
asphyxia. Spasms now supervened, and were very severe for scpe 
time. We depended on external applications of heat, mustard sioapisie 
Granville's lotion to the back, and injections, per rectum, of braady, 
in one of them we used a teaspoonful of chlorolbcm in conoiiaib^ 
with the brandy. About tliis time Dr. Lewis Rogers joined Dr. 
and myself in the case. 
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From the first of the rase, T \va=; appn-heiwivo of apoplexy, and as 
the patifiit t luerged iroin i!;* ;i,>jiliyxia, a sicrioruus bivailiing, a more 
profoiuul coma than there sliould have been when llie n^p'iyxia was 
112 off, the condition of the pupils, and ri<j;ldity of the umacles of the 
i;nv, all aulicated that our wor-^st apprehensions \vereai>uut to be reaHzed. 
L>tit we were prepared, and the approaching danger was as pro:ii|)ily 
liid vigorously met as the circumstances of the patient wouhi waiiaiit. 
Nothing was done at hap-hazanl, and we patiently bided our time. As 
;he re -action began, cold ap[)li('alions were made to tlie head ; when 
hese failed, we resorted to leeches ; and when they failed in doing all 
ve hoped for from their use, we administered tliree drops of croton oil, 
ipplied blistan to the ankles, wrists and back, and finally opened a vein 
n the arm, and drew ofi* a auantity of the blackest blood I ever saw. 

Between 1 and 2 o'ekwk, A. w)*, we retired fiom the house, deter^ 
mning among ourselves that we could wait several hours for the effect 
»f the active treatment our patient bad undergone* The arrangement 
fm that I should return to the case at 4 oVk>ck. I slept two hours, and 
hen visited the patient again, and found our roost sangyme hopes real* 
zdd. The breathing was odm, the jnilse foil and well sustained, the 
ixtreroities w arm, and while I was in the room the patient spake for the 
int time. The apophxstic symptoms were entirely gone ; the ciotoo oil 
nd acted well, the blisters drew admirably, and in the course of the 
Doraing a distressing strangury manifested itself, but it was relieved t y 
prmkling powdered camphor on one of the blisters, and by the use of 
emulcent drinks. We enjoined rest, and in the aAemoon the patient 
/as removed to the house of one of his daughters. 

Throughout the asphyxia I noticed that the left side was much more 
feless than the right, and the blisters on the right ankle and wrist 
roved to be much sorer and deeper iban those of the left ankle and 
I fist. 

The^e are the ni:;in f- atures of this interesting case. From the point 
here 1 drop the details tlier?' was no occurrence that demands any spe- 
al notice. The patient rapidlv recovered, and on Friday was able to 
alk about. As in cases oi concussion of the brain, in tliis there is a 
iinplete obliteration of all memory of the matters immediately pre- 
jding the disaster. .Mr. Ferguson is unahie to remember that he was 
30ut the pit, and can recollect iioilnng of the descent and fall of the 
erman laborer. But in all oilier itispects hi^ luiud and bis memory 
•e as perfect as ever they were. 

This case is important as a caution to others who may have any tiling 
' do with the emptying of privy pits, cesspools, or who may be in the 
iighborhood of reservoirs of sulphuretted hydrogen gas. Where its 
cistence may be reasonably suspected, the truth may be easily discerned 
r lettbg down fire into the suspected air. If flames spread around the 
e, it is an evidence of the existence of the deleterious gas, and the fire 
>t only reveals the fact, but destroys the poison. 

The tecoveiy of Mr. Pereuson was a great triumph of medical sci* 
ice. Throughout the whole of what a Spaniard expressively calb a 
khe triiUf there was a regular game of chess between oeatb and medical 
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art ; each move on one side called for an opposing more on the other, 
and the ultimate point to checkmate death governed every move on the 
part of the physicians. The triumph was complete zi dayligfal. Mr, 
Ferguson is advanced in life, somewhat feeble in health, but remttkilile 
for his regular, abstemious and pnideot habits. But taiciag his age Mai 
debility into consideration, in connection with the violeot cbiraeler d 
the poison be inhaled, his escape from death b one of the moflit lemadop 
Ue occurrences I have ever met in the pnctice of medicine. — Wt^kn 
Jcumal of Medkifie and Surgery, 



CASE or PERMANENT STRICTURE OF THE OasOPUAGUS. 

BY PAUL r. £VE, M.D., OF AIGLSTA, CA. 

Ddring tlie course of lectures in the University of Lou'isville, Ky,I 
was invited by Professor Rogers to see, with him, a etae of dytpko^ 
cotutrieUif which had been under his oaie Sat a few weeks. Toe y»- 
lient was a mulatto boy, aged 3 years, who, some four raooths pre- 
viously, had swallowed, through inadvertence, a portion of caustic pot- 
ash. In its deliquescent state he had taken it for candy. The act was 
immedintclv followed by alarming; symptoms, but whirlij unfortunatflif, 
were attempted to be combated exclusively by domestic remedi^. 

When Dr. Rogers first saw the case, the dysphagia was so great that 
fluids could with difficulty be swallowed ; and a bougie wa.*^ now at oot« 
arrested in the cpsoplia^s by an apparently permanent striciurf^. \i- 
rious attempts were subsequently made to reach the stomach, but wiihcU 
success. We were not certain that any uounisliiiient ever eiitered iL 
The patient's constant cry was for water, which he would swaJlo* 
down to the obstniclion, retain it a iew nmiute^, and ihcu rejtx^t it bj^j 
his mouth. Me rapidly emaciated. Ice-cream, milk and water, bxi- 
tea, &ic., were recumuiejided ; and, 11 none of tiiese could be gottcB 
down, nutritious enemata to sustain the system. 

The strictuie was situated six inches from the dental arches— bekv 
the most usual seat for such afiections — ^which is the oonnectioQ of Ai 
pharynx with the (esophagus. 

The middle of Decemlwr last, this patient becoming daily move Mk, 
was presented to the class at the coU^ clinic, with the view to an tft- 
ntion, should one be deemed advisable. He was now ledooed nfaaotf 
to skin and bones ; neither could his poise be disoerned at the wma 
It was not until he airived at this low condition that hb nmster coa' 
sented to consider the question of oeaophagotomy. It was decided is 
consultation not to operate, and the death of the patient was p tcd ki ai i 
as probable during the first cold spell of weatiier. 

About ten days after this, a post-mortem revealed a pemaiient cot' 
traction with thickening of the tissues of the ossophagus^— the diamei«! 
of the strictured portion being reduced to about a line lor an inch an^ii 
<|uaiter, and which was also quite tortims in its course. The suxnacli 
was contracted and reduced to a very small capacity ; but tbe ileiHn,«> 
our 8urpnae» was laigely distended with fisces. 
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It is highly probable that an attempt at oesophagotomy would have 
iailed. 

This is toother case, added to several noticed in our journals, of per- 
Qsnent strietme of the oesophagus piodoced by caustic preparations.'^ 
SbttfAem Mtdkal and SwrgicaU JomvaL 



CASES OF RUPTURE OF THE BLADDER. 

Dr. Stephen Smith, Assistant Sui^eon to Bellevue Hospital, New 
feiky has published, in the Jounoal of Medicine of that city, a list of all 
le reported cases of nij^ure of the bladder, which he has been able le^ 
( Hect — nmkiag 78 cases. These be has arrani^ed in a tabular fbrm, io- 
kding as many of (he particulars given by the different reporters as 
ould be conveniently inserted. The following is a summary of all the 
ises, as oil' en by Dr. S. at the concluskukof his iatartisting paper, which 
as been issued also ia a paiopblet.} 

«SeT..-^Males, ^ ; females^ 1 1 ; makiDg about 6^ of Ae kmer to I of 

le latter. 

4^e.-«Under 10, 3; 10 to 20,3; 80to30, 19; 30 to 40, 86; 40 
' 50j 7 ; 50 to 60, 4 ; above 60, none; adults 16, age not given. 

CondUum^ — ^Bladder distended, 30 ; of which 10 were iotoxicated ; 
, from stricture ; intoxicated, condition not given, 14 ; parturitioo, 4 ; 

lood heakh, 4; doubtibl, ^ ; no note of 24. 

Causes, — Direct violence, 48; concussion, 15; internal causes, 9; of 
hich 4 were parturition, 4 results of stmctnre, I retioversio uteri ; no 

)re of 6. 

Primary Si/mptoms .—^pvpve , 59 ; of which 43 were ruptured into 
e }x.'ritoneal ravity ; 2, not invnl\ ing peritonfum ; 10, into cellular tis»- 
e; 3, not given. Slight, 9; of which 7 were into peritoneal cavity; 

into cellular tissue. No symptoms, 3; 2, into peritoneal cavity ; 1, 
jetiuiie. I\o note of 7. Inability to urinate, 28 ; oi which 2^2 were 
:o peritf)neal cavity ; I, not involving peritoneum ; 5, into cellular tis- 
e. Power to void urine, 3 : 2, into the peritoneal cavity; 1, not in- 
Ivinof peritoneun?. Power of locomotion, 7 ; all through the peritonei 
). Felt a sensation as of the bladder bui^tingr, 7. 

Process of Cases. — Severe symptoms continued in 48; of which 39 
piiired into the peritoneal cavity , 7 into cellular tissue ; 2 peritoneum 
t involved. Severe symptoms set in, in 10; in I, three houra after 
cident ; 6, two days; 2, four days ; 1, three days-— all ruptared into 
ritoneunx except last. Ill 1, power to urinato ooBdntted, the mptiire 
ing into cavity of abdbmen. in 14, it came on ; m IS of tbeee, on 
xmd <iay ; 9, being into peritoneum ; 2, not mvtAnag peritSDoeiim ; 1, 
o eelkiwr tissue; in I, on third day ; in 1, on fburtn day. Loeonoo- 
d contiotted in 2, both ruptured into pecitonaum. Bloodjr urine dmwn 
M ; clear m 4. Symptoms were mild in 3, both ruptuied into eelltf* 

tissue. 

lletiill*->^Died, 79. Within Gve dhys, 89*; 29 being ruptuies into- the 
dtoDeum ; 9, inter die ceihilur tisBue ; 3, not grm. fieti^eenive and 
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ten days, 22; 17, into peritoneal cavity; 3, into cellular tissue; 2, Ml 
involving peritoneum. Betweeo ten and fifteen days, 2 ; both into cel- 
lular tissue. Between fifteen and twenty days, 3 ; 1 , into the penUnol 
cavity ; 2, into eelhilar tissue. Above twenty days, 2 ; both into cdi> 
lar tissue ; of whom 1 lived forty-two days. 

Recovered, 5; 3, into cellular tissue ; 1, into peritooeal cavity; 
partial. 

Fott-mortm Appearmicei of Vueera, — ^Ektemal nuuks of mfUf k 
9, both ruptured into peritoneal cavity. No extenial marks of iojuijii 
8 ; 7, ruptured into cavity of peritoneum ; 1, not involving peritooeoa. 
Fracture and injury of pelvis in 15; 11, niptured into celnilar ti^: 
3, into peritoneum ; 1 , not given. Marks of inflammation in abdonoi, 
in 34 ; S7, being into peritoneal cavity ; 5, into cellular tissue ; 2, m 
involving peritoneum. No marks of inflammation in cavity of abdooMi;, 
7 ; 4, being ruptured into cellular tissue ; 3, into cavity of abdomen. 

Posi-moTicm Appearances of Bhdder^^^aptan into cavity of jpoh 
toneuro, 50 ; 39, the result of direct violence ; 6, concmnon, or indtrM 
violence; 4» from parturition ; 2, stricture; 1, retroversio uteri. Rup- 
ture in the anterior wall of the bladder, 9 ; 5, being direct violence ; Z, 
concussion; 1, stricture. Rupture at neck, 6; 5. Hirect violence;!, 
not given. No bladder ibund^ 2 ; bladder firmly contracted ia 17. 



SURGICAL INSTBUMBNT8 AT TUB WORLD'S FAIR. 

[The editor of this Journal has reached London on his way bonoewaii 
although hk " editorial correspondence '* is still from more eastern ccji- 
tries. He has heen apjioiiited a ineniher of one of the juri^ at im 
o^reat exhibition now open in the meirophs of England, which giTcS 
him a 'j^ood oppuitunity to examine all in it that is interesting to a phj- 
sician or sur<;eon, as well as to form an acquaiiiiance \uth disringuisbed 
men of science abroad. The luHowinir list of surgical instruments, kc, 
is forwarded by him, and is inseiud in the Journal as a matu r of gerye- 
ml interest to medical men. lie speaks in high temis of the iuaoufer- 
tuio of the artbles, and their variety it will be seen is great, though oocv 
paratively few are from the United States. ^* Palmer's aiti6cial leg,' 
ne says, b superior to anything of the land in the colleccioii. Ml 
P. certainlj^ deserves the encouragement of the unfortunate, and tb 
commendatbns of the medical profession. The chemicals from the 
United States are good, as far as they go, hut it is disgraceiul to tk 
country that a better show of what has been aocomplisbed in the ia> 
dustrial, mechanical and productive arts, has not been made. Some of 
Towusend's Sarsaparilla stands on a table, to excite the ridicule of pas* 
ers4>y, who doubtless take it for granted that the intelligence of firodiv 
Jonathan grasps at nothing higher in medicine. On looking over the 
specimens of American dentistry ! came to the conclusion, as I have door 
firequently before, that Europe cannot match the best workmaDship of or 
country. By contrasting the specimens of different countries, it b OD dif- 
ficult problem to determine who are the best workmen/'] 



Digrtized by Google 



Surgical hstnmeiUt oi the WorkPi Fmr. 855 

A. For Optratiom on the Eye. — Special instruments fof — !• Ope- 
luions on the eyelids. Fistula lachrymalb. d« Strabismus. 4. 
^ficial pupil. 5. Cataract — by depression, by extractioa. a. includ- 
sg elevatois in silver and ivory, fine bistouiiQ6> trocars, canulas, styles, 
rounds, various needles, &c. 6. Cataract knives, books, capsular 
brceps, he, 

B. Operations on (he Ear, — Special instruments for — 1. Exploratioa 

)( ilie aural and Eustachian passages, a. Sounds, catheters, speculuros, 
'ac. 2. The ronveyance of air or liquid into the tympanic cavity, a, 
[\wuuv.\[ir ;Liid other syrinufs in metal, glass, caoutchouc, Sir. 3. The 
•eiuovai of foreign ioodies troui the meatus, a. Levers, branch forceps, 
itc. 4. Perforation of, and other operations on, the membrani tympani. 
5. The contiiK tion of sound, a. Including all kinds of acoustic iu- 
truments and contrivances, ear comets, speak in j; trumpets, he, 

C. Operations on tfie Nose, Nasal Foss<e and Antrum, — Special in- 
♦iruments for — 1. The removal of polypi, a. Various forceps, porte- 
ijititures, serre-na^uds, &ic. 2. The removal of exiraneuus substances. 
). The arrest of hemorrhage froiu the posterior nares. a. Including all 
lonliivances for lanniomiement." 4. Ex}>lotatioi) and injection of the 
Tjaxillary sinus. a. Jm linling Jourtluiifs suund-, rathelei-s, i!».,c. 5. 
Perforation and injcctioa of the antrum, a, Inciadui^ Lision's drills, 
intmm syringes, plugs, he, 

D. Operationt on the Mouth and PAorynx.— Special instruments for 
— 1. Hare^lip. S» Operations on the teeth f dental instruments). 3. My- 
}lomy and ligature of the tongue. 4. Cleft palate and other opem> 
ions on the roof of the mouth (staphyloraphtc instruments), a. In- 
cluding obturators, cleft and notched needles, palate holders, porte-sutures, 
itc. 5. Excision of the uvula and tonsils. 6. Gauteriaatioo and other 
jperatioiis on the pharynx, a. Tonsillar guillotines, pharyngoComes, &o. 
7. Salivary fistula, a. Parotidean canules, leaden threads, &c. 

£. Operations on the l^orax and Retpiraiory Organs. — Instru- 
Tients lor — 1. Tracheotomy and laryngotomy. a. Including Marshall 
Kail's tracheotome, Sampson's springs and tubes, &c. 2. The remov- 
il of foreign bodies ftom the larynx, trachea and bronchi. 3. Para- 
'iitesis thoracis ^empyema). 4. Various purposes, a. Including b- 
lalers for the admmistration of chiorolbnn, ether and other medicinal va- 
wrs. b, I iistniments used to restore suspended animation, c. Respira- 
ors in all materials. 5. Physical examination of the chest, o. Instru* 
iienis for auscultation, percussion, and admeasurement of the chest; 
stPtha^copi s and pleximctors in all materials ; spirometers and stetho* 
iKM«'rs, as suggested by Quain and Sibson, he, 

F. Operations on the Abdominal Walls and Alinimtary Canal. — - 
5p<*cial instnmients for — 1. Stricture and other morbid states of ilie 
r'^ophagus, the rcnioval of foreign bodies, &:,c. a. Including; oesophagus 
i>ougies and prubangs, in elastic f;um and other materials, cesopharrotonies, 
Cfullet forceps, he, 2. The introduction and withdi-awal of fluids horn 
he sioiijuch ; the removal of poison, &tc. a. The stuinach-puinp and 
ts appt-ndages, enema syringes, he, 3. The formation and maintenance 
)f artidcial anus, a. Euterotomes, porte-sutures, he*, by Uupuytreo, 
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filmidin and othefs, 4. Pfokpsus ani. AU kinds of rectivm-plqgi^ 
in metal, elastic gum, &c 5. Fistula, figures and vegetations in aoa 
Fbtula knives, directors, &c. 0. Portoligatufes (on Lake's nd 
* Sampson's plan). 6. Hernia, a. CiUting instruments for ita ladipl 
cure. 6. Trusses and all artificial means of supparL 7* PaiaoMkai 
abdoinrni?. 8. Physical examination of the rectum, a. Varioua spec» 
lums (by Hilton and others). 

G. Operaiums on the Ge/Uio-urinartj System m the Male. — iDstre- 
ments for — 1. Lithotomy, a. Including lithotoroes, gorget*;, sia&, for- 
ceps, scoops, Sec. 2. Lithotrity. (i- Lithntritps, which disintegrate 
stone by jierforalion ; do. do., by concentric pressure ; do. do., by per- 
cussioD. h, Syrinires end other instniments to inject and explore L^>f 
bladd^^r. c. Dilators, shdmg-scoops, and apparatus to reiDove calcui 
impacted in the urethra ; instruments for litheriasy, 3. UrinarT 

fistula, a. TncludlnL^ all urethroplastic Instniuieuib, urecfuoionies, 
for recto-urt'lhral, perineal and recto-.vesiral fistulae. 4. Siiicture, pffo- 
tatic and vesical disease, ^!>d retention of urine, a. Every variety* of 
catheter, boui^ie, sound, jxjrie-causuque, and urinal ; curved trocars kf 
puncture of the bladder above the pubes, thiougli ii«e rectutii, &£c 5, 
Phymofiis. a. Apparalus einpluyctl by .le^s. h. By the proiessioo. 
6. Hydrocele. 7. Varicocele, n. Including instruments for obliterap 
lion of the spermatic veins (Ricord's), well as all tliose ibr smpk 
support ; suspensory and other bandages ; scrotal rings, tic, 

A. Operalimu m the €hnito<trmanf System m the FtwuMU,-^ 
•atnaoaents ibr—- 1. Gcpbration. a. Inomding spectiiums in all 
-fials, rounds, dilatois, Uc. it. Operations on tfae utems, vagina and €» 
m uteri. «• Hysteraloines and tnstraments for parae entcoio uteri (Uh 
Irane'e and Sknpm's), uterine sdasore and dressing foroeps (curved vi 
straight), porte-^anstiquesy &c. 3. Polypus utesi. c VdlceUEi and oilv 
forceps, porte4i^tares, serieHsnuds, kc, 4. Probpsus and proddefldi 
uteri, n. Including pessaries, bandages and artificial support oi nil kisds. 
6, Vesico-vagimd fistula and recto-vaginal fistula, a* Hancock's Bi» 
instruments, urinar)' reeeptadeS) &c. 6. Obstetrical purposes. «• inda^ 
4Dg all midwifery instraments, «od contrivances lo retnedy lacerated pe^ 
neum. 

L OlpsfolMms on the Extremities, — Special jnstrumenis Ibr— 1. Ao- 
potations, o. Aimy (portable) and hospital cases, &c. 8, Tlie adja* 
-ment of fractures, a. Including splints, inclined planes, pads, sliois^ 
and bandages, in all materials. 3. The reduction of disloca t ioos. & 

Pulleys, rings, staples, &;c. 

K. Operations on the O^'^fons System. — Special instruments ibr — I 
Trepanning. ^ Keseottoo and exarticulatioa. 3. The eiUiactioe 

aequestnp, &;c. 

L. Operatiom on the Vascular Sysiem.^lnstrvuu uts hi — 1. Yetne- 
section, a. Cupplnof instniments, lancets, leech tubes, &c. 2. The 
control c(f hemorrhage, a. Tourniquets, compressors, torsion t irreps. 
&c. 3. Transfusion. 4. Aneurism — By ligature : — a, Aneuii.-iti-o*^' 
dies, porle ligatures, Sampson's speculum, &c. By coinpres«!)on : — i 
iSew insiruaients, by Wyld, iieiimgbara, and otiiers. ^ K<£va>. ^ 
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Needles, porle-aiguilles, Sic. (Liston's and Brodie's). 6. Varices, a. 
.ncluding elastic bandages, stockings, anklets, &c. 

M. Autoplastic and Orthopedic Operadom, — Special instruments 
or — 1. The various Taliacoliaii processes, a. Rhinoplasty, b. Chilo- 
ilasty, &,c. 2. Tenotomy and myotomy, a. Including loiig-bladed 
loives (or the subcutaneous divisk>D of muscles and tendons, &cc. 3. 
iccJianirnl corapensation of lost parts, a. ArtiQcial eyes, noses, ears, 
bins, palates, teeth, hands, ums, legs, Sco. 4. Orthopedic proomes. 
t. locluding all orthopedic appamtusi back and lee boards and irons, 
lays, belts, supports, suspeaden, boots, shoes for the cure of bunions 
Liinagan^s), &e« 

N. Driuw^ Jis frn si gn lf.— a> Sui*g^n's pocket cases and their usual 
Qoteots ; spring bistouries, tenaoulunis, scalpels, scissors, forceps, spa- 
ils, probes and directors, needles, ligature-eilKs, &c. 

0. Miscdkmemu Phijowphieid AfftariOm mj^&ed to the tmtttig^' 
\on and Drtaiment of Diseme,'^, Microscopes, engiscopes and lenses y 
rinoDieteis and thermometers ; vol ta-elec trie apparatus, various illumi- 
atiog speculums ; instruments in India rubber for the application of in* 
aise cold ; Hooper's water-cushions for the reception of fluids of any 
fluperature ; spongii^piliney patent lint, plasters, coUodbn, nipple-shields, 
reast-pumps, &c. 

P. Surgical Tables, Beds, Maitrasses, Ckain^ Cradles y Bests j SfC. 
Fost-^nortm and Diuecting iutnimentt^ and huinunenU far 

'Mmmcnt. 

K. JnitrumenU applied to Veierinarp Purpoees. 



INJURY TO THE mm, 

[Coittmttale«ted for die Bimihm Medleal and Bnfleal Jovml.] 

'URiNG the severe storm which occurred about the middle of April, a 
rge stable belonging to the .Merrimac House, in Lawrence, was sud- 
:nly prostrated by the gale, burying a man and several horses in the ruins. 
The man, Sewall Nute, 24 years of age, received a blow upon his 
ick, and was thrown down so that his head and tower extremities came 
contact, doubling the spinal column anteriorly upon itself, whh a 
Avy weight resting upon him, severely compressing the internal organs 
id doing great violence to the spine. Shortly after the accident 1 was 
lied, and, with Drs. Ames and Dana, made an examination in order to 
certain the nature and extent of the injury received by the patient, 
be skin had assumed a livid i»pect, the pulse was slow and feehie, with 
prs, and cold extremities. There was inability to support the head 
d diest, and the spme could not be elevated above an angle of 45 do- 
ses. On tracing the spine upward and counting the processes, we 
ind the angle to be situated at the eighth dorsal vertebra, the superior 
rface of which could be distinctly felt; the seventh, and those above 
being thrown forward, with a much larger space between the spinous 
xsesaes of the seventh and eighth, than at any other point, and both 
ve immovably fixed. The idea of a dislocation presented itself suongly 
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to the mind, but as there was not complete j)ani1y«is, which usually ix'- 
curs under such circumstances, and whicli is considered pathognonion""'. 
we were cautions in re<;ard to the dia^nu>is. Crepitus could not he g - 
teettMl, and con^* (]uentiy there was no certainty of a fracture, though 
lliere was a seiiDn^ and perplexing deformity. 

After a re-exaininaiion, we were unahle to resist the com icii jn ibat 
there was a dislocation, and perhaps a fracture of such a character ai to 
enlarge the spitial canal, and thus, by makinj^ the angle less acute, ao'i 
the canal more capacious, preserve the spinal cord from severe cooh 
pression. 

In accordance with this view, two folded sheets wers thrown sfomd 
the patient and finnly secured, one above the hips and the other bdov 
the arms, and between them Jarvis's Surgical Adjuster was phiced, ani 
given in charge of an assistant. Gradual, but strong extending pow 
was applied, until the spinal column was brought into a direct line and 
the deformity removed, the patient exclaiming that he was reJieved. fie 
was placed upon a rubber piHow, and carefully watched. 

The night following, there was a high grade of febrile action^ sa^ 
pression of urine, and constipated bowels, but these symptoms yielded to 
appropriate remedies. There was inflammation and extensive effusion 
in the injured part, which was removed by leeching and cold appiici- 
tions. He gradually improved, and on the Hth day was able toraiK 
himself in bed. A spinal supporter was applied, and on the 24tb da; 
he was able to walk out, with every indication of a speedy and complete 
recoveiy. A deposition of ossific matter now gives evidence of a fiactuR. 

To some, this case may not seem remarkable. To me it is inteiestioe, 
and more especially so, because many physicians believe such an occor- 
rence impossible without fatal consequences. J. H. Mobsk. 

Lawrence, May 1851. 



[Da. Alcott has a rare faculty of collecting curkHis medical facts, aod 
preat ingenuity in explaining them. The case alluded to below is as 
mteresting one, and is worthy of being placed upon record. knov 
of no particular leason to doubt the statements in regard to it, but ii 
would be gratifying to learn something further from the physicians «l 
Nantucket, who must be supposed to have better opportuniues tlttn otb* 
eis of knowing the partksulars of so remarkable a case. But, if cor- 
rect in every point, **one swallow does not make a summer ; " and is 
one patient or even twenty may get well under bomcBopatbic trentmea: 
without proving the efficacy of infinitesimal doses, so the solitary casecf 
Mr. Robinson can have little weight in disproving the old-fiiahioned do^ 
trine that something besides air and water and ^' a strong will " are need- 
ed for the nourishment, at least, of the human body.— £d.J 

STARVING OUT DYSPEPSfA. 

7*0 the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Jmirnal, 
Sir, — In my communication under the above head, in the Jooma' cf 
May 21y I siudjed brevity to an extent which has been regretted by saatt 
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of your readers. Besides, I have thought it best, od Airther redecuooi to 
make a f^^w physiolofjical remarks and inlcrences. 

The tioctiiiie has been lield. as you know, tinio immemorial , that the 
human body derives its nourishment chiefly, if n<u entirely, through the 
medium of imlrilious substances received into the sioiiiach. Pure water, 
moreover, has not generally been considered as eoiuaining nutriment. 

But if this doctrine is true — and 1 do not say it is not — where did Mr. 
Robinson get his nourishment, when, for luur inoiiilis, he had not exceed- 
ed three ouuces of food a day, nor more than four ounces of water, and 
yet found himself gaining in weiglit at the average rate of eight ounces 
dulv ? We all know that in some circumstances the system may feed on 
itaeff, so to speak ; but this could not have been the case b the mstance 
before us. How die weight of the dejectwns could have exceeded the 
weight of all the bread and water whwlh was taken, is quite enough pei^ 
plexing ; but bow, in additbn to all this, half a pound of flesh and blood 
could have been formed every day, is certainly a very great mystery. 
Mr. R. himself thinks be derived nutriment from the atmosphere ; but if 
it were admitted that, in an extreme case, the system was able to obtain 
toater from the atmosphere, no one has, I believe, attempted to show 
bow we could be nouruhed through that medium. 

The doctrine has been advanced by some that the dejectioas, except 
the seeds, skins, rinds, he, of fruits, ate, for the far greater part, a secre- 
tion from the vesseb of the lower intestines. But I am not aware that 
thb view has been taken by many physblogists in this country. The 
case of Mr. K. has, however, a bearing in that direction. Indeed, how 
can we account for the results without admitting it ? 

Finally, the case. of Mr. R. shows us that the beefsteak and porter 
treatment — the stimulating mode of managing dyspeptic cases, I mean — 
is not adapted to every body. It confirms the views of Dr. Johnson in* 
his w ork on Jiulif^estiou, only the doctor recommends a Siuall amouut of 
gruel daily, rather than a small amount of solid food. 

It may and will be asked lu)w it is possible for a human body, six feet 
in length and weighing 150 pounds or more, to be sustained on tliree 
ounces of bread and a gill of water a day. Many, wc shall he a.-suietl, 
have run down when confined to a much lari^n-r amount of farinaceous 
food wiili iiuiliini^ but water. Half a pound has not usually been deem- 
ed etiougli to sustain life ; how, then, can three ounces do it ? 

We must remember that in the case of .Mr. K. a strong ivili went 
alono with him through the whole experiment. It w as a last resort. He 
ii.iiikl}' confesses that he could not now muster resolution to repoiit the 
experiment. 

We shall also do well rememlier that in most, if not all those cases 
where dyspeptics and others have run down when confined for a long 
time to dry bread, they have either had misgivings of their own, or they 
have been surrounded and depressed by the croakings of others. No 
man who has full faith in hb physician and lives under the full inOuence 
of the elevating passions and afiections, will greatly suffer for want of 
oourishment, while he takes ei^ht or ten ounces of coarse wheat bread, 
or ten or twelve of rye or Indian, every day. On the contrary, I have 



Digrtized by Google 



360 Annual Meeting of the Man, Altd, Society^ 

known several remarkable recoveries under this mode of treatment, where 
there was full faith in it. I could mention names if it were necessar)-. 

But, " faith or no faith," I should not be likely to put a patieDt of 
mine od so small a quantity of bread per day as thiee ounces ; nor dol 
lecommeod such a course to auy one dise. There is a widedifeeaoe, 
however^ between three ounces and eiebt or ten. Nor is it ceitain dnt 
everv case would yield to the bread and water treatmenL 

My main purpose has be^,in this commonieatioD, to present tothidk- 
mg medical men and physiologists a striking and important fiict. SbouU 
it eUcit the attention it deserves, I shall i|goice« No man is more ssi* 
ious, lam sure, for the advancement of science in every (bmi and shape 
in which it may be uoderalood or applied, than myself. 

West Newtony May 26, 1851. W. A. Ateon. 

Note, — Since the above was written, I have received from iMr. Robiu- 
son the following additional inforuiaiion. 

" One foot slipped my mind, when I wrote you, whkb may be of some 
import ri nee. From a youth, until I was sbk with my dyapepoa, it was 
with difficulty that I could read fifteen mmutes at a time by lamplight; 
but in six months after I began the experiment of a low diet, 1 sat do^-o 
and read a book of sixty pages by lamplight, without the least iDconve- 
nience. In short, niy ''vcs hnri now become very strong indeed. How- 
ever, I had not lonj; deviated from the right path, and began again loeit 
animal food, hiitter. &ic., before my eyes he^inn To fail me." 

It is also proper to say, that within a few months past Mr. R. has r*"- 
turned to a diit of Graham bread, tliough 1 believe he allows hiniseli a 
much larger quantity than three ounces a day. Of this fact I ^tis ool 
aware tiil within a very few days. W, A. A. 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JULKAAL. 

BOSTON, JUNE 4» I8S1. 



The Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Medical Society mi Wcfrcetlef, 
— -Ameably to the previous annotinceinenti this meeting took place 
Wednesday, in tbe city of Worcester. The weather was delightful, and 
quite a large dcle^tion were present, oumbering some 350 or more. Tbe 
meeting took place in the City Hall. 

By invitation of the Berkshire District Medical Society, it was unani- 
mously Voted^ to have the next annual meeting of the Society in Pili^fielu. 
and Dr. O. W. llohnes, of this city, was chosrti Anniversnry Chnirman. 

Dr. B. Carpenter, of Pawtucket, brought forward charges preferred k' 
him before liie Counsellors, ncfainst Dr. Ira Burrows. Quite a desultory 
discttssioa took place among tiie members relating to tbe manner in wbiek 
the subject should be managed. To fecilitate the business, the deci»ioii d 
the Chair was called for as to the legality of the discussion ; but this hai 
the contrary efiect» and business was delaj^d some two or more hours by 
it. There can be no doubt, from the eridence which was furnished by Dr- 
Carpeoter, that Dr. Banows had been guilty of violating his obligatiMi 



♦ 

Digrtized by Google 



Annual Meeting the Mass. Med» Society. 3G1 



and, in fact, as mnch was admitted by him before the Counsellors ; yet we 
think such matters should come up before the District Society where the 
parties reside, as it is almost impossible to manage such cases properly by 
the Parent Society. The hour (t o'cloclc) appointed to bear the annual 

address, havincf arrived, all discussions were cut short. The address was 
delivered by Dr. D. H. Storer, of this c'wy, and we presume we shall be 
reiterating the seniimenls of all who heard it, when we say that it was 
able and interejitini?. The theme, ^'Medical Jurisprudence," was most 
appropriately ciio^en. Dr. Storer thought thai loo little attention was 
paid to this importaot part of a medical education, by the insiructers in 
our medical schools. He alluded to the scenes often enacted in our courts* 
when a medical witness was examined ; a physician's testimony might 
there be impeached, when he intended to tell nothing but the truth, on ac- 
count of an imperfect knowledge of jurisprudence. Dr. S. urged upon 
the members an attention to this subject. Medical police, in its relation to 
the treatment of disease, next occupied the speaker's attention. He alluded 
to the time when smallpox was so much dreaded, thnt hospitals were ne- 
cessary lor those afllicled with u, and red flags^ desiwuciling such houses, 
were displayed, to warn people from passing by or entering. A great 
chanore had come over the pnblie mind in regard to this matter. Vaccioap 
tion« that protective prophylactic, has done every thing to bring it about. 
In the city of Boston, which be cited as an example, all the children atp. 
tending me public schools hateiode wudnated ; consequently, the inha- 
bitants are protected by a strong sanitary cordon. When those who are 
unprotected, chance to become affet tf d with smallpox, they can now be 
treated at their own quiet homesf, wnliout any fear of their houses being 
mahhed by an infuriated people. Tht i urial of the dead within the limits 
of densely populated cities, was touched upon by the speaker. Tiie inju- 
rious influence of ejchalationa from the sepulchre, was most vividly poi^ 
trayed. The diflerence between the mode of treating persons of unsound 
minds, now, and some years since, was happily contnsted. Allusion was 
made to the Stale laws, and those of the Society, as regards uneducated 
men practising medicine. Quackery in all its forms, both in and out of 
the profession, received a proper condemnation. The education of apolhe- 
cnrics was also dwelt upon at some length, and the importance of the col- 
lege of pharmacy, lately established in this city, was very properly niam- 
tained. The adulteration of medicines, and the much needed restricuon 
of the sale of poisons, received the attention which subjects of bo much 
importance demand. The learned doctor closed his discourse bv alluding 
to the propriety of having coroners appointed from among medical men. 
He spoke forcUily upon the subject, and demonstrated sati&ctorily the ne- 
cessity of the proposed change. The whole address was carefully prepar- 
ed, and most ably delivered ; and were it not for the vote which passed to 
have it publi-^hed, wc should crive w more perfect sketch from the notes 
taken. At 2^ o'clock, P. M., a procession was formed, headed by the com- 
mittee oi ai ia!i!xeuients, ullicers of the Society, and orator of the thiy, 
which proceeded to Flagg*s Hall, where a most sumptuous banquet had 
been prepared. The committee of arrangements deserve many thanks, 
Uft the ftflhnirable manner in which they performed their duties, for, as was 
conceded by all whom we beard express themselves on the subject, the 
entertainment was the best that had been prepared for the Society for seve- 
ral years. After the qualities of the good things had been properly dis- 
cusaedt Br. H. U. ChikU, the aoniveisacy chairman, made a few lemarkst 
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closing with a sentiment that brought the President of the Society to the floor. 
Sjpeeches were made and sentiments offered by Dr. Storer, Ex-Cvov. Lincoln, 
Hon. I«nac Davi:?, Professor Bartletl, and others, nil of which were spirited, 
and well caicuiaied to produce ih*^' vnrv best of feeling among the meiTibers 
of the Society. At 4 o'clock, the members again repaired to the Ciiy HaO, 
to finish their deliberations; but it heinsf evident, from the character of the 
business under consideration, iliai die session would be a long one, it was 
Toted, unanimottsty, at 4 j, P. M., that the Society adjourn to meet agaio ia 
Boston, in October next. At 5 oV.loek, most of the membeis were oa tbeir 
way homeward. — This bein^ the 6rst time, since the formation of this tn- 
cient Society, that its annual meeting has been held out of the metropolii, 
it was feared that the number in attendance would be small; but we 
should judqfe there were nearly as many present as usual. We prelum?, 
after the next aiuiual meeting in Pittstieid, that it will be considered more 
poliiic to have the meetings again in this city, as a more convenient pUce 
for a majority of the members of the Society. — We would not let this oc- 
casion pass, without acknowledging, in a most c^rateful manner, the kind 
liberality extended to the members of the Society who passed ofsr lb 
Boston and Worcester Railroad, by its able and obli^ng Saperinteodest, 
- G. Twichell, Esq. The request, from the Suffolk District Society, that 
the fare be reduced on that occasion, was at once cheerfully complied with 
on his part, and every effort made for the convenience of the members. 
We believe tlie same fnciliiies were also afforded men^bers on the other 
roads entering Worcester, by the obliging officers, which also deserve ma- 
ny thanks. Worcester will vie with any city in our New England Stales 
in point of loveliness, and the hospitality of its citizens, and the dayeill 
be ion^ and pleasantly remembereu that convened this Society in it. 

At the meeting of the Goonsellore, held the day previous, the following 
gentlemen were chosen officers of the Society for the year : — Dr. John 
Ware, of Boston, President ; Dr. A. Mackioi of New Bedford, Vice Pre- 
sin/rnf ; Dr. H. I. Rowditch, Boston, Corresponding Secretary; Dr. Ch;*.?. 
Ware, Boston, Recording Sec'ry ; Dr. A. A* Gould, Boston, Treasurai 
Dr. A. A. Watson, Boston, Librarian, 



BnrroRiAL corrbspondbncb. 
ConttajUtTtople—Vitit to the Seraglio^ St, SopAta, the Mint, Aftu 
my former letters from Constantinople were written, a firman was pro- 
cured from one of the Cabinet ministers, at the solicitation of the sctiBg 
Amb;issador of the U. Slates, Mr, Marsh being absent, which gave iny^^'fj 
811(1 a party formed for the purpose, an entrance into various places hel<i 
to he exceedingly sacred hv the Turks. Tiie first was the SerairHf>— 
Oldest and most extensive roval rtMtlcnce in Consiauimuple, famed i:i lu^ 
history of this turbulent, ignorant race of men, as the scene of momentsw 
events. Then the Armory, St. Sophia, the Mint, the Mosque of Ahned, 
the Mausoleum of Sultan Mahmoud, and some other famed enclosaret^ 
It is so difficult to gain access to the interior of these places, tliat soise 
have resided many years here, without having seen them. The Ker. Mr- 
Holmes and the Rev. Mr. Goodale, American missionaries, were particu- 
larly attentivp to us. The cost of the document of admittance was risini^^ 
of thirty dollars. The Seraglio is a cluster of buildings, of various 
dimensions, j^rouped together according to the taste of the dititrcui 
sovereigns who have occupied it. Some of the apartments are exceediugly 
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spacious, ai)<1 gilded in the richest designs. Marble enters largely into 
the finish of them all. Still, there is a kind of barliaric air of magnifi- 
cence about them. Volixptttoueneee is the point to be attaioed — and the 
Miceees eeems to have been complete. Such bath-rooms, such fountaioa 
in the centra of apartments, with all imaginable affixes for the ease of the 
occupants, can nowhere else be found. The picture gallery has one single 
loncf TOW of French encrra\'inn^s, illustrative of Napoleon's successes, wilh 
n f'^w ships, and some tritlinqf drawings. One bedstead, only, was spon in 
this chain of palnres — and that was about ten feet wide, by fifteon Iriin;! 
The roynl book cases, two in number, one being for transportation from 
room to room, had but few books. The largest case may liavu contained 
sixty copies of the Koran, of yarious sizes, and in various bindings. The 
smalt one had as many more liooks, small and thin, but glittering with gold, 
and were poems of the most frivolous description, said the guide, who could 
read the titles. In the yard there is a small square building, standing 
alone, called the royal library, in which there may be a thousand volumes 
— nearly all Koran«, and all written with a pen. In the upper division of 
the Seraglio grounds, are the old palices of the first Sultans. Fantastic- 
looking things they are, with latticed windows, and wide-projecting eaves 
— ^all covered over with devices in pearl, stone and precious woods, inlaid 
in indescribable confusion. One of them is approached through a succes* 
sion of lohy gates'— the last being the SuHime Porter which gives a name 
to the Court Within a small apartment, strongly guarded by barred win* 
dows, is the throne, something in the form of a high-post bedstead. It is 
not far from ten feet square.— occupying one comer of the room. The 
posts and tester are covered with gems of various kinds, presumed to be 
of incalculable vnliie. On the platform are thrown cushions. No taste 
was perceived in tlie gardens ; the walks were stiff*, narrow, and uninvit- 
inqf. No rare plants were discoverable ; the hot-house contained mostly 
uiaiige and lemon tree^i lu pots. Equally devoid of taste were the foun- 
tains. St. Sophia, In many of its aspects and style of finish, mosaics, 
gildings, kc»t reminded me of St. Mark at Venice. Some of the columns 
— four certainly — are of porphyry, hooped with iron to keep the fractured 
bits together. A little forest of serpentine pillars, and of Other materials 
trought from the ruins of various temples when this was commenced, 
look rather out of place. The arches are nnnzinirly irregular — no two 
^eing of th*' same curve. The dome is certainly settlinij on oiie side, 
giving it the appearance of being flattened. The galleries, with their 
vide long marble slabs for flooring, the massiveness of the outer walls, 
.nd the singularity of the architecture, combine to make one say he is 
rlad to have seen this boasted temple, the pride of JTurkey. I heard a 
ffscourse in St. Sophia — the preacher being in a squatting position on a 
ushion in the pulpit, and the audience were squatting in front of him on 
be floor. As soon as he finished the discourse, he came down and sat 
pon the floor himself, spread a pocket-handkerchief and received the 
r»nlributions of those who were disposed to give him someihinir. The 
oor was covered with Turkey carpets, laid askew — to direct ilie pious 
• wards Mecca. Numerous chandeliers were suspended by iron rods 
oin the dome. In all the metropolitan mosques I have visited, there are 
I variably two monster tallow candles, opposite the entrance. In St. So* 
aia they are over a foot in diameter, and twelve feet high. To light 
em the servant ascends a ladder placed against the wall. The Mosque 
' Ahmed is, in my estimation, altogether superior to St. Sophia, It is 
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Qniqae. Its imminte dome is vvheld by four gigintie nmrUe cohoM, 
eighteen feet in diameter. Tbe Maoaoleom of Saltan Ahmed ccintaindl 
the sarcophagi of three sultane» twenty princes* and some few femal»«f 
their households. Over the head of each box was the turban of each in* 
dividual. To understan<1 the mag^nificence of the^e royal cemelene?. one 
must see ihcm. In a cupboard ifinrc were the girdles worn by each, irt 
his life time, covered with jewels of surpassing briliiancv. Tbey are 
the Slate jewels, like those of the English sovereign* ui liie Tower of Loo- 
don and Ediobargh Castle. Of ell &ese ceroeterietf, however, tbnt of tbe 
kte Saltan, already lefened to, is the nt piut mltra of splendor. Ifii 
grave is coveied by a box shaped like the roof of a house, rather ekfiiei 
At the head, covered by the costliest kinds of Cashmere shawls, ihrm 
over it carelessly. The turban has a wa\nnn; pluiM, with a perfect gtuk 
of diamond'^ in front, and the whole defended bv a mi if n'r elaborate! v ornt* 
mented with pearl. Exterior to that, nrc colossal gilt candlesticks and caii' 
dies, braced to a perpendicular by chaced silver cbnin.^ made fa«*t to pilltirs. 
Two of his! dausrhlers and some others of his fntnily are lying ijtmr. All 
the graves of Sulians, even uf a reiaole period, are indicated by similar 
sarcophagi, over which are plumed torbans of elegant patterns, sad 
splendidly ornamented with gems of great prke. In one of the pi* 
lories of the Mosqne of Ahmed, there were as many as tw» oailbsdt 
of boxes, chests and trunks of all sizM and patterns, the property of 
individuals and filled with their treasures. They are regarded as such sa- 
cred deposits, that hnwevpr long they mnv remain, no deprednrions are 
ever known to be mode upon ihem. The owners go an(] adil (n the con* 
tents, or ftike away, a6 Itbitum, in two hundred years a lock would not 
be disturbed by any one but the lawful owner, or representative of the od« 
who placed it there. There is no parallel to the honesty of these people 
in some, respects, or their dishoneety in others. They will cheat cm 
other in trade, by false entries, alterations of records, and by frauds on gov- 
ernment, but starve in a gutter before they would abstract a para front 
trunk laid on the door of a mosque, if it contained millioos and the theft 
eouki never be known. 



Asylum for the Deaf and Ihimb at Hartford, Conn. — From ;i Report, 
by Dr. Graves, C'linir'nan of the Commiiit c t)f the AIassachui>etts Lejris- 
laiure on i^ubiic Chaniable Institutions, at the last session, we copy the 
following respecting a most deserving institution in a neighboring State. 

** Tbe condition 4if the Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb, at HartM, 
Conn., has for many vears been annually reported to the Legislature, vd 
hs high character and success are well known. As the State contriboies 
to the support of ita inmates, it was visited by your committee, and, after 
personal inspection, they believe it to he entitled to the high rank it has 
uniformly held among the charitable institutions of our country. The 
niiinl^er of pupils in the nsylum, during the pn^t year, was about 200, who 
Were sustained at an averaire expense of about 8150 each. The number 
from Massachusetts, who are beneficiaries of the State, was 74. For the 
support of each, the State pays $100, besides an additional sum forcblb* 
ing; at an aggregate expense, for the year, to the Commonwealtb, d 
•8^05 58. 

The principal, Rev. Lewis Weld, devotes himself with mnch seal ssd 
wisdom to the institution, and to the accomplishment of ita humane pa^ 
poses, aided by faithful and interested assistanta. 
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*♦ The intereaL of the pupils in their studies, their proficiency in useful 
attainments, their habits of industry and order, the indications of intelli- 
gence and cheerfulness expressed in healthy and happy countenances, al* 
most precluded the idea of a deficiency in the senses, and nade a most 
fiiYofaUe impression on the committee.*' 



Stricture of the (Esophagus. — A case uf ihis kind of stricture, similar 
in its cause and Tesult to the one inserted in a preceding page, was reported 
to the Medico-Chirurgical Society of London, and is published in the So- 
ciety's Volume of Transactions lately issued* The following notice of it 

18 from the Dublin Journal. 

** This ease of Stricture of the CEsopbagus proved fatal two years and 
three month? after soap-lee« hnd been accidentally swallowed. The ^jmp- 
toms were nimost precisely analogous to those which were presented in the 
inanv similar casts that are on record: namely, appar( nily complete reco- 
very Irom the inunediate effects of the accident; symptoms of dilliculty in 
swailowing, occurring many months — in this case ten — aftervvutds ; ihe 
patient being unable to get any solid food into the stomach, it being re* 
turned by & mouth, after having been retained in the cesophagus for a 
space; rapid improvement at first, under the use of bongies, but eventually 
complete closure of the passage ; and death, with the most frightful suffer- 
ings from hunger and thirst, the torments, as appositely remarked by Dr* 
Baaham, resembling those of the fabled Lydian Kinf}': 

* Nec UbU ioter aquas, aoc poma patestia caipit 
TtBtoluiBlalisl qMmtAUifnmaaL* 

*' The deduction to be drawn fkom all tiia recorded cases ^ (Esophageal 
stricture produced by local irritants is, we fully agree with the author» that 
as soon as the immediate inflammatory symptoms hare been subdued, the 
bougie should be employed daily, and its use continued for many months, 

even in the absence of any indications for its necessity. Indeed, its intro- 
duction, at short intervals, should not be omitted during the remainder of 
the individual's life." 



The Comparative Fecundity of the Black and White Races, — Dr. E. M. 
Pendleton, SpTirta, Geo., in an article on this subject, published in the 
Charie»iun .Mdicui Journal, gives the following statements in proof thai 
the whites are not more prolific than the blacks. 

"By the recent ceu&ub of Hancock Co., Ga., vve have asceruuned that 
there are 687 white females, between the ages of SO and 40 years, which 
may be proper lytermed the chitd*bearing period of woman% life. There 
•TO, likewise^ 1807 white children under ten years of age, being an ave- 
rage of 2.06 per cent* of children for each female. Of the blacks, includ* 
ing mulattoes, there are 9S6 women between 20 and 40, and 2392 children 
under ten, beincr 2.42 per cent, of children to the woman. We infer from 
this table, that the blacks are much better breeders than the white?, and, 
hv consequence, the naturnl increase of the one race is as mnch larger 
than lhat of the other, as 2.42 is larger than 2.05. By what process of 
rauocination can we maintain the hypothesis, that our negro females are 
forever drenching themselves with nostrums, injurious to their health, and 
fatal to their of&pringi One well authenticated table, like the abovoi is 
worth more as an argument, than all the plausible theories of the pro- 
foandeet philosophers of the age.'* 
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He also shows* by an analysis of 2852 cases in his own practice (1^ 
of which were whites, and 1030 blacks), lhat ihe prevalence of di»eua 
eonnected with sterility in females is £^reater among whites than black 
" Of dysmenorrhrca, which is apt to induce inrtirable sterilit}', the ratio of 
black"! to n hiies, according" to population, is 0.30 to 0.14, showing ibatthe 
whiles are Mibject to this disease more than two to one. Of menorrhagia, 
it is 0.16 to 0.10. Of prolapsus uteri, 0.26 to 0.09, nearly three to one. 
Of amenorrhcea, that disease in which conception is next to impossible, it 
is 0.23 to 0.09. Leucorrhcea, 0.11 to 0.06 ; and abortion, 0.40 to 0.51- 
showing the tendency to abortion larger in the black female than the vUie, 
while in every other disease it is the reTerse." 



New Professorial Appointments m New York, — The vacancies lately 
occasioned by death and resignations in the New York Medical Schools, 
have been filled, as will be seen by the following extracts from the krt 
number of the New York Medical Gaaette. 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the College of Physicians and Surgwns 
of New York, held on the 22d inst., Dr. Elisha Barilett was elected to fill 
the chair in that institution, vacated by the death of the late Dr. Be:k. 
We understand tlint the votes stood, 12 for Dr. Bartlett, and 6 tor Dr. 
Swett, which included all the votes. The election of Dr. Barlleii will be 
hailed by the true friends of the venerable college as adding strength and 
refutation to the school, and we doubt not he will prove a valuable ^quh 
sition to the facahy, iocreasinff both their popularity and osefalness. 

Dr. Alfred C. Post* of N. York, has been elected Professor of Surgery 
in the University of New York, in place of Dr. Gross, resigned; and Dr. 
Meredith Clymer, of Philadelphia, Professor of the Institutes and Prsetiee 
of Medicine, in lieu of Dr. Bartlett, resigned. Both these gentlemen ar? 
well known, and their election cannot fail to increase the reputation tnl 
promote the success of the school. 

Dr. J. M. Carnochan has been appointed Pron^>or of Surgery in ilie 
New York Medical College, in place oi Dr. A. L. Cox, resigued. This 
is an excellent appointment. 



Buffalo Medical School. — \Vc learn tlial Dr. John C. Dalton, Jr., of iht? 
city, has been elected Professor of Physiology and Medical Jiirisprudence 
in the University of Butlhlo, N. Y., in place of Dr. C. B. Coventry, ap- 
pointed Emeritus Professor. 



A New Beoderizer. — Dr. J. D. Buzzell, of Cape Elizabeth, Maine, has 
been in our city a few weeks past, for th'^ purpose of infrodacincf a new 
substance latelv disrovered in his neighborhood, which is reputed to 
possess the property oi dnsiroving the odor of putrid animal or vegeiabk 
mailer. We have only had ati opportunity of testing it in one instance, 
and cannot therefore judge correctly of its true merits ; but in this first 
trial we most say it proved very satisfactory* It is our intention to give it 
a thorough test, and publish the results in the Journal. 



Cod' Liver Oil. — A sample of cod-liver oil has been received from Mr. 
Robert G. Frazer, a respectable chemist of Hulilux, N. S., which presena 
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evi^ry pviHcnce of purity. Wholesale dealers in the article will find it to 
tht ir advantage, before purchasing el.scwhere, to confer with Mr. Frazer, 
who is prepared to supply any quantity that niay be desired. 



The Medical Faculty and the Clergy. — The following sentiment was 
given by the Rev. Mr. Allen, at the banquet table, on the occasion of cele- 
brating ilie anniversary of the Massachusetts Medical Society at Worces- 
ter, on Wednesday last. 

** The Faculty and the Clergy of Massachusetts — May they both remeni« 
ber that the ancient shepherds hoDored .d^sculapius, not because he was 
luckled by a goat, but for the divine halo which beamed from bis bead." 



Medical Miscellany. — Mention is made in the public })apers of a beauti- 
'ui service of siUtr plate presented to Dr. S. S. Wbitiioy, of Dedham, Ms., 
jy a patient from Catkada, on whom the doctor succesiilully performed the 
)alato*pla$tic operation. — ^Prof. Gross, of Ky.» is said to hsve a work in press 
>n the Diseases of the Urinary Orirans. — t>r. A. Hester has lately become 
)roprietor as well as editor of the N. Orleans Medical and Surgical Journal, 
laving purchased, at sheriflf's sale, the interest of the late proprietors, J. B. 
•Veld Sc Co. — Dr. Bennc ft Dewier, of New Orleans, has been elected a 
nember of the Medico-Ctiinircfical College of Piiiiadelphia. — The New 
^^^^rsey Medical Reporter is now publi.shed monthly, instead of quarterly, 
IS formerly. — Dr. Francis Gurney Smith, one of the editors of the Phila- 
iclpliia Medical Examiner, has been appointed one of the physicians of 
be St. Joseph's Hospital, io that city, in place of Dr. S. Jackson, resigned. 
— M. Lozoi a French naval surgeon, recommends, in the administration 
f cod-liver oil, that it be combined with a mucilage containing pancreatic 
uice, which ilius forms an artificial chyle. In this form the oil is readily 
nd cornpleitly absorbed, and its etlect more readily obtained in phthisis. — 
)r. RavfMibill, another of the House Physicians at Bellevae* New York, 
ied at the Hospital lately, of typhus fever. 



Il 'oks and P tmphUts recnivd and to Xodrrd. — The Physical Heallh of the Brain, by I. Rav, 
LD., of Uie Biitlcr llospiinl for the Iiisauc, I'nividcnce. R. I. — Mt'molr of Dr. Twitchull, by H.l. 
owditrh, M.IV, Bmlon. — The Accomnnodatioii of ihe E\g to Distanrini, Itv W. C. Wallace, U.D., 
t*w York. — Ripnrt ofa irn?iiiico ajipoiiiifd l>v i) :> N. V. AfTf't^my of Mctlirine ujion U»e com- 
irative value oi iMilk funu^l truin tiu-^iop Di&tillcncn aiiU other foofi, by A. K. Gardner, 
ew York.— Transartions oflhe Collee^c or Physicians, of Philadelphia. — Intermarriage; or the 
(nlr in whirh. nixt ili - rnti'<p^ why, ttenuty, Healih and Intellect natuU from certaia uaiom. By 
icxandcr Walker, i'hiiadciphia : Loudsay 6c Blakiatoo. 



To CdRRKSi'ONUKMTs. — Dr. .MitrheH'!* report of a CdM of Imperforate Anus, and Dr. Zice> 
r'-: remarks on ibe Treaunent of Straqfuiaied Heniia, weie lecdved loo late for inseriioa in ibe 

iv^ent iiuiiiber. 



MAKKirn,— At Rrookhn. N. V., l.ionard Caxsell McPhail. M D., latenvgeoo U.S. Army, to 
i»» Caroline El^zabcin, young:est daughter of Robert Speir, Ein(. 



Death* in BoMUm-'fot Ihe we«'k ciKliiig SalurdHy noon, May 31, 71. — Males, W — fntmleii, 31. 
y^cess, 1 — accidental, I— anemia, 1— apoplexv', iT-inllammaiion of bowels, I— <Usea»e of brain, 
-consumption, 17 — ronvolsions, 4— canker, croup, 3— debility, 1— <lyseniery, 1— <lrop«y of 
9 I, rain. 3 — drownrd. 2— typhus fever. 4 — typhoid l«-\« r. ,'— scarlet fever, 1— lunp fever, 7 — 
micide, I— ^iilcraperance, 1 inflammation, I— infantile, 3— disease of the liver, 2 — ludaroroaiioa 
the luug«. marawntM, l^measles, % s malipox, I. 

I 'lidrr vears, 28— !>oiwpeii 5 and 20 yoars, 3— between "^O nn i vrrtrs, 21 — between 40 
(J (iO veara* 13— over 60 years, ti. Americans, S!^ \ forea^uers aud children of fcveifnr-rs, 43. 
The above iiieliidet 17 deatiM al UM Cttj ImMmm. 
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Middles*. r (Ma$$.) North Dl.sf. Medical Society. — Ai a meeting of this 
Society, l»el<i at Lowell, May 21, the following gentlemen were elected 
officers : — Dr. John C. Dalton, Prendeni ; Dr« John C. Bartlett, Viet Prt' 
sideni: Dr. Charles A. Davis, Secretary; Dr. Luther B. Mone, Tres^ 
urer and Librarian; Drs. E. Huntington, N. Cutter, and J. P. Jewett, 
Standing Committee : Drs. £. Huntington, J. C. Bartlell, J. D. Pillsbary, 
Oilman Kimliall, J. \V. Graves, A. B. Bancroft, N. Allen, and N. B. Ed- 
wards, Counsellors; Drs. E. Huntinc^tnn J. 0. Bartlelt, D. Wells. A. B. 
Bancroft, and Allen, Ctmors ; Dr. K. K. Sanborn, Curator of the 
binet. 

Dr. E. Huniington presented the following Resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted * 

Beitdved, That in the death of Zadoe Howe, M .D., late of Billerica, the 
medical profession has heen bereaved of one of its oldest, ablest, and roost 
yeneratcd members, and the community at large of a sagacious, wise and 
good man. 

Resolved^ That the interest Dr. Howe manifested in the cause of edu- 
cation and relitrion, and the munificent donations he made in furiberaoce 
thereof, entitle his memory to the respect and affection of all true men. 

Resolred, That a copy of tliese Resolutions, siu:ned by the President aud 
Secretary of the Middlesex North Dist. Medical Society, be forwarded to 
the Trustees of the Literaij Institution about to be established, throogh 
his munificence, and to the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal for pnbt 
cation. 

Dr. Harlin Fillsbury presented the following Resolutions, which woe 

unanimously adopted : — 

Resohed^ That we have learned with deep regret the death of our pro* 
fessinnnl associate, Abner H. Brown, M.D., Inte of this city. 

Ju.solted, That in the death of Dr. Brown, we have been deprived not 
only of a highly esteemed associate, and his family of a devoted husband 
and lather, but the medical profession at large of a high-minded, hoiioii- 
ble and skilful practitioner, and our city of a fearless advocate of truth, 
morality and religion. 

Besoived, That entertaining a lively memory for his estimable qualitiei 
as a physician and as a man, his firm integrity and singleness of purpose, 
his kindness of heart and energetic spirit, we deeply sympathize with his 
afflicted family in the loss th^-v have j^u^tain^d. 

ResUcedt That a copy of these Kesoluiiuns, signed by the Prf»sident aod 
Secretary of the Middlesex North Dist. Medical Society, be iuruardtd to 
the family of our late brother, and to the Boston Medical and Surgicil 
Journal lor publication. John C. Diltok, Pres^l. 

CHaRLBS A. Davis, See^ry. 



Corundum Wheels. — Mr. Francis Arnold, dental and surgical instm* 
ment manufacturer, of Baltimore, has recently imported from England aa 
assortment of corundum wheels, varying in diameter from half an inch ts 

four inches. He has also slabs, varying in shape and thickness, espe- 
cially designed for mechanical dentistry. To those who have never ojeJ 

conindum wheels, it may be necessary to state that thev cit porrelnir 
about four times as fast nn emery wheel, and leave a much smoother 
surface. As they have been u^cd in our laboratory for about two v*^'a:>, 
we can certify to their superiority over any kind of grinding wheel wiiicii 
has come under our uot'ice.^Amerkan Jour. Dental Science. 
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ON THE PRINCIPLES INVOLVED IN THB TREATMENT OF STRAN- 
GULATED HERNIA. 

BY GEOROB J. ZIEGLEll, M.D. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and kiurgical JottrwU* 

Sir, — I have been much pleased and interested with the report, in your 
excelleQt Journal, of several cases of strangulated hernia reduced so 
speedily and effectually by the influence of opium, vet somewhat dis- 
appointed that the writers thereof have not given a detailed descriptioa 
of the modus operandi of this and analogous remedies, or, rather, the 
•principles upon wiiich such treatment is founded. This is somewhat 
of a fault or inadvertency with writers generally, and yet it is of the 
utmost importance ; for if the principles are established and understood, 
we can then, Cfpteris parihts, institute the treatment with a greater cer- 
tainty of prndnrinn tlie desired resuh. Caso«, however, showing the 
etTects of certain uitiuences and remedies in dirterent conditions and un- 
der vnrvinfT rimmistances, must be first obtained, these facts beinc; ne- 
( t'ssary to the (I mIik tion of the principles and laws for the successiui 
prevention, treattiK iit and cure oi disease. 

Jn the subject under consideration, viz., the principles involved in tlie 
reduction ui hernia, and tbe practical apphcation of these principles, 
ibere are several points worthy of special attention. And, first, the 
character and condition of the tissues implicated ; second, the state 
of the alimentary canal with regard to its contents at tbe time of the 
strangulation ; third, the remedies generally recommended and oiupl()\'< (l, 
their modes of action and effects ; fourth, the true indications for treat- 
ment ; and, fifth, the fulfilment of these indications. 

In the first, the character of the tissues, these are of several varieties, 
the principal of which are, viz., the dermoid, cellular, muscular, liga- 
mentousy serous, and raucous. 

The excitability, irritability and contractility of these difiereot tissues 
^ary greatly, and the eondiiion of them is greatly mo(li6ed hy these pn>- 
)ertie9. The first efiect of a descending or strangulated hernia is to ex- 
nte irritation and pain in the tissues affected, which wiN^ if it is pro- 
onged, implicate the surrounding ones, on the principle that irritatba 
vUl beget or induce irritation. This mav be confined to tbe region, 
>r extend and disturb the system generally, and consequently produce 
ipesmodic action, both of the voluntary and mvoluntary muscles, of a 
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limited or more general character. Then if the excitement continue, 
congestion will result, oa the principle of ubi initiuio ibi afiuatt; 
and these still actively persisting, will run into inflamnoation, which coay 
extend to the' whole or a part of the serous and other tissues involved, 
with an excitation of a general febrile condition of short duration, usu- 
ally followed soon by great prostration, and uUimately terminate in rew- 
lution, elTusion. and adhesion, or gangrene and sphacelus with '^louehin:. 
and the production of an opening, i:^enerally externallv. thu-. r< Iscving 
the distension and constriction, and consequent tmiaiion and intlamma- 
tion of the parts, by a false anus, or^ by a greater evil, the destrucUoa 
of llie life of the individual afTprtpd. 

In tlie second, at the time oi the piotnislon or strangulation, n u'i- 
mentary canal maybe partially or exttusiMly 611ed with nutritiw md 
excrementiiious iiiaiier, or be cornparativt^lv or quite empty, but uitjfe 
frequently, probably, in the former condition. This, of course, will re- 
quire attention in the treatment. 

The third is of mucli interest, and wortliy of the most careful coo- 
sideraLioii. A studiuii^ exaimnaiiuu oi the piuperties, action and vSvcls 
of the various remedial agents, and the relation they bear to abnonna! 
conditions, and the means requisite for their removal, w ill lead to and 
promote a just discriminatioD and a proper understanding of the mie 
method of conrecting those for which their special employment b requK 
site, and of none, probably, more so than the IbrmidaUe one under da- 
cussion. These for the present purpose are very numerous, and may be 
comprised in the two groups of general and local remedies ; but it wfll 
be better to confine the attention to those most im})oiiant and generallr 
employed. These are bleeding, warm bath, sedatives fsucb as tobacco 
and opium), catliartics, S^c. ; and to the parts externally, ibroentatioDs 
of various kinds, high and low temperature by means of water or ice, 
and pressure by the taxis. 

Tuose of the first, such as depletion and tobacco, mostly act only bf 
the sedation and consequent general relaxation which they produce, and 
thus may, and undoubtedly do, to a certain extent, promote the rpton 
of the protruding part ; but they, at the same time, place the system 
in an unfavorable condition, even if etfectual, and especially 90 if this 
result should not follow, while their loral beneficial action is not cooh 
pensatory for this evil, except when reduction follows, and in tlial SUg*" 
in which innaiiiniution is about to, or has already, supervened, v^hrt 
such general remedial mrasures will he indiratt d. Tlie first hkedtOS 
and warm bulh particularly, ns they niuiierate arterial and nervous ei- 
citement and thus allay irritation and innnimnution, promote relass- 
tion, and increase the seerefions, the (lijriiu r aUo acting ns a diverts 1;- 
lum. without deprfving llie ti>siies of that inhi rent power ol" coiitrdcliliiy, 
except so 1i [ as it is dependent upon the lus> of tJjeir stimulus, l-lt^or!. 

The aciiuii of tobacco, however, is of a different character, jmhI vrrv 
deiiressive, its influence upon the nervous system and vu tnsira of iir 
tissues, and especially that of the voluntary and involuniai n niuscuir: 
fibre, being primary and direct, and therefore the arterial puw cr fails 
secondarily. Thi^ sedation may be no ^reai, and be contioued so lon^ 
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ptftictilarly if there has heen a little inrlisoretion m its exhihitioh, that 
there may not be vital force sufficient to keep up life action, even after 
the correctioD of the deranged condition ; and if neither great deprei- 
sion nor the reduction takes place, the destractkm of this property of the 

tissues to any extent, will, so far, effectually operato against the bene0- 
cial effects otherwise derivable froni^ther and subsequent treatment, and 
tend to prolyl oto tbb necessity for that dpprobria, the operation. Conse- 
quently it would seem to be endrely contra-indicated as an internal and 
general remedy. 

There are others, however, acting the oreneral system, differing fitNti 

tlie<:e. in some respects, in poss^inv, in addition to the sedative or nort- 
irritant action, other propertias, the inrtuence of which ap[>ears to be 
more appropriate, and therefore d(siral)lf, ono of the best, and the 
trpe of whirh, i-^ opium. Tliis, in addition to allaying; the [general and 
local n'^rvon^^, ai trruil and niuscuhr excitement, thus prntTioting llie re- 
laxation of the general system and of the stricturing part particularly, 
without that i^reat depression, stimulates the intestinal tissues to contrac- 
tion, thus exciting and a^^sistinrij the natin*al effort to wirhdraw the in- 
carcerated portion throuii;h the constricted (u itic(; by a ijeiule and steady 
action, supcrioi to and more successful, if properly taken advantage of, 
that) any artilicial pro<^e?:s which can be adopted. In ollu i word, it 
seems to induce rLiaxntioii of the voluntary muscles, while it excites 
contraction of the invoiuntuiy. 

In the second ^ronp of remedies, or those acting more especially 
thronoh the local influences induced, which according to the mode of 
exhii)iiiun are divisible into internal and external, mjiy be comprised 
cathartics per orum or anum, and various other agents generally ad- 
ministered by injection,' or applied by btion, fomentation or otherwise, 
to the parts eictemally. And, first, the internal remedies. ■ Among the 
first qnestiotis propounded in a case of suspected or asserted hernia, is, 
has defecation taken place ; and if so, has n been perfect ? and if not, 
it supports the idea of the exbtence of such a state, and further, that 
in consequence of the complication which is thus indicated, the condi- 
tkxi may prove to be of a serious character. Hence it has always been 
considered, that by excidng the peristaltic action of the intestines, and 
thus causing or forcing a passage of the fiscal matter through them to the 
natural outlet, this abnormal state would be corrected. This is un- 
doubtedly true in many instances ; for by the alternate contractk)n and 
expansion of the intestinal tissues, the incarcerated portion may be with- 
drawn through the stricture. But if this should not prove to be the 
ca$e, as it ofien does, the presence and stimulus of substances introduced 
into the upper part of the alimentary canal above the stricture, for such 
purposes, by tile irritation which they produce will excite an action to 
dislodge them ; and as this cannot be effected by the usual mode and 
channel, it will cause the reflex condition for their expulsion, viz., the 
rciqirtritation thronii;h the intestines into llio stomach, and thence by 
ernesis per orum. iSnw thi^ i-^ the tendency of the diseased or demni^ed 
action under similar circumstances — first, by the irritation, if sufhcu nt, 
to excite catharsis ; and next, by Uie increased disturbance, from this 
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ibortive attenipl, emens ; and, if the imiatioD and atinmliii of dMM 
agenfs intended to be remedial are wperadded, thb tendency beooon 
predomfiaDt, and decided aetiTity supervenes, tod consequently alaeo- 
raoeous vomttiog and intussusception, with all their dreadiiii efiects, era 

to the sacrifice of the life of toe unfortunate sufferer, are in almost ob- 
tain result. Hence this treatment should be instituted widi great cn- 
tion, and, to my mind, nol at all primarily^ or at least until other bm- 
aures have failed, or as an adjuvant to other treatment ; ftv it is knovi 
that large quantities of excrementitious matter may aoeumokte and re- 
main & some time in the intestinal canal without exciting any gmt 
amount of, or even any perceptible, irritation. 

The reverse of this, however, in the introduction of these stimulttiDg 
agents into the lower nnd Inrrrer intestines, belr3w the strangulated part, 
niav be of much greater benefit, thus excitin^^ the peristaltic inovemenls 
of die other and inferior portion of the intestines, ihereliy caiismg ac 
evacuation or sutlicient action to withdraw, in the s;i me way, the con- 
stricted tissues. Yet even here, if they do not succeed in producing the 
desired efftjctj they may be of doubliul efficacy, or even positively tp'"> 
rious by the additional irritation to which tliey ^i\ e rise ; but in conjuuc- 
lion with other properties and remedies which will be mentioned 
sently, they may be n(hnissible. The action of those different mechani- 
cal bodies sometimes introduced per anum, such as candles, long bougie?. 
&i.c., appears to be similar, by exciting contraciiJlty, and they have in some 
cases succeeded when other means bad iailed ; hut us there arc more 
certain modes of eff*ecting this, they should be di^arded, except whe& 
other objects could not be obtained. 

The exbibitbn, per rectum, of direct aedatiyes, the most nctife cf 
which is tobaccoy which is usually, however, introduced by tlua dnani 
would seem to be entirely oontra<^n<ficated finm what baa already ben 
aaid, and from a further momentary consideiation of their ioflnenee, ia 
lelation to the efiects required, and the condition to be coirected* IV 
actbn of this class of remedies, and the above-mentiooed one vi 
aenre ibr the type, is, as before stated, to allay irritation and dastroy eia> 
tabllity and contractility, and thus produce relaxation. The 6ist m 
is very desirable, but tlie latter obiectionable, particularly in this plaot 
because by the destruction of this inherent power of the inteatinal and edar 
tissues to contract, it thus prevents them from responding to appropmt? 
stimuli, and conseouently of ireeing themselves from their imprisoned 
condidon ; hence they roust be absolutely injurious, and necessarily aa- 
nihilate, partially or completely, the advantages otherwise derivable from 
extraneous aid, for it is principally if not entirely upon the ioduction of ibis 
movement of contraction and retraction, by position, remedies, or tk 
taxis, or all combined, that the operator is enabled to return the pro- 
truding part at ill. Thi<? preservation and use of tl)e vis medicatrix f^" 
highly essLMuial, and should not be lost sight of in its appUcatioQ to 
treatmeni of disease. 

On the otlier hand, the action of those remedies, which, in addition to 
this property of a sedative, possess that of a«=tr5n<Tenry, as acptnte d 
lead, or oibeis having the Ibrmer in a high degree, yet the latter to i 
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kner exteBt» or^ probtbly by allaying initttioD eicitos or pemitli the 
mtural oontnetUity of the tnaueft to become active^ would seem to be 
peculiariy e|»piicable. Hence the beneficial edfeels of opium and ka 
pvapaiatioiis ; and to obtain, io the fullest extent, the value of theae 
pioperties, to render this efibrt more decided, the combination of this 
class of sedativea and astringents would be indicated. 

In the external treatment a great variety of remedies have also been 
resorted 10, in addition and to promote the efliciency of that all-ira- 
poitant one, pressure fiom the taxis, a few of which wiU be noticed, vis., 
application of dry cups, of cold and warm water, ice, fomentations of va- 
rious medicinal substances, &c., many apparently without any de6nite idea 
of their effects, but rather with the vague hope that they might prove 
efficacious. Some of these, however, are deserving of the greatest at- 
tention, and by ^ correct appreciation of their properties and modus ope^ 
roTidif mziy be made essentialiy useful in assisting or promoting the action 
of the other remedial measures. 

When ice or cold water, or a low temperature froni, or by means of, 
anything, is applied to a part, it is well known that il acts as a sedative 
and an astrino^ent, and therefore allays irritation and causes contraction ; 
whilst warm water, or a ctmiparatively moderately high temperature, in 
addition to the first causes or proiiiotes relaxation. Hence these vary 
widely in their properties, and require this necessary disci iniin a lion lor 
their judicious tmployment. There are also many other agents possess- 
ing; these properties, some of wliich have been j)n;viously ineiitioned, 
but to a correct application of them it will be necessary to uudei^tajjd, 
and for this purpose it will now be proper to examine, the 

Fourth, or the tme indications to be iitlfilied* These appear to be- 
First, the pievention or correction of the ifritation both local and gene* 
iml, and consequently the banelul effects of the continuance of siK^b, 
which may be (uinisbed by the internal exhibition of full and fiequeot 
doses of opium or its salts, kc* Second, the contraction of the intestinal 
and strangulated tissues^aiid thns to withdraw them through theoonfinmg 
put mto Uie abdominal cavity* This may be niduced by astringents, such 
as acetate lead, tannin, Ice. ; the former, b addition to its astringency, 
raerttng a sedative, and thus promoting its former action, while it is, at 
tbe same time, assisting the sedative and astringent influence of the 
opium for the former indication, as it is a well-established feet that this 
latier prodooes constipation, which may not, however, depend altogether 
upon its astringent, but its stimulant or sedative and desiccadve influence 
on the tissues and secretions, thus modifying the hygvometric condition 
of the mucous and other membranes. Third, position, which should 
be such as to promote the relaxation of the abdominal and other muscles 
and tissues concerned in the constriction of the protruded part. Fourth, 
the more immediate corrertion oi' the irritation, and the induction of re- 
laxation of and aWnit the confining tissues. These may be produced by 
the external application upon and around the tumor, of warm water, 
warm infusions of belladonna, stramonium, &;c., or, probably, better still, 
bv solutions of their active principles atropia, daturia, he. ; or, where 
none of these are convenieo^ the leaves of these plants, or those hav- 
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ing analogous properties, as tobacco, &c. ; but this latter ts so radOj 
absorbed, aod so powerfully and directly sedative, that if used iodii* 
criminately even here, it may interfere with the successfiil action of the 
internal remedies. Fitth, the taxis, the pressure from which should be 
very gentle, yet steady and prolonged. Sixth, after the reduction, the 
evacuation of the alimentary cahal. Tljis, however, is souk nes spon- 
taneous; but if not, it can generally bo efT^ cied with liiile ditiiculty, br 
injection, or otherwise, of mild and soothing cathartics, such as castor 
oi), &c. These are preferable, because the tendency is still, if it is mi 
already active, to inHammation, and therefore should be carefully guti^ 
ed against, even to tlie exclusion of cathai^is for a time if the tendeocj 
or action should be very strong, although in this stage, from the nriodi6^^ 
condition of the intestinal membranes, inflammation may arise and de- 
pend upon the fa?cal accumulations. Hencf* it rejjufrcs jij<!trioo^ di=- 
crimination. Sovrnth, the prevention and cure of inflammation and it- 
consequences by ihf' usual antiphlogistic treatment, acrnrrrmi^ to th^ 
starve and activity of tiie disease, and the characteristic teudt^ncies of 
patient's system. 

In the liftli, the fulPihiicnt of these indications, therefore, it would be 
first neeH<Jsai v to place the patient in surh a position as to relieve th* 
distension, and relax as nuicli as pos>il)lr' the abtlominal and other mus- 
cles and the tissues implicated, then to adniiiHster, per anum, anod}T)?s 
and astringents, such as opium or its salts, as sulphate or nuuiate of mor- 
phia, iic, acetate of lead, or tannin. In the event, how ever, of iht 
bowels being much loaded with effete matter, large doses of the asirin- 
gents might be objectionable ; at the same time, eneraata of any mild 
cathartic might be employed, and particularly those possessing an after- 
astringent action, as rhubarb, cold water, &&c., to empty the lower bowt^Is, 
folbwed immediately by the anodynes and astringents ; or, in orgeat 
caaes, it might be proper and necessary to lesort directly to the latter, t» 
the exclusion of the Ibrmer, till subsequent to the reduction. 

Externally, however, as before indicated, instead of an action of cob* 
traction to reduce the protrusion, it requires dilatation or relaxmlion id 
relieve the imprisoned tissues ; and to produce this it will be necessaiy 
to call in the aid of that class of remedies which, in addition to the 
sedative influence, possess the power of relaxing or dilating. Fortn* 
nately, these are readily obtainftble ; the best of which is waim watff, 
warm infusions of belladonna, stramonium, or their active principles 
atropia, daturia, or the leaves of these and analogous plants, tl>ose of 
stramonium and tobacco being very abundant in this country, and there* 
fore easily procured. These, with, if necessary, the taxb, woaJd no 
douht prove effectual in the majority of cases, in the eailier stages par- 
ticularly. Frequently, of course, after the inflammation has advanced 
to any considerable extent, and effusion and adhesion taken placo. thi< 
treatment woidd necessarily prove nugatory, yet would assist inaterialfy 
in the prevention and morl'Tation of such conditions, and thus promote 
the subsoqnent treatment whicli it maybe necessary to adopt, but which 
it is not ilu- d(!sign of this papor to discuss. 

it will be proper to state, in closing, tliat these views are not of cio- 
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inentaiy origin, but the result of considerable reflection, and aoDOunced 
some time smce in a published essay, entitled Zoo-adynamia/' in 
which, under the head of local manition, when speaking of local na> 
cotisni and its various appUcatioos, 1 glanced at toe present subject in 
the following woid»— ** The adynamia resulting from narcotism will 
generally disappear if the exciting cause is remoi^, hot b applicable to 
a great variety of useful purposes, both in surgery and medicme; thus, 
for instance, to the relaxation of the sphincters, &c* ; and for this pur- 
pose the class most appropriate b that of which belladonna b tbe type, 
and may be used for the dilatation of the iris, of the air-cells of tbe 
lungs, of the intestinal fibres and rectal sphincters, of the os uteri, of the 
perineum in labor when the child's heaci presses too hard upon it, thus 
pennitttng its easier passa^j^e, and removing the greater tendency to the 
rupture of that part, of the abdominal ring in the reduction of hernia, 
&c. Fiom the rapidity and certainty of its action, atropia would be 
roost appropriate in the majority of these cases. 

" The application of atropia, he, externally, in hernia, to allay the 
irritation and relax the constricting tissues, and the exhibition by the 
mouth, and by injection per rertum, of astrinirents and stimulants, as 
t:iniiin, acetate of h'n(]. o])iiini, &ic., to contract tlie intestinal tissues, and 
i!his withflrnw the incarcerated intestine t})rou"h the stricuirr, n«si>-ted 
by position, nnd, if Jiecessary, the taxis, would most probably aititid a 
sale and eilt ( dial mode of reducing hernia, without, iu many cases, tbe 
necessity of resorting to otlier means, or an operation." 

In the present article, however, it will be observed that I have endea- 
vored k> bkelch uul these principles more in detail, vet necessarily su- 
perficially, but, nevertheless, I hope sufiiciently jull to |Huve satisfactory. 

This treatment of anodynes and astringents is also applicable to in- 
tussusception, which is but a hernia in another position, in which the intes- 
tine itself is more exclu>.ively concerned ; and in some cases of this, as 
well as the other varieties, accompanied with atony, which would be in- 
dicated, to a certain extent, by the absence of the usual signs of activity 
of the intestinal canal, detected upon auscultation of tbe abdomen, strych- 
nia or electricity, in connectbn, would no doubt still further assist in in- 
ducing die contraction, and the witlidrawal and consequent liberation 
of the incarcerated and imprisoned tissues. 

Thb treatment, therefore, may be summed up and tabulated in the 
following manner : — 

GENERAL AND LOCAL, 

A. General. Indication, sedation ; remedies^ the best of which is opium 

or its salts, exhibited per.orum and anum ; adjuvants^ positicm, waim 
bath, bleeding, &tc. 

B. Lfocal, internal and external. 

a, internal ; indications, sedation and astringency; remedies, opium^ 
acetate of lead, tannin, &,c., per orum and anum, and in addition, 
in some cases, by the latter, catliartics, as rhubarb, cold wa* 
ter, he, 

b, external ; indications, sedation and relaxation ; remedies, bella- 
donna, stramonium, tobacco, warm water, position and the taxis* 
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In conclusion, I submit with diffidence, ht the consideiitioQ of ihe 
piofessionj these views upon a subject which has been so aUjr expouwl- 
ed and treated by the most learned and skilful suigeonsj jet with ihi 
firmest conviction of their truth, and also with the hope that diey my 
excite further reflection and discussion among those better qualified lo 
do justice to a subject of so much importance* I am more enooungni 
to do so, from the belief that if these views are not rf^rroct, and do mN, 
therefore, prove directly beneficial, they may possibly induce that tnb 
of thought and practice which may originate and bring forth the tne 
principle^;, and thus indirectly be serviceable. 

i^At/mie/pAia, JUoy 28rA, 1851* 



IMPERFORATE ANUS. 

To tht Editor of the Boalon Medical and Surgical Jourmal, 

SiR,^The following case of imperforate anus (*< artresia ani ") occum<i 
In my practice during the past week ; and as a congenital deformity of 
this character is rather infrequent, I thought a report of it might not be 
without interest to many of your readers. 

I was called on the 16th inst. to see an infant son of J. Tj. F.. 
was three Hays old. Upon examination. T discovered the nates to be 
perfectly adherent ; and, instead of the natural fi^-^iire lietwcen 
there appeared to be only a slight ridge, which \^'a- contmuous with ii« 
raphe of the scrotum. Tliere was not the slightest trace of the anis 
to be discovered ; but by placing tlu (inuer upon its region, and rnakiog 
fimi pressure while the child struggled or cried, the howel could be feh 
to press upon t be finger. The child ajipeared otln nx iseto be iH'rf'XL 
and 1 learned from the nurse that il had been lively up to the eveDing 
before, when it began to he so dmwsy iliat it was with much difficulty 
it could Ijc aroused, even suflieient to open its eves. At tlie lime 
of my visit, the stupor was still more profound, uiib a purplish and 
mottled state of the skin ; eyes sunken and countenance pinched ; de- 
noting that the vital powers of the system were giving war, probably 
from the irritaUon arising from the retamed secretions in the bowels. 1 
pave it as my opinion to the parents, that, on account of its weaknea^ 
It was quite probable that an operation would not prevent a fatal to- 
mination ; but, of course, its only chance for Kfe was in operating- 
They decided for me to operate. Accordingly, with the assistance of 
my brother, Dr. John Mitcnell, I proceeded as follows. The child wis 
placed upon the knees of an assistant, with its lace downward, and tbe 
natc» exposed. I then made an incision, with a small scalpel, seren 
or eight lines in len^b, commencing a litde anterior to the os coccyx, cot- 
tmg through the skm and a firm ligamentous growth immediately be- 
neath. I now used a long narrow straight bistouiy, which I carried up 
in the direction of the curve of the sacrum about one and a half inch^ 
when it entered the bowel, which was followed by a copkws dischuge 
of gas and meconium. There was not more than one or two teaspoon- 
(ub of blood lost during the operation, and yet, at its termination^ I fouad 
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my little patient v^'as sinking rapidly from the shock upon the nervous 
system. Various remedies and expedients were resorted to, to arouse 
liim, but witliout success. J lis oasps for breath continued to grow less 
and less iVecjuent, until he ceased to breathe ; but, as his li.-art still con- 
tinued to beat fepbly, niy brother conmienced th*' use of arliticial respi- 
ration. I could l<jel his heart beat stronger and faster everv time his 
Iunii>? were inflated ; and, after usini^ it for five or teu minutes, we had 
the sati^faetiuii ut again seeing the little fellow catch for breath, which 
he coniinut d to do more and more frequently until natural resjiiration 
was established. I mention tins ;is an example of ihe < ilicacy of arii- 
6cial respiration, when projierlv applied. The cliild, undoubtedly, uas 
in a state of syncope, so piuluuud that all the usual leniedics had failed 
to arouse him. A moderate dose of castor oil was now ordered to be 
given, to sweep out the bowels, and a few drops of bruiul) to be taken 
at short intervals in a little sweetened milk and water, until lie should 
rally ; and a tent, smeared with simj)le cerate, to be conslaii tly kept in 
the artificial orifice to prevent its union. 

Satunfoy, I7tb.-»LM stupor. Bow^ have moved several times since 
last evening, but he still remains quite feeble. 

Sunday, 18th.— Sank and died fioro inanition. 

1 have every reason to believe that had the operation been performed 
earlier, before the vital powers began to give way, it would have been 

successful. S. MlTCH£LL, M.D. 

Camenm MUk, Stenbm Co,, N. Y., May HI, J85K 



8U1T FOR MAL-PRACTICE IN VERiNONT. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Sir, — The suit for mal-practice of Johnson V9. Drs. Poole and Carpen- 
ter, of Bradford, Vermont, twice noticed in former numbers of your 
.louroal,* has been finally determined. The last hearing was before re- 
ferees under a nile of court, and terminated in a decision favorable to 
the defendants. The hearing was tedious and protracted, having lasted 
eight days, dunni;; which an enormous amount ol testimony, professional 
nnd domestic, was adduced. The prinriprd witnesses upon both sides 
were tlie same as noted in former communications to your Journal, re- 
L-iirding thi^ suit, 'i'he def 'ts, however, in addition to their former testi- 
I iionv. introduced tli(! tallies of Dr. Frank H. Hamilton, of Huttnlo, i\. 
v., sliov^iiiii iht^ averai^e results in cases of fractures of al! kinds ; 
n?Hl ;\\>o put upon the stand Dr. Oilman Kimball, of the Ix)weli iios- 
jiital. \vh()-e experience aiul intel!ii;enee pMulei-ed his testimony peculiarly 
valuable. Thus these worthy and nsefid jihysjcians, who have for years 
had llic confidence of the conimimity in which they live, after a three 
^-ears' erne] persecution in the law, and great suti'erinn. mentally and 
jecuniarilv. h.ive finally obtained their discharge. Their manly stand 
itjaiiist these speculating suits, is highly honorable to them, and duly 

* Sea Yd. x£l., pogw SIG and MO. 
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appreciated by their professional brc thien in tliis secii*Hi of the counir*. 
By a tithe of their expenses, tliey might in the first instanc*' have bouvjht 
their peace ; but they w ere too indignant at the baseness of the attempt 
to thus extoiL luoucv irom theiu^ to think a momeut oi a cuinproauie 
of lilt* kind. 

I have ju5t heard that Dr. Dixi Crosby, Professor of Surgery ai the 
Dartmouth Medical College, has been sued for luaUpraciice in Windsw 
County (Vt.) Court. While these suits prevail or continue to be 
brought, it is certainly desirable that those unjustly attacked sboukl, 
IS m this instance, be gentlemeD of affluence and high standing* Such 
suits are exceedingly oppressive and cruel to humble physicians, oTIimii* 
ed means. The public mind must be combated into a proper uoda>> 
standing of what constitutes a physician's le^al responsibuitj. Afters 
few contests, such suits will cease. No physician who has the menu 
will infamously submit to be plundered by <' buying bb peace.'* And a 
gentleman of Dr. Crosby's wealth, and well-eamed celebrity, will M 
shrink from doing hb part to combat and check this uimatnral cnisade 
against one of the most useful of professions, of which he is so distio- 
guished a nieniher. R. Jil« K. O. 

Bradford, Vt., June 2, 1851. 



A NOT£ ABOUT TUB ANNiVeEsiARY AT WORCESTCfU 
To the Editor of the Botton Medical and Surgical JoumaL 

Sir, — Wednesday, May 28, was a beautiful day. It is remembered as 
the anniversary of the Massac husetts Medical Society. A nunnber of 
Fellows left iiusion for Worcester in the early train, and in the free- 
dom of the wide roimtry, the freshness of the morning air, and the un- 
obstructed, brilliant lii^ht of the sun which the cit never sees or feels, we 
went along on express speed, to be soon, too soon, at our journey's end. 

Worcester is a fine place. A few years ago we remember it as num- 
bering eight or nine thousand people. Now it is towards twenty thou- 
sand, at least between sixteen and seventeen. Then bow altered it is in 
its whole expression. Fine blocks of brick and granite binldings, wide 
streets, with shade trees of various kinds and in the richest green of rot- 
tnritjr and health. We walked about and were delighted to be out of 
reach of door bells summoning us to stem duty, however cbeerfiiDy 
performed. We were glad to be where we could still see distinctly the 
mt-prints of nature, in the midst and pressure of the movements of maa. 

In doe time we went to the hall wnere the Society was to hold its 
annual meeting. The delegates were in good numbers and sufficieot 
strength, between three and four hundred, and assembled from all paits 
of the Commonwealth. It was pleasant to see old Berkshire's hills and 
valleys so well represented, and to meet friends whom we have so oAen 
sat by and worked with in tlie meetings in Boston. The meeting was 
opened, the records were read, and the usual amount of time given to 
the past, when a subject came up in a rejport, which, though it was le- 
gitimate busmesS) was, at least by the writer, regretted. Annual mest* 
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fogs are indeed for business. But thej are for sometbing else. Thej 
are for the reciprocation of kind feelings. We meet to see each other 
—to ieam how it has been with us — to hear of professional items which 
have been new, or of great interest — to help each other by such light as 
may be imparted — in short, we meet to see each other—to welcome the 
old, and to become acquainted with tfie new. 

Such, at len'^t, «;eem objects, and paramount ones, of such mertintjs;. 
The last one, the Worrc^ter one, was devotctl to Ijvisiness of a ver v disa- 
greeable nature — whicfi tilled the most of ilie lime— treading upon the 
dinner hour, and, woi-se than all, it was Irft unfiuished. By a happy 
suggestion the iiu t tinj^ was adjourned tu October in Boston, where it b 
most earnestly to be hoped that all matters which by any chance can 
disturb the harmony of the next meeting, or diminish its pleasures, may 
be entirely dispoi?tti of, and we can feel that in going to PittsGeid; which 
is the next place of meeting, we shall have indeed a holiday. 

The dinner — This was excellent, mast excellent. We confess to 
some knowledjje in such matters, so important on iliese occasions, and 
we declare thai wc have not in memory a public dinner so exccllcnl in 
itself, and so admirably served, as we sat down to, or rather luxuriously 
addressed ourselves to, at Fla^^ s Hall, Worcester. The Merrimac had 
sent to us its most delicious sumon ; the brook trout were in their kind 
perfect ; and the peas fiom the sonny South kist none of their sweet- 
ness in their transit, and were in an abundance beyond praise. We 
speak of that wfauh we know. But on every table, on ail sides, were 
dishes of every variety, and cooked and served admiiably, and each and 
all of them increasing our obligations to coniroittee, to maiket, and to 
cook. 

Do you say, dear Editor, that these are matters hardly to be discussed 
in a notbe of the anoiversaiy meeting of one of the nnost venerable and 
honoKMl societies amongst us ? I do not agree with you. I was at the 
dinner. I was at its most successful discussion, and if I did not enjov 
it a thousand dmes more than the rooming dwcmitoiw in the other baUi 
I am no true man ! 

1 mean to go to Pittsfield next spring, if so old a gentleman as your 
correspondent has a right to mean to do anything so long ahead, and 
there shake friend Childs by the band in his own ilk — wander about 
among the hills and fields — breathe the mountain air, eat my dinner with 
all the pleasure (which to my mind is the best thanksgiving) within 
the compass of a good appetite and a natural disposition to be 
and finally come boine again, and tell you how we tm% e fared. 

June 2, 1851. Ever yours, 



HBDICAL gClCNCE AND MEDICAL PRACflCB. 

(Communicated for th« Boctoo Medical and Burglcal Jotirna].] 

Few if any of the sciences are established upon a firmer basis than that 
of medicine. Its principles have their foundation in nature's laws, and 



Dig'itized by 



380 



Medical ScUtice and 31edical Practice. 



are consequently iruiiuaable. The same elementary ami fuadaraenul 
truths which were discovered and proclaimed two tJiousand years ago, 
have lost none of their value, but oa tiie contrary have ever since been 
corroborated daily. Like the precepts of the gospel, they hkve witli* 
stood the assaults of opposiDg forces for ages, but are as tnie to-day is 
ever they were* Not so with opmions ; they are ever changing — lakbg 
their character from the evidence on which they rest. Thus have theo- 
ries had their origin, rise and falL Thus have systems been reared, 
cherished, and finally abandoned to make room ibr more favored rivah, 
which in their turn are to share die same iate. As in theology, so m 
medicine, among a mulutude of errors there noay he found many glo> 
nous truths ! While the one has ever been receiving the united oppo- 
sition of a thousand and one ftfim, the other has been constantly opp^ed 
by as many pathies. Undoubtedly every system of medical practice 
contains some truth, while all contain more or less error. But medical 
science lays claim to off Me inUh in every system* Who does not know 
that the theory of Thomson, ikat heat is life and cold it death^'* is, 
in certain cases, literally true ? Who will deny that there is $ome tnith 
in that chief of medical delusions, homoeopathy — that ^^nmUia simiUlm 
curantur " is ever true ?-^tliat infinite«:imal doses are sometimes best 
tlint diet and regimen are all-important in the treatment of disease ? 
\V i)o will deny that the same, with a rational use of water both externally 
and intern.'illv. often of the greatest service, as in hychx)pathy 'i If 
there was no tiiilh in these systems of ]iraetiee, tliey could not exist at 
all. It is the little truth thev eontain u liirh cnal)les them to eke oul 
their ephemeral existence as long as they do. But here an iiii|>ortaiU 
question arises. If regular physicians lay claim to all the truth in the 
selence, why is quaekrry so much patronized as it is ? This leads me to 
speak of medical practice, more particularly in our own ranks. The la- 
cilities for enterini: our profession are so great, that hundreds are in- 
duced into it who have neither mental, moral or physical ability to |)i*ac- 
tise the profession with any success. The country i< filled w ith tlen t(ws 
— "Ves, M.D.S — orraduaies of our i)rst colleiires, ruanv of whom can 
jievcr practise with credit lo themselves or with safety to their patient^. 
It is done in this way : — Physicians are anxious lo have students in ilieir 
offices, as well for the honor of the thing as for the service they receive 
from them. The colleges are anxious to swell the number of tbeir re- 
spective classes, in order that their salaries may swell in pro|)ortion. 
They graduate as many as they can, that their next catalogue may ap- 
pear well, feeling under some obligations, no doubt, to such as have 
paid for one or two courses of lectures, remembering, at the same time, 
that diplomas nett them from fifteen to thirty dollars each. These are 
some of the reasons why the profession is so fall, and why so many are 
unqualified to become guardians of the public health. The result b, 
that there are more quacks mtk diplomas than there are withoui them. 
Medical science is charged with all their errors, and she is tlms brought 
into disrepute. I have seen many a case of simple fever, which if left 
entirely in the hands of nature would have terminated in health in from 
twelve to twenty days, protracted to as many weeks by the injudicious 
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use of powerful medicines adminbtered hf those who possess the highest 
Buthority to practise attainable in our scbods. When such cases fall 
into the hands of homoeopathy, and they forthwith recover by the cu- 
rative forces of nature, medical science has to suffer, while a medical de- 
lusion bears off the palm. Who wonders that men, alter having been 
drugged nearly to death, barely escaping with a broken constitution, 
should fly to ^e opposite extreme and become advocates of homceopa- 
tliy ? As much as I admire and value a rational and judidous practice, 
I bad rather be left in nature's care, and take powders of sugar until 
she restores me to health, than to lay on my back and swallow nau- 
seous dmgs every hour, day and nii;ht, for months together. Of two 
evils 1 would choose the least. Botli are aside from the truth, but the 
former b by far the safest error. There are, it is true, many high- 
itiinded and intelligent physicians among us, who arc alike an honor lo 
the profession and a blessing to the race ; and 1 would fain have reason 
to believe that there is no reverse side of the picture. It is of no use 
to war against quackery, while so much of it is found among ourselves ; 
and who does not see that ignorance in our profession is far more to bo 
dreaded than in homoeopathy ? Our medicines are " edged tools," 
which, if u-^ri] by skilful tiands, are capable of doing much good, while 
in ignorant, hands they must, in tbe nature of tlic case, produce disastrous 
results. HomtEopathy is a nullity ; and conscnjuently is practised witli as 
much safety by the ipiorant as by the learned. \;itur<; performs her 
task equally well wlielher sui;ar of milk is f^iven b^ the (mo, or tiie other J 
and much better then when interfered with by injudicious medication. 

Well, what is the remedy ? We sometimes say, "a disease is half 
cared when we know what it is." If so, how important it is in this 
case that our diafrnosis he correct. Mine is more than hinted at in the 
foregoing desultory remarks. If I am correct, the remedy is a plain 
one, though perhaps not of so easy an application as might be desired 
in this our free nation. 11. N. M. 

CcntreviUCf It. /., Ju;w; 3, 1851. 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

B08T0N. JUNE ll» 1891. 



EDITORIAL CORRnSPONDENCB, 

Greece, — Leaving at this point all further observations on Constantino- 
le, its peculiar instif 'i'ion«, nnd the ilhi^tralions which miirht be produced 
f Turkish character, together with such facts as have been colkclcd in 
ther parts of the empire, I must commpnce ti new series of note? by sav- 
ior that I am now in Greece — in Alliens^ too — surrounded on all sides 
y those master-pieces of architecture which have been, in their ruin, 
le admiration of past ages, and the astonisbment of all who in modern 
mes hare had the satisfaction of gazing upon them. While on the Toy- 
je from Smyrna, the port of dvptiriure, to Pireas, every island, headland, 
rait and mountain elevation, broaght with it some historical associatioa» 
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tbat kept op an uninterrapted interest and excitement. Thas, Lerono8,afl 
island where the Greeks concealed themselves when they pretended to 
have fled from the siege of Troy; Mytilene, the seventh in importance m 

the .^cifcan Sea, and the birth-place of Theophrasliis, who continued \ht 
school of :\rislolle — of Pitiacnf5. a sag'e — Alca?us, a poe!— Phryni"*, one of 
the great Grecian mus^icians, and Sappho, the onl\ celebrated poetess of 
Greece ; Scio, where Ion, a tragic poet — Theopompus, the historian, and 
Metrodorus, the philosopher and physician, were born — known particularly 
for its sad misfortiinei in the last reTobtion, when the uomercirul Tarn 
hung thirty-tive merchants who were hostages, mnrdered all the males, 
sold the females for slaves, and utterly desolated the island with fira aad 
aword; Samos, the reputed birth-place of Juno and Pythagonct, where He- 
rodotus concealed himself when persecated, and where he wrote a part of 
the historical work^- now in our h'braries. By nnd by we came in view of 
Salarnis, nri'l <5r\v the very basin in which the tjrealest naval battle of ao- 
tiquitv was I'oughi, between trie Greeks and Persians. Tlie Greeks bad 
but 3Si) vessels, while the Persians had 2000. The hill vvhere Xerxes 
to contemplate the carnage he intended to make, and from whence beei> 
caped in aisgracot after witnessing the triumph of Themistocles, the de* 
fender of his country, is near the shore. E^en the tomh of Themistocks 
is within a few rods of the entrance into the harbor of the Pirmiis. Tt« 
platforms where stood two colossal lions, and whence a chain was ancieoilr 
drawn across, to lock in or lock out the shipping, together with the founda- 
tions of the city walls, are plainly to be seen. A vast population is indi- 
cated by the foundations of liouses. excavations, and remnant walls. From 
the <iiiaraiitine, where I was imprisoned on landing, the Acropolis, with 
the Pcirihenon, erected during the adiniuiijiruiiun of Pericles, rises ui fuli 
grandeur in the distance. Greece is ail glorious in the past, and whatibe 
now IS I shall endeavor to relate. As every where else on the shores of 
the Mediterranean where there are any obstructions to commerce and iki 
free intercourse of nations, an Italian physican is in charge of the qoattS' 
tine. He never was seen at all durinor my incarceration, till the moreio^ 
on which pratiqtie was q^ivcn. when two shillinr^s wor*' fl'-rnanded a- ht< fee' 
Till lliL's" nit'dical intermeddlers with coinrnerciai atiair.s are driven oj' 
the si;i lions liiev so undeservedly occupy, I despair of any ameliorauofi u 
liie outrageous quaraiiiifje impositions of the Kasl. Accompanied bv th^ 
Kev. Mr. Buel, a Baptist missionary from America, w-hose politeness 
gratefully acknowledged, we examined a large tract of land atxiut the kr^ 
harbor, once thickly covered with dwellings. The cellars, foandstkM 
walls, and wells, are distinctly seen. The heavy wall, loo, near the wtiier. 
which stretches from Athens, five miles distant, is readily traced. Ooaa 
elevation, near where there was anciently an immense fortification, i? i' 
allar cut in the solid rock, which, as one tradition s;iys, wis dedicated 
the unknown cfods. Within the past year, quite a discovery has bee: 
niiid.' in regard to . the method of supplying the poptHation there, in .Le 
ohliMi time, with water. The whole region — ihal is, the beciiou furnierly 
occupied by inhabitants — ^is threaded in all directions below the suffrct 
with an aqueduct on a novel plan. Trenches are cut into the hard rock le 
the depth of ten, fifteen or twenty feet, according to the condition of the 
surface, which ranjify beyond the present ability of the Demark of tbe 
town to trace. In the bottom the water flowed on the same level io e«Wf 
direction. It was covered about a foot from the bottom, and then a ^f^'^ 
left above for a mao to walk every way, under-ground, to inspect aod le* 
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pair the work. Wherever there wait a bouse, a deep well was sunk, into 
which a branch led off* The aqueduct, therefore, kept each man*s well 
full. The water is supposed to hnve been brought from the mountains, 
many miles distant, and the authorities are hoping to trace the squeduct, 

now in almost perfect condition, to it*? source. The wells are extraordi- 
iiary ciiitings — rt'-^pmhlini,'' nuc'ir holr*.-. they are so ndmiraMv ctu down 
itilo the rock. Streets are mow Iwi'i^^ hiiJ o\it over this old forsaken, (hi'po- 
rmlatPil spot, where there were streets, perhnps, two thousand years a no. 
The hirge harbor, in front, is a very bt'HuiiIni and j?ecure place for sliip- 
ping, and in the days of Grecian glory must have been magnificently or- 
namented. The road for five miles, to the citv of Athens, is a fine, broad, 
M'Adami^ed one, bordered by trees, and the nelds are covered most of the 
way with grape vines, cut near the (p'ound, leaving a short stump, out of 
which the bearing shoots are to spring for the season. A fence is rarely 
-een on the farminp^ lands: — mud walls, made of cakes sun-drif d, four 
feet square by one in ihirknese, like those around gardens at DanKiscus, 
ire not uncommon. Of the ancient arciiilectiirni remains of Athens, tiu re 
is plenty of room for the exercise of the imagination, as they are badly 
preserved, and give but a faint indication of the original appearance of the 
idifiees to which they beloni^^ed. At the Pirsus are the foundations of a 
large temple of Diana. Of the Market House, with a slab bearing the 
lariflTof prices, the Temple of the Winds, the noble columns of the Tem- 
ple of Jupiter Olympi us ; the triumphal arch of Adrian; the Laritem of 
Demosthenes, and the Teniple of Thc5!cu?>; — they are all vastly more im- 
portant and beautiful in books, tlinn on the ground. The Acropolis i? a 
■ ui-- of rock forced up through the crust of the earth a few hundred feet 
ibuv e ihe common level — on the top of which are the remains of the small 
Teinple of Victory, the Propylu^ni, llie Erechlheium, and the massive tem- 
ple called the Parthenon. On each of them I recognized mouldings, orna* 
mental designs, and a variety of cbiselings such as I saw in some of the 
rery oldest temples in Upper Egypt, within a temporary modern build- 
ing on the Acropolis, is a collection of such bits of sculptured marble-— 
inccr«, toes, headless bodies, extra arms, birds, beasts and reptiles, together 
kvith Etruscan vas« s without nnmher — :is lahnrcrs are continually finding 
.11 their cvery-day pursuits. Some bronze door furniture, and three cop- 
:>pr stone-cutting- hammers, used by the old stone dressers, were noticed. 
All the quarrying and hammering by the ancients was executed alone with 
;opper tools. We saw the slide, on a ledge of rocks, near the location of 
:he observatory, worn smooth, where the ancient Greek women, when 
childless, used to slide down head first on their bocks, as a means of ena- 
jlingthein to become mothers. The Ilyssus is a mere rill, running past 
;be remains of the Stadium, where the races were held. The old Thea- 
;re, where 30,000 spectators could listen at once to the plays of Aristo- 
phanes, could not be overlooked, although now a mere pit. On the Mu- 
jauim hill is the retunani of a heaiitiful and costly sculptured moriuinent, 
iviih the tomb of Cimoti ; and near at hand is the Pnyx, a mass of rock 
rut into steps and seats, with a rostrum in front, where orators addressed 
ill Athens on thtf great concerns of the people— where Demosthenes, 
while struggling with Philip, raised a thrill of enthusiasm in the bosom of 
every Athenian. I went into the identical prison where Socrates drank 
the fatal poison, and ascended the Areopagus, or Hill of Mars, another 
mass of slate-stone, into which steps were cut. Paul stood on that very 
Bminencd when he declared God, as the maker oi the world, lo the men of 
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Atheni. I next went to die glove of the Academy, wiieve Fkto taogk- 
now a tolerable kitchen garden. It must have been profasely decorated 

with sculpture, qs thousand*? of pieces are still picked up in workinfijth? 
land. Whoever ou ns the phice hns a sirani,'-e fancy of sticking them iotu 
the face of a wall, with cement, wljcrc they are re-exposed to destruciioa. 
SopbocK ."^f the trai^c poet, was born on an eminence a short (iistaoce froa 
the sue oi the grove. Bv taking a position on the Acropolis, namefoos 
other loealitiea of ckieicai lenown are broogbt within the aphemofviMii 



Infialatio7i of Ether in Sore Throat. — At the last meeting of the Sot 
folk District Medical Society, a case of abscess of the throat was meotin* 
ed« wherein the patient eonld not swallow liquids for some days, in earn* 
quence of the severe pain which was produced. It was therefore det» 
mined to try the efiects of inhaling ether« When the patient begun tofd 
its intoxicating properties, he was at once enabled to swallow, withoat fuk 
or difficulty — which was done most greedily. The su^^ction airl fii^f:- 
cation of this most valuable remedy were tnatters oi Ljrcai impor ance ta 
this instance; and it is the comnumicalion of such ca-cs at the monlbiT 
meeiitigs of the Society, which makes them practically uselui to the mea* 
bers. 



Trial of Dr. Spencer for Mai-practice. — Dr. Spencer, of MiiwauLi*. 
Wisconsin, has been tried before the Circuit Court of that State for alleged 
mal-practice, and, as we understand by the published report of the tnL 
was honorably acquitted. The declaration alleges — 1st, The giviofif 
large doses of calomel ; 2d, Unskilful administration ; 3d, NegligeDot 
The case was one of simple neersiif or caries of the jaw, in a liule g?i 
between four nnd five years of npfe, attended with secondary salivaiioo. 
coming on after dysentery. It was most substantially shown, by good i> 
thoriiy, that calomel inighi be used in such cases (dysentery) wiih liietv 
effect. It was also staled by Dr. S. t/iat he did not use any calomel in iAi» 
case; and the circumstances and evidence of t^ymptoms, which were le^ 
fied to by the physicians on the stand, fully corioborated his staienotr 
We had a case some two years since, in a girl of about the same ife, 
wherein caries and necrosis followed an attack of dysentery. We oeitlsr 
used calomel, nor were we subjected to a suit because such diseased actioc 
look place in the bones of the little girl. If people could be made to fully 
understand that there may be n, predisposition to certain disensps, and ibi: 
such diseases may be aroused by some exciting cause, we are of opiniot: 
that the profession would not so often be assailed and vexed by suiuiidf 
laai'praciicc. 



Comparaltce Value of Milk. — The report of a committee appoimeii bj 
the New York Academy of Medicine, upon the companlite value of ooL 
formed from the dap of ditiUleries and other food, with chemical and » 
croscopical analyses, by Augustus K. Gardner, M.D., chairman, has be«? 
received. One would hardly suppose that there could be found, m tte 
quarter of our globe, cicilizod men who had such cruel hearts, or. to ^ar 
the least, were so cruelly ignorant, as to treat so useful an animal asti* 
cow in the manner rnmplained of in the report of Dr. (rardner. It ap- 
pears, from the report of the commiuee. that there are kept in low she^i? 
attached to a certain distillery in New York, between uvu and four ihoo- 
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■ad covBt whieH ierif» Atir nuiemm$ from tbe aim wliieh eonie ftmn 
ihtt Mtablishment. The poor creatures are tied up by lialten, to stand 
)y day and sleep bv iiight« witbout bedding, upon the wet floon. Run* 

lini^ by their heads is a long trough to contain the slops or swill for 
heir nutriment. They at first refuse to partake of it. But starvation is 
heir only aliernalive. It is, indeed, rather offensive, with its peculiar, 
lalt sour, half spirituous odor, as it comes bubblinc]^, foaming' and steaming 
roin ihe tanks." " The heat of this liquor is so great that not unfre- 
luently it is served to them when it woold scald the finger placed in it. 
rfae cattle neareat to the tank, eren when inaied to it, dfaw back from the 
Mat of the fames ; the next, excited by appetite, caiefally lap it with the 
>nd of their tongues, haidened by frequent exposures of this kind ; while 
hose further along are enabled to drink it as it cornea eooled by the paS" 
:^orp " # * » # "From the dny of her entrance into this }Ui!>liUf, 
!ie row is not allowed a single draught of pure icaitr. She soon lies 
lown, or mayhap remains standint^^ in a very stupid state." \Vc forbear 
(iving any further particulars relative to such unheard-of fjtrocitief, for 
t is enough to make one sick at heart to read the narrative ; nor do we 
leem it necessary to aliade to the diseased condition of the poor animals, 
IT the pernicious influence their milk and flesh when consumed must 
iiert upon the inhabitants of that ci^f. We are thankful that medical 
Den hare nndertaken the task of examining into the subject, and have 
nade this exposure. They deserve the thanks of all classes for their 
lumane interference* 



^ Tie AeeommedatioH of the Eye fo INffoiieff.— -Mr. John Wiley, of New 
fork, has issued, in a pamphlet of thirty-six ^ges, an essay on *' The 
Iccommodatioo of the Eye to Distances,** by Wm. Clay Wallace, 

t is, perhaps, unnecessary to speak of the merits of this es5?ay, as portions 
fit were read by many of our readers-, when thev appeared in this Jour- 
lal in 1S44. It is now published in pamphlet form, printed on thick pa- 
►er, with fifty well-executed illustrations. To those who never read Dr. 
rVallace's theory of vision, we can say, they would be well repaid for the 
ime spent in the penisal oif this pamphlet. It may be had of Ticknor & 
)o,, Boston* 



The Physical Health of the Brain. — Education, in its relation to the 
^hyj'ical Health of the Brain. A Leetiire delivered before the Khode 
sland Inc^litute of Instruction, by I. Ray, M.D., Superiniendent of tlie Butler 
lospital for the Insane. Published by Ticknor, Keed Sc Fields. Boston, 
851." This is a practical and well-written lecture, treating of a subject 
hat has been too much overlooked by parents and teachers of schools. It 
f honed that the principles laid down by Dr. Ray, for educating children, 
lay be carefully considered by those who have them under their charge, 
'he little book should be read by heads of families, aud its precepts 
dopted. 



Memoir of Dr, Amoe TwUchell, — Our thanks are due to Dr. H. I. Bow- 
itch, of this city, for a copy of his memoir of Dr. Amos Twite hell. The 
sputation which Dr. Twiichell had, when Hvinj^, as an eminent surgeon, 
m rarely equalled in this country. He may justly have heen called a 



Digrtized by Google 



^86 



** Napoleon in snrgery," for he wn*; a bold and fearless operator. Iti^ 
pears from the memoir thnt ho had many adversities to contend wiih ii 
affjairincr i mpdicnl rdiirniion, ns aUo i» getting into practice after fenisk- 
iriir his sludi'^s. TIk^t*^ is noiliini:'- verv remnrknhie rohtrd of hiui in ifae 
Tnemoir («ave the caso of tiikinf,r up the carotid artery, wliich was the fir?! 
time thai the operaiioti had been done, or it was suppo:}ed so by him), ani. 
were it not prepared by a mosi able aeholar and accomplisbed vnttr.ji 
might be called rather prosy. The fact is, Dn Twitcfaell never maileBT 
record of bis surgery, or of his cases in medical practice ; and, as i^t 
liave been informed, very few papers of any kind were left, that would fur- 
nish more than a mea^e outline of bis long and useful life. We wono:: 
Dr. Bowditf h rniild have - made so much out of tbem, for it is ceriaiofct 
others would have succeeded so well. 



Interinarriage. — Messrs. Lindsay & BlakistOD, Philadelphia, hare jit<* 
published a new edition of Walkers celebrated work on ** Intermarrii^ 

or the mode in which, and the causes why, beauty, health and intellect if 
suit from certain unions; and deformity, di^■eas;e and insanity from othtr?.' 
It ibi an exceedingly interesting bookt and one that may pro^tably be reu 
by adults. 



Medical CoUrge of Soulh Carolina. — We have received a Catalogte* 
the Trustees, Faculty and Students of the Medical College of the :i'^h:c. 
South Carolina, for the «ession of 1S50-51, from which it appears tb:*: 
were 230 students aitendin^jj the medical lectures, 65 of whom, hav.::: 
passed tiiu usual examination, rcc< ivd their diplomas a:a doctors in lEru- 
cine. The facilities wiiich this sciiuul possesses for furnishinjr a ihurou;: 
practical medical education to siudeuts are very great, aud iL atfordsv 
much pleasure to hear of its pru:jperous condition* 



Electro-Magnclixmy its Application to the pvrpose of Fire Alarms.— Jk- 
W. F. Channing has recently exhibited to the municipal governmenloftfcii 
city, an ingenious piece of mechanism, which, by the aid of n1agneti9a.i1 
intended to give an alarm upon the several bells in the di^rent srcuoe 
of a town or city. The introduction of such a contrivance would be tf* 
tended with much benefit in cases of fire ; as any person, in the irotne^ 
ate neighborhood of one of them, could instantaneously communicaio 
fact to the City Hall, from whence the bells in all parts of the cityco-. 
be rung; and further, by n «y^tetn which would he adopt''d in the suI'M: 
ringing, the locality of the lire rnii^^ht easily be made iciiowii 10 the a> 
zens. In case of riot, or for other purposes wherein it might be necesiiO 
for the people to congregate, it would also be most serviceable. Tbeff 
really seems to be no end to the useful application of this ag«nt: spiKV 
annihilated by it in the transmission of intelligence to the various ptrts^ 
countries; the bells of chunhts can be run simultaneously; water !i J' 
be separated into its original elements, and light obtained from it that ^ 
illuminate huilding-s. This, truly, i;> the a;:e of wonders, and we ar: 
prepared not to be astonished at any thing, be it ever «o niarrello'J>^ 
sight or mysterious a souml. We liope Dr. Channinir may l)e (ullyrfitib 
nerated for his important invention by our city authorities, and that tii-} 
will immediately adopt the plan. 
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Ikfmrture of Dr, Warren for JSttrop^.— 0r. John C. Warrent of this 
city. Emeritus Professor of Anatomy in Har?aid Univerftiiy, left BiMtOQ on 
Saturday last, on a voyage to Europe. We learn that it is his intention to 
remain abroad two years. We trust that his life ri)ay long be continaedt 
and that he may return to us with improved lieaiib. 



SufolJk IHitriet Midkal Society. — At the last meeting of this Society, 
it was unanimously voted, that at each future meeting for medical improve- 
ment, some subject shall be selected as the subject for discussion at the 

aexl meeting. 

Ii was farther voted, that the subject for consideration at the meeting on 
he last Saturday in June, shall be ''The Treatmeat of the Coiivubioos of 

::hildren.'» 

Ii was voted, to request the in«eriion of the .subject for discu:*5ion in the 
iuiuber^ of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal for the two weeks 
)receding the meeting. H. W. Williams, Secretary, 



American Aradrfny of Arts and Sciences. — Tbf nnnual mepting of this 
nstiriition was held on Tuesday, 27lh May. when the following otBcial 
>ourd were re-elected for liie year ensuing: Dr. Jacob Bigelow, President, 
ion. Edward Evereil, Vice President. Dr. Augustus A. Gould, Cot re- 
ponding Secretary^ J. Ingersoll Bowditch. Treasurer. Dr. Henry 1. 
Bowditch, Lihrarian, Prof. Eben N. Horsford, Prof. Daniel Treadwell» 
^rof. Joseph Lovering, Pmf. Henry L. Eiistis, and Dr, Morrill Wyroap, 
Rumfurd Committee. Prof. Joseph Lovering, Prof. Louis A^nssiz. and 
fV^iiliam C. Bond, Committee on Pvhticatious. Dr. A. A. Gould, Dr. D. 
iumpbreys Storer, and Dr. Samuel L. Abbott, Committee on the Labrary, 



Honorary Members of the Medical Society of Virginia. — The following 
•cntlemen were elected honorary members at the last meeting of the Me- 

ual Society of Virginia. 

Dr. James Moultrie, pre^^ident of the Anifriran ^7edi^al Association, of 
'harleston, S. C. Dr. A. 11. Stevens, prolessor iit College of Physicians 
nd Surgeons, of New York cay. Professor Jeflries Wyman, M.D., &:c., 
f Harvard University, Mass. *Dr, George D. Gibb, F. R. C. S. L, &c., 
f Montreal, Canada. 



Tm CoRUKSpoJfnKN rs — f>r. \\'illl.un«»'s paper on ihc Ex1r:i< iloo nf r.itnr.icl. Dr. North's on 
k'aierifig Place*, and ihc report of ati opcralioii iiy Prof. 01^mpiui>, uf AibcQS. (ireccc, for Klc* 
jianiiasn of the Srrolum, Af« <mi file fnr pabllcaiioo. 

The editor of ilu> '* .'^JiclhtoCdpr " will pIo:>^e iircrpt nur ihnnks for forvvarditip; lo us printed 
lefts of tbal Journal coniaining ilie procccUiiigs of tliu American Medical A&siociiiiirjii, m advittice 
r ihf> pub1i4'ation of the June numhcr. 

Siif.srrit»rrs who have writtrn \n the Publi>-hrr nf this Jonrnnl for a ropy of No 1, Vol. 42, and 
hen who oiay be in want of iliai uuinbur, arv informed that it has beeu re-priiiicd ajid ibey caa 
ow be aopplied with iL 



thntln in iStuttott^fnt ihe week cn'ling Soiurdny noon, June 7, G6.— Males, 32 — fnnnle*, 34. 
eekliMiMil, 1— <liafa8eof bowdtit I— inAiinmaiion ofboweliit 4— dlfleaae itf brain, l^onsumpiion, 
^'onvulsioiis, 5— canrcr, I — cmup, 1— Hf l.iliiv. I— <liarrho'n, 1 — «frop<y of the l>rain, 2 — 
-owned, 3— exhaustion, 1— typhoid fever, I — «*ciirlcM fever, 2 — lung fever, 6--pongrcne. 1— disease 
* heart, S— infiiattle, 9--diaeoM of the Aver. 1— -inflnmmatioo of the hiiiga. 9— muanrnw, t— 
cables, I— old ape, 1— palsy, 1 — puerperal, 1— small^Kix, — ^iiinior, 1. 

\'n<\'*r o year*. 2'.!— between 5 atnl 20 ye.irs, G— l>ctween 20 and 10 vnars, 20— between 40 
<^ 'i(> venr<. 1 I—over 60 vean, 7. Amerieann, fift; Ibreiftien and cUMren of fbttiptn*, 41. 
The abovo iocludet 10 deailu at Iba Citjr Inalilittiout. 
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TAe OJfsjn ing of Deaf and Dumb Parents. — Of about 200 deaf-inui?«, 
who attended a festival at the Asylum id Han ford last September, 103 h&i 
been or are now marriefl. Both parlies were dfMf and dumb in 40ofiW 
marriat^os ; in one could f-i^ar and spoak. From the 35th Annct!' R*. 
port \v«' loam that 31 of tlie^e couples ** luui not become pareui,«. Uubtit^ 
maining 72 were the parents of 102 children, of whofn 9S could hear at; 
gpeak, and four only were deaf and dumb. One of the four was theoolj 
child of his parents, both of whom were congenitally deaf. Bendet 
parents, the paternal grandfather, a sister of the father, and twosoopcf 
this sister, were deaf and dunob; and on the mother's side, an aunt of is 
child was deaf and dumb. In the other family, that of the three chiidres, 
the father lost his hearing by disease at two years of age, ao<i f a! ^ 
known rrlativo denf nnd dumb. The mother was born dcnf, n;iu nsci 
dfaf and dumb broihor. These were the only cases' of the kinti pt^n 
nl the ft^^tival. The (juestion ivh<»ther the children of a deai-muie parrr. 
are more likely than oliiert! to be deaf and dumb, has not been solved iu anj 
other country so satisfactorily as in our own. In Europe comparativelrhr 
of the deaf and dumb have married, and those we believe have genenih 
selected hearing partners. Here, however, in the targe majority of ciiti 
both husband and wife are mutes. The per centage of deaf childieo,^ 
offspring of such marriages, is undoubtedly somewhat greater than amoef 
an equal number of the chlMren of other par^nits, taken like the deaf aai 
dumb from the various conditions of life. But if the facts above sis:^ 
afibrd a fair criterion for judizing on this (juestion, we arc safe in thebe!i:i 
that this result might be obv iated in a great degree, if inter niarna§t coa 
be prevented between those deaf-mutes, whose parents or other nearttli' 
tives seem to have been constitationally prone to the infiimity of deiiiNa 
This could only be done by moral suasion ; but if influential people, aii 
especially the parents of deaf*mutes, were deeply impressed with thei^ 
that marriage should not take place between two persons, each belongir: 
to n family in which the great evil of deafness was constitutional, lest 
offspring of that union should be deaf and dumb, much might be do:-? 
towards preventing the extension of the evil. But there are other facts cs 
this subject w!nch would seem at first view, at least, to confound the 5^ 
culations we have based on the cases above mentioned. For insta.n:t,i 
husband and wife, once pupils here, were both congenilally deaf; btttnd' 
ther, as we believe, has had any deaf and dumb relative, except ihebthm 
children, and these were all deaf from birth. The circumstances of ta> 
other of our former pupils and his family connections are as foUovi:- 
His brothers and sisters hear, and they married hearing persons. Onf ■' 
the brothers has two deaf and dumb children, one sister ha« on? 
another two denf and dumb children, nnd one of the latter hn< a deal V" 
dumb child. There is l)esides one other deaf-mute in the circle of mo- 
tives, possibly more than one, though no one of the ancestors is knowrii* 
have been a deaf person. The man first referred to married a lieaf afli 
dumb woman, and their five children all hear and speaks" 

Simond*! Mortuary Tahle$.—Wt have received from Dr. J. C. SimorA 
of New Orleans, his classified tables of the deaths in that city and La^r 
ette, during the year 1850. They are very carefully prepared and arrar:- 
ed, making them desirable to those in want of such statistic*, and \-aliijt 
as a mode of comparing the mortality of New Orleans with thai of 
cities. 
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ON THE VALUE OF THE OPERATION OF EXTRACTION OF CATA« 
RACT, AfID ON THE USE OF AN 'PATHETIC AGENTS IN 

OPHTHALMIC iSUKGeRY. 

IT HEKET W. WIUUAlffl, M.S., BOVTOIT. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and SurgiciU Journal, 

Sir,— Whilst we endeavor, by careful observatioo and reflection, to con- 
tribute our share towards increasing the efficiency of the art of healing, it 
is no less important to maintain undiminished the resources with which 
it has been enriched by the labors of our predecessors. 

This consideration prompts me to ask the opportunity of recalling the 
attention of ihe profession, through the pnfjns of your Journal, to an 
operation, which seems to have been appiccmted ;unong us (at least in 
New Enoland) below its real value, and to have fallen, in some measure, 
into neglect and disuse. 

I refer to the operation for the extraction of cataract, and particularly 
0 that method of performing it which is etiected through a section of the 
ipper half of the cornea. 

One of the reasons wliich liave contributed to cause the operation to 
)e regarded with disfavor, was the mistiikun zeal which led souie of its 
•arlier partizans to perform it,'indiscriuii irately, in all cases of cataract. 

As we meet witli several varieties of this affection, essentially ditfer- 
ng in their physical cliaractcrs, w e may readily infer that a mode of ope- 
ution which Is best adapted for oue form may be very mapplicable tp 
mother. 

A large number of cases, comprising the very soft and the Buid cata* 
acts, are best disposed of by the process of divimi. It is only between 
be methods of displacement or couching, and by extraction, that com- 
tarison is to be made. 

If the last-named operation is successful, it accomplishes a^ radica] 
ure. We no longer have a foreign body in the eye, hable by its hard 
onaMCence or iu incremd volume to cause inflammation, or by its leis- 
enaoD to create a necessitv lor a second operation* Eitraction has also 
laims to supeiiocity from the more potlect degree of visioD which eiisusa 
nom its success. 

The advantages I have meotioiied, esnecially the complete ejtemption 
(om any aecoDdary aocadents, have entitled thb operation to be regarded, 

90 
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390 On the Extraction of Cataract, 

by the most distinguished surgeon oculists of Europe, as the method, jmt 
excellence, in the cases to which it is appropriate. 

The cases to which it is pecuharly applicable are those oi semi-banl 
cataract (whic h is one of the inn us most commonly met with) ^ as lbs 
variety sometimes rapidlv increa- 's in hulk after reclination, and in ife 
swollen state is liable, by ilij pit =.:<ure, to provoke senuus, if not desin^- 
tive inflammation of the internal tissues. It is especially desirable to 
employ this jiiethofl in operating upon persons ol aiivanced age, as, in 
the lens is not readily removed by absorption. Very hard cataiaib i:. 
dissolved with difficulty at any period of lilc, and as they are apt, il" 
merely displaced, to cause lesion or compression of the retina, the open- 
tion of extraction may be regarded as indicated. The same indkatioe 
exists in cases where there is any tendency to amaurosis or to cerebol 
congestioo, as the retina may then be iojuiKNisly aflfected by the sligbiat 
pressure fiom the displaced lens. 

On the other hand, it is equally important to avoid attempting atnt' 
tion under un&vorahle circumstances ; as when the eye is too nia 
too deeply sunken in the orbit to allow room for making a proper sedin 
of the coinea— when the pupil is contracted, or adherent to the capsdt 
— ^ when we have evidence that softening has taken place in tben> 
treous humor. 

Oscillation of the globe was fbnnerly considered as contra-indicaiin; 
thb mode of operating, but we have now the means of controUtogiiii 

unsteadiness by anaesthetic agents. 

I do not know whether any other person has employed these auxilia- 
ries in operations upon the eye. When in Europe, soon after the ^ 
covery of these adjuvants in surgical practice, the most distinguished ac- 
thorittes expressed to me their opinion that they should not be matit 
use of in ophthalmic surgery, and I have never heard of their beic^ 
thus applied by any other operator. My own experience, however, 
proved, that we may safely avail ourselves, ocrasionnlly, of tlieirai' 
and thus ohtain the opj)ortuidty to execute our manoeuvres with ibcr 
ease, and therefore with gn^iler certainly. 

Since my first resort to them, more than two yeaiN since, 1 havesenn' 
times employed ether or ehlorofonn in operations for cataract, and iafs 
thus seeured complete success in rn<(>s of unusual difficulty. 

A second reason for the prejudice which has prevailed against ibeev 
traction of cataract, is to be found in the formidable descriptions 
have been given of the accidents that may follow litis operation, aadii 
, the uncertainty attriidincr it. 

But these unfav orable statements of consequences and results ha^ 
been mostly based u})on openitions in which llie section of the com* 
has been made at its inferior mary,in. 

The section of the upper half is attended with a little more difficu!^ 
Aan that along its lower edge, but it ofiers very important advaDta<|& 
The risk of prolapsus iridis, or of evacuation of the vitreous fauroor, cither 
at the moment of the operation, or subsequently, is in a great measat 
avoided ; and the flap of the cornea l>dng covered by the upper cyeM 
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and the two ed^os of the wound thus kept in exact apposition, eveiy 
opportuni^ is afforded ibr immediate union. 

If, on toe contrary, the incision is made downwards, there is danger 
that tlie adhesion of the wound may be prevented by the secretions with 
which it is bathed in the lower palpebral sinus — by the constant trick- 

ling of tlit^ hninors from the interior of the eye — or by a prolapse of 
the iris ; or tiiat the edi^e of the lower lid may insinuate iiself beneath 
the flap, and, by everting it, cause the discharge of tiie entire contents of 

the glohe. 

It is nut to be denied that tlie operation by extraction is slightly more 
tliliicult than those exfrntod with the needle ; but this will not justify 
us in consigning to oblivion one of the highest glories of surgical achieve- 
ment. 

The actual danglers attending its perfortnance are not greater than 
tho§e incident to other methods, and, its manoeuvres once skilfully ter- 
lumated. the patient is placed under conditions of far greater security 
against fiuure accident. 

For all these reasons, this operation, without assuming any title to ex- 
clusive adaptation, deserves to be regarded as often the most advanta- 
geous, and sometimes the only mode on which we can rely ; and claims, 
not only a place, but a high positjon, among. the means bjr which our 
professbn relieves the ilb that flesh is heir to^" 

The results of mj own experience have confirmed the bi^ opinion 
of the value of this method which I had derived from observation of the 
practice of the most distinguished European operaton, in whose hands I 
was satisfied that in a very large number of cases a success was obtamed 
much greater than would have followed operations with the needle upon 
the same subjects. 

10 Enex it.y Botton, June 6, 1851. 



WATERING PtACE& 

[Commiiiitested fbrtlie Boatnn Mmltetl raid Smfteat Jonmai.] 

fifteen years since, a family consisting of six or seven adult pcr- 
;oTi« p'moved from Newport, R. I., to Martford, Ct. Aliliougli in liieir 
-voiittMl health when they came, they perceived, one and all, within a 
*fw months, that, on ascending stairt^ases, or running, or making exer- 
rons, they were deridedly more vigorous than in IS ew port. 1 state this 
roiu iiifiriory ; hul there can be no doubt that the family acquired and 
etainpd more health and energy by the removal. 

]i will not be understood, of course, that such is the infallible effect 
)f this measure, liui oim such occurrence in so large a family, iind 
;oniin£r, too, from so famous a watering place as Newport, otiers a faur 
)pporiuniiy for calling the attention of tlie readers of this Journal to 
he comparative effects of different localities upon the human constitution. 

Suppose, then, we compare Newport and Saratoga Springs — the two 
ummer resorts fi>r mvalios in America. A bath of sea-water is well 
uiowo to be followed by a clammy, cold, disagreeable state of the skin* 



Digrtized by Google 



392 



WaUring Fiace$> 



How many there are wlio have to resort to their wash hmxh ^vrhsosp 
and water to remove the saline moisture and restore the liaivi- lo aconi- 
fortabic condition ; and this, w hether the sea-water he wanned anificiij, 
or not. A mineral bath of Snratofi:a, at blood heat (100^). retains ci'- 
bonic acid gas, not only siifficient to keep every crain of the nuraefota 
carbonates in complete soluiion, but, moreover, enoufrh gi-eatly lo stiro. 
late the skin after ininiei-sion in a None but resident |)h)siciansba! 

can apj)reciale the warm commendations ihe^^e baths receive for IfaYii? 
the whole cutaneous surface in a warm, glow ing condiiioa, and ieek| 
like silk on contact. 

Let us consider the comparative effects of the two baths. Howevs 
much the medical mind has been befogged by the word bracing," 
and how much soever nonsense is constantly talked and printed abooi 
this same tiling, none ran doiibt, that the prolooged chillineflsaiidchnDf 
iDoisture of m flkiii are sedative. I do not lemember the aothoreric 
man who does not admk prolonged, cootmuoiis cold to beMUn. 
How difl^Dt the state of the ciiculatkxi and powers of the 
during the pfttctice of frequent 8ea4Mths, and the wanning, life-prop^ 
Kng baths of Saratoga ! In saying this, I do not pronoonce tbe bit- 
mentioned baths to intrinsically prefemble. Not at all. EvojtiBi; 
Is reCslwe in medicine. I think tnere were two or three setmi ii 
Saratoga, say ten years since, when more than half the invalids oni' 
fested a sthenic ciiathesb, requiring the careful administmtioo of cm- 
ler*agents during the invigorating effect of these tonic remedies. Sud 
persons, during the prevalence of such diathesis, will find that tiie duif 
sea air, the slii^ht nutrition of a 6sh diet, the monotony of a sea caM» 
and, above all, tbe chilly sea-beths, are the very remedies dwyoeti 
The depression of pulse and powers, the reduction of inflimmalorftKat 
the moist tongue and restored secretions, rapidly restore the sensatiocb 
and functions of health, and hence the invalid is " braced." The t9T 
swell of tlie sea is associated in his mind with health, and he 'aasa 
upon it that the sea air is bracing. 

But it happens that this business of sea-bathing is not only not alwan 
bracing;, but is attended with alarming effects. Dr. Smith, of Siatai 
Island, told me iie presumed a number of inf;uns wen rescued e^ey 
summer from death, by detectini^ the caus^i of the cliildren's npi-l il'^ 
dine, and alarming their mistaken mothers. He said the ra[)!diiv mZ 
which they recovered and improved after the reducing efff^ts of cool 
baths were discontinued, was most instructive. Indeed, for s-enr^ 
years past, especially since the appearance of Vermont pr\ slpela'^, ihe^'^n^ 
ral complexion of invalids seems to demand an entonic treatment, ^^biti 
requires scarcely any counter-acting agents, such as salts, antimooiik. 
calomel, and vegetable diet ; but very many cases have been put,atoo«i 
upon the Pavilion Spring as an alterative and tonic, and will bear,ii 
lidditk^n to this, our strongest chalybeate, and most potent tonic, portff, 
beefirteaks, mtitton, and c%er articles of a nutritious and stimulating cht 
faeter, and gain ouite as rapidly and be as much braced as the fint bkb* 
tioned mvalid. These are constantly recuiring results. Tlie ajM 
m — bncbg air, if you please-- of Smtoga, the uumtttble and adn^ 
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tive nature of the tonic laxative and alterative medicines, from the power- 
ful cathartic of old Congr^s to the highly alterative character of the 
newly-difloovmd Empire Spbino ; the varloiis acenea and amusements, 
both within and without the village ; the great variety of board, from 

, twelve dollars the week down to three and even to two and a half, and 
all trying to tempt the public to tl)eir tables, aftbrdmg, in every case, a 

\ fair supply of animal food ; tbe mineral baths, accessible to all, being 
only twenty-five cents each, or five for a dollar ; and the generally absorb- 
mg interest which arises from the many thousands of vbiters compressed 
inio a village which, though doubled in population within a dozen yean, 
yet brings them into close proximity — all these jand other considerations 

' combine in this dry, pure atmosphere, to 6race the depressed and tone 

^ up the impoverished system. 

The reader will have perceived that in my opinion physicians should 
seod those patients of theirs whose diathesis is entonic, who are benefited 
by an occasional bleeding, by calomel, salts, abstinence, Graham diet, &&c., 
to the sea-side, where inaction, in nutritious diet, damp air (which everybody 
knows more thoroughly conducts away animal heat than dry), sailing, 
and, above all, sea-bathing in the surf, may exert a concurrent influence 
in restoring health. That in other cases, on the contrary, where, for in- 
stance, a lonj^'-ron tinned deraniromont of the bile and otfier secretions 
has existed ; or, where, from viiried c;ui?r5, the system is acting feebly, 
particularly i f imlicattd by a slow^ weak, compressible pidsc^ let the pa» 
tient he directed to the instrumentality, for wi least six weeks, of these 
waters and batiis ; and the physician will seldom repent oi his profes- 
sional direction. 

It would b<3 j)lea<^ant to draw out my reasons more in detail ; but, 
really, I would like lo make a short article. The writer has been com^ 
•pdkd^ during the past thirte*»n seasons, to take responsibility in diseases 
of this nature. What confirms my own confidence in tlie above opi- 
nion is, that many have consulted me after spending a few weeks on 
the sea-coast — some better and some worse — in whose cases I have in 
almost every instance, after examining the pulse and leading facts, ex* 
actly anticipated the eflfect of the visit to the coast. The same crite- 
rion I use when advising many from Vermont and New Hampshire, 

- whose wndnMctrng systmB are depressed and eoieebled (not bnocd) 
by the ]^rolon|ed cold of winter, who generally fall sick in Maich. To 

' such it IS my mvariable practice to riM»romeod permanent residence in « 
warm climate, and fully to abandon n residence so much at war with the 
laws of their orpnism. 

' The same enterioii is strictly applieaUe and of surpassing importance 
r In many professional men, elerg}'men and others, who have settled in 
' vast numbers in and about New York and its bay, as well as in other 
maritime cities. Minister's throat ail is truly an atonic disease ; and al- 
though men recover by the aea-aide, il b in defiawM of the general ten- 
dency of circumstances. 

' On being interrogated about the adaptedne<^s of hydropathy Id A given 
ease, tbe same criterion is available and will be found of great use. 

But I must conclude. To carry out particulars end adduce piDOft» 
I would ve^he a book* 
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Ekphaniiasis of the iScrotum. 



1 close with one sugfrestion to my brethren abroad. Do not din:-n 
your scrofnloiis patients to go to the Iodine Spring. Is is a feeUt n- 
ter, and the name was given to the spring only ad captandvm ru^. 
The new Empire Spring is working channingly for scrofula. Do tie 
profession know there are twelve grains of hydriodate of potash b i 
gallon of water — double any other spring ? There being only a nn 
trace of iron in the water, I send my tuberculous patients to tbat sjmif 
unhesitatingly, hitherto with most satisfactory results. M. L Noim 

Saratoga Springs^ June 5| 1851* 



k;Lt;pUANTIAi)id OF THE SCROTUM— SURGICAL OPERATm 

[The remarkable surgical operation detailed below (oscheophttifnj 
w»« performed in Athens (Greece) by John Olympius, M.D.» Pidan 
of Surgery in the University of Otlio, at Athens, and was commaniei(> 
ed by the Rev. John H. Hill, Missibnarv of the Protestant Ep'tscojil 
Church, residing in Athens. It reflects the highest honor on the rang 
chirurgical character of the nation, so renowned ia the hisloiy of 
world for great men in the arts and in literature. The drawingiveR 
carefully prepared by the operator, and, with the report, were kiiMilf 
furnished to the editor of this Journal on his late visit to Athens^ 
£o.] 

Slamatios Sapontsis, 30 years old, a countryman residing: in Car^^o 
^island of Euboea), about seven years previous to the operatioD in ques- 
tion suj&red from an ulcer in the scrotum, which occasioned bim v> 
eonness when he walked. As well as he can remember, he date tin 
commencement of the €le]^umHam or hypertrophi/ both of the unlm 
and of the skin of the penis, from the appearance of this ulcer. Afis 
making use of manv simple remedies, such as he ibond at hand, wiibi 
avail, and finding tne malady rapidly increasing, he was recommeodei 
by a medical man to seek admittance into toe Civil Hospital of 
Capita], where, on the d3d of July, 1850 (seven years after ibefe 
appearance of the disease), he underwent the operatbn of haviog ill 
the affected parts, both of the scrotum and the penis, removed, aooori* 
ing to the method of Gartan Bey (vide Pruner^ Krankbeilai ia 
Orient," pages 331, 332; Erlan«^en, 1847.) 

The following are the details of this operation. 

First. For the purpose of covering anew the skin of the penis 
which in consequence of the disease had to be entirely dissected cf 
^apop/»7o^ 75^, a portion of the skin of the ephebium (roons veoens),<)^ 
an oblong form (five fingers' breadth long, and four broad), was wasBi, 
as seen at 1 , Plate A. 

Secondly. The incisions (9, 2) were made, in order to form out d 
theso portin!i<; flnmheaux) the new scrotum. These incisions, comnieiic- 
ing above and ni front, and extpiuliiie in the rear towards the periimw. 
united near tlie anus, an4 embraced within them the whole o£ tiie ioeu* 
morpbosed scrotum. 
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Thirdly. Two othrr incisions were made downwards ^3, 3) on 
front side of the scrotum from the top to xhv bottom, extending tfc 
breadtli of the spermatic nords (ftinicul. spt'iTOatic), in order to uncovei 
tliem and the testicles. These being found to be uniujured hy disease, wen- 
turned in an upward direction, that they mif^ht not hv liurt in the operaiioti 

The whole of the ]x mis was then stripped of ihe disea'^ed sVin thl 
covered it, by an incision which cotDinenced at ihi' moinli of ihe p^- 
puce (*'pe 5 and lower 4), and teriiitnated above, as seen in the lin^ p 
iog at np(>er 4. Alter the str]pj)inL,' (apodersis) of the pi^nis w;}5cuin- 
pletedjthe metaniorphosefl j)ails were removed witlioul danger, and qu^ 
easily, from frant to rear, as far as the anus, including the adjobin; 
skin of the perinaeum winch was aflected by disease. As the merabrv 
nous part of the urethra (pan5 inembranacea urethrae) Jies in iliis regioB. 
it was necessary to use great caution in the a^xxJersis (the stripping of 
the skin). To avoid any injury to the urethra, a catheter was ioMld 
bto the uiintiy canal. After the ranoval of the entire roetainorpM 
mas, the ooverbg again of the jmi» wo acconoplkhed memd^ 
obkme kmbecu (portion of akm) first above spoken oTH, PlaleA). 
Tim MTing been Moiigbt down upon the penis, was joined on lis kmr 
nde by tbe mtimru nodo$a ei chtumohtta. The portioiis of skin (% ^) 
on either sidb were then united round the testicles m the saae waj (by 
means of the sielvra nodosa €t dr emunhif a) m a middle line fiom i 
loot of the penis to the amis, and thus the new scrotum ami dw faip 
neum were Ibrmed. As, bowerer, there was Ibond to be a giest » 
lion of the skin b the region of the perineum, so great as to endao^ 
a rupture of the suture, two long parallel incisions were made intk 
skin on either side of the peiinsumi about a finger's breadth distant frco 
the sutures, when the tension ceased, and the union of the psits ^ 
means of the sutures was completely successful. 

The union of all tbe incised pans took place per prMMm intentum 
—in some of the parts, also, per tecundem inteniimum — and ttie entiit 
cure (just as it appears represented in Plate B) was effected in tweotr- 
eigbt days, at the end of which period the patient was discbaigeili 
returned to bis country in perfect iiealth and very cheerful. 

The only di^a^^rpcablf occurrence in the operation was that the s^intf 
form the new covering of the penis was oblig^ed to he taken from tbeephc* 
bium (mons veneris), wh<Te tlie skin is always thick and hair)-. T? 
remedy the fornier incon\ enienci , s<jme layers of fat wen* scraped aua.. 
but still it was unavoidably thicker than was convenient. A few bain, 
but only a few, appeared on the uj^per part (the front) of the peni'^. 

Chloroform was exhibited, but in this insiani e with only partial ?w> 
cess. The whole operation occupied one hour and a hut not 

tinuediy, as some considerable lime was expemleii in uncovertrii; acl 
cautiously dissecting the spermatic cord an<] liie testicles so that \hf^ 
might escape injury, as they lay imbedded in iJie swollen diseased (oiea- 
morphosed) parts, and were not easily distinguished. 

The wholu mass of the hypertropliy reuiuved, weighed seipfnkm 
Htres and fijlj^-eight drams (17^ lbs.), exclusive of a small quantitjfli 
liquid matter which escaped. 

Athem^ Janmry 28, 1851. 
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The following notice of the precedbg reiiiaikable case b extracted 
Ifom the Cowrrier d'Atkaiu, No. 191, US July, 1850. 

Une des plus belles operations dont la m^decioe de DOire temps petit 
se vanter, a ete pratiqu^e ce jours ci dana notre hopital civil par im de 
nos plus habiles chinugieiu, M. le docteur Olympios, profeaaeur de PUai- 
vetaite, advaotageusement conim d^|i au nionde 9cieiiti6que par mamtea 
autres operatioDs difficiles, couioimies ordioairement d'un aucc^ P'O'npt 
et complet. 

" Le malade dont il s'agit etait un laboureur de I'ile d'Eubee, qui at* 
tpint depuis sept ans d*uiie Elephantiasis du scrotum, malade ass^s ram en 
iiybce, se voyait, quoique jeune encore, condamne i une exbtence dea 
plus tristes, la tunieur, par son enorme poids et volume lui permettant ^ 

peine de faire quelques pas avec difficult^. 

*'La ma! kii i tait fievenu doublement penible, parce que Talteratioa et 
rhy[)ertrophie du scrotum avaient en meme temps envahi les teguments 
arijacents, ce qu\ genait infiniment les evacuations urinaires. Par cette 
operation oscht op)a<^tif|up, le malade a ^te delivre d*unetameur qui a et6 
tfouvee d'un poids dc dix-sept livres et deinie. 

"En citant cette operation qui, iiu ( nt* <• par rimrtiurtel chirurgieii 
lian^ais Delpech. a etc tres nirt mcnt ( xecutee <'n Europe, nous ne sau- 
I ons asses faire reloffe de M. le prolesseur 01ympios,et leliciter TUniver- 
Mie d'Albencs a iaquelle ii appartient." 



CONCiENITAI. VARIOLA IN TWINS. 

JIT jAXJiS AY£R, M.D., BOSTON. 

IO«MMiiiiMMtf fkr tte a«tiM ll«diad and flwitaal Jo«rt*U] 

[ WAS called, in haste, last week, to Mrs. P., and Ibnnd her lying on 
the bed, in great pain. On examination, the head of a small Ibtus was 
Ibund bom. The uterine contractions were active, and its full deliveir 
^led in a moment, attended by a feeble ay. The pains continued, 
I bag of fluid was felt protruding, and soon a second foetus was expelled 
lead. Two separate placenta were afterwards removed, and the patient 
nade comfortable. 

The inlants were found of the size and development of sbc months. 
Die living one had a dosen or more of pustules, on the ftce, head and 
»n?ast ; one or two were noticed on the abdomen, but none on the limbs, 
rhree or four were good-sized, plump and well-de6ned pustules of small- 
wx. The remainder were not so full, but evidently of the same cha- 
arter. This one survived its birth two hours. 

The dead child had no offensive odor ; the abdomen was dark purple, 
nd the cuticle quite loose. Its whole body, especially the abdomen, 
as marked with depressionf?, f^imilar to those of variola in infants, after 
eath. No elevations or pustules were noticed; these nmrks only 
?mained. 

Throe weeks before the abortion, the mnflier, T was informed, had 
roken out with varioloid, after the usual premoaiiory symptoms, and bad 
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just recovered when I saw ber. The disease was » imld that a ^va- 
cian was not called. She could not trace her miscarriage to any over- 
exertioD, or any cause, except the attack of varioloid. Whether th^ 
mother infected the two at the same period, and the death of one caused 
the expulsion of both ; or one had the disease first, anH the second re- 
ceived it from him, are questioos of some interest, but difficult, irom the 
evidence, to decide. 
June 12, 1851. 



SAMUEL GBORUE MO&TON, M D. 

It is with the greatest regret that we record the death of SaimwlG. 
Morton, M.D., which took place in thb city, on the Idth of May \a 
Altliough in feeble health Ibr many years past, and evidently hdSa^ 
life by a very slight tenure, Dr. Morton was in the dischai^ of his or- 
dinary professional duties up to the period of his last illness* which wt&d 
only four days* duration. His 6nal attack was of an apoplectic nature; 
but he had long labored under considerable disease of the lungs and bean. I 
as will be seen from the autopsy, appended to our notice, Ibr the deuis 
of which we are indebted to Dr. Neill. 

The death of Dr. Morton deprives our profession of one of its aott 
distinguished members, and abruptly terminates a scientific career, vhicb 
had become one of the britrhtest illustrations of our coimtry. His repii- 
tation as a naturalist was diftiised tliroushout the world, and we belWve 
that no coteinporaiieous American name was better known abroaJ than 
his. His loss. In every respect to be lamented, will be particularly feii 
in the (1f']>;irlnn'nt of natural history, in whirh he was prosecuiin:: the 
most inler(*siin«i; n-searches, when thus j)reni;iiurely cut oif, at the aeeoi 
5'2, in the ])riiiie of menial vii;or and uselulness. In the rt'lation^ of pn- 
vate life, no one ever conciliated more universal esietnu ami atfetix^i 
than Dr. Morton. He passed tlirouoh the world literally without an 
enemy, beloved and rc-^pt'cted in all circles, everywhere deservedij' re- 
garded as one of tlx* most amiable and irreproachable of men. 

Dr. Morton was a native of Philadelphia, but, we learn, passed a f-c^r- 
tion of liis youth in New York. He pursued his medical studi es in ibe 
Univei-sity of Pennsylvania, and in the office of the late Dr. Parmb. 
After graduating in the University of Pennsylvania, he spent seveni 
years in Europe, and received a second degree from the UniveistiTof 
Edinburgh. 

Returning to his native city. Dr. Morton rapidly passed into extensivs 
practice, and, uj) to the time of his death, enjoyed a popularity seoooc 
to none among the practitioners' of Philadelphia. To the literatore of 
his profession he made numerous valuable contributions. In 1833 
edited Mackintosh's Practice of Physic, which went tlirough three sub. - 
quent editions ; in 1833 he published an.excfellent original work on Con- 
sumption ; and in 1849 an elaborate work on Anatomy. 

Dr. Morton was for many years engaged as a teacher of medirja?. 
and always ranked among our best lecturers. He gave several cimiDti 
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courses in the Philadelphia Almshouse Hospital, and was Professor of 
Anatomy in the original organization of the Pennsylvania Medical College. 

With this assiduous and unfoltering devotion to stricdy professional 
avocations, Pr. Morton combined an enthusiastic and earnest pursuit of 
natural history, which earned for him an European reputation, and gave 
many splendid resnlts to sripnce. His first scientific puhliration was a 
work on the FossiU o f the Cretaceous Oronp, \n whirl), we believe, be 
described every exnuijilu liiat has been found in North America. 

As far back as twenty yenr? n^o, lie commenced collectintr the mate- 
rials, wliich he eventually embodied in the Crania Americnnn, ihe first 
work of the kind ever produced. This frreat work, published in 1839, 
immediately placed the author in the foremusi rank among the cultivators 
of natural science, and was received tbmiHrjiont the wt)rld ns a most 
valuable ori«(inal coutribution to eihnoloi^y. its full impoitance is yet 
to be apprcciaied. At present it stands almost isulaicd ; and its real 
value can be developed only when other races of men are studied and 
tabulated on a similar plan, and a comparison of the averages afforded, 
enables us lo dettirjiiiiie die chaiacteiijUc differences between the various 
races. 

Dr. Morton spent man^ years upon the Crania Americana, and so 
careful was he to produce it free from inaccuracy, that, after the elaborate 
taUes had been nearly completed— upon Mr. George Combe's pointing 
out a slight error in the starting point fiom which the measurements had 
been roade^— a new series was at once commenced, and carried through 
on the corrected method. 

The Crania J^ypiiaea followed the Americana. The presence of 
the integuments, however, and the bituminized condition of the crania, 
preventM any definite series of measurements. 

The subject of hyhridity occupied much of Dr. Morton's attention in 
the latter period of bis life. At the time of hts death he was pursuing 
his inquiries in several interesting and hitherto unexplored channels, con- 
nected with this important branch of natural history ; and he had already 
collected a vast number of facts, and reached the solution of many ob- 
scure and previously uimoticed points. In this course of investigation 
he was led into a close examination of the specific characten of the 
wolves of North America, and the results of the crosses between the 
different species of wolves and the imported dogs — a thread of inquiry 
which we know was developing most valuable conclusions in the highest 
walks of natural science. 

In the midst of tb^se absorb in scientific and professional labors. Dr. 
Morion found time to indulge a taste for poetry ; and his occasional etiii- 
sioiis Gh<i\v that iie united a fine imaj^ination, and n fmrd appreciation of 
tlip ln autiful, with bis more solid i)o\Ners and atlainim nts. Av.d ail these 
noble intellectual (jualiiies were graced with the crowiuiiL^ attractions of 
a most unaiFected l)earin<:, the gentlest manners, and a genuine cordiality 
and kindliness of disposition ! 

At ihr lime of his death, Dr. Mortim was president of the Academy 
of Natural Sciences, of wliicb lie bad been a leading member for ihtrtv 
years. He was aUo a fellow of the College oi rii} iiciaiib,of the Aiueii- 
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can Philosopl ileal Society, aod of mmienMis other learned societies, tt 
home and abroad. The various associations with which he was con- 
nected in Philadelphia^ united in e?eiy possible tribute of respect lo \a 

nifmorv. 

Post-mortem Examinadon, — On the day previous lo hi=; death, Dr. 
Morton was ronsidered convalesrrnt from an in disjX)sitioQ which his pliy- 
sicians \v^{] not supposed to he daiisijerous or alanuing. 

Al)()iu the middle of tiic. same day, a tendency to stupor was noticed, 
whicli gradunlly Inrreased, and tiTminated in paralysis and death. 

Present — Drs. Kodmao, Beesiey, Wisiar, l^epper, McCiellao aad 
Weill. 

Head, — The symptoms immediately preceding death, dir«^rted atleft- 
tiou jiarliciilarly to the condition of the brain, it being supjiosed that 
effusion had taken place in that fji jian. Tlie arachnoid had lost its 
transparency, and no liuid was found in its cavity, but there wascooside- 
rahle semus effusion in the sulj-arachnoid cellular tissue. 

The pia mater was very much congested, particularly on the left side, 
and from its vessels blood had been extra vasated in several places. The 
basilar aod vertebral arteries contained venous blood. Two small dok 
were found very nearly Hi simflar positiona upon the superior surfioe d 
each hemisphere ; the anterior clot was the lai^er upon either side, ud 
rested upon the upper surface of the anterior lohe. It consisted of about 
one drachm of blood, and had assumed the farm of the sulci, into wliidi 
it had insinuated itself. The brain itself was large and sym me tr ic tl . 
Its substance was firm and natural in every respect. The choroid plera 
was equally congested with the pia mater. Veiy little fluid was fiwod 
in the ventricles. 

Thorax* — ^The pericardium contained the usual amount of serum, asd 

prr^r iited no appearance of disease. 

The heart was large and flabby, and its tissue was pallid and soni<y 
what softened. The cavities generally were dilated ; the parietes d 
those of the right side were particularly thin, and contained some fibrinoiB 
clots. The ostium venosum of the right side was enlarged to such a de> 
gree that it could not have been closed by the tricuspid valve. The ni- 
tral valve was much thickened by soft fibrinous ydlow deport. 

The arch of the aorta was dilated, and had some small patdiesof 
atheromatous matter de|X)sited upon its internal surface. 

The left lung was entirely useless for the purposes of respiration. It 
was contracted to a very threat degree, and occupied but a small space m 
the upper porlion of the thorax, where it was finnlv hound dow n bv ti>'* 
adhesion of (he co^^tal and pulmonary pleura, by whicii the cavity of in*,* 
pleura was eiiiirely destroyed. The conirestion of ihe lung was so -jT'^-n! 
that it appeared dark colored and soiidifiedj although it contained su^- 
cient air to make it float in water. 

The right lung, which was unusually larje. was conoested and adhe- 
rent to the walls of the thorax by adventltiuus bands of an obi !..rniaiion. 
The cavity of the pleura contained al)out a half pint of bloody fluid, 
probably the result of post-mortem changes. 

These adhesions of the left pleura, and the contracitun of the \e& 
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lunL^ were produced by an inflaiBinatory afl^eetioD of tbeee oigaoSy wbicb 

Occurre(] a Jew years since. 

Abdomen. — -The spleen was enlarged and very nuicb conrresied. The 
I tissue was so soft aod pulpjr that it readily yielded to pressure by tlie 
finger. 

I The liver was natural. The nlimentary ranal was not examim d. 

It can readily be iinderstooci from the above facts, that the inunediate 
cause of Dr. Morton s death w as mt ninj^tal af>oplt Ty,j^\\\\i\% from that 
disturbance of the circulation whicfi was manilcsicd l)v the ei^oorfjement 
of the bloodvessels of the brain and liui^s, but wiiich was produced by di- 

t latatioD of the heart.— f'At^e/pAia Medical Examkttr, 



CASE OF A If AN BITTEN BY A MAD DOG. 
9T W. TMfK, M.O., OT HIBAM, OHIO. 

Mr. W. E. was bitten on the right hand, some two and a half years 
i since, by bis own dog. Thb excited considerable surprise, as the crea- 
^ tuie had been uniformly playfiU and affectionate. Some members of the 
; fiunily, bowewi bad noticed tbat the dog bad not appeared quite as 
\ wall at usual ibr a few days. 

The ne&t moming, contmy to his umal habks, be was misring. In 

the eoune of the day, it was ascertained that he bad been busily travel- 
. ling during the night, and bad bitten some Ibur or five other dogs* He 
y bad, by this time, gone seveml miles from home, and exhibited such 
^ plain symptoms of hydrophobia^ that he bad been killed* As there was 

considemble alarm in the country about mad dogs» every one that be had 

bitten was either killed or tied up. 
, Ten days after he had been bitten, Mr. W« £• presented himself to 

me for treatment. I carefully considered every circumstance connected 
^ with the case, and came to the conclusion, that in all probability be had 
^ actually been bitten by a raMd ommaL 

^ Upon careful examination, thers appealed to be, in all, 6ve wounds 
^ inflicted by the dog's teeth ; one oo the back of the hand, another om 

• the palm, and three oo tlie fingen. 

I excised, as thoroughly as possible, the parts in ai^d aitHind each 

wound, encoiim'j^ed bleeding by warm applicatibns, and applied cupping 
glasses wherever it wns prarttcahle. Jn this way 1 obtained quite a 
quantity of blood. IVcxt, I cleansed the wnnnds carefully with tepid 
water, and put into them a strong sokitlon of nit. ardent. I then filled 
them with hnt to prevent adiiesion, and applied stiinulaiini; plasters, di- 
rected my patient to take a cathartic of salts and senna, and to keep quiet. 
He got along very comfortably — wounds discharged ireely, aod were 
kept open, by the constant use of lint, about a month. 

But my feai-s for him were very much increased, when I heard that 
the dogs iliat had been secured, had sliown sym])tom<5 of hydrophobia, 
and had been killed. However, after six weeks had elapsed, and my 
patient continued comfortable, f beijan to entertain hopes of him, which 
proved to be well founded ; for he lias experienced no bad effects what* 
ever (torn the bites to tills time. 
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It will readily be understood, tliat the foregoing treatment i? iim on> 
nal with me : yet the fortunate result of this case has given me coibide* 
ruble confidi'iH (• in it. The object aimed at, as every one will see, is to . 
remove tlie poison from the wound htTore it shall be aljsorlied into the 
general system. We may be enctnn au^t cL I think, to practise excijiori 
after the lapse of weeks, if no bafl -ympioms have come on; because 
the poison of rabid animals, unhke that of the rattlesnake, is absocbed 
very slowly. Jiul the sooner the operation is ix rfonned, the better. 

In conclusion, I would reniai'k, that excision and the apphcaiiua ofuif 
cuppini(-ojlass will be found equally successful in biles ul poisonous snake?, 
if practised sufficiently early. But in this case, it must he aUeodwito 
immediately. — Ohio Medical and Surgical Journal. 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL 

BOSTON. JUNE 18/l8»l. 



EDTTORIAL CORR FSPONDENCE. 

Greece (cojit itmed). — The territory oi modern Greece is of about ihefii- 
mensiuns uf Ma.si>acUuselLs — with a population of not far from one miliioo, 
and an annual revenue of four millions of doUare. It is oppretaed wiilit 
loyal family, consisting of a king and queen, without children. Hismr 

i'esty is hated, if people speak truly, while her majesty is rather popukft 
Tor the last eight months the king has been in Bavaria, and his lorigg 

subjects express a hope that he will never return. His salary i? odIj 
$160,000 per annum ! A standing army is kept up, of between S.OlO anil 
9,0UU men, which is of no earthly nse, for if the Turki? were to attempt i 
blow, tficy could eat up every soldier in the Greek service in one nifhL 
The kin4;dom depends for its security on the European powers exclasirelr. 
If, therefore, the army were distmnded, and the soldiers employed in 
culture, the wealth of the nation would increase more rapidly. Athew 
looks like a flourishing town, and will by and by become a very band^s^ 
one. When the Rev. Mr« Hilli an American missionary, first took opb 
residence in Greece, 24 years ago, not an edifice of modern growth ht: 
been erected. Coarhe« are driving through the streets nctively, and ifthert 
wore pood road-s to the country, there would be sale intercourse wiih ibe 
interior — but now there i>> not. Political corrtipiion is dominant, aad liw 
governtneul carries all eleoiions and every ineasiure by the over-awing in- 
fluence of soldiers in the back ground, a place in otfice, or a (>osiiion^ 
a dangerous individual where he can scrape the pot, as the proverb ny^ 
since there is no dish so clean that it does not yield a taste of what «uin 
it. An English gentleman, who has resided fifteen years ifi Atheoti 
speaks particularly of the low reputation of the courts of law. The juii^ 
of some of the tribunals have a salary equal to $35 a month, and ai^ 
rernovrd»lf^ at the pleasure of the king. The inFecurHv of their office 
probably one cause of the corruption that has the asccn iaiiry. Athens 
governed by a c rp oration of a mayor, municipal council, i^., eiecied iff 
the citizens. A more coinpiicated kind ol system never could have exi5t* 
ed, since they elect electors, whose choice must be approved by his ouijefty. 
or it is of no effecu Three mayoit are annually electedj at the »* 
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lime, whose nnmes are carried up to the ihroae, and if Otho, or in his 
absence the queen, likes the list, one of ihem is approved, and is qualified. 
Ifoott then there is an opportanity lo go into a new election for three more. 

Athena ai times is a sickly city, and will continue to be so till the drain- 
age is better managed* For miles round* the land is low and inclined to 
be marshy. On entering the plateau from the Pirseu?, I was struck with 
its general resemblance to that of Esdraelon, and Celo-Syria. Their geo- 
lotrical features are precisely alike. In 1850 the mortality of Athens was 
13S4, while tlie births were only 534, in a population of 26,000. In the 
enrlv part of the presetil year, typhus fever has been quite prevalent, and 
many deaths occurred. Siill, with these facts before the king — for no one 
does or thinks here without his slow, cold, Bavarian consent-^nothing is 
done to better the public health by filling bogs, and draining off the water 
from marshy places.— A more picturesque national costume cannot be eon* 
ceired than the modem Grecian. A red cap, jauntingly worn, swayed to 
one side by a heavy silk tassel ; a jacket of all colors* covered with em- 
liroidery— the sleeves open to' the shoulder; a kilt, or white cotton petti- 
coat, reachin<j; to the knees — often containing ten yards; re<l, ^vh^♦p, and 
other colored stockinLTs, with a different colored wide garter outside; red 
shoes, and a silk scart wound several times tig'htly round the body, make 
lip the esaeuLiala of a court oc gentleman's dress. In consequence of 
swathing the abdomen so tightly as is the custom of the country, more 
people are said to be ruptured in Oreece than in any other part of the 
world.— A stranger is struck with the universal buz of honey bees about 
Athens. Very little of the excellent land is under cultivation — and conse- 
qiiently weeds, and especially those which yield something for the bees, 
are prevalent, and hence their multip!ir<itjon. Mount Hymettu'--, east of the 
Acropolis, was celebralr l in ancient tunes for its excellf^nt honey. An ex- 
cursioQ to the quarries on Mf. Peutelicus, where the marlil^ for all the past 
ind present buildings of Alliens and its environs was procured, shows the 
astonishing industry of the people in past ages. The plain of Marathon, 
the plain and region about Sumum ; the bay of ^ilamis, Elusis, and the 
theatre of the Blusinian mysteries, are each and all of them points of in- 
tense interest in the history of civilization and classical literature. I vi* 
sited the palace thoroughly, and although an unmeaning and ungraceful 
excrescence of marble, brick and mortar, it has some splendid stale apart- 
ments within. It is too low studded, and the defect runs throuj^h the 
whole interior. The throne-room is very beautiful, without heiuq over- 
done. On my way up the avenue, I saw the queen step on the hand of 
her groom, who raised her in a twinkling to the saddle of a spirited horse, 
and away cantered her little majesty, followed by a retinue of laced coats 
and other appendages of the household. 

Of the progress of education in Greece, the school system, the public 
morals, amusements, it is not my intention to write much upon them 
at present. I am making diligent inquiries, and through the kindness of 
the Rnv. Mr. Hill, and other g*entlemen of inleliisTpnce and reliability, 
shall no (loLil>) L,Miher up some valuable information, illustrative of tlu^ mie 
condition of modern Greece. Amusing anecdotes are related of the king. 
His leading ambition seems to be, to be thousrht an universal genius and 
proloundly wise in every thing; yet so despotic and self-willed is he, that 
DO one most act or think without his special royal permission. The ad- 
ministration of the government, in Its vajrious departments, has soflered 
through tha king's dehiys, and want of decision. About a year since, an 



Digrtized by Google 



404 



EdUorial (Jorrespondmce* 



officer of some distinction, stationed on the island of Negropont, beifij^T^ 
duced very low in health, petitioned his ^uperio^ for leave of abseoee. 
The latter could do nothing till it was laid before his majesty. When the 
fe()aeal came up, instead of answering promptly one way or the other, he 
laid by the paper for eooaideratioo. After a long whue his mind wai 
made upt and he graciously granted the poor sick officer's request ; but 
onfortanately, when word reached the island, the petitioner had bees dead 
three months ! At one lime a basket of charcoal could not he purcha^f^ 
for government use, till the order had been submitted to his all-wise exa- 
mination. The physicians of Athens, some iime since, concluded pub- 
lish a pharmacopccia ot their own, which was prepared by a cofiuniuef, 
the chairman of which was the present professor of chemistry iu the Uni- 
Tersity. It being a law, however, that no work shall go to press till the 
manuscript is submitted to the government, the sheets, scrawled off aod 
aboundiog in apothecary signs and measurss. were necessarily handed is 
the bureau, without the least expeclatioo of their being detained an hoor. 
To the confusion of the committee, however, Otho took it into his head 
that he must hear it all read, it was so impnrtfint. The professor was jcfit 
for, and the kin^, with pencil in hniui, iDtiu aied his views, nf» the former 
waded thrnnirh an ocean of >,enlpnces uiiinteliigible to the muddy brain of 
this German biu\ khead. Six entire weeks were consumed before the io- 
speclioD was completed — the silly fool liavuig iir^leiied Lot kuurb lu a\i£* 

cession to words and ideas which he eould not compfebend. 

Near the base of the Acropolis, is the philanthiepic mission oehool es- 
tablished by the Rev. Mr. Hill and his lady, which is exerting a good is* 
fluence on the moral and intellectual condition of the native inhabitma 

The little children are taught English, while they are instructed in erery 
useful branch of knowledi^'e in the Greok Innrruat^e. Their system is ad- 
mirable; and from the happy results already realized, the effecis-, that ili€ 
diffusion of the first principles in morals, Christianity, and science, i< to 
exert on the future destiny of this resuscitated country, are incalcutaolc. 
The building is located nearly in the centre of the ancient A^ora, or 
market. In digging for a foundation they came to the original maiye 
floor of that boiufing, aod the steps by which one now ascends to the firtai 
door of the mission school are those identical stones, and were perbtps 
trodden upon by St. Paul, on his way to the Areqiagiis near by. MarUe 
cohimns were also found, standings in their onVinaT position, vvhicb had 
heen covered for ages by the acciitniilaif»d rubbish of two or ihree citie?. 
built one upon the other. For a quarter of a mile N. W. nnd N. E. oi 
the Acropolis, quite up to its perpendicular sides, the eanh ha& n Ullei 
ill to the depth of twenty feet. No matter where an excavation is ujade. 
marble, wrought into some form of beauty, is sore to come up. Mr. Hifl 
aetoaily found the public oil measures; and I eiamined one of the oneis, 
or public measures for wheat. He presented me with an immeoae naa^ 
ble sarcophagus, with bull's heads, ram*s heads, and a bold, heary chein» 
work on the sides in relief, which must have been superb in its day. The 
length i*? nhont <;oven feet, by three wide and three hifrh, wei^fhiricr ^ 
and a half, if noi more. It refers to a remote anli(]miy, arid may hare 
contained the body of Euripides, Pisistratns, or Aristjdes iIjp JusL, Io 
passing on the back of the palace garden, the other day, the workmen were 
opening a trench, in which some elegantly wrought bkicka beloaging to 
immenseW large fluted columns, were exposed, where they may have bean 
covered, mr aught any one knows to the eontrary, twenty-five oenteties^ 
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Cod Liver Oil. — As has liren often remarked, and as every one well 
kninv^, {\\c\-v is much oi the subslance purporiing lo be pure cod liver 
oil, which 16 oliered for sale, that is not genuine. Within the last two 
years, we have been called upon to examine many samples of what pur- 
ported to be eotf liver 4ril, some of which did nol famish evidence of comiog 
from code' li yeis, but were rich in lard, in wealy whole and ether cils, Adiil* 
teretioD, and sabstitution of other oils for that of the genuine cod liver, hu 
been practised to a greater extent then is imagined. Many of our respect- 
able druflfgists and opothecarics, in con:«eqtience, have been obliged to man- 
ufacture their oil from the fresh livers. But even then, they rnov be im- 
posed upon, by the substitution of other livers for those of the cod, which 
has been known to have been done in several in;«tnnces. To obviate all 
these difficulties, Mr. Burnett, the weil-known apoibecary in Tremont Row, 
In this city, informs as that he has a vessel constantly in comniission at 
Newfonndland or Lebrador, with a crew who are engaged in the cod fish* 
eries, in order to prepare the oil especially for him. An experienced person 
is on board, who manufactures the oil from the livers of the fish soon ;tfter 
they are taken out. Bairrls of the oil thus obtained are sent to Mr. Bni^ 
nell, as opportunity may present, the vessel remainin<^ for several months 
on the tishinsf grounds. We have seen a sample of it that was really 
beautiful looking, presenting all the evidence of purity. To those who use 
this therapeutic accent, it is of the greatest importance to have an orticle 
that may be relied on, aad we take much pleasure lu recommending bucii 
as has been exhibitad to us by Mr. Burnett. 



Hospital for Iiwhrmtes. — A hospital for the custody and treatment of ine- 
briales, lis very much needed in this State. There can be no doubt that if 
one was established, and properly appointed, much good would result 
from it. It is well known that there are many persons, who possess such 
a hankering for alcoholic drinks, that it is almost impossible for them to 
resist the temptation to indulgence when such drinks can be procured. 
Now it is to these individuals that a retired hospital would be of essential 
service ; for such appetite is a disease, or it produces one, and often reqn?res 
medical as well as moral treatment tor its cure. Our insane asykims 
have m?iny siTch cases, and the greatest benefits have been derived by the 
temporary coiifHieirient and other treatment which such patients are there 
subjected to; yet it is not the proper place for them, after all. If some of 
oar medical friends would unaertake to establish a private hospital of the 
kind referred to, we have no doubt they would be fully remunerated for the 
outlay in a very short time. * 



Dr. Bird on Urinary Depotits. — Messrs. Blanchard & Lea, of Phthi* 
delpbia, have just issued a second edition of Dr. Golding Bird's eicellent 
treatise on urinary deposits. Dr. Bird's researches have been very exten* 
sive in this department of pathology, nnd we consider his last work un- 
equalled, and can, with the grcaiest conhdcnce, recommend it to the pro- 
fession, as one well calculated to assist them in their investigation of nior- 
bific urine, or the diagnosis, pathology and treatment of urinary deposits 
generally. Ticknor Sc Co. have it fur sale. 



The newly ducopered Ihoderiztr, — Mention was made, in a previous 
number of the Joamali of a newly discovered aabaiance, possessing tha 
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property of ren lorin^r TetiJ metier inodorous. At that time, sufficient op* 
poriunily had not boeii uiroi Jed to test fully its merits, and we were nninl- 
iing to comuui ourselves until perfectly satisfied that it would accoiDpliili 
all thai it was repreiienled to do. Since then, we bare given it a fiiir vad 
upon matter whicb was most ofiensiTe to the olliMtories, and mast say tkt 
the result was both satislactory and astonishing. Any pntrid deeompoiei 
animal or vegetable matter, placed in contact with this new agent, viu,u 
a very short time, rendered perfectly inodorous. We take much pleasare 
in tpstifying to ii.s merits, and trust it will prove as satisfactorv in experi* 
nienis by others as it has in tiie few by ourselves. To Dr. J. D. Buzzeli, 
one ol the directors of the company who prepare it, we are indebtfd kit 
much useful and interesting matter relative to its discovery and manuik- 
ture, some of which we shall at an early day lay before our reader?. It 
,woald be well if the Boards of Health of large towns and cities sbooldcfr 
amine, for themselves, this new agent, and give the report of their iavcid* 
gation to the public. There cannot be too much done for the piesenraiiii 
of the health and lives of our citizens, and those who by their researches 
promote the one, and prolong- the oilier, may be considered benefactor* of 
the race, and richly merit a reward for ilinir Inhor?. Thi-« drodorizcris 
manufactured by the Great Pond Miiiinir t"(mi|rdiiy, Cape El izabetb, near 
Poniand, Ma ine, and i? offered at a very low price, in order to iuduceik 
public to make trial of its remarkable properties. 



Gutta Percha Water Pipes and Spcaki?ig Tubes. — We have been shown 
a very fine specimen of gutta percha ii]l)iii[i, whicli came from the ^-i^iH- 
lishment of Mr. Charles Siodder, of this city. It is said that this aruar 
is not acted on by the strongest acids or alkalies, and therefore may bi 
considered almost indestructible. In consequence of its resisting the sctioa 
of such substances, it has been applied to many uses in the arte, agricaltsic^ 
and manufactures, and especially for tubing for the conveyance of water or 
other liquids used for culinary purposes. It is a very good SDbstitate Hir 
lead pipe, and to tho«e who have nnv fear? that Irnd pipe exerts injnrioui 
influence on water that parses through it, it will be very acceptable, im** 
much as it will fully answer their purpose. 



jyhgmting Revtedies. — If our homffiopnihic friends are in the habit o! 
usiii«r in their practice such disgusting and absurd remedies as arc recom- 
mended in Jiihr's Pharmacopcpia, the sooner a line of dislinoU'>n is tirawh 
between them and the renular j)ractiiiuners, the belter. We know 
whether any of Hahnemann's disciples have demonstrated, on fcieniifer 
principles, the action or properties of such remedies. They certainly briit§ 
to mind the absurd ingredients used in the old treacle of ADdromiehss. 
The following, from the London Institute** of Jan. 5ch, 1851, will present 
the matter to our readers. 

" Jahr^s Noucelle PkarmacopSe Homaopathique^ published at Paris ic 
1841. contains, in the list of nintt'iia medica, various disgusting absurditi^. 
among which are Jarhfsh, flu poison of the rattlesnake; fjrmica rttfa,\i^i 
red ant ; aradta diadema^ a species of .spider ; rana hnfoy the toad : iacerli 
agilu^ the lizard; scarabcBUs meLolontha^ the cockchafer; river ra putorins 
Stinking polecat, of which the officinal part is the feiid secretion from the 
glands near the anus. The icrim§ett or fresh*water crabs, are direcied 
be pounded alive in a mortar until reduced to a fine paste. This is dilated 
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•vith about twice its volume of alcohol, then strained, and the liquor pre- 
served for dilution in the usual way. Toads, lizards, cockchafers, and 
>lhc^r reptiles and insects, are bray*^ (nlive) in the same mnnner! 

" \Vf also learn frun) a contemporary that to siirii an extent is the doc- 
tme shniiia similibus c//rrt/////r carried, that 'syphiline' is administered 
o pntient.s suffering under secondury syphilis ; and * hlennorrhin,' which 
8 gonorrhceal matter manipulated according to the rules of homoeopathic 
ronfeclionery, is mentioned in the Homoeopathic Archives (published at 
[jeipaic, 1841) as a remedy for gonorrboBa and gleet 1 ** 



On the Employment of Jmpermtable Varnishes in Vinerid InfoMma^ 
'umt, — ^M. Robert Laiour stated, that it was some months since he bad 
lubmitled to the Academy his treatment of inflammatory disease by cover* 
Dg the surface with intjicnneable varnish. Since that period, M. Latour 
las treated cases of ovaritis, an<i of peritonitis, with a success beyond that 
itic ndinq- any other plan. A case of peritonitis was related in whicli the 
-vhole abdomen haviiigr been covered with a coating of collodion, the symp- 
oms rapidly subsided. — Acad, Med, Farit — London Mtd. Gaz* 



Mtdiral Miscellany. — A Dr. McConnell, it is said, has applied for a pa- 
ent (or tlie nianulaciure of l^rs from pine wood. — Dr, Barrett, of Middle- 
own, Ct , cominiirucates to ilie public the fact that a perfectly defined kan- 
▼•aroo haji been discovered m the Portland free stone quarrv. The animal 
►vas about four feel long. Tiie broadest part of the figure behind it^ 9J- 
Dches. — Some considerable number of cases of smallpox are in this city 
ind neighboring towns. We learn that it is also quite prevalent in Maine. 
—The daughter of Dr. A. L Cutnmiogs, of Roxlmry, four years old, was 
Host inhumanly killed, last week, by a man who had applied to the doctor 
"or professional advice and assistance. It is supposed the man labored 
jnder yom** aberration of mind, a?? there was no can<c that could be aFisiq-ned 
or the deed, aiui he almost ininiedintely killed himself. — The cholera at 
Paducah, Ky., is on tlie increase aiid (juite fatal in its attacks. Dr. New- 
on Lane, formerly of Louisville, has died of the disease. — The one hun- 
Iredth anniversary of the founding of the Pennsylvania Hospital was com* 
nemorated recently by an address from Dr. George B. Wood. The idea 
>f this institution originated with Dr. Thomas Bond in 17S0. 



Suffolk Diitnrt Mfdical Soeiflij — Subject for disriisHion alihe mcetiag^i on tha ImI WadiMMlftJ 
u June, The 'JVeatincttt of tim Coaviil»ioas of Cliiidreo." 



To Cm RK K»pucrottitTS.— Dr. Acer's cue of Apoplexy of ibe Lungs, and Dr. Pmoot't c«m of 

Vncurisni, have been reeeived. 



MARRirn, — Al New York, Samuel A. Ftsk, M D., of Nonhnmplon, Mas*., to Harriet B., 
liui^iiter of the late Jacob Biiiin£er, of N. Y. — Al ^ladelphia, 6ih ioat., Tbomaii J. firifBllMi, 
kl.D., Loouvillc, Ky., to Agiitv tl., second claug^hicr of W m. F. Murphy, of Philadelphia. 



Deatht in Boabm^for the wef>k ftiidtii); Salorday noon, June 14, 61.— Male*, 38— fftnafa*, flS. 

Vccidcntal, I— iliseaseof IkiwcIs, 1 — inflammatinn of bowels, 1— consuniption, f — < nnMilsion-, 4-— 
-aocer, 1-— canker, l—cyaitoaifl, 1— dywniofy, 1— drowaed, 1— dropsy, 2— dropy of the braui, 2^ 
Bab«t«t, 1^ry«i|)cla9. t— eshaotliAn, 1— lyphwi T^vvr, S--loftg lev'er, S— biaill fever. I U B an i- 
Kfraiirp. T — uiiiuilik', 7— disease of llii' liver, "2 — innnminalion of the luugt, maiaiOiUtf d~ 
Detuloa, t—oM age, 1— plcumy, 1 — smallpox, <> — ulcer, 1 — wonns, I. 

Undar 5 vMirt, 28» b alweaa 5 aad 20 yaan. 12— belwean 90 and 40 years, 11— between 40 
iii<t no vcnrs, II — over GO ^oars, 5. Ainoriran«. fofngnen awl cliildieB of forrigaart^ 96* 

Tbe above iucludaa 10 dcaiiu at itte City lusiiiuuoiM. • 
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The Norfolk District Medical Sonpty.—Uhe Norfolk Dis iricl Medffs! I 
Society held its :innual meeting at Dedham, ou the 14ih of May, loiiiit 
choice of officers, &c. 

The following officers were uoaDimously elected : — ^Dr. Iwwf ^ 
eon. of Dedham, Pruidmt, Dr. Appleton Howe, Weymouth, Xkt Pro. 
dent. Dr. Bdward Jarvis, Dorchester, Secretary. Dr. Danforlh P.Wtfk, 
J>edhaiii, Tremfiirer, Dr. Lemuel Dickerman, Medfield, Librarian, Dn 
Ebenezer Stone, Walpnic : Henry Barllett, Roxbury, Committee of Skpcr- 
vision. Dr.-*. Ebenezer Aldeu, Randolph ; Ebenezer Stone, Walpole; Henry 
Bartlctt, Koxbury, Censors. Drs. Henry Barllett, Roxbury ; Ebenezer Sion?. 
Walpole ; Ebenezer Wood ward, Quincy, ; Jonathan Ware, Milton ; Sktai 
Tucker, Slough ion ; Daaforth P. Wight, Dedham ; Benjamin Minn, 
Foxborough ; Edward Jarvin, Dorchester, Ommtdhn* 

The SMiety voted that the Censors meet at Roxbury on the Taodtj 
next preceding the first Wednesday of October, at 11 o'clock, A. M. Dt 
Jar?is read his nddress On the Causes of losanityt" which the Scdsf 
▼oted to prim for the ase of the members. 

Dr. Ebenezer Alden was appointed to deliver the address at the aonoil 
meeting in May, 1852. The Society voted to have a free and general 
di rijssjon upon the autumnal diseases, at the next meeung, od tk2d 
W etinesiiay of November, 1851. 

The meeting was very full, and the members of tbsi^Society sssndtl 
be glad of this oppoiUinity of coming together, nod after a paUiei^ 
ner they adjourned to meet again in Novemher. 

Comphte Jnffisfinal Ofrstruction. By Mr. Josiah Clarkson, of Binriin:- 
ham.— -The impediment arose from disen^c of the sig^moid flexure of Ui« 
colon and the rectum, and the descending colon was opened in ibeloia 
successfully. The patient was a robust young girl, aged 21. After the 
usual medicul treatment Lad failed, twelve days having elapsed williM 
any evaeaation from Uie bowels, Amussat's operation was performed iaih 
usual manner. Mr. Ckrkaon gives the following practical diieclMsifi 
ascertaining the spot where the bowel is to be found: 

" Two fingers' breadth above the crest of the ilium, and midway betweti 
the anterior and posterior superior spinous processes of the same boDe,u 
the spot benenih which the intestine will eenerallv le found. This n>o<i« 
of finding the exact situation was first pointed out to me by Mr. Hodgsoo. 
at the time of the operation; and since then I have frequently prottti iu 
accuracy on the dead subject.'* 

The paiieat recovered, with an artificial anus, the only annoyance k^f 
the tendency o^the orifice to contract and block np the passae^e, ss oasillf 
happens in these cases. This, in spite of all the means that conU k 
used, eventually caused her death, nearly fourteen months after the op^n 
tioQ. On post-mortem examination, the obstruction! which existed aboti 
six inches from the lou-cr termination of the rectum, and on a level wd; 
the fundus of the morns', was found lo be caused by a dense cartilagiiM^ 
substance which surrounded the intestine in this spot, ac^d conaplcleljf 
literated its canal, — Dublin Medical JournaL 

MeOed Department ef Mama CTmserfily.— The legjslatnre of lows la 
formally incorporated the College of Physicians and Surgeons as part aii 
parcel of the University ; and what is more worty of notSt baa msde fk 
diploma of said college a licence to practice in the State. 
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IILATATION OF BOTH AURICLES, W l i il APOPLEXY OF THE LUNGS. 

BY ikUES ATEB| M.D.y BOSTON. 
tCoimmaateatad (dr th« Bmcoh Mddleal tnd Saiflc«lJoarii«l.] 

Che case of Mrs. S ■■ , wife of a clergyman of this dtjr, act. 42 
'ears, recently deceased, presents several interesting features. For five 
ears past, the period of my acquaintance with her, her health has been 
aeble. Pre?ious]y» Dr. Gould infonns me he bad attended her in re« 
teated attacks of severe illnew ; and once or more, when recovery ap» 
(eared improbable. The severeist of these was after oon6oement, about 
veWe years ago ; and at another time, when she aborted. For yean 
be has been troubled with asthmatic bfeatbing, always aggravated hf 
xercise* Her temperament was bilio-nervous ; and her nervous system 
uci become irritable and excessively enfeebled. Several years ago she 
jtfered considerably fiom anasarca, and was operated on for ascites, 
ideed, during my acf|i)amtance with her, her complaints were so 
iuooic and diverse, that she entertained the conviction that medical 
eatment could benetit her but little ; so I rarely prescribed m the case^ 
ccept when she had " ill turns," usually induced by fatigue or mental 
ccitement. I mention this, by way of apology, for the imperfectioi» 
hich may be noticed in the hbtory of the case. 
Her countenance was pale and antemic ; the heart's action always 
regular, the pulse variable and occasionally intermittent — the lips, at 
Ties, suddenly changing from extreme paleness to a purple hue. Yet, 
ith an ambition beyond her strencjth, she attended, all this timn. to 
;r hoiisoholfl duties, and accompli^hpfl murh labor, raicly complain- 
g, except when cornpflltMl to reliiujuis^i her accustomed cares. When 
tfering from special illn^''^'^, the niorbld symptoms took on a violent, and, 
)parently, alarmlni^ charactci ; Ijiu aUvavs sulisided with equal rapidity 
id safely. The violence of the svrnpiums seiini'd d is proportioned to 
e length of the attack. Her siKkien turns ot sickness were always 
iieved by stimulants and antispasmodics ; the head and shoulders being 
aeed in an elevated jK>siiion. 

I wo years since, I made a careful examination of the chest. The 
tient was then laboring under cough, induced by atmospheric rhaiiL^es. 
he action of the heart was very irregular, and unnaturally stron*:;. Hut 
ither bellows munnui, or friction suuud, or any ^iuecial physical signs 
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of organic change, were detected. The pulse occasionally intermitted. 
The left lung, over its lower half, exhibited some degree of dulni^ : jnii 
the mucous rale was distinct. The right lung appeared perfectly healliiT. 

Kheumatir pains of the different joints had afflicted her f^^r jeais, 
aggravated by e-a^t wmth nnd damp weather; leucorrhrea, at nines ex- 
cessive, had also debilitated lu r. Two months before death the caii- 
roenia, which had previously been irregular, became frequent and pro- 
fuse. This change was attributed to the approach of tlie climacleric 
riod. During the past spring she had cntn plained much ot dariinc: pair.) 
through the limbs and body, simulating iK uralgia. Her appetite wis 
ever capricious, tongue usually loaded with bilious coat. l)owels cwtiTe 
and always ilatulent. Her spirits, under this accumubuua ol su^d^ . 
were surprisingly cheerful. I 

For three or four days before the fatal attack, she had been labcnnj 
tinder an unusual amount of excitement and fatigue. At about 11 
o'clock, A. M., of Saturday, May I7th, white engaged in some docDoiK 
employmetit, she suddenly fell on the floor, exclaiming I am d^ing.' 
Being engaged at the time in a pfofessionid visit, I arrired in lalf > 
hour after ; the patient was entiruy unconacioos, extremely pale, fnb 
amall and quick, but variable^body and extreimties very coU, ui 
4iead moderately so. SinapismB were ordered to the stonnacb aad fea, 
and bottles of bot wator to the body and extremities. R. MAa, 
aulph*, tr. camph., aa 5 ij. ; spts. lavenderc, $ nr* ; tr.valenan, | j. M. ii 
teaspoonful doses, was given every fifteen minutes. About 1 oVlock, 01 
two hours from the access, rMCtioa began to take place. The medine 
was discontinued, and warm applications continued only till the pube 
became full. An enema produced a free dejection. At 2o^clockdtt 
pulse was very fuU and tense, the head hot, with distension of lem^ 
veins. Ice was applied to the entire head, and eight leeches to tbe 
temples; though the best Swedish, they took very unwillingly, part 
dropping when partially filled, requiring re-application. The lips and 
cheeks were dark purple ; the breathing laborious, but no steiior; pds 
ranging from 68 to 75 per minute ; attpinpts at vomitin<;. hut little 
thrown up, attended with almost perfect aspljyxia — the lips and cbeet-s 
at such efforts, almost perfectly black. The amis and hands beca??* 
partially flexed and rigid. At 5 o'clock, it was with the grealesl diiir 
culty she could swallow ; and farther du ation her ime ini practicable. 
The pulse, all the time, were exceedingly variable — bai uever beio« 
the natural standard in frequency. 

During the afternoon and evening I was f.ivorcd witli the a*lvic(;v'! 
Drs. Buck and Gould, of this city, in consul in t ion. As early ?s 9 
o'clock, in the evening, a fatal termination seemed unavoidable ; and the 
only prescripiion alter that hour was — U. Mistur. assafcelida;, jij-?!'? 
enema. She continued till twenty-five minutes past 4 o'clock the next 
morning, with but little change except gradual sinking, and died wHboai 
a struggle. 

. A lemaik, perhaps, is necessary in reference to the ooiiKtOQ of nM> 
section, after re-action had occurred. The patient bad been aaani^ 
for years ; and at ordinary times the abstraction of blood would have (lo* 
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liiced serious bjui^. The appticttkm of eight leeches, I judged suffi- 
aeot wider the cinsumstaiices ; to opioioo, m which^ I was happy to 
ind, the coosultiog physicians fully concurred. 

Dr. F. S. Ainsworth, of Harvard ATedical College, at my request, 
nade the autopsy, and has kiodly furnished me the following notes Ibr 
lublication. 

'^On Sunday, May 1 8th, at 3^ o'clock, P* M., and eleven hours after 
ieath, at the reouest of Dr. Ayer, and in presence of Drs. Ezra and E, 
X G. Palmer, i made an autopsy on the body of Mrs. S. The body 
fas considerablr emaciated, tbe lower extremities slightly oedematous, 
ind the akin of natural color. Laying open tbe cavities of the chest 
tnd abdomen, the organs contained iu them were Ibund in their natural 
losition and relation. Opening the pericardium, it was found to contain 
))out the usual quantity of serous fluifl. The heart, on its posterior sur- * 
iice, was covprec! with roy'ih ^^tihslance, like rnrtilnize ; it was not adhe- 
ent to the pericardiutti, nor did the laitt^r exhibit any traces of iiiHiiinma- 
inii. The right auricle was dilated to four or five times its normal size 
—the walls 90 thin as to nllow the venous blood, in some places, to 
how liiiou'^^h. It was distended with blood, and formed a sac which 
.xlend( (1 betwtjen tlie rijjht ventricle and the pericardium, as far down 
iS the point of the ht art — pushing that organ to the left. The ascend- 
1*4 cava was dbtendeii with iinperfectly-coagulaied bloo<i, and entered 
he auricle on its posterior surface, nearly an inch lower than in the nor- 
nal state. The descending cava was likewise distended with iiariiai 
oa«£ulum ; the direction of these two vessels was altered by tiie ddata- 
lon of the auricle, iu such a way that the two columns of venous blood 
cemed to be directed nearly against each other, instead of towards the 
iter-auricular septum and tne tricuspid valves. On opef)iii^ ihe auricle 
nd clearing out the coagula, the walls did not oontrsct, but remained 
ijstended. The tricuspid valves were thickened and opaque throughout 
bcnr whole extent — ^there were no points of ossificatkm about the Maes, 
[he rij^bt ventricle was slightly dilated ; no change was apparent eiuer 
1 the chords tendine or ^umn« camee ; the semilunar valves of tbe 
luhnonary artery were perfectly firee from disease* The cavity of the 
9(t anriele was dilated to about twice its natural sise-~the wails were 
hinner than usual. Tbe mitral valve presented the same tliickened, 
paque and cartilaginous appearance as the tricuspid valves. The walls 
f the left ventricle were somewhat, though not remarkably, thickened ; 
be semilunar valves of the aorta, and coronary arteries, were in a pei^ 
ictly healthy condition. 

In the lower lobe of the left, and in the lower and middle lobes of 
le right lung, were spots of a circular or elliptical form, varying in size 
"om an almond to an egg — scattered and surrounded by healthy puU 
lonary tissue. These spots were somewhat darker in color than in the 
rst stage of hepatization ; they were solid and not rrepitant. Their 
nnsktpnre was not peirpptibly softer than liie puhnonury tiasue sur- 
jundiiiL^ them. The line of demarcation was perfectly perceptible 
etween them and the healthy portions. Scmtrliing them with a scal- 
el, they yielded lireely dark-colored blood. There was no appearance 
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of a centre, where the substance of tbe lung was destroyed. Tb 
large bronchi leading through them were filled with sanguinolent mucus. 

The viscera of the abdomen appealed to be normal in size and cod- 
sistence. The uterus and its appenda^ps were in their natural posilioD 
and relation ; the former somewhat enlarged, but not more than is c<Ma* 
moo in women who have home children \ its cavity was coated with i 
viscid , bloody fluid. There were no appearances of peritoneal adhams, 
or inflammation. 

The brain and its membranes seemed healthy. There was a degree 
of congestion in the veins ot* the pia mater, but not more than i> com- 
monlv met with in cases ol^ sudden deatli from obstructioos of ik > 
circulntion, ; 

It is know n that dilatation of the auncles, particular!}- il ir ricjht, i; M 
such rare occurrence that it hn^ \wcn said hy many wrilcrs not lo eiisi 
as a patholopcal phenoinenon, and that in all those ca^es in which thai 
cavity seemed to be en)ar<j»'d. tlie appearance was due to an indu^iof 
blood in the last a^ony, distending it ; in wliich case it is said the auricle 
contracts to its naiural size as soon as it is opened ai ilie autupsy. and 
the bkK>d allowed to escape. In the case now re|>orted, the aua"le 
was carefully emptied of its contents, and sume time allowed for tbr 
contraction to Lake place — as has been said, however, the cavity remaLi- 
ed of the same size. This fact, together with the extrcnie tliinoeaof 
tlie walls, which could hardly be explained by any sudden distensioB, 
and the change in the positbn of the two great venous trunks, sees 
to estaUiA the case as, imdoubtedly, one of lai|^ dHatatioa of the » 
rides. The explanatioo of this appearance is not difficult, con s i deriB g 
tbe iact of the d»eased state of the riglit aoriculo-ventriciilar vtlfOi 
It is easy to suj^pose that the inefficient closure of these valves tSkmd 
tbe blood to re^uiigitate into the auricle at each ventricular oontractiBi 
—-in that way producing a gradual dilatation of that cavity. It vradi 
have been interesting, had there been any thing in the previous syn^ 
toms to direct the attention that way, to know if there was pubtDoi 
of tbe jugulars, or any dndt perceptible in the large veins of the upper 
extremities. 

The apoplectic centres, with which a large portion of boili lungs were 
filled, are evidently due to tbe obstruction of the circulation m tbe left 
auricle, and the diseased state of the mitral valve. In the case reporte<i, 
the right ventricle was not materially affected, and the valves of th^ 
pulmonary artery were found perfectly healthy—^ that it can hai^ 
De supposed that there was any rupture of any branches of thejiol- 
monary artciy ; while the thickened state of the mitral valv^ woiiili 
allow a portion of the hlrKnl, at each contraction of the left ventricle, 
to pass hack into the auric) \ and thence, ^^ithotlt nnv obstrucUoo, 
throMLdi the pulmonary veins into \hc lungs. So lliat in tins cast' th-'"? 
is suilicient reason to believe, that tlio pnlinnnary apoplexy was caus^ 
by a rupture of the minute divu>ions ol llie pulmonary veins.'* 

June 16, 1851. 
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iNEURISM OF COMHENCEMENT OP DESCENDING AORTA, PROJECl 
im RACKWARD-PATAL BY BURSTING INTO LEPT LUNG. 

BY tllAS. \V._ PARSONS, M.D., PROVIDENCE, R. I. 

{Commuiuc«te<l for lh« Bocton Medical and Suiftcal Journal.] 

f. A. A., aged 40. Formerly intemperate; reibrroed several years 
1^, and has been a back-driver. Has generally been in very good 
lealtli. For about tbree years before his sickness, has been subject to 
>ains in the left side, sboulder and back, worse in spring and autumn^ 
.ie called them rheumatic, and used liniments, Sco. In spring of 1 350, 
lad turn of nain in regk>n of heart, without dyspncea or palpitation. 
?ain was made worse by riding his coach, and he gave it up ior a few 
veeks. In the summer he became short of breath on quick movements, 
md particularly on going up stairs or lifting heavy baggage. This con- 
inued about the same for a fow months, he being still in his business, 
^aie ill October \ui had a severe attack of praecordial pain and dyspnoea ; 
ould not sleep in bed for several nights.. No palpitation. Dover's 
)ovvders taken a few evenings procured him comfortable nights. But 
\ er since that attack he has been suhject to frequent pains in thorax, 
,M(] has never returned to his occupation. He was able after thi^ to 
^alk about street, slowly; had partumlar diOiculty in going up hill 
)r staii"s. 

Feb. 12, 1851, in the evening, J was called to hiui. He had increase 
»f pain, preventing; sleep ; and a beating in the back, felt disagreeably 
ly him when leaning against the back of a chair, had been first noticed 
. few days before. A Dover's powder relieved him for the night. Next 
noming I examined iiisa carefully. Slept pretty well la.^t niglit, lying 
lown. Face slightly emaciated and anxious. Appetite fair ; digestion 
;ood. Has pain in left side of thorax and over upper dorsal vertebrae, 
k pulsating tumbr between the left scapula, at the level of its spine, 
ind the vertebral column. Perpendicuhir length (measured by a tape 
Mssed over top of tumor between the extreme points where pulsation 
iould be feltV 3j inches ; horizontal length, 2^ inches. It dilated aen- 
Ibly under the hand, unlike a tumor which u lifted by the putsatbns 
»r an artery underneath* Percussion doll over it ; and a little duller in 
eft than right supra-spinous fossa. Respiration heard above and below, 
»ut not on the tumor itself. Two sounds of the heart are baih heard 
It middle of tumor ; the 6rst sound faint, the second most distinct at its 
ipper part. Corresponding to second sound, there is a distinct short ' 
vhiff, at a very limited spot, between vertebral column and most promi* 
lent part of tumor. ^ 

In front, slight fulness, and dulness of percussion, over left sterno- 
lavicular artksulation, and a little downward and to the left from this. 
Percussion I'iesonant below this. Second sound of heart as usual. First 
ound feeble, and its point of greatest intensity higher and nearer the 
niddle line than usual. Impulse cannot be felt by the hand. 

Left radial pulse smaller than right. No particular character of pulse, 
I is soft and rec-ulnr. Rrenthins: unafTf^rted. 

Diagnosis, aneurism of the aorta, obstructing the left subclavian artery« 



Digrtized by Google 



414 



Aneurism of Detcendui^ Aorta, 



The tumor gradually increased. The pains became more severe, 
rather more in the back and shoulder, and pretty constandy in the left 
side. He soon began to use morphia regularly ; and the dose had to 
be increased till be took one grain and a half of the salphate it iii|lK 
with partial relief. His intellect was unclouded throughout the seboi; 
but coativeness was produced, requiring frequent doses of Epsom 
At one early period, he bad numbness, shooting pains and slight fedent 
of the left arm, which passed off soqn* A few days before his daA 
be had asain severe pain b the arm, beginning suddenly, and muck ■* 
creased by motion. The pnlse at the left wrist became as large as a 
the right. He continued to walk the room a good deal tiU a few veeb 
before his death ; and a few hours beibre his death walked from one 
room to the other. The tumor extended up above the scapula, till thf 
muscles of the neck were made lame, and down to the false nh^/t 
passed over half the spine of the scapula, and a little to the right of the 
spinous processes. Tne skin was of a livid brown over it for weeb, ani 
at last was speckled with numerous reddish blotches* As it pained his 
to move, I made no proper physical examination for a few weeb be- 
fore his death. But the day of his death, I ascertained that the 
mrr sound was heard over a larger space, in the same situation as before. 
On the event nj,' of June 6th, he haa a sudden peculiar cough ju^t ik 
drinking, and died in a few moments. He had borne his su&ring^ wiit 
remarkable fortitude. 

Besides the medicines above mentioned, he took for a few weeks si; • 
ceissively, a combination of tr. ferri chlorid.,* tr, digitalis, and ir. 
camph. Afterwards, for nearly two months, he took pretty consUiiil; 
a f ofiibination of tr. dinit<^lis and hydrocyanic acid, which he felt sureeav? 
him some relief. I think it lessened the force of the beating and ibf 
pain. Anodyne liniments, and a blister once applied on account of se- 
vere pain in the side, did no appreciable good. The diagnosis was 
fectly clear, and treatment only pailiaiive. An advertisino; "surwjii* 
of this city visited my patient, unasked by the familv. dnnn^^ mv ahseoce, 
and proposed, if their consent was obuined, to have au upeiaiioQ ptf* 
formed by tying the vessel ! 

AtUopst/j 18 hows after death, — ^Tumor less prominent. Ri|k 



u the cavity completely, two small projectbns of lung only ap- 

Scaring through it. Nearly two quarts of soft ooagulum were renoni 
n the outer side, the lung adhered firmly to the fifth rib, and a bn^ 
of adhesion ran hack from this. Below there were more recent adb^ 
sions between pulmonary pleura and diaphragm. The pleura coiwm 
lower lobe of lung was separated from it and distended by, a hi^w 
clot. The upper lobe adhered to the front surface of the tumor; 9d 
in the fissure between this and the lower lobe was a straight 
waif two inches and a quarter long, by which the blood ittd eKip«^ 



* Sec RhikistoD, PiMticil Obtemiioat oq CTwitvn INmmw of Htm Ckm, iu, Mmf^ 
aAlMQ, {Mfe 166. 
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rom the cavity of ilic aneurism, ihrough the thin layer of luiig-sub- 
lance, and had peeled tlie puliuouary pleura fi-om the parenchyma of 
iic lower lobe. * 

Pericardium a little to the right of its proper situation ; contained 
bout three ounces of slightly turbid setum. Heart and valves healthy, 
Nit loaded with iat. Near the coronary arterv, the muscular substance 
ras in some points replaced by fat. Aneuiisroal tumor grew from 
orta» immediately below origin of left subclavian, projecting backward 
nd to the left. Its base measured on the aorta throe bches and a 
[uarter. It covered the vertebre, from dd to 6ih dorsal, and projected 
wo inches to the right of the spine. Its posterior surface adnend to 
ralb of thorax, aod could only oe removed by tearing. • The vertebrae, 
xmi 2d to 6th dorsal, were dcaiuded in front, and the convexity of their 
odies destroyed by ali sorption, leaving the intervertebral substance 
rominent The ribs, from 3d to 6th, were denuded and eroded for 
bout three inches from articulation with vertebra. 4tb, 5th and 6th 
sparated lifom the spine. Through the opening thus made in the walls 
f the thorax, the sac passed out, and a finger could be pushed two 
iciies upward behind the ribs, and as much downward. The edge 
f the scapula was felt, covered by muscle. Traces of the intercostal 
essels, plugged up, were found connected with the walls of the tumor, 
fiside the sac, the proper lining coat of the arti-ry is continuous, from 
)e nppt r to lower orifice, on the front and i i^^ht portion of its cahbre, 
'hich is not involr(>d in the dilatation. The inner coat extends un- 
roken a short distance into the sac, but soon disappenr? ; and the walls 
f the aneurism in far the lartrest part consist nieri ly ol the cellular coat, 
atheromatous deposit exists in patclies liirougii the whole aorta down to 
le diaphragm, beyond which it was not examined. Sac lined with 
Datrnia, partly fibrinous, \sl)Ke and toueh. 

Theexamiuatioi i was liiiiTied,on account of unavoidable ciiciunstances. 
Providence, Jam i'Mh, 1851. 



OTES FOE A MEMOIR ONTHB PATHOLOGY OF DENTO-NEDRALQIA. 

BT A. C. OAVrue, M.D., mtW TORX. 
[CoaimoBiCftted for the Do«toa MKcilcal and dargtcal Journal.] 

Cftapter III. 

HE peculiar nprvou? irritabilttv ob-^ervable, in cnildren ot all tt^mpf^ra- 
♦Miis, hal)its and constitutions, uikUt seven years of age — the first chmac- 
nc of human life ; the fmilty of their nature, and their laxity of fibre ; 
e peculiar abnormal phenomena so frequently attending the period of 
mtition, at this time of life, when the mobility of the frame, and the rapidity 
' the changes in the course of growth, are so extraordinary, render the 
udy of their diseases as interesting as the n-sults are striking. The 
)nstant dis|X)sition to an acrimonious state, as indicated in the frequent 
^Huxions which are ever tending to develope those distressing and fatal 
aladies classed as the diseases of children, may be looked upon iu ihd 
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fihmcter of, and as ndkatiDg ao cfot of natoro to rid llie ayiieB 
the maoy irritatiDg obooxiooi influences id ooooectioo whh tlie ci«iiliie 
febrile exantheniata. Children of eveiy race, of eveiy dime, and id 
every temperament and constkudon, present the same pecaliar jpsv^^ 
position to constitutional iiritationS) which weekly lielp, by tbeir M 
terminations, to swell up the bills of roortaKtjr with the omeBoas 
tims of infantile disordeis* 

There have not been wanting authors with lachrymosa » 

pinings, dwell with melancholy waitings at the deterioration of the cirii- 
ized portion of the human family, when compared with tba broad nras* 
cular chest, the manly vigor, the wild and noble dignity and bold ooi- 
lines of man as developed in the savage of our nunieroas wilds ; or u^th 
the freedom from constitutional derangement enjoyed by the sleek, 
rounded bodies and limbs of tlie African race of the Ea-trm tropics. 
The imagery of savage life, in which we may indulg<\ n^.iy nwluce th 
idea that they enjoy immunity from pickne?^;, clironic atlections, and 
herediiiuy disease, as well as beint' exempt Irom pams during paitrov 
tion. in < ont!-H-distinction to (lie siilienngs of women bfoiighc up wit jn 
the routine of civilized culiun-. But such is not the fact. The W€ailj 
die, the robust live, and hence their paucity in numbers. 

A large majoritv of these infantile mnladies. although in^t enibraf'^i 
within the strict n»eaiiing of my j)aihulogical notr^ upon dento-neiiraii*: 
affections, vet are interesting as beinfj dependent 14)011 liie i.erres and 
their sympathies, which are tlie only aijents in transmitting irriiatioos. 
I knee they constitute the morbid sympaiiiics, presenting a phase ct 
denio-neuralgic uii'ections, or those nervous excit<"menis repujrnant to 
the vital powers. The partial super-excitemeiu, say of a n«TVous tkd 
of a motor ]»oriion of the fifth pair of nerves, would naturally superif 
duce a congestion that would impair tlie functions of thoae organs opoo 
which the nem would bring its action. We can obtain no iolbnnaiioi 
fiom a child, under such circumstances, nor can we discover any boi* 
ralgic pains, but are compelled to rest content with such diagnoiiic 
marks as an btuitive genius in connectioii with experience may di^ 
tate to the mind of the practitioner. The maladies, or a majority cf 
them, of the infantile state, may, in an eminent degree, be attriboterf 
to nervous irritation of the dental ganglia of the fifth pair of ncrres, 
sunerinducmg an augmented arterial action, and vascular action gaw> 
rally, in connection with sympathetic irritation of the 7th and 1 0th pain 
of nerves and the excitor motor spinal nerves ; producing cerebral ex- 
citement, gastric irritations and sympathetic cough, by the imtation d 
the recurrent nerve of the par vagwnf with general neuralgic pains, <r 
colics, vomitings, diarrhoeas, salivation, &c. he. These are a pociiaB 
of the evils attendant upon this trying period of infantile existence. 

With regard to nervous irritation^ the excess of the ^yiu})athies of 
relation may produce death ; the organ sympathetically irritated may be 
brought into an abnormal condition to a greater extent ilian the ojv 
originally affected, not only compromising the organ thus sympathetica^^ 
affected, but also the life of the child. We have, then, in the abore- 
meationed various abnormal phenomena, so irequeutly found attt;iidiii| 
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.he period of ileiuiiioii, conclusive proofs timt nf»rvous irntaiiouy, by- 
heir rmirrent action, produce cerebral c x( it( ineni^, of which fever, 
its, constipalion of tlie bowels and synipaihciic jniliiionary affections, 
Toopins^ coug^h incUisive, are the prernoniiorics only for the development 
>r ibat LLJiiblc and Ikial afTt'.ction, hydrocephahis. \\\ this disease wo 
and, as its prcuioiiitory symptofiis, all the pains peculiar and aiialoirous 
o neuralgia of the head and face, as exhibited during and before dcn- 
ition superinduced the fatal irritation upon the braia or its membranes ; 
0 wh, snooting paiiis from temple to temple, thence to the back of the 
wip^ and the nape of the neck, pains and lassitude in the limbs, im- 
3atience under the stimulus of light, pains in the eyeballs and nose, 
tnd throbbings in the teeth. Whether the process of dentition prima- 
il}' produces these symptoms in connection with dental recurrent irrita- 
km on the brain, or that they are secondary, attending the incipient 
stages as the symptoms of the developing hydrocephalus in all its fear- 
ul and hopeless phases, they are unquestionably the results of nervous 
rritations and nervous debility. It is of rare occurrence to meet with 
iydrocephalus in children after the cAiorption of the roots, or Me fv- 
imal of the deciduous teeth ehall haw reUeoed the dental nertMnu eyg-^ 
em of their irritating influence — compared with the vast numbers of 
children whose disorders during dentition and the presence of the first 
eethy terminate their lives with cerebral derangements or hydrocephalus. 

A popular idea exists, which of couise it is out of my power practi- 
cally to disprove, that children suffer pain in diflicult, or, as it is called, 
'painful dentition." I am of opinion, however, that dental irritation 
luring the period of dentition, in seventy-five ppr rr^nt. of cases, is more 
!ependcnt upon a violent and di'^^trfssin"; — madd(^'^l^^^ if you please — 
tching in the t^ums and fniiccs of the Infant, than upon pain, which only 
!xists when an mtlamniatory action is present. Now itcinng, when it 
s intense in itN character, is in an eminent degree more calculated to 
)roduc(^ ( iiher nervous prostration or cerebral excitement than pain. 
The aniinnl system will bear pain for a Ion?, a very long: period, before it 
sjU succumb. I do not mean to deny that pain y\c\d< its quota, in vol v- 
ng the safety of children in its formidable concomitants. The nerves 
says iVIr. M iyo) w hich minister to the sense of feelinir, are the poste- 
ior roots ol the spinal nerves, the large division ul the fifth, the nervi 
agi, and the glosso-phnnjugeal nerves, all of which have ganglions at 
heir origin. We have through these nerves in dentition, Grst, heat ; 
econd, soreness ; third, a tickling sensation ; Iburth, itching ; and, lastly, 
>ain. The sense of itching is nothing more nor less than a painful 
ickling or titillation dependent upon over charged morbid secretions or 
rascular action in the dental sacs, if I may be permitted to reason from 
inalogy, and to base my argument upon experience of adult dentition m 
irocess of the cutting of wisdom teeth. Although I have not ibund itching 
«nsations to be present to any great extent, I have found in such cases en- 
argement of the tonsils and the presence of pain of that acute chanc- 
er, aside from the swollen and inflamed state of the gums, that the pa- 
lent could not partake of food with any sort of comfort, nor in any 
if9f submit to the parts being pressed or even touched. I have never 
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found an instance wherein any individual so afflicted would find nr 
kind of relief by pressure upon the surrounding parts ; but, on the coo- 
trary, the pain has been increased by such proeeeding, to an acute ei- 
tent. From these facts and reasonings, I beKe?e that if pain ouiedii 
the gums of teething children, they would not tbnisC their little fttt, 
with such intensity, into their mouths, nor so eagerly grab " virit 
their gunns the ivory or gum-elastic ^' teething rings/' nor woold tber 
with such eagerness, with starting eyes and instinctive little ** grams,' 
sensualize in the pleasurable relief evidently aflbided by the (nedni 
of the nurse*s finger on the irritated gums. If pain wens present i 
these cases, such proceedings would increase it ; the instincts of Ae 
child would compel it and the nurse to desist. Its cries and dia» 
would alt nu t the attention of the attendant. Now, in oppositima 
these, %vo (io Gnd that when teeth press upon the flesh of the gums, or 
when indaromation is actually present, or when the gums are lanced ii 
such cases, the child will neither take hold of the " teething rings" ret 
permit its gums to be rubbed, and is in much distress ; it with diffirakr 
seises hold of the nipple, and with still greater difficulty draws its ss* 
tenance from its ** maternal fount." 

The local irritation in tho early periods of dentition, I am satisfied. is 
not at all depf^ndv'nl iij>on the advanced fornKition, or upon any jtr^^i'i? 
whatsoever, ol the teeth on the soft parts, it very iiecjiienfly 1 ini' ti^ 
case that tlie ino^t intense suffering, fever, and constitutional \rmim. 
are present before the teeth have escaped, as it were, from their jiieils 
or even impressed their outlines on the ;[^ims. Teethini; chan?e? ^. 
whole action, for the lime being, of tlu* nervous system ; and lliewiJoif 
animal economy — the arterial, the vascular, th<' '^eeretory, the excretory 
the lympliiHic <:v«fems, i>^c. — these are all acted upon bv a jieculiar acm? 
and ex(-it:il)lr nqi itliy ; and I knoxy of no pain, liowever acute, ihii 
will in any u.iy approach the intensity of sufTerin*!. and tlie imiaiir.: 
nervou^ exciteiuLiU and utter prostration of the amuial system, pfth 
duced by an intense itching, upon the sensient fibrils of important nmes, 
such as those supplying the teeth, face, he. We have such exampte 
in the dry piles — hemorrhoidal tumors in a feverish state. I have aew 
met with an individual afflicted with these painful appendages, «!» 
would not undergo, with comparative pleasure, the acutest pain atteoi- 
ing these tumors, in preference to these intense itchings. The formef tilli- 
mately produces debility, the latter immediately supeiinduces ferertni 
cerebral excitement. The violent itching in the ears accompanyio;; 
common catarrh will quickly pttiduce fever. What b more madifeB- 
ing " than the itching of sore eyelids ? The hysterical afl^tloos p 
duced by tickling the feet are, I presume, well known. Indeed, a m 
was tried in England for murder, who tickled a woman's feet — bis 
I believe — so long as to produce hysterics, and cause convulsions tba: 
ended in death. May not these mtense itchings produce the fevetrd 
mouth and head in teething children ? (The intense fever and oea^ 
excitement that one or two ascarides, getting into the vagina or mooii: 
of the vulva, will produce in infants ere well known. What arc lhc^' 
csompared to dentition ?) if the lung? under such circumstances iff 
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liable to congestions, it is because, from some occult law, the nervous 
instincts — figuratively speaking — cause the defluxion upon these organs 
in preference to the bowels or tlie brain. In other cases we find cere- 
bmi or spinal imtatbns bringing their abnormal forces to bear upon the 
organs ol respiration. We may thus in some cases account for sleep- 
le^ness, restlessness, sudden starts, sudden screams and convulsions, the 
tossing the arms above the head, the nervous agitation of the fingers 
and toes, and the twltcbings of the superficial muscular fibres of the 
skin, even to the lethargic state and the oblivion of a perfect coma* I 
need not dwell upon the fever attending these derangements, the impair- 
ment of the digestive powen, or the marasnms no doubt thus often su- 
perinduced. 

Jn the cerebral or spinal irritations attending abnormal dentition, serous 
inflammation and serous exhalation upon the cerebral cavities often 
ensue, or engorgements of the vessels of the investing membranes fol- 
low, often to such an extent as to hurry the little afflicted victim into an 
early grave. 



THE HOWLING DERVISHES OF THE EAST. 

FKOM THK EDITORIAL CORRESPONPCKCC OP THIS JOVRNAL. 

Perhaps j^ome account of ihp or«Tip" of the Howling D<^rvi?he«:, n«? now 
practi^^ed in Turkey — xherc hcifii; a little surg^eryin their fanaiiral antic*; — 
may be interesting to tlie readers of the Journal. This order are really 
and truly the descendants of the fire- worshippers of antiquity — the Baal- 
itest four hundred of whose priests were slain by Elijah the prophet near 
the shabby town of Kvpher, about two miles to the north of the Convent 
on Mount Carmel. When Mahommedanism began to spread, under the 
irresistible influence of Damascus blades, these mad fellows gradually in- 
corporated enough of the new doctrine with their own bloody rites, to be 
spared, and in these latter days the priests of Baal and their devout dis- 
ciples embrace the most orthodox, .^anclificd Mussulnien of the East. At 
Scutari, where one mosque is locnted, on the east side of the Bosphorus, 
J ivas forlunate in jE^ainintr admission, and ihoiiph compelled to t:iand in 
my stocking-feel more than an hour, 1 felt compensated for this sacrilke, 
as well as that of wading tbrongh mud, and passing another hour under 
the eaves, before gaining admittance into the sanctum sanctorum. The 
mosque has side galleries— -one being occupied by males, and the opposite^ 
boarded up to the top with fine lattice work, by females, who can peep 
through without hehvj non. No females are admitted on the lower floor. 
On entering from the trout door, we turned to the rijrht, into a sort of long 
pew, railed off from the main lloor of the mosque, probably forty-live feet 
<(]uare. At vnc end, or rather the upper side of the ajMinment, sat the 
irincipal priest, a mua of about fifty, with keen, restless eyes. He was 
jupported on the right and left by other, but inferior priests, designated by 
he magnitude and structure of their turbans and robes. Back of themf 
lext the wall, were se?eral very lar^re, fat, gray-bearded, eminent men> 
roll accommodated on soft mats. Two lateral lines of worshippers ex- 
?nded down towards the lower end of the mosque. Suspended on the 
rail back of the chief operators, were horrible looking axes :-^ne had a 
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cttttiog edge of fall two feet, with a long handle. Then there were hoolse, 
ehaq) spean, ice. Sec The collectioo was large, and made ODe*B fleih 
Cfawl not a little to look at it. On the line midway betweea the floor 

and galleries were twenty-three large tambourines, eleven small drams, 
end eii^ht pair of metal cymbals. For a considernble lime they were in a 
kind of eciflaiic prayer, wagging tlitir heads eiihcr way, with closed eyes 
and oul.^jiread hands, while the j>riest ke[)l up a detni-musical rcrilaUTe 
arliculalioii. By and by they t^imulianeouijly ^prang lo their luet, forjLied 
a circle, placing their arms over each other's shoulders, and performed 
something analogoos to a dance, stamping to the time of a roonotonoos 
chant, and moving round and round in a circle. A low hum, not diasimi- 
kur to the drone of a bagpipe, as heard in Scotland, an octave belim die 
lone of the leader, produced a striking efiecl even upon myself. Bj de* 
grees they warmed up, and as the furor began to approach, crarmeni afief 
garment was detached, and j*ome of them were wild as marnacss in their 
gesticulations. Next the circle hroke, and lines were formed. The siog- 
iiig became more impa^^^^ioned, and llicre they stood bowing and swaying, 
without moving the ieei, precisely as the Uaiicing girls of Upper Egypt 
entertain their patrons. Finallj, two stout fellows, stripped to toe skin'all 
but their drawers, marched to the priest, who put into their hands two 
wooden balls, each, projecting from which were poniards, ten inches ioa^, 
sharp and briffbU They flourished them in all directions, bowed, whirM 
about the balls, nearly the ordinary size of ninepin balls, with such care* 
lo'--'^ n<nivity, that I f tiilenvorod to get behind a pillar, le.^t onp of them 
should flv from their ^^-^rasp in my direction. At the nionierit when tn? 
whole assembly of worshippers were wrouuiit to the highes^l Ijenrriblp poitii 
of excitement, amid the dia of the lambouiines, drums, cyuibals, ciiants, 
and intermittent howls — which latter were low, solemn and unearthly — one 
of them fell on his back, with the sharp point of the dagger resting oa 
the pit of his stomach. With a firm grasp he held it perpeDdicqkrly 
— the balls being free at the other end — above his clenched fingers. One 
of the priests, supported by the hands of two a^^sistants, stepped up aoi 
stood with one foot on the balls — and I trembled lest his weip^ht should drive 
the dnr^L'er throiKjfi ihe body of the infatuated creatnro. But hy his prodi* 
gious strength he supported the ponderous old priesi, and kept the da^rcrer 
from being forced ihrotiL^h to the floor. This was denominated a miraculoa? 
circumstance. Next, live boys, Irom twelve down to not far irom six years 
of age, came up to the same priest, who took a sharp steel rod, the size of 
the largest sail needle, baring a heavy fiat handle in tbe form of « craaicr. 
and thrust it through both cheeks of each boy — the handle on one side, 
and the protruding point on the other, giving all of ten inches in ! noth 
to the instrument. Being between the jaws, the teeth could not be closed. 
The youngest flinched a trifle, but the other.'* nere perfectly firm. They 
then took their places, unable lo close the mouth, while the blood trickled 
down to the chin. Their di^lorled countenances were extremely painful 
to contemplate. At this stage of tlie exhibition, miracles were lo be 
wrought for the recovery of sick persons. One after another laid tlat oa 
their backs, and the old priest stepped on their bodies and bore his whole 
weight on the chest. Five were prostrate at once» over whom he walked, 
giving each tbe pressure of his holy feet. One female was introduced* 
veiled, who was placed on her face. An infant, too, was placed under the 
torture of hi« pontifical tread. When tlie steel stilettoes were withdrawD 
Irom the cheeks of the boysi 1 examined the wounds of one of then, and 
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the little deceived cliup declared that it did not huri him, and the gaping 
crowd of undignified Mussulmen viewed it as a most marvellous matter 
that the^ were not injured, pained or maimed— a conviDcing proof to them 
of the di?ioe nature of the act. Government have, to its honor, forbidden 
many of the cruel rites heretofore practised hj this sect, as beinff too abo- 
minable, both in the act and tendency. The feats I witnessed are only 
occasional. An Atnericnn missionary, who Im?? resided here many years^ 
to!'! mc he had never yet witnessed the scences here detailed. 

On the following clay I saw the whirlinpf dervishes perform at Pera. 
The mosque was an ocinf^on, wiih a crallery for concealin|T females, yet giv- 
ing them a chance to look on all about and below them. An orchestra 
contained a poor flute player, a dmm, and something prodocing a noise, 
bat not likely to be mistaken for harmony. The area of the mosque being 
cleared, the elect brethren, wearing high conical felt caps, dressed in short 
cloth jackets, heavy foil skirts and barefooted, formed a circle. Alternate 
prayers, chants, hums, and bowings, prepared the dervishes for their gym- 
nastic exercises, which were commenced with a certain terrible explosion 
of discordant sounds from ail the instruments at onre. Paying tlieir obei- 
sance to the priest, who was in a green habit, squatting on a soft sheepskin 
with the wool on, the twenty-one began to turn round slowly on an axis, 
while they gradually progressed onwardly round the room, keeping the 
circle mathematically exact. By little and little the furor was developed, 
and they whirled with rapidity. It wss a representation, to niy mind, of 
the solar system in miniature. While each revolved on a centre, all were 
^oing round the room. They had a sleep v expression, as thouqh in a 
vortig-o, and that is the stac^e at which they tee! themselves absorbed or 
expanded, 1 know not which, into communion with the divine essence. 



DEATH BY HANGING. 

BY a. M. PORTES, M.]>., OF MASaVILLE, TXKH. 

A POST-MORTEM examination was made twenty-four liours after death, 
(q>on two negroes, Uenry and Moses, executed at iNashvilic on the 2ist 
ITebruary, 1851. 

The brain was congested in both cases. The vessels supplietl with 
blood from the carotids were tinged with blood of a dark venous huo ; 
those supplied by the vertebral arteries preserved their natiuiil aspect, 
tlio blood retaining its scarlet arterial color. The two kinds of blood 
were very distinctly seen at the termination of the basilar artery in the 
circle of Willis. The sintises of the dura mater were full to distension. 

In both subjects, there was considerable efitinon of semm into the 
arachnoid cavities, sub*arachnoid cellular tissue and ventricles— lo such 
an anxNint as probably to have caused serous apoplexy. There was no 
extra vasatbn of blood in any part, nor any appreciable lesion of the ce» 
rebral substance. There was no fracture^ nor serious hixatioD of the 
cervical vertebne. 

In both cases the lungs were very much engorged, and had the dark' 
purplish tinge of ipknizaiioiu By pressing any portion of the lungs 
[>etw^n the tinkers, the pulmonary tissues were made to assume their 
natural color* The blood was fluid in every {tart of the body ; venoiiB 
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congestion was very uiaiked ; tlie left side of the heart was einptj ; ibe 
right side was full. 

The mark of the rope around the neck was left, looking as if the skia 
had been seared vrith a hot iron, and there was a contusion of die 
superficial layer of muscles corresponding with the impression on the sur- 
face. In Henry, much the heavier body of the two, the stemo-clddo 
mastoid muscle was nearly severed, leaving only a few fibres on the tig)it 
side opposite that on which the hangman's knot was placed. 

In the ihoniz of Moses, an abscess was ibund nearly ready to bunt; 
it contained three or four ounces of pus* This being evacuated, it vai 
ascertained that the 4th and 5th dorsal vertebra were carious^ and the 
intervertebral substance was nearly destroyed. All the lumbar vertebae 
were carious, and an abscess was ibrmed on the right side eontaiwag 
about half a gallon of purulent matter. On the left side was a smaller 
abscess* There was also a small abscess on the right elbow<joint. Yd 
there was nothing in the external appearsnce or configuration to tndkrale 
that he was not a healthy negro. There were extensive j^eoritic adhe- 
sions in both cases. 

Inspection of the bodies a few hours after tlie execution, show^ that 
there had been an emission of semen from both, but no relaxation of the 
sphinclpr of the anus or bladder. There w a? some ttimf fartiofi of the 
face and lividilv of the lips ; the eyes wore ihcir natural a pjujardDce. 
The jaws were firmly locked ; tiie tongue protmdinL; sliL^iuly and deeplr 
indented by the teeth ; rigor morti$ had not taken place in tlie limbs. 
The bodies were still wann. 

The following extract from the Tjondon Qiiarteriy Review may not 
be without interest in connection with this subjert. 

** An immense nuuiber of persons recovered from insensibility (pro- 
duced by hanging) have recorded tlieir sensations, and afjree in the re- 
porL th;ii ;in easier end could not be desired. An ncijuaiiitance of Lorr 
Bacon, who meant to hang himself partially, lost h'ls footing, and *w 
cut down at the last extremity, having nearly paid for his curiosity win 
bis life. He declared that he felt no pain, and his only sensation was of 
fire before bb eyes, which changed first to black and then to sky-blue. 
These cobrs are eveo a sounse of pleasure. A Capiaia Monugnac^ 
who was hanged in France during the leligiQiis wan, and rescued fm 
the gibbet at the intercesskm of Visoount T^ienne, oompUiiiied tfait 
having lost all the pain in an instant, he had been taken from a Ggfat 
of whbh the chann defied descriptbn. A criminal who escaped by the 
breaking of the cord, said that after a second of sufiering, a 6ie appeared 
and across it a most beautiful avenue of trees. Henry IV. of Frasee 
sent his physician to question biro, and when mention was made oi t 
pardon, tne man answered that it was not worth the asking. The ooi- 
fofmity of description renders it useless to multiply instances. All agiee 
that the uneasiness is quite momentary, that a pleasurable feeling 'mm^^ 
diately succeeds, that oohm of various hue start up belbre the si^t, and 
that these having been gazed on for a trivial space, the rest is oblivien. 
The mind, averted from the reality of its situation, is engaged in soeos 
the iDost xemote fiom that which fiib the eye of the spectator— lbs 
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imroaiAi* cobrbbpoiii»brcs. 

Literature and Rdighn in Grteei. — I was both turprined and grati6ed 
to discoTor how many books aie published in modem Greek. Besides 
some excellent ones on geography, history, &c. Sec, some on medieiaet 

surgery, and even anntomy, have been translated. The Athenians are also 
a newspaper-reading pf opi There are five or six papers published here, 
tr'ving the citizens a iresh one, if not two, daily. They contain copious 
extracts from the English and French, and the editors comment freely and 
fearlessly on the measures of government. The Sabbath is observed very 
much as in Roman Catholic countries. Shops are open, the matkets are 
erowdodtsnd auctions are Koing on. A band of mnsie in the pnUic sqnars, 
with a military parade, and a show of the queen and suit, make it a bust- 
hxut day, although they are superstitious in many things, and may be called 
a church-goinp' |>eop!e. 

Corftf, April I8i/i, 1^51. — A pleasanter run could not have been desired 
than was had from Athens lo Syra, and from thence through the Grecian 
islands, to Zarne, vvfiere the currants are raised. This is a cheerfnl-looking 
town, on the margin of a liue bea basin, the houses receding back up the 
hill in one direction, much as they do at Quebec. On the highest eleva- 
tion is a fortreas. The cirenmstanee that dwellings and white cottages are 
9een in the distance from the harbor, in the valleys and on the precipitous 
ridee of the mountains, shows the influence of laws that protect property 
ind secure life. No such isolated points of human habitation are seen in 
jrreere or Turkey. Corfu, the capital of all the Ionian islands, is under a 
olerable degree of cuhivation. Trees abound, giving the whole a cheerful, 
nvi ting appearance. Olives and fruits are produced in immense abundance, 
.nd sold ridiculously cheap. Fisii, including snails, squid, and other little 
nonsters of the deep never eaten in our country, are plenty, and the scale 
.eb, excellent in all respects, were purchased for a mere trifle. Vegetables, 
Ml, of many varieties, line the street sides. Spm^of the public edifices-^ 
le palace of the Lord High Commissioner» tlie parliament house, kc, — 
nd some of the private residences, are quite comfortable, but far from be* 
irr imposing. Some of the best of them are on one side of a public square, 
Dunded in one direction by the pabice, and in nnoiher by the citadel, 
'hese Ionian islands constitute an independent f^^ovcrnment in theory, but 
•e actually a dependence on the British govtriiinent. They are Greeks, 
ho elect their own representatives and make their own laws, but if these 
J not happen to suit the policy of the English court, they are vetoed by 
>e Commissioner. He is appointed by the English crown, by consent of 
e continental powers-Hin old bargain of some years standiug-Hind is 
ally a guardian who watches over the deliberations of the assembly, and 
impels the people to do just as he directs. The garrisons are filled with 
-ftish soldiers, for which the Greek? pay good sabiries, as they are also 
iiged to do in respect to the great functionary, the Commissioner. Bat 
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Engliih sorreSlaoee hts given ehancCer and a certain degree of prosperity 
to the people. It is essentially a Britiah colooj. All the ^ flags of the 
Aastrian steamer on which 1 made the voyage were at half-mast aa ween* 
tared Corfu. Presuming some distinguished personage was lying deaJ, 
mv surprise was prcat on beinpf informed it was because it was Good 
Friday. All llie Greek, and one Koman Catholic church, had a eraod 
show of liij^hted candles, and the inuliiuides were pushing on to ki<> pic- 
lures and prostrate themselves undtr a large canopy, with silver legs, whick 
was to be carried in procession on the following day. 

Business is nothing, and cannot increase under the miaeiable hea]& 
kws existing at Corfu. There might be commercial activity^ and a nfii 
exchange of commodities with other nationat but it seems the policy is t« 
keep ever^ body away who would contribute to the local prosperity of ik 
people. The coast of Albania is directly opposite — scarcely three miles 
distant, with its lofiy mountain peaks g^liiterin<T with ice and snow — y€i 
no person can go over to Corfu with a cabhage head for sale without beiof 
subjected to a quarantine of twenty-four hours ! The co^t of a ve5*(4'j 
riding out a quarantine would eat up the profits of a good cargo. Tm 
who down to the sea in ships " are warned to keep away from ife 
Ionian islands, if they would aare what they have. It was a faroe, indesi 
to ^e the Italiao doctor handle a bill of health firom Athens, with tongs! 

We were struck, while walking in the streets of Corfu, with the m- 
roense number of young lambs for sale — led ahont, carried in the nms, 
and borne on the shoulders of those who olfered them for sale. The next 
day, April 19lh, every head ol a family, we were told, who could possibly 
raise money enough to purchase one, would do so, and spnukiic the liotieA 
of his door with its blood, or rather make a cross with it. 

At sea, after leaving Corfu, we could see the sr^ow-capped mountaias of 
Dalmatia, and the rough outKaes <^ range after range, whicb indicated 
cold chills in their neighborhood ; yet on the deck of the steamer the weathei 
was quite comfortable. The ninnher of lani^uages spoken on board, SQckn 
Greek, Turkish, Italian, Spanish, Frenrli, German, English, and aevenl 
others, was truly extraordinary. In good time, at the termination of an 
uncommonly deliufhidil sail thronph the Adriatic, we arrived iti the plea- 
sant harbor of Trie&te, the principal port of the Austrian dominions. Two 
miserable fellows were kept on board, at the expense of the stcmmbcoi 
company, uii the way Irom Greece, to certify lo ilie condition of heaUa m 
board, and at the place of departure. Two florins would induce them u 
sign anything. He who bids the highest, in the opinion of travelieia, b 
these countries, commands the service. All the passports were first takea 
to the police, where they were probably accurately copiedi to the denciip- 
tion even of a wart on a traveller's nose. 

Trieste is a cleanly, \\ell paved and well watered linlc ci'.v, whost bu-n- 
ne?s would quadruple, were it not ior that barrier lo conuuercial aciiMty 
everywhere predominant in the Mediterranean — the quarantine. The pub- 
lic fountains are elegaiil in design, but unforlunaiely some of the statuary 
is shamefully mutilated. Of the public institutions, I could gather no io* 
formation worth communicating. People seem to live out of doora, aad 
in front of restorators, as they do in Paris. Every body sings or plays oa 
moaical instruments, and the city is therefore full of vivacity. A better 
market cannot be found ; and the peasant women, with their whife head- 
dresses and straight hanging petticoats, bound with red — and the yoani 
men in breeches, open at the knees, with high fur caps, and silver hoiioei 
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a stranger. 

By riding in a diligence and on a railronf!, two nights and one day and 
a half uninterruptedly, wo arrived at the capital of Austria, Vienna. Bel- 
*:ium has heretofore been considered hy me as the model agricultural coun- 
try ; but since travelling in the interior of Austria, I am obliged to say that 
the latter surpasses Belgium both in the economy and neatness that cha- 
racterize every nook and corner of the farming districts. A perfect air of 
cleanliness pervades the country. No fences mar the landscape. Cattle 
are invariably watched, while feeding, by children. Swine, goats and 
sheep are principally managed by a shepherd and dog. A passion exists 
for placing churches and chapels on the highest accessible mountain peaks, 
between Trieste and Vienna, which have a wonderfully fine efTect in the 
distance. About one hundred miles from the Adriatic, the forests are well 
grown, and have quite a New England appearance. Common farm houses 
ure thatched, and half of each one is a barn. They have none of the 
wretchedness that appertains to the peasantry of Ireland ; on the contrary, 
:onifort, plenty, cheerfulness, and praiseworthy industry, characterize the 
3utward appearance of all the rural portions of the empire yet eiamined. 
Much attention is bestowed upon the cultivation of fruit trees, and the 
;)lanting of groves of pine and other wood for timber. I am sorry to say 
:herG is one serious drawback to this apparently happy condition of the 
'armers. The females labor out of doors precisely as the men do, and par- 
icipate in all the hardships and drudgery incident to a thorough tillage. 
They carry brick, mix mortar and carry it in lubs on their heads to the 
ops of high buildings, saw wood at the doors of people, and young girls 
lie frequently seen cUtching and shovelling gravel in the company of coarse, 
ruigsr men, who seem never to spare a low joke out of respect to ihem. 
This is demoralizing in the extreme — but is no worse here than in many 
»f the European countries which have the reputation of being in a high 
itate of civilization. 



Animal Magnetism. — ^^Ve supposed the day had passed by wlien "ani- 
nal magnetism" would receive any special ailention from men of sci- 
ace. But it seems we were mistaken Hi our supposition ; for at tfiis very 
ime there lies before us a neat volume of 3S4 pages, fresh from the 
mbiishing houae of Blaochard U Lea, Philadelphia, entitled "Letters to 
, Candid' Inquirer on Animal Magnetism. By Wm. Gregory, M.D., &c., 
*f Edinburgh." We confess that a " candid " inquiry, or, at the most, a 
borough examination of the subject, has never been made by us, for wa 
ould never feel justified in the expenditure of the time that would neres- 
nrily be required in such invesligntion ; w'wh the belief, also, that were the 
zicitce perfectly and satisfactorily demonislrated. it would be UJiaiterideil with 
ny great benefit to ihe human family. There ctui be no doubf that many 
Lrang"e and unaccoun table phenomena have occurred, during the experi- 
ments that have been made by eminent men, on those persons who are sus* 
cptible to impresmm; yet we never have been fully convinced, at any ex« 
ibition which we have attended, that there was no collusion between the 
peraior and his subject These letters of Dr. Gregory are certainly 
rrittien in a careful manner, evincing a mind that has been well cultivated, 
od one fan!ili:ir with the subject upon which be treats; and uo fh^refore 
>coniniend them to the coiisideration of the proiession and the public ge* 
eraiiy. 
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Taking Blood in Diseases, — A pamphlet has beeo received hoat New 

YorV, upon the title page of which is found the following bold assamption— 
"The practice of takini^; blool in diseases contrary to commoa sense, to 
g"eneral experience, to eniigiiiened reason, and to the nmnilest Jaws of tbe 
divine providence." 'This pamphlet contains the petition of a Dr. Wra. 
Turner, of New York city, to the legislature of iiis State, praying tiiai [iUj 
to enact a law, malciog it a penal o&nee for aoy one to aae the lancet far 
the abstrnetion of bloixl in aiaeaaes ; also some newspaper DOtices of the 
tame, and ending with extracts from Dr, Samuel Dickson's paper on the 
''fallacies of the faculty." Before we received this pamphlet* mentioa 
was made, in the miscellaneous department of the Journal, that Dr. T. bad 
applied to the legisslature for the purpose mentioned, and we supposed ih-: 
man to be either insiuie, or most decidedly anxious to become nf>?oriou? 
about something-; and we are inclined to believe, after pcfu;>Hig this docu- 
ment, that we were not far out oi ilie way. The argument of this "ciir*>* 
no-thermal practitioner " against a proper use of the lancet is faUacio<z», 
and if he is not better aoqaainted with pathology than he appears to be is 
this pamphlet, we should say he had no right to use such poiaol remedie 
as arsenic, mercurials, ftc, which he recommenda. 



Cattleton Medical College. — At the close of (he spring course of lectaio^ 
in this institntion, on the IQlk inst., the degree of Doexor of Medicine wm 

conferred upon thirty-five gentlemen, who had passed a creditable. e!cami- 
nation by ^he Faculty and Board of Djleirates of the Vermont Suite ^[e- 
dical Society. The occasion was enlivened by the music of an exceUeot 
band, and the graduates and citizens assembled were agreeably eiitertait^ 
by an address from Adrian Theodore Woodward, M.D., of Whiiebail, N.Y. 
As a consequence of the present easy access of this coll^ei from all peiiWi 
by railroads, and the increasing advantages which it ofiers to stodents, tht 
late session has received an increase of patronage flattering to iia lee^en 
and friends. 



Mechanism of Jenny Lindas Voice. — The following interestinfj article €5 
the mechanism of Jenny Lind's voice, is lakeii from a late English jour- 
nal. We fully agree with the writer as to the remarkabie power of ha 
voice, and her wonderful skill in nuinaging it. 

The voice oi this great caniatrUe is one of those wonderful natural gif«i 
which Fkovidence occasionally vouchaafes to a favorite mortal. Jeuy 
Lind possesses what may be termed a dambU eoioe, the natural Toice iroai 
grave to the acute, a range over three ocuives ; and she has the power aad 
faculty of producing a recurrent^ or backward voice, into the lungs, opsa 
the upper and lower notes in singing, which is purely veniriloquous, of 
which faculty her 'echo ' sowi is a perfect illustration. Tlius she is ahk 
to control her voice upon ilit most difficult vibrations of the vocal chords, 
to be perfect in her iniervnir,, imd, which renders her so surprising- in tht 
perfection of her intonaiiuns, liiat they ring upon the ear with an etieci 
a charm so indescribable and puzsling to the hearer. 

The peculiarity of this ventriloquons power, and the wonderlal part sf 
her vocalization is, that her organization enables her to use those recorrest 
sounds, the same as a person whistling executes sounds by the rec ar r e nt 
action or drawing in the breath while inspiring. This faculty Jenny Liod 
controls and manages with an ease, a grace, and with such masterly arti^ 
tic skill, as almost lo dely deleciioa by the most refined and criikki eai. 
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By thi? recurrent or ventriloqnial nction she has the command of the epi- 
^jloiiis aud its parts (tlic valve closing th^ laryngeal clmntf>cr when in the 
act of swnllowin.sr,) vihratiiis? plaies, similar to the plates forming the 
bronchial fissure of the larynx which I have stated is the natural passage 
for the air forming the voice. 

In addition to the command over her vocal facaltie8,the sings from the 
larynx, while ehe throws the Tocal force from the luof^s and diaphragm, 
giving to it the strength, the fulness, the roundness, and the steadiness and 
endurance of the grave^ or *'cheet voice." By this immensity of vocal 
power, hy the contraction and diminution of the vocal chamber, she is en- 
abled to trill and revel high in alto, without any detection from her h^^arers 
of any stop, or of any change in her voice. Thus her intonations and mo- 
dulations by this peculiar orgnnizaiion, are rendered perfect, and her upper 
and lower notes are given wiiti an inflexibility and softness of whi<-h her 
dying away "echo'* tone is a practical illustration; as are also each ca- 
denza, run,*' ** shake " and " trill," made upon her tonea with a decision, 
flexibility, purity and correctness that are only surpassed by the delicate 
yet ma^^nl&ent swell and chaste dimijiuendo of her middle and lower tones, 
which has established that indescribable peculiarity" in her voice, and 
f?mphalically secured to her tho enphonious title of " the Nightingale." 
Nor are these all. In her trillmg' notes she has the faculty of using the 
iccessory recurrent notes. It is our opinion, that the exercising of these 
lotcs and this ventriloquous faculty, by overtasking her powers, lost to 
Jenny Lind her voice for a period. These accessory notes, although dis- 
iimilar, are rendered artistically correct, and at once strike the mind, 
twaken attention and wonderment, ^th as to the cause and their execution.** 

T/tc Neir Poitage Laio.— The nt^xi ami succeeding numbers ot ihis Journal will be sent out sub^ 
<rt to the rci^iiatioM of tlw mm pettnge law. As uodnr this hw Ite pneMnl dblioeiion betWMtt 
leriodiral ami newipap«T postage is roniinued, it may bf neceft<iary to repeat, what we have !»o 
>Aeii »ai(l, tlint the wot-kly issue of this Jnomal should be subject to newspaper poslaee. To the 
easoiM whirl) formerly oxistcil for thus clausing it, WW added, during the last year, the derision, 
)y the P. M. General, that the African Rep<><iiinry, a monthly 8vo. periodical isMied at Washing- 
on, and stitched in a cover, was, according to ibe meaning of the law, a newspaper. We tielieva 
here is not a deputy post-master in the country who can lic^ilalc, having before him that periodical 
imi oun, aiKl the deeiakm •Uuded to, m to wtiat postage to charge on our wwklv ilieela. Witb ihis 
OKfenlandJiig. the weekly nnmlierf oftlw JoutiibI will go free by mail tn Somlk fomty; widiia 
iO mile-s orironton, at 5 ceuls por quari* r , I t iw^ i n .50 and 300 miles, al 10 rls. |ht quarler ; 1k;- 
weea 300 and 1000 mihsu at lo cU. per quarter j bciweeo 1000 and 2000 miles, at "iO cts. per quar* 
or* On iheMonfbly Pant.oiidorflOOmilet, 1 f«nl m o«iiiee; between 500 mU IflQO inileeiSc«t.i 
leiwcen 1500 ai I 'vx) miie^ 9 cenle— widi a dednelion of one hdr tlmn latter cheiges on pay- 

iieni quarterly in advaiirc. 

Stifo/i DiMtrict Medical S?ociety — Subject for discu^sion at the meeting on i^aturday eve- 
ling, June 38tb (instead of Wednesday, as inadvertently stated last week), '* The Treatment of 
be Convolsioat of Childien." 



M*RiiiKf»,^In Mount Wdeome, N.C , April 90ih. Dr. C. L. Hunter, of Lincoln county, N. 

1 I\Irs<s Catharine F. Lyman, of Amlu-rsl, Tn T,rlrp;i, r, v. , Jtitip ICth, Dr. \V'm. If. 

Irown ut Bangor. Me., to Mi<i< .Ami Kli/.a N\ ootlrnrk, <lau;ihi«T <«( John W oodcock, Ksq. — In 
lis citv. Dr. D. I'. Franris. «.f N Lo I'lori, Ci., ii» .Mis-« Naacy \V. I'lukham, of Boston. — June 12, 
\ r < f r'aricr, of Boflii^ton, i., to Lieiio deugbier of the late ThooM F. Lewie, 

f H.iiliniore. 



Urathi in liotU*H—fot the week eiicliug 8atorday noon, June 21, 74.— Males, 36<->f«>Hialeii, 39* 
iccidenial, 3— apoplexy,!— inlfammeffcHi of boweln, 1— eonsumf tion, 1 8— eoovolswn*, t^oHe, 1 
-croup, - — rlial»cti*s, I — ilro^vv , !_<iroi»sy of ih»' brain, 'S— drowni'd, 2— ♦■ry>ipela«, 3— ivpHus fp- 
or,l— tyfihoid fever, 1— scarlci fever, 1— luo^ fever, 2— brain fever. 2— gangrene, I— asease of 
eart, t— -tolnntile, 8>-diMnM of the liver, t-Hnftunmntion of the lunp, S^mam^mttf, t— oM ace, 
—pleurisy, 1— dbetfn of wgkiit, I— leetbing, I— dtociMM of ihroet, l<-4ttaMr, 2— inikoown, f— > 
rorms, I. 

Under A veetm, ft— between S nnd fO 3reen. If— tietween ID end 40 years, 17— between 40 
nd r/) yf>nr<i. 13 — over HO vmrs. ."^ Americans, ^1 ; foreifnere ud children of Ibie^goeni 49b 
Tbe above includes 10 deaths at ttie Uitjr lostitutious. 
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Special Committees of I hr Amrrimn Med. Association, — Bach ChairmaA 
selects two associates — rt'inirts [n he in:i(le next May. 

1st. Dr. F. Condie, Piiiladelpiuu, Chairman of the Coimuiitee oo the 
causes of the Tubercular Diathesis. 

2d. Dr. S. H. Dickson, of CharlestoDf S. C* od the UendiDg and oee- 
version of the Types of Fever. 

3d. Dr. James Jones,, of New Orleane, on the mutual telatkme of Tel* 
low and Bilious Remittent Fevers. 

4ih. Dr. John B. Johnson, of St. Louis, Mo., on Epidemic Erysipelas. 
5ih. Dr. Charles D. Me ig^s, of Philadelphia — ^Acule aiMl Chrooic Di** 
eases of the Neck of the Uterus. 

6th. Dr. J. P. Jervey, of S. C, on Denfjue. 
7Lii. Dr. Daiiiei Drake, of Cincinnati — Milk Sickness, so calkd. 
8th. Dr. Lopez* of Mobile, Ala. — Epidemic Prevalence of Tetanae. 
9th. Dr. Geo. B. Wood, of Philadelphia, on Diseases of Plarasitic Origia. 
10th. Dr. R. D. Arnold, of Savannah, Qeo,, on the Physiological 
culiarilicf? and Diseases of Negroes. 

11th. Dr. Horatio Adams* of Waltham, Mass., on the Action of Water 
on Lead Pipes, and the Difseases which proceed from it. 

12th. Dr Jos. Carson, of Philadelphia, on the Alkaloids which ma; be 
substituted for Qui n in. 

I3ih. Dr. Geo. Hay ward, of Boston, Mass., on the Ferinaneni Cure of 
Reducible Hernia. 

14th. Dr. S. D« Gross, of Lonisville, Ky., on Results of Surgical Ope- 
lations for the Relief of Bfali^nant Diseases* 

15th. Dr. James R. Wood. New York— ^Statistics of the Opemtionftr 
the Removal of Stone in the Bladder. 

IGiii. Dr. C. A. Pope, St. Louis, Mo. — Water, its topirril uses in Surgerr. 
17th. Dr. Alex. H. Stevens, New York-— Sanitary Prmciples apphcaye 
to the Construction of Dwellings. 

18. Dr. Forcher, Charleston, S. C— Toxicological and Medicioal Pr«>- 
perlies of our Crvptoganiic Plants. 

19ib. Dr. 6. flmerson, Philadelphia — ^Agency of the Refrigeiation pn> 
dnced through upward Radiation of Heat, as an exciting cause of disessr. 

20th. Dr. Worth ington Hooker, Connecticut, on the Epidemics of Nee 
England and New York. 

21st. Dr. John L. Atlcc, of Lancaster, Penn., on the Epidemics of New 
Jersey, PGnnsvU'nnin, Di'lawnro and Maryland. 

22d. Dr. Robert W. Haxall, Richmond, Va., on the Epidemics of W 
ginia and North Carolina. 

23d. Dr. Wm. M. Doling, INIontgomtry, Ala., on the Kpidemici bi 
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida and Alabama. 

24th, Dr. Ed. H. Barton, Louisiana, on the Epidemics of Miasissij^f 
Louisiana, Texns and Arkansas. 

25th. Dr. Sutton, Georgetown, Ky., on the Epidemics of Tennesce 
and Kentucky. 

26th. Dr. Thos. Reyburn, Missouri, on the Epidemics of Missouri, Dii- 

nois, Iowa and Wisconsin. 

27ih. Dr. Geo. Medenhall, Ohio, on the Epidemics of Ohio, Indiana a^^i 

Michigan. 

The following gentlemen were appointed on the Committee for Vuluntpf* 
Communications, viz. Drs. G. Hay ward, J. B. S. Jackson, D. H. Siow. 
J. Bigelow, of Boston ; and Dr. Usher Parsons, of Providenco^ R. L 
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CASE OF DOUBLE OVARIAN DROPSY— BOTH OVARIES SUCCBSfik 
FULLY KEMUVtl) BY THE LARGE PERITONEAL SECTION. 

BT X. R. PBASLKS, A.K., M.D., PEOFESSOR OF 8UB0BRT IN THE MSDICAi; ICBOOL 

OF MAWS. 

[We copy the followbg lepoit of this exceedmgly Inlefpstin^ case 
iroiii the last number of the Americaa Jounial m Medical Sciences. 
The case, in itself remarkable, acquires to ti8 the more importance, from 
being the first instance in which this operation, by the large perito- 
neal section, has been successfully perforni(;d in New England* We 
(^uoie the case in full, to the exclusion of other matter, and not exactly 
lo accordance with our established rule in such cases, believing that it 
H'ould thus be mom acceptable to the surgical reader, and that a complete 
re}X)rt of it should be placed on record in our Journal. In its pcarusal 
three things are prominently noticed : — the exact diagnosis — the eom- 
uktcncss of the operation — and the philosophical and satisfactor}^ ex- 
planation of the conditions and symptoms observed in the course of tlic 
iisease ; to which mav he added the marked modesty of t!ie niuboi in 
he recital. We recommead k as a model for reports ia medicai and 
uirgical practice. — Ed,] 

Miss Sarah N. 6 , of West Claremont, N. H., mU 25, black 

lair and eyes, delicate development, but not fragile-Hi yoong lady of 
ntellect and refinement — first cousulted me on the 6th of Sept., 1850. 
$he had first discovered a tumor extending halfway from the symphysis 
wbis to the umbilksus, and precisely on the middle line, in June, 1849, 
)r about fifteen months ago. It was then, perhaps, three inches in dia- 
neter, very movable, and apparently of a spherical figure. Its size be- 
'ame doubled, she thinks, within six months afterwards, and has been 
ttill more rapidly increasing since. It has never been painful at all, 
tor tender on pressure up to the present time. A disagreeable sensa- 
ion of ten$wn alone has been felt, and this only ibr the last few months* 
^he has never, at any former period, had any pain in either iliac or in- 
;uinal region ; nor any other symptom of inflammation, or even irriia- 
ion, of either ovary. Menstruation has been regular to the present 
ime ; and there has never been any leucorrhocnl discharge. Nor has 
here hnen anv deranL';ement of the stomach or bowels till since she 
:omiQeoced the use ol drastic cathartics ; and her present emaciationy 

22 
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weakness, palloi and loss of appetite, she attributes mainly to them. 
During the last few months, shu has, iti addiiiuH lo hydragogue ca- 
thartics, made trial of diuretics and iodine ointment — but with no per- 
ceptible benefit. Her appetite is still poor, though all medicatioD )m 
been suspended ibr two or three weeks. She is not jet troiibled 
either dyspnoea or oaitsea from the presBure of the tunor.* 

As several distinguished physicians had been either doubdbl or iocflF' 
rect in their diagnosis of Miss G.'s case, I rinll be the more easGdtii 
' regard to the exammation made to establish itp^-the general conajtioarf 
thepadent having been already indicated. 

Tiie abdomen is very prominent ; its circumfeienoe being tUity-aae 
inches above the hips, and fixtr-one around and across diem. The a* 
largement is regular, except uwt the left side, fiom the spine tolfe 
linea alba, measures three quartets of an inch more than the right. It 
rises to within two inches of the ensiform cartilage, and fluctiiatioD is^ 
tectable in every part of it. The abdominal walls are very tense, vd 
not yet at all pendulous. The skin even is so tense as not to aUovcf 
any motioa. No tympanitic sound is elicited by percussion, except onr 
the epigastrium ; and whether the patient is sitting, standing or lying a 
varied positions, no apparent e^t is produced on the fluctuatkn, tks 
sound on percussion, nor the position of the enlargement itself. 

A tumor is felt, per vairinam, in the reirion of thn Ipft ovarj'. aroufri 
which (and also obscurely ivithin it) fluctuation is apparent on perceiv- 
ing the abdomen exteraally ; though, as a whole, it apppnr^ lobulatd 
and quite resistant. The finger can reach only a portion ot it^ peiiu^s 
as lar^e as a hen's egg. 

This tumor is also felt per reciiun, and mo^t extensively to the left of 
the uterus ; the latter being slightly retro verted, but not inclined D 
either side. Tliis aspect of the tumor seemed entirely solid, and not 
manifesting the least fluctuaiion. It can be slightly elevated on the f"? 
of the finger; luii whether from the yielding of Uie aiiachmenLs, u S 
its walls, L cannot detennine. 

Diagnosis. — An ovarian tumor, probably originating fixxn the kft 
side ; the fluid being contained in a large sac constituting the greaw 
part of the tumor ; and the more solid portion, felt per tMi^fmaa^ h&s^i 
a mass of smaller sacs connected with the latter, and contaming each » 
small a quantity of fluid as to admit of on)^ an obscure fluctuation. 

Advised that the patient be tapped without delay, with a view is 
ascertain whether the fluid was fmncipally contained in a siDgle 
sac, as appeared to be the case— how large the solid part of the tnmr 
might be ; whether the diseased mass had become adherent to the soi- 
roundbg parts and organs ; and all other facts bearing on the qwcstka 
of i^moval of the mass by the large peritoneal sectioo^this opefanoa 
having been previously suggested and explained to the patient befcre ^ 
consulted me. 

Sept. 11th (five days afterwards), Dr. E. E. Phelps, of Windsor* Vu 
tapped the patient, and obtained 26 lbs. of a tliick fiuid of a hcown cohr 
(speciBc gravity 10S6), with flakes floating in it so large as to obstnic: t 
canula of the common siae. . An apparently solid tumor at oooe becam 
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prominent on the left side of the abdomeo, seven and a half kicbes in its 
irertical dimensions, and lour inches in its transverse at its upper part, by 
i?e inches at the lower. It seemed perfectly movable, and non-adherent 

0 any contiguous part. 

The patient was at once relieved. She came down stairs the moming 
ifter. Her appetite at once returned ; the kidneys began immediately to 
ict copiously, and so continued for a week. Still, Dr. PhelpS ibuod, on 
lie 15th, that the sac was rapidly filhng again. 

I again saw tiie paiieni on the llth, six days after the tappinrr, with 
")r. S. G. Jarvis, her aiiendiiig physician, and Dr. Phelps. She had sat 
tp all day as well as } ('sterday, and appeared mtirh 1m iter in counte- 
lance than when 1 saw her on the 6th; but a large (quantity of fluid had 
ccumulated since the lllh. 

Kiamimtion. — Abdomen quite lax, and fluctuation everywhere ap- 
larent, except in the left lumbar region, and thence fonvards to a line 
roni the seventh leit costal (\niilnLfe to the anterior superior spinous pro- 
ess of the ilium. No tynijianiuc soiuid on percussion, except over the 
pper part of the ascending and right half of liie transverse colon ; 
lough, while the patient sits erect, it extends across the epigastrium, 
circumference to-day, above the hips, whUe erect,Js thirty-three inches ; 
round the hips, thirty-6ve incbes. Distance across, from one aiuerior 
jperior spinous process to the other, thirteen and a half inches. 

The solid tumor, so prominent immediately after the tapping, b far less 
> now. It is Ibund to extend from the level of the left crista ilii to 
le cartikge of the seventh rib ; is not movable to any considerable ex- 
ant ; B not tender nor even sensitive to pressure, and presents a distinct 
levmtion on its anterior feee half as large as a hen*s egg, and about Ibur 
iches fiom the top ; j^robably a distinct sac full of fluid. Its position 
nearly vertical, and it can be traced downwards about seven inches, 
[g other dimensions appear the same as those given by Dr. Phelps on 
)e 1 1th ; but the accumulation of fluid since then tenders it more diffi- 
)lt to determine its size with accuracy. 

The skin of the abdomen b now movable in eveiy part, and there is no 
ndemess on pressure anywhere, except at two pouits, each about one 
id a half inches square, viz., just below the cartilage of the eighth 
b on the right side, and at the anterior extremity of the tenth rib on the 

ft side. This did not appear to be peritoneal tenderness. She has 
id no pain 5;incp the tajtpin'j; ; no nnplea«:nnt ^en'^ation, indeed, except 

tired feelini: of the abdominal mu-clt's. w liich, during the pa«;t year, 
le lias oftenliu)' s experienced. I, tlierefore, disrovpird no pnKDfs of 
?hesion of either tiie solid portion or the sac, now perhaps half filled 
ith fluid again. It was, however, poajiMc that the fattor mii^lu be ex- 
nsively adherent, either to tlie omentum majus, or tht^ iicritonoum of 
e abdominal wails, or both. I'lie mobihty of tlie solid |K)rtioii, after 
Piling, satisfied Dr. Phelps, at the time, that this part of the diseased 
ass could not be adherent. And no sign of peritoneal inflammation 
i«? hitherto existed to lead to the suspicion of adhesion from that cause, 
Llier prior, or subsequent, to llie taj)ping. And previous examinations 

en, whether external or Internal, have never produced pain at the time 
■ afterwards. 
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Per vftfrinaniy the finger feels to-day merely a tenseness in the regioo 
of the left ovar\% but nothing of the solid tuinor detected on th^ &a 
examination, eleven days ago. Nor can any fluctuation be detected is 
this direction from the vagina to-day. 

Per rectunii also, I can detect only the unyieldinfj band in the posi- 
tion of the left ovary ; no fluctuation or tumor. The uterus is a !i«ie 
retroverted, but lies on tlu; middle line. It is not at all tender. It cin 
be displaced a luiit lo the left, but not towards the right side. 

I'he uterine sound entered the uterus two and a quarter inches, followic- 
the middle line also ; but the uterus could not be moved peiceptibij 
upon it. It produced no pain. 

On passing a soUnd bto the bladder, it also followed the oonnal dim* 
tioD, and could be passed fieely in all directions wichia that oi^d. 

Alt the changes which could be made in the position of the eo1sI«^ 
ment produced no appreciable efiect upon the position either of the 
nis or the bladder, while they were respectively 'sounded. 

All the preceding facts were thought to be consistent wiA the dii0M>' 
m given on the 6th ; the evacuation of the fluid by paracentesis hsic! 
allowed the solid portion to rise higher in and above the pelvis, into tb? 
lower part of which it had before been pressed, by the greater 
in the large sac attached to it — this elevation of the tumor also ploda^ 
ing the tense state of the left broad ligament just alluded to. 

1 therelbro told Miss G. that, so far as positive signs were coDceimd. 
her case appeared at least as favorable ibr the operation of extirpadoi 
by the laroje section, as several of the cases reported in which it had bees 
performed ; that 1 did not assume that it was ever justifiable, but, if ». 
It would be so in the present case, so far as I rould discover any inifica- 
tions to the contrary ; that I did not, however, adn'se the operatioc. 
since it mioht prove fatal, even though the disease was succes^ftilfv 
moved ; and on the other hand this mis^ht, on openini^ tho abdcMikn, 
be found impossihle. in which case she could, of ronrse, derive do ad- 
vantage from tlie operation, and might even lose her life in conse<]iieDCc 
of it. 

She replied that she had resolved to have the operation perforrr-J 
if there was any possibility of its succeeding ; certainly, if there 
one chance in eight for her to live through and recover froin it, in(3e- 
pendently of the chance of removing the disease ; that she well kisev 
all the risk, and wisht-d tu incur it. She had before said she had i» 
desire to live as at present, and had calmly contemplated all die conse- 
quences of her decbion. 

At her soIicitatioD, with the request of Drs. Phelps and Jarvis, I tber^ 
fore engaged to perfbrm the operation on the Saturday following. Sbp 
seemed much rdieved by my decision, and replied, " 1 shaU long <p 
have the day arrive." 

Thursdajr evening, Sept* 19th— To take a iiee dose of easlor oil, ni 
only fluid md afterwards. To keep quiet also, especially on Satnidvr 
-*-the operatbD to be perlbnned at 3} P. M. of that day. 

Saturday, 2l8t. Tne fluid has so far accumulated, duiing the ptt 
four days, that it is now difficult to find die solid part of the 
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Tiass at .ill. The tenderness at the two points sporifiod on the 17th i<? now 
somewhat increased, and I discover a disfirK t ■ Trie lion feehn^^ ' not 
lefore existing over ihein — mentioned at the time as a proof that acU 
aesions of the mass had formed since my last examination. 

Operation, 3 J P. iV/.— The patient was placed u()on a table, witli the 
eet towards a window, and restinof on a chair, the head and shoulders 
jeing elevated upon pillows plac«'d upon an inclined plane, and sup- 
ported by an assistant. She liad previously evarunted the bladder: the 
:)ubes had been shaven so far as would be implit ukd by the incision ; 
1 sheet applied around ilie pelvis, and a line drawn with a lead pencil, to 
ndicate the precise position of the incision, horn a point two inches above 
:he umbilicus, and one half inch to the left of tlie linea alba, down to 
■Jie symphysis pubis. The temperature of the room had been raised to 
30^ Fabr., and was to be kept at this point for the 6rst few days — the 
lir alao to be kept damp during the opt;ratioD by tlie coustaot evapora- 
:ion of wateri 

Drs. Jarvis and Tolles, of Claremont ; Drs* Phelps and Clark, of 
Windsor ; Dr. Comings, of Plainfield, and Mesivs. D. S* Conant and 
K, T« Fitch (two of my medical pupils), assisted me. 

Anesthesia was induced, in about six minutes, by a mixture of pure 
iulph. ether (twelve parts) and chkMofonn (one part), and the opera- 
ion was commenced at ten minutes before 4 o'clock. 

On dividing the skin and superficial fascia upon the Ime marked as 
ibove — it being nine inehes in lenc^th^I found, contrary to my expec* 
ration, that the latter, together with tlie adipose deposit in it, was at 
east one and a quarter inch thick, for an extent of four inches below 
he umbilicus ; which caused no little subsequent difficulty in closing 
be. wound. Next, the abdominal aponeurosis was cautiously divided for 
lalf an inch, at a point three inches below the umbilicus, with the in- 
ention of falling directly upon the Hnea alba, and between the recti 
nuscles. But the deviation of the linea alba to the left side \)e\ng still 
rreater than I had calculated, my inci*=;ion wn'^ found to have penetrated 
he shertth of one of the recti. Hv the introduction of a probe, it was 
It once asc< riaincd to be the right rectus whicii I had. reached, and 
ust at its inner edge ; and thus the precise position of the linea alba was 
ndicated. 

After all external lieniorrhage had ceased (not over g j.), 1 carefully 
llvided the linea alba for about six inches. In doing this, a small ar- 
ery in the edi^e of the leii rectus was severed ; but the conlac t ol the 
lir at once slopped the bleeding. I now expected to see the fascia 
ransversalis and peritoneum ; since, in this operation,. they arc generally 
bund very much thickened. Bui m tins 1 was disappoiiUed. On di- 
viding, with the greatest care, the very tliin aponeurosis, I brought into ' 
fiew a dense white membruie, and of too sn[K)oth an aspect to be the 
sxtamal iuriaoe either of the fascia transTeiaalis or the pentoneum ; and 
irhich 1 concluded, after a brief examination, must be the sae itselC 
3at» as some doubt was expietsed an lo the corractncss of this opinion* 
[ eodeaforad by careful dissection to detach from it etther the fascia or 
he peritoneum, UDlii h became certain that the membrane in sight was 



Digrtized by Google 



434 



Que of Dwiik Ovarian Dropnf. 



the sac itself. Tn settling this question, however, at least tan mimites 
were lost. Moreover, a vein in the wlM of the sac was divided, which 
afTordfd almost al! of the blood lost during the opnaibn, and which 
amounted in all to not more than 5 x. The hemorrhage was arrested 
by applying a ligature to the vein, till the sac should be removed. In 
detnc liing the vein for this purpose, the sac was divided conipletely 
throuLrh, and a small quantity of the characteristic contenij, t-^aped. 

Anti at tliis conjuncture, still another cause of delay occu^^e^d. The 
patient, hitherio perfectly quiescent, now began to make vioh^nl effom 
to vomit; and supposinj^ the anaesthetic might possibly produce th^ 
effect, it was at once withdrawn, iind not afterwards adininistertd daring 
the operation. Still the retching continued ; and during this time 1 
could only sustain the abdomen with both hands^ and keep the internal 
organs from protruding as effectually as I might. About fifteen minutes 
were lost in this way. During these violent efforts, the incision gaped 
80 as to assiHne an elliptical form ; the sac 6tling up the' ellipse, except 
when a loop of intestine or a portion of omentum made its appearance. 
These were, however, always replaced with ease, during all stages d 
the opeiation. 

When the retching had ceased, I introduced the hand to ascertam if 
the sac were anywhm adherent — ^intending, if it were so exteoaivelj at- 
tached as to render it improper to remove it, to adopt the raethod finl 
suggested, I think, by rrof. Rtomier, viz., (o evacuate the cotiteati 
tlirough a small opening, and attempt to produce adhesion of its antericr 
surface to the abdominal walls. But to my great satisfaction I ibuad 
the mass was nowhere adherent except at the points mentioned befiae 
I commenced the operation, over which the fnction feeling was so 
distinct. Here the adheaons covered, on each side, a sur&M^e about two 
inches square. 

The contents of the sac were next evacuated, through a large incisioo, 
into a bucket, and amounted to twenty-two pounds of fluid, like that ob- 
tained by Dr. Phelps ten dnvs brfore. The incision tlirough the abdo- 
minal nponeurnsis was now enlavL^ed to correspond with lhat in the skio; 
and tlin sac being now collapsed, the adhesions were easily broken u|> 
by tlie lin;(ers ; and before removing the hand, I left ever}' part free dowa 
to the pedicle, which was very broad and firm, and attached to the kit 
side of the uterus, as was expected. 

The more solid part of tlie mass is now^ seen to he an aggregation of 
smaller sacs of various sizes, from lhat of a pea upwards. The two 
largest were punctured with a trocar, and at least a pou[id of fluid es- 
caped. The whole mass was then lifted out of ihn ubdominal cavity, 
and held by assistants, while 1 passed a double ligature of six ihir-jdsof 
saddler's silk, "not twisted, but well waxed," as Dr. Atlee advise?: 
and cutting out the needle, tied each portbn around one half of the 
pedicle. The latter was six inches wide and half an inch thick ; ex- 
cept one inch in the middle, where the two layere of peritoneum in the 
hroad^ ligament appeared in their natural relation. On the outer side 
of this thin portion were an artery (nearly as large as the radial) and a 
vein, and a quantity of areolar tissue ; on the inside, the Fallopian tube, 
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and a still larger artery and vein, with a quantity of areolar tissue sup- 
porting them. The pedicle was divided obliquely ujiwriids, and to 
both the right mtd hfi^ from a point a quarter of an inch above where 
the ligature passed tlirougb, to within a quarter of ao inch of tiie dis- 
eased mass. 

On making a carLtul cxununation of all the parts and organs brought 
into view, preparatory to closing the inci^iiun, 1 discovered that a sac of 
the size of a pullet's egg was developed in the right ovary also ; and 
that the whole organ was otherwise diseased. Accordingly, a double 
ligature (of two threads oaly) was passed through the IhduI lig^meDty 
and the imatning ovary was likewise removed. 

The bladder was coanpletely collapsed ; the uterus perfecdy smooth 
and healthy. The btesttnes were also in every part collapsed, and, 
therelbre, now gave not the least trouble from protrusion. The parts 
exposed to the action of the air assumed a somewhat dusky hue ; espe- 
< ially the uterus and bladder, which were of necessity longest exposed. 
The omentum was now .carefully replaced ; the operatbn, inclusive of 
the delays above specified, having occupied fifty-five minutes. 

Ganng the Incision, — The edses were accurately brought together, 
and retained thus, by five long and stout needles, equidistant from each 
other, and consequently one inch and a half apart, and which punctured 
all the layers but the peritoneum. The insertion of the needles was a 
difficult matter, for reasons hereafter to be specified. The four ligatures 
were brought out through the incision at the nearest point, this being 
between the lowest two needles. No tent of any kind was used. The 
skin would not meet for some inches in the middle portion of the incision, 
on accouiU of the pressure of the parts undniK ath from the ncodlcg ; 
and was drawn tof^cthrr hy points of snture an inch apart, penetrat- 
ing it alone. Ligatures were applied around the needles in the usual 
way. 

The incision, being thus brought together, formed a prominent ridge 
of the same lenc^th, and four inches wide ; there being on each side of 
it a deep depression, from the empty state of the ahmentary canal, and 
the collnji^ed stale of the hitherto disK iKifcl abdominal walls. Strips of 
adhcbivc'- phistcf were applied across this betsveen the needles ; and a com- 
press dipped in warm water, over which a dry one and a piece oi oiled 
silk were placed, completed the dressing j and tiie patieut was placed 
m bed at twenty-five minutes before six. 

She is now (fifteen minutes before 6) much exhausted, having suffered 
much from the mtroduction of the needles, as well as from the operar 
tion. Is deadly pale, and still very sick at the stomach. Pulse 70* 
very weak ; respiration 18. Warm blankets are applied, and a little 
brandy and water are ^ven, and a few drops of a<{. ammonis, at inteiw 
vals. On inquiring w£»tber ^e still hoped to rally and do well, she re* 
plied, I have not a doubt of it, sir." 

She was now attended constantly, fiir the ibilowing nine days, by 
three of my medical pupils, in turn : viz., Messn. Conant, Fitch, and 
T. W. Wadsworth, who, during that time, kept an houriy record of her 
eonditioo. From this, I extract the aooount which fcUowa bdbw. The 
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temperature of the room is to be kept at 76^ to &P ; she is to take 
ammoois, &c., till re-actioo is aatahfiabed ; and forty drops of Mc 

lino's elixir of optunii to be then givmi. Notfamg but bmd-water far 
diet ; acidulated drinks ; not to speu akmd, nor to move witbost aani^ 
ance ; catbeterisni eveiy six boars ; and the wet compress to be lenevcd 
every three hours, or betbre it becomes dry* 

8 o'clock^ P. M. (two boors after opemtkm). Pidse 1 12» aoft. (H. 
B.**Her natura) puue is 90.) Respiration 21 ; eoonteonnce pale aai 
jcdd. A little chUly at intervals. Is very faint, a conmioii thmf m bar 
best health, when excited. Nausea still contmues ; has not vomUed. 

10 o^cIock. — Has been gradually rallying the past two hours. At 9^ 
look a litde wbe-wbey. Pulse now 113, foUer; lespiratioD 26. Us 
slept a few minutes. 

11 o'clock. — Re-action is now complete. Pulse 112, and full : re* 
spiration 24. Sickness and faintness nearly gone. Drew % iii. of ck«» 
concentrated urine. She has ^^not the least doubt " she will recorer. 
The sickness and feintoess recurred to some extent during the niebt : 
and her uneasy sensations weie relieved by changing her position aboai 
once an hour. She slept very quietly about three hours in ail. Vcnii- 
ed once ; § iv. healthy urine drawh at 5, A. M. 

Sunday, (\ \. !V1. — Patient wakes refrpslicH, saying she has rent- 
ed hf^ttpr than on some nights before the upt rntion." Pulse 1*20, fuli : 
respiration 24. (At 5 in the aft» rnoon of to-day, tlie pulse fell to 105.) 
Dr. .Tarvis took charge of the patient at 10, A. M.. and 1 did m'^ 
aj»ain sl^ her until Tuesday P. M. She has no marked thirst uor hea 
of surface to-day. lyt\ss frequent chanfjes of position are neces>arT. 
Occasional faintness, and slijjht pain in the course of the incision. Dr. 
Jarvis drew off 5 'v- urine at noon, aiui 5 iv. more at 7 in tlie evenin?. 

Monday, 6, A. M. — Was somewhat cool at ii this moiiiing, but 
chill. Urine 5 iij. at *2, A. M. Has had a comfortable night ; bui hi^ 
slept only between two and three hours. Pulse now 112; respiratirn 
22. During the day, the fonner ranged between 109 and 11 1. At 
9, A. M., § viii. of urine ; 5 vj. more at 5, P. M. ; and g viij. aki 
at midnight. Tongue b moist, with a very thin white coat. Had a 
veie deep-seated pain in right Qiac rogk» at 9, A. M. ; at \% a staainr 
pain near the umbilicus ; Mh relicTed on change t£ portion. lbs t 
slight dnil headache most of the day ; aod darting abdomiiial pains ote 
recur. But she slept an hour beibie noon ; has no thirst ; no sweffisg 
or tenderness of abdomen ; sidn is moist and natural ; and, on tbe whole, 
has bad not an uncomfortable day. 

Tuesday, 6, A. M.-^ Wakes as finom a good night's rest, haFin^ skat 
three and a half hotirs in all. The pulse fell to 93 at 5 this mcmiini:. k 
BOW 104, mther weak. Unne | viij. drawn at 8, A. M. and at 2, P. M.: 
also at 10, P. M. Less pain in the bowels than yesterday. Patient slept 
half an hour at noon ; feels stronger; says she ^'cotdd sit up, if allowed 
to do so.'' I saw her this afternoon— seventy hours after the operatica. 
Pulse 112; respiration 23. It is a very warm day, and patient complsss 
of the heat. Dressed the wound anew. Skin already united wherevef 
an in perfect contact, tiese and thm a drop of pus acnyiid tk 
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sutnrps. No tenderness or swelling of abdomen. The catamcnia re- 
turned this evening, and continued three days. She has had a very 
comfortable day. Tongue sligbtl/ coated, and breath acid. To take 
an enema this evenini^. 

Wednesday morning. — Patient slept quietly from fovir and a half to6ve 
hours last night. Pulse fell to 86 at 4, A. M. ; is now (9, A. M.) 96, 
full. Urine § vij. at 6 this nioruing. At 11}, A. M. (eighty-6ve hours 
after the operation), she passed 5 viij. urine without aid, for the first 
time ; and needed no iiisu umental assistance afterwards — this secretion 
remaining normal during her recovery. Piiiient has had no cliill yet ; 
" feels belter than yesterday " ; countenance cheerful and animated, as 
though nothing unusual had happened. No effect from the enema. 
Castor oil, 5 ij., to be given at 52, A. M. 

Thursday momtng. — ^Patient thinks she slept about five hours last - 
night. ** Feels stronger." Pulse 86 ; respiration SSO. Changed cloth- 
ing and hed-clothes at 10, A. M., for first time since operatbn* 
_ I saw the patient at 3 o'clock, P. Pulse d2 ; dressed the inci- 
sion, and removed two of the five needles* The abdomen b now less 
concave on the sides of the ridge produced by the needles. Scarcely 
any suppuration. No tenderness or pain of abdomen* 

Friday morning.— Patient did not sleep at all last night, since the 
bowels have not been relieved by the oil, and a smarting where the 
needles were removed was felt most of the night. Ptdse 94 at 9, A, 
M. ; ranged from 63 to 104 during the day. Head feels pressed stilU 
Skin hotter to^ay ; less so after an bourns sleep from 2, P. M, 

Saturday morning (one week after operation). — Patient took sixty 
drops of McMunn's elixir at two doses last night, and slept about three 
hours in all. Pulse 84 ; respiration 22, at 9, A. M.| to-day ; having 
just waked from half an hour's sleep. 

I saw th«^ patient at 3, P. M., to-day ; changed all the dressings, and 
removed the three remaining needles. Skin firmly united, except at 
threes points wliere i!ie apposition had not hccn pprffrt. Very little 
:-U[>puralinn. Appetitf^ strong. A slight flatulent distension on ri'jlit 
side of abdomen. Toniziic slitjhtly yellow. To take 3 ij. more of cas- 
tor oil this evening, and thirty drops of McMunn's elixir. 
The record was hereafter made only once in three hourf?. 
Sunday. — Patient slept ai)out four hours in all last night. Is stronger 
than ycitcrday, and wishes to be[:in to help herself. Pul'^e at 3, P. M., 
is 90 ; res[)iration ^2-2. A large enenia secured the free upeiaiion of tlie 
Dil in ilie evening, and she slept all night " as well as she ever did." 

^Monday, 9, A. M. — l*uUe t)8 j resj^iration 18. Perfectly cuiufoi ta- 
ble in all respects. 

Messrs. Conant, Fitch and Wadsworth discontinued their attendance 

frora thb time. tTo be concluded next week.] 



Population of London. — At the completion of the lOtli century it is 
calculated !)y Mr. R. T. Popling that, at the present rate of increase — 
i .5 Id per cent, per annum^tbe population of London will be 4,81 6,062. 
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BLANCHED HAIR PEOH BDDDEN EMOTIONS 

(GonttdVteated fbr the Botlmi M«d. Md Surg, Joariml.] 

Upon enterinrr the ports nf the Pacific Ocean, a person is surprised witb 
the almost unilorrn blackness nnd iuxuriance of the liair of the natives. 

But instances are not rar*\ m which we see persons quite younj: with 
their hair blanched to a perfect whiteness, free from the creamy tinif 
that marks the change in temperate or other latitudes of the AilaDir 
coast, from the effect of age and other causes. With the native of the 
Pacific, the intermediate grade of gray, marking in our country' the ad- 
Vance of age, is scarcely known ; although, as with us, tiie hair of the 
aged is white — " not frosted o'er by the pasf^age of many w iiUei^ — a$ 
the transition is usually sudden, from the ellecLs of fear or great inmtal 
aiixu ty ; often changing from a raven black to a dead crispy white io 
a single nighi. 

The citizens of Europe and America, who have resided long ujion the 
Pacific coast, have remarked that their hair became subject to an eariv 
change in color, with an apparent increase of vitality, indicated h\ 
lapid growth and an oily gloss. Whenever, in the course of their bus- 
11083, wey were subject to sudden emotions, they observed, inuiiediatd[)r 
aAer, a great accession to the numbers of their gray hairs* 

As in our own country, the change of light hair is less rapid tfass 
dark, resembling the change of black with us. Still all grades of tcoi- 
peiament are subject to it, although they may diflfer m degree. In Sn 
Fiancisco, I have met with young men scarcely 30 years of age, vitfa 
* hair and beard blanched to an almost perfect whiteness. As an instaBce, 
I met a youn^ man, then on his way home, after having resided two 
years in the mming region. His hair was blanched to patriarclial white- 
ness, although he had not reached the completion of his tweoty-sbah 
year. His hair, when he first arrived in California, was of a gloflf 
black, luxuriant and free from disease. After having been subject i» 
die vicissitudes of mining life, for a year and a half, without gainbg 
gold faster than was required to supply his daily wants, he removed to 
the north fork of the Yuba river, high up, where his fortunes graduatty 
improved, until he was taken sick and obliged to remain in camp. Hs 
di^-ense was called, by the camp physician, bilioirs intemaittent, with 
pulmonary congestion. On the 5th of October, 1850, he raised in the 
forenoon some blood, and on the mum of the doctor ajid friends, at mid- 
day, from labor, it was thought advisable to bl* < d, and the ami was 
bandaged and the blood drawn upon the floor, beside liis bed. As be 
felt relieved, he advised his friends to return to their labor. When 
tliey left him, he had fallen asleep, ami (iid not a\viike until dusk. On 
openinjx his eyes, the first object that met his view was a hucre n:n7\j 
bear, liijipliii; lioiu the floor the blood which had been drawn fixna his 
aiiJi. ills fright was so great, in his then feeble stale, that he imine- 
diately fainted, and was lound apparently dead by his friends, who re- 
turned just as the bear left. After the application of such restoratives 
as the camp afforded, life was restored, but his faculties sufu red (or 
several days ; and on the morning succeeding the unpleasant vi^il c< 
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the bear, his hftir was (bund cbtnged to « perfect wlute, without one ve* 
maiiung of the origbal color to show the contndt* 

I will refer to another instance — thai of a young man about 83 
years old. He came from the mines to San Francisco, with the inten- 
tioD of soon leaving the latter place ibr home. On the evening of his 
arrival, he, with his companions, visited the ganiblmg aaloona. After 
watching a loog time the varied fortunes of a table supposed to be 
undergoing the process of *^ tapping," from the continued success of 
those betting against the bank, the excitement overthrew his better 
judgment, and he threw upon the " seven spot " of a new deal, a bag 
which he snid contnined 1100 dollni"*; — hin nil. the result of two yrnrs* 
privalioii and hard labor — exclaiming, with a voice trembling from in- 
tense exciti iiient, " my home, or the mines' A? the dealer slowly re- 
sumed tlu' drawing of his cards — with his countenance livid, frnm fear 
of the ineviiabie late that seems ever atti ndant upon the tapping pro- 
cess when once commenced — 1 turned my eyes towards the young man 
who had staked his whole uains upon a card ; and never shall 1 forget 
the impression made by his look of intense anxiety, as he waiclied the 
cards as they fell from the dealer's hands. All the energies of his 
system seemed concentrated in tije fixed gaze of his eyes, while the 
deadly pallor of his face bespoke the subdued action of his heart. All 
around seemed infected wiili the sympathetic powers of the s})ell — even 
the hitherto succ^ful winners forgot their own stakes, in the hazardous 
chance placed upon the issue of the bet. The cards are slowly told, 
with the precisioD of high-wrought e»3iteiiie&t. The seven spot 
wins ! The spell is broken— re-action takes place. The winner ex- 
claims, with a deep-drawn sigh, ^^JvnUneoer garnhk ofain" and was 
earned from the room b a deep swoon, from whicfa he did not fbllj re- 
recover antti the next rooming* and then to know that the equivalent 
Burreodared for his gain, was the color of hb hair, now changed to a 
perfect white ! 

Although the above may be considered extreme cases, soffieieot to 
wairanC a like result in any country, still I could relate instances where 
the cause of excitement was slight, and ^et produced a rapid change 
n the hair, with the same certainty ; showmg evidently the predisposing 
influences of climate. One instance now occurs, of a young pnest at 
4capulco, whose strongly besetting sins were monte and eock«fighting, 
ilthough others might be numbered in the same catalogue. The purity 
yf his hair was accounted, by its sudden transition from black to 
vhite, a miracle emblematical of his character ; but the history of the 
change would lead us to suppose that it originated from another cause 
han a saintly organization. On the Sunday that marked the change, 
le exhortrd his hearers to beware ol tiie immoralities practised by 
breigners ; in the afternooD he engaged zealously in the disputes of the 
XKk-pit, and ended at iii'jht with an cxcitinix game of monte. 

The rause of tiiese sudden clianges niu^^t arise from atmospherical 
leculiarities, as upon the Atlantic side we are suijject to the same sca- 
ons, with the exception lliat the prevailinff wind upon llie Athmtic coast 
iuhn^^ tlie dry season has more liumidity. From whatever source the 
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H08l*iTALS IH COMSTADiTlMOPLE. 

VBOM THK B»mmUL COULEIPOlfDBVCB OF TBIS JOPBHAL. 

I VISITED on r of tfn- larnc;! hospitals, exclusively the proj)r:riy of ik 
Greeks, just beyond the ISiven Towers, on pa^slni: ilirou-h the gak 
beyond Stamboul. It is iniuiensely large, in tlie lorrn ul" a Greek cros 
on the j^round — having four winii;s diver<„'in<T from a centre. They wet? 
but one stury hii;h, and finished wiiliui tiy wood ceilings. Suntxindinf 
liiii whole, is a wall. Four hundred paiieiits are accommodated, if «• 
cessary, at a lime, entirely b^' the charitable contributions of their fc> 
nevolent couQtr}'nien. The institution reflects honor on tbooe who itm 
thus created tod sustained tt tinder all the hardships and opprearai ii 
which they have heen sabjected by their political masters, the Tub 
Over the head of each bed was the name of the mcumheat, fais &eMe» 
&c, as u all other similar establishments in Europe. The wards voe 
quite long, the bedsteads mostly iron, and an air of comfort, quiet and 
good order reigned throughout No marked cases of soi]gery were reftnd 
to— nor, mde^, \\ ere any anomalies in disease discovered in traver^ 
the apartments. Two wards were devoted to the insane— -one for imlfi 
and the other for females. When 1 first entered the office and eipiai' 
ed a wish to examine the charity, permissioo was given, and a mere brr 
sent to show the way. On expressing a wish to enter where the luna- 
tics were confined, some reluctance was manifested, but the ycun;:: nri^ 
yielded to earnest importunity, thous^h he positively refuspfl to lead 
to tlie wini: where llie females were locnted. Not more limn fortv.re 
all, were under the care of the hospital. All the mnlp'j were lyiniroc 
their mattnisses upon the floor, wearing iron collars about their uvc^i 
from whence a chain extended to a strong staple in the floor, TIw't 
vrcre far etioni^h n^under to prevent interference witii each other. A 
boy of about 13, heavily laden in this manner, in one comer, wi^ 
imagined to be a furious maniac. a> an apoloijy for his confinement, A 
wound on the side of his head luiL^ht have been an injury ititlicted i» 
himself in a paroxysm of fury. On returning to the office, two of the 
directors being present, the inquiry was made why we wished so urgenilt 
to see the house. I then made known my profession, and farther de- 
served, that having come so great a distance it would be a subject of 
deep regret not to be permitted to examine one of the best-coodoctec 
hospitals in Constantinople — a privilege never denied a medical travelitf 
in any part of Europe or Amenca. Having discovered that 1 was haa 
the latter country, they were extremely polite. Sherbet was brougbt li 
soon followed by colfee, and they then, with apologies, acoonipanf<^i 
me to the wards tlie female lunatics. Their treatment was siinik- 
to the others. The improved' system of kindness and indulgence fats 
not yet been introduced anywhere in this country. The Greeks vil 
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do it firat, if it is evor sanctbned at all, (or their intelligence, and ambi- 
tion to avail themselves of the wisdom that distingaims foreign coun- 
tries, are apparent. Althoogh out of place, I will here remark that m 
the neighborhood of Beyroot, the Monies have possession of a cave in 
which maniacs are shut up, while the holy impostors exorcise the devib 
who have possession of their unhappy patients. Such is the reputa- 
tion of the place, that lunatics are mvariably carried there from great 
distances* If the efforts are unsuccessful, they nv then sometimes dis- 
posed 1o consuh physicians. Dr. De Forest will probably communicate 
an jrrount of this farcical, and, no doubt, often cruel nianngement, 
which renders a further description here unnecessary. Sign. Dr. PietfO 
and Sign. Dr. Alexandro are the medical and surgical visiters of this 
hospital in Constantinople. Sign. Fani Zalliero and Sign. Georgio pa pi 
Lambrinardo nro the immediate directoi's. Tlie other hospitals do not 
diti^T essenlialiy hoin this, hfvnnd the fine external appearance which 
the funds of the government enables the soldiers' hospital to assume. 



SMALLPOX IN THE S£V£NTH MONTH OF FAfiGMADiCY. 

To the EdH&r of the Botten Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Sir, — 1 was called, recently, to attend a youn^ jnnrned lady, who, I 
A as informed, had been sufferinij intense paiii lor the twcnty-fonr hours 
i>revious. I found the pan* [it uiih hot skin, dry red tongue, hiuh arte- 
ial excitement ; ptdse 1 10 per uiinute, full ; severe pain iu the head and 
Dack, and in the seventh month of prejjnancy. Prescribed leeches to 
iie temples, and hyd. and jalap, aa gr. x., followed with saline draught, 
ind diaphoretics* In about tnirty hours pustules made their appear- 
mce, and continued until the case assumed the appearance of genuine 
iraallpox. She passed through the various stages favorably, and conva- 
esceo as rapidly as usual, save a slight ophthalmia, which retarded some- 
vbat the cure, went her full time, and gave birth to a 6ne, plump, 
lealthy girl, w ithout the least appearance of its having had the disease. 
Vaccination had no effect upon it. 

Query, — Can the mother, during the last months of pregnancy, go 
hrough with smallpox and not infect the child in utero ? If so infected, 
^ill there not be unmistakable evklence upon the skin ? or does exclusion 
f light and air prevent scarring, and iliereby leave a smooth surface? 
^ill some of your numerous readers inform us? S. P. Parcusa* 

East Bottan, June 20th, 1851* 



THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON, JULY S, ISftl. 



EDITORIAL CORBESPONDENCE. 

Ft«n7ia.-r-Vienna equals, if it does not excel, any city heretofore visited 
1 Enrope, on the score of neatness and order. The public squares are 
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ftmall, bal they are clfan enough to be cited «■ pettenis of ncstncee. 
pavements are small hewn eiones, jointed together, water light. They we 
smooth, and theiefore there is little of the noise by carriage wheels, whkk 

in Boston is so disagreeable. Houses are carried up jiz or seven stones, 
and they are immensely large on the cround, resemblinc^ in their c^neml 
appearance those of Rome. Some of the churches are richly decoraiad — 
esptjcially the cathedral, a monster edifice — abounding in things that catch 
the eye even of one who has become satiated wiih sighi-seeing. A moiiU- 
ment is in excellent condition in one part of the cathedral, erected to ths 
memory of Arch Duke Frederick, about 100 years since, made of a sbgie 
stone, on which there are 140 figures — statuettes. It is a sarpriaingif^ 
cimen of the skill and genius of the artist For building purposes, 
brick, universally, are in request — of a Inrg-e size, coarse and rather s^f" 
When the wall?? nrr up, they are covered with a thick coat of cemeni, 
nearly white, Imod oil lo look like stone. The appearance i^ favorahlf. 
Of the ecoiioiiiy in regard to the first cost, there can be no ques-tiun ; fijii. 
as lu durability, the oldest palaces and private dwellings still present tk 
appearance of being stone, instead of very cheap bricki All apaitaeas 
are high studded, which imparts an air of grandenr to the public edifioei 
and elegance to the ordinary houses on the streets. All the foantaius an 
superb specimens of broose figure castings. Those stiflT up and do«a 
streams, sometimes seen, with <?reat cnst-iron dishes, are rarely met wiA 
in Europe. Talent is brought into reiiuisitinn, and no desiirns nre ^•^t!€r 
pnlrotiii:ed ihati those for fountains. Water in Vienna is i*upfMieii i'j a 
lorce pump at a small river, worked by steam. It is used freely and wiiii- 
ont expense by all who may choose to avail themselves of it in the smeii 
and squares ; but in no instance is it conveyed into the hooeea* WeDl 
are the main dependence of the citisens. 

But of all the wonders of Vienna, the royal vaults, in which are phcsi 
the metallic sarcopha^, containing the remains of emperors, empresses, 
and their families, are the mo<5t surprising. A mnre elaborate and tralj 
astonishing specimen of sculpture in bronze cannot be lound on the glob«« 
ihuu the sarcophagus of Maria Theresa. It must weigh several tons ; i* 
not less than ciglit feet square by six high, wrought into forms and figures, 
as though the material had been as soft as wax when they were ezecsied. 
The empress bad it made in her life time, and consequently must bait 
watched the progress of the work with no ordinary sensations, as it w« 
to contain her own body. One of the emperors is placed in a silver «ir- 
cophaofus, covered with chased work of surprising beauty. In short, of &Ii 
the royal sepulchres I have seen in England, France, Turkey atid Jem^** 
lem, none of them compare with the magnificent resting places of i1k 
lO'^dX family of Austria. Napoleon s only child, the Duke of Reicb^dt, 
is m a plain copper sarcophagus, tinned, as are all which are made of tbst 
material, in which the cofiin is hermetically sealed. His mother lies \ij 
his side, in a similar enclosure. All these are pbiced in the cellar efs 
convent, to which the traveller is shown by a monk, who goes from one 
the other with a light. 

Some of the many pirtur^s in the imprrial gallery are Irom the nn^ 
masters; but in sculpture there is nothing remarkable. In returning front 
an excursion to one of the national collections, 1 witnessed a great mih- 
tary funeral. A general Wailgeniuth died in Hungsrv, and bis remaisi 
having been brought to Vienna on a railroad, were forthwith carried Is t 
eemetery in the sttbarbs» escorted by a vast body of soldiers and a mahi- 
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ide in carriages. On the top of ihe hearse was the figure of n knipht rc- 
lining, in shining armor, fotlowed by another on horscljack dresseii in a 
omplete buii of burnished plate mail, even his face \x:iug covered. Next 
lUowed the general's hone, led by a groom, and eoYered with a pall trail* 
ig to the ground all around, bat held vp behind by a servant, who kept 
t a reapectfol distance from the fieiy charger's heels. Then came the 
mperor, dressed like his officers in a white coat, blue pants with red 
♦nms at the side, and a hat edged with creen. He is not apparently more 
lan twenty years of age. 1 afterwards saw him walking in the street, 
ith his brother and one other person, unaccompanied by any show of 
arade, and seemiog to enjoy himself like any other well-bred young 
eDtlemau. 

One of the national cabinets in Vienna especially worthy of note, is the 
eological coUection in the palace. It is extensive and beautifully arrang* 
d* I saw several specimens marked Massachusetts and New Jersey. A 

lodel of a lump of native gold from the Ural Mountains, weighing sixty- 
>ii r ponnd?^ and ?ome ounces, quite equals ^ny of the California specimens. 

Among the number of public institutions especially instructive and not 
► be neglected by a stranger, is the Polytechnic Scliool, which e mbraces 
3ecimens of the mechanical industry of Austria and its depeudencies. 
everal of the halls, of tedioas .length for walking, contain models of ma« 
!iiiies» toob and Ingenions contrivances of evf ry nature and kind devised 
nee civilization dawned upon this part of the earth. They aie placed in 
le best possible condition for inspection, and are always open, free of ex* 
?rise. The collection bears a strikinsr resemblance to the Patent Office 
I Washington. In the apartment containing afrricullural instruments, 
ere articles manufactured by Nelson, of Rhode Island, but they were 
Liher calculated to convey the idea that we are just emerging irom the 
tTage state. It would be creditable to our country, if some gentleman 
-ouM make a selection of articles from the great Agricultural Ware 
iouse over Quincy Market, in Boston, and send them to the imperial Col« 
ction in the Polytechnic school. In the Cabinet of Natural History, the 
iifTed animals were well prepared, and extensive; so of the entomolo- 
cal department. 

Heing exhausted with peering into Ldajis cases, and gazing aljout roj'nl 
sidences, I recreated myself one halt day by going to the Prater, the 
shionable drive, where the multitude vie with each other in showing olf 
lu ipages. Unlikethe show in Hyde Pkrk,in London, or the one in Paris, 
Dich commences abont five in the afternoon, ponctoally at 2 P.M. 
e Prater is suddenly transformed into a theatre, in which parts in the 
rmedy of life are played by all classes, from the great performer on the 
rone to a blind fiddler by the hedj^fe. There I again saw the emperor, 
i ving four spirited horses — and he drove quite as well as a cabman. Then 
iutlicr came along on fool, a small, slender, gentlemanly person. His 
ather ia tall, with high cheek bones, yet graceful in her movements, 
early all the prominent nobility of the realm were out, and the opportunity 
as ftivorable tor seeing all the dukes, princes, and princesses, with un* 
■onoanoeaUe names, known in the modern annals of the kingdom. A 
w great generals were pointed out, with very long moustaches, which 
ivr them a barlmrous appearance. From thenre I rode to the steamboat 
nding on the river Dannhe. Having seen the Black Sen, into which that 
Ichrnted river empties, i had a curiosity to oxaininc here. It is a lurhid 
roam, iiovviog exceedingly swift, like the Jordan at its exit into the 
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Bead Sea. To prevent H from eutiing into the land, the banks nve Mcnnlj 
paved at difierent points. It is deep, too, and may well be coosideic4 
one of the essential arteries on which the life oCeeveral coontriee depeadi 

On the way there and back, the number of yoang liemales seen working 
in brick-yards, breaking stone for Macadamizing, carr}nng burdens oo 
their backs, and employed in the meanest offices, called forth my s^ymjtt* 
thy and indii^nation. Each brick manufactured appoars to bear various 
marks, indicuiing tiie year in winch it was made. Wiiat asjiisiaoce »^ 
thoughtfulness will render antiquarians at some distant epoch, whett they 
will deposit ooe or a series of them in the mnsenms -of that day, as m 
present archsologists do those of Babylon, which also bear characteis,bs: 
which, unfortunately, cannot be decyphered. If the brickmakers of ooi 
neighborhood would put a few type in the bottom of the mould, each both 
misfht be a chronicle more enduring than any granite monument. . 

While on the same pleaj^ant excursion, it was a queer exhibition to yet 
the skins of oxen, that had been taken off nearly whole, brought along 
waggons, frotn Hungary, filled to their utmost capacity with lallow. h 
Asia Minor I have seen oi hides filled precisely in the same manner win 
butter. Oxen about Vienna draw by their horns, and not with yokes. A 
band of iron is bent across the forehead to fit the prominence of the heti 
braced as it were against the horns, and from the extremities and the bsee 
of the horns, rope traces extend to the cart. 

In one of my rambles in search of extraordinarie.*, I ?nw in the chorch 
of St. Au2"U;;iiiie, the unmatched and prirelos*? monum -nt by Caaori j» 
Maria Chri:>tina. Such groupiug of speaking, weeping marble was nevtr 
beheld any where else. Near by, in the same church, is the sarcophags^ 
of the Emperor Leopold ; and a place, too, within a few feet of iu wheic 
the hearts of all the members of the royal family who have died sinoe ibi 
organization of the empire, are deposited. Their bowels are in a vaal: 
near the contre of the cathedral, over which is an inscription. In ibf 
church of St. AuijfusTine there arc other objects highly prized by th« 
devour, hut shockini^ to those unaccustomed to the exhibition? of Koraaa 
Catholic countries ; ilify are the skeletons of St. Victoria and St. Clemeais, 
covered with jewels, brockade, &c., to the extremity of each rib, bo^n 
and toe, with crowns on their skulls ! Such things are very common is 
Belgium aod Holland. 

No doubt it has been a source of amusement to roost oatside barbaniu 
from America, as it was to me, to read the signs over places of buaatfi 
in this metropolis. Think of pronouncing the name Shcrldffpdt — a ma-: 
vyho sells pins and needles, which fact is nsrerlained by seeing them la s 
window. But Kdhmnddfft deals altocrtlicr in umbrella head*: while 
his next door neighbor, Jknns Schptddojdomthdihzt has fish hooks aod 
other piscatory apparatus for sportsmen. 

On another occasion I went to the hall of antiqnit io a - a pricelcas cd> 
lection of gold, silver, bronze, and copper-«>the &brication of meefaaaia 
unnumbered centuries ago. Some of the devices for table furniture, evl 
cutting, enaroelling, eameoei die sinking, medallions, coins, and statuette, 
almost a thousand years older than the advent of Christ, show, what hs5 
ofier) lieen demonstrated before, that tlie arts nre no bet'er nnder^tood 
than when Hoiner lived. Of the imperial library of four huniired iho> 
sand volumes, nothing in the Uuited Slates, of cour5e, can compare wiih<^ 
The apartment is magnificent in all its details, and ornamented with mtf* 
bb statues of kings and dukes, rather than authois. 
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Personal Conccrris.— At the termination of iin extensive tour in Europe, 
Asia and Africa, the editor is again enabled to resume his labor? ; and 
while he tenders his acknowledgments to those of the profession who 
have contributed to the pages of the Journal during his: protracted absence, 
he begs to express a hope thai frequent communications mav continae to 
flow in— enlarging and enriching the domain of medicine ana surgery. 

Those only who have had experience in the management of a scientific 
periodical, can appreciate the difficulties or estimate the trials that apper- 
tain to such a position. The most ronscicntious regard to the rights, 
opuiions and mtimations of guch as are lights by the way, does not satisfy 
every one. It is the misfortune of an editor to be frequently misunder- 
stood, misconstrued, and to have motives assigned for this or that ob- 
serataon, which never entered his mind. It is a contingency insepa« 
rahly connected with the place, and from heiog long accustomed to it, 
we have acquired a desirable amount of indiTOrence and fortitude> and 
iberefore take these misfortunes with apparent calmness. 

In looking over the two last volume?, while under the tempornry edito- 
rial charge o{ .Geo. S, Jones, M.D., whose kind assistance is thankfully 
acknowledged, the evidence of the activity of medical men in America, 
and of liieir steady advances in the great field before them, is apparent. 
Diseases are nowhere controlled with more skill than in the United States, 
nor is there a country on the globe where the benefits accruing to society 
from the eflorts of indefatigable practitioners of medicine and surgery, are 
more apparent* If further advances have been made in Europe, they 
have resulted from a subdivision of labor. Those most distinguished for 
their accuracy in detecting the causes of disease, and in the administra- 
tion of remedies, have attained their tact and distinction by pursuing a 
specialty. The tendency of the age is to subdivide, and not carry on loo 
many branches ui practice, from a conviction that excellence depends 
upon the cultivation of one talent, rather than a hundred. A thorough 
ophthalmic operator cannot, in the nature of things, be equally expert in 
fevers or chronic maladies. The dentists, by separating their business 
entirely from the practice of medicine, in this country* bave elevated 
dentistry to the character of an important department of mechanical sur- 
gery, which is both acknowledged and sustained by public sentiment. In 
iiu part of the world, out of the United Stales, have they attained to such 
T especiabiliiy and professional eminence. We are rapidly becoming an 
over-grown, over-stocked profession, mainly because every new comer 
grasps at all and every form of practice, oy subdividing into separate 
departments, as they bave been doing a long while in some parts of Great 
Britain. and on the Continent, there would be appropriate employment for 
all. In law, this has already been acted upon ; and formidable as the at- 
torneys are in number, they complain much less than the physicians, of 
leaving nothing to do. Particular aiicnuon, therefore, to a single branch 
of practice, must obviougly redound lo the reputation as well as emolu- 
Tnent of the practitioners, while the public will be the direct gainers by 
the ineiaased experience of thoee they patronise. 



Um tf HiB Galvanic Battery in Parahftit.^ln a previous number of 
%he Journah mention was made of the good eflects often derived from 

che application of the galvanic battery in paralysis. We have since had 
BO opportunity of further testing this therapeutical ageat in two cases ; in 
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one of which, the results were so sati*5faciory that we have thought a 
brief notice of it might not be uninteresting to our readers. A young 
man (a painter) had a severe attack of colic, which was aiinbuled by ha 
attending physician to the effects of white lead, and he was treated le- 
cordiDffly with the aeual remedies, encceasluUjr. Soon afier his lecovoy 
from the attack of colic, he was suddoDly deprived of the use of his rignt 
arm. The power to elevate it was entirely gone ; and having lost a |Mn 
of the other arm by amputation a few years previous, he became almost 
helpless. In this i^arl condition he soncrht the counsel of many eminent 
men in the profession, but without receiving any direct ut fn irom their 
advice and prescriptions. A medical friend of ours, to u iioni he applied 
for advice, knowing that we iiad one of Goads patent graduated gal* 
Tanic batteries, which are of a superior construction and power, sent hin 
to us, that it might be thoroughly tested in his case. He came; and «t 
must confess, that after an examination of the case, we thoneht it ahnost a 
hopeless one. After one or two operations, a perceptible change for the 
better wns manifest ; and when tne instrument had been applied twenty- 
four time,*, the perfect use of his arm was obtained. The lime occunitd 
in Uiis case was about six weeks; and so successful has been the remedy, 
that the patient can now use hi£> arm with perfect freedom, and is able to 
resume his former occupation of painting, using the brush to as good sd- 
vantage as his fellow workmen. 

The other case mentioned, was that of a young lady with hemiplegia, 
who was unable to walk, or even stand upon the limb of the afleeted side, 
and in consequence had to be brought to our office. After three applica- 
tions of the Iwittery, she had so much improved as to be able to walk to tne 
office, a distance of three-fourths of a mile. Although she is not en red. yet 
from the improvement which has taken place, we have every reason lo 
believe she will be, if the remedy is continued hr a further length of lime. 

We are confident that many of tne nervous afibctions might be ancoeasfoDy 
treated by the proper application of a galvanic battery ; but it is evident 
that a proper one should he used, and we know of none more appropriais 
than that of Mr. Goad, of Philadelphia. 

Suffolk ])isfrirt Medical Socictij. — The following Resolutions, offtred 
by Dr. John Wars', at the rei^ular meeting: of this Society, on Saturday, June 
28th, were laid upon the table, for consideration at an adjourned meeung, 
and ordered to be printed and distributed to the members. 

It was then Voted, that the meeting adjourn for one weeic, aod that 
these Resolutions be then taken up for consideration. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Society, the Annual Meetings of 
the Massachusetts Medical Society should be devoted exclusively to the 
great nhjects for whieh it was established, in raising the standard of 
medical education, and the medical character — promoting per^sonal inter- 
course and friendly relaiiuud aiuong its members, and disseminating among 
them useful professional knowledge. 

Retolved, That, in order to do this, all matters relating to personsl 
differences between individual physicians, all ofiences against die laws of 
the Society, and, in j^eneral, all matters of police and discipline, should be 
placed in the hands of the several District Societies with foil power to 
decide finally concerning them ; except that in all cases where-the penalty 
of expulsion is imposed, there should be a righto! appeal to the CouoaeUofS, 
but in no case to the society at large. 
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Rcsjiced, That it is the duty of the Massachusetts Medical Society, as 
the guardian of the public health, syNteroalicaliy to pursue an uivestigaiiua 
into the ceases, history end tmtment of the diseaeee of this Common- 
lyealtb, in all its Terious ports ; and that it should also take means to 

:ominunicate to its members, in the roost condensed form, all the informa* 
tiou of true practical value, which is every year ofiered to the profession. 

Resolred, That the exhibition to the public of an earnest desire to raise 
:be character nf iho profession — to investigate fully and fairly the history 
ind Ireaiment of the diseases of the rnmrniinity in which we re^ide — and 
o impart to one anoilier useful irUorniaiion — will do more to secure 
he confidence of mankind and to remove the evils of quackery, than any 
lystematic efibrts which have this for their direct object 

Resolved, That the Counsellors be requested to take such measaree as 
vill best answer the pnrposes referred to in the foregoing Resiolutions. 

Resoloed, That a copy of these Resolutions, signed by the President 
md Secretory, l^ve sent To each of the District Societies, with a respectful 
ecjuest that they be made ilie snhjert of their deliberate consideration, and 
hat the result be rnmmunu aied to the Counsellors. 

Resolved^ also, Thul u copy of these Resolutions, similarly attested, be 
ent to the CounsellofSt as eipressin^ the sense of the SnffiiUt District 
If edical Society on the suljects to which thej refer. 

An Adjourned Meeting of the Suffolk District Medical Soeie^, will be 
teld in the Bfasonie Temple, Boston, on Saturday, 5th July, at 8 o*clock| 
^M. H. W. WiLLiAiis, Secntary^ 



Pkjftieums in th$ Apaikeearff Buijiiesiw— It will be perceired, by a 
otice in our advertising columnfi, that Dr. B« Carpenter, of Pawtucket, 
as become a partner in the Drug Establishment conducteii under the late 

rm of Philbrick & Trafton, lf>0 Washington Street, Dr. Trafton having" 
ouorably retired from the tirm. It affords us much pleasure to know that 
)r. Philbrick has n^^ain associated with h>m in busint s a partner of high 
ttainments and hunuruble principles. We hope that this enterprising 
rm and respectable establishment will continue to receive a proper share 
r patronage. 

A telegraphic de^^patch, from Si. Louii^, mentions the death oi some four 
ousand Sioux Indians by cholera and smallpox. 

To Cor R rspon dexts.— Dr. ThoniMNi't noUee ttt a turn p(«p*ration of kMfiae, wu raeeivttd 
> late tor this No. of the Journal. 



If AaaiBO^ln Ibis dly, NallHUiid Dowms, M.D., to Miw Aan Muia Rmer. 



1>1ED.— On the Plains, about ninety miieit from Fort Leavenworth, J um 2d, of cholera. Dr. 

rrad W. Kennedy, Surnon io U. 8. Army. Abo, of the aaiw duaoM, aboal the ' — 

Wonley, in his 4iD year. 



Oeaihs in Boston— fof the week endinf; Salarday noon, Juae fS, TOl— Malet, ?7— female», 4S. 

cidcntal, 3 — apoplexy, I — infl;imniiiiii>n of bowels, 2 — disciute of brain, I— l>ro!irlifti ^, l_con< 
nplion, 16 — convulsions, 2 — eholcm morlMis. 2— ^yanosiii, 1— croup, I— delirium tremens, I— 
4ent<»ry, 3— dropsy, f>— dropcy of brain, 6->drowned, 1— fever, 2 — typhus fever, f«-4ypboid 
or, 1 — lung fever, 3— bcNipiiif coiq^, 1 — infantile, 3 — iuflanunatieoof IM kwfi.9— «wrB«MM«S 
neaalea. 1 — palsy. 2— «mitllfM»x, 1— «f rofula, 1— worms, 1. 

'fider fi yeart, 28— tK-iween 5 and 20 years. f>— tieiwcen 20 and 40 years, 24— between 40 
I 60 years, 8— over 60 years, 4. Americans, 37 j foreigiiers and cJuJdiea of fore^meia, 33. 
rba abo¥e indadai 8 dwiha at m Chy Ipiiiwrtiptti. 
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How Quacks ilifrer/iie.— Below we give pert of the advertisemeDt of t 

notorious individual, as a specimen of the way of doing bttsiness &mwi^ 
prRrtiiioner^ of his class. It is quite time their trickery was exposed to 
the public. We are fiware it is the opinion of many in our rank?, thai it 
is belter to let such rnaiiers alone ; but we must ditrcr from iheni iii repard 
to the expediency of such a course. A wriltcn answer to the foUowin^ 
questions is to form the basis of a diagnosis of an^ ail a patient may have* 
Gi\'e name, age, residence, occQpation ; family consumptive! or wliai 
complaints subject to; where boni and brought up; mamed or single: 
strong or delicate ; lean or fleshy; tall or short; straight or stooping, or 
deformed ; luMg^ht, and ^ize around the waist two inches abore the hip?; 
color of hair; complexion ; have you any humor, scrofula, cancer. *kiz 
disease, headache, rouLrb, asthma, rheumatism, or pain any where. Ir»«* of 
voice, hoarseness, catairli, dropsy, expectorate much, raise blood, lever or 
night sweats, chills, confined to bed or house, palpitation, nerroas, fiis, 
palsy, bad dreams, sour or sick stomach, dyspepsia, flatulence, distress si 
stomach, colic, all-gone feeling any where, costive, diarrhoui, appetite good 
or bad, piles, fistnla. <rraveK heat of urine or scanty or sediment? If t 
Lady — married ? had any children ? any female complaints ? irregularity ^ 
weak back? pain any where? any bloating^? dropsy? bilious? worms! 
indig^ent or easy circinnstanres ? any bad fits of sickness ? doctor much? 

As it is a :>ource of pleasure to Dr. to alleviate the suderirir? 

of the Invalid, he has concluded in future to make no charge for Offxz 
Consultation and Examination of the Chett." 

The inquiry as to the pecurUartf resource of a patient is a very iio- 
portant one, and we wonder the wily doctor should have placed it so DOff 
the bottom of the list. It is understood that these questions are propoood- 
ed to those who may live nt n distance, and cannot conveniently visit the 
great .^sculapius in propria persotue. 



Nerr Mrdiral Books. — There is evidently a dearth at present, in this 
and torei^m countries, in the publication of oriirinal work^ un medicine- 
Perhaps it is one of those cahnsi that precede unusual a«niviiy in scieoce, 
as in trade. Yet it may be well that aathorp are becoming acaree, shxe. 
many of them have multiplied volumes without increasing the UaA d 
useful knowledge. Surgery seems not lo have been written upon mock 
of late— perhaps for the reason that there is little or nothing to be atid 
upon it, lieyoiid the relation of cases. Ages may roll away before there 
will be another Sir Asth-v Topper. It should be borne in mind, however, 
that the multiplication oi miimU'ly described cases, both in medicine aD»i 
surgery, is conferring an ess..'niiai benefit on the world, since it furnishes 
the means of ascertaining, through the experience of others, the progre^i 
of therapeutic agencies in mitigating physical sufl&rings. Treatises m 
practice, the way in which the sick were made well, are the books mfs: 
required, and the more there are of them, properly prepared and properij 
vouched, the better. 



Surgical Operations. — It is gettinj^ to be quite common for ne^T^jia- 
pers to h-we the Jirst, and sometirnns ihe only, reports of reniarkabl- M5^ 
gical operations. It is all rij^ht enough for the papers to publish nieJ; s! 
intelligence ; hut it would be more cor)sonant with our feelings, and more 
in accordance wiih professional etiquelte, if niedical men would first fesll 

the resultt of their cases to a Medical Journal* 



Digitized by Google 



THE 

BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL 



Vok XUV. Wbdrbsday, July 9, 1851. No. 23. 



TU£ TRBATMEMT OF ERYSIPELAS BY TUB MUftlATED TINCTUEB 

OF IRON. 

BT 0. BAMILTOH BBLL, fUBOBOB, r.B.C.S.B. 

It will be generally admitted that practical observations on the treat- 
inent of diaeasesof daily occurrence are more valuable to the medical 
pttcliuoner than the most interesting descriptioas of anomalous casesi 
Dowever extraordtnaiy in their character, or suocessiul in their treatment. 
1 am convinced, indeed, that the puhlicaUon of the joumab of weU-em- 
ployed medical men, giving in detail the treatment of every case occur* 
ring in their private practice, would prove most useful to the young 
practitioner, and be a valuable contribution to our medical literature. 

In furtherance of such views, I am anxious to bring to the know* 
ledge of my professional brethren a mode of treating erysipelas, difiering 
fiom that usually resorted to, but which I have iouad invariably sue* 
cessftil. I have no intention, however, of writing a treatise on a disease 
so well known, and on which so much has been recently published, be- 
cause I think my object will be fully attained by reporting a few cases 
from my own journals, illustrative of my experience. 

My purpose, then, beinfr pnrply praclical, it would be out of ](l:i( e to 
preiiii«(' with a disquisition on the nature and causes of mflammation ; 
but in order lo explain in some tii(?;i^ure the principle by which 1 have 
been actuated in employing a powerful tonic in a disease generally oc- 
casioning so much fever and cerebral excitement as erysipelas, I con- 
sider it necessary to repeat the opinion I have elsewhere expressed— 
viz., that **in iiillamiTiaUun, the capillary vessels having apparency lost 
the power of sepiiraiiiig or electing the component parts ol the blood 
iK'hich are necessary for functional purposes, and become to a certain 
extent uiert tubes, a stream of blood is admitted, for the circulation of 
which they are not calculated." In other words, I consider that in ery- 
sipelas the capillary vessels are in an atonic state, 

Th» by potnesis appears to me to be supported by the efiect of the 
treatment I have adopted in erysipelas<»tfae cases demonstrating that 
when an extensive poroon of the surface of the body is vblently mflani* 
ed, producing a high degree of fever and cerebral excitement ; on the 
system being rapidfy surraarged with, or brought under the inBuence of, 
the rouriated tincture of iron, while the cerebral affection and other symp* 
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toms of ferer subside, the local pain is lelieved, and the redness mi 
swelling gradually disappear ; and, so far as the tonic medicine ^^fm 
to c oncerned, ail this is effi^ted without any appreciable evacauioi 
from the emunctories of the system. 

But refraining from theory or speculation, and In the hope that I 
shall lead to the general adoption of the practice I have suojijested. anc 
which I shall illustrate by a few cases. I sliall proceed at once to 
shortly tlie mode of tn-atiiit-nt I linve n-sorted to. in evc^ry case of err- 
sipelas i have attended lor upwards of a quarter of a century, withoui 
having in a sinLilc instance failed of success. 1 have found that mj 
remedy is not only etfectual in removing erj'sipelas, but that it generalir 
reii(it i-s the patient more healthy and robust than before the att-irk oi' 
the di^f^ase ; and in no in-tance in wlncb 1 have nad ihe charg<- tRii 
the CQinnienceuuMii oi ilm disease, has suppuration taken place. 1 hart 
for a series of years pressed privaiel y on the attention of the senior meiniwR 
of the profession the value of this remedy in the treaUnent of this aU-ajs 
troublesome and often idui disease; and I have taught many of 
junior bretliren successfully to combat it. But my prolonged eKpeneoct 
of the mvariable success of my practice, justi&s me, 1 think, io ths 
bringing it to the notice of the profession generally, trustbg that, bik 
hands S[ others, it may prove as great a bfessing as it has in mine. 

Mode of aimmuienng the Bmedy*~^i coune the fiist object iii» 
have the bowels freely acted on. If the erydpelas be mild, 6Aeen diop 
of the muriated tincture of iron are administered in water every m 
hours until the disease is completely removed. VVh^ the attack tbifH^ 
ens to be more severe, the dose oi the tincture is increased to tweoCf* 
five drops every two hours, and persevered in night and dav, howem 
high the fever and delirium. The only local applications 1 ever fisi 
necessary, are hair powder and cotton wadding. While I depend fcr 
the removal of the disease on the chalybeate, it is necessary that tin 
bowels should be attended to throughout \\w treatment. 

Case T. 25lh December, 18.'j2. — Mi-. Nan<;hion, a poor woroin. 
about 60 years of age, of broken constiiutinn, nnd liaving what is vul- 
^rly called " shakinc j^alsy *' — a state of continuous chorea — had been 
suHering from erysipelas some dav^, and I was called to see her late at 
nisht. I found her head entirely covered with erysipelas ; she wiu< v.\ ^ 
stale of great exhaustion, and delirious. Ten drops ol the miiriakru 
tincture of iron were ordered to be taken every two hours. On the 26di 
she was calm and appeared easier; cont. tlnct. i21th. — Quite colleciei 
inflammation and swelling decreasing; cont. tinct. ; to have a dose of 
oil. 28th^— Inflamroatbn rapidly disappearing ; nouiishittg diet ; can* 
tinue drops. dOth«— Recovering fiist ; jicrgc, itd January. — ESrysipelai 
gone, and the poor woman wonderfully well. 

Case II. 90th May, 1835. — I was called to the Waterloo Hotel, at 
I o'clock, P. M., to see R. R., Esq., a stout gentleman, of full halst, 
aboot 30 years of age. I found him suflTering finm excruciating ptin h 
the soles of the feet, which he ascribed to cold he had caught the previous 
day in coming from Glasgow. The pain was so acute that he could 
not bear the weight of the bed-clothes, nor his feet to be touched is tbt 
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gentlest manner. ToDgue loaded ; pulse irregular, but not accelerated ; 
akin of natural temperature, except on the feet. Eighteen leeches wena 
applied, and he had six grains of calomel, followed in three hours by a 

dose of the compound powder of jalap. 

Vespere, — Pain of feet relieved, but there is excessive prostration of 
strength. Tongue still loaded ; thirst ; pulse irregular and iinsiitisfac- 
lory. The iiiedirinos had acted fi^eely, and broui^ht away a quantity of 
(iaik-co!ored, offensive scybalous matter. Slight erysipelatous blush on 
tlie ri'jlit ankle. The followinjx medicines to be irlven immediately : — 
( liomel, five grains ; henbane, six grains ; opium, ooe graia ; James's 
powder, three grains, in the form of ])ills. 

21st. — Slept well ; pain of feet much dinunislied ; right ankle swelled 
and red ; coiapiains of pain behind the knee ; much ihiret ; skin natu- 
ral ; pulse 1 '20, irregular : the evacuations from the bowels black, wa- 
tery and olTensive. A tablosj)uoiiral ut a iiiixiure containing one part 
of the spirit of Mindererus and two of camphor mixture, to be given 
every two hours. Hair powder and cotton wadding to be applied 
to the feet and ankles. 2, P. M. — ^No improreroent ; spots or ery- 
sipelas at the roots of the loes and over the innep, eztMiding to the 
ankJes. In consultation with Dr* Abeiciombie, the following medicine 
was ordered :^Half a drachm of the compound powder of jalap and 
ten grains of rhubarb. The camphor and sp. Mtndereri to be continued. 
&, P. M. — Ho improvement ; pulse 130. 8, P. M.— Dr. Abercrombie 
again saw him. Erysipelas rismg on the leg ; vesicles on the instep ; 
tongue much loaded ; stools black and unwholesome ; prostmtion con* 
tinuous, I explained to Dr. Abercrombie my mode of treating erysipe- 
las, and obtained his assent to the exhibition of the muriated tincture of 
iron — twenty drops were ordered to be given every two hours. A colo- 
cynth pill lo be taken at bed time. Midnight. — Bowels freely movod ; 
two dose^ of the tincture of iron had been taken ; pulse 100, fuller and 
more regular ; skin hot. The colocjnth pills not to be taken until the 
oaoming. Con. tinct. 

8. A. M. — A sleepless night; suiTering much from rheumatism 
n riglil arm; less pain in the soles of tlie feet; erysipelas not extend- 
; pulse 100, full and soft; bowels not open ; to have the coUxiynth 
)ills. Noon. — With Dr. Abercrombie. Tongue cleaner; skin soft ; 
•rysipelas diminishing : rheumatism very severe in right ami. To con- 
iiiue the iron, and to liave forty drops of colchicum wine three times 
-day. 7, P. M. — With Dr. Abercrombie. The symptoms more satis- 
ictory ; perspiring , ptr^e. The improyeroent condtmed, and on the 
:3th the erysipelas had entirely disappeared. The rheumatism was 
lore obstinate, but Mr. R. returned home in perfect health on the 6th 
r June. 

I have seldom seen more alarming eihaustion than appeared in this 
ise Ibr the first stx-and-thirty hours after the attack. 

[Cases III., IV. and V. are omitted ; also, some additional remarks 
id cases by Dr. C. Bell, brother to the writer of this paper.] 

VI. 16th January, 1850. — Miss C. M., seized with pain, inflamma- 
and swelling, extending orer both ebeeks and nose. Pulse iOO ; 



tongue loaded. A dose of celomel and James's povrder cwdend lo be 

given at bed-time, to be followed in the morning by hourly doses of tbe 
solution of Bpsom salfs and Urt. eroetic> until the boweb should be fireely 

moved. 

I7ii). — Face more swelled and inflamed; pulse 80; tongue deass; 
To have fifteen drops of the muriated tincture of iron e?efy three boos; 
hair |iowder to be applied to tlie inflamed surface. 

1 8ih.«^Face less paiofuL To continue the drops regularly, and & 
have an aperient. 

19th. — Face entirely encrusted with exudation, having very much tb« 
appearance of the advnnrf>d <^lage of confluent smallpox : ery<5ipelas not 
I'Xlendini!^ ; no fever : toii^ue clean, hut much annoyance Ironi couirh. 
To have a cou%\\ nuxture, aud contiaue ibe drops. SOth. — Improvjcg. 
21st. — Doing well. 

2'2d. — So much better as to be in llie drawin^-roora. The disease 
happily left no sort of mark on a face of much beauty. 

Vll. 1st November, 1850. — W. C, Esq., set. 7:3, had been suffenn* 
from a severe catarrli and cough for some days. Felt yesterday as if 
bis shoe were too tight for the left foot, and on going to bed the baU of 
great toe became agonisingly painful ; no sleep nor ease in any postm.. 
Ball of toe is much swelled and tender to the touch, having all die 
' character of gout, hut the inBammation is erysipelatous, exteadfiog over 
the front of the foot. Pulse 60, irregular ; liowels open from roedidne : 
tongue clean. Fifteen drops of the muriated tincture of Iroo to be taba 
everv three hours. 

r€ipers,-i-Mr. C. declares that the drops acted like a charm, and at 
once relieved him from the pain. Redness and swelling cootiniie. To 
bare an aperient, and continue the drops. 

2d. — Scarcely any pain, although the inflammation is extending* A 
troublesome cough. The dose of the tincture to he increased to tweoty- 
five drops. To have paregoric for the cough. 

dd. — Inflammation spreading towards instep. To have an aperieat 
pill, and morphia lounges for the cough. Continue the drops. 

4th. — Inflammation fading. 

5th. — Im j»i ov ing. 

8th. — Able to go out of doors. 

1 have in my journals several raRes in which ervsipelas was com- 
bined with gout. Two of these occurred in gouty subj(,'ct'5. and iu both 
llie health was restored by the chalybeate, as in the above case of Mr. 
C. This gentleman had, two years ago, an attack of erysipelas in lis 
thigh, and was cured by the steel drops. He never had gout beiore, 
but I understand his father had sufiTered from it. 

With regard to the diet of the patient under erysipelas, unless whea 
there is much fever, 1 always recommend it to be generous, and of et^ 
digestion. In a case at present convalescent, in which the attack w» 
very similar to Mr. C's, while the great toe and foot were violantlj 
inflamed, the knee of the other leg was also afl^ted. From il» 
habits of the patient^— a constitution broken from imemperanoe-— I wis 
obliged to allowt along with the drops, nearly a bottle cf port a^. 
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In this case the podagral erysipdfts has disappeared, and my patient is 
in better iiealth than he has bad Ibr may aHMua^^Edmbwrgh MorUhlf 
Journal of Medical SeUfOCOn 



DR. PBA8LBe*8 CASB OT DOUBLE OVARIAN DROPSY. 

[CMiel«d«d fnm p«ge4>7.] 

TuKSDAY, 2i, P. M. — I found the patient very comfortable. Thinks 
there are "not ten luqipier ladies in the United States ; and is not sure 
she would exchange coiulitions with any one of ihcin even." lias a 
▼eiy slight headache. To take an enema to-night, and oil to-monow 
if required. 

PuJse from 90 to 100 daring last twenty-four hours. ToogMe clean ; 
skin natural ; lips bright red ; appetite excellent ; no tenderness or un* 
pleasant feeling in abdomen. 1 change all the dressmgs. Wound per- 
fectly healed ui every part» except where the four ligatures oome out. 
Only a drop or two of pus around them. 

On Wednesday she bad some headache, the bowels not being relieved, 
and <he having slept hut little on Tuesday night. Another doso of oil 
on Wednesday evening produced a free evacuation on Thursday, and 
she was very comfortable for forty-eight hours afterwards. 

On Thursday morning, she sat up in bed for the first time. 

Saturday, Oct. 5th, two weeks alter the operation — I saw the patient 
It 9.3, A. M. Pulse 85 to 94, since my last visit ; is now soft and 
.veak. Has sometimes felt a tenderness at the points where the tnitmr 
^vas adherent ; less of this to-day. Tongvie a little coated ; less appe- 
ite. To take a pill at night of pil. hydrart^. ami extract, hyoscyami. 
3nly a drop of pus in contact with the ligatures. The small ones 
j'ielded a little to genile traction. 

To take rich broth, beef-tea, or any simple nutriment she may prefer. 
May be helped into a chair, when ail tenderness of the abdomen has 
;ub$ided. 

Sunday. — Sat up in her chair half an hour for tlie tiisL time, being 
he fifteenth day alter the operation. 

Saturday, 12th. — A letter from her sister, of this dale, says—" My 
ister has been very comfortable since the last report, except during the 
ast forty -eight hours, during which time she has at intervals had con- 
iderable pain in the right iliac region ; hot no tenderness on pressure, 
txcept at a point corresponding to the position of the ligatures on that 
ide. She has sat up from one quarter hour to an hour, as she felt in- 
lineH, every day this week. Her appetite b very good.'' 

This pain continued four days (or to the 14th), hut affected neither 
he pulse, appetite nor tongue, and never afterwards recurred. 

Wednesday, 16th (twenty-five days after operation). Saw the patient 
lis afternoon. She has sat up from one to one and a half hour daily of 
ite. Has gained flesh and strength since last visit. Has stood upon her 
?et, but not yet walked. Has a better appetite than usual when in her 
est health. Tongye clean ; abdomen is now convex and well 
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Bowels are mo\ed once in forty-eight hours hy a sinaii do>p of oO. 
Onlv tliree short straps were left across the incision, it now l>ein<: dm 
enough to rely upon. A small roin|)ress is still letaioeii to prott-ct ibe 
lioatures. I apply gentle traction to them separately. They i^«era lo 
lift the ahdoniinal walls aluitc, but do not cutiie o\M nor produce any 
pain — to be pulled upon very gentlv every day. i'auent DOt lo '.\a!k 
before the end of this week (four weeks in all), and then with a >Uii to 
incline the trunk forwards and relax the ubdouiiiial uiuscles. 

f'^Oth (forty days after the operation). — A report of this dale stji— 
** My sister is very well ; she says aie was * never better in ber We.' 
Has taken no memcine, nor felt any discomfort for the last IbitDigiiL 
Dr. Jarvis says her countenance b better than for a year belbre^aod 
thinks she has gained ten pounds of flesh. She has not been oot yet 
but sleeps up stairs, and has resumed all ber former habits. None of 
the ligatures have yet come away/' 

January 6th, 185l« — A letter of this date from the patient herself ia 
answer to several inquiries by myself, gives a full account of ber stale 
that time* And since commencing this report, another letter has fac<a 
received, stating that her health continues " precisely as then.'' 

" My health (thanks to yourself) is perfectly restored. I hare va 
had the slightest drawback since your last visit, except an attack, of 
which, at your request, I will give an account. 

" The first lifjature came away on the 7th of November, and the 
iiecond on the Ifith — hoth of them from the left >ide. The third carcie 
awny on the nmrning of the 19th, with pprfi'fl ease, and, unlike the 
others, brought the knot [loop] with it.* Half an hour afterwards, 1 wl> 
seized with severe pain over the surface of the abdomen, and whu h a! 
the end of an hour, seemed to settle in the right iliac re«;ion, w iicie i)>t 
ligature was detached. Dr. Jaivis was called in at noon, and appli^^ 
fomentations to the abdomen, and gave a dose of castor oil. and frr- 
quent doses of IVIcMunn's elixir. In the evening leeches were also afr- 
plied, the pulse then being 121. The pain occurred at intervals, aui 
continued severe for twenty-four hours. In four or five days 1 u as qaiit 
well again. The day before, I had stepped into the garden lo take up 
some bulbs, but was well guarded from exposure, and know of no cave 
ibr the attack. The aperture around the ligatures closed up at once. 
The cicatrix of the incision is now precisely 6ve inches in length. The 
catamenia oot restored. No disagreeable sensations in the parts cos- 
nected with the tumor. I have danced once, and felt no inconvenieoee 
therefrom." 

De$crfptwn &f the Tumors removed, <^\st. The large mass 6i-st fe- 
moved now nsembles, as a whole, in form and relation of parts (it beic^ 
collapsed) the icetal membranes enclosing the placenta— the more solid 
part corresponding to the latter. Its vertical diameter is 12 inches, it? 

tran«:verse 9^ inches ; its oiiginal form being ovoid. The enclosed pc^- 
tion is oval and thin ; being 6^ by 4^ inches in diameter, and 2^ inches 

thick. 



* ^lie does uot accuuiii lur iim luuiQt ligalui« it aB. 
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The external suHace of the ioe b perfectly smooth and nacreous in 
appearance, except two inches square on the right side and a little less 
on the left (precisely where the " friction feeling " was perceived) — 
these surfaces being covered by the rccently-ibrmed bands I had rup- 
tured in breaking up the adhesions of the sac. An epithehum, but no 
distinct serous membrane, can be detected by one of Chevallier's largest 
microscopes. The Fallopinn tnhe, thre<» ^^ixteentlv^ nf an inch in dirfine- 
ter, extends to the top of the solid tumoi, accompanii d hv a lar^^f* v(^i!i, 
and an arferv of the size of a wheat straw. The pnitiiberance on tlie 
solid portion, telt ilirougli the abdominal walls, was a distinct sac, as was 
sup^KJsed ; its fluid having a specific <rrnvity of 1023, and containinir, 
like that of iJje large sac, a large quantity of albumen, and scales of 
cholesterine. The sac itself is three sixteenths of an inch thick. 

Its internal surface presents several large veins ; and is covered quit© 
extensively in patches by recently-exuded plasma. In general appear- 
ance, it resembles a mucous membrane. 

The weight of the whole mass is two pounds three ounces avoirdupob. 
8d. The fi^ht o?aiian tunx>r is one and a half nch lon^ by one and 
a fourth inch in dkmeter, consbting of a sac containing 5 iv. of a red- 
dish fluid ; and the proper stroma of the organ, hypertropbied aiwl in- 
durated, and pfesentBsg a lobulated and warty appearance. Its whole 
weight is S 3t. 

The preceding case has suggested the following remarks :— - 
I. So far as the writer is aware, Miss C ■ *s case is untitle, as ^ 
as the successful removal of both ovaries at the same time by the large 
peritoneal section is concerned. It is also scarcely less smguiar, for the 
very slight disturbance of any kind from the operation. The pitln 
never rose above 120 ; never above 115 after the first twenty-four hours 
had elapsed, except for a few minutes on Sunday night. From Monday 
morning to Tuesday morning, it ranged between 93 and 114 ; Tuesday 
ro Wednesday inon)ing, between 66 and 112; Wednesday to Friday 
morning, betweeu nnd 104; Friday to Saturday mornin?, h:] and 
100. It never rose suhsrtjuently above 97, and averaged 90 — about her 
natural pulse. The re^pn ation was 26 for half an hour when re-aciiou 
v^ ris first established ; and uniformly 23 or 24 during the first three days, 
it thea continued at 22, till the pulse fell to 90; and then became JiO. 
The rc-nction also was perfect in less tha:i live hours, and was never ex- 
:?essive. Indeed, the patient may almost be said to have recovered with- 
juL a single bad symptom ; at least without any severe symptoms pecu- 
iar to such an operation ; or which might not have occurred to one of 
^ler delicacy of constitution, Cmm even a slight cause. Hence the medu 
rinal port of the afler-treatment was decidedly expectant. The sup- 
puration could not have amounted to more than 3 ias, in all, during 
recovery. 

II* The almost unfiling aid, in the diagnosis of ovarian diseases, 
rbich is afibided hy die present advanced state of patbologico-anatomi- 
:al and surgical science, as compared with the obscurity resting over this 
ubject till very recently, is woithy of remark. It is, however, impossi- 
lie to Ibfin any rational conclusion as to the adhesions or noD-adoesions 
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of ft sac thus filling the abdomen, without previously eyaeuatm^ it 
tapping. Even then adhesions may exbt without being detected. The 

irictioo feeling is mora distinctive than any other sign short of en- 
dent immobility of the sac ; and was, I think, detected m this ca$e os 
the first examination after (and in less than thirty-aix hours after) lb 
adhesions had formed. 

The reason assigned for the absence, on the second examination, 
of the solid tumor felt per vaj^inam ct per rectum eleven days hefor?, 
proved to be correct. Tlie fluctuation perceived from these passags 
at the fii"st examination was produced by the fluid in the large 
which, being less distended at the second, did not fiiU so low as to he 
reached. Thus the inferences from the positive si«^ns at fir«l. \ur? 
rightly regarded as being confirmed by tlieir absence afterwards— lae 
circumstances having clianj^ed. 

III. The temperature and hygrometric state of the air in the room at 
the time of the operation are very important matters. Certainly, ri* 
penLoncal suilace is viorc nearly in its natural coiuliiiua expc:r<j 
to a warm and damp atmosphert^ than if the latter be cool or dry, or 
both. A still higher temperature tlian 80^ would probably be beittr 
for the serous membrane ; .but it could not long be tolerated by the kap 
either of tlie patient or the operalor. It was observed that the sui6ce 
longest exposed became somewhat livid from incipient congesoon ; ind» 
had even a less protracted exposure to a dry or cool atmosphere oocomd, 
1 doubt not this effect woidd have been still mora marked, and i<)^ 
cided congestion, which is but a single step fiom iofiammatioii— from pin* 
tooitis — might have occuifed. Moreover, a sodden change of teni)Nn- 
tura, even though a slight one, after the operation, and whether 

or local, is replete with danger. Hence die teniperature was ke|il t 
78^ to 80^, till all danger of inflaromatioo had disappeared; and tbe 
warm-water dressing was kept constantly upon the abdomeo^ as loogai 
any dressing was needed. 

That the alimentary canal be also empty and collapsed at the time 
of the operation, is an important consideration ; since thus j)rotru>ioo? 
are avoided, or easily reduced if they occur. Hence the j)roprifly of i 
dose of oil thirty-six hours beibre the operation, and Huid outrimai 
afterwards. 

IV. S«^vernl difficulties I have not seen adverted to, in reports of thi; 
operulioii, oceuned. 1st. The skin, bein<j:; very tense, retracted abou: 
three inches when divided, and also drew the next layer (one and a 
fjiiarter inch iliick, as before stated), as it was divided, down to an almc^ 
level surface ; and ilius rendered it impossible to keep the precise pos* 
tion of the middle line in the eye, through the whole length of the 
inciskm-Hiine inches. 52d, The fascia transveisalb and parietal peiiM>> 
neum were so atrophied by pressure as not to be recognized as disliixt 
layers either during or after the operation, instead of bmng thickened 
usual* 3d. Vk)lent efibrts to vomit, «. e., spasmodk: actbn of the 
doroinal muscles, have been not unfiequent in other cases ; and mtf 
not, therefore, in this, have been occaskmed by the annsthetic 4ik 
The tbbkness of the abdombal walls (one and a quarter lo oneaadt 
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iiair ioch) piodtioed much difficulty in c<»ptBting the edged of the tn^ 
cision. LargS' needles, two Slid three quarter incfties long, were m» 
nuM ; they mosl also be curvt r! and therefore annealed; and thus 
Iheir points were spoiled. Still the latter nnist be earned Hmmgh the 

wiJls obliquely, so as to pass between the abdominal aponeurosis and the 
peritoneum, while, at the same time, the former was hardly thicker than 
stout letter pnpfr, and the lattrr nnt rvrtainly recognizable at all. StiH 
the risk of peritonitis was not paiiiruhiily enhanced by the delays thus 
produced : since they occurn rl < tther whih^ the sac Still protected the 
periloncum, or while the wound was heiui^ closed. 

V. The appearance of the catainenial discharge,* seventy-t\^'o hours 
after both ovaries liad been removed, and its continuance for three days. . 
appears, at first sight, to contradict the idea, now generally entertained 
by pliysiologists, that these organs originate the nisus which tlius mani- 
f»*sts Itself. 1 should, however, consider the discharge, under such cir- 
cumstances, as a mere uterine hemorrhage, resulting from the congestion 
of that organ produced by the operation ; and as, therefore, being a 
most s&kitar]r phenomenon, and a highly favorable symptom. A patient 
on whom I operated, three years s'mce, for an extensive laceration of the 
perineum, had a similar phenomenon occur on the third dajr afterwardb ( 
'which also continued three days, and prevented the complete suoc^ of 
ttie operation. In that case, also, 1 think the exciting cause of the ho^ 
niorrhage was of the same general character ; the preceding regular pe^ 
liod having ceased a week before the oj)eration. I shall expect io leafil 
tliat the theory above alluded to is confinned by the future history of the 
present case. 

The fact that the urine became free ( § viij. every six houni) within 
forty hours after the operation, and continued so uniformly afterwards^ 
was regarded as highly favoral>le at the lime ; and this, togedier with thO 
fact, that, at the end of eighty-five hours, she evacuated the bladder with- 
out instnimental assi'itanco, wa;? thought to be inconsistent with the idea 
that peritonitis was then impciifling. 

VI. The pain coniplnnH tl of October 5th was probably produced by 
the patient's leaninii; upon lirr I'lbow in bed ; and that in the rlfrht iliac 
region, which occurred on ilie UhIi, a»id continued lour dav«^, 1 sliould 
nttribuic to her eftbrts. as she s;it up longer each dav, and to the pressure 
on the uterus, and perluij)s also on the lij^atures directly ot the small in- 
testines, while thus erect in bed. A somewhat constipated state of the 
bowels is another element in the causation perluips wuriby of notice. 

The violent attack of pain on the 19ih of November may or may not 
have been excited by the removal of the last ligature that morning. I 
incline to the opinion that it toas thus excited, though no undue fom 
was applied to the ligature, and it is improbable that the peritoneaiD 
was at all implicated. It appeared to me possible that some, at least, 
rvf the ligatui^ were adherent to the abdominal walls alone, at my last 
visit, five weeks before (October 16th). But, in regard to the two X^ffk* 
lures first brotight away, this opinion is shown not to bold, since they 

23* 



L^iyui^i^u Ly Ljoogie 



468 



Can of JJoubk Ovarian Dropty, 



were both wna'cti before they ^eft the pedicle. The last llsatureT how- 
ever, slipped off, as was shown by the loop still reniainiiig whole, acid, 
then fore, m\p\n have been retained by granulations in the abdominal 
walls lor diiys previous lu ils dtjlacbment. 1 judge this was the laa. 
and that a nerve being also implicated io its detachment, accounts ht 
both the supeificial character of the pab, aod the rapid culmioatkn 
of the ittack. I am, however, by no meana teoadoiisof tlua esphuialioa. 

But what hecame of the Ibiiitb ligatnfe, of which no acoount b na- 
dered by the patient ? I doubt not that it was lemoved together wilb 
one of the larger ones. In all four of the liaatores there were solImb 
threads of siUc. The last included two of uese, and I doubt not oae 
of the precedin£ was made up of eight threads, and the other of sol 
Two ligatures, thus removed together, would of course lie side by side 
when drawn out, however distant their internal extremities nmj hafe 
been before ; and the patient could not be expected to remember Is 
count the threads as they were removed. I shall doubtless request ite 
next patient to preserve them for subsequent inspection. 

Vn. The pedicles were divided thus, po^j : the oblique lines re- 
presenting the cut edge, the circle ( o ) the puncture made by die needle, 
and the dotted line the hn'e! of tlie ligatures — in order that the loops 
might slip off on applyini^ traction at the proper time, and thus the It^- 
tures be the sooner detached. It appears, however, that only one of 
tiiem became detached in that way, the rest having been previously 
untied. The one that slipptd, also, was the last to come aw ay ; but lh« 
supposition has already been hazarded tliat it may iiave left the pedicle- 
and probably did, soiiie days at least before it was detached. W heth»ir. 
tlierefore, my idea as to dividing the pedicle will prove ot any pracucai 
value, still remains to be decided. And whether tire loop usually slips 
off, or cuts out, or becomes untied, after this operation, is a question pr&* 
vious reports do not enable me to decide, and wluch I now . have under 
investtsntion. 

YUL The success of the operation I attribute to the Autitude aod 
confidence of the patient ; the comparatively slight adhesions <kf dw 
diseased mass ; the temperature, &c., of the room at the time and sub> 
sequently ; aeeuiate coaptation of the divided abdombal walls ; and die 
judicious after-treatment of Dr. Jarvis, seconded by the feithfiil attentioK 
of the three young gentlemen before named. 1 am positive that as much 
care and skill are necessary in dosmg the mcision properiy, as m pc^ 
forming the preceding operation. 

Whether the operation of ovariotomy is ever justifiable, is a questioB 
which would certainly be out of place here. It is the writer's opinioQ 
that, if the patient's general health is rapidly failing (but not already too 
far prostrated), and the tumor is found to be not extensively adherent, 
so fiir as all the known methods, taken together, c^u decide that quet^tbn. 
the operation is justifiable ; provided the patient, after fully under- 
standing its nature, strongly desires to have it perlonned. and has stioag 
hopes of recovery therefrom. But it is an operation never to be ureed, 
nor to^be undertaken by ao operator whose care dues nut include the mi- 
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nutest particulars, both piior and •obsequeot to its peiftmniioei whieb 

can affect its results. 

And 1 cannot close witliout al hiding to the oblipations under which 
the medical profession of our country has been placed, by the full and 
precise reports of his now numerous operations for the removal of ovarian 
diseases, which Dr. W. L. Ailee has given from time to time in this 
Journal. But for these, my patient might not, perhaps, have been res- 
cued from an early death. For only accurate and miiinie reports of such 
cases are of any practical value to others ; and this is the writers apology 
lor the length of this communication. 

Dartmouth College j Ftbraaryj 1851. 

Note.— It k a certainly not without intflreit, that the fint pa- 
tient on whom the operation of ovariotomy was perlbimed in thb coiin- 

try was an aunt of Miss G. (though by marriage only), whose case has 
just been detailed. The operation alluded to (being the mtnor opera- 
tion) was perfonned on the 5th of July, 18S0, by Dr. Nathan Smith, 
Profesaor of Surgery in Dartmouth College, and was successful. The 
patient was a Mrs. Strobridge, of Norwich, Vu^ »tat. 38. 

For an account of the case, see Medical and Surgical MeoMiiis/' by 
Pfathan Smith, M.D., Baltimore, 1831. 

The year is singularly enough omitted in the report of the case. I 
have ascertained of Dr. H. Hatch, of Burlington, Vt., who was present 
at the operdUoo, that it was performed thirty years ago last July. 

E. R. P. 



iETUEREAL SOLUTION OF lOOING. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 

Sir, — I hpo to offer to your notice a preparation of iodine, wliich is as 
ret unknijvvii tu the prolessiun, except to a few in this locality whose 
iiteniiDii I have directed to its efiicienc) as a counter-irritant. 1 have 
MO ployed ii in niy practice for upwards of ten years, and gen( rally with 
he most satisfactory results, in the most of those cases where the use 
>f the tincture is conunonly indicated. It is applied m the same way as 
he tincture, by means of a camel-hair pencil rubbed over the part, until 
t begins to produce a bummg sensation in the part ; then cover it with 
. pledget of wadding, so as to prevent evaporation. For the first fifteen 
niDUtes the burning sensation is pretty sevefe, so as to alarm aome 
latients. Yet it soon becouMS toleiable, but usually continues to be felt 
or several hours. The next day the cuticle has a dry hardened feel, 
itkvmg the iodine color; and great relief to deep-seated pain is obtained, 
n the course of two, three or four days, vesication will be observed 
round the edges of the superficial eschar which has now commenced to 
Li ppiuate ; and as the destroyed cuticle cleans off, a very copious dis> 
bai^e of purulent matter takes place, and may be kept up for two or 
iree weeks under the popular application of a cabbage leaf, or oiled 
Iky which i usually apply on the second day. The su&ce td the sore 
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assumes a fine i^ranular appearance, and heals without learmg a ao^ 
tiix. 1 have ofti ii tliouglit that, in cases of clironir inflammation of the 
jo'mt^. this applic^lion is more e^iripnt thaa Uie caustic issiie, icikiv 
paio (juit ktM*, nnfl can soontT Hp repeated. 

. I have fre*|ueiilly d<»riv< (i ;;[T*at benefit from keeping up a discharge 
fmm llie chest in chronic alis cnous of the lungs, making a sore the ^ 
of a quarter or half doiiur al a Liiue, and openiug a new sore as the oikr 
heals. 

This solnttori is very simply prepared. I <M)rnmonly use the sulphunc 
ether of the shops ; but the stronger the ethe^, the more etBcient b t: 
])r(>))aration. Hence the linportaDCe of obtaining a good article aodxtf 
full strength. 

I commonly put a quantity of pure iodine iato a phtal, ami atf sii 
phuric e&m imlll dnohred ; that is, the ether nxiBt be perfecdj nn^ 
rated. To make the solution as strong as possible, I haire added a fcv 
graioa of the iodide of potasmum, which furtheta the capability of ie 
ether to lake up more of the iodine. There are difiereot nodes ^ 
which -th» can he prepared, that will be readily suggested to yoor s>i»- 
ral readers. AH of thenii however, wiU tend to the sanne restilt. 

la some cases it may be used at a redocecT strength, according to ik 
amount of counter-irritation or stimulacian which inditidual caMsaif 
eeem to require. 1 atn yours truly, Robbrt Taomia. 

Jhnery N. H., June 1851. 



IMPERFORATE HYMBN. 

To the Editor of the Bonton Medieai and Surgical Journal, 

Dear Sir. — I submit to your dibpu:»al Uie following case, which ooca- 

red in May last. 

Miss , in the town of , in her Hth yc;ai . [io-»*ssinf a 

lolcraljly gcxid constitution, complained of a sense of vveifilii and disten- 
sion in th(! uteriiu; uiiil va'^iiial passages, accompanied xk uIi i^otne pas 
Her true situation was not known until a few hours before we wen 
called in consultation by the attending physician, Dr. Hunt. It htki 
decided that a thorough examination was necessary, Dr. W. W. Swat 
and isyself proceeded to investigate the cause of the difficult wtiA 
had now nearly impeded locomotbn. The parts being exposed, a o» 
vex tumor was presented to our view, projecting beyood the os es» 
oum, nearly four inches in diameter. This was covered with a dcasi. 
resisting membrane, rather thinner at its central portbn. The Ms 
was much distended, and circumscribed by a tumor reachiDg neadjtf 
high as the navel ; the whole of whicli, ai ting by its great proawuf ci 
the suironnditig parts, had nearly hindered the process of evacuating 
feces and urine. After a short consultation, we were unaannous io 
opinion that an operation should be performed Ibr her inunediate n^'r'. 
With a large-sized sprints lancet, a sufficient opening was made for lv 
exit of five pints of inodorous, dark grumous blood. This was fo!k»«efl 
by great lehef to the patient. A mild anod|yne being preaetibed, «i | 
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passed a very comibrtable Dighu The operation was completed the 
next day by divisions throughout with the probe-pointed bistoury, the 
Beshy membrane proving to be nearly three quarters of an inch in thick- 
ness at its attachments. Anodynes, mild laxatives, with emollient injec- 
Jons per vaginam, terminated the treatment, which resulted in the relief 
3f this young lady. 

The case presented somewhat an anomalous feature in its history, as 
t was declared by her friends that, from the first appearance of her cata- 
nenial discharge, which took place six months previous, her menstruation 
lad been regularly performed, with the usual concomitants attending this 
■tage. Tliis declaration at first suspended our decision, for further in- 
•pection to ascertain whether we had not mistaken an imperforalion of the 
lynieii for a retroversion of the uterus caused by a distension with a s'lini- 
ar fluid. As this proved not to be the fact, we supposed her friends to 
)o d<'reived in the quantity and quality of this fluid, originating, as it 
iiidouhiedly did, from the previous existence of a small aperture in this 
ontlninf; membrane, which gave exit to the tliinner portions of the 
lenstrual fluid, and afterwards became closed by coagula, or other ob- 
tructions, until distension became insupportable and demanded relief, 

WtsibiQok, Me,j Juiic dOlhj l8oU Very respectfully youi-s, 

Augustus Mitchell, 



THE BOSTOiN MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON. JULY 9. 1861. 



EDITORIAL CORRESrONDBNCB. 

Vienna (emUinutd), — Nothing in Vienna delighted me more thaD the 
latchleas machinery of the famoae Pierre Jaqnet Droz, in hi« androtdes 

r self-moving figures. He must have been one of the very highest order 

r mechanical ^^eniuses. He exhibited three of his automaton children 
?fore Louis XV. of France, in 1772, who at once raised him to disiinc- 
on, as far royal influence could dignify a man of such rare powers, 
oe of thesp liL^tires writes a beauiifal hrind — any sentence proposed — by 
mply cjuaging the dial pinte to a particular order of letters. The second 
*avvs the figures of aaiinaU on paper, and actually shades off a profile; 
id the third plays with its lingers on a keyed instrument something Eimi- 
T to a piano. They have all the appearance of life, eren to the expres- 
on of thoughtfulness. I was permitted to inspect the mechanism at 
iaure* while in motion and at rest ; and of all the complicated, inexplicable 
•mbinations of wheels, pinions, chains, endless screws, cams and levers, 
1 which my eyes ever rested, these arc llie most perplexing^ and astonish- 
After tlie inventor had astonished all France and England, lie made 
trip to Spain, vviih an expectation of reaping a rich harvest in that ihen 
ealthy kingdom ; but he had hardly commenced the exhibition before the 
quieition arrested him and threw him into priton for being in league 
uh the devil. Had it not been for the interest felt in bis case by the 
chbiaiiop of Toledo, who comprehended the nature of the mechanism. 
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and favored his escape, it thoudit he would have been burned alire. 
This sad misforlune darkened all his prospects, and stripped him of ibe 
avails of his ini^enuity. Hp flud, loavino; the autnimu in the strong box 
of the holy oiiice, where ih-n' remained till Naptileon eriicrtd, when, by 
the agfency of some friends who knew the history of the transaction, they 
were recovered and sent to Paris — not, however, till the uiifortunaie Dm 
and his equally talented son had been many^jrears in their graves. In tbe 
rough handlings to which they had been subjected, the apparatus got out 
df order, and no one could be found competent to repair ibem, till by ih« 
merest chance the present proprietori a young German, on learning ibir 
history, made a vi.sit of inspection. They were considered worthless, ai>i 
no one, however eminent as n mechanist, dared undertake the re'toratift*;. 
By persevering- study, Mr. Henri Martin, t)»e gentleman alluded to. di*- 
covered the principle of the movement, and they are now again in luutico. 
He would like much to go to the United Slates with them, but dreads the 
idea of crossing a turbulent ocean. Maelzers celebrated rope«daocenttii4 
even his chess-player, are not to be named in the same day of themostii 
with them. Here is a true mechanical movement, open for the meet 
critical examination of the spectator, while his was a deception. Cob- 
nected with these fignre<?, Mr. Martin has a miniature hr^ndcart, drawn by 
an old man, smokiuij^. He tu^s away awhile, stops and breathes hard, 
looks around, and then pulls a<jain at the load with all the naturalness of 
every-day life. It is the work ol a watchmaker, who employed his leisure 
moments in the construction, and realized 500 florins for his ingenuity. I 
iiaTe been more particular in speaking of thie exhibition, because it ii if 
80 rare a character, and evinces the resources of a mind, in the Alpine 
regions of Switzerland, in the person of Droz, which has not yet badi 
parallel in the history of inventions. 

The <rn\de took me, in one of our rnmblcs, to the picture galirryol 
Prince Lichtenstein — which is far more extensive than the trovernnien!.*, 
at Bellevue. A palace, of undctined, but certainly colossal dimensions, is , 
exclusively given up to the collection, A week might be profitably passed 
in this gorgeous display of art, and then the traveller would be onwiUiog 
to leave, if*'he possessed a particle of taste or enthusiasm for the divioe ait 
of painting* 

r rem the palace of the prince, a survey was made of the great hospital 
or, as it should be expressed in plain English, the General Hospital, hav- 
ing ample nrrommodaiions for upwards of two tliousand patients at once— 
and it is quite probable it may have two thirds of that number at the j 

S resent moment. A plot of ground, entirely surrounded on its ouur bor* i 
or by one row of buildings, must contain as many as fifteen 1CRS> 
Within, there are other long two-story buildings, containing wards, jattii^ 
from them towards the centre. None of them are modem, nor remnrksble 
in finish, or distinguished for conveniences. Their capacity, and the con* 
sequent circumstance of providing for so many patients, gives the hospital 
character; and on the whole, after havino" seen all the principal lio-^piuls 
in the world — certainly all that have claims on the score of scientitic ex- 
cellence — this ia believed to be liie largest of them all. The subdivisions 
are endless — for there appears to be a section for the reception of sscll 
malady. Diseased skins are by themselires ; broken and ulcerated aoe^ 
fractured bones, tumors, &c. beyond the power of recollection, are not 
onlv separate, but a medical man is set apart for the exelnsiTB ears d 
ttach. I have no lecollection of ever before having seen aomanypregasat 
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women to§:ether, as were walking about the grounds. The Military Hospi- 
tals, of which there are several, are near by, and form quite a tillage. 
No particalar description of them is needed. In the manner of medicat- 
ing and in the general armnircments, in the hospitals of the old w<Mrld and 
the new, there is no material dttference. After an experience of no ordi« 
nary kind, in the mnttrr of visiting' and ctn^r lv inspecrin^" thr??e institn- 
hiMis ill tlie four qnarlt-r*? of the world, I feel warrantiMl in sayiiii:, that I 
have never \ been into a hospital that exct-ls, in ( leunnce, nealncss, 
economy, ami comfort, the Massachusetts General Hospital, in Boston. 
Of the Lunatic Asylum of Vienna, there is not much to say, except that 
the old building now in use is round, like the brick tower of a wind* 
mill. The Inmates are in small rooms in the outside, and look through 
windows in their doors into a common circular passage. Still further 
inward towards the centre, are the apartments of the assistants, the offices, 
<kr. There are a snoression of stories. It i«! felt, however, to be a poor 
place ; and it is gratifying to learn lliat a new, niodern building, with the 
reqtiisiite crrounds, and all the late internal improvements, is in process of 
erection, and will be ready for occupancy in about two nionlbs. 1 saw 
some of the furious inmates pinioned to the bed, on their backs. Females 
were in the majority, apparently', but as no statistics were furnished, it ia 
impossible to state particulars. In the whole, four hundred and twenty* 
one are boxed up in the round tower, — kindly treated, but very inconve- 
niently lodq-ed. The medical superintendent gets n sninry of about S^OO 
a y^nr, and furnishes his own table. This' cla*-'* of phv^ieians are better 
paid in the United States than in any of the countries of Europe, with 
a few exceptions. 

Smoking being one of the leading pursuits of the people here, they 
must have suitable apparatus, and hence the manufacture of German 
pipes is an important branch of domestic industry. But rich as some of 
the show cases are in these contrivances, I have seen' nothing in the Aus- 
trian capital yet that comes up to a mouth piece and pipe stem shown to 
Bie in a ba/nr at Scutari, the price of which was two thousand dollars! 

In stun*' lornier letter, il was slated that a new mediral college was now 
bei[)g fmi.-hril at Pera ( iue of the three divL^-ions of Co;j>taniiiiople), quito 
as large aat Funeuil Hall. The medical college iu the suburbs ot V itijua, 
fully equals the capacity of that venerable edi&ce. As the government is 
a military despotism, the army requires the services of all the surgeons 
that can be educated. The school is therefore a large one, and thoroughly 
aiiLrlit. I sp<MU some time in the cabinet of anatoini«'al wax w ork^but it 
alls far below the rolleclion in the Pitli Palace at Florence or the great 
C^ivil H"^pi'al in Hon. p. The o'Iht \x\t\ of the rnustMim, the wet and dry 
ireparalKiub, are not remarkable, nor ij< the mn-( uin lar^c Apothecary 
hops ore here excellent, and medicines mucii ciitapcr than with us. 
Dontists are not numerous, nor arc ihey such nice mechanics as would 
ia%'e been supposed. 

Among: the novelties of Vienna, is the bird market. Quite a long 
treet, on one side, is in quiet possession of boys, old women and countn^* 
len, who bring to^eth* r a variety of little warblers, by the thousandfs. 
^Iie cai;es>-, bo\M<:, hn-i a ts, ^(^. conrnining them, are piled up in some 
Inrrs ton feet iiiL"^!!. There is, howex'er, a discT'isiini: accompaniment to 
ii- busiti('*>, wliicii takes awnv much of the pleasure that would otherwise 
c c'ljjtjycid in the uiidst of such a variety of uulcs and pluujage. Tubs, 
Lfs, ice, holding bushels, arc kept on hand, filled with auts* eggs, for the 
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food of the birds. These are at first taken for kernels of someViadtf 
grain; but, on closer inspection, young ones are teen forcing their vif 

otit of the loose sac in which ihey had undergone a series of metnmnt^hr^r 
Worms, loo, nre raised by quarts for the same purpose, and kept on iti- 
stands in dry bran. Whtnj a cuslomer stop>, the women thrust ibeir ha;.ii: 
down into ihe movinn^ vermicular mass, lift up a handlui of it, a&d pmse 
the quality, as other dealers do their wares. 

There are no market-bouses in the city. YegetaUes and fruits are nil 
in the squares ; and in the morning, meats, in movable atalist are occt- 
aionally seen on particular side-walks. All the necessaries of life tie modi 
dearer than in other cities in this part of Europe. Fuel, too, is bigii. 
Wood broiifrlii in from the cotmtry, or tip the Danube, cost? not far froo 
S10 a cord when fitted for the firc. Coal is brought from England for the 
boats on the Adriatic, bill in the interior is rarely to be found. MefJa 
sold in the streets, in temporary stalls, by females, in bags or Lubi>. Tae 
bread is extremely white, light, and nutritious. 

As in all purely Roman Catholic countries, wbile there are some iW 
are truly pious, others have a soperstitioas belief that miracles are wroogk | 
by marble and wooden saints, ^liniaiure arm?, legs, eyes, hands, finger^ 

made of silver, abound at the shop windows of silver smiths, aod ar; , 
purchased by persons who have been relieved of some bodily infirmity by 
pr-iving at the shrine of a saint. If, afier inijuiriunate Fupplicaiion. ike 
wooden saint relaxes, and the ciire of a sore sinti follows, then he is ori* 
menled, or the sides of bij* uliar are, with one oi these silver kgs, asi 
memorial of tbankfuloess. In some parts of Italy, wax modete i^easetbi 
dumb miracle^worker quite as well ; but in Rome, silver onea ate stock 
by the peck. 



Death of Dr. John P. Leonard. — It is with grief that we learn of ib 

sudden decease, at Middletown, Ct., of Dr. Leonard, late of Greenville. 
R. I. Dr. L. was well known to the medical profession in the United 
States, of which he was a worthy member, by numerous and valoaU* 
coninlmtions to science. He was a prominent correspondent to this Jour- 
nal fur many ycnrs; and while he residtd in California, his papers froffl 
that far-ofl^ region were not only new, but of a reliable character, and wwe 
extensively read and prized. We deplore his loss, for it i? great, not oolf 
to those more intimately connected with him, but to the comroanityit 
large. The following feeling tribute to his memory is from the pen of Dr. 
W. B. Casey, editor of the Middletown News and Advertiser, with whoa 
Dr. L. had recently associated him>clf in the practice of his profef^sion. 

" We cannot allow the death of our late associate, Doctor John P- l/^- 
ard, to pass by wiiliout a brief tribute to his character as a man and pliv- 
sician. Though our acquaintance with him has not been of very long 
duration, yet such was the frankness, sincerity and amenity of his di^pt* 
aition, that we fell as if we knew him intimately ; and, short*8ight«d hmv* 
tal as we are, indulged the pleasing anticipation of a long and frieoilly io* 
tercourse. It is but one month since he^came to our city for the porpo>^ 
of making it his residence. He enlered'al once upon the ncx'we duties ol 
his profession, and we think that the particular type of his disease was 
to his expo-^iire to malic^nant fever. 

" And tluii? It is constantly, that one physician after another is added W 
the list of martyrs in the cause of suffering humanity. How can anyow. 
with a moment*8 thought, indulge in sneers or jests with regard to theaMd* 
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leal pTactiiioner? Day after day, bearing hie life in hie hand, he goes forth 
to meet and stmggle with nortal enemies, a^aiast whose assaults he can- 
not be fore-armea. Alone and single-handed he contends with disease and 
death, in their most loathsome and revolting nsperts. No shout of en- 

courairemen!, no peal of martial music, stirs his blood and choers him on. 
No hope ol tame, no expectation of high reward and renown, animates his 
exertions, for often the only recompense that he can expect, is the con- 
sciousness of having done his duty. And often vanquished in ilie unequal 
conflict, he yields to his fate and is quietly laid in his resting place, while 
everything goes on as usual, and with the exception of a few mourning 
relatives or sorrowing friends, there are none to speak his praises or to 
cherish his memory. And yet when he dies, there is a hero gone ; and 
had he a martial prefix, and could his nnmerotis battles have been fought 
in the open field as it were, and before the eyes of men, his name would 
li ive been soundpH from one end of the slate to the other. Tokens of 
universal grief woulff have borne witness to his worth, and the si;itr]y 
monument would rear its head over his asiicb, uud poiuL uui lu luLure gen- 

aratioos the spot where a hero was laid. 

'*It was the intention of our late associate to make Hiddletown his horoe» 
and knowing him as we did, we can safely say that this whole community 
no less than his family and friends has sustained by his death a loss. 

••He was a g'ood, and an honest man, a conscientious and careful pbysi> 
cian, a warm and reliable friLMid, an affectionate husband and father. 

"Peace to his ashp>- ! — in the good land to which he, we trust, has gone, 
he will rest from his hibors, for there will he find no sufleriog to alleviate, 
no sickness to remove." 



Curvature Splint. — Dr. J. H. Smilie has submitted to us for examina- 
tion, a simple, but apparently elTecluai couinvance for strengthening the 
bow legs of children. Persons are not unfrequently met on the sidewalks 
with t^eir lower limbi more or le» carved-4he being swayed, a. 

it were, some inches from the perpendicular. In adult age, the expecta- 
tion of overcoming the distortion, cannot reasonably be indulged ; for the 
muscles, from acting at immense disadvantage, are ordinarily developed to 
an unusual extent, and the levers upon which they act have established 
relations not to be overcome. But in infancy, if a tendency exists to a curve 
in the lec;^ bones — and this is sometimes induced by the carelessness of 
nursery muni:? in allowing their charge to stand too much before the ossiti* 
cation of the bones is complete enough to prevent a yielding of the frame- 
work — means of relief may be applied with more hope of success. It is 
with a view to remedying this condition, that Dr. Smilie's instrument has 
been fabricated. Ii is not precisely new in principle, nor is this the first 
attempt in mechanical surgery to meet a frequent emergency; but the 
simplicity and cheapness of the article, with the encouragement of success 
that strikes the mind at sight, are recommendations of no common kind. 



Traveller's Tales. — Although at home npnin, readers will p'^rceive, 
perhaps with some surprise, thru editorial notes trom abroad are still in 
the process of publication. Tins anomaly is e.xplain'Mi by the fact ihat 
the manuscript from abroad had not all been put in ly))e on our return, 
and what remains on band is now being used, as legitimately designed, 
when mailed in foreign countries. 
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Artifieial Limbs, — ^Mr. Palmer, of Springfield, Ms., is in London, \nth 

specimens of his ing^enuity in the construction of artindul leers, which hare 
received the marked approbation of Mr. Lawrence, the <rrcat surgeon, and 
otliers, cMjnally di^linguished in thai line, from the coiilirieiil. Some oi 
his work in the world's fair has quite taken Eii^jlish and French artisis by 
surprise, on account of the ligiitness of the material, it^ strength, and ue 
perfect ACtioo of the joints. 



FuHk ffioltk in Boston and Vicimty.^Fwm the nnifoim testiiDooy of 
medical practitioners, the present is presumed to be an unusually healthM 
season. If parents would he cautious, as the various fruits come into rai^ 
ket, to give their children only such as may be fully ripe, yet free from d^ 

cay, no danic^er need be apprehended from a free u?c of them ; nor will ih€ 
public honlth be endangered. Fruits were intended for food in ihescaMos 
when they appear. 



Dr. Ware's Resolutions at the Suffolk District Medical Society, — At the 
adjourned mectiti;^ of this Society, on Saturday evening last, the resola- 
lions which were olicred by Dr. John Ware, at a previous meeting (relating 
to the parent Society, and which were published in our last natnber), woe 
taken up seriatim^ and passed nearly unanimously. There cao be ns 
doubt but the Counsellors will present them to the Mass. Med. So lety a; 
their adjourned meeting, in October next, for adoption; and, if adop'.£d, 
the annual meetings of this ancient and respectable Soci* tv will be h- le- 
afier of ail entirely different cliaracter from formerly; giving' more tiine for 
the reading of medical communications, and for the Irnnsaciion of such 
other business as niay be useful and important to its fellows. We think 
no fellow of the Society will object to the contemplated change, which Jt 
considered by many of the oldest and respected members eAsentuil to ia 
preservation and usefulness. *J.* 



hectares by Dr. EUlott, of New ForAr.— The following' notice oft 
course of lectures by Dr. Elliott, the welUknown oculist, the particulars 4 
which will be found in our advertising sheet of to-day, is from the New 
York Medical Gazette of July 1. 

"It will be seen by our ndvertisinir columns that Dr. Elliott, of this citj. 
announces a course of lectures on ophthalmic medicine and surg'erv. t-r* 
delivered during the coming winter, accompanied by microscopic and other 
illustrations, with clinical opportunities for practically teaching' the treat- 
ment of diseases of the eye, whether by medication, manipulntioo, at 
operations. 

" His qualifications in this department, it will be seen, are certified H 
Drs. Molt. Patti«on, Dickson, and Draper, all of whom have been, or ar=. 
Professors in the Utiiversity School, and also by Dr. Go!d«;miih, former!? 
Professor of Suriiery in the Colb p*' of Physicians and Snri;^eons of th:< 
city. Under the auspices of such men, Dr. Elliott is now about to present 
his claims as a public teacher to public and professional scrutiny. His en- 
larged experience as an oculist, and the popularity he has acquired as a 
practitioner, may possibly ser?e the interests of our medical coUeg^es by ia* 
viting students to this city ; for so complete a course as Dr. E. promises 
upon this important specialty is not prorided in any medical school in the 
country." 
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^910 th* Smie manage the Insane* — correspondent of the Evening 

Transcript, writing from Bratlleboro', Vt., thus exposes the tricks of trade : 
" Dr. Rockwell has upwards of 300 patients here under his charge, of 
whom not morr tlian 10 are foreigners. I was struck with the difference 
of the proportion manifest here, and in the ^Massachiiseits Asylum at 
Worcester, where more than half tlie patients are foreigners — chiefly Irish. 
The enigpnna is soon explained. As e? ery town in Vennont is separately 
charged with its paupers, care is taken» when a foreign insane pauper 
makes his appearance, to send him forthwith into Massachusetts, where 
le soon brings up in the Worcester Asylum ; and thus Vermont is relieved. 
The Catholic priests, also, are partial to the Worcester regfimen, and are 
iccustomed to recommend those troubled with *a mind diseased ' to make 
racks for Massachusetts. Fortunately our shoulders are broad." 



Medical Miscellany. — An old woman m Salem, 76 years of age, is be- 
lecked with a new crop of chestnut hair. These efibrts of nature at a re> 
lewal of any part of the system, often seem to induce immediate organic 
lerangement, and life is shorteiied by it. — The address on Med. Jurispru- 
lence, before the Mass* Med. Society, by Dr. Storer, of this city, reads 
t'ell.— Assist. Surcfeon Perrin, U. S. Navy, has found a new remedy for 
curvy, the Agara Arrf^rtrarw . — In eleven days, recently, not a death oc- 
nrred in the city of W'oi > rsicr, Ms. — Many of the diseases of children 
re supposed by the natives of India to be produced by devils in their bo- 
ies, which may be expelled by prayers of a particular character, addressed 
> Panchanana. — ^The medical profession in England are down upon life 
isurance, and a pamphlet is out by an actuary, to keep the public well in- 
ired, — Cholera has appeared at Fort Leavensworth and Santa Fe. It is 
Iso spreading along the Missouri plains. In 1850, there were 2,953 cases 
" divorce in Hungary. — In any sudden emergency, where an emetic is 
istantly required, as in a case of poison swallowing-, take a teaspoonful of 
'ound mustard in warm water, which acts fiuii kly and energeiically. — A 
:rvant girl, living in the family of a dentist, thrust her head through a 
ass door, and cut her nose entirely off, leaving it hanging to the firactorei^ 
ass. The dentist, who was a surgeon, immediately j laced the nose in its 
cation, and there held it until adhesive plasters were brought. The ac« 
ient occurred May 25th. On the 18th of June, the nose had been left 
ithoatany dressing, and is in its place, the scar being nearly unobservabie. 



To CoRRBspoifDBKTs.— Papm fmii Dr. Bow«lit«b,oa ilia InftMnee of tob»ee« w an Mlidota 

arsenic, have beeo received. 

R«aden will ootira lint fear mddilional pages of nailer era iiuwrted io the centre of this number 
the ioarml, to make up for oxtrs apace devoted to advertiienicnia. 



[>iKn.— Io Middlelown, Cl., of typhus lever, Dr. John P. Leooaid, late of Urcenv-ilk, R. I.. 
Jm 33d year of lus afe. 



'Jeatht in Boston — for Ihe week eiidin^ Saturday nw>n, July 5, 62.— {Vlnlen, 32— fnnalps, HO. 
ridcnial, I — apoplexy, 2— disease of brain, 3 — cnnsunipdon, 13^ — cnnt'iilsions, 1 — t roiip, J — 

ili!y, 1 — <ly<r()irrv, 1— dropsT, 1— dropsy of brain, 3— tlrowncd, 2— ervsi|M?la.<, I — fcvrr, I— 
bus fever, 1— lypboid fever, »— scarlet fev<*r, 4 — lung fevfir, 2 — brain fever, 1 — disease of heart, 
■inlanlile, 6«-iiiaamiiMitioD of ibe lungs. 2 — r<in<jesiion of lunspi, 2 — marasmus, 2 — measles, 1— 

ratgia, 1— old aee, I— pk'uri-*v, 2 — teethiri'i. 1 — unkiioss o, J. 

Jn«ler 6 year*, 2^1— J»eiweea i and 20 years, 9— between 20 and 40 yean, 18— between 40 
60 years, 2— over 60 yean, 9. Amerieans, 30 { foreifnert and childraa of Ibrriniert, 3S. 
lie above ineliidaa ^ death* at Uie City InalitniMNia. 
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Ehode Island Medical Society. — The annual meeting of the Rho^e 
Island Medical Society was held at ihi United States Court Room, Provi- 
dence, June 2'5th. The following geniiemen were elected officers for Um 
erL^uinn- year, viz. : 

I'rtiidenl^H'mm Allen, M.D., of Woonsocket. first Vice Prenduii 
^Wm. A. Shaw, M.D., of North Kingstown. Seamd Vice PreaUiM^ 
Joseph Mattran, M.D., of Providence. Bteording Secretary — J. W.T. 
Ely, M.D., ofProWdence. Comtponding Secretary — Henry E. Tafaer, 
M.D., of Newport Trcajurer— Charles W. Fabyan, M.D., of Profi- 
dence. Librarian and Cabinet Keeper for Southern District — OliverC 
Turner, M.D., of Newport. Librarian and Cabinet Keeper for yoTlktrx 
District — Svlvanus Clnpp, M.D., of Pawlucket. Censors — S. Augurtoj 
Arnold, M.f)., of Providence, Theophilus C. Dunn, M.D., of Newport, 
George H. Church, M.D., of North Kingstown, Jarvis J. Smith, M.D..ff 
Chepachet, Otis Bullock, M.D.» of Warren, Joseph W. Fearing, MJ). 
of Providence, Ezekiel Fowler, M.D., of Woonsocket, and Hiimm Cfefc* 
land, M.D., of Pawiuikct. 

Mark Ranney, M.D., George P. Baker, M.D., both of Providence, ui 
Thomas P. Moore, M.D.. of Warren, were elected Fellows of the Socieiy. 

Worthini^ton Hooker, M I)., of Norwich, Conn., and John Greene, Mi)l, 
of Worcester, Mass., were elected honorary membprs. 

The Trustees of the Fiske Fund announced liiai itiey had awarded u- 
Worthington Hooker, M.D., of Norwich, Conn., the premium of fifty dol> 
larsi forthe best dissertatibn on the subject of **Horo4Bopathy, so oiled, 
its history and refaiation/' 

A very ii t r^ sting, instructive and practical discourse was lead by Aiiel 
Ballou, M.D., of Woonsocket, upon the Reproduction of Lactation. 

The Society was favored with the presence of William IngalU, M.D.. 
Waller Channinrr, M.D., of Boston, and Abiel L. Peirson, M.D., of Salec. 
These gentlemen were invited to, and did address tlie Socieiy, and partu- 
pated in the discussions. 

Isaac Ray, M.D., of the Butler Hoi>pita), was appointed Orator ferdis 
next annual meeting, and J. W. V. Ely, M.D., substitute. 
0 

Chloroform as a Test for (he df teetion of Iodine. — ^I. Rahonrdin has 
made numerous experiments, which provf thai chloroform will detect r?rT 
small quantities of iodine in those liquids which naturallv contain tbt 
substance. If we take ten parts of a fluid containing one hoDdred thoc- 
sandtb part of iodide of notasittuiii, and add to it two drop» of nitric add, 
fifteen or twenty drops oi sulphuric acid, and one part of chloroform, tfe 
latter will, by shaking, assume a distinct purple color. Th-^se facts mat- 
be of use, but starch is donbtl(>ss the most delicate test we possess for 
detection of iodine. — London Lancet, 



Medical Practitioners in Rkhmimd, Va. — The number of pFacttttoDen 
in Richmond city is about one hundred, and as an impression i« abnv^ 
that there is '* a fine op^ninr]^ *' here, the immigration is ^c\]r\^ oa. 

The population of tlie city is about thirty thousand. The csLimat'i\ 
is one physician for fv^rv three hundred souls. Pretty good this, fori 
city the bills of morlaluy (if any could be made) of which would coropa*^ 
favorably with any city in the Union.— SislAoicopt and Ftr^'ftta Medi^ 
Chaette. 
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»POSED INFLUENCE OF TOBACCO AS AN ANTIDOTE TO ARSENIC. 
'^0 the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal* 

^-»The first of the following cbmmunicatbns I received a few weeks 
sefhrni Dr. Skilton,- of Troy. Ai his suggestion, and as I deemed the 
s an interestlno one, I laid it before the Boston Society for Medical 
)romnent. Doubts were expressed by some members as to the 
t of any mentc having been taken. These doubts I communicated 
i)r. S., with a request for further evidence, if he could give it, upon 

point at issue ; and I likewise asked liiin to state the facts in regard 
nher similar cases to which he iiad drawn the attention of the So- 
y in June, 1841. but of which the records of the Society gave very 
terfeet details. iVotwithstandinf^ Dr. S. considers his communications 

proiix, I prefer to send tlierii lo you exactly as he wrote thcni, 
6 subject, even as a mere suggestion, is of sufficient importance to al- 

of details of trivial matters. Yours^ Henry I. Bowditcb. 

Boston, July 7, 1851. 

Mrs* P— , aged about S3, mother of three children, obtained two 

ohms of arsenic of commerce, of an apothecary. She took it ally 
;ed with a viscid fluid, about % P. M., April 23, i8&l. Dr.Bonte* 
. was immediately called. He arrived in fifteen minutes. Her symp- 
is were extreme thirst, heat at the stomach, and vomiting. The 
nach contained no food, as she had eaten nothing since breakfast, and 
' been actively employed up tn the time of taking; the poison. The 
ient rejected all treatment, and Dr. B. observing hrr froqiifmt applica- 
IS to a vessel of cold water, iln t \\ into it a large dose ol tartar emetic^ 
I hastened home for a stomach-pump. 

3uring his absence, at half past 2, 1 arrived. The thirst and heat at 
stomach were increasing, with pain and constriction at the upptT 
t of the oesopha^fus, pain at the epigrastriuni, with violent cramps at 
sioiiiach, of a peculiar kind. Vumiting frequent. The practice 
?ady commenced was intended to embrace, in addition to the emetic 
rse, whites of eggs, mucilage, afterwards anodynes, then laxatives, 
I, if necessary, tke stomach-pump as an auxiliary, with whatever other 



tobacco, 1 proposed it as a main reliance. It was adopted, without, 
/ever, omitting albamea and mucilage of elm. The matten rejected 
24 




Having hastily prepared an infiision 
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by the frerjuent vomituig appeared to be a mixiure of ibe abcr*='-r??niKr- 
ed titicles, beuiog quaotities of a white povder believed lo be iif 

arsenic. 

The demands of our patieot for cold water were incessant and arrt. 
She drank often of it, and rorailed frequently. Tbe r»r.^ ad of tiie ft- 
mach piirnp. and the promise of coM water, induced her to dnnk larp'; 
of the toharco infu-ion. Sh^ drank, probably, three pint* belbrr f 
o'clock, the hour of my second visit. Up to that point ot linw. L'- 
mmp^ were incr-'iising in viokoce^ but the skin and tongue were Bafiss. 
as was the pulse. 

6, P. M. — There was no ptx^^iration ; she vomited le>5 oftco ; zrrc 
tendern*'" al the epitra-lriiirn ; headache. The other 5yrnptorn5 reroacv": 
with liiile cliaoL'e. Treainieut — mucilase. cold water, and a s-iA*' m- 
fu^ion of the tr)hacco. a lablespoonful eveiy LuiJ hour. 

8, V. M. — The tenderness at tht; epigastrium, with the betf wi 
thirst, not on the increase. She vomits only from the attempt mm 
low the nauseous infusion. The cramps a little less severe; the fit 
naloial ; headache ; drowsy and ehUlv by turns. At other tioes ah 

felt fint rate." Dr. Clapp, the Minify physician, saw her whh m^mi 
urged us to a continuance of the same course. Give m. teaspooL 
of strong tobacco infusion eveiy half hour. Sinapisms^ which M p 
viously been used« were lenewM. 

10|, P. M. — Dr. C. again met us, as also Dr. Brinsmade. 
still natural ; tongue slightly swollen, not red. All the symptoms «■> 
tinue, though much abated in violence. She sometimes expresses be- 
self bdier* The headache, however, supposed to be the eife cx of ^ 
tohacro, is no better. 

The danger appears to he past, and all the physicians express ^z. 
confidence in the tobacco as the important agent in lu r relief. Hh:- 
erto laxatives were avoided, with the intent of comhatinL'^ t}ie p isce 
cliiefly in the stomach, without urging it over any other ]>ortion ot la^ 
mucous membrane. (Continue the same treatment, giving a tea«poc^ 
of the infus. tnhae., once in one half or tliree fourths of an Ijour, 
with mueilniir, because the taste seemed to induce vomilinir. Astv 
modus operandi of the remedy was far from heinjj: settled in our mine- 
it was deemed prudent to continue it )()iil'*t, iliat it nmig^ht wani flC 
rigidity anci j>aralysis, if it should prove lo possess any sucli power. 

April i24ili, 8, A. M. — Tlie patient had slept from "2 till 6 oc\oA. 
Feels comfortable, iliouiih there is considerable soreness at the epir^- 
trium felt on pressure. Complains of headache and drowsiness oo be** 
questioned ; no vomiting ; the pulse natural ; the tongue slightly swvMea 
and a little reddened ; the thint and heat in the oesophagus and at ^ 
stomach nearly gone. Has had two dark stools— the first ehijefly scM 
and with no peculiar sensations ; the second thinner, floccitlent, gutaiA 
and occasioning smarting at the anus. Give a dose of oasftor oil, a^ 
repeat the infusion once an hour ; it had been discontinued since she til 
asleep, 

2, P. M.— -Verf little uneasmeas at the ilomaeh. The heat, iki^ 



Digitized by Google 



Tobaeeo m an AtUidaU to Arsenic. 



471 



nd stxMQDtch tenderness not all ^e. No vomiting; pulse natural* 
ias had three or ibor stools^^greenish and producbg smarting. Gave 
ie small dose of the infusion once in three hours. 

7, P. M. — ^Feels almost well ; has appetite ; calb for cracker panado» 
'hich IS allowed. 

25tb, 12, M. — Feels well. Took some rare-boiled eggs. 

526tb» 11, A. M. — Feels quite well, and b activdy employed at 
ard work. 

In thb case we note, the arsenk; taken on an empty stomach, produce 
ig the usual severe symptoms, which lasted fat several hours ; tlie 
riking character of these symptoms, wanting, however, in regard to the 

Ice IS on the ptilsc, both primary and secondary, as nothing was observa- 

le in it that indicated lnf!;iTnmation. During the same period we note, 
le large quantity of the narcotic poison adniinisten^d without prostra- 
Dn. It is doubtful, even, wliother the tobacco aided in producinu; 
nesis, except from its dIsauieeabJe influence oa the fauces and other 
'gans of taste. We iiote, the smarting produced by faecaiion. Most 
' all, we are to regard the rapid recovery. In twenty-nine houts, ap- 
atite returned ; in fbity-six hoars, she took boiled eggs ; in sixty-four 
5urs, she resumed her usual labor in health. 

The discussions on this case, which ^ook place nt a late meeting of the 
'roy Medical Association, have led me to a(lo[)L the following theory of 
»e modus epcrmtdi of tobacco as an antidote to arsenic. And that it 

a sufficient, an e^tuai antidote, I have become satisfied. Arsenic 
lb by firsn exciting inHaimnatkiii the stomach ; at least so it b in idl 
ises where it b introduced info that viscus. Tobacco, a powerful, seda- 
re naiconic, probably acts by benumbing the nervea or the stomach, 
td thence preventing or curing inflammatkm of the mucous coat of 
le organ. 

It may be further inferred that the abundant seeretbns of the mucous 
embranes, excited by the mafcotic,tead to prevent the absorption of the 
ineral poison. A« J. Skilton. 

P. S. — ^We used two ounces of tobacco in making the infuskm ; of the 
St ounce, one third of the infusion may have been left unused. 

[The following is the second communication received from Dr. S., 
id it was written, as T have stated, in con^efjMpnce of doubts having 
'on exj>ressed whether it \\ as thnt po^^sibie Mrs. P. could iiave taken the 
uouot of arsenic stated by Dr. S. (viz., 3ij.) and have lived.] 

7f«y, iV. y., JuM 14, 18ol. 
Dear Doctor^— -I was gra^fied bv the receipt of a line from you, 
ited the 1 1th inst«, and am glad to hear that the brevity of my com* 
unication on the poisoning case, was one of its faults* i believe I 
ited potUioebf that Mrs. P. took s ii* of arsenic of commerce. I did 
. because, under circumstances of the kind, it would be esceedinglv 
fficuk to strengthen the belief in the verity of the case, b the minda 
the medical men who saw her and noticed the case, by any «mto6o- 
^ee or a ccmmialh t tetiimonjf. 



Tobacco as an Aniidoit to Anenic, 



The first knowledge wlilch I had of the use of tobacco for poison (tf 
tlie first liint) 1 might say) was derived from noticing it as denomio^ 
an alexiphannic in the antiquated and unpiir>,« d pharmaceulical vnb 
of centuries jpost-^b's term, in those works, being accompeiiied vii 
some descriptive stateroents. The works themselves nmst now be coo* 
sidered of too little value to be relerred to by nosie, unless on aotiqaarai 
grounds. 

2d. Miss E., now the principal of the Troy Orphan Asyhun (s pa 
she has occupied little less than twenty years) described to me heron 
case of poisoning by arsenic (by accident), and the happy roistalceof 
her being led to swallow an tnAision of tobacco, whtcb suddenly csRi 
ber. Miss E. is one of the most intelligent ladies of our age, inA Is 
respectable character would conspire to render the details of her ota 
case of equal value witb similar details fiom the pen of may wAiit 
cated physician. 

3d. A lady in a town in New England, adjoinincf the one in vhrt 
jVIiss E. then resided, also took arsenic by mistake, and the tobacco be«« 
relied on in tlie case, the cure was so sudden as to make the case eqtialH 
wonderful with the previous one. Both of tliese cases were stated in i 
No. of Silliman's Journal, some two to four years previous to 1339, by i 
clergyman who resided near them. The statements were copiedi jeaa 
later, into other more ephemeral perioi-lu ais. 

4th. Sept. 4, 1838. — Child of John Center, negro, aged about 4 of 6 
years, fond of eatinir gravel, loam, plaster froni the walls, &,c., looit i 
quanlily, iiow much caunol be told, of arsenic julxed witb aid buckwbttl 
dour. It was prepared to kill rats, and laid in a closet in a woodeo 
odier dish, to which the child got «ocess while the mother was sot < 
work« The child said it had swallowed of it ; its mouth was liill of 
and hands also, and it was found greedily devouring the mixtere. 1 
was called to see the chOd between 5 and 6, P. M. I tbund it flda>' 
ing great distress, with short moan»— tbint, heat and tumelkctm of the 
abdomen, some spasmodic action of the intestines and abdominal omlft 
I returned home, a distance of four hundred and fifty yards, to esanae 
the cases in Silliman's Journal, above referred to, and theo basteaeda 
prepare the infusion of tobacco. I poured a gill of boiling water oi 
about one third of an ounce of cut tobacco, stesped k twenty mioutfi. 
but commenced to use out of it in three or four minutes, giving at shot 
intervals, say five mtnntes, a dessert spoonful of the tea. Nearly all tb; 
gill was given. Confidence in the dnig was strong ; still I thought it pro- 
dent to give half a drachm of iperac. in the tpa. Slight vomitin<: ^^i' 
induced, and the bttckivhrat batter was tiirown up. Mv note of tb- 
case was of slight importance, except as regards the time. I dii«ki 
stated to the Society in Boston that at breakfast time, next day. 
child ate a nisk (biscuit'). This was probably arrurately stated, bu! I 
now find that I made a minute in my account book, of a visit to i^-^: 
family on the fifth and also on the 6th SejU' inher. The most striki^^ 
fact which I noticed was, that the pain, and also the distension of ih? 
abdomen, abated before any emesis uxjk plane. To recapitulate, il» 
child was previously in good health — took the flour and arsenic, vtf 
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soon in great pnin. The other symptoms of the poison by arsenic oc- 
ciirred, exrf^pt vomiting and diarrh(ea. Relief soon followed llie use 
of the tobiicco infusion. 1 have no recollrction of aticndins; the rfiild 
on the following two days, hut presume that I should not have failed 
to call and notice its condition. No symptom of intrrest could have 
occurred on those days, save tlie singular rttcovery of tho < hi!d. 

May 25th, 1839) 1 was called to see Mrs. M., who look arseiiic mixed 
with dour or meal three or four days before. She did it for self-destruc- 
tion. The quantity is unknown. I was called upon in her case at tfie 
tirsi, but not being in uiy office, slie remaiiied in th*^ hands of another 
physician the term of time above stated. He used merely evacuants 
and demulcents. I attended her till the 9th of October fiiliowing. 
Eventually rigiditr and paralysis came on, and it wts aome two yeam 
belbra sho otxaU oold and uae the neecio. Noibtng in thia case occurs 
red of interast legerding tobaocoi except thai I gave tbe infusion at 
short btervab) in moderate doses, lor some three days firooi May 85. 
She always afterwards represented that she experienced marked relief 
fiom the tohaoco. 

In two other eases I gave the tobacco infusion. In aeitber case was 

it certain that arsenic in a dangerous quantity had been taken. In one 
of them tbe individual stated that she had taken a large dose of it, and 
bence, as a measure of prudence, I gave the nlusion somewhat liberally* 

No dangerous symptoms took place from any cause. 
In the other of the two cases, about tliree fourths of a grain was be- 

ieved to have l>een swallowed, having been used in a hollow tooth. 1 
preferred a mndcmte dose of tobacro infu=^ion. to nn nmetic, in tliis lady*8 
;ase, for sjn/cul reasons. She suiiered jnuch from the fieadarhe for 
wenty-tour bouis, as did Mrs. P. in tbe recent case, doubtless iroiu the 
tobacco. 

It may now be inquired whf»t!ier I use tobacco mvself. 1 answer in 
he negative. But I know sometliing of tiie edects of arsenic on ilie 
stomach, by personal experience. It was given me by accident, at the 
'Jose of typhoid fever, in the dose of a teaspoonfnl of Fowler's solution. 
Hie spasm and the vomiting in the case first meaiioaed called forci- 
))^ to my mind the terrible action of iliai small dose of this active 
Dioenil. 

Of Mrs. P. (tbe patient whose case is detailed in tbe first letter) I 
vould stale that she is not a person addicted to stratagem— is not crafty, 
the is of an irritable and violent temper, abusing, with the greatest 
teedom, a (neodly neighbor, an unofifending child, or an amiable and 
jnd husband. Forther sdll from the maniiestatioo of cuimiog or coo- 
ealment, she will, when under tbe influence of even a maU dose of anv 
limulating liquor, exercise the same temper without reserve, and with 
tcroised boldness. The occurrence of indications of increase in tbe 
amber of her fiyaily charge, invariably occasioos manifestations of great 
ige. On some such topic, a domestic ferment took place on ilie d3d 
Lpril. She was throwing out threats, among which that of aeU'-dfWtrac* 
on was overheard by more than one person. On the aboveHBcetioned 
ay, she sent ber daughter to tbe child's aunt for tbe loan of a few 
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cents. Havln:^ obtained thorn, she immediately sent lh<^ rlii;d (abrnjr 
10 years of aije) to a dnifr^ist's near by, whose clerk sold her 5 ij. of 
arsenic. Tliis sh<» carried lo her motlier, who had water wanning on 
the «love, prepamiL^ to mix up the powder. At this juncture a Miss 
who, willi her M^ler Mars^aret, was often in at the patient's liou*^, ran 
into an adjacent room, savin l,' that Mrs. P. was al)oul to take soni.^ [Koi- 
son. She was in the next nmiuie followed by Margaret, screaming oui 
that she had actually taken the poison. 

The statement given in the first two hours after it was taken, ins, 
that her daughter begged her mother not to take the " poison," and wis 
joined m the effiirt to persuade her far Margaret, who, 6nding het cftib 
likely to fail, seized her arm ; that Mis* P. poshed her ftway with oai 
band, while with the other she conveyed the poison, which was io a cof) 
to her lips, and swallowed it. Both Margaret and the little girl scma- 
ed— crymg out, why could you, mother?*' &c., and ran out, nolifjiig 
the neighbon, relatives and the husband, and calling for phjsidaas ■ 
various directions. The unfortunate woman declined all treatment; Itf 
at a later period (as I am reminded by Dr. Bontecou, U> whose notict 
these papers are committed) she seemed excited by pain and fear, ud 
even atfection for her little ones, and by that means, as well as otiicn, 
already referred to, she was induced to struggle to escape tbe impendinf 
fate and to obtain relief. Hence she swallowed with some readinesi tbe 
nauseous doses given her. 

She admits to her husband that ^he really did take the arsenic, thoo:^ 
to nt!ieT^ =^he, apparently under tlie ijifltit nrf» of sliame and to avoid 
mark*!, denies the fact. Her husband has no doubt that she did 
the poison. I should state that the dnii;L;ist carefully labelled ilie pack- 
aije, " arsenie," " poison," according to law. Tlie labelled paper 1 
saw, as did uilierb, when it was picked uj) fmm the floor. 

There was no suspicion, irregularity, or unnatural absence of corres- 
pondence in the detail of events, and the progress of symptoms in the 
case* Yours truly, Avery J. Silii^toh. 



OVAIliOTOMY. 

To the Editor oftht BoUm Medwal «md Surgkal JwmaL 

Sir,— The subject of the followins; notice was about 45 years of age, 
and had ever, until recently, enjoyed good health. Several irears nice, 
a tumor appeared in the lower region of the abdomen, whicb gradualr 
increased in siw until this cavity was completely filled by it. So exces- 
sive was the dilatation at my first interview with the patient, I could 
detect no distinct tumor ; and Ibr die double purpose of inv«stig«iiaa 
and of relieving the patient of a distressing burden, thirty-eeven pooodi 
of turbid serum were withdrawn— without, however, revealing a tumor er 
cyst ; its collapsed body had descended into the pelvic cavit7« Further 
explorations were postponed for a space of twenty-three days, when 
the distended tumor was again rapidly rising into the abdomen. Its ^• 
perior outline was well d<£ned| lorming an arc which was sunnoimted 
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Vf two small globular bodies, and it acquired its subsequent develop- 
nent with great activity. No doubt could now be entertained that the 
Iropsy was encysted, and the practical consideration of the case in- 
olved the propriety of extirpaiion of the cyst. It was beyond all 
uestion certain that the patient's life would be terminated by tlie disease 
t no Hi^tnnt |)<'riod, and it was also considered that as far as her phy- 
iolo^;ical cuiKiiiion was concerned, there was reasonable expeciaiion of 
^covery from an operation. These opinions K sultpd from careful exa- 
iiiiations ; and as the {mtient was solicitous to take liie issue o{ aa ope- 
ition, it was perfoniieiJ. 

The intei^uinents were divided, the serous contents of the sac dis- 
harged,and the abdomen opened by an incision twelve inches in length, 
rhim freely exposed the mass of the collapsed tumor. It was without 
dliesioa, and was attached to the ovarium and broad uterine ligament 

V a short pedicle, which was secured by a double ligature anjd divided, 
he abdominal incision was then carefully closed. The operation pre- 
mted no difficulties, the respiration and circulation were unembarrassed, 
ad when the patient awoke from her induced slumber, she expressed 
er gratification that the operation was, as in all respects it seemed to 
e, auspiciously concluded. 

Aside from the tumor, the pathological conditionof someof the internal 
so era was unpromising. As it was possible to es^cise the cyst without 
splacing the uterus, this organ was not seen, but some apprehension as 
lused by sceinij; that the intestines were in a state of congestion, which 
as hoped to be due to protracted pressure, but which was unquestiona- 

V the remote cause of death. The tumor was an immense unilocular 
St. bearing upon its walls tlie protubpranrps already alluded to. The 
alls of the cyst werr thin, dense, an(i of a wliiie glistening ajipear- 
ice. So slight was the mass of this siiii^nlar tmnor, a quart cup would 
(ulain it ; vet when distended, its dinKusioiis were enormous. Union 
the wound was accom|)lisl)e{l at the end of the fourth day, and for several 
lys more the prospect of recovery was encouraging. There had been 
ght manifestations of intestinal iniluiiiinaiion, which appeared to sub- 
le favoraUly. but vomiting and consiipaiiuii, too obstinate to be over- 
ine, occuned, and tin: paiieiit sank ou the twelfth day from the ope- 
lion. An inspection, after death, revealed a gangrenous condition of 
e intestines and parts adjacent to the pedicle. 

I was associated with Dr. Brooks, of South Hadley, in this interest- 
l case, which received from him his assiduous attentions. 
1 wilt take this occasion to express the opinion that the usual method 
securing the arterial vesseb of the pedicle, is not very creditable to 
.ence, however necessary it may be thought to be for the safety of 
u The irritatkm caused by ligature upon large masses, by contact 
th peritoneal surfaces, and especially by maintaining an aperture for 
3 adinission of air into the abdominal cavity, must be a very serious 
stacle to recoverjr. In the present case, I regretted that 1 allowed 
) ligature to remain, for without the least difficulty the open mouth of 
=>ry vessel was seen and tied teporotely before closing Uie abdominal 
iisioQ* 1 think the chances of recovery would be essentially enhanced 
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by dispensintr altogether with tliis clumsy couuivaace afler the Tesseis 
aie iiidividualiy s<»cured by a close-cut hgature. 

Respectfully yours, Jami^s Dkane. 

Gnenjield, July 4, 1851. 



EXCESSIVE MEDICATION INDUCED BY THE USB OP NOSTim 

FAOM TU£ PRIZ£ DISSERTATION OF DR« J. O. 07 KJl1¥ IOUL. 

Among the most prominent of the pernicloua influences of nostrums^ b 
the habit of medication they foster. Works upon family medicine, it s 
well known, through the efil^cts they create upon the uDagioatioosQfpi- 
nents, afibrd the dispensers of drugs by no means the sinallest sban of 
their gains. The child is ailing, perhaps, from over feeding, or fan 
some trifling disorder, needing merely abstinence and a little care (orie 
restoration. The medical guide-book is at once consulted by tlie anikw? 
mother, who, in the array of symptoms presented as incident to ih' 
alfection?; of cliilrihood, fancies she traces the very case of her crflspfffis, 
and an invincible feelii»<; prom[)ts her to resort to die alleged m^us 
of cure. It is astonishing how far the imagination niny carry us is 
this respect. I venture to say there never was a ineclical st«<ieou 
who, in the first year ol his pupilage, did uot fancy himself alriicied, 
and that, too, grievously, with every malady that came to his noi«, 
whether in hooks or at the bed-side. 1 never shall forget, in my student 
life, Miv'n£ everv miiocent man whofu 1 incL wiiii an axe on his sliouliJer, 
a wide berth. 1 had been reading that day of surgical accidents. Soil 
b with nostrums. Their introduction to the public is in most cases %. 
popular treatise on diseases, a family medical guide, where the ilb ^ 
Dumanity are glowingly- portrayed, and theur ready suhmisstoo to tbe 
nostnmi in question vividly illustrated. By arresting the atteniioo, tlicf 
arouse the imagination of the reader, till he feels himself an iovaltd wiAa 
strong impulse to resort to the proposed reliell Many diseases ace tlm 
produced, while others are increased and perpetuated, the attention lia^g 
directed to the disordered part ; while employment, which diverts then- 
tention from disease, often cures it. It has been well said, tliat attes- 
tkm to any part of the body is capable of exalting the sensibility of ikt 
part, or causing the consciousness concerning its state to be affected iu a 
new manner. Thus a man may attend to his stomach, till he feds li^ 
process of digestion ; to his heart, till conscious of its contractions : w 
his brain, til! fie turns dizzy with a sense of action within it ; to anyn' 
bis limbs, till they tingle; to himself, till tremblingly alive all over; aod 
to his idras, till he confound them with realities.'* 

Imaginary diseases, those which are by far the most difficult to nuB- 
ag»', and which often produce more unhappy consequences than ival 
ones, are thus induced. Tlie appetite grows l»y what it A*e(k uiWQ. 
When one nostrum fails, another is resorted to ; hikI ininiberis are th«t" 
successively consumed, till the individual who, at the outset, may iu*. 
had no disease at all. or at the best some trifling oue, becomes a conEnc- 
ed iu valid, weak iu body, aud weak m miud. 
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Tills habit of medication has further one most serious difficulty con* 

nected with it, well known to the experienced practitioner, and most care- 
fully guarded against bv him, which the pubhc should well understand. 
It is that the efl<?ct oi medicines, the safest as well as the most d;m<^er- 
ous, when often taken, is to continually become more and more inopcn- 
tive. Tlie system, Through its physiolo2;ieal laws, beconi'es itseli halii- 
lualed to their n^ception as well as the pati^iu to their proriinnL'. so that 
a dose wiiich to-day would answer all the purposes re(juired of it, a 
lorlniiiht hence would prove entirely ineffectual unle'^s it were doubled 
;uid trebled. The dealei-s in nostrums have iiiiieniousi v availed ihem- 
selves of this principle, and nn^ constantlv urging upon their patrons, as 
a reaion ior a[iy inefficacy ol lIu ir coinpomuls, the want of a sufficiently 
large potion, a reason felt to be most plausible by the ronsmner, throu;^h 
the demands of a disordered fancy, especially as he is told lliat the in* 
gredients are harmless. It is on this account that, in these days, many of 
the moat noted secret remedies are launched upon the public in half- 
gallon bottlee, that compounder receiving the most applause who will 
give the most medicine for a shilling, as if those who imbibed the most * 
were the soonest to be reinstated in health. 

The injurious effects of nostrums in fostering disease, and encouraging 
undue medication, is especially evident during the prevalence of epi* 
demies. Both in their use and in the manner of their difiusion, they in- 
terfere with and essentially contract those sanitary arrangements which, 
It such times, are established for the good of the public. Abundant op* 
ooriunity for testing this .was presented within the last year, while the 
\siatic cliolera was rife in our principal cities. I am abundantly sus- 
lained, by those most conversant with this scourge, in the statement 
htit one large element in detenninini; its attack in individual cases, and 
wwerliilly condurifv.; to its fatality generally, was that of fear openiting 
ipon an ima^inaiion exeiti-d by the perusal of inflammatory noiiees 
iceompanyin^T nostrums universally paraded as preventives. It is a mat- 
er fully established, that in numerous cases of those predisposed to this 
lisease, the use of such nostrums was the direet source of its manifi'sta- 
ions. So lar was this drugging mania carried, that I knew directly of 
wo cases pf slight general indisposition, and indirectly of many [uoie, 
vhere a certaiii secret remedy, made to bear the double duty of a lini- 
Dent for horses, and a cholera preventive for men, was freely partaken 
if. 1 do not now, however, refer so much to the direct uses of these 
losfrums, as lo the pernicious influences brought to bear by unprinci- 
Jed men, at such times, u[)on communities through their stimulating 
ears of exaggerating dangers already sufficiendy appalling; by excited 
ppeals to the public, setting forth, with all the powers of rhetoric 
ind logic, that in their remedy lies the only avenue of safety. ]f our 
loards of health could take eracient measures to suppress the interested 
niblieations of venders of nostnmis, circulated assidtiously among all 
amilies in the season of epidemics, and calculated to arouse a universal 
>anb, they would, without doubt, effect as much beneOt, as in restraining 
ttfaer, perhaps more palpable, but not a whit more injurious nuisances. 
JVantacHims of the Med. Society of the Slate of New York, 
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TREATMENT OF ASPHYXIA FROM DROWNING AND HANGING. 

TWOm Sft. D. B. IT0BEm*8 ADORSiS BKPORC THC MASS. WOO, SOCIXTT. 

How little understood, amon^^ many of the well-educated and rntelli- 
gent in our coiniuunity, i'-' t!ip treatment for the restoration of the drouTi- 
ed ! How Tiinnv lives must have been sacrific»*d hv the barbarous rus- 
torn of sii>[)rii(li(ifj; the nsjihvxied by the feet, or iiuii Iv mllin-j them upon 
barrels wiiii ilie head dependent, for the purpose ol Ireein^^ ihe lun«!S of 
the water with which they were supposed to be filled ! — a < nsioru wbid, 
within a few years, iias lailen under my immediate obsei vaiton. 

How many, apparently dead, have been restored to tlieir affliclai 
friends by means of lonii;-continued, scienliBc efforts ; by having lb«r 
bodies carefully dried, and exposed to a moderate temperature — thtii 
beads and shoulders elevated — their lungs artificially inflated ; by 
exhibition ofextenuil and tnteinal stimulants, and Hidicioiis venesedioi! 

How many have thus been resuscitated^ after all human me^ns seea- 
ed unavailing — long after the by -slanders have ceased their effijits, aid 
none, save the almost frantic parent or child, have in silent pra) er cos* 
tinned their exertions ! Numerous eases might be cited to show tki 
life has been re-called afbr a body has been immetaed (or a vety ka; 
period. These instances should cheer the desponding, and eocoura;^ 
them to labor while there seems the slightest possibility of festoratiaa. 
Allow me to illustrate this remark with a single example, which w 
published during the last year in the " Northern Lancet and Gazette 
of Legal Medicine." It was communicated by Charles McNeil, Erq-. 
of Charlotte, Vt., and is the touching story of a grateful father. "Ooe 
of my son/?, 9 or 10 years of a'^e, was on Sunday afternoon, in Aurr^ 
1S30, found TO he niissiii!^. On inquiry, I ascertained that he had lis 
been seen playing on a Ixxat lying at the wharf. Th<' day was calcr. 
and the waters of Lake Champlain still and unnifilt d Uv a ripple: Usl 
knowing that he liad been on tlie boat, his broiiier was i>ent to seated 
(or him, but he returned without any lidini^s. Once more he retun?« 
to the boat, and, looking carefully in every dirertion, discovered him W- 
in<r on the bottom of the lake in ei^ht feet of water, where he mu?: 
have lain lialf an liuiu, il nut loniier, when he was bnniLiht to the 
filce. I received the body : it was rigid and cold, as al«o were tlie liiubs; 
a bluish cast was spread over the countenance ; the deep solicitude of i 
' father discovered no signs of life— no heat ; the heart was stilled, aa^ 
the lungs quiescent. No more would 1 have anticipated the prosqcc 
of life, if he had been submerged for several years ; and had 1 atft 
some days |)revious to ' the accident, providentially read io an old paptr 
an article by Dr. Buchanan, of Philadelphia, on the subject of reitoriig 
suspended animation after submersion, we should have consigned tbi 
body to the grave, as it was recovered from the lake. The b<^y hen* 
placed on a bed, some of the neighbors were directed to rub it farisklf 
with flannel cloths — an order which they obeyed with great reluctamt. 
from the thought of performing this oflke on a corpse ; and I will ad- 
mit that I somewhat entertained the same opinion. Still, I would fas 
hope, and urged on my friends the continuance of their exeitioos ; ife 
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friction was persevered in ; wann 6anoel sheets were applied in rapid 
fluccessioa. Thb treatment was continued for tl)itly or forty minutes, 
when we were gratified by hearing a feeble murmur in the throat) follow- 
ed soon after by a sli<<ht quivering of the lips. The case, however, was 
enveloped in doubt and obscurity for a long time, as the lecoveiy was 
extremely slow." 

The above remarks might, with equal propriety, be applied to the sub- 

jrrt of liamorlno;. Many judicious general practitioners entertain the mnvt 
vague and unsati^fncfory notions regarding: its pfinnonienn. They not 
only are unacquainted with the several appearances pmcliiffd in indi- 
vidual cases of suspension, but they really are not aware how (h aili is 
produced ; and, cerebral apoplexy not uulrequently being considered the 
( iiust , copious depletion, employed instead of arti6cial respiration, checks 
tile vital current forever. 



CABB OF STRICTURE OF THB URETHRA. 

BY JAMES r. CRVlKSHAliX, M.D.| DALMBLLWOTOK, AT«SilJRE, SCOTJJLMO. 

The recent introduction, by Mr. Syme, of a mediod of treatmg stric- 
ture of the urethra by incision, has brought within the range of surgical 
relief a certain class of cases, which hitherto have been regarded as 
irremediable by the usual method of dilatation, and which in some cases 
even demanded immediate relief by puncture of the bladder. But as 
new methods of operatin|; are generally slow In being adopted, more 
especially when such surgical interference Gnds a place among the minor 
operations of surgery, 1 think that medical men, and chiefly those prac- 
tising in large country districts, are bound to record tlieir expfTience, 
uhen they have had any opportunities of putting new methods of cure 
to the test. Upon the principle, also, that every case ought to hu re- 
corded in which any new operation has had a fair trial, whether tlic re- 
suit shali have been favorable or not. I beg to publish the following 
case. I have withheld its histor} till now, for this reason, " That 
strictures which have been curt d in the ordinary way, by dilatation, 
are often apt to return in some degree upon exfK)sure to cold and 
Wet, even when gonorrlKea lias iioi been a^ain contracted." 

About the beginning of November, 1849, James Macrae, a miner, 45 
years of age, and of rather intemperate habits, consulted me regarding a 
stricture of the urethra, from which be had su^red with more or less 
severity for about three years, the result of an acute gonorrhoea, which 
had lasted some weeks, and had given way under the ordinary treatment, 
without injections* 

The stricture was a very tight one (admitting with difficulty No. 2 
bougie), and situated at the bulb of the urethra. During a period of 
about two months I continued to dilate it regularly, in the usual way^ 
by the introduction of metallic bougies, till No. 8 of the scale could be 
introduced. Gradually, however, he began to suffer much pain from the 
passage of the instrument through the canal, and latterly had rigon, 
succeeded by severe constttutionaT inritatioDi which confined bini to bed 
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' far some days, I did not venture, to ki traduce the bougie for more than a 
week flfter his recovery fiom thiB attack, and oo doing so, I found that 

the stricture had contracted to its originnl size, so that 1 could \\ th diffi- 
culty introduce bougie No. 2. A small hard swelling, with indistiiiel 
fluctuation, now appeared at the seat of stricture. Being under the ne- 
cessity of working constaDtiy, and, from the nature of his empiovment, 
to sit on the wet ground (circumstances which tended to aggravate iirs 
complaint), he was naturally anxious for -onn* cfr^-rtinl nnr! <:peed} cure. 
At this lime I had orrn'^ion to be in i^(iitil>ur*:li lor a (lav or two. and 
availed myself ol ilir ojiportunity of seeing Mr. Syrae perfomi his o{>eni- 
lion for the relief of stricture upon tvs o patients. I determined, accofni- 
ingly, to try it; and, on the ;30lli January, 1850, with the ready con- 
sent of liie patient, and the help of my a^^sislant, liic late Dr. M'Curfiy, 
1 pel formed the operation as directed hy Mr. S. 1 introduc (J a irroovcd 
bougie, of very small dimensions (about IS'o. '2), and made aa incision 
in the raphe of the perineum, over the seat of stricture, which 1 com- 
pletely divided. On making the incision, <a small quantity of fnatter es- 
caped, which had fonned in the tumor J have already noticed as enisl- 
ing. 1 then introduced No. 9 catheter, which was retained during kmj' 
eigtki hours, without much onea^ness. The urine continued to come bj 
the wound ibr five days, when it began to flow by the natural channel ; 
and in three weeks atter the operation, he was able to resume his woik, 
the wound having heated slowly and well. 1 introduced catheters Nos. 
11, 12 and 13, once a-month for three months, with ease, and witbont 
pain or rigors. He then left tbis part of the country, and I saw no moie 
of him till about the end of March, 1851, when he appeared quite well, 
and infonned me that he had been constantly at work since his recovery 
firom the operation 5 and, in order to test the efficacy of the cure. 1 in- 
troduced No. 1 3 bougie without the least difficulty. — Edtaintrgh Momtkhf 
Jmumal of Medical Menec. 

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOS 'J* UN, JULY 16, ISfil. 



Prague^-^ln good time, afler having seen all worth particular inmdga* 

tion in Vienna, I arrived at Prague, the capital of Bohemia, the resideoce 
of the late Emperor of Austria, who abdicated the throne in the late revo* 
lutionnry strupgle. A more beautiful country cannot be found than the 
part iravpllfd ovpr, from th^' borders of Dalmjitia to the hend of the Adn- 
utic, and Iroin Trieste to Drestieii. It is a prrfocl garden in point of culii- 
valiou, the whole way. At Hrunn, in Moravia, is a frowning fortress oa 
the top of a hill, where political oiienders are imprisoned. Olmntz, where 
Lafayette was incarcerated, is not far off. Being near Presburg, it was no 
difficult matter to look into Hungary. There is a celebrated Champaigoe 
wine factory near Brunn, in which that favorite and aristocratic article is 
roanufiictured out of cider and potatoes, without the aid of a solitary grape. 
Even at the door, it costs a florin, or nearly 6fty cents, a bottle. Not a 
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pmrter imported inm lije United Slates is made of prape-jtiice. Coal is 
I uile plenty, and parUi uiarly lignite, in Bahfemin. Never did man gaze 
»n lovelier ileldi^. Not a lence eiic-urnbers the ground, und rural economy 
s carried to the highest degree of perfectibility. No hamleta or houaeo 
ire dotted over the broad acres, as with ua. On the contrary, all the peas- 
intry reside in extensive villaf^es. They have a singular fancy for long 
>^lit*fitting hoots, red breeches, und broad>brifnined hats, which give even 
lie hoy?' a mature look. They all smoke, too, as though life depeixied on 
lieir activity at the stern. There is a romantic .<priril<lini; of dilapidated 
:a>iles on llie route, with some e.Mcn^ive convents, which are ri» li in lands. 

Early in the morning after njy arrival at Dresden, a hasty but j^aiisfac- 
ory visit was made to the General Hospital, an institution very similar to 
ts namesake at Vienna — smaller, however, yet* in all its details, in no 
vay inferior. It coDtains 800 beds, and can accommodate from 700 to 800 
miients. At all times, it appears, on inquiry, to be nearly full. A school 
>f medicine is united with it, under the control of an eminently learned 
acuity. Professor Pitha has the chair of Surgery, and Prof. Erifrel that 
>f Paiholo^'ical Anatomy. While in the dissectinrr room, lookiut; into its 
irrarii^MMDents, a subject was tuider insipection hy a student, who was ex- 
plainmg to a class of fellow students the abnormal condition of certain 
organs. In the group was-lhe professor himself, Dr. Kngel, listening with 
apparent satisfaction to the nice discriminations of a pupil<— ready, proba- 
bly, to correct any mistake. This is an admirable scheme, and mtght» 
with profit, be introduced into other schools. An immense military hospi* 
lal is near by, under the exclusive direction of the staff surgeons of the 
irmy. The civil, or, as it is commonly called, the general hospital, has 
some fine wards, but, as a whole, ihey seemed too Mnall. Perlinps there 
may be advaniatjes in cuttiuir up a lar<:e building into little louui.*?. The 
L>ed»'leads were all of wood, the linen was clean, and an orderly appearance 
zharacteriied the institution. The faculty of the school are its physicians 
and surgeons, under salaries of 2000 florins per annum each, or about 
ilOOO of our currency. There are two lecture terms in a year, of five 
months each, attended, upon an average, in Prague, by about 160 students. 
Five and a half yearj' are required to study medicine and it.s concomitant 
tranche?, before a degree is conferred or the student is allowed to practise. 
Six mouths residence in the lyinp-in liospital, another coniiguous institu- 
liou, in which there are from 4000 to oOUO births a year, is required, heforo 
□bstetrical practice can be embraced in his professional circle of business. 
Different degrees are conferred in succession, as doctor of medicine, doctor 
of surgery, doctor of midwifery, kc. 

In the cluster of medical and kindred charities, is the asylum for the in* 
sane. A part of the building was formerly a convent. A noble garden is 
'hrown open to the patients, in whi^ li they recreate, while their rtire is 
[)rogre«sirtg. Both here and in the hospitals, the genera! plan of dailv nt' 
Lcnlions does not vary from Minihir insiituiions ot the h« >t iinni in Europe 
and America. The view from all ol iheni is ejtiremely beautiful. A uni- 
forii) plan of proceeding characterizes the medical schools and hospitals all 
over the Austrian dominions. Whatever is done in one, is, as a general 
rule, practised in all. Some of the best medical minds in Germany are to 
be found at pr< > i i at Vienna, Prague, and Berlin. Two new schools, as 
they begin to call themselves — although nothing but cliques — are arrayed 
against each other. One deals alone in refnedie.<< that art almost, if not 
aotirely, so they hold, as speciiics. Thus iodine, mercury, arsenic, and 
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such articles, under the vulij;:ar appellation of Samsons, are regarded jn ibe 
light of essentials, while all other substances of the materia roedkAarebat 
malce*weight8, or thrown in, as sagar is into tea. to give a palatable (b««. 
The other teaches the agreeable doctrine, that diseases must be fed out of 
the system, as a boa constrictor is surfeited before he can be handled wA 
impunity. Nothing equals roast beef and pudding — the more the pan^nt 
has of both, the bolter. People are in favor of this — for they say u i> nr». 
tural. the siofTinch being made for the reception of food ; and wh» ii r.c*-? 
one need it more, or of a better quality, than when prostrated I'V disca?*? 

A medical gentleman of distinction spoke of the remarkable success ot 
the German quacks, beer inakers, furriers, and similar artisans, who M 
established themselves all over the United Stales, as hooMBopathists ud 
hydropsthists. Why, not one iu forty of them would be permitted to nii 
a dose of sulphur for a cat in their fstherland* He knew very well ibe 
love of our countrymen for foreign impostors, and especially if iheyafi' 
noonrpd themselves as phy«i<-i?ins. All Germnnv does not, I itna^int. 
contain so mriny of these humbugs as the New England States, New YoHl 
and P< iinsylvania. 

iVague \H an old Bohemian city, containing various objects of historid 
renown. In the old section, the multitude of minsrets, spires, high-painal 
roofs, and deep, dark, antique windows, together with the massiveoeaiof 
the walls, keep a stranger in a constant state of surprise, as be passes bm 
street to street. Some of the public fountains are unique specimens of 
bronze castings. In the old cathedral, which was never finished and never 
will hp, there arc monuments of singular beauty ar)d richness. A certain 
St. Vincent seems to lie a peculiar favorite — for in one corner where bu 
statue stands, the walls are covered with broad sheets of costly stones, 
stuck into the plastering without any reference to close joints or binDony 
of coloring. The tomb of Charles IV. is too large even for an empenr; 
but a shrine and sarcophagus of a St. somebody, whose name is forgoi*-c 
on which 3000 pounds of pure silver have, been wrought into full*st2ei 
Statuary of angels, and such beings as the artist imagined waited ur'^ 
saints in paradise, nearly comes up, in workmanship, to the magnidctnt 
display of silver apostles exhibited al Naples. The latter, however, •Pi- 
eced m numbers, for in Prague there are only a few figures*, while al N»* 
pies the chapel is proud of numbermg a goodly list of apostles and Wf 
personages of the church militant, amounting to thirty-eight— all of [«• 
silver. 

A stone bridge that spans the Moldaa, called the Bridge of Charles 
the sidewalks of which are covered all the way with cast iron plates, whii? 
the railing, at suitable distances, is laden with colossal statuary, is^oneo; 
the lions of Pragtie. A modern suspension iron bridge, within hal: 3.m\t 
of it, which is a noble and triumphant evidence of the modern me« liaoiol 
skill of Bohemia, finds fewer admirers than its old battered neighbor. Oi 
the way to the picture gallery of Count Steinberg, a meagre collectioSi 
having no special claims, we saw the old Emperor of Austria, Fnncii I 
whose residence is in a palace near the Cathedral. He rides in stsie-^ 
a heavy guard posted about the premises, and seems to be a special gaziB; 
post, for the multitude run for a view of him when he moves out, vhkh 
is ktmwn by the sudden swell of music. He is a short, rotund man, wiiii 
iiuht hair, of a mild countenance, without much force of expression. Hj> 
obstinacy is fully developed — for he broke rather than yield to the detoiwl* 
of the people in IMb — and by abdicating the throne, he made wa/ 
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another, the npphew, who is jtist hef^^nn^n^r to trv his holf-flcffg^d, impe- 
rial pinions. Prague, with a population of 120,000, seem? to abound with 
soldiers and officers. The standini^ army of Austria is frit^^litfullv larg-e to 
those who are hoping for belter limes. The old monnrch was a Uvin fool 
of Louis Philip— 4)0ta aimed at unconditional despotism, and lost all they 
had. A few of the inhabitants of Prague are eminently learned — and all 
are civil. Most of tjie two professions, law and medicine, are libemi in 
politic al sentiments — ^while the clergy* finding Austria a heatren-tipon« 
earth so lon«j as the present regime endares, demand no changes. Dis- 
ease and rlnnth are the only democrnts in Anslrin that have no ^ar of the 
church or ilie court. HvTi\ as elsewhere, they strike down alike the rich 
and poor, the hi<rh antl low, willioul manifesiitjc:- a particle of respect for 
either. The paper money here is a miserable, depreciated currency, and 
perpetually becoming worse. Silver and gold are rare sights. The only 
mode of making change, in all ordinary business transactions, is to tear a 
bill in two. These portions are as low as six cents, the extent to which 
a bill can be torn— the bits being fractional parts of a florin. These bills 
are a legal tender. There is nothing cheap in Aastria but silk vest pat- 
terns. Railroad fare is almost double what it is in Nf-\v England. No 
person can move from one place to aiuuhcr, even for an afternoon excur* 
sion, without a passport from the bureau of police. 



Meeting of the Franklin Medical Association, and of the Franklin Dittriet 
Medical Society. — A meeting of the Franklin Medical Association was 
holden at Shelburne Falls, on VVodnn^tinv, .Tnlv 2d. The meeting was 
called to order by Dr. A. F. Stone, of Greenheld, Fresitieni of the Asso- 
ciuiion. After the usual business of the meeting, Dr. S. W. Williams, of 
Deerheld, by request, gave some account of his late tour to Norihern 
Illinois and Southern Wisconsin, in which he described some of the In- 
dian tamuli, and their ccmtents, which he examined on Rock Kiver, Illi- 
nois, and at Belott in Wisconsin. He exhibited specimens of human 
bones, and of clam shells, which he took from some of those Indian 
mounds. Dr. Bates of Charlfmont, Dr. Stone, Dr. Tabor, Dr. D<^nnp. Dr. 
Duncan and Dr. Williams, verbnily r» por[ed somf interesting cases which 
had occurred in iheir practice. These cas( \v( re of great practical value. 
At 12 o'clock, M.,the President called upoti Dr. S. W. Tabor, of Shel- 
burne Falls, to deliver the address he bad been appointed to prepare at a 
prerious meeting. The delivery of it occupied more than an hour. On 
motion of Dr. Williams, it was voted— That the thanks of this Associa- 
tion be presented to Dr. Tabor for his able and elaborate address (h livered 
on this occasion, and that he be requested to deposit a copy of it in the 
archives of thp Association. Adjourned for three quarters of an hour, 
when the members partook of an excpllent dwirif r, prepared in Merrill's 
bf^st style. The neij^hboring stream?* furnjslied his ^^nesls with un abun- 
dance of most dniicious trout. In the afternoon Dr. C. W. Knnwiton, of 
Asbfield, was appointed to deliver the next quarterly address. The meet* 
ing was then adjourned to the town of Orange, there to meet at 10 o*clock» 
A. M., of the first Wednesday of October next. 

Immediately upon the adjournment of this meeting, an adjourned meet- 
ing of the Franklin District Society of the Massachusetts Medical Society 
was holdpn in the same hall, it has not been previously announced in 
this County that this branch of the Massachusetts Medical Society was 
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orq^nized at Greenfield on ili*- first Wednesday of April by the choked 
Dr. Stephen W. Williams, of Deerlieid, Prtsidail ; Dr. James Deaoe, of 
Greenfield, Suerttary and Trtamnr ; Dr. Atpheus F. Sumet LUrmnm; 
Dr. A. P. Stone* Dr. S. W. WiUiaow, Dr. W. Hamiltoo, CoMJudlm; 
Dr. E. W« Carpenter, Dr. Duncan, Dr. Tabor, Centers, At this needaf 
Dr. Daoean was appointed to prepare and deliver an address before 
Society on the first Wednesday of September next, at 10 o'clock in ih- 
morni^l,^ A respectable number of the physicians in the County wers 
voted into the Sucieiy at this meeting, and accepted their appoiiitincoi 
The Sociuty consists pt all the menibers of the Massachuseiis Medial 
Society residing in the County, besides many others who have recendj 
been elected. U is hoped and believed that every qualified lieenaed pfcj- 
•ician in the Coonty will shortly become a member of iu If was wtd n 
request every member to prepare reports of such interesting cases as wmj 
ba?e occurred in his pfscUce, and relate them to the Society at the aeit 
meetings at Greenfield. 

These rT!ef»!intj<< wero attended by a rrspectahle number of phv«'*'iM 
from VHfious parts of ilie county, and the uiinosi harmony nnrl luuhJ ie-ii- 
ing prevailed. We trust that in future they will be produciive oi gmi 
good fn the community. 

The meeting of the District Medical Society was adjourned to nccttf 
Greenfield on the first Wednesday of September next, at 10 o'clodr, A. X. 
It is hoped that a full and punctual attendance may be bad at thai tiioe. 
not only of the present members, but of all other regular phyaiciaiia in ihe 
County who may be desirous of uniting with the Society. W. 



Vital Statistics of Louisiana. — Dr. E. H. Barton, of New Orleafis, pre- 
fltdent of tlie medical society of the Slate, has been so long before the jwb- 
lie as an accomplished, talented, persevering medical philosopher, thu 
whenever anything appears with his name appended, it is taken for graai* 
ed to be excellent. He some time since deliTered a discoarse, or taibw 
made a report, to the association o^ t r which he presides, on the mnisf 
ology, vital statistics and hygiene of the Stale of Louisiana, that appeals 
to have produced an unn«iinl «:pnsfition on the non-medical c!nss of the 
community. Thirty-six gentlemen, of »he hir^n st respectability and inttfl- 
ligence, came to ilie common-sense conclusion that the medical socieir 
ought not to monopolize all the usefui knowledge spread out before it, aod 
consequently they very properly invited the doctor to favor them with lbs 
printed report, embodying *• correct statistics of the mortality of the eilj if 
New Orleans and the State of Louisiana, that comparison may be mmh 
with that of other cities and States, in order to remove the unfavorable 
impression existing in reeard to the health of this section of the Union-" 
That people die, and have in past times died, in New Orleans in appal- 
lin<r numbers, is most certain ; wliiie various publications make it clear 
as noon-day that it i& one of the healthiest residences in the world. la 
explaining the true state of the uittiler, it has been no part of Dr. Bar* 
ton*s effbrt to go farther than lie was strictly warmnted by £Mrts ; aad it 
is only doing him simple justice lo say that he has produced a maMeriy 
document, which, were it the only one from his pen, would have been ths 
basis of a well-earned reputation. If we could re*publish the tables, «r 
transfer to these pages a tithe of his researches, it uotild he rather 
just, than otherwise, since th«> mass should be studied m course ts 

mi^lim the full value of the pamphlet. 
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N€» Toftc Aetukmy of MtdieSm^Vaxt L of the first volmne of the 

Transactions of this institution has been published by the Academy, and 
the receipt of e copy of it is gratefally aatnowledgied. We have rarely 

examined n series of medical and surgical papers with more satisfaction. 
If any of the article? in the collection are calculated to strike the reader 
\\ ith interest above the rest, those of Dr. Moll ar^ the ones. He has the 
aiivaiiia^, in the first place, of an extended surgical reputation, which 
would naturally give a prominence to whatever he chooses to give to the 
professional public. In these papers, howevery he has presented extmor* 
dinary cases, for precedent in proctlce, and related them in a perfectly 
ameable, conversational manner, that gives additional ▼alue to the facts. 
His success in tying the left subclavian artery, and the restoration of the 
pntieiu, beset ns the operation was with unexpected difficulties, is a triumph; 
and if he had never performed any other extraordinary feat for saving 
a life in peril, tins nhme would have piveii him a commanding: influence 
and fame. Dr. Van Buren's amputation at the hip-joint, followed by a 
perfect recovery, is equally a marked case, evincing the skill, careful- 
ness and energy of the operator. Althongh the historical Aetch of the 
insane instilntions of the United States, by our friend, Or* Earle ; Br. 
Buck*s article on incheotomy in croapi end Dr. Metcalf on the history 
and use of chloroform, are excellent, we cannot allude to them more par- 
ti rtilar^y, and therefore rinse these observations by saying that the Acade- 
niv is confcrnn':: [feculiar fav-nrs upon the whole brotherhood of practi* 
tioners, when it sends forth a publication like this. 



Nm Sign Language for Deaf JIfitftff.— It so rarelv happens that any 
thing really new is suggested In any department of ordinary life, that 
nrhen it is done, the multitude express alarm. A large part of mankind 
are unwilling to have the sedimentary deposits disturbed, but prefer that 

the mass should go on hardening by the weight of accumulation, till a 
^reat rock is finally produced, in wliicli all improvements are hermetically 
scaled up, like fossil remains, perhaps forever. A young gentleman, 
Albert J. Myer, who lately presented a thesis for the degree of doctor of 
.Tiedicine at the LIniven'<ity of BuflUlo, deviated from the beaten track of 
o^ritinga learned discourse upon sulijects with which students cannot be very 
mmiliar, and boldly marehea up to the faculty board with a novelty, some* 
:hing that was his own, and not borrowed, or iitolen. We are exceedingly 
pratified that the professors have done themselves the honor to acknowledge 
lis merit, instead nf tiirninL^ him back because lliero was in his thesis 
leiiher the odor of jalap or calomel, directions for mending broken bones, 
>hysioloo'ical scraps, or soft soap for the rolUvnro. Dr. Myer has proj«n:ted 
I new mode of conversation lor the deal and dumb, imi unlike the dois and 
ines in telegraphic language, the roost rapid, and accurate scheme of ex- 
ireesion, short of articulate sounds, ever devised. He proposes that the 
ore finger, for example, striking upon the table, should represent the arma* 
ure of the electro-magnet Thus a tap or a prolonged pressure would 
epresent, as in Bain's alphabet, a dot or a long mark. Each and all of 
h*^st» movements are to reprr^sent letters, which combined, make words and 
entcnces. This is a mere oialitie of Dr. M.'s theory of a new sign Ian- 
'Uage. Were it adopted, ibe pcrpt tun! ramblifjg of the mute's hands 
bruagh space, and the arbiirary, uiigruceful cruukiiigs of ihe hngers, the 
M>iuely symbols of the working of the mind, would be obviated, while the 
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fecility of ezpreasion would be Inereafled a hundred fold. There can \t 
Dodoabttbat those having cbar^^c of inatitatiooe for deaf mateStwillM 
once giTe the system a fair trial. 



India Rubber for keeping Water pure. — It occurs to us to menlioQ i 
kind of discovery in regard to the preservation of water, so that it may tt 
all times be potable« which may be of service to future trareUers ciicuai* 
stanced as we have been, in tropical regions where no water is to be Iboad, 
and that iroportam element is neces:iarily carried from one extreine poLoi 
of country to anoihcr. On leaving Cairo, to ascend the river Nile. iLp 
last autumn, about two ^llons of river water wns put in nn India ruli-:r 
hn^, pccurcly corked, and placed in thp hot sun, oa the deck of the hmL 
On reaching' the first cataract — the labor ol some weeks — the water was 
found Lu be txcollent, there being no escape of gas on withdrawing liie 
cork, nor any degree of odor, which was an evidence that no fertn cnut isi, 
or working, as the sailors term the process, had taken place. It was kept 
in the same exposed condition all the way down that remarkable Straus, 
and at the end of six weeks bad apparently undergone no change wbst- 
ever. One week after, an expedition was started in the desert, and at I'rte 
horn of a caraeTs saddle, water in the ^anio bag wos suspended in a ira- 
volling' sack, twenty*of)e days, under llu> direct rays of the sun. Fronj 
lime to time, as inciinatiori or necessity pKunplcd. a swallow of ibe precious 
fluid was taken, and it was really delicious. Water carried in the wbok 
skin of an animal, in the ordinary manner, for general use, became e»e^ 
sively oflfensive, in the desert, in a few days, besides assuming the color tf 
a pale decoction of eoSee> Now this is a simple statement of the dift^ 
ence of the quality of the water in the two receptacles ; and is it not obri- 
ons that the India rubber one possessed manifest tirlvantag^es over the 
oilier ? Whether thf preserrntinn of the water was due to the uttff 
exclusion of aiinosjilji^ric air, or the inlluenre exerted upon it by the ma- 
terial itself, remains to be ascertained. The peculiar tur^H^ntine &mcll 
occasionally rather strong, under an Asiatic sun, yet the uste of lurpentiBt 
was not detected. 

In wooden casks, another method adopted by travellers, the changes 
wrought on the water in a short time are analogous to those brought al»at 
in water tanks at sea. It would be worth while to send a supply of the 
India rubber water bags to Cairo, Alexandrirx, and other starting poin^^, if 
the natives had the tncnns of purchasing them ; hut at the u«nal high 
prices of India rubber goods in this country, it would be literally impo^sibie 
for the nomadic wanderers, who have but little money, to buy ihem. There 
is no valid reason why these articles should be so insu^rably dear, i 
little more rivalry would perhaps bring prices to a come*atable staodaid. 



Flint to the Great Potid Mining Company's Works at Cape Elizabeth. — As meo- 
tion has been made, in previous numbers of the Joomsl. respecting a newly 
eovered deodoriser, we nave thought a more esleoded notice of it would be isl» 
testing to the renders of the Journal. Havinsr occasion to jonrney ea«5t\rard. 
concludeci to avail ourselvoj* of the chance to visit the works where it is prepared, 
and to exaraiuti thoroughly iuto its relative merits. At Cape Elizabeth, about Kl 
or seven miles southeast uom the city of Portland, and within 80 rods of the brosd 
Atlantic Ocean, wss once a very large pond, containia;r some 500 acies. Tbf 

Knd has, M n very great expense, bf'«>n dniiiied. It was found, after the waiMS 
d been drawn o^ diat the priucipai part of the bed wati composed of wiuf i» 
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erraed peat mosB, varying in depth from 5 to 20 feet, and jwssossino" some raost 
einarkalile properties. li \\"d» lite iutuulion ol llie cuiupany whicli own tlie pro- 
)orty, to have siniply coiiverte«l this peal mot»s into fuel; but from the rwmi of 
heii e.\periiiieul!i upon it, when prepared in a oariicutar manner, they fount! it to 
x>^Ht»s8 m a very hi'jh tie'/rre the pK>|r>erty ol (iHstioviti^ odors, atid nho that nt a 
ertilizer, which at once changed the plan ol their operations. Preparations were 
lOon made to maiiuftcture it on a large scale, and with the facilities they uow 
lave, they are able to supply 1000 bartelaa week. There b0omeihin<! conoeeted 
vith this fundus which stiuek lis as very remarkable. T.iltle twi^s, leaves, and 
>ven branches of lieud, cumplelely ciiarreu, were fouml iinb«^dded in ib«6ubbtance. 
!)ne would suppose that the lake was once a forest, and had been burnt over ; bat 
radittoa farnibhes evidence that for more than 200 years it has been a <!reat pond, 
»fl or more Hm'I ileep. Within that peiicxl, it lias been observed by the iiihat»itant8 
o have b«.'c-ome more shoal, aiul al the time of its drnitiane it did not have a 
lepth of uver 7 or 8 feel iu any of its parts. This change must be bupposed to be 
>wing to the growth of thb peculiar moss from the bottom of the pond ; and as it 
las been obsterved to grow at the rate of 5 inches a year, it will be perc eivrd that 
t would not have tnkffi many yearb to have (li^piatcd the waters entirely. There 
ire several springs iit and around the bed of thi^ pond, all of which furnish water 
n immense qaantities, and are called \'»v'u\!i springs ; the water, for the niost part, 
^eiiig potable and cool. Within 60 feet of one of these springs, is another, pos- 
»esMng medicinal properties, the water cf whicli is u.<ed by the laborers at the 
A'orks as a laxative. There i.s an immense bog ot iron ore on the premises, 
)Ut of which issues a bubbling spring of clear cold water, impre:inaled. of 
Mturse, with iron. Upon the exposure of the decomposed moss to the rays or the 
.1211, crystalline raa.sse8 are at once formed, havin;: a very styptic, metallic taste; 
n laci, the whole beH nf this lake seems to be saiuraleti with some peculiar saline 
natter, which as yei has not been peifectly analyzed. It is truly a remarkable 
(ubstance, and we very much doubt if a similar one could be found in the United 
StateSy or even in the whole world, particularly in such quantities. From 30 to 40 
aborers are now engaged in preparing from the peat the deodorizuig powder, 
which by the aid of a powerful steam en<jine they arc able to do with the greatest 
tase aud despatch. No one need fear that the supply will become exhausted, for 
t is believed that the raw material is inexhaustible, and that the whole stale could 
lot furnish men enouirh even to cut the peat in 100 vears. The place must be 
eeu, in order to have a just conception of its ifini^nitiule. 'I'heie can be no doubt 
hat the demand fur the ileodorizer will become very gieat, and it is gratifying to 
enow that it can at all timee be furnished. To Dn. Buzzell and Smith, of C£pe 
■Elizabeth, we are much indebted for kind atieniion while visiting the works, and 
ve sincerf>lv fif>fw that the zeal winch they have manifested in ori jinaiins and 
urthering this project, will be coropeusated by something more subsianlial lhaa 
nere words of praise. J. 



DiKD,— At (ivr Haven, Ct, Dr. V. M. Dwr. ."^5. Dr. Dow wan modes! and unajMumitif; in 
in mannen, and free from all j^tiile. He was -well read in his profession, and was a jiulirious and 
LicrcAsful prarlitioncr. IIr always took lime In invcs(i^nle bia cases, and h\» wbnie life was 
-iarke<l with pnidenre, disrretion and somxl judgment. He was univenallj flsteeined sad ceo* 
cleU in bv tbe rnnnnaaiiy, nod hix death U a public Ion*." 

At Jaefison, 111., Dr. Joseph K. Skeen.— At St Ann'i, Canada, Michael MeNaoghleo, M.D.,a9| 
rowiird bv tlio n|j>>riliiip of a hmil. 



To Cor aKflPoancjiTi.oA paper, in continual kn of Dr. Tabor't Hixlory of Tobeeeo, and 
Tote* on Medical Leeuiraa in PhilMeipliia, by Dr. CSmuoek, haw been received. 



Ih^ttihi in llosloH-—(ot \ he week fiiHtii£ Saturday noon, July 12, fi6. — Mnles, .U— foinnli>N, St. 
accidental, 1— disease of b(»wi»ls, I — rnnsumoiion, 14— convuUion-i, 3— croup, 3 — riyscnier)', 3— 
tarrboea, t— drop^v of the brain, 1 — «lrnwne*l, 1— cxhauslion, 1— -lyphuH fevrr. 1 — (y|ili(>i<t Irver, 1 
— srariet fever, 1— 4u(ig fev«r, I— brain fever, 1 — hooping rough, 1 — infiiriliie, G — iuilammation of 
se lungs. 4— disease of kidnoya, l—nsfaamu, 1— okl afe, S^periionilis, i— 'pneqwrsl* I 11111- 
ox, 1— leeUnnK* tonwr 1. 

Under 5 yearx, 90— between 5 and 90 yean, fr— between 90 and 40 years, 13— betwa sa 40 

Bcl r>0 ypn'ro. 5— nvpr r>0 yiMr<i, 3. Amrrirnns, 1C> ; fofSignSfS Snd childieB Of lalt'%BMi, 9IL 

Tbe above iocludet 4 dealiu al Uie City losutuliona. 
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Tracheotomy. — This operation was successfully performed on ihe 3d of 
March in a case of (Edemattms Laryngitis^ by Dr. W. D. Siepbensoa, of 
Mount Pleasant, Ala., assisted by Dr. E. P. M. Johnson. The aabjectm 
a young mulatto woman who had been confined a fortnight previously, lod 
from exposure had roiurarted a cold, which resulted in such swelling of ihs 
parts about the (glottis as threatened instant sufibcation. All the geoeitl 
and locnl remedies usually applied in ^uch cases having been resorted lo 
ineireciiially, and the symptoms jTrowiniLr c(»iumually more urjjeni, irache- 
otonjy was determined upon. Al this time the patient was in i ti<K*-cril«ab!e 
agony; her features were pale and shrunken ; extremities cold, nails livia, 
surface bathed in a cold perspiration. The relief following the opeiatioB 
was instantaneous; a full, deep inspiration succeeded, and the patient «« 
asleep. For a canula, the physicians substituted a Tial broken in the mid- 
dle, the neck being: secured in the tracheal incision* **On the 12lh«f 
March," says Dr. S., "breaihinj^ was partly performed in the naniral 
way, and on closure of the orifice, it was foinid that the patient experi- 
enced no dilliculty in inspiration. The edges of the wound were brou^hi 
together by a suture and adhesive strips, and on the 20lh she was weil' 
-"Western Jour, of Medicine and iSurg, 



The concours for the chair of Surgery, in the Faculty of Medicine, Pa- 
ris, has terminated in the appointment of M. Nelaton. His compeiiiurs 
were MM. Robert, Michon, Buisson, Richet, Grossalin, Giraldes, Jaijaviiy, 
Voillemier, Morel Lavalle, Cbassaignac, and Lauson. 
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UISTUliiCAL SKETCH OF TOBACCO, FROM 1663 TO IdOO. 

BT 8. J. W. TABOBi M.D., SHBLBrBMB FALLS, MAM. 

ICoramuuicHted for the Boston Med. end siurg. Journal.] 



L*lntrodnction duTABACoflTrc iine de cet Opaques lIlflllUMf dMM rUMoire dee bizarrcrlee ho- 
utm. Doe liertie tttid, rtpufiwotc, Amte |i«r Im MttTtf m dft MrtabM cmiiodb de rAm^riqae, «M 
sine ooonne, que te emploi m r^pand van-eeiileinent p«r tovt l*niihreri etvfthi, male encoce paml 

naiiuiiH le« phm lointaitiev, en cumtnunicHtiiui nvec lr<i Rurnp^-anii, ct dcvifnt Ia iource d'un reveaa 
irimf, en operant cn qnelque «orte dariH no-* nufUM rt-volntioii. (hi & dlt «)f liii Hver. Justeete, qui'l 
>iiqiiia le monde en nininh il<> iti iix ttK clrs." — Dictionnntre Vniverstl Matiire JHdfewl* tl 4$ 
(rapeutifMM GtHtnUtf etc. ^ par F.y. Mcrat tt A. J. De Lens, torn. iv.f. 606, 607. 



E have already shown* how much tobacco, in Virginia, during the sev- 
teentb century, had usurped the place of coin, and that taxes were paid 
d fines levied in it. Many cuiioas laws, illustrating these facts, might 

copied, and many conceived in the spirit of those Puritanical ones 

New Enoland that we have cited-f We shall now only quote, as 
ther specimens of Virginian legislation in 1662, one or two enact* 
mts. One is entitled An Ad e^mn$t Ptnmu ikat refine to haw 
iir Children Baptised" and reads as follows 

WhereaSy many schismatical persons, either out of averseness to the 
■thodox established Religion, or out of the new-fangled conceits of their 

n heretical inventions, refuse to have their children baptised : — 

Be it therejore enacted by thi$ present General Assembly^ and tJie 
tharity thereof ^ That all and every person or persons that in contempt 

the Divine Sacrament of Baptism shall refuse, when he or they may 
rry his or their child or children to a lawful minister in that County 
leie he or they dwell, to have ibrin bnpti-^ed, shall be nmerred Two 
hoiisand Pomuh of Tobacco ; half to the Parish, half to tlu- Informer."^ 
Thf spirit uf religious intolerance which dictated this edict, also en- 
tetl the establishment of iho Episcopalian church by law ; forbade non- 
if^riiii^ls to teach, even privately, under pain of banishment ; allowed 
tio but the favored cleri^y to expound the catechism or srnjitares; and 
vived the Oizabethian laws against Quakers.^ The following mor- 

• 

Boston Mediral and SurupcaJ JowmI, yoI. snviU, pw 996, 471. 

Ibid.vol. xxxvii , p. 17-:, 471. 

F!xtrart<i from tlie i^rovnicial Siaiuic^ of Vi^oia, copied verbatim Uom the Colooial Re> 

h. p.iW. 

BaucraA't Hislonr of the Unilad StttM« vol. ii., p. 300, 301. 
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sel is anolhor specimen of ihe legislative wisdom of the " Grand As- 
sembly " of 166-2. It is entitled "An Act for the FunUkmaU ^ 
Scanaaloui Pcrsons,^^ and is propounded in these v. orcls :— 

** I. Wliertas^ maijy babbling women slander and scandalize 
neighbors, for which their poor husbands are often involved in cbargei- 
ble and vexatious suits, and cast in great damages : — 

II. Be it therefore enacted ^ by ike Auikmiy aforesaid y That it 
Actions of Slander, occasioned hj the Wife, after Jttdgmeot ptsxd (or 
the Damages, the woman shall be punished by Ducking ; and if At 
slander be so enormous as to be adjudged at greater damages tbu Fm 
Hundrtd Poumds of Tokacco^ then the woman to waSSst a DiicinBf fe 
each Fm Hundnd Pmmdk of Tohtueo adjudged agah»t the HoM, 
if he refuse to p^y the Tobacco."* 

As afterwards laws were passed Ibr the building and nuintainiDr 
of prisons, pillariesy whipping^posts, stocks and ducking-stools it wouid 
appear that the act was earned into eieculion, and that all busbaods Si 
not, or could not, bterpose to prevent the novel punishment iaflididlr 
exercising the « twraly member/' 

In 1669 tliere was another American settlement at Albennarie, wbos 
staple was tohacco, and who, this year, hy nn assembly, made la^ fcribi 
first time for their f^overnment, ii];norant that Locke, at Shaftpsburr'si^ 
stance, had already frariirLl for tlicm a magniticent, impracticable. 
aristocratic scheme of <:o\ crnmental policy. t Their firet legislature af- 
pear to have received no conipensaiion whatever, and Bancroft says lisi 
" to meet the expenses of the Governor and Council, a fee of ibicj 
pounds of tobacco was exacted in every law suit/'^J 

The evils under which the tobacco-planters of Virginia and Mirr* 
land groaned, were still furtlier increased in 1672 hy the duties laid ob 
intercolonial traffic. Having loaded with burdrus ihtir imde «id 
foreign countries, or rather having proliibited it except through tbeBfH 
tish, the English government now enacted laws to cripple we caamh 
cial intercourse ot the Colonies between themselves. To make tbe » 
qutsitkms still more galling, the duties thus laid produced no Ktm 
ftvftilable to the people, because the avails were given to the offieena 
atimuUte their activity, and the result was to give increased fiifora 
^ the monopoly of the English merehant."|| It Is no wonder, tbet, 
that the situation of Virginia began to be depkirable. In desrjihif 
its state in 1674, Bancrolt says:—" No newspapers entered the bousei 
of tbe planteis; no printing press furnished tbsm a book.'* Then 
, were no roads, no bridges, no education of the rising generation. " 
were made in boats, or on horseback through the Ibrest ; and tbe W 
ginian travelling unth his pouch of tobacco for currency^ swam the rivefi, 
where there was neither ferry nor ford. "II In Maryland, where 
wise the tobacco pouch ** paid all kinds of expenses, there was, this 

* Extracts from ihc Provincial Statutes of Virginia, p. 232. 
t Ibid., p. 23.3. 

i Cbalmer't Political AnnaU of the Preteot Uuitod CMm, 06^ W, 

% Hiftory of the UnitH Statw, rnl. ii., p. Iflf. 

1^ Rt'verly's Hi^lorv anil rVt -^ODi Slate of Virjiiiia, ^EC, S6» 

\ UttUMj of tlw (Jjiilad St«le«, vol ii., ^ Sll» 
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ear, a State-house built whicii cost tatty thousand pounds of tobacco, 
M" about a thousand Hollars.* 

In 1676 the imports on their tobacco, and the hindrances to their 
mrabie trade, induced the people of Alberraarle to send Easichurch, the 
>peaker of their Assembly, to be their messenger in explaining iheir 
grievances in London. Ihe proprietors appointed him governor, but 
Jso made one Miller secretary und cullecUit ol the customs, not- 
rkhstanding his conduct had compelled the North Carolinians to drive 
lim from their settleroenL In conseouence of the delay of £astchuix;h 
a the West Imfies, wbea raturaiag nonio, BfiUer aimised' the offices 
,o( ofily of seerattiy and collector, but of govemor also, and he rigidly 
lat m UMToe the enaotmeots of 1678, conpdling the tobacco planters lo 
ay a penny on erery poood of thehr staple which was exported to 
iew England. Thus the soaaU yeasels fram Boston and other ports 
f New England were eiduded, lo swell the odious monopoly ot the 
iinglish merchants, and the planters were left to send their tobacco 
) Great Britain as best they could.f And the whole of their exports, 
hich British cupidity grudged to the Americans, aoiounted to only 
bout eight hundred hogsheads of tobacco, some maise, and a few cat- 
e4 The trade was weighed down by a tax of £1S,000 per annum, 
1 enormous burthen for four (homatid inhabitants. But these taxes 
ui nnvio^nrinn acts at Ipni^^th produced an explosion, as tyranny, when 
(111: cnntiiuicd, will always do. 

On the "ilth of June, old style, or July 4th, i676, new style, just lOO 
^ars before tiie memorahle and successful declaratioji oi indepciuienct^, 
athaniel Bacon's revolution occurred : but no sooner was tlie revolt 
ippressed. than all the old abuses were reinstated. In this striie against 
ilawiul power the first American blotjd was shed on the charge of 
&€tson. The G|ipre,ssion of the tobacco interests was the main spring 

the revolution, and the colonists endeavored lo sustain their iiglits by 
ijis to dispose as they pleased of tlieir staple. Thomas Hansford was 
e name of the firat Anwrioan martyr who thus perished. His life was 
crifioad by the mkuoos of royalty, November 13tb, 1676.^ Edmund 
bMseman was tbe.naxt ?ietim,|| and to him succeeded William DrwiH 
Dod.f Nmeteen others worn abo excculed, and Bancroft says, three 
sd of cnia^ in prison ; thieo fled before trial, and two escaped after 
nvictioa/'** Among the people of Alhermarle, as well aa of Virw 
sin, was excited a spirk of msuneetkm* The violenoe, exaction and 
rshoess of Miller, almost led the tobacco planters to abandon the 
untry, and finally raned a popular rebellion which was headed by 
bo Culpeppn; He was tried for tieason in England, in 1780, but 



flist.^ry of l^io UolteH Slatfs, vn! ii., p. 233. 

F. X. Martin's HiiMory of ^iorth Caralioa frooi Ui« Earliest Period, 4ic., voL i., p. 167. • 

CTwhwer't PeBtfeal Aiuirit of U» Pwwut Uriied C?blflriai, Ifce., |>, gflS. 

Pii rwpny Account of BacoQ and I^gna's RabdfioD, SiM primid b iheMiiiaehMilH Hiil^ 

.1 ( 'oJic€ tions, vol. xi., p. 6?. 

Heoing'B iStadites at Large; beio)^ a CollectiM of all the Vvm «f Vl(|Wa, flMllIlt flitt 
■toil of ll»€ Lr^l-lalure In IGI:', vol. ii., p. 375. 

True Accouui, priotcd io Uurk's HUtory of Virgioia, vol. ii., p. SASw 
» Humll't Wdaty of Iho Uaiiwl SIMM, fat iL, tkaif, liv., p.fac. 
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tl)roui;h I/ortl Shaftosbury's influence, although his T^ordship was one 
of the ei^ht proprietors, he was acquitted by an English jun .* 

In JG80 Ix)rd Culpepper, Governor of Virginia, convt ned, in thf 
month of June, an ns^cnibly of royalists, who authorized " a perpt-iuai .ix- 
porl duty of two shiHlii'^s a hoi'shead on tobacco, and granted the piXK^»-etk 
as a royal revenue for tiie ^^upport of goveniment, to b© accounted for, 
not to the Assembly, but to the king."f These outrajeoiTs impo>ts 
were followed l)y other taxes laid by the English govciuuicnt, evai 
more onerous and injurious to the tobacco producer.^ 

In 1684 tobacco had extended so far into the Polynesian blands aslo 
have reached Mindanao, where in the very clime of its Oriental rinl, 
the betel, it held a divided empire, and to this time preserres its swiy. 
The tobacco was obtained by the inhabitants of Mindanao from the Doicb, 
and an article of ** excellent quality/' as we are told in Dampier^s Ae» 
Voyage Bound the Worlds was sold for one twelfdi of a rial per poaodf 
It was used in connection with the betet nut, Ibr when Capt. Swan, i 
tlie Cygnet, during Dampier's celebrated circumna?igation of the gW»et 
landed at Mindanao, be ^' was conducted to an audience, and entertaiaeil 
with betel and tobacco."|| The Ceylonese also chew with their bdei i 
strong and intoxicating kind of tobacco which tliey call kaippada^ 

Jn 1689, in tlie grand principality of Transylvania, the civil authori- 
ties became alarmed at the introduction of tobacco, and at the rapid 
and extensive favor it found among the people. The custom of u?ioy 
it was brought to Transylvanin h\ -onie gypsies who had been or £ 
vi^it to the Eastern portif>ns nf Europe. Eroni them the habit quickly 
sjuead, and tlie custom seemed^ about to establish itself universally,** 
The magistrates viewed the advances of the novelty with alarm and 
dismay, and resolved to int! i pose the arm of the law to stay the danger- 
ous innovation. Deej)ly impressed witii the importance ol acuiig ener- 
getically, it was decreed that whoever cultivated the pestiferous 
should suffer the entire confiscation of his estate, and such a term d 
imprisonment as the local magistrate should deem suited to the euonnity 
of the crime. The consumer of the noxious article was visits wiifa a 
fine Ibr each ol^ce, which varied, at the discretion of the umgBom, 
(kini fiftj florins, as a mioimum, to two hundred, as a maxiiiMB.ft 
The infractions of the enactment, however, weie so nuneroos, so wt 
grant, and so popular, that aU attempts to caiiy the edict tnto efikt 
were found to be vain. In leas than two yean they were abandoaei 
and a full range was given to the habit, which was at first deemed s» 
pernicious by the guardians of the law, but belbre whose inAaeooe iImt 
tfaemselvea soon learned to bow, thus adding the crowning triumph la 
exotic weed* 

Jn 1690, after having long received the smiles and ai^nobatioa of tk 

* Memoirs of Anlboay Ashley Cooper, Earl of Shaftefthury, p. SI8> 
f Henin<r's Statutiw at Larse, &c.. vol. il., p. 668. 569. 
X HancroA x History of Uie Uuiletl 8iaie4, vol. ii., p. 253. 

JLivra aiid Voyum of Drake, Qavcoduh ami UMnpiar, p. S79, SaOL 
Ibid., p. 275. ^ *^ 

H Philosophical Tran«aclinns. No. 278, p. 1J43. 
•* Historia <lc Kebus Transvlvaiiicis, tOBIi Ti*| pw 
it Ibi<L, Um. vi., c*j». MviiJ (>. 329. 
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:itizens and priests at Roino, tobacco wr« again brnnorht under the ban 
>f papa! denunciation. Aniiiony Pignau lli, Pope innocent XIII. , made 
nufl-Uikini,' in St. Peter's an ollencc that placed ihe criminal in a stale 
►f excominunicaiion !* — a position by no means t nviable. as all pro- 
estant readers will rt ndil v see by referrins^ to Tristmfi .VAa;i^/y, where 
)r. Slop, albeit not spiritually em}X)wertd, j)oiirs the ihiuulers of the Ro- 
oish church full upon the head of the unlucky and knot-tying Timothy. f 
^Qt thirty-lbur mortal yeais were poor Catholic snuff-takers denied tjieir 
ivorite luxary within the hallowed precincts of St. Peter's ; but in 17^ 
nnocent XIlJ. was "gathered to his fathers,'' and Pietro Francesco 
)i8ini, under the name m Benedict XIIL, assumed the papal tiara* He 
limflelf delighted in the nasal titillation of the Nicotian powder, and 
roong the first of his acts was a repeal of the interdiction under which 
Duff-taking had so long labored4 Snuff was again without spot or 
tain, and diffused its odors about the verj sanctum sanctorum of the 
roudest ecclesiastical structure in the world. Never since the advent 
f Benedict XI 11. has the weed been excommunicated in the holy city» 
nd from his day to ours the wit and devotion of the Romans have been 
liroulated at pleasure by its enlivening influence. 

In 1718 the Senate of Strasbur";, the city from whence, in 1665, Dr. 
imon Paul I us i<«ued a quarto volume — Commetitarius de Ahmu Tabaci 
-against tbe Ik ilih-destroyinrr vegetable, prohibited the cultivation of 
►bacco throughout their jurisdiction, thouojh afterwards the plant became 
le of their most profitable staples, and constituted one of tbeir most 
iluable exports — no tenacious of a foot-bold has this singular weed 
ier been ! 

In 1 7.'{8 Thomas Shaw, an Episcopalian doctor of divinity, travelled 
the East, and be tells us tobacco was then a staple in Syiia, and that 
the town of liatikea particularly, more than twenty tliousand bales 
ere exported every year.|| 

So late as 1741, however, during Comnoodore Behring's voyage, tho 
aniptschadales knew nothing of either tobacco or spirits. Contrary to 
e general occurrence among savages, both smoking and brandy dis- 
isted them, causing them to make wiy faces and to spit vk>lently. But 
n Steller, m hb Journal, remarks in the following manner upon this 
range rejection of enlightened delicacies : the civilized European/' 
I says, would be similarly af^ted if presented with toadstool, or 
tten fish and willow bark, which are great luxuries with the Kampt^ 
adales.'H 

About the year 1759 the principal product of General Washington's 
uite on IVIount Vernon, was tobacco. He shipped it regularly to his 
rnt in T^ondon, and drew on him twice a year for such articles as he 
loted.*^ lu a letter to Robert Carey Co., of London, dated Mount 



l.r^ Hnrnmps Iltiislre^ du XVIIe Sit^dc, par Mas!KMI« tom i.. 406. 
Tlie Works of Laurence Slerne, vol. I., p. 196— 30<l. 
MuMOtt'H Hommcs llluslre^, torn i., p. 408. 

Rerueil de plutiieurs Titre*, M ^moires et Antiqoil^s He la Vilic de Strtubourg. p. 199. 
Travel*!, or OtMervaliona relaliiir to »e^erj»l parts of Rarl>ary and thel^evant, p. SGft. 

A Tr.it»-«I;ition of Mr Sl«>llor'ii Journal o( RuMian Di.«M*ovrrics, jt. fill. 

' The Whiu^ of Georgo WathingUm, ite^ by Jarad Spaikf, voLr iL, p. S29. 
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Vemon, i^Otli September, 1765, Gpncral Wasbmstnn roinplains dot 
Ariaster Citstis got better prices for tolnicro than hiniseil, the one afen'- 
ing £7 7s. 7d. per hogshead, and the utln r only £5 17«. 6d. W25b- 
inpfton adds, ** I am certain my tobacco ouglu nol lo liave been inff-ncf 
to his in any respect, the laods being the same, ajid my directions tor 
making it good equally express."* In a letter dated Mount VemM. I 
IVov., 1787, General VVastiington says to Arthur Youno^, "the cultin* 
tion of tobacco has been atmosl Lhe sole object ol' men of laodd 
property."t 

1 have DOW bitmglu the faktorj of tobaoeo down to nmAf the 
mencemeDt of the nioeleenth cefttuiy. I ahall noC stieoipt lo Iblbi • 
progren further in cbrooological order, became the days of hi paa» 
tkm are already passed, and at the peiiod to wbicfa I have noir wai 
H was an miiunal luiury, tued everywhere, and soffering no peoahies 
except, in som^ States, the burden of high duties, which ooiy wi!tsl 
upon It by increasing the price of the grati6catk)n to thoee who wAi^ 
in it. f n some future articles 1 may consider the cultimtion and cod- 
inerce of tobacco, and in doing so, and when treating of the diierefl^ 
methods in wiiicb the various inhabitants of the globe partake of fh 
luxury, I shall have more to say of its histoiy» but not ia the nme ca* 
secutive narrative 1 have hitherto IbUowed. 



PLAN AND STRUCTURE OF INSANE HOSPITALS. • 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Sir, — As a new Hospital for the Insane is now about lo be built an* 
established in this State, it is important that it should besin wjiheTei^ 
a(ivi(iUa^4! of location, arranEjenieni, j)l;in and structure, tlial the eip^ 
rience and observation of the pai^i and present time can devise. Tiot 
lore the opinions of the Association of the Medical Superintendeosof 
American Institutions for the Insane upon this subject, must be aoocfB- 
Ue to the people of SlasBachusetts at this moment* 

This Association includes the men most conveisaot with inssoilf tf' 
insane institutions in eighteen of the United States. Their ra e cti s p st 
holden every year, when they hear reports previously jprepared 1^ ^ 
members on the various topics connected with their peculiar vocation, ad 
then these are discussed by the whole society. Amoog these soljediti* 
* have excited more attention than the plan, arrangement and size ofb^- 
pitals ; ibr these are the most important instruments and means by 
they can operate upon their patients. In 1 350 this whole nnatter of h»- 
pitals was referred to a committee, at the head of which was the sagariotf 
and accomplished Dr. Kirkbride, of the Pennsylvania Hospital. 
committee mado their report to the Association in May last. Ii was re*- 
nt n full meeting, and then discussed, article by nrlicle, ^nd the beanfff* 
each was carefully and freely considered, and nfier soiue slight 
cations, tlie report was adopted as here presented. 

• The Writin^^ of ( ;ei.rf« WnKnglw, bj Juoi SpMlo, v«L A, p. ISi. 

t Ibki, voL p. 293. 
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The 6flh article, which relates to the size of hospitals, attracted more 
iiteniioa and called forth more discussion than any other. The popn- 
ar prejudices and some nouoiis of public economy seemed to deiiiaiid 
arge hospitaU, where many patients could be gathered together. But 
he opinions of those gentlemen who have bad the most experience in 
he managemeot of theae iiiililiiticNtf was ollMrwise, and they deemed 
iiat the lonatb patients could be numaged the most tuceeatiblly and cured 
11 the greatest proportion, and of course the remote ends of public ecooo- 
ny and expendinue would be the most neaiijr gained, in smaller institu-* 
Bons. And it is not a little remarkable, that dnse gentlemen who had 
he management of the kurgeet hospitab, tboee contaiokig nearly or over 
bur hundred patients, in Massachusetts, New York and Ohio, were de- 
'/idedly in &vor of a smaller class of institutbos than is ln^re proposed, 
rhey had seen too much of the inefficiency and the difficulty in large 
istabtishments to encourage their repetition. 

This report, embracing twenty-six articles, and eovering almost, if not 
fuite, all the wants of an asylum for the insane, is now recommended 
o the serious consideration of the people of this Commonwealth, who 
re about buildjn!^ another institution of this kind, and especially to 
he lioiiurable uruilenien whom his ExcellerKy the Governor has ap- 
oinit d to select a location, determine the plan, and build the new 
ospiial. . E. J. 

Dr. Kirkbride, from the standing^ committee on tbe construction of 
ospitals for the insane, in compliance with the resolution adojjted last 
ear, read a repott, containing a " series of resolutions or propositions, 
ffirming the well -ascertained opinions of this body in reference to the 
indamental principles whkh should regulate the erection and internal 
rrangemeots of American hospitals for the insane.*' 

I. Every hospiliil for the insane should he in the country, not widiin 
sss than two miles of a large town, and easilr accessible at all seasons. 

II. No hospital for the insane, however linuted its capacity, should 
ave less than fifty acres of land, devoted to gardens and pleasure 
nMMKb for its patients. At least one hundred acres should be possessed 
f every State hospital, or other institution for 200 patients, to which 
umber these propositions apply, unless otherwise mentioned. 

JIL Means should be provided to raise ten thousand gallons of water 
iily. to reservoirs that will supply the highest parts of the building. > 

IV. No hospital for the insane should be built, without the plan hav- 
tg been first submitted to some physician or physicians who have had 
large of a similar establishment, or are practically acqtialnted with all 
le details of their arrnnopinents, and received his or ibeir lull approbation. 

V. The highest nutiil)pr that can with propriety \n^ treated in one 
lilding is two hundred and fil'ty, while two hundred is a preferable 
laximuro. 

VI. All such buildings slioiild be constructed of stone or brick, have 
ate or inetai roois, and aa far as possible be made secure from accidents 
f Gre. 

VII. Every hospital, iiuving provision for two hundred or more pa- 
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tients, should have in it at least eight distinct wards for each sex — mak- 
ing sixteen classes in the entire establishment. 

E;icli ward should have in it a parlor, a rorridor. siniile lodirin:^ 
for patients, an associated dormitory, communicating wiili a cliamb< r i,: 
two attendants ; a clothes room, a bath room, a water closet, a dmiiig 
loom, a dumb waiter and a speaking tube leading to the kitchen or 
Other central part of the building. 

^ IX. No apartments should ever be provided fer the ooafiaemeotof p 
tients, or as their lodging rooms, that are not entirely above ground, 

X. No class of rooms should ever be constructed without some Ind 
of window in each, communicating directly with the external atmospbeic^ 
XL No chamber ibr the use of a single patient should ever be ks 
than eight by ten feet, nor should the ceiling of any story occupied hf 
. patients \}(^ le>s than twelve feet in h^ght. 

Xii. The floors of patients' apartments should alwajrs be of wood. 
XIIL The stairways should always be of iron, stone, or other iade- 
structible material, ample in size and number, and easy of ascent, toi^ 
. ford convfniont CL^ress in case of accident from fire, 

XIV. A large hospital should consbt of a main central building wA 
win<:s. 

XV. The main r(M)tra! huildint]; should contain the offices, rec«ving 
rooms for rom[)any, and apartmeiiti> entirely private, for the superinteoc- 
inu physician and his family, in case that officer resides in the hospini 

buildinii. 

XV\. The winirs should he '=^q arranged, that if rooms are }daccdoa 
both sides of a corridor, the corridors shnnM l)e furnished at both eruk 
with movable glazed sashes lor ihe free admission of both lii{ht :ind air. 

XVII. The ligluin;; should be by gas, on account of convenience, 
cleanliness, safety and economy. 

: XVIII. The apartments for washing, clothing, &:c., should be detack- 
ed fmm the hospital building. 

XIX. The drainasfe should be under ground, and all the inlets to ihe 
sewers should be properly secured to prevent oflfensife emanatioos. 

XX. Ail hospitals should be warmed by passing an abundaiioe of 
pure fresh air from the external atmosphere, over pipes or plates, coe- 
taining steam, under low pressure, or hot water, the temperature of wfaiek 
at the boiler does not exceed 212^ Fah., and placed in the hasempnt 
or crllnr of the building to be healed. 

XXI. A complete system of forced ventilation, in connection wkb 
the heating, is indispensable to give purity to the air of a hospital for tk 
insane, and no expense- that is required to effect this object thoroughlyr 
can lie deemed either misplaced or injudicious. 

XXn. The boilers for <;eneratiug steam for warming the building 
should be a detached strurlun*, connected with which may he the en- 
gine for pumping water, driving the washing apparatus, .and Qtb& 
machinery. 

XXI 11. All wator-closeB should as far as possible hv niado of inde- 
structible materials — in simple in th -ir arrangement, and iiave a HiKm^ 
■ downward ventilation connected with them. 
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XXIV. The floors of bath rooms, water-rlosels, and basement sto- 
ries, sliouid as ikr as possible be made of materials that will not absorb 
moisture. 

XXV\ The wards for the most excited class should be constructed 
wiUi rooms on but one side of a corridor, not less than ten feet wide, die 
external windows of which should be large, and having pleasant views 
from them. 

XXVI. Wherever practicable the pleasure grounds of a hospital ibr 
the insane should be surrounded fay a substantial wall, so placed as not 
to be unpleasantly visible from the building. 

Which propositions having been duly read and maturely oonsidefed, 
were adopted by the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Hanbury Smith, it was 

Mesolvedf That the Secretary be instructed to cause the propositioas 

now adopted, in reference to the construction and arrangements of hos- 
pitals for the insane, to be pubhshed in the medical journals of this 
Continent, as the sentiments of this Association, on the subject referred to. 



I40TC8 TAKEN F&OM LECTURES IN THE UNIV£B81TY OF PENNSYL- 
VANIA, IN 1815-16. 

BT J(>>F:PH COMSTOCK, M.D., LEBANON, CONIT. 

(CMUBimleMcd in tlw Boitoo Nodical and fluitoa] Joond.] 

Db. Chapman, on Materia M edica, says, that Cullen's Materia Medioa^ 

as surreptitiously published bjr one of bis etudents, is a fiir more valuabb 
vrork than that alterwards revised and corrected by himMlf. 

Musk was given by the celebrated Dr» fiaillie in pertusaiS} and was 
much relied on by him. Ten to twenty grains may be ^ven once in 

three hours, in form of enema. 

Assafoetida resembles fennel ; it b a native of Persia, grows in Edin* 
burgh, and might be cultivated in this country. Is very efficacious in 
hypochondriasis anfl liy«tpriii, removes datulence and dysppp^ii, and be- 
ing of an opening nature, is adapted to costive habits. In pertussis, Dr. 
Chnpmaii j)iir?^es with calomel, and afterwards gives assafcetida. He 
iisc\s veiiesecuon, however, and blisters. He cnves hnre doses of calo- 
iiK^l on intermediate days, so as it may puke and pur^i , then a wa- 
tery sohition of assaf(Etida. In cynanche trachealis and measles, it does 
niucli good. Dose, five to ten or fifteen grains. It Uielui in flatu- 
lence of the bowels, and iiiay be given by injection. 

Dr. Coxe, Professor of Chemistry. 

On Mercury. — The preparation offulininaiinff mmuiy was disoossed, 
and a pistol exhibited, which ten grains of it had burst, a piece of which 
bad left its mark high up in the plasteringof the lecture loom, m the 
north-east comer of the aich over head. Ttus accident, we were told, 
happened when Dr. Woodhouse was proloBSory and came nigh kilting 
one of the class. 

Dr. Jambs, Prafeasor of Midwifery. 

It appears that the oelebiated Ruysh became the partner of Rood* 
25* 



496 NiHeiJrom Leeium m the Umoersity of Pennsylvania, 

bysen, in the use of Chamberlain's instniroeol, supposed to be the 9eetis, 
by which means they usurped most of the nudwifety in Am«f««ifnn. 

Dr. Rush. 

On iSmaZ/jpor.— During the eniptive fever venesection b oecessaiy. 
Great advantage from so giving mercury as to excite salivatku durux^ 

the eruptive fever. ° 

Vaccinaiion may be performed at all ages» asd at all seasons. It is 
said that it cannot be made to take effect duriog the blowing of a certain 
wind in a fon-inrn island. It is said to cause some sores. Dr. Rush be> 
lieves in iis |Ki\vers, in some degree, over hooping cough. Also some 
power in tetanus. It has hef>n proposed in canker. Miftter to inoculate 
with should always be laken irom the pustule in the arm. It is said to 
not appear in twenty, thirty, or forty days, souu times, and in one case a 
whole year after its insertion. He knew, him^^elf, a case in \\ hich the 
smallpox did not appear in three months after mcKrulalion. He h^h^vrs 
in the scab producing ihc genuine disease. Of eighty-eight ju i -^v.i;. Nvho 
bad been taking sujpbur for the itch, vaccinaiiu i succeeded hi oniy 
of them. Hence it is inferred that sulphur destroys the virus. Dr. Rush 
thinks that the vaccme disease is more ceruin to secure the system (rvm 
the smallpox, than smallpox inoculatbn. He knows no one objeciiofl 
It, ^cept the difficuhy of obtaining and preserving matter. 

Mtoilei, — ^Dr. Rush has known pleurisy and cynancbe tiBcheafis «» 
accompany the measles, as also diarrhoea* Bleeding was by far the most 
successful treatment. He lost but one patient dunng its last spreading 
through the town, and that was a child in convulsions. He thmks tfas 
was owing to his bleedins^ more freely than formerly. 

Erysipelatous State o/i'\rer.— Erysipelas is frequently a precursor of 
other diseases. BIjster the inflamed part. Dr. Willan says it may be 
communicated by inoculating from the vesicles. Miliary fever and petli> 
phigus require little done for them. 

Anginose States of i^euer.-— Ulcerous or malignant sore throat ap- 
peared m Europe soon after the retroccsMon of the plague, and, accord- 
mg to Mr. Webster, is an evanescent form of it. • The matter so acrki 
as to exconate the parts of the ch.ld and soofi the fingei-s of nhv^lciar^ 
Turpeth mmeral was given by Dr. Hush s preceptor, in this diseise, (mm 
one to three grams, and this mode was attended with <r,eai surce*:^ R. 
Cayenne pepper, 3 table-spoonsfuU ; common salt, 2 do. ; boilin^^ uaier, 
half a pmt When cold, add half a pint of vinegar. Give a ta blr-spo. 
full ihreQ or four times a day. The danger is not lessened by tiie enif>. 
tion in this disease. ^ * 

Scarlatina Anginosa,^Dr. Currie says that the skin is hotter m thk 
disease than any other, being as high as 1 Igo. It termbates m swell- 
ings of the lower limbs, and gangrenous ulcere in the thioau Cold amo- 
tion does not render tlie eruption paler, but, on the contrary, brightens the 
color. Wone died in our ciiy who had no affection of the throat Ul- 
cers of the neck, cold feet, and yellow skin, are signs of a laul terauoa- 
lion ; ol the lattt r lie never knew one recover. 

Ci/nanche T,-(uhtalis is most common in cold and wet weather He 
once buw u induced in a girl 5 years old, by her havmg a cup of ooM 
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water tbiowo on her head as she was returning from school. Knew an- 
other case in which it was produced in a woman by Vfhke paint. It is 
sometimes a filial disease. Diarrbcea is generally fatal in it. It is a dry 
disease. Dogs have died with it in two cases ; and in them the mem- 
brane was formed. Emetics and calomel are the preventives. He tliinks 
he prevented it at least a dozen times by these means in his own family. • 
Treatment. — Bloodletting. No age of the patient should prevent the 
use of the lancet. Dr. Physick bled a child three months old three times 
in one day, and to the same child half a drachm of calomel and jalap 
the same day w as given. Rli'^tfT^, flour of mustard, azotic air, liquid 
laudanum, and seneka ; the two latter in the decline of the disease. But 
if seneka is used earlier, it ought not to supersede other remedies, Tra- 
:-l)eotomy he has known fail, and thinks it will do no crood after the 
membmne forms. Dr. Dorsey, however, saved a young woman by tra- 
riieotomy. She was relieved before he reached the trachea, from die 
loss of blood. 

Mumps. — The swelling of the testicle is prevented by a blister to the 
throat. It should be applied as soon as the testicle begins to swell. 
Sometimes the swelling of the testicle is translated to the brain, and sud* 
jenly kills. He says he failed of curing by general bloodletting. A 
few drops of blood from the tonsils is said to do more good than general 
bleeding. 

Db. DonsET, Adjunct Professor of Surgery. 

He mentioned a very extensive ulcer which was cured by snaila dis- 
iolved by sprinkling over them common salt. The ulcer was seated on 
I woman's face, and extended half over it. He mentioned a case of 
contagious cancer. A woman communicated it to two of her children, 
>ne of whom died. It was situated on her breast. Mr. Hill operated 
>n eighty-eight ulcerated cancers, only two of which returned again. 
Dr. Phy^^ick has succeeded in removing some small schirrhous tumors by 
he application of vine^nr. A surgeon who tasted the cancerous matter, 
ould never get the tasip out of his mouth. He lantniished and died, 
•single women, and women between '15 and 50, are most liable to the 
lisease. As a palliative. livinL' ex( ln-ivoly on a vejxetable diet is re- 
rommeiuied. A rabbit-skin is a popular preventive when the breast from 
)lows has a tumor threatening tliis terrible disease. It is worn with tlio 
lair next the skui. Wben the glands oi' the axilla arc atlccted, Mr. 
Inline and Mr. Home think it too late to extirpate the breast. But Dr. 
i'hysick has even succeeded here in some cases. Equal parts of white 
irsenic and sulphur, leaves of hemlock, tar and tar-water, chalk, foment- 
tig poultice, carrots. When cancer aflects the parotid and submaxillary 
rlands, it is called NoU me tangere. 

Cancer of the rectum cannot be cured ; it may be palliated by opium 
ntroduced. Cancer of the bladder is very rare. In cancer uteri, cicuta 
9 said to be more effectual than when it is seated elsewhere. But the 
loses must be very large, as one, two, or even three drachms a day. 

Dr. Physick, Professor of Surgery. 

Aj^oplery. — The pulse mostly slow, sometimes hard. The eyes 
learly shut. Saliva, not being spit out, exudes in ibam. Apoplexy is 
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not apt to occur b the young. It follows suppranioD of disebarges. A 

woman who was evacuaiod periodically, died of apoplexy by going 6fe 

days beycnd the periodical time. The eyes bemg foil of temrs is a pn> 

mooitory symptom. Warm lea and the watra hath. Dr. Physick to» 

eied as exciting causes. Dissectioos show its seat to be ia tbefafaiB, 

sometimeB with extravasation io the fentncles. Morgagni notices a eun- 

OUB case licom effiiaiaii into the vertebral canal. 

(To be cooduded iiest week. ] 



DIVISION OF ARTBRiES TO ARREST ANCURISM AND Ui&MO&RUAGE. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical JaumaL 

Sir, — Some years since, I applied a ligature on the temporal artery cm 
account of a false aneurism, which had arisen hujii the vessel haviag 
been punctured, without having been divided. In a few days the tumor 
was pulsating again, and the subcutaneous division of tendons betn^ 
mocb in fashion, 1 concluded to divide the arteiy a little lower down by 
a similar openitioo. It being sooceaafol, I have been mduced to foUov 
the same method m other cases where the action, or hmioiibage fnm 
small arteries, made their oblileratbn desirable. The small mrteiies sop* 
plying and increanng erectile tumois, may thus be obliterated, and br 
repeating the operation, on the various sources of support, ia this valnh 
lar mode, with proper pressure, tlie cure may be effected with nmch ]m 
pain than by ligatures with or without harelip needles, &c. 

Another application of the process, I consider still more importaot;— 
viz., in wounds or surgical operations, we frequently have bleeding fitn 
small arteries which have contracted within muscle, &;c., in which it has 
been usual to pass an armed needle, or a tenaculum or unarmed needle, 
and make dellr!;ation above it. In such cases, the division of the small 
vessel by the ultlnjue insertion of a couching needle, a spear-pointed kuj* 
toury, or tpnotoiiiy knife, with the usual pressure of (ire>sino, will not c»iy 
stop the ha;morrliaf3;e witli less pain than delij^ation, but leave tbe wouui 
in a better state to heal by the 6rst or second intention. 

Yours, k.c. James Bat&s. 

Gardiner, Mc, July, 1851. 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

Our readers are apprised of the existence of an institution, at the cit; 
of Washington, founded by a foreigner, for the advancement and difc- 
sion of knowledge among men. We have before us the (burth Annail 
Report of the Board of lit gents of the institution, and we bave read it 
^th unfeigned pleasure. The establishment promises to coaler incal- 
culable benefits upon our country, by fostering and disusing science and 
letters, and is therefore one concerning the organization, managemeoL 
and siircr'ss of which the member^ of the medical profession canDd 
feel indiiicrettL It is fortunate ibr the literary and scientific interests td 
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our country thai It lias sccund. as its hend, a man so thoroughly pre- 
pared to conduct its a^irs as Professor Henry. 

The '^hole amount of (he Smithsonian bequest received into the 
United States treasury was 9515,169, and up to the 1st of July, 1846, 
the interest which had accrued on the same was $^242, 129, making in 
all 5^757,298. The first danj^er to which this bequest was exposed 
\vas,tliat it would be expended upon a costly edifice, the fiite of so runny 
similar beque'^ts. The l^pu^nts verv wisi'lv determined to llnut the 
whole expenditure on the iniiliini!: and llie grounds to a sum not exr«'od- 
ing ^250.000, leaving the principal intact; and in order that the accrued 
interest nii^ht not he exhausted, it was resolvi'd tliat this expenditure 
should not be made at once, but in the coui^e of five years, and that 
in the meau time the sum of ^242,000 should be invested so as to yield 
an interest which might in ])art serve to defi-ay the expense of the build- 
in":. Tl;e report goes on to state, that " after paying for moi'e than one 
half of the building, carrying on the operations of the institution, col- 
lecting a ribrary and philosophical apparatus, the sum originally intrusted 
to the Regents has only been diminished by less than ^ 16,000." So 
judiciously have the finances of the institution been managed, that tliere 
18 now every prospect that at the end of five years there will remain the 
sum of 0150,000 in accrued interest to add to the principal. 

Various schemes for appropriating the bequest have been proposed* 
Some were for collecting a magnificent library at Washington. Others 
were in favor of establishing a grand museum of objects of nature and 
art. A wiser system than either has been adopted, by which a great 
library will gradually grow up, extensive cabinets be formed, science be 
advanced as well as diffused, and in the mean time the principal of the 
donation remain undiminished. Too much credit cannot be given to the 
learned and ■^h\^- Si crr tary for the energ^y with which he has adhered to 
tliis plan ot organization. 

Scientific men are u;eneraiiy poor. They cannot ollen aflbrd the ex- 
pense of publishinn the results of their labors. The Smithsonian insti- 
tution is ready to step forward and give them the necessary aid, one of its 
leadini^ ohjecfs buing the publication of memoirs consisting of po-^iiivo 
additions to knowledge. We may mention, as an instance, that the late 
Dr. Troost, of Nashville, left an elaborate monograph on the Crinoiden 
o f Tennessee, which the institution has undertaken to publish, and which 
the lamented audior could not have brought out in a style worthy of 
his subject. The service in this way rendered to science no one 
can calculate. 

It is the aim of the institution to make a collection of books, pamph- 
lets, &c., which shall become "a documentary history of American 
letters, science and art." The officers desire " that the collections shall 
be eamphie wUhout « tingle <md$sum*" They add, we wish for every 
book, every pamphlet, every printed or engraved production, however 
apparently insignificant. Who can tell what may not be important in 
future centuries V'-^IVettem Journal of Medkine and Surgenf, 
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONrEJfCE. 

Dresden. — On pn«»<!)nGf out of Austrin, two police officer? were in the 
carfi, who qii*'^ti"iir(i r:irh ppr*;nn, wroLe down something in a book. ac<l 
«<eemed to leave uotiiing artdone by which each and every one makmraB 
exit from Uis imperial tr)ajesi);'s [K>&sessions might be ideolified iball 
eoming yetn. In stepping over tne line inio Saxony, tbers was tank 
eKamioation ; and on arriving al Dreaden, the ca|ntal, the holel4cee|Nr4^ 
manded the passport for the police. A more oppressive, despotic aud use- 
less measure than this police spying never coald have been inreoted. 
From Prague to Dresden the scenery is clmrming beyond description. 
beautiful view nfter another breaks in upon the si<j'hl, the whole distance. 
The railroad runs nearly all the way by the side of the river Elbe — a rsf'i 
body oi reddis^h, muddy water, that winds along through a deep mvme,(ffl 
either side of which the sandstone rise? to great elevations, in some pncct 
assuming castellated forms, and wild, fantastic shapes of bastions, toww 
and turrets. An active imagination might discover every variety of udi* 
tectural grandeur and beauty in their outlines. The whole extent of tbe 
land is tilled with the same care that we bestow on our gardens— rur^ 
economy being prarti^od with urent perfection. The only drawback if i» 
disgraceful occupation ot the women in all the laborious and filthy oaK-i- 
door pursuits. Saxony is a ridiculously small territory lo l>ear the bi^lr 
sounding name of a kingdom, lis hereditary rulers were once h^uiitei 
with the title of electors; but ambidon,and the progress of legititoacy, 
have finally changed them into kings. Their portraits would seem to re- 
veal the unwelcome fact that they had nothing to boast of in the vc&xo! 
intellect, if the &ce may bo taken as an index of the mind. They woori 
have made excellent shepherds, and must have been more fond of "be 
society of do«^s than of men, since the former figure largely on th*^ ra^j- 
vass beside their masters. Saxotiy has now a population of l,7OO,00<>- 
with a king, and as inferior a lookitig man as generally turns up in ibai 
capacity. He is about 55 years of age, and childless. A standing arm; 
is maintained that would impoverish a larger aad wealthier country. di» 
den is a quiet inland city, with SMiny Jaige sandstone public edi6c^ 
churches, &c., and a suitable proportion of palaces. One of the latter 
contains a truly superb collection of pictures, some* of which are the rarei 
in £urope. A collection of jewels, and works of virtu^ also lodged ini 
palace, quite overwhelms one with its endless variety of costly toy5. It 
is called the Gri'me Gcualbo. Among its many extraordinary specimen 
of art, is a model of the Court of Delphi — the Great Mogul's — made by* 
mechanic of Dresden, 140 years ago. and for which the Elector pul 
856,000! Another choice specimen of the ingenuity of Saxon aitjsis,it 
a cherrv«stone on which are carved 180 human heads I A tea-eet of op- 
tal, with a tea-pot thickly covered with diamoodSt makes a lady's exn 
water. Another mechanical gem of incalcnlnWe value, as national pro- 
perty, is a golden egt:, wliich contains one jewel within another, iromi 
superb miniature crown of brilliants, to a rin<r of unique workmarsfhip, 
beauty and richness. A single necklace is valued at S1,000,0(X) ! Tiiere 
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are tu apartmeDto in which theee royat baubles are displayed, haTing 
been collected by the reigning familief. Six ca«es contain the crown 
jewels, as beautiful and expensive as any king could desire. I have seen.* 
those \w]ong\ug to all the savereiEfns in this old, priest-ridden, king> 
abused pari of the globe, including those of the JSuitans ot" Turkey, and 
the Dresden show quite outshines them all. This concentrated wealth — 
thi;» cabinet of useless riches — must have been purchased by the sweat of 
the brow of those who fed on black bread that royalty might be clothed in 
purple and fioe linen. 

A small medical school has a being here, and there is a very good and 
somewhat extensive civil hospital. Several eminent medical men reside 
in Dresden, but with names so utterly unpronounceable, that I am compel* 
led to forego the pleasure of heralding them in my own dear country. 

Leipsic. — B.More arriving ai Dresden, it was noised about thai liie great 
fair, celebrated liifuughoul the world, had just comiuerued at Leipsie. As 
soon as the shows of Dresden iwid been finished, I diverged from the pro- 
]3used line of travelt and arrived at Leipsie in the very commencemeot of 
the bustle. There are certain historical associations connected with this 
city. But the book trade-^he concentratico of all the literary and typo* 
graphical forces of Grermany, for the sale of books to the representatives of 
all countries and languages, is no every-day circumstance, say those who 
pretend to know most about it. I found cloths and cotton fabrics in 
quantities enough to give every man on the continent two coals a-piece, 
sxiid uil the leuiales shawls and other articles of clothing in the same gen- 
erous ratio. Leipsie is far more of a ritv than had been anticipated. Its 
population is not much short of 60,000; boHfiring the fair the streets are 
excessively crowded, and the hotel keepers quarter their patrons all over 
the neighborhood. The new town has wide and well-made streets, on 
which the fine dwellings and gardens exhibit the taste and opulence of tlie 
proprieiors. Every shop and wholesale inao^azine was hlled with woolnn 
and other staple manufactures of the country ; arches under hlocks, and 
long dark alleys, were literally stuffed wiili goods. On either side of the 
business streets, small wooden buildings, perhaps averaging ten feet 
square, were filled with every conceivable thing that men, women or 
children need or desire, and square after square was covered with the 
same temporary stores, in which an active business was transacted. A 
Leipsie fair is certainly an animated* exciting scene for the contemplation 
of a stranger. 



Diseases of the Urinmnj Organs. — A new and meritorious volume, of 
726 octavo pafifes, illustrated by 106 engravings, and of which that inde- 
fatigable man, S. D. Gross, M.D , Proffssor of Surgery in the Univrrsiiy 
of Loui.«ville, is author, has just left the press of Messrs. Lea ik Blan- 
chard, Philadelphia. By stating the ht\ that this is a book of reference, 
that will hereaher be a practical guide, and may be considered as good 
authority, and that Dr. Gross has opened a chart to direct us in a dimcnH 
and obscure region, it is believed that those who have at heart the charac- 
ter and usefuhiess of medical and surgical fffience, will h*- indnred to read 
for themselves. The title runs thus — "A practical treatise on the diseases 
and injuries of the urinary bladder, the prostate clond, and the urethra." 
The industrious author feels no necessity for apologizing to any body be- 
cause he has accomplished this laborious enterprise, the best thing that 
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has yet come from his pen. As one reason for undertaking it, be nji: 
** For many years 1 have n y elf felt the want of just snch a book, or it 
•any rate, one very much like it." This want has doubiles:; been feklif 
many» and to it we are indebted for a work that is ordained toabijbdti' 
tiny. It may be found in Boston at Ticknor & Co.'8. 



« 

Sa7titary Condition of New Or/eans. — There are several deciddk 
learned genlleinen in the medical ranks, residing at New Orleans, »b 
frequently agitate great subjects, and, what is equally gfitiiiying, discusi 
them in such a manner as to shed a lustre on the brotherhood id mtiA 
they belong. J. C. Simonds, M.D., of that city, in the essay befiwe n. 
evinces a chnracteristic spirit of originality and a capacity for nseuck 
that wiil produce beneficial retfuits. 



Hindu System ojMtdicijie. — Through the kmJ attentions of a nitite 
physician residing at CalcuUa, we have received a gratifying parcel 
f>ook8, that are of peculiar value in pursuing medical researches ioiotk 
history and present native and acquired medical practice in India, ktm^ 
the volumes are those entitled. Commentary on the Hindu system of Me* 
dicine; Antiquity of Hindu Medicine; the Bengal Piiarmacopnfia ; No:a 
of Lecture?? on Natural Philosophy, by the ceK'brated Prot. O'Shaufii- 
nes.<y ; Palhologia Iridica ; logciher with two octavos on Specimen? ol tfc^ 
Hiiulii Theatre, which are by no means unwelcome, since they illnsina 
the practical genius and literature of past ages, in a country whtrealliia* 
is purely native is dyin^ out, as a new race of men secure the sobjosi- 
lion of the country. Dr. Rajmeder Dall will please accept our gniebl 
thanks. The curiosities of literature are quite as striking in these mrb. 
as in those collected by Disraeli* 



Dr. Barton on Meteorology. — Our respected neiglibor and friend. Dr. W. 
W. Morland, of this city, now rusticating among the hiiis of Berkshire w 
the restoration of his health, has received a letter from Dr. £. H. Biitaii 
of New Orleans* whose learned pamphlet was noticed last week is ife 
Journal. Dr. M. has kindly permitted us to read the letter, and a little flf 
it we may be pardoned for extracting. Should Dr. Bartoi! visit BoMa, 
he will find his old acquaintance, the editor, again at tin- desk. 

" Th'^re are a few j)oinls in this report to which I wish to invite th?s'- 
t ' luon of the profession. In the minute meteorological calculation? I 
ii ivv ni:id<3, and p.irticuiarly in relation to the dew-poioT, some imponint 
re.'^nlis are, I think, fairly deducible. In the table - U — hygromelr) 
each wind * (which, so far as I know, has never yet been done in Amerkii, 
you will observe how uniformly the air is moist when there is no ntrx 
at all ! (excuse the boll). You are well aware this still, stagnant, 'cab 
atmosphere is peculiar to secluded spots, positions which the winds c^m' 
reach — as deep vallies and gorges not susceptible to aerial fluctuntioti^- 
to cellar.^ and hack yards, and some houses — and to sonic drv raviitof Hii^ 
extensive i:iillies in our snuihern Slates. In these there i.s a damp airini 
high dew-point. In the H st, goitre reigns (to account for which hasp^^J' 
,^d the profession for ages) ; in the last, disease is particularly rife 9si 
^i^and we well know how injurious the others are to health, and puiic> 
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ukrly cellars. It is a beautiful fact to bring at once all these obscure causes 
under the domtDion of science ; and, like Davy with his safety lamp in 
hand, to enter with the hygrometer into all doubtful places, as yoo would 
descend with a lighted candle into a well! Don't think me extravagant 

— but reflect how much advantage it is to true science to plant t/i *esr* 

taint'ics' on the platform, and to get rid of those speculations that have 
ever been its bane, and have been the nursery of qunckery and imposture. 

** If these remarks are correct, ihey will equally apply to the ob>ervaiions 
on acclimation. I have cncleavorcd to show (o what extent our positim 
knowleclge goes. Il is very important, and it is high time we had some 
eBriainlie$ upon the subject. Am I to be sustained by the profession in 
these views? or am I to be martyred for my daring innovations? Time 
will tell.*' 



Madise^s Surgical Anatomy. — Part IV., with many colored plate*;, in 
which the character of the work is fully sustained, is ready for the profes- 
sion. Had we not already spoken in a decided tone of approval, it wotild 
be a bounden duty to do so now. in consideration of the enerp:y and accu- 
racy with which the enterprise is conducted by Messrs. Lea &c Blanchard, 
the Philadelphia publishers. 



Irifinitcslmnl Doses, — Wni. W. Rodman, M,D., of Conn., is the author 
of a pamphlet calhni — " An Kxavi'nuilion of thf Eridence in rt^ard to 
Injinitesiinal Dosts'' which may have much truth iti a nutshell, or none 
at all — a point to be determined alter it has been read. We are endeavor- 
ing 10 overtake whatever has been put upon the course, during a long ab- 
sence, and this production of Dr. Rodman will in its turn come up for an 
appropriate share of attention. 



Anniud Medical LectuTfs. — Active preparations are making^ for a return 
to one annual branch of bus-iuess in this country, which may be cons;ider- 
ed either in the light of an industrial pursuit, or a matter of professional 
and public interest. In the first view» with our extraordinary facilities for 
multiplying medical practitioners, we* fairly outstretch and outstrip all 
other people in the rapidity with which the raw material io some places 
ia manufactured into full-fledged veritable doctors of medicine, all hut 
smothered under a load of chartered honors. On the other hand, 
although in the multitude of counsellor;^ there is safetv, it is becoming a 
grave question, whether the immense numbers of medical frradnates inrned 
off yearly, are really as fit for service as they and their immediate friends 
may suppose. In view of the school operations about being resumed for 
the season, it cannot be thought disrespectful to state the fact, that the 
people hold in higher estimation the college that graduates but a few, 
carefully instructed, well-bred students, than they do another distinguish- 
ed particularly and chiefly for the numbers let loose upon the world. 
No well-or^-anij^ed school of medicine need be di<?rnurnircd because its 
list of TTiatru uhnts is small, compared with a neighborincr institution. It 
is far mnrt^ hDnorable to do well by the few, than to slight hundred^s lor the 
sake of makmg a brilliant impression. There are excellent teachers in 
all the various medical colleges of the Union, unhappily and unfortunately 
too, in some cases, linked in their destiny with professorial associates, 
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wholly oui of place in their chaira of dignity. While mme are son? of 
systems, honored and respected for their geaius and elevaied aii^iiamtijib, 
Others, put by the tide of them, by the force of fomily, end sometiMei bf 
the megie inflnefice of their own property, are mere dead weighte— lb 

Jonahs of the ship — and internal broils and a feeble influence wenj nam* 
raliy foUow. The buying in of a professorship, believed to be pffeclM* 

yet so conducted that nn o^itward air of profnti nd dclihH:ratlon i< spread 
over the transaction, as thouL'^li the lruj*tecs liad bten raiisiirk ihl: chrisien* 
dom to discover a concentration of qiialitications in the individual whom 
they have called to a vacant chair, sliuuld be discouiiietiaiiced, and iipo^ 
sible, forbidden by acts of legislation. It is of as much consequence to 
iMive purity in this organisation of a board of faeoHy, ae at tbe baUoi fet 
in political elections. Till that only true test of personal qualificatkm, 
the concours, is adopted in this country, there will always be men ie the 
yarioos medical schools who ought not to be there. Age is addifig to our 
experience, and it is delightful to hope and believe that an improvement is 
being effected through the paieriial solicitude oi the American Medical 
Association, that will in the end stop the creation of any more colfe^ do 
the uut:>kirts of civilization, while the internal admini;»tration of ihoss 
already scattered through the land it improFiog in character, reaonrtci 
and Qsefuinese. 



School of JkrigfL — Several gentlemen of the medical pToleseion,*widi 
others in Boston, dietingoished for their philanthropic efforts, faav« a de* 
aire to organize a school in which females may learn to engrave, to draw, 

mode! and design. The plan is exrellent, and we doubt not will have the 
entire confidence and sustaining itillucnce of the community. Inslitutiorrs 
of this kind are nurtured with ciire m Europe, to the great benefit of iodi- 
viduals who are taught in them. It opens a new way for the profitable 
employment of females, in a sphere in which they can exercise their ge* 
ttius — ^thuB benefiting thempolvee and contributing to the advanceineni of 
aociety. Female lAor, of the ordinary kind, is over done — there are 
more applicants than can be employed, both at home and abroad. A aehool 
of this kind is therefore needed. Prom a close observation of the present 
condition of females is different countries, we are convinced they hare & 
harder deitiny than men. Whatever we can do, therefore, fnr tKose who 
are the most dept udent. should be cheorfully performed, since ihe prospe- 
rity, moral elevauua and cliurucier of u nation, essentially depend ou the 
aocial position of woman. 



Country Surgery. — The following catalogue of surgical operations, oc- 
curring near together, give an idea of the kind and character of ihe sur- 
ge ry which £UU to the care of operatora in the interior of this gitmt cow- 
try. Dr. Amasa Trowbridge, of Watertown, N. Y., may not only be cea- 
Btdered an extenaave, bat a skilful, practitioner 

A tumor, of a fibrous character, was removed on the 19th ult. from a 
child of JameH! Seininger. 1 year old, situated upon its left side ard 
shoulder-blado, measuring in circumference at its base twenty-one incb^, 
and eleven in height — an uiilieard-of formation on so yonnij a subjert. 
lib growth commenced when the cluid was two months old, and iiicccaared 
rapidly to thia enonnoua aim. 

" The operation, with its extenatve diaaectiona, oeeapied leas than three 
minutea. 
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"The prospect of entire recovery is favorable. 

**0q the 16th ulL, William Nicol, of Hammond 4 Corners, St. Law- 
fenee Co.. sufevd the operation of paraeetUetii tkoram^-<fpening hetmm 
the HAr to tk$ Uft lobe of the lungt ; by wbieh five pounds and two ouncee 
of puralent matter was discharged. He was in a dyin^ condition from 

the effects of pleurisy ; he is now in a fair way of recovery. 

"AfV vv months previous Brown, aged 15 years, in the ?ame 

place, and same cauise, suffered a similar operation, and a discharge of tive 
pounds of fluid accumulated on the left lobe of the lungs, followed with 

recovery la a lew ucuks." 



• Pennsyhania College. — The Faculty of the College have acquired a 
^ood repnrahon, and ihere was a long catalogue of pupils iho Inst reason. 
Ample prr)visi()ii is made for nnntomical pursuits, nn essential siiiHy, with- 
out a knowledge of which, rto one should be permiited to prescribe for the 
sick, or cut upon a living l>ody. 



LaiPS against Bloodletting. — This is not o\\\\ an nge of common sense, 
but also of much that is uncommon. A man of ths city of New York, 
Wm. Turner, M.D., as has already been mentioned in the Journai, aciu- 
allv petitioned the assembly for a law to make the tide of the lanut a penal 
ojfinee ! This extraordinary petition was turned over to the committee of 
medical societies and colleges, of which Dr. Fmnklin Tuthill was chair* 
man. The report which has been made upon it is a learned inquiry into 
the value of venesection, independently of the medical history of blood- 
letiinc: a? a remedy, and is honorable to the writer as a scholar, and a pa- 
tient, mdustrious inquirer after iruth. The sapient petiiioner. who proba- 
bly was made a scape-goat for the indiscretion of others, accoiiipiuiied his 
earnest request to the legislature with a copy of the " Fallacies uf the Fa- 
culty," by one Dr. Samuel Dickson, of London notoriety, containing argu- 
ments against venesection, ** which have heen before the public fifteen 
years, and which the profession have not so much as even attempted to 
refute**' The committee presented a resolve, that the prayer of the peti* 
tioner ought not to be granted. This was the inevitable result they must 
bave come to ; for what on earth has a legislative body to do with the 
remedies that may or may not be prescrihud by intelligeru physicians ? 
But one of their number, lohn L. Perry, has appended to the report an 
extract from M. Dionis, which he recommends to the careful considera* 
lion of the public. It is about as important, in regard to venesection, as 
the old saymg amonff us respecting shell-fish, that thejr were unsuitable 
for food in any month in the year that had not an r in it ! 



Appointmentt hi Medical Coflf^.— Dr. Elisha Bartlelt has been ap- 
pointed Lecturer on Materia Medica, in place of the late Prof. Beck, in the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York. — Prof. B. R. Palmer, of 
Woodstock, Vt., has been appointed to the chair of Anatomy in Buffalo 
M'^di. al College, vacated by Prof. Webster. Prof. C. B Coventry has 
l»f cti appointed Emeritus Professor of Physiology and Medical Jui i-pru- 
dence in the same College. — Dr. McPheeters has been transferred to the 
chair of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, made vacant by the resignation 
of Dr. Reyburn ; Dr. Willis Edwaids to the ehair of Uiimeal Medicine 
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and Palholonfical Anatomy ; and Dr. Charles "W. Steven? elect^'d ' < ' ■'. 
ch'iir of General and Dej^i'riptive Anatomy, in St. Louis Univrrsitv.— Dr. 
Carnochan has been appointed Prof, of Surgery io place of Dr. A. L. Coi, 
resigned, in the New York Medical College. 



Dr. Doto's Library. — ^The late Dr. V. M. Dow, of New Haven, wboie 
death was lately announced in ihis Journal, bequeathed his lar^e and ral- 
uable library to the Connecticut Hosjiital, an institution of whicbbehad 
been one ol the most active and generous supporters. 



Medical Miscellany. — A youn^ lady in Cincinnati has been id theblM 
of twisting and tying her hair so tightly that the scalp had become pined 
from the skull, and it was- found necessary to open the scalp to remo?e'he 
matter which had accninulutcd beneath. — Dr. Barrel, of ^liJdle^o^vn. C, 
has discovered in the Poriland quarrv, what be considers a distinctly iiiark. 
ed print or impression atid casi of a iiangaroo. — One third ol tUedeaihsii 
London, according to the Spectator of June 28th, are ascribable to diseno 
of the chest. — ^In York, the fees of the coroner for the quarter endiof 
June 90th. amounted to $3,062 93}. He is allowed, hf law, $5 for every 
inquest — Dr. Woodward, of Belvidere* Boone county, 111., has tiKi 
arrested for causing the death of a girl named Ellen Slade, XtV procurin* 
abortion. — Dr. G. A. Perkins has received the appointment of rhysiciania 
the Alin^lioMse at Salt^ in, Mas?,, in place of Dr. G. C. S. Clioaie, resignel. 
— Dr. W.ilkcr has been elected Medical Superintendent of the lnslituii?n 
for the Insane, South Boston, in place of Dr. Sledman, resigned.— Ai 
oration before the Siinna Phi Society, of Hamilton College, commeon- 
ment dav, was by Dr. M. L. R. P. Thompson. — ^Dr. Thomas Host, of 
New Orleans, is reported to have killed a gentleman in a recent duel— 
Dr. Alexander Vaadoni, a physician of eminence, was recently murdered 
in Germany- — A negre«5?, the property of Dr. Holland, of Jacksnntiil?. 
Florida, died at the age of 116, July 4th. — Dr. W. Wright was kllle^iin 
Knox Co., Tenn., by a slave whom he was correcting. — Dr. Croabv, » 
dentist, of New Haven Conn., is the inventor of a curious machine k 
sticking pins on papers. — Dr. Charles Jewett has been engaged tolectuR 
Upon temperance in Maine for some months. 



Sobtcribera wbo lmv« b«en in wml oTNot. 16 and 18 of Vol. S5, of iIm Jooiaal, ilv Mori 

lhat thoM iiumfjers hnvp (ifM n rr-prin(e<t, nn ! rnti now be sir.plir l. 

An Mini sbeel of 4 pagdk will be tbaod mcluded to tlii» uuuiber of the JtHiraal. 



MAaaiBD^At N«w York, Alfrad NkwciMB, VLIX, lo Mnt H. E. Bftlwlo DBew. 

Dim,— At Philadelphia, Dr. SpOMw SerpNint, of late one of the resideol pbysjctai»rf« 
Pennsylvania Hospital. — \i >!t. Vernon, of rholera. Dr. Byforth.— At Aint«b> m ^fW» 8". 
Axariah bmitb^ M.lX, missiouary of ibo A. B. C. F. M. to the Armenians, 34. 



O^athi in notlnn—fot the week eirf''n!: Sntnntn}' noon. July 19lh, 70. — Wate^, 37 — ffmslw.S. 
Accidental, I— Uiseaw ofbaweU, d^intlatnmalion of boweU, 7— disease ol lb** bra;ii, 1— «•". 
sumption, \6 — convuUions, 6 c ho l ewi morbus. 2— -colic, 1— dyscoterv, 3— diarrboea, I— dropst <* 
the brain, 3-— drowned, 1— epilepsy, T — ivpti'!<i Ibvcr. '1 — lung fever, 2— rheumatic ferer, I— bf" 
fever, 1— diseaiie of the heart, 1— iutlaunnaiion, 1 — infantile, 2 — iudammation of the ^P-jT 
congestion of the lungs, 1— marasnm, I - meaalet, 1— 'dd age, l^HUMise of Ibe ■pioe.f'-**' 
pox, 2— suicide, I — teething, 4. _ 

Under 5 years, 30 — between 5 and JO years, 6 — hetwem 10 and 40 ^ears, 27 ^ 
Jio'i HO yean, 4— over 60 yenns, Americans, 22 ; ptnUgam and chlMlOl 0# kmp^^ 

The abovo indudet 9 daaiha at Uie Ciijr IniiitutMNia. 

♦ 
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MEDICINE AND 8IIRGBRT IN HBXIOOl 

I.£TT£a FROM PROF. HUDSOK, OF IOWA. 

From Dr. Hegewiaob, who iwd resided in Vera Crus ior tbree yean, 
I obtained a few facts concerning the medical peofeanoD tad tostitutioos 
of tbe Republic. I regret that ciccuoDstances have so eonspined as to 
prevent my viatling these institutions. Dr. Hegewisch is a German, who 
came to Oaxaca many years a^o as physician to an English mining com- 
pany. He is a fine-looking man, with an open frank countenance, and 
is very much of a i^pntleinan. He stands high in his proression. Him- 
self, with two medic al brethren, were the founders of tiie iiK-dic al rol- 
lege at the city of Mexico, which went into rxi^u ncc' in 1838 uiiiier the 
patronage of the Slate. The denartmeni^ were, and still are, divided 
up into eioht or ten m number. The ^alary of each professor was stipu- 
lated Hi ^ I '200 a year, and students were educated free of charge. 
Their annual number of students averaged from forty to sixty. In 
1840, when the French were expelled from the country, llie professors 
were, without cause or provocation, summarily ejected fiom places^ 
and the chairs re-61led by Mexican teacbers ; leaving the hooorabla 
feuiiders^ their unpaid and well-anmed salaries unprovided for. Thia 
characteristic peifidy was not surprising, though it was unkwked lor. 

There is a university with a medical department of respectability ia 
Gaudalaxara, a medical college at Pueblo, one at Motella, one at Oaxaoo^ 
making 6ve in all. Tbe three latter are institutions of no merit or re- 
prc tiiMIity, They niaintain only three or four chairs in each. Dr* 
I h.'gewisch occupied the chair of Surgery in the school at the city of 
Mexico, and lectured four times a-week. During this time, himself and 
associates conducted and published a medical journal ; but it is now 
abandoned, and there is none in existence in the whole Republic. 

The Faculty embraced tlie ptiysiological doctrine of the humoral 
pathologists of ilit* French scliool ; and nn disease illustrates so forcibly 
:o the mind of Dr. II. this intpresiing doctrine (of Broussais ?) as that 
Protean malady of this laiitudf, t!ip vomito. Tl»e disease is now pre- 
vailing in Vera Cms, but at (ik nt mnre mild than fatal. The rapid 
:ljan^e the blood undergo* s (hiring its invasion and proj^ress, is strikingly 
>alpable, although the scijm nrf's are by no meaua so imiroini us iliis 
;Iiaiige, nor so uoiform as ilie mode of attack. Violent pain in tiie iicad 
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is a never- failing ^inptoni, and appears at tlie onset, often located ott 
one or both eyes, and reaching deep behind the orbit. Injected eje?. 
and irteroded conjunctivje. aro constant symptoms. Pain along the sploe, 
heaviness and acliini^ pains ihrougljoiit the hinbs, sometimes yawnin;. 
and somcfiiTTPs a chill. Tongue soon contrd \vii]i a white chm 
coal, rollovved by a pertiirlH'(1 stomach, anfl liu n \ oiniiin'^. Tii*^ t^vkL- 
sive and dreadful chanue in tin- Mood is now njost markedly 5*^en. I( 
heroines tluid. The ^(Kiin is increased in (juanlity, and liie 6bna 6- 
fiiiiushed. Its plastictiy seems suddenly gone. A general hapmorrlnjc 
tendency and extravasations do not always accompany the malady: k 
tlie strength ot the perverse action cenires about the liver, blocks upibe 
natural outlets of this gland, without arresting its secreting funciicm. 
When the overflow of bile into the surface tissues, marks as plain ib 
ieteioded condition, as when sanguineous eztfavasations p n Aoa k tL 
The fifst day, the pulse is upwards of 100, and the febrile stage is m 
actiFe. Towards the termination of the case, the pulse sinb to 4 
beats the minute, the patient becomes quiet and easy, and feels cote 
of recoveiy* But this respite or apparent amendment is often deMtt 
the pulse soon fiiils in the fatal cases and becomes imperceptible, tlx^ 
tient grows weaker, the vital forces flag, and life passiss away is akak 
as a burning wick is extinguished Ibr lack of oil. 

Tlie un familiarized physician stands amazed at the oofettyoft^ 
mode of death, and confounded at the subtlety of those causes 
produced it. His innutring tlKxights in vain ask. from whence came 
force of that fatal influence whose power his skill could not avert, »i 
whose march leaves behind so few tani^ible evidences of its nature. 

The votnilo, like the yellow fever, does not attack ti)e nr^'v**- ofW 
Cruz, but those \v!io come only a few leai^ues from the KH.nor are i^- 
fjuently seized with it ; yet it is not confined to the l<x ilitv ncxiotM 
sinniner and rainy season of the vear, but often prevaii> with p^' 
mortality in the interior of the country, along the coast, and during i:« 
spring, fall and winier months. According to the observation? of 
Hegewisch, it follows the emi2:nuioii of foreisfners, and is more espflcirff 
obnoxious to them when living in societies or companies, than wbeatfe 
stranger is by himself. 

The identity of this disease with yellow fever is so close as to 
a distinction between them useless, and the task, when eooipM.* 
meaningless piece of refinement. Dr. Hegewisch confesses his 
o point out a diflerence worth the name of distinctioo. The sympio* 
and mode of invasktn are almost precisely the same ; each receives ^ 
same treatment. 1 am not familiar, from observatk>n» with the 
logical leskms observed in either case. 

General and local abstraction of blood ; oil, blisters, stnapisim 
sudorifics, constitute the chief means of treatment. Some cases Itf 
but a few hours, others continue several days. 

The Mexicans offer as little encouragement to foreign practiiiofw 
of medicine as any other calling. They are not admitted to examiw- 
tkm until they have resided in the Republic twelve montlis. and tht^i 
paying upwards of one hundred dollars lor the license. Diuiag \k 
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ast Congress, a law was agitated which compelled foreigners to reside 
:wo years in the country before they could be admitted to examination. 

IVatem Midico'Chirurgical JaumaL 



dOCJNTAIN AND MALARIOUS FBVeRS PaODUCEO BY THE SANG 

CAUSE. 

BV IIU E. OATMAN. M.ll., OF DINDKK, ILL. 

(n passing over one tliousand njiles of the vast plains towards the Pa- 
'j lie, t lie earlier emigrants of 1819 enjoyed great freedom from fevers. 
Jill while going through the Souili Pn^< of the Rocky Mountains, some 
)( tluMii «'Xperienc.e(l grcMt clyspiuua. \\ hicli was inrreased by exercise, 
i'iie altitude was 8500 i'cri above tiie levul of the sea. This dyspnoea 
0 ii stMiibled that 1 had ohscrvod in congesti\e fevers in Illinois, where 
hf lungs were chiefly affected, that I was induced lo inquire if they 
\ . re produced by ihc. same cause. We be^an to descend the same 
lay, and were iu lower altitude ; but still several thousand feel above 
he level of the sea. Within a few days (I lost my journal), one fourth 
)f our company were taken vvilh what is called the "mountain lever." 

They were aiiackcd with depression of spirits, languor and debility, 
miU extreme aching iu the forehead and lumbar region of the back, 
:him, coldness and numbness of the extremities, and slight chills. These 
xrere followed by an increase of thirst and pain, with febrile re-action— 
reoerally high, and in some cases delirium. If not energetically treated, 
be remission was very light in the morning. The cases yielded, in 
rom one to three days, to six or eight grains of sulph. quinine and 
me fourth to one third of a grain of sulph. morphine three or four times 
i-day, after a mercurial Qatliartic. The convalescence was as rapid as 
s usual in this country after such fevei*s. 

Fat bacon and coffee had been the staple articles of food, since we left 
lome ; and such was our mode of life that wc partook of them in no 
sparing quantities. These being highly carbonaceous articles, and the 
veather rather warm, there was evidently an accumulation of carbon in 
he system. \Vhil(' the same quantities wore still ingested, we ascended 
o an altitude (8,500 feet) where the atmosphere was "^o rare, timt, with 
leep and frequent inspirations, there was not sufficient oxygen taken 
ulo the circulation to maintain ihu vital actions during active exercise. 
Hvnce the dyspmeu and sense of ifiipcmfing suffocation. The carlion, 
lot mceiiiji^f with the proper elements with which to combine, could not 
)e eliminated from the system through the natural avenues. Conse- 
[ueiiily, a vast accuuiuUiiun would Lake place in a short time. The 
coldness of the nights in this altitude, checking tiie insensible perspira- 
ion, would produce a pathological state of the blood, which would de* 
ange, consecutively, the fiinctions of the liver, Iddneys, &c., through 
vbich the carbon is eliminated. The blood, now loaded with carbon, 
tad imperfectly faematized ; failing thereby to stimulate the cerebral and 
lervous functions, that state of depcessioo and languor would ibllow 
vhicb results in chills and all the phenomena of fever. 
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Here the countiy was diy and the air saluhiioiis; and lo tbedont 
observer, there was no local cause of disease. Yet here o^didvi 
suffer from fevers ; and hm only did we see the giaves of meroii* 

grants. It seemeii reasonable to attribute these fevers to an ooeaof 
carbon in the system ; thert^ no other appreciable cause. 

Let us now examine if fevers called malarious are produced bj da 
same cause. Epidemics of these fevers occur after proCiactsdhatarf 
drought in marshy and alluvial localities ; and, according to Dr. 
son and others, in the dned-up beds of streams, and where absorbis; 
surfaces had been flooded and had become dry. The invariable condi- 
tions of protrartpd licnr and {lmu2;lit, would so rarefv th^* air. ihattlH 
carbon not inrctinn oxygen in adequate ])roportions lor corahitii!!!::?' 
would accujnulaio in the system ; and if the diet u>pd was carijon-- 
ceous (and soldMMs generally use such), the quanuties would be incwasl. 
If these conditions obtained where there was vej^etable mailer in amil- 
vanced staoe of decomposition, as is u<;ually the case where these (fe* 
eases prevail, then, through the lun^, would large additions be ifik 
to the already excessive quantity of carbon in the system, in li« 
"drietl-up beds of streams," and where " absorbing surfaces" hadbera 
flooded, and had become dry, we would exj)eci to find the remains of 
decaying vegetable matter largely in the former case, and to some oM 
in the ktter, although not .perceptible, perhaps, to the eye. Btatif ax 
as alleged, diere were the m variable conditions of protracted hettai 
drought, or a high aUttude, and probably carbonaceous diet, wUeb vwU 
produce the same pathological condition of the fluids. The Califinii 
emigrants above referred lo, bad neither drought nor consideralile Imi; 
nor vet were they exposed to alluvial lands made bare, or graomhsh 
Boalfy flooded, and* now dry and absorbing, witli the •* vegetation uiwir 
homed up." And yet they had all the phenomena of endemic iiMh- 
rious fever, which was answerable to the same treatment. 

This l>eing the true etiology of these diseases, we may better mAs' 
stand the Trwrfits operfrn^i of venesection, practised for the core of in* 
termittents in the? cold stage — how quinine, and morphia, and even a^w 
Stimulants, remove nil the pbeTiornena of fever, hv er|tin!i7ifi?:^ the cir^J* 
jatlon, quieting nervotK in italiility, promoting perspiration, and the ^p- 
Cretions of the liver, kidneys, vs:e. And how the recuj)erative po»Ti! 
of the system an^ px^Tltd to free the biood from the surplus carbon, 
fncrea<;inir the fullness and frecjuency of the respiration, by the vi^^oTw^ 
circulation, he, in fever; making }>owerful (^though sometimes abortiw! 
efforts to excite all the orsfans to vigorous action, throug^h which tb? 
Carbon is eliminated from the horiy. Or if there is a relative defidesc? 
6f nitrogen in ihe cerebrum and nervous system, how that is suppliei 
by quinta, and other nitrogenized substances. 

Having seen no very satisfactory theory of the chemksal natme.cf ^ 
Bideflnable agent we call malaria, I submit Uie restttts of my observate 
hoping that they may, at least, throw some light upon the further chci* 
datioo of this subject, which has so long been a desideratum in mcdkia 
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ATTEMPTED MURDER BY ARSENIC— EVIDENCE FROM THE ACTION 

OF THE POi^SON ON ANIMALS. 

Kebbt Assibks. Tralee, Saturda]r» March 15, 1851. Before Judge 
Ball. — Dennis Healy, 38, was charged with feloniously, wilfully, and dt, 
malice aforetliouglit, admiuistering arsenic to Catherine Healy, his wife, 
with intent to murder her. 

The crown counsel, Messrs. Plunket, Hicksoti, J. D. Fitzgerald, and 
Henn, prosecuted, and Mr. Brereton defended, the ])risoner. 

Catherine Healy, a woman aged 20, examined. — Was inanied to the 
prisoner about Christmas twelvemonth. Before they were married a 
fortnight, prisoner brgan to treat her badly. He used to beat her very 
often. On Saturday in summer (l^ilh July), witness made stirabout fbt 
dinner; put down liuliiin meal, having previously rinsed the pot. Put 
down ciraii water from the well. Put the pot on the fire. The pri- 
soner stii rod it. When it was done, witness poured out some on a dish 
fur the prisoner, and some on a plate for prisoner's step-brother, John 
Lynch. Prisoner sent her out to cut soil for the cows, and she left her 
own puiiioii of stirabout in the pot. Cut lite soil, and then milked the 
cows. Came in, and prisoner told her to eat her stirabout. It was still 
in the pot. It was cold. Ate it from the pot. Prisoner and his brother 
ate what was poured on the plate and dish. Witness ate a heariy meal 
(com the pot. Gave some to the dog — three spoonfuls. Penqis Shea, 
and Biddy Shea were in the house. Did not 6nd any taste in tbe[ 
stirabout. Noticed that the skin or scum of it was broken, as if atined, 
after it cooled. Noticed also two lumps in it, like flour, but suspecting 
9othin|(, she ate them. Became immediately sick, and vomited* After 
this, witness felt as if boiling in her throat. The Tomiting occurred at 
night, but ceased in the morning* Felt a tightness in the throat, extend* 
ing downwards towards the stomach— buining and soreness, with pres* 
sure in the stomach. Had a great hoarseness, and in a week^s time 
akin peeled off the soles of her feet For three or four days had a di$- 
culty in standing. Used to trip in walking, and was unable tp deep- 
Was not well for a fortnight. Was in perfect health before eating the 
stirabout. The dog had also been quite well, but saw hifn vomit two or 
three times after he ate the stirabout. He fell frequently on his side. 
Ht* ran to the place the fowls were in, and vomited there. Did not 
see tiie dog again till he was found dead in a dyke in the course of ten 
days. The hens were about the house during the day ; one of them 
died the next day. Snw the others scarcely able to stand, and refusing 
food. This hen died in a couple of days, and its feathers were found 
lo be loose. A red cock, also, which was kept in the house, died in 
six or seven days. It dropped most of its feathers before it died. Pri- 
soner was not in the house when witness took sick. When he caine in 
she was very bad, and lying in bed ; he told her, however, to go out 
and spread -out the dung ; she said she was skk, and he said sb^ \)ra^ 
DOC The prieel came to her on the third daj. The priest a|]d to 
die prisoner be would have him aneste^* Prisoner then made ayfiiy 
with himself, and did not return until witness lecqv^re^* 
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Bridget Shea txa i lined. — Is an aunt of Catherine Hwlf. Wasb 
tiie lionsc. While lier niece was out cutting the soilj witness saw tin 
|iri>onnr standin j; clo^.' to tlu? pot where liis wife's sliiaboui 'Auscoolin:. 
[Tills witness (iL'pu.« . d to the other facts, in the same manner as theiiji 
witness, detailing the sirkncss of the girl and of ihe dog and beas.) 
' Cruss-cxamined.^Did not see the prisoner touch the pot. CoaU 
not see him clearly on account of a dresser which was paitlj betveei 
them* 

Daniel Shea (a boy) examined, — ^Was in the house. Heard die pi- 
soner send his wife out to cut the soil. Went out at the same tioK^k 
returned immediately, and found the prisoner at the pot. Heliadit 
on the dresser, and his hands were in the pot (horc witnes.-!, by m<'2D>rf 
a hat, de<:cribed the manner in which he saw the prisoner's lian(l> in lijt 
pot). When witness came in, prisoner withdrew h'\> liands from xh^'M. 
and. putting one hand in his breeches pocket, walked to the doors:d 
looked out. He then walked back again to the |X)t, and pulhishwis 
in it n^nin ; no person was in the hmi-e besides firidi^et Shea, the priscfl- 
er and witness. Bridjiet Shea could not see what he was dninj.onjc- 
count of tlie dresser. (Thi^: witness depost-d to the subsequent cirru::;- 
stances of the woman, tlv f'nir and the hen being sick, and nKWtioid 
his having seen tiie prisoner beat his wife.) 

Tlie J{ev. GaiTett Roche examined. — ^Tbe prisoner raine to trtcc 
the day of the occiirrfno'. and told ine liis wife w as sick, and bad tokens 
disgust to her cruLl. lie wanted me to go to prepare her. He did no: 
appear much cojicerned. I went aloni^ with liiui, but when neat 
house I missed hiin. I had aiiother sick call to make that day, so Ik. 
not go to the prisoner's house. He came to me again late at ni«;bi,te 
I could not go then, as it was Saturday night, and it would haveintdM 
with my duties. On the Monday, in consequence of removing, I wi 
to the house. I found the woman flushed. Her eyes vety red. I 
asked the prisoner where he jvot the poison ; he appeared stuooed, vi 
did not answer Ibr a time. Then he said, I gave her no poison. I dM 
said to the woman*s uncle that he should send Ibr the police, and deoB 
every person who had been present at the making of the stirabout I 
then put all the people out of the room, that I might hear the iram's 
confession. SVhen I came out, the prisoner was gone. 1 did aot lee 
biro again till the woman was out of danger. 

Dr. Mayberry deposed as to the symptoms observed by biro on rioliB; 
the prosecutrix on the fourth day. They were such as arsenic is cafe- 
ble of producing. He received from Constable Tracy a da^. a coct, 
and also, previously extracted, the contents of the dog's stomach. 2"'i 
put it in a ^lottle sealed up. Took out, also, the r ontents of the croi> 
and gizzard of the fn n, and sealed it up in a bottle. Also extracit<l 
the stomach itself of the do<z, and part of ihe crop and gizzard of ilw 
cock. Bottled tiiein, and sealed them. Gave tiie bottles to CoDsuble 
Tracy. 

Constable Tiiomas Tracy examined. Proved that he conve\>Hlihe 
dead dog, the cock and the hen to Dr. Mayberry? and subsequeniir 
brought from him certain bottles, which he delivered to Dr. Geogbegao- 
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Dr. Geotrhegan, Fellow and Profpssor of x\m Royal College of Sur- 
geons, examined. — Received, on the 3d of September, lliree bottles 
froin Constnble Tracy. The botllps weic senled, and labelled respect- 
ively — I, Content?! of the crop ;iud gizzard of a fowl thai ate die 
maltL-rs vomited by Catherine lleaiy"; 2, "Contents of the stomach 
jf a (lo;i( lliat swallowed some of the ;j;ruel " ; 3, ** Sloiiiach of the 
low:, and part of the gizzard and crop of a cock." No. 1 contained 
ii/uut half an unnce of acid vegetable matter, with a little gravel and 
, lay ; the presence of starch was indicated in considerable qiiaiuiiy, ajid 
ilso that of arsenious acid or while arsenic, antouiuing to between two 
and three grains. The presence of starch showed iliat the fowl had 
fed on some foimaccous matter. The quantity of white arsenic was 
sufficient to destroy life in the fowl, or even that of the human subject* 
Pwo and a half grains have destroyed the life of an adult. The stato- 
nent that arsenic enters into the composition of any part of the human 
body, is altogether erroneous. Orfila maintained that doctrine^ but he 
3as since failed to establish it, and has admitted his error. The subject 
las been rigorously investigated by Flandin and Danger, and it is now 
conceded that arsenic is not a constituent of the bones, or any other 
itnicture. Thero was a small quantity of clay in the crop and gizzard, 
jut 1 do not in anywise attribute the presence of arsenic to the clay, 
;hou»h it is asserted that clay contains traces of that substance. The 
contents of the dog^s stomach furnished no trace of arsenic, nor did the 
>toinacli itself nor tliai of the n;izzard and crop of the cock. I have 
ittendfd all through this trial, a?vf! !in\'e heard all the symptoms detailed 
ly the witnesses. The symptoms cxlubited by the woman afford in ihem- 
>elves a strong presurit[)!ion of poisoning, and, when viewed in connec- 
ion with their antectiK hl and concomitant circumstances, fully establish 
he fact. I have heard of the lumps in the stirabout, .\rsenic in 
>ovvder would ije likc^ly to form such lumps in gruel, as it does not with 
"acility dissolve evL'U in water. White arsenic reseinhh^s flour in color, 
[n most instances in which arsenic has been swallowed, it lias pro- 
luced no impression on the nerves of taste, but, in some cases, an acrid 
eeling has been experienced. Jf taken in gruel, it would not be likely 
o indicate itself by taste. The first effect of a poisonous dose of arse* 
lie taken by a person in health b usually nauseous, followed by vomit- 
ng, and subsequently l)y a burning in the stomach, which is occa* 
lionally very intense. It often produces soreness on pressure of the slo- 
Dach. One of the most constant efiects of arsenical poison b the 
Miming sensation of the throat, usually accompanied by hoarseness, and 
oinetimes by a sense of constriction. The falling off of the skin or 
lails is also very common when the case is prolonged. Paralytic symp- 
onris, such as those detailed in evidence, often result from tlie action of 
rsenic, but may also be produced by f>ther poisons, such as lead. From 
he symptoms exhibited by the dog and the fowl, namely, the vomiting, 
taggering, falling off of the feathers, a presumption of poisoning in these 
.niinals is established. The fact that no ai-senic was present in the 
tornach of the doi,', or tlie rrop and gizzard of the cock, is quite con- 
istent with their having been poisoned, because if, as it appears, they 



torvived for some considerable time, the poison may have been efimint- 

ed. Thf' doctor proceeded to detail the conclusions at which be had 
arrivpd (fom the consideration of the mrdiral fnrts — nanirlv. that Cathr^ 
rin< liealy had swallowed an imtant poisoo, and that such poboQfs 
white arsenic. 

Cross-examined. — Sickness of stomach is very usual with iernales in 
the early stages of pr>'<^^nnTirv (prosci utrix wa«? prp'jnant at \hf l<meo(tt? 
occurrence). I d(] not think that acrid bilions njallers <u allo^v ed bjrife 
dojj would account for his sickness, nor eoiild it account for iht- droppb; 
oti of the feathers of the fowl, nor for the presence of arsenic inik 
digestive organs of the latter. Vegeuble poisons produce eflecte oo 
man differing in some instances from those observed in the lower aninak; 
blit mhiml poisons are more unifonn in their effects. 

A Jaror.— Do 700 tbink tbtt a perm who btd taken so kiget 
dose of arsenic as the proeecotrix, could have lived ? 

Witness^^I don't iroow whether the qoantity taken was large ;k 
if it were, it is not surprising that recovery should ensue, both /ram Ai 
^aily oecurrence of (fee vomiting, and from the ilRst that the viscid m- 
ferial with which the poison was admixed would, hy enveloping the poi- 
ean, both pnxDote Us more ready expulsion through vomiting, andly 
partially pitnecting the lining membrane of the stomach from its ooslK^ 
would retard its absorption into the system. 

Mr. Brereton, in a long and very powerftil speech, contended tin 
no sufficient evidence of an adequate motive was adduced against ib» 
prisoner. That no proof was p^iven of his having procured or purchased 
any poison whatever. That such proof rould readily have been girfo 
if, in fact, he had procured it at tlie only approachable place whm'i 
could be had — namely, in the town of Kenrnnre. That the *oie ttft 
in the case substantially crirniihUifiL" the pri-om r, \\ a< the fact svicn 
to by Dennis Shea. That Shea ininself was not btr-vorul suspicion intbe 
case; and that the woman's sister, Norry, was shown to have a dir«t 
interest in her death. Counsel then proceeded to contend, that the case 
was by no means conclusive as to the fi\ct of arsenic or any jjoison iiai4 
been taken at all, or administered by any one. True, they had the op** 
nion of a most distinguished physician on the point; but it was, after A 
lib alotv Iftoii an opimm. All these views were pressed with partioihr 
fSit^ upon the jury. 

Judge Ball summed up the evidence, leaving it to the jury to 4e> 
termine, first, whether poison had been taken ; secondly, whether (iffo) 
h had been the act of the prisoner ; and, thiidly, the questitm of iolcA 

The j^, widiout hesitation, returned a verdict of guilty^ — ^Lowb* 
Medkal wixttte. 



ADHESION OF THG EAR AFTER ALMOST ENTIRE SCPilRATIOR 

rROM THE HEAD. 

Goldberg, a Hungarian pedlar, was brought to our infirmary after hi** 
ing received very seveic injuries at the Georgia Railroad^ by 
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cftught by a car and jammed against a brick wall. The injury, how- 
ever, Ibr which we leport the case, was an extensive laceration of the 
left ear. It appeam tnat it was caught by the [h ejecting edge of the 
roof of the car, and we found it torn entirely off, with the exception 
of about one fourth of an inch of skin at the upper portion of its attach* 
ment, and this narrow neck of skin had been raised for some distance 
up from the temporal bone. The cartilage was torn off from its attJich- 
ment to the auditory process, the rough edge of which was observable 
in the centre of tlie denuded surface from which the ear had been torn. 
The ear was cold a!\d blue — apparently without viialitv. 

INoi witti'^tandinu: tli!« seemingly hopeless rondilion, we concludid to 
attempt union. For this purpose \vc ajipln»d six sutures of silk, attach- 
ing llie ear to the scalp, a thick pledget of lint was placed behind the 
ear, anf! another broader one over it to retain it steadily, and over these a 
It iiitl was applied. We administered a grain of morphine to the pa- 
tieiii, lur pain which he suffered from other and more serious injuries. 
On the fourth day, the dressings were removed, and, lo our surprise, the 
entire ear had adhered by means of coagulable lymph. A very small 
portwn of the lobe, which had been badly bruised, had become dark, 
but the rest of the organ was red and warm, and in every way mani* 
fested sufficient vitality to convince us that our otoplastie operatbn had 
oicceeded. 

The patient remained with us ibr nearly two months, during which 
time the adhesion became perfectly firm. Although the ear had be- 
come attached, still the meatus was iA>t preserved, in consequenco 
of the cartilage not becoming attached to the auditory process. This 
opening being completely closed, deafiiess was the result — tliis was 
remedied by an incisbn over the meatus, and the intn)duction of 
short metallic bougies, whk^h were worn to dilate the orifice. When 
he left us he was still wearing the bougie, and could hear distinctly 
whenever it was removed temporarily, though we did not consider it 
prudent, at that time, to leave it out permanently, for fear of a return 
of the occlusion. 

The above case needs no extendeil rciniirk ; the precept deducible 
rroni ii i too plain to refjnire any amplification — viz., that we should at- 
tempt union in cases like the above, even though the chance of success 
may be but a forlorn hope.-— Db. F. U. Campbell, in tSoul/tem Mbd, 
and Surg, Journal, 



DR. COMSTOCK'd JVOT£S FROM MEDICAL LECTURES 

[Coiidnd«d from pa«c 6oo.] 

Garlick, he thought useful to old people. In giddiness, applied to 
the Ibet it produces a poweriiii revulsion from the head. In lieu of 
blisteriog it may he applied to children, in pain and for tumors. In 
deftlbess a clove itselt may be intnKiuced, or the juice squeesed uito 
the ear. 
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Dr. Rosff. 

Apoplexy has been thought epidemic, but he rathpr thought it to be 
a symptom in some epidemic fevers. Remedies siiould be «»tli<»' stimt' 
lant or tonic, accordinj; to the stale of tln^ system. 

llydrocepkalm, he thou;:ht produced by too mtirli action of th<» arte- 
rial system, and the water in the hrnin as only a ( on^eijiK-rtre of lie 
fever. • He had known it pmduced in a child hy its talhii.: on its f«i 
into a cellar. Disease^ ronlinne alter the causrs \\lii( h ('xrite ilj-m i'-- 
cuH'd. It i«s a fihal disease. Instances nienlinned in w inch iiiue out of 
a family, and another of five in a family, have died with it. It la^ 
been calleil apoplexia, and apoj)lexia hydroc« i'l)alira. He th^Ilk:^ sow 
who were i>up|K>s.ed to have been overlaid by the ir mot hers, ha vt' died 
with this apoplexy. The (freat« r tlif ipianlily of water in the brain, tb^ 
less the sii^ns ol lufiammalion ; which he says is easily accounted ix. 
because the bloodvessels unload themselves into the ventricles. Aftff 
this transfusion of water, there is a remission of the symptoms, fcri 
few days, which imposes upon the physician, as the remissioD is en&irir 
deceitful. 

TreatmaU, — Bloodlettin The first stage is often attributed to worn : 
hence this remedy is not applied in time. He bled Miss Hunter, agei 
]6| a great number of times, and thus cured bee Cold to the head- 
active purges-calomel, rhubarb and jalap. Pink-root should be sfwl- 
ed, as it makes a determination to the brain. Instance in which one side 
was most affected — in which a bibter drew only on one aide, and a afr 
«valion took place only on one side. He forbids salivation w hen tlie 
child is under 8 years of age. Six cases were cored by bloodMa* 
in the course of not a long time. 

Hiemorrhagcs. — Episiaxis is sometimes a symptom of fever. Vene- 
section — cold to the scrotum. Dr. Darwin recommends to dip the whole 
head in cold water. 

H'rm(ii')ii/su. — Sometimes it is from the trachea and larvtix. SinE'tr: 
has brought ii on, as has laughing : in the Rfv. Dr. Arne, liftini: n ba^ot 
meal ; in another case, quarrellino with an o-ti^^r. A woman died in th^ 
sta<j;e with it, in passing the Allei^hany moiuitains. Kijuable exertion c-^' 
till* luniks, as in sin^in^. prevents it. H»Mir«' lirissot ref»!rs th<' frefj'jeiicy nt 
jjultnoiiary consumption in this city, among the QuakcT won Mm mor? 
than amon£> otlieiu, to liieir not usin;; tlieir voices in this natural exerci*"- 
For, Dr. Rush observes, it is as natural to sing as to talk. Haemoptysis 
in many cases does not shorten life, as the King of Prussia bad it duiins 
his seven years* war, and lived till he was 75. It b least alanning m 
old people. Rev. Dr. Smith, of Princeton, lost two hundred ounces of 
blood before his hemoptysis was subdued. After venesection, t w hi mih * 
salt in substance, in tea or pap, is a temporary- remedy, to be used oolr 
during the hemorrhage. It may be taken beroro bleedin^r, abo. Sugar 
of lead — rest. Conversation and strong licjuors should be foc b tdde a . 
Opium, in cases of weak morbid action. Emetics have been neon- 
mended by Dr. Bryan Robinson. Brandy toddy stopped it in one ca^^. 
Dr. Thomas Bond used venesection once in six weeks, and outlivr^ ibe 
disease. A case was mentioned of a roan who lived to be 76, and took 
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Mmroon salt every day, after finding, in the first place, that it checked 
bis hemoptysis. Dr« Rush himself was afl^ected with it. He received 
most benefit rit>m what he calls that noble remedy, Peruvian bark. 

Hfematemesis is not so danc^eroiis when the blood is Mack as when 
it is florid. Coniinon salt checked it. Clysters of cold water, alum, 
>acliarum saturni, a blister to the stomach. The hasmorrhage is some* 
liiTK S SO copious as not to require venesection* 

iMelfena, or hjemorrlia«];e Iron) the liver, is generally fatal. 

Bleeding from ike Bowels. — Cold-water bath, by the mouth and by 
njection ; coninion salt ; laudanum ; sugar of lead ; galls applied to the 
mus ; rest ; low diot. 

Htrmorrhoidal Stale of Fever — orrnr« in rhildren during dentition. 
Calvin died with it, in wliose case alors proved iiurtful. M.M. Jvocal 
bleeding. He has known six drops give iintuediale relief. Sulphur: 
^f*neral bloodlettitiL^ ; colt! water to the parts affected ; an ointment 
Df equal parts ol lar and liog's hud ; siranioniuin ointuient ; a h'at of to- 
naeco. Taxis, or pinching the tumor with the finoer. Souielinics piles 
produce other diseases, and even pulmonary consumption. Mahometans 
lever leave the privy without washing the end of the ructum.- He has 
lot heard whether ihey have haemorrhoids or not, but recommends the 
practice. A priest was affected with an internal flux of blood, with ae- 
krere pain, and died on the thirteenth day. Morgagni examined the in- 
testines again and again, and yet found no morbid nppt^arance, not even 
:he abrasion of the intestinal mucus. The inference is, that the blood 
proceeded from the liver* 

H/Rtfhctd State of Fever, Hepatitis.— Diseases and disorders of 
the liver, including diseases of action and diseases of organ* Dia^ 
betes biliosus— discharge of hile, or hepatic chyle. Preternatural secre- 
tion of wateT'-^f air, and of black bile, or black vomit of the liver. 

iSymptowtt* — Difficulty of lying on the right side, vomiting, colic, cos- 
tiveness, tenesmus, hiccup, erysipelas, stools so acrid as to excoriate the 

rectum. Dr. tells of a case with symptoms of hydrophobia. 

A.nd mention was made of another case, in which the patient could only 
'est on the hand and knees. The pti!-e is most active on the nfferted 
side. Dr. Rush has seen all the al)ove symptoms, but not combined. 
He mentioned as remarkahle that the liver is nof nirerfed with spasm, 
ll is because that organ has no muscular fibres. Jntl il lias been ab- 
jorbed, as was the case witii the famous Sir Williani Jones. The head, 
jvomb, and uiiivv viscera, throw their diseases upon the liver. Thinks 
aihuub fever, acute antl chronic hepatitis, have a common orl<^in. Cieg- 
lorn refers hepatitis to bad water. Buniing of the liaiida und feet is a 
jyrnptom in some cases. Mortification seldom occurs. 

T^eaimmt^^TbiBre is a metastasis in opinions as well as in diseases, 
[n the forming state of diseases of the liver, h^ would give emetk» and 
[)urges. If these do not prevent, and when the disease is formed, he 
M^oidd take blood, promptly and copiously. He bled Mr. Mofiat fifleeo 
times, and yet did not prevent suppuration, altliougli he saved his life. 
Another patient he bled thirty-eight times, and thus cured her. Blister 
repeatedly. Salivate. If a salivatran cannot be produced, it is a sign 
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that tappumtioo bci taken place. When meicuiy lalla, Dr. Dick^tf 
Calcutta, says that a seton in the region of the liver cures it. Dr. R 
imitated this practice in two cases. The suppuratioo may discharge it- 
self into the cavity of the thorax, iolo the auhatance of the ]ipgi,iDto 
the stomach, into the intestines, into the cavity of the abdoniCD, lod ii 
may be evacuated by the kidneys. Mention was made of a pliffirir 
who tapped a little girl twice, when the abscess had broken into the ai)- 
domen, and cured lier. A case wa.^ mentioned in which the matter 
disch«r|Ered by expectoration frnm thp Inni^s. And the celebrated D*. 
Shippen, of Philadelphia, and loriiiurly professor of anatomy in the Uc- 
vei-sity of Pennsylvania, was supposed thus to have discharj^ed the nai- 
ter of a liver B[)scess. Dr. R. su[»pn<rd this to have happened lo two 
of liis patients, one of whom was Dr. Pascalis, of New Ywk. The 
pus is sometimes so acrid as to erode cartilage and bone. He w. 
a patient, lixjin whose muuth a number of worms crawled the dav aik 
her death. Worms are sometimes su imposed to be the cause. Hot wata 
every morning to blunt the acrimony of the bile. Gentle purges, miik 
diet, and fasting, were mentioned in this connection. Of milk, it wis 
said that it may be maile to set on the stomach bv nddm a fildetli* 
li. Of fasting, Dr. Franklin, whilst minister at FVance, ftsled coureiT 
once a week, so as, he said, nature might clear oat her streets. 

CoUe Fhttt or milky stools.— -He saw a case wherein the sloob wm 
nearly as white as nulk. In such cases the doctor supposed tbit m 
jnnch chyle was sent to the liver. 

In a great many cases of death from consumption and other disease, 
the kidneys are found to be in a diseased state. Dr. BaiUie's Mociii 
Anatomy is worth perusing as to his remarks upon the kido^s. 
mat'ion of them affects people in Ceylon, who live wholly on saochuse 
matter without any animal food. 



THREE CASES FROM MY NOTE-BOOR. 

[Communicated for the Uogton A{«iJlcai nn<i iSurgicai Journal.] 

I SEND you, Mr. Editor, widi the enclosed remittance for the Journal, 
the following cases, the penisal of which may afford some interest w 
your readers. With them 1 would like to throw out a su;L;u;estion. .Most 
of the subscribers to the .Innnuil are medical nipn. in the practice of lite 
profession. Numerous interesting cases in medicine and surgery niu.< 
occur almost daily in our ranks, but are sutiered to pass by unreported. 
This ou^ht not so to be. They are rii^ht fully the property of the profe?- 
sion, and the rfnim should be answered. My suggestion, then, b— that 
when the y(\u\y claim of our worthy editor is met, that of his sMbtcn- 
hers should be also.* 

Case I. Hemorrhagica Pdechialh. — Was called July 15, ISSO. 
Id Mr. C. F., st. 22, who had been ill some ten days. Mr. F. In^ 



• A most excellent suffgcsiion—Bntl one which U it hoped wiH h« approved and i*^ 
■pm btratAir bj muij iuSicrilwfti^Ep. 



Umbilical Hamorrhagc — fVomii 



previously enjoyed tlie most perfect lieatlh. He was of spare hahii, but 
'obnst in the exlreme. Says he was seized with slight chills, followed 
f/\i\i >uine fever, loss of appetite, muscular debility, pain in the head, 
>ack and limbs, thirst, fiirrwi tofigne, &ic. &c. Had taken a calomel 
)urge, wilh diaphoretics. Found him with a pulse of 30, luu weak ; 
onj(ue loaded with a dark-brown coating ; sordes upon the leeth, and 
laving every appearance of a medium case of typhoid fever. 

July SOth^ratieikt walked down stain this morning. Has had litde 
leliriom, and no alarming symptoms. The tongue is still very dry, how- 
9ver, and the coating, with the sordes upon the teeth, literally hlmk* 
Drdeied quiU as iodiapeosable, proper attention to the bowels, diet, drinks, 
ikin, &c« 

25ch.»Was summoned hastily to ray patient. Found htm sinking 
jnder an alarming hvmoirbage. The blood was ooimgfrom the nostrils 
md gums, and considerable was already lost. The petechis were visible 
ipon the forehead and breast. In the com-se of a few hours Iarg9 
(noothfuJs of blood were thrown up, seemingly from the throat, and 
inally copious dejections of the same, till the patient became completely 
)laiiched, and died on the 27tb. Laxatives, astringents, tonics, kc., 
jvere of no avail to the patient. 

Case 11. Htrmorrhagc from the Umbiliais. — Was caDf'd January 
2, 1850, to consu t with Dr. f). Holcomb, in the case of a child of Mr. 
f. Mis. 1., within I lie last Tour years, has had five children, who have 
>een siiilboni, or who have died iiiiivK (iiatcly after birth ; most of them 
lave been premature. With this liule patient she went her full time — 
Jilt when a few days old it assumed a jauiuliced appearance^ though liio 
jnihilical cord separated and came ofl' projierly, and the child seemed 
.veil and likely to live, save the appearance spoken of above. About 
he fourteenth day tlic h{&morrha^e fiom the umbilicus commenced, con- 
:inuing twenty-four hours, defying all the usual remedies, and patient 
lying from exhaustion. Very many infants have died, within my know* 
edge, in a few days from birth, jaundiced and emaciated, indicating a 
nalformation in the ducts leading from the liver ; but none from hsinop" 
-bage before. In the Boston Mdlical and Surgical Journal of February, 
1850, is a case reported by Dr. Anderson, similar to the above, accom- 
panied by petechia, and the absence of th(v ductus choledochus commu^ 
lis, proved by a post-mortem examination. Reference is also had to 
he "Retrospect," {I9th No.) and the " Annalist," for similar cases. 

Case HI. Worms. — Was summoned November, 1850, to a child 
>f Mr. D., said to be sick witli the dysentery. Found the child able to 
>e about the house, but had had dysenteric discharges for six. weeks, ac- 
companied with much tenesmus, distended bowels, and other symptoms 
hat indicated icorms. Ordered infusion of pink, ^iven at intervals of 
wo liours for eighteen hours — to be followed with calomel ten "(rains, 
md lastly castor oil and oil of worm seed. This course, wiiii a repeti- 
ion of it, brought away, in the space of three days, three hundred and 
ixty-six hunbricoides ! A few weeks afterw ards the child was pro- 
lounced wormy (!) more of the medicine sent for. and twenty-six more 
vorms expelled. A third repetition brought away tiiirty-eight — making, 
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in all, a total of four hundred and thirty \ The child has still an a^ 
pearance of being inhabited ! U. D. R. 

Wetiport, Emx Cb., JV. F., Mff, 1851. 



THB BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

BOSTON. JULY 30. 1861. 



SDrrORlAI. COaaBSPONDBNCB. 

BerZtn.*-"- After some efibrt — being wenry with moving orer so much of 
the earth's surface of late — found myself in the capital of the kiogdonoC 

Prussia, The northern section was visited last year, but it is quite a gra- 
tification to Imve seen lis more essential nirricuhural portions. In eniermj 
Prussia froui L<M'p>ic, tiic land for mil<>s i.s so nearly level thai lae 
water seems to hesiiuie which wav to run. There are some fine erovr-— 
planted, ol course — but a scarcity of llie common Iruil trees. Berlin con- 
tains upwards of 400,000 inhabitants. The streets are straight, gene- 
rally very long, and wide enough for a row of hou9e*lots in the ceauc 
Most of the public buildings are capacious, and built of a diogv sand>:one. 
The privMie dwelhngs and stores are from two to four stories higti, of 
brick, and stuccoed to resemble stone. It is a cheap, elegant iTuxie of 
biiil(!iii'_^. Water is supplied from the River Spree, and i« ptimped up k 
a steam '-ngine. There are only a lew fountains in ihe city, but s.orD« 
elegajtl and costly bronze castings are durable n»otiiin>enLs of the aritr 
tical ingenuity of those by whom they were executed. An equestriaa 
Statue* in bronze, of Frederick the Great, elevated 40 feet, surrounded si 
the base by many full-sized figures of personages of his time« ia now be- 
ing set in the Street of ilie Linden Tref s, the most beautiful street io tlK 
city. Almost every body wears a thread of gold lace, a sword, a red 
stripe on his pantaloons, or j^onH'thinir equivalent, indicative of his rela- 
tion to the army. Not a moveinenl can be made without the eye of* 
policeman peering in to watch and report to the government. Houses are 
constructed, in a majority of cases, in flats, or each story a separate boose 
—and one large door on the atreet is the common entrance. The p^iee 
have a key to emy house in the city, and all are required to be locked 
at 10 o'clock at night. Should any person be out beyond that hour, not 
being: the owner of a key, he must pay a policeman a fee to let him in, 
provided he is fortiinnte enough to find one. When I arrived, at 11 
o'clock ai ni<:lu in a railroad train, not a ?oul was permiiled to pass out oi 
the statioti-lioiise till all, .several linndreds in number, had their fas>- 
ports critically examined. A more provoking scene cannot be imagmrtii. 

Most of the picture gallery is made up of Madonnas and crucifixtoo 
scenes. Many works purporting to be by Van Dyck and others of the oU 
masters, were upon the walls^which confirms me in the belief tliat all 
the pictures claiming to be theirs were never executed by them, li ^ 
morall}' impossible that they .should have accomplished so much. Ttf 
musetitn nf antiquities and the mt;-- offers a perfect feast to per>;of!S r-t 
diversified tastes. The e.xtraonlinary wood carvian-? by Alb»*n Durer, ih-? 
bronzes, inslrumenls, ivory ^^cnlijiiires — varied, rich and niusltrly evidence* 
of patient perseverance — pictures made of liaiied pieces of straw, shaded 
by the natural colors as found in the field, to vie with the golden tapestry, 
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t>g«ther Mrith all the possible shapes -that iron, copper, silver, gold, glass, 
eather, shell, horn, ^c, ever assume und^r the hand of man, to create 
)Oth astonishment and deliq-ht, are thpic. B ii ihe cr»'ain of the collection 
s an exact modol of Frederick the (_Irr;it, ir. ilif itif iiti<*;i! h^' wore 
nany years, uniui"rrap!"H!v, before hi.s dciiih. His coat was inciuii'tl ; his 
)oots, not h;*incr blacki^l, were iienrlv r'- l, and his pocket h tiuikercliief 
vas mended in several places. old hat vvouhl raise a luugh on any 

lead; and as for the other garments which covered his roajesty, the won- 
ler is how they were kept on. A helmet of the Elector of Brandenburg, 
he father of the first K i;i(rof Prassia. weia^hs 26 pounds. The suit he 
.vore, which is of faded velvet, and that in which the king, his son, mani- 
V'5ted his sovereiiTn authority, would tnake a sorry fiirure by the side of 
nodern fabrics. It is wnrih while to pteserve them for the purpose of 
showing the progress of chiih mnnnrn'-uire. A windmill, conslrucled by 
Peter the Great, ul Saardaui, while he worked in the dockyard, together 
w^ith his turning lathe and chisels, are in this valuable museum. Luther's 
Irinking cup, a substantial vessel, showed he loved beer, as all hip coiintry- 
tien do» and a good deal of it. Two metallic pups, on which Baron 
Frenck engraved the whole history of his nine years sufferings in a gloo* 
ny subterranean prison, is a curiosity to the physiologist, of rare value. 
The letters are so small that a hi jlily magnifying jjlass is reqtiired to rnnd 
hem — yet executed in the dark, wht ie his ry^s bccapie clianged into 
light-seeing organs, and at the same lini'' iniciox opie. He was incarce- 
•ated by Frederick the Great, because ih .> Burou iiaJ the audacity to be 
n love with his old dried-up majesty's sister, who was quite as much of a 
nnmroy as himself. 

The next object, and the one which most ultimately eclipse many of the 
nher national institutions in Berlin, in point of interest, is the new Egyp* 
ian Museum — a buildin"^ d< si::rned to hold what Dr. Lepsins gathered in 
Kgypt. A more appropriate edifice could not have been devised. Some 
>r the fre>cor»e, now being painted, are, to me, trat»sceiHl-)M?1y henntifol. 
Dne hall is a fac-simile of one of the apartments of an am ieul temple in 
Upper Kgypl, wliich 1 visited — and on entering ilic room, I recognized in 
I moment the truth of the copy, without having previously known any 
hing of it. I have many hard things to say of Dr. Lepsius, who is 
ighilv called Cambyses II. — ^ihe second despoiler of Egyptian monuments. 
1 tracked him over the ground, and saw such numerous injuries inflicted 
3y him, and so many disfirrnrations atid removals of the m<ist romnrkable 
listorical anti(|uities on the globe, that I feel justified in holding hini up to 
iisapprobation, ill^tead of awarding the praise and gloriiicalion which his 
Prussian friends may hereafter claim for htni. 



Erperim*>ntal Researches — Philomphy of Vivisection and Sensation.'^ 
Such have been the boldness, originality and energy of Dr. Bennet Dowler» 
)f New Orleans, in all those physiological researches wliich have engaged 
lis attention, that he is now a marked man. No one has hitherto pushed 
mpiiries in regard to l[)e laws of .--ensation to the lengths which he has. 
The various experiments instituted by him on those formidable reptiles, 
illigators, are both new end often terrifically exciting. The spinal cord of 
ine of them may be cut, carved and chopped into minced meat, without at 
ill destroying the sensation of an irritant applied to any part of the body— 
IS by fire, a Decdte, or knife. The foot of the creature is quickly directed for 
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lh« removal of the offending cause* Even when absolntely hetdlnt, iW 

stump of the neck will turn either way to bite, as it were, aUhoush tbafi 
i« nf-iihcr a brain, an eye, nn undisturbed line of nervons conls, prsnj 
thing else recog^nizcd hy physiologists, by which sensation may l>e 
gated, or an orderFy act of resistance follow the application oi cM'-ml 
agents. When Uecapilated, on applying a lighted maicli perpeijiiuuiarlj 
over the spine, the animal moved forward. Whenever the experioent vn 
lepeatedt it was precisely with the same result. In a division oCtbe tpini, 
after cutting off the head, including many muscles, one fourth of the k- 
lance from the hips to the shoulders, it did not prevent the mutoal and^t- 
mullaneous actions of th*^ two division*?, in wardinc off injtine? of eiiher. 
Thu?, when a bit oi burning paper was applied to the nank-<, the foreleg? 
were directed stronp'ly to the seal of pain. Even after decapiiatiof!, if^i 
subsequent to the secund division, the creature several times uuerod u.- 
raJ sounds. ** For about one hour, both divisions of the body gavi prccf 
of sensibility and voluntary motion ; that is to say, the fore legs, die biii 
less and the tail were directed forwards, backwards, upwan^ sod la»- 
lally, so as to avoid or ;emove (a6 it sometimes did) aa irritant, ii iki 
pain-giving aG:cnt was varied in its degrees, and in place, so were the ml- 
mal*s actions directed, understandingly, nnd with a violence responding ifi 
the inlerisiiy of the pain." Some of the experiments are positivelv sun* ' 
ling: the reader is gradually raised lo such a i>«»iiil, that he ie< Is « 
though the ferocious animal might break the cord^, and the ii«;vi uv- 
ment leap to his shoulders. We are more perplexed than ever with ik 
Dowler*8 discoveries. He should now embody those of paat years, uxmt 
panied with minute details, together with drawings, and the volume would 
stand out by itself, to stimulate the anatomists, physiologists, and philoso- 
phers of all countries, to disprove, if they can, but if not, to verify, mil 
progress in the direction to which ibis persevering inquirer has pound , 
the way. 

St: Lauu University. — The board of faculty embraces eight genikoei 
distinguished for their scientific attainments and happy qualtficatiosi k 
teaching. The circular • says, emphatically, that anatomical material ii i 
** both cheap and abundant'* — a consideration that will doubtless ioiseiv 
those ardent students who prefer to make their own dissections. Ote i 
hundred and seven names are on the last printed catalogue, showinc: tbrr* 
will be many candidates to <^upply those places in the West, where 
services of a physician are in demand. 



AVfo York Medical CoUegrs. — Thero mn be no complaint, in the city of 
Nrw York, of a lack of iiisiiiuiions for leaching medicine in all its nmt* 
reunions. Enterprise, talent and wealth are all employed tosu*iainibe 
different colleges ; but whether they are rivals, or in friendly couoertari 
endeavoring to elevate and purify the profession, time alone can determine. 
Private instruction is also freely imparted in that city. Dr. Elliott^ 
course on the eye, the coming season, has been already adverted to,sid 
no doubt will prove attractive and useful. 



Vnmual State of the Putlic Htalth in Bm/ok.— It should be a ssbjeet 
of profound gratitude that such a uniform measure of good health is 
joyed in this crowded city and its environs. There is no prevaiKogdi*' 
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MU6 ; and although the f^yneians have little or nothing to do, no persona 
ire happier than they are at this encouraginp: i^tate of ihe public bealdk 

nVc nre convinced, from years of observaiion, that this is a cointnon-sense 
ominunity — availing itself, as a gerif^ rril thin-r, of the t't'tiertis of excellent 
vater, line fruits, open air, and plain lood and enough of it. It is rare 
hat two seasons come tog-ether, so nearly alike in an unusual slat© of 
;ood health, as the last, and the present thus far. The increase in this 
7eek*8 bill of mortality is wholly among infants. 



Surgery of McdigJiant D'wn^ff^. — The hiq:hlv respectable snurc" from 
v hicli ihe lullou'iiifr circular emanates, is calculated to command the spe- 
ial ;ut, ;]i!on of those to whom it is addressed. 

To the Medical Profession of the United States : — 

"The undersigned having been appointeil, at the last meeting of the 
Vmerican Medical Association, CImirinan of the Committee on the * Re- 
ulls of Surgical Operations in Mnlijrnant Diseases,' rcspecltully solicits 
ontributions to the subject, founded upon personal observation. To place 
he sabjeet in as tangfible a form as possible, he begs leave to direct atten- 
ion to the following points 

1. The difiference between canceroas and cancroid diseases, or those 
.Sections which are truly malignaatt and those which are only partially 
o- In the former category are comprised scirrhus, encephaloid, and me- 
ann is ; in the latter, certain maladies of the skin and mucous tissues, aa 
u| i heloid, eiloid, and cancer of the lip. 

" 2. The precise seat of the disease, as the skin and subcutaneous cel- 
ttlar tissue ; the eye, ears, nose, face, lips, tongue, salivary glands, jaws auu 
rums; the lymphatic ganglions of the neck, axilla, min and other re- 
ions ; the mammary gland, uterus, ovary, vulva and vagina, penis and. 
eetis ; the anus and rectum ; and, finally, the extremities. 

" 3. The age, sex, temperament, residence and occupation of the patient. 
4. The rause of the disease, its progress, and the state oi the part and 
»f the system at the time of the operation. 

"6. ^lode of operation ; whetiier by the knife, caustic or ligature. 

" 6. Time of death, or relapse, after operation. 

** 7. Examination of the morbid product ; how conducted — whether by 
he unassisted eye alone, or by means of the microscope and chemical tests. 

*^The undemgned hopes that the importance of the subject ronhded to 
lim, as chairman of the committee above referred to, will be sufficiently 

ppreriated by his professional brethren to induce them to aid him in car- 
yin^;^ out thf^ u-ishos of the Amerirnri MeHical A^'sorintion. The subject 
» one of absorbmg interest, and cannot fail, if properly treated, lo elicit 
aatter of the greatest benefit. It is very ii< i - '^ar}' that all couununica- 
ions on the subject should be sent to the chairman of the committee by 
he fiist of January, 1868. 

Medical Journals, and newspapers friendly to the interests of medical 
cience, will confer a favor upon the undersigned by inserting th^ ai nve 
lb lice. S. 1>* Gaoes, M.D. 

Umt>erntyofLMi$vilk,Jttne 29, 1661." 



Barton Druggittt and if jwlAeeartef.-^By that convenient, and, to the 
itizeos, indispensable assistant, Adams's Boeion Directory, there is dis» 
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covered to be 94 apothecarieR and 45 druggists in Boston. The ktteriR 
presumed to be wholesale dealers. It has always been considered thiti 
person is on the way to wealth when he trades in drugs, and we havehai 
no intimation that it is not so nt tlio prosjcnt mntnent. W >• therefore con- 
frrntuhiio our one liundr-d aiid ihiriv-nine tri' luls and fellow ciiizenioo 
their good prospects. Muy ihey never be obliged to practise pbysicl 



Medical PractUioners in Boston, — There are two hundred and 'ihirert 
TD" li al m'^n in the city htlnnglnf^ to the Slate Medical Soi^ieiy. Firr- 
one are unconnccled with it, acknowledging obligations lo no ir;nii-'! 
a^-^oci^Hion. Twenty are decjorninaied botanic physicians, who look 
all iheoihers as dangerous dealers in physic ; while six jemale pbysicianj, 
quite independent of any of the rest, complete a catalogue of three \mhi 
and fifty persons who sustain themselves, in a population of 130.000. W 
prescribing and giving medicines. The number is annually inrrea;!:2 
notwithstanding the fact that there are too many already for their iodifi- 
dual success in business. 



Medical Missionary in Indra,-^For some years past, Dr. Barhekr,* 
intelligent medical correspondent, who resides at Balasore, Hindc^ta!. 
under the patronage of the American Free Baptist Mission, has fijrrii«hK 
us with o<"casional inieresiing articles from that far oH* country. Heha<i 
medical dispensary in whi^^h 2^215 pitifMit^ w re treated the la^i yeir 
arnong whotJi ther" were 113 Furgical opt ration^. He gives lecture?, vvnh 
are faitlitully aueiniod by natives, w ho at the close of two years coicpf t 
a course ol study, <iualiiyiMg iheni to prescribe for ordinary diseases olik 
region where they dwell. Twelve, in all, have been matriculated, but tii , 
only had the perseverance to go through the allotted period. Tluec i 
the students have been retained as permanent assistants. A very gae- 
rous sum was subscribed by residents at Balasore, Cuttack, K^ore. E^'- 
hampore vtnd Midnapore, towards supporting this m'T^h n^orl* .1 char; 
amoun'm;: to GtiD riiprt^-; — wliirli in'M thf expr-iisrs. bni with none lo JpJ'v. j 
The J<'il.i><>r(' Iu),Hpllrtl begins lo assume a dei/r'T- (^| sci"i)''fic imponan"-^ | 
but fund.s are urgently required lo sustain lis existence, lor the demM.j 
of the poor are increasingly numerous. 



Death by the Carehsnncss of an Apothecary. — A little child o! Jaw^j 
Madison, of Somervillr, difj ou llie .'id ul this inonih, in cons<*(jU('ti>>^ jfu 
carelessness of an apothecary at East Cambridge, who put up morphine li^* , 
stead of quinine, which was ordered in the prescription. Such faitl ni^ j 
takes are getting to be too common among apothecaries, plainly showinf tbc 
necessity of some stringent regulations, by law or otherwise, that will pre- 
vent them. If the College of Pharmacy, which is just organized in tks 
city, should take these matters into consideration » no doubt the membeii 
would suggest a remedy. 



Metmerism, — ^It may be in the recollection of our readers, that Sir Flu* 
lip Crampton, some time since, in order to teSt the powers alleged lox 
possessed by persons in what is called the clairvoyant state, produced by th< 
mysterious influence of mesmerism, oflered to enclose a bank note w 
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tlOO in n sealed env( lope, wliirh should becorur the property of any in- 
lividual who coiiM, while blindfolded nnd in the mesmeric slet-p. tell its 
late and number. The challenge bus been accepted by Mr. Hill H. 
iardy. — Lmuhn Laneett Jtme 7. 



Medical Miscdlany — Dr. A. A. Coolev, of Hariford, Ct., was recently 
hrown from a wairon, nnd had his; i^knW Itadlv fraitiired. — During the 
irsl six months of 1850, the total mortality of Si. Louis was 1710, of 
vliich 283 deaths were from cholera. The corresponding months of 1851, 
ust past, »bow a total mortality of 1894; of which 646 deaths were from 
•holera, showing considerable increase this year. Of cholera victims 
ibout three-fifths are foreigners. — Two children died of hydrophobia in 
Vew York city, ln>t wccU. — There is in Pictou, N. S., a girl not five years 
)f ai,'e, whoj^e h. ifjhi is 4 feel 8 inches, and -he weiirhf over 100 lbs. She 
s \\v\\ proportion»'d, and appears to have tio malfurinuiion. She is accom- 
>anied by her nioiiier, who is a woman of smnll j^ize. — Dr. Junius Smith 
writes friHBl South Carolina, on ihe 4ih of July, that he was enjoying a 
:up of tea from plants of his own raising. He pronounces it the best tea 
:hat he ever tasted. — ^The rebuildinf^ of the Lonatic Hospital in Maine has 
>een commenced. — The yellow fever is making fearful havoc among the 
roops in Cuba. — Dr. Hunt, of New Orleans, who killed a man in a duel, 
las been bailed. — By a report made to the New York Aradctny of Medi- 
:ine, by Dr. James Stewart, it appears that about IS.OOl) people in that 
:ity lire in celhir^-, wliich ntode of iivinp- canno* fnil of proviojT a prolific 
tource of disease. — Dr. Thomas Slewardsou, lorinerly of Philadelpiiia, 
las been appointed Professor of Natural Sciences in the Georgia Military 
nsiitute, at Marietta.^Dr. H. A. Ramsey, of Lincoln county, Georcia, 
'indignantly repels the assault upon his veracity," made by Dr. Robert- 
son, of South Carolina, at the last meeting of the American Medical Asso- 
•iation, as related on page 346 of this Journal. — " Homoeopathy Unveiled ; 
tr, observations on Hiilioemann, his Doctrines and Treatment of Disease/* 
)y \V. P. Brodrihb, M.H.C.S.E., &r. is the titl*- of a book just published 
n London. — A work on topical medicaiioa in diseases of the throat, is just 
!irom the press in London. 



To CoERKspo.-sukXT*.— An arlivio from n Tenoral>li» friemi an<l rorre^pondeni, on Homofopa- 
kjr, is inadmiwible. The refwrt of a rommillee of iHp Muhs. .MfMltral t^oru tv n» thni subject, nnd 
he reply to it by a report from the Maan. Homwopailuc Society, are in il»c liaiKb of our rea«lef*, 
lud any remark ^ hy others in (iefenre of the wife of the qiietlioa cmbffsecd bj the latter, appeen 
o u* at preseui luicalkid for in the Jounuii. 

M A R R I K n .—Dr. J. R. NiUihig, of West Stockhridge, If esi., to Mm F. P, Pike. 

DiKo,— -In Marion. Ohio, John C Norton, M.D., aged 37. X'h. N. was a native of BerTin, Cl., 
trut !i jjnutiialf of tin .liral InHlitiillori ofYHl** (\)Il(«i;e He ardcnilv Im\ . 1 \\U profrssioii, and 
i,id Hiready become ti)uii<*nt among the pracuiioners ol the West.— At fiiau I'ablo, California, Dr. 
lartoo Kims, of Sl Louis, Me., drowned. 

/VdlAi in tt»$Uin~~foT ihr we«k cndlnf Saturday noon, July 2Gih. 9f .— Maien, >rmiial«i', 46. 

\ri l(!ental, I— disra^-f of Ixtwels, 5 — inflaminiiilon of fxivvrts, I— bronrliitis, I— <]i.sen«e of the 
>rani, 1 — rongesiion of Uic brain, 2— cotwuniplion, 11 — cnnvuUioiM, 5 — cholera infanium, 12— 
•Jiolera morbus. 2 — canker, t— erou|», 5— •dyMMiiery, 4— diarrhoea, z-^lropsy, l^irop>y of the 
trnin, I— drowned, 1 — typhus fever. I — scarli-l fever, 1— lunc fever, 1 — fracture, I — lioii[)iiig 
lousrh, 1 — dis ease i f the heart, 2 — 'ialein{iemnce, 1 — iufatttlk, 10 — infiammatioo of the Uuig*. I— 
nat I . 3— mcasleii, I— old age, S— poerperal, l-'-pleuriMy, 1— par|M»ra, toxicide, 1— teetb- 
Ofi, B — unknown, I. 

l/nder o years, 69 — t>eiween j nnd 20 years. 10 — between '20 and 44) yearn, 11— between 40 
«iO years. 8 — over 60 years, 4. Ami riciins, :10 { fiireifnen WWl childmi of Ibff igSMl, 6S, 
The above inclodea 10 death* at tHe Cit^ Iiutiuitioiw. 
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MEDICAT. DBPARTIIBNT OF. THE UNI- 

fUUmrd FObmrt, C»««Wfflir.--The wculiir i«sriii 
In ttili iMitiitlni commencra oo Uie Firei vv edntti. 
dw In NnnialMrt and continues Sij^tcrii ^ eek«. 

ThnfHMnt ocsutinnUon oi the Faculty in m toi- 
lows 

Chirlm BBpras*D.CoTBnT»i M.D.. Emeri- 

ciw ProiBMor of niilalagir and Itadlcal Jurtwra- 

•1*"*^* • . ^ _ . . . 

()u«Ri.KM A. I.EK. ILD., FMtaior «f Fitholonr 

and .Mulefja .M«Jica. _ ^ . 

J^WKs r. Wmitb. M.I).. rri.l.-».''..r ofObMtlllCi 
an<4 l)ii»eji»»« of Woiiirn niu) < hiiilmi. 

KmNK IKrtriNcs Hamilton, >I I>., PrafMMT of 
lh« rrinnijleK hihJ I'rjtriici' of ^iirxiry, luid CUtiicaJ 
Huitrry. , ^ „ . . , 

Ai «ri.v Flint. M l).. I'roftiwor of ihe rnnnplo 
and Prnciii*- of Mwliciiie, and ("linnnl Mwliriiie, 
tikUBOt: Haulky, M.1>.. VrabsmM ot CImmuuiUt 

•nd fkartnacv. 

BsjUAMiN R. Pauim. M.D., P lo fc a w oTOen- 



nl and Special Anatomy. _ „ 
Joaa C UaltoR|.Jb.i vLv^ 
atotacy and Medical JurhMW 

OOBTDOK I** FOBDi M.1>h 



«r Fhr 

oTAaa- 

A pnllminary oouna will commence four werki 
belbre the retiilar term, and continue to ihr com- 
ntenccmeiil of the latter. ThU coiirw will l.i iie- 
▼OtMl to dii'twrtioim. < liiilrnl hmtnution althe lltwr 
piCal by the I roli oi 8un:er) nnd MaOKiM^aBd 
wctiireii on the lollowiui •nl-jwla ; _ ^ , 

Vetteral UliMiiMtBil OaHMia tok. ky PinC 
Hamiiicin. „ , 

Phvsuiil FUploration of the Chi-wt, bv Prof. Flint. 

HiibirTtii ronii.-. i« d w iih ( heiiiUiry, by Prof. Had- 

^Tie Urin** In henllh nnil fliiwaiie, by ProC Ualton. 
No t><-i«, i vrf;)! lor the Mntriciilntion and Hoauital 
Ticket, are re.|Uir«i for the preUminarr coorae. The 

and coniuiodloua 
I Vlrtiiiiaairt-ets. 

aniido\«d ill the 

dapaitBienia of AnatamyVl liyalnlacy and i'Hthoio«y. 
The f^ililiea fnt rlhilcal teHi him HirurdHl at the 

SHfs(o Uonpital of the SiMtrrg ,^ i luaity, aituated 
ut a lew coda Iconi tka Collece EdiOce. are ample. 
Praritc ,\ Anatomy may bo punned to any aaMnt 
deaired. 

Tliefeeafor the Profei«oni' Tie ket«, collertivt-ly, 
are ; fM for lloaoiial Ticket, tii l>emoi.>ua- 
lor^ Ticket, •! Matrieolalton, $1. Fee Kir Gradu- 
ation, S*^). 

OKOROF, Hvm.FY. Rr-i^tr.ir. 

I-i>tten< addr'->-. .1 m |)r. ILnll. v mii, ?>■• .lin t U'd 
tl» the rjirr ol I'n.t --'oi s i I - iiltm. tir I I'i i.mI Huh 
falo, mid will r< < < ivf aiirndoii m » ««•«* oi Uif abneiioe 
of the Rtuixirur 

BulTalo. Juiir. ls;.l. July 9-€pJy*Aut. 

TVTFrR\TF. OF f<ll,M;U in . rvnliiln. niniuifac- 
1> mri J ill. I >oh\ by PIIII.HRK K \ PRAFTON. 
Cheiiiwu and UruWalt, IdU Wa«hiusluu mI., IUm- 

FatklS. 



Ticket, are re-iuireo lor tne preumim 
iettureaaredelivcied In llM new ai 
Collete Gdidce. comer of Main and' 
, ifleroaeroidejd IHuauatimn are « 



JEPFERaON MEOICAI. L'OIJ.Fr.F -^wi* 
uf — The retulHf coume l*ciure» «>! 

commenre on Moi>da>, ihe IJih of Oclt4j<-r. a.nJ cn.. 
tinue until the flrM daj ..i .March. Tbr 
Co««KNCit.<aKNr lor .•(itiit rnii; .le*r««?« ^i.. '< ""i 
ttrlfin M'ircA, Ini-lead ol at ihe ettd of Uir cotOi 
a« lornierly 

RonLKY Dtsouiaox. M.D., Protrfwor ol Insiauws 
of Me<lic»i»c, dtc. . ^ 

RuDKRT M. liinTOii. M.l> . Prot. (il .Miuctw %f 
dicaai.dtJeiieralThertiujiiiica r tw 

JoagpH Pancoabt. M.l)., i»r«f. of Gf»mi,Mt- 
acripttve and Surxii nl AiiHiuniy. 

John K. Mitchkll. M.D-. l*rof. of 

Medicine. ». « « r 

TiiOMAH 1). Ml TTER. M.D., rrot of 
and P run ice of tSurtt ry. 

CM AHLKJt I). MitiOft, M.p , injOt - 
and i>i«*aiiea of Wonieii and CiuMrem. 

Frankli.% UAcna. M.l>-. Pf?*- HL 

ELLKRKLia Wai4.aCBt mM*» 
Anatomy. 

Every \V«lm*.tHy and Saturday to tfca M 
Oriotx r. and diinii* the Coune. Modicnl ta a 

fril . :l-.c* \si1I l>e iuYe»ticat 

1«'< tiirr.l on tn-fore the 

nufitun h'liulred M — ^ _ 

trenietl, and two kuudrttd ana ■unlMn lari*" 

liMu performed. Amoofat . ^ jl. 

operatioua-Ma lltlKitcHiiT. aman«Mioa of ite !«. 




eMi aevefitiMiaia enam 
mud mewtmt 



ai-in.atc, aalkpailoii of the eye 
I, aMBnalTe 



iMilnUK. aWnnalTe piaatic operatloaa, 
tbe fsmur for auc h)l<»ia, dec. Ac. 

ThaliOetniea aremarrauned iw to |>erT» It th<«T; 
dent to atleiul the I^tiiresand riiiu'- il ctiL.t.i-->tv 

tioii* Ht the Penin«>lviinia llo»pitfil 

On and an«r th*- l*i ol ()ctot»er, the il iiawiijfnt 
riKtrna will opm, uii.lfr tht direction at tm wm 
fewor ol AiiMlciii) Biid the l»eriicM»»trtiH* 

fi . s Mian. Illation, which is pHol ••■ !' r'<M%9i, 
Earli I roi.-.*.; ). tK-a. GrmluaUuu.^^JU.^ 

T!i> nmi.l.. r .i( SitMleiil* diiriii* 
waa ilM ; and ol '•r«(J««if» _ 

P*i/adt>Wa./a^teM. jyr 

PALMER'S PATKNT LEGS. 
Sjiriug/ield, Mom , tturf'a Bloekt Aim Stnid, 



hy Pai.mkh dt Uo.-Extraet oi Eaonrt el'jMaai^ 
Mechanic AaeoeiaUoou 8a»i., MA 



DR. IIFXRY W. W1IJJAM8 haa removed to 
>So 10 tJiMtx Strret, where he will rontiuue to 
five particular attanUoh to IMaenaeaof the Eya. 

June iM—eptf. 

ARTIFU-IAI, EYKft awd ANATOMICAL PRE- 
PARATIONS imported to order by 

Nov. i. PHILBRICK A THAPTON, 
Phyatelana* Dmitista. 

BNTAL AND SITBOICAL INSTRII MENTs!!- 
D. WtLTHCa dt Co., ancCMaora to N. Hnut. 
mann^tnro and ha«f> for Male nil kind* of Surtical 
and Dental Inatramenta and Imulementa. 

Old tn<ttriiinent« f rouud. poliahed and repaimi, at 
thcahorteat notice. 
Onten will be attended to with promptneaa. _ 
May B-tf \» fMHttgton airaal. tipHaln. 

URR COD LIVER Oil., carefully prei»ared 
only fro n fr«>»h niul lu-nlthy llvern, by Jcweiih 
Bnntett, Apolhernrv, No :!J Treinoni Row, Bnaton. 

Dr. J. < •. H. WiiHiiiiiH, nil eniiiieiit Fni(liMh phxni- 
cian. alter iireiMTilims it in 4oo rjise** ol ruiixiiinplion 
(in i.ll of whirb he pn-ifrv«i| lull noif-< , i«l!iti« in 
the London Jonrnal ol Mmlii ii e - •' A> rcHiiji of 
exiMTiriirr, conliriinMl by a r.Mion;d rm m.Ii tmIioii ol 
ll>* iiuwle of m il. Ml, the jwrr /r/#A oil Irom llu !iv«'r 
of iht <•<"! i* ni'«r>> bi nrll i d In tbi- lrtr;l int'iit id 
piil'iioioirx i iiiiMiiiii'lion, (hiiii riny otlirr nieiil, riu - | 
Uiripnl. diflelic. or r«<uuc*nal, thai ban )el be«a i 

June tS-tL I 



setiw l hantable Mechanic 
Henry J. Biselowt Prot of Suiaerr 
Weilical Collette, Chairmanof Jutfiics t* 9m 
Inatnunanta, to wlt:-"The lamplinty af 
maAaniam. the rdalive diauibution ol ibe«vwa 
CWda. midtne ftrmifyand eertatnt% with ^hK-' "Arr 
actt ara point* ol c on»i«irrabl«- rt-»ciiibl)«inTr u_iac 
ii<r»*c/Mre and /'in'-M'o«ji of ihf h«-nlih^ TV:i 
limb haa ameliorated the lot oi n » iiii»i.j»-f x • > a-* 
of the coniiiuinity, nimI ii« Iht Ik tirr thaii ..-r^vra 
apparatua of the i?orl." " l b.- iiiiU.-rsir» > ■: 
witneMWtl the miccetwlnl iite oi the itrmiciaJ >i "I 
MenHp*. Pnlnier A: to. ver> i(l»dl> reconitiieM: i>«« 
with ronrtih ii< «' lo ib.me who have aufTcrrd im 
ol a lower c\it> iiiii>." . ^ 
John f W otiiKN, D Towk!«K*D, 

G»:oH(iL Hww^Ku, J. M*ao?i WAaac 
Jacob 11ic*i;i.ow, D. lliMUPHaaTK Sroap. 

Surgtons and Pkpnrtens ar Ut 
Maxtnrhunfttx (tmtra/ Ho«ptlmi. 
These limlw hiivi- r< ( < ivti; twt-iitx n w ards frtiB Ite 
moil di!»tin«iii»bed in-l!iiiiv> in ibi-i ro«tlr? i 
inoilel limb, and lh<w< \u .m iv l>e aa4 » 

foriiinti.'ii obtnipeil, by caiUnu .'o our AeenuUT-J. 

f iii'«-v.T, No. I TiamantTMiii i<% i!<'5.inn. 

Marrb ly -^.m I'Al.MF.R A CO. 



C^I.ASS WaKF ol evtr> d«->M rii.in.ci, ircia.tsC 
fCmiitiii liMiilin with a<cur«l»-ly trtiuit^l Hff- 
per*, Iro n l i uir to one Kallun. A Iso, w nir jumI a«- 
riiw inoiiilieil I hinU ol white ai.d grrm 
every MII4- and vHTK-ty, ior aale id qiMUiUtMv ia«i 
Ph>sictaiw. by PUILBAICE 4l TEAFTOk. 

sov I J. 

AT I RATED TlNtlTUUE OF ENGIJB 
O ACONITE BOOT. BeU by PHH EEM^ A 

TRAITON. No* m. 



»R(>TKIN-Sold by PUILBRICK A. 1 KAhTtth. 
Oct.lo. 



P R E P A 

I irnli' in 

oiMinitHrltin 

Uoatoa, by 

^of.lI. 



RATIONS OF Sll.VER.-» 
(^ryatala, 0\lde, lodi4le arid ChWmi 
hI ainl for aale at I <0 VN a«hii>«Tnrtfn^ 
PUILB&ICUL 4l TBArrOft. 
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